
Board of Education Regular Meeting

Monday, March 8, 2021 6:30 PM

 

1. Call to Order

1.1. Roll Call

1.2. Recognition of Open Meeting Law

1.3. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Reports, Communications & Public Participation

2.1. Public Participation

2.1.1. Board accepts public comments

2.2. Presentation by Deb Goodenberger - Youth Art Month

3. Student Council Report

4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes

4.2. Approval of Expenditures/Payroll for February 2021

5. Reports from Staff Members and Committees

5.1. Finance Committee

6. Reports from Building Administration

7. Board and Administrative Comments

7.1. Administrative Comments

7.1.1. Schedule a Facilities Committee meeting 

7.1.2. Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association conference 

7.1.3. Nebraska Loves Public Schools documentary on mental health issues in schools. 
https://iloveps.org/films/the-mind-inside-episode-one 



7.2. Business Manager Comments

7.3. Board Comments

8. New Business

8.1. Accept resignation(s) from certified staff members

8.2. Approve 2021-2022 school calendar

8.3. Approve Contract for Assistant Principal

8.4. Acknowledge and Accept donation from MNB debit cards

9. Positive Comments

10. Items for Review

11. Adjournment



Board of Education Regular Meeting
McCook School District #73-0017

6:30 PM Monday, February 8, 2021
High School Conference Room B

700 West 7th Street
McCook, NE 69001

"It is the mission of McCook Public Schools to equip all students to succeed 
in a complex global society"

Please arrive at the Board meeting at the start time, because the Board reserves the right to 
change the order of items.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in accordance with the Board 
approved method for giving notice of meetings.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to 
all members of the Board of Education and published on February 2, 2021 in the McCook 
Gazette.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current 
copy of the agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice.  All proceedings of the 
Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened 
meeting was open to attendance of the public.  The meeting was held in Conference Room B at 
the high school to accommodate social distancing due to the coronavirus pandemic.

1. Call to Order

President Tom Bredvick called the February 8, 2021 MPS Board of Education meeting to 
order at 6:31 p.m.  Roll call with the following members being present: Dennis Berry, 
Tom Bredvick, Loretta Hauxwell, Brad Hays, Mike Langan, and Teresa Thomas; Absent: 
None.

Mr. Bredvick reminded those present of the Open Meetings Law on the entryway table 
and asked all to stand and join him in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Reports, Communications & Public Participation
Shane and Kelly Rippen commented on communication concerns they have with the 
District. 

3. Student Council Report

Alec Langan provided the student council report.  He reported that the Color Day Dance 
was a big success.  The student council is beginning a program with kindness tickets to 
catch people being good.  A kindness ticket will be filled out and put into a drawing for a 
prize. 

4. Consent Agenda

Dennis Berry motioned to approve the Consent Agenda with a second by Mike Langan.  

Dennis Berry: Yes
Tom Bredvick: Yes
Loretta Hauxwell: Yes



Brad Hays: Yes
Mike Langan: Yes
Teresa Thomas: Yes
Motion carried on a 6-0 vote

5. Reports from Staff Members and Committees
The Programs Committee met on February 3 at 7:00 am.  They reviewed Social Studies 
curriculum and materials selection.  They also discussed career development, SPED 
services from ESU, extended learning opportunities and partnering with the community. 

6. Board and Administrative Comments

Mr. Norgaard presented two draft calendars for the 21-22 school year for the board to 
review.  The calendars will be made available to staff for their review on Wed after the 
administrative team meeting.  The calendars are very similar to the current year.  One of 
the draft calendars has graduation on Friday May 13, 2022 instead of the traditional 
Sunday graduation date. 

Mr. Norgaard also reported the MPS is in discussions with MCC about expanding the 
career development opportunities.  Discussions were on apprenticeships, construction 
trades, certification classes, accounting, business, HVAC, health careers, etc…  MCC 
stated they are at least two years from these types of offerings.  

Mr. Brazell reported that state aid preliminary numbers are out.  If it stays as presented 
MPS will have an increases in state aid for FY22.

He also reported that air conditioning will be added to the Jr Hi Kitchen, the COPS grant 
will provide new exterior door controls for Central Elementary, Junior High, and the 
Senior High.  McCook Elementary already has the upgraded door control system.  

There is a drainage issue on the south side of Weiland Field.  MPS is working with the 
City of McCook to resolve.

Finally, he stated that school administration needs to review summer projects and 
present to the facilities committee and possibly the finance committee.

