
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Red Willow School District #73-0017

McCook Public Schools
6:30 PM Monday, December 11, 2017

Junior High Conference Room
700 W 7th St

McCook, NE 69001 
 
 

1. Call to Order
Motion to excuse Mrs. Thomas from this meeting Passed with a motion by Loretta Hauxwell 
and a second by Brian Esch.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

1.1. Roll Call

1.2. Recognition of Open Meeting Law

1.3. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Reports, Communications & Public Participation

2.1. Public Participation

2.1.1. Student Council Report

Ms. Neel reported on the High School Student Council and the activities and events they 
have and will be hosting.

2.1.2. McCook Elementary PTO

Mr. Bredvick reported for the McCook Elementary PTO.  He stated they will host an 
organizational meeting in January along with a family fun night planning meeting to follow 
later.   Staff has received holiday money to spend on their class.

2.1.3. Board accepts public comments

Mrs Davidson's High School One Act Play group attended and was recognized for their 
efforts involving their performances.
Mrs. Hauxwell stated how this is an example of excellence in education.  She also thanked 
all those who supported this group behind the scenes.  She thanked this group for 
representing our school with their skills and abilities.
Mr. Bredvick praised them for how they portrayed this history well.
Mr. Gross shared how they made McCook High School proud.
Mr. Esch encouraged the group to visit the Holocost museum some time in their lives.



The students shared how rewarding and challenging this was along with how much work 
went into it.  They thanked Mrs. Davidson for her support and praised her for all she 
did.  They also shared how great of a team this group was.
Mrs. Davidson shared how talented this group was and appreciated how hard they worked to 
accomplish the successes they achieved.
 
 

3. Consent Agenda
Motion to approve consent agenda Passed with a motion by Bob Elder and a second by Brian 
Esch.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

3.1. Approval of Minutes

3.2. Approval of Expenditures/Payroll for November

3.3. Approve newly revised board policies

4. Reports from Staff Members and Committees

4.1. Policy Committee

The committee sent through to the consent agenda the policy changes and modifications they 
addressed and recommend for Board adoption.
Next meeting will be Thursday January 4th.

4.2. Facilities Committee

Mrs. Hauxwell shared that the elementary facility was discussed with some possible items 
being addressed in the future.   Classroom updates in the High School were identified.  The 
roofing updates were discussed.   Junior High wall issues are being studied by W-
Design.   Bleacher improvements at the track were discussed.   Tennis courts refurbishment 
will happen this summer.   The new playground equipment has been installed.

4.3. Negotiations Committee

Mr. Bredvick reported that negotiations has reached a tentative settlement that is to be 
presented and voted on later in this meeting.

4.4. Report to the Board of Education on Student Performance on state and National 
Assessments

Mr. Norgaard reported on the latest assessment scores and how well we did as a 
district.  This report compares our districts scores and the states average scores in both the 
ACT and NeSA assessments.  He also reported that our state assessments continue to change 
with new requirements and systems.



The data revealed that McCook Public Schools out performed the state and national averages 
in about every area and at every level.

5. Board and Administrative Comments

5.1. Administrative Comments

Mr. Norgaard reported on the NASB State Conference and the value that it brings to our 
Board.  He thanked those who attended.

5.2. Business Manager Comments

Mr. Haney reported on some projects and equipment purchases that were budgeted for and 
approved by the Board last fall.

5.3. Board Comments

Mr. Bredvick thanked those Board members who attended the NASB State Conference.
6. New Business

6.1. Approve donation of $700.00 from McCook Area Sertoma Club to High School Tennis 
Program
Motion to approve the donation of $700 from the Sertoma Club for the McCook Tennis 
Program Passed with a motion by Brian Esch and a second by Brad Hays.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

6.2. Approve donation of $700 from McCook Seroma Club to High School Math Club
Motion to approve the donation of $700 from the McCook Sertoma Club to High School 
Math Club Passed with a motion by Loretta Hauxwell and a second by Bob Elder.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

6.3. Approve 2018-2019 Negotiated Agreement
Motion to approve the negotiated agreement to be 3.58 % Passed with a motion by Tom 
Bredvick and a second by Bob Elder.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

This negotiated agreement included a base increase of $1,100 with no insurance premium or 
deductible increase or changes.

