
Board of Education Regular Meeting

Monday, December 9, 2019 6:30 PM

 

1. Call to Order

1. Roll Call

2. Recognition of Open Meeting Law

3. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Reports, Communications & Public Participation

1. Public Participation

1. Student Council Report

2. Board accepts public comments

3. Presentation by Mrs. Davidson - 1 Act 

4. Presentation by Ronda Graff, Cindy Huff, and Pam Wolford for Bison Days

3. Consent Agenda

1. Approval of Minutes

2. Approval of Expenditures/Payroll for November

4. Reports from Staff Members and Committees

1. Negotiations 

2. Programs

5. Board and Administrative Comments

1. Administrative Comments

1. High School receives bump to Great following review of educational practices. 

2. Business Manager Comments



3. Board Comments

6. New Business

1. Accept resignation(s) from certified staff members

7. Positive Comments

8. Executive session for the purpose of discussing negotiations

9. Executive session for the purpose of discussing the Superintendent's evaluation

10. Items for Review

11. Adjournment



Board of Education Regular Meeting
McCook School District #73-0017

6:30 PM Monday, November 11, 2019
Junior High Conference Room

700 West 7th Street
McCook, NE 69001

"It is the mission of McCook Public Schools to equip all students to succeed in a complex global 
society"

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in accordance with the Board 
approved method for giving notice of meetings.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to 
all members of the Board of Education.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the 
publicized notice and a current copy of the agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized 
notice.  All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were 
taken while the convened meeting was open to attendance of the public.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call – Mr. Bredvick, President of the Board of Education, called 
the Regular Board Meeting to order at 6:31 PM. Members present: Dennis Berry, Tom 
Bredvick, Loretta Hauxwell, Mike Langan and Teresa Thomas, Absent Brad Hays.  At 
the beginning of the meeting the chairperson announced and informed the public that a 
current copy of the Open Meetings Act was posted on the west wall of the meeting room.

All Present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Tom Bredvick moved to excuse the absence of Brad Hays.  The motion was seconded 
by Teresa Thomas.

Dennis Berry Yes
Tom Bredvick Yes
Brad Hays Absent
Loretta Hauxwell Yes
Mike Langan Yes
Theresa Thomas Yes
Motion carried on a 5-0-1 vote

2. Reports, Communications & Public Participation

T.J. Renner provided the Student Council report.  The student council cleaned out the 
concession stands, helped to prepare for the Veterans Day Assembly, and is in the 
process of planning for the many Christmas activities.

No one spoke in public forum

3. Consent Agenda
Motion by Dennis Berry, with a second by Mike Langan, to approve the consent agenda.

Dennis Berry Yes
Tom Bredvick Yes
Brad Hays Absent
Loretta Hauxwell Yes
Mike Langan Yes
Theresa Thomas Yes
Motion carried on a 5-0-1 vote

4. Reports from Staff Members and Committees
Negotiation Committee
The first negotiations meeting with teacher representatives was on October 31.  
Established next meeting date for Nov 19.  Health insurance increased 6.71%.  This will 



affect total compensation for the negotiations process.  The committee also discussed 
the array, which are similar schools, required by state to use for comparing benefits and 
salaries. State statute requires district’s to be within 2% either side of the midpoint of the 
array.  All public schools in the state are required to follow the same process.

Facilities Committee
The Facilities Committee met on November 5 with representatives from Trane, along 
with district maintenance staff.  The group discussed upgrades to the lighting in the 
McCook Elem. Central Elem and the Junior High.  They also discussed upgrades in the 
HVAC systems for the district.  The process would use a low interest energy loan form 
the Nebraska Energy Office and work with a local bank.  Trane was selected following a 
RFQ process to be the Energy Service Company (ESCO).  More information will be 
gathered and made avialble to the board members.  A meeting has been scheduled for 
November 25 at 1:00 to review and vote to approve the next steps.  
The committee also reviewed and discussed: fundraising in the district, playground 
space and how those areas are used, and support from the community for the school 
district.

5. Board and Administrative Comments
Grant reminded the board of State Education Conference in Omaha next week.  Each 
board member received a small packet of information.  Mr. Norgaard also discussed the 
new score boards for the high school gym and the football field.  The score board will be 
purchased from Daktronics and will be paid for my advertising dollars from local 
community businesses.  The eight anchor sponsors have been acquired and the school 
is still looking for six additional founding sponsors.  The district’s hope is for an install of 
the new board in the gym around January 1, 2020.  The football field will be installed 
later in the spring or summer and be ready for next football season.

Mr. Brazell informed the board of the move to a US Bank fleet card program.  This 
provides the district with much more control over the district’s credit cards.

Mr. Brazell reported on the audit conducted by KSO Auditors.  The staff at McCook 
Public Schools do an outstanding job of properly managing district funds.  All in all, the 
audit was very positive for the district.  Two letters were provided by the Auditors.  One 
outlined their scope of work and a second noted a deficiency over internal control.  This 
deficiency is noted in most school districts across the state due to the number of staff in 
the business office.  Items reviewed included: Financial highlights, and analysis of the 
district, debt administration, statements of receipts and disbursements, retirement plan, 
long term debt, TIFF, fund balances, Federal single audit, and the schedule of findings.

6. New Business

Discussion over necessary energy upgrades and qualifying low interest Nebraska 
Energy Office Loan.  This item was discussed during the facility committee report. 

7. Positive Comments

TJ Renner – Highlighted the unified bowling team and the amount of support from the 
students toward this extracurricular activity.

John Brazell thanked the staff for assisting in all of the events held during the school 
year.  It takes a look of man power and support to successfully run the events.  He also 
discussed a Military leave policy as a possibility for board approval at a later board 
meeting.

Loretta Hauxwell – Congratulated the choir and their fine performances.  The students 
do a great job or representing the school and community.

Brad Hays – Absent



Mike Langan – Also mentioned the unified bowling team.  His son was one of the 
participants and very much enjoyed the experiences.  This a great program for students 
and staff.

Dennis Berry – Mentioned the Veterans Day program and offered his thanks to all 
Veterans. 

Teresa Thomas – Discussed the Future Scientist of America Club being sponsored by 
Ms. Meyesenburg.  Many students are getting involved and they have submitted bylaws 
and operating guidelines.  

Grant Norgaard – Also recognized the Veterans, but payed special tribute to the 
students of MPS and their respect for the WWII veteran, Keith Arterburn, that presented 
at the program.  He also mentioned the wellness committee and their walking challenge 
for November and December.

Tom Bredvick – Commented on the great support for our schools by the community.  As 
evident in the support for the score board and their advertising campaign.  Community 
members and businesses in the district, ask what can they do to support the school?

The next regular meeting of the MPS Board of Education will be on December 9, 2019 at 
6:30 pm.

Meeting adjourned at 7:54 pm.

Respectfully submitted

John T. Brazell
Recording Secretary
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