In Board comments Dennis Berry mentioned that the unicameral has bills that will put a 
cap on the amount of school revenue that can come from local taxes.  We need to watch 
the revenue committee.  In southwest Nebraska only 3 of the 44 schools in our local 
state senator’s region receive state aid.

Mike Langan commented that the limited land base for schools is a concern for local 
taxes and schools with a larger land base can mitigate these concerns.  

Teresa Thomas asked if there were recordings of the ESU workshop.  Grant said he 
would send out what he has.



Tom Bredvick appreciated the local patrons coming forward to express their concerns.  
But the concerns stated were not in the school board lane.  These concerns need to be 
handled by the administration.

7. New Business

Motion by Brad Hays with a second by Mike Langan to approve Jeff Gross and Business 
Manager.  

Dennis Berry: Yes
Tom Bredvick: Yes
Loretta Hauxwell: Yes
Brad Hays: Yes
Mike Langan: Yes
Teresa Thomas: Yes
Motion carried on a 6-0 vote

Motion by Brad Hays with a second by Loretta Hauxwell to approve Craig Dickes as 
High School Principal.  

Dennis Berry: Yes
Tom Bredvick: Yes
Loretta Hauxwell: Yes
Brad Hays: Yes
Mike Langan: Yes
Teresa Thomas: Yes
Motion carried on a 6-0 vote

Motion by Teresa Thomas with a second by Loretta Hauxwell to approve the contract for 
Erin Werkmeister as a 4th grade teacher at Central Elementary at BA+0, Step 1.

Dennis Berry: Yes
Tom Bredvick: Yes
Loretta Hauxwell: Yes
Brad Hays: Yes
Mike Langan: Yes
Teresa Thomas: Yes
Motion carried on a 6-0 vote

Motion by Dennis Berry with a second by Mike Langan to approve the contract for 
Rochelle Branch for 8th grade Language Arts at the Junior High School at BA+36, Step 
11.  

Dennis Berry: Yes
Tom Bredvick: Yes
Loretta Hauxwell: Yes
Brad Hays: Yes
Mike Langan: Yes



Teresa Thomas: Yes
Motion carried on a 6-0 vote

Motion by Loretta Hauxwell with a second by Teresa Thomas to approve the contract for 
Benjamin Weyeneth for Math at the High School at BA+9, Step 5. 

Dennis Berry: Yes
Tom Bredvick: Yes
Loretta Hauxwell: Yes
Brad Hays: Yes
Mike Langan: Yes
Teresa Thomas: Yes
Motion carried on a 6-0 vote

Motion by Dennis Berry with a second by Brad Hays to approve the contract for Ben 
Vetrovsky for Business at the High School at BA+27, Step 6.

Dennis Berry: Yes
Tom Bredvick: Yes
Loretta Hauxwell: Yes
Brad Hays: Yes
Mike Langan: Yes
Teresa Thomas: Yes
Motion carried on a 6-0 vote

8. Positive Comments

Mr. Alec Langan commented that he likes all of the administrators.  They have always 
been kind, and always listened.   

Mr. Berry stated that sometimes it is good to bring in new people, but he really 
appreciates the District developing our own leadership and promoting from within.

Mrs. Thomas commented on Mrs. Priebe starting a string ensemble and this is another 
example of how our teachers are dedicated to our students.  

Mr. Langan stated that the likes how the district is hiring.  We have several young 
families moving back into the area and are filling our schools.  If we continue to hire 
great young staff we will continue to get better. 

Mrs. Hauxwell likes that we continue to celebrate teachers.  She commented on the 4th 
grade teachers and McCook Elementary teachers being praised by the principals.

Mr. Hays congratulated the three new hires that are from MPS.  He also wished good 
luck to Alec Langan at District and State Wrestling.  

Mr. Brazell also commented on the great hires the district has made.  He noted that two 
of them are from the class of 2011.  The district now has several employees from the 
class of 2011. 



Mr. Bredvick commented that we continue to celebrate success and focus.  This can be 
seen in our schools.  Activity achievements are listed right next to the academic 
achievements.  You can aspire to be anything at MPS.  

Mr. Norgaard commented on the Wellness Committee and the Walk Across Nebraska 
Challenge.  He thanked the committee for organizing the challenge and all of the 
participants on the 29 teams.    

Mr. Gross commented that we have had a long year and the students have been 
troopers during all of this.  He noted that the students really enjoyed the Color Day 
Dance and most stayed until the end.

Mr. Bredvick handed out a list of the Board Committees.

Meeting adjourned at 7:51 pm.