6.4. Accept resignation from Kate Repass
Motion to accept the resignation of Kate Repass with appreciation for her 8 years of service 
to McCook Public Schools Passed with a motion by Tom Bredvick and a second by Loretta 
Hauxwell.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 



Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

6.5. Accept resignation from Rick Haney
Motion to accept the resignation from Mr. Haney with gratitude for his 30 years if service to 
McCook Public Schools Passed with a motion by Tom Bredvick and a second by Brian 
Esch.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

7. Positive Comments

Ms. Neel thanked the school counselors for all they do for the students.
Mrs. Hauxwell thanked Mr. Gross for his study and comparison involving our conference 
schools and recognized the english teachers for their efforts.
Mr. Hays thanked Mr. Haney for his efforts involving the budgeting process.
Mr. Elder thanked both Mrs. Repass and Mr. Haney for all they did for our students. He also 
shared what a positive event the NASB is with the speakers and presenters.
Mr. Esch thanked both Mrs. Repass and Mr. Haney for doing all they do to help parents 
succeed with the development of their kids.  He also thanked the District for allowing the 
Board to attend the NASB State Conference.  He also pointed out the influence that a single 
person can have on the lives of our students.
Mr. Bredvick is thankful for our community and the support they provide to our school 
system.
Mr. Haney thanked all those who play a roll in the advancement and progress of our 
district.  It takes a team of people to accomplish great things and our district is continually 
accomplishing great things with very capable people.
Mrs. Repass recognized McCook Public Schools and stated that her decision to work there 
was one of the best career decision she had made.
Mr. Norgaard recognized Kate and Rick for all they have done for our district.    He also 
recognized Mrs. Davidson and the staff for all they do to develop our students.   He also 
thanked the community for their support of our FFA program.

8. Closed Session

Moved to exit out of closed session at 8:37 PM.
8.1. To protect public interest

8.1.1. Negotiations
Motion to enter into closed session at 8:15 pm Passed with a motion by Loretta Hauxwell 
and a second by Tom Bredvick.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

Motion to exit out of closed session at 8:37 pm



8.1.2. Superintendent's Evaluation to Protect from unnecessary damage to reputation
Moved to enter into closed session at 8:52 pm Passed with a motion by Tom Bredvick and a 
second by Brian Esch.
Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 
Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

Moved to exit out of closed session at 9:35 pm
9. Adjournment

Moved by President Bredvick to adjourn at 9:36 pm
10. Items for Review



Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Monday, November 13, 2017 6:30 PM 

Mountain 

Junior High Conference Room 

700 West 7th Street 

McCook, NE 69001 

 

Tom Bredvick: Present 

Bob Elder: Present 

Brian Esch:  Present 

Loretta Hauxwell: Present 

Brad Hays: Present 

Teresa Thomas: Present 

Present: 6. 

 

1. Call to Order  

1.1. Roll Call 

1.2. Recognition of Open Meeting Law  

1.3. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Reports, Communications & Public Participation  

2.1. Public Participation 
 

2.1.2. McCook Elementary PTO 

Mr. Tom Bredvick reported the activities and efforts involving the Elementary PTO. They 

purchased a big screen TV to support the PBIS program, they have published a school 

calendar to sell, box tops competition has been held, there will be a fun night again this year 

and it is TBA. 

2.1.3. Board accepts public comments  

2.1.4. Presentation by Cathy Jones - NORE 

Mr. Norgaard shared some of the details to the NORE trip that is scheduled and pending 

this summer. 
 

3. Consent Agenda 

Motion to approve consent agenda Passed with a motion by Loretta Hauxwell and a second 

by Brian Esch. 

2.1.1. Student Council Report 

Ms. Neel reported on the various activities involving the High School Student Council. 

slime with 2nd graders, Santa Claus Lane assistance, donations from the pink out fundraiser 

were a few.. 

2.1.5. McCook Community College Presentation 

Mr. Andy Long from MCC showed a power point presentation based on the positive 

relationship that has existed between MPS and MCC. He wanted to share the mission and 

basis of MCC with those present at the board meeting. 



Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 

Yea, Teresa Thomas: Yea 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

3.1. Approval of Minutes  

3.2. Approval of Expenditures/Payroll for October 

3.3. Approve newly revised board policies  

4. Reports from Staff Members and Committees 
 

4.2. Negotiations Committee 

Mrs. Thomas presented on the first negotiations meeting that was held on Nov. 1st. There will 

be another meeting tomorrow morning November 14th.. 

5. Board and Administrative Comments  

5.1. Administrative Comments 
 

5.2. Business Manager Comments 

Mr. Haney reported on the 2017 district audit. The budget was managed as approved with all 

funds and we experienced a balanced budget. 

He also encouraged any Bison Alumni who are interested in participating in the retooling of 

the Bison Alumni Network to contact some of the current officer team. 
 

6. New Business 
 

4.1. Policy Committee 

Mrs. Hauxwell briefly addressed the policies to be evaluated and presented at the next 

meeting. She encouraged those who will be affected by any changes to study them and share 

their thoughts with her. 

5.1.1. School Board Conference 

Mr. Norgaard reminded the Board of the NASB conference in Omaha this week. 

Normally during the month of November Mr. Norgaard presents data on the state 

assessments but it is still embargoed so that information will be presented in the near future. 

5.3. Board Comments 

Mr. Bredvick reminded the board to make travel plans to Omaha for the NASB state 

conference this week.. 

7. Positive Comments 

Ms. Neel complimented the HS Band and other groups who performed at the Elementary on 

Veterans Day. 

Mrs. Hauxwell recognized Kay Meysenburg for her extra efforts involving our students and their 

successes. 

Mr. Hays mentioned the fall choir concert and how enjoyable it was and congratulated all the fall 

activities and thanked all the coaches/sponsors who have such a positive impact on our kids. 



 

8. Closed Session 

Motion to enter into closed session at 8:30 pm Passed with a motion by Bob Elder and a 

second by Brian Esch. 

Tom Bredvick: Yea, Bob Elder: Yea, Brian Esch: Yea, Loretta Hauxwell: Yea, Brad Hays: 

Yea, Teresa Thomas: Yea 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

Moved by Bredvick to exit out of closed session at 8:35 pm 
 

8.1.1. Negotiations 
 

10. Items for Review 

Mr. Elder congratulated Mr. Wiemers for his selection as the Nebraska Coach of the Year as our 

tennis coach. He also thanked Mr. Greg Borland for organizing a positive meet and greet, a new 

elementary principal event that was recently held. 

Mr. Esch wanted to recognize the positive results of the activities of the HS student council. He 

also wanted to recognized MCC and MPS for implementing a quality strategic plan for our 

area. The partnership between MCC and MPS opens opportunities for our kids which is very 

beneficial to our youth. 

Mrs. Thomas wanted to wish Mr. Troester well and thank him for his efforts as he retires this 

year from being our varsity volleyball coach. 

Mr. Bredvick wanted to thank all those who get involved with our kids outside the classroom and 

shared what a positive influence they are having on our students. 

Mr. Haney thanked Mrs. Cheri Beckenauer for her efforts with Bison Alumni Network. He also 

recognized Lauren Miller for her efforts within our Ag/FFA program. 

Mr. Norgaard thanked all the HS groups with helping with Halloween and its activities. 

8.1. To protect public interest 

Motion to exit out of closed session at 8:30 pm. 