The next regularly scheduled board meeting is March 8, 2021.



































































2021-2022  McCook Public Schools DRAFT #1 

13  First day for staff In-Service 

 

16  In-service 

 

17  2:00 Dismissal First Day for 

      Grades K-6, & 9 

 

18  2:00 Dismissal First Day for 

      7, 8, 10 -12 
 

AUGUST ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
 

 JANUARY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

           1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

4      Teacher workday  

 

5    First day of 2nd semester 

 
 

     

4      No school Labor Day 

 

15    No school in-service day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   
 

 FEBRUARY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

   21 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28         
 

18      Winter break 

 

 

7 & 8   Parent-Teachers 

           Conferences - students 

           are not to report to 

           school 

 

15       End of 1st quarter K-8 

           No school K-5 

           2:00 Dismissal 6-12 

OCTOBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

         1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
 

 MARCH ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       
 

8         End of 3rd quarter K-8 

           2:00 dismissal K-12 

 

9 &10 Parent-Teachers 

            conferences – students 

            are not to report to  

            to school 

 

11        Spring break 

 

24-26  No school Thanksgiving 

           break 

NOVEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30         
 

 APRIL ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

         1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

15 & 18  No school Easter break 

22      End of 1st semester 

          2:00 Dismissal  

 

23      Start of Christmas break 

DECEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
 

 MAY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
 

15     Graduation 

 

19     End of 2nd Semester 

         Last day for students 

         2:00 Dismissal  

 

20     Teacher workday  

23     Make up day 

24     Make up day 

      

Teacher Days =    185 

Student Days  =    176 (Q1=40, Q2=45, Q3=44, Q4=47) 

Kindergarten Hours   =   1,140  

1st Grade through 5th Grade   =  1,154 

6th Grade and 9th Grade  =  1,154 

7th & 8th Grade = 1,159.5  

10th, & 11th Grade  =  1,159.5 

Seniors hours  =  1,120 

 

MPS 

Equipping ALL Students to Succeed! 

  

 

School Start Time is 8:00 

School Dismissal Time is 3:30 

2:00 Dismissal every Wednesday 

 

High School Activities Calendar 

https://www.gnaconference.org/public/genie/415/s

chool/5/ 

https://www.gnaconference.org/public/genie/415/school/5/
https://www.gnaconference.org/public/genie/415/school/5/


2021-2022 McCook Public Schools DRAFT #2 

13  First day for staff In-Service 

 

16  In-service 

 

17  2:00 Dismissal First Day for 

      Grades K-6, & 9 

 

18  2:00 Dismissal First Day for 

      7, 8, 10 -12 
 

AUGUST ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
 

 JANUARY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

           1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

4      Teacher workday  

 

5    First day of 2nd semester 

 
 

     

4      No school Labor Day 

 

15    No school in-service day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   
 

 FEBRUARY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

   21 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28         
 

18      Winter break 

 

 

7 & 8   Parent-Teachers 

           Conferences - students 

           are not to report to 

           school 

 

15       End of 1st quarter K-8 

           No school K-5 

           2:00 Dismissal 6-12 

OCTOBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

         1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
 

 MARCH ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       
 

8         End of 3rd quarter K-8 

           2:00 dismissal K-12 

 

9 &10 Parent-Teachers 

            conferences – students 

            are not to report to  

            to school 

 

11        Spring break 

 

24-26  No school Thanksgiving 

           break 

NOVEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30         
 

 APRIL ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

         1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

15 & 18  No school Easter break 

22      End of 1st semester 

          2:00 Dismissal  

 

23      Start of Christmas break 

DECEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
 

 MAY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
 

     Graduation 

 

19     End of 2nd Semester 

         Last day for students 

         2:00 Dismissal  

 

20     Teacher workday  

23     Make up day 

24     Make up day 

      

Teacher Days =    185 

Student Days  =    176 (Q1=40, Q2=45, Q3=44, Q4=47) 

Kindergarten Hours   =   1,140  

1st Grade through 5th Grade   =  1,154 

6th Grade and 9th Grade  =  1,154 

7th & 8th Grade = 1,159.5  

10th, & 11th Grade  =  1,159.5 

Seniors hours  =  1,120 

 

MPS 

Equipping ALL Students to Succeed! 

  

 

School Start Time is 8:00 

School Dismissal Time is 3:30 

2:00 Dismissal every Wednesday 

 

High School Activities Calendar 

https://www.gnaconference.org/public/genie/415/s

chool/5/ 

https://www.gnaconference.org/public/genie/415/school/5/
https://www.gnaconference.org/public/genie/415/school/5/
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