9. Adjournment 

Adjournment by President Bredvick at 8:36 pm 
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ORDERING​ ​GOODS​ ​AND​ ​SERVICES​ ​(PURCHASE​ ​ORDERS) 

 

 

 

All​ ​purchases​ ​must​ ​be​ ​approved​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Superintendent​ ​and/or​ ​Business​ ​Manager 

and​ ​must​ ​be​ ​subject​ ​to​ ​the​ ​provisions​ ​of​ ​the​ ​current​ ​budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved  Reviewed ​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Revised​ ​12-11-2017

 

McCook​ ​Public​ ​Schools 
McCook,​ ​Nebraska 
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BIDDING​ ​PROCEDURES 

 

 

 

McCook​ ​School​ ​District​ ​shall​ ​comply​ ​with​ ​the​ ​statutes​ ​of​ ​the​ ​State​ ​of​ ​Nebraska 

regarding​ ​bidding.​ ​​ ​The​ ​taking​ ​of​ ​bids​ ​for​ ​supplies​ ​or​ ​services​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​expected 

whenever​ ​feasible​ ​even​ ​though​ ​not​ ​required​ ​by​ ​statute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference:​ ​​Nebraska​ ​Revised​ ​Statute​ ​73-106 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved Reviewed Revised​ ​12-11-2017 

 

McCook​ ​Public​ ​Schools 
McCook,​ ​Nebraska 
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VENDOR​ ​PREFERENCE  

 
 
 

In​ ​the​ ​course​ ​of​ ​purchasing​ ​supplies​ ​or​ ​merchandise​ ​and​ ​securing​ ​necessary 

services,​ ​the​ ​school​ ​administration​ ​shall​ ​give​ ​preference​ ​to​ ​merchants​ ​and​ ​service 

suppliers​ ​of​ ​establishments​ ​within​ ​the​ ​McCook​ ​School​ ​District​ ​provided​ ​the​ ​cost 

and​ ​quality​ ​of​ ​the​ ​merchandise​ ​and/or​ ​services​ ​are​ ​reasonably​ ​comparable​ ​with 

those​ ​of​ ​non-local​ ​establishments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved Reviewed  ​ ​​ ​Revised​ ​12-11-2017 

McCook​ ​Public​ ​Schools 
McCook,​ ​Nebraska 
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BUS​ ​SAFETY​ ​PROGRAM 

 

The​ ​Superintendent​ ​shall​ ​direct​ ​the​ ​preparation​ ​of​ ​a​ ​Safe​ ​Pupil​ ​Transportation 

Plan​ ​that,​ ​at​ ​a​ ​minimum,​ ​shall​ ​address​ ​weapons,​ ​pupil​ ​behavior,​ ​terroristic 

threats,​ ​severe​ ​weather​ ​hazardous​ ​materials,​ ​medical​ ​emergencies,​ ​and 

driver/passenger​ ​procedures​ ​in​ ​the​ ​event​ ​of​ ​mechanical​ ​breakdowns​ ​of​ ​the 

vehicle. 

 

The​ ​Superintendent​ ​shall​ ​plan​ ​and​ ​implement​ ​a​ ​safety-training​ ​program​ ​for​ ​pupil 

transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operators​ ​and​ ​vehicle​ ​passengers.​ ​​ ​The​ ​Superintendent 

shall​ ​monitor​ ​the​ ​scheduling​ ​of​ ​inservice​ ​and​ ​educational​ ​opportunities​ ​for 

transportation​ ​personnel​ ​to​ ​improve​ ​their​ ​awareness​ ​and​ ​skills​ ​regarding​ ​pupil 

transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​safety.​ ​​ ​Pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operators​ ​shall​ ​attend 

local​ ​workshops​ ​and​ ​all​ ​inservice​ ​meetings. 

 

Administrative​ ​rules​ ​and​ ​regulations​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​adopted​ ​to​ ​govern​ ​the​ ​safe 

operation​ ​of​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle.​ ​​ ​Students​ ​violating​ ​these​ ​regulations 

may​ ​have​ ​their​ ​riding​ ​privileges​ ​revoked​ ​or​ ​suspended.​ ​​ ​Parents​ ​will​ ​be 

responsible​ ​for​ ​damage​ ​done​ ​to​ ​transportation​ ​vehicles​ ​or​ ​equipment​ ​by​ ​their 

children. 

 

The​ ​school​ ​district​ ​shall​ ​conduct​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​safe​ ​riding​ ​practices 

instruction​ ​and​ ​emergency​ ​safety​ ​drills​ ​at​ ​least​ ​twice​ ​a​ ​year​ ​for​ ​students​ ​who 

utilize​ ​school​ ​district​ ​transportation.​ ​​ ​The​ ​emergency​ ​evacuation​ ​drill​ ​procedure 

should​ ​be​ ​conducted​ ​according​ ​to​ ​guidelines​ ​established​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Nebraska 

Department​ ​of​ ​Education. 

 

Each​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​shall​ ​have,​ ​in​ ​addition​ ​to​ ​the​ ​regular​ ​emergency 

safety​ ​drill,​ ​a​ ​plan​ ​for​ ​helping​ ​those​ ​students​ ​who​ ​require​ ​special​ ​assistance​ ​to 

safety​ ​during​ ​an​ ​emergency.​ ​​ ​This​ ​shall​ ​include,​ ​but​ ​not​ ​be​ ​limited​ ​to,​ ​students 

with​ ​disabilities. 

 

Pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​drivers​ ​are​ ​required​ ​to​ ​attend​ ​each​ ​safety​ ​drill. 

 

All​ ​transportation​ ​vehicles​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​acquired​ ​and​ ​maintained​ ​to​ ​meet​ ​or​ ​exceed 

NDE​ ​Minimum​ ​Equipment​ ​Standards​ ​for​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicles.​ ​​ ​The 

Superintendent​ ​shall​ ​develop​ ​a​ ​systematic​ ​preventive​ ​maintenance​ ​program 

including​ ​daily,​ ​weekly,​ ​monthly,​ ​and​ ​annual​ ​schedules​ ​to​ ​insure​ ​vehicle​ ​safety 

and​ ​reliability.​ ​​ ​This​ ​will​ ​include​ ​a​ ​record​ ​keeping​ ​system​ ​for​ ​maintaining 

inspection​ ​reports​ ​along​ ​with​ ​procedures​ ​for​ ​filing​ ​reports​ ​and​ ​certifications​ ​to 

meet​ ​requirements​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Nebraska​ ​Department​ ​of​ ​Education 

 

 

McCook​ ​Public​ ​Schools 
McCook,​ ​Nebraska 



 

Approved Reviewed ​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Revised​ ​​ ​12-11-17 
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Legal​ ​Reference: Neb.​ ​Statute​ ​79-601​ ​to​ ​610 

NDE​ ​Rule​ ​91 

 

Cross​ ​Reference: 508.05​ ​​ ​Emergency​ ​Plans​ ​and​ ​Drills 

905​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Safety​ ​Program 

McCook​ ​Public​ ​Schools 
McCook,​ ​Nebraska 



Notes​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Facilities​ ​Committee  
Place:​ ​Conference​ ​Room​ ​A​ ​-​ ​Time:​ ​7:00​ ​am​ ​-​ ​Date:​ ​12-8-2017 
 
Agenda​ ​Items: 

● Elementary 
○ Cafeteria​ ​space​ ​being​ ​loud 

■ Sound​ ​panels? 
■ Visit​ ​with​ ​someone​ ​about​ ​possible​ ​solutions 

○ Playground  
■ Possible​ ​sidewalk​ ​cutting​ ​through​ ​the​ ​playground 

○ A​ ​Shade​ ​Tree 
● Future​ ​upgrades​ ​at​ ​High​ ​School 

○ Math​ ​Classrooms 
■ Mr.​ ​Kershaw’s​ ​room​ ​Winter​ ​of​ ​2017-2018 
■ Upstairs​ ​Summer​ ​of​ ​2018  
■ 1-3​ ​classrooms 

● Roofs 
○ High​ ​School​ ​roofs​ ​will​ ​be​ ​replaced​ ​over​ ​the​ ​next​ ​several​ ​years 

● Track​ ​bleachers 
○ Rock​ ​or​ ​debris​ ​fill​ ​under​ ​bleachers​ ​to​ ​retard​ ​soil​ ​erosion 

● Tennis​ ​Courts 
○ Resurface​ ​tennis​ ​courts​ ​summer​ ​of​ ​2018 

● Jr.​ ​Building​ ​Engineer​ ​review 
○ W​ ​Design​ ​review​ ​Jr.​ ​High​ ​building​ ​structure​ ​for​ ​soundness​ ​and​ ​possible​ ​future 

modernization 
● Central​ ​Elementary​ ​Playground 

○ Being​ ​updated 
● Team​ ​box  

○ Team​ ​box​ ​on​ ​visitor​ ​side​ ​at​ ​the​ ​football​ ​field​ ​had​ ​some​ ​drain​ ​tile​ ​put​ ​in​ ​and​ ​some​ ​lawn 
work​ ​done​ ​to​ ​prevent​ ​it​ ​from​ ​becoming​ ​a​ ​overly​ ​muddy. 

● Chairs​ ​for​ ​the​ ​tables​ ​in​ ​conf.​ ​Room​ ​B 
● Other 

Old​ ​Items: 
● McCook​ ​Learning​ ​Center  

○ Spruce​ ​up​ ​the​ ​facility​ ​and​ ​make​ ​it​ ​feel​ ​more​ ​welcoming​ ​for​ ​students​ ​and​ ​patrons 
○ Improve​ ​signage  

● Carpet​ ​for​ ​Main​ ​entry​ ​to​ ​Central 
○ Cost​ ​were​ ​discussed​ ​and​ ​the​ ​need​ ​for​ ​budget​ ​considerations​ ​and​ ​for​ ​the​ ​finance 

committee​ ​to​ ​look​ ​at​ ​this​ ​project 
○ Timing​ ​of​ ​project​ ​will​ ​depend​ ​on​ ​when​ ​the​ ​work​ ​can​ ​be​ ​completed​ ​without​ ​interfering 

with​ ​the​ ​academic​ ​day. 



MPS Assessment Report to the Board of Education
The information provided in this report to the Board of Education is based on state 
and national assessment data. 

2016-2017 State Assessments: NeSA & ACT

The NeSA is used as one of our summative assessments in MPS and therefore 
provides evidence of student mastery of our identified essential learnings. 

Please note that all trend data is different this year than in past years, since the 
ACT is new, the language arts assessment is new and the science and 
mathematics assessments do not include the 11th grade because they now take 
the ACT. 







Reading & English 
Scores Combined

Provided by 
ACT

Average Based 
on NDE Data



Concerns

We are concerned by a few things that will be addressed. 

1. After significant growth a few years ago we continue to show stagnation or 
plateauing in our performance as a district.

2. Our English Language Arts score is reminiscent of our performance on the 
state assessments in 2009 & 2010. 
a. Work must be done here to improve student proficiency scores.

3. We performed below the state on the 4th grade mathematics assessment.
4. Our 4th grade Language arts and our 7th grade mathematics scores were not 

higher than the state by a statistically significant margin. 
5. Some cohort trend data showed decline from the previous year.

You absolutely cannot make a series of good decisions without first 
confronting the brutal facts of reality. ~ Jim Collins



Successes
We are excited by a few things and will need to celebrate them.

1. As a District, we outperformed the state in all areas. 
2. We outperformed the state on the brand new Language Arts assessment by a 

statistically significant margin.
a. Changes in previous years to the English Language Arts essential 

learnings by our insightful and hard working teachers kept us ahead of 
the curve on the new assessment.

3. We outperformed the state on the ACT by more than a point and a half.
4. 2017 had a cohort 4 year graduation rate of 96%; while, the state was 89%, 

and the nation was 84% in 2016. MPS success is not possible without 
teachers who truly care about our students. 



2017-2018 Assessment
Please note that the 2017-2018 state assessments will also be different from 
previous years. In fact, the new state assessments will be called NSCAS for 
Nebraska Student-Centered Accountability System. NeSA is now defunct. 

Changes:

1. Reworked English Language Arts Assessment that will not include Text 
Dependent Analysis (for 2017-2018 only). This also means the 2018-2019 
assessment will be different!

2. Brand new Mathematics Assessment based on realigned state standards.
3. The state assessment will be done online this year in cooperation with 

NWEA… The developers of the MAPs NRT. 













 

File:​ ​​ ​801.05 

Page​ ​1​ ​of​ ​1 

 

BUS​ ​DRIVER​ ​SUPERVISION 

 

 

School​ ​bus​ ​drivers​ ​must​ ​pass​ ​physical​ ​examinations​ ​and​ ​meet​ ​other​ ​criteria​ ​as 

established​ ​by​ ​state​ ​and​ ​federal​ ​law​ ​and​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Nebraska​ ​Department​ ​of 

Education.​ ​​ ​Bus​ ​drivers​ ​must​ ​have​ ​a​ ​valid​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operator’s 

permit​ ​and​ ​shall​ ​have​ ​it​ ​in​ ​their​ ​possession​ ​when​ ​transporting​ ​students.​ ​​ ​This 

does​ ​not​ ​apply​ ​to​ ​the​ ​operator​ ​of​ ​a​ ​small​ ​vehicle​ ​being​ ​used​ ​only​ ​for 

extracurricular​ ​activities. 

 

The​ ​school​ ​district​ ​shall​ ​obtain​ ​a​ ​record​ ​of​ ​satisfactory​ ​driving​ ​as​ ​determined​ ​by 

board​ ​policy.​ ​​ ​It​ ​is​ ​required​ ​that​ ​a​ ​copy​ ​of​ ​the​ ​individual’s​ ​driving​ ​record​ ​be​ ​on​ ​file 

with​ ​the​ ​district​ ​before​ ​employment​ ​as​ ​a​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operator​ ​as 

defined​ ​in​ ​NDE​ ​rules.​ ​​ ​The​ ​school​ ​district​ ​shall​ ​obtain​ ​and​ ​keep​ ​on​ ​file​ ​a​ ​criminal 

history​ ​record​ ​of​ ​driver​ ​applicants​ ​who​ ​are​ ​not​ ​certificated​ ​Nebraska​ ​teachers​ ​or 

administrators​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Nebraska​ ​State​ ​Patrol​ ​and​ ​local​ ​law​ ​enforcement 

agency​ ​before​ ​employment​ ​as​ ​a​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operator. 

 

School​ ​bus​ ​driver​ ​selection​ ​procedures​ ​will​ ​be​ ​developed​ ​by​ ​the​ ​superintendent​ ​to 

ensure​ ​acceptance​ ​of​ ​drivers​ ​whose​ ​capabilities​ ​are​ ​commensurate​ ​with​ ​job 

responsibilities,​ ​including​ ​minimum​ ​requirements​ ​for​ ​a​ ​satisfactory​ ​driving 

record. 

 

Substitute​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operators​ ​shall​ ​meet​ ​the​ ​same​ ​driver 

requirements​ ​and​ ​qualifications​ ​as​ ​a​ ​regular​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle 

operator.​ ​​ ​A​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operator​ ​shall​ ​not​ ​have​ ​the​ ​authority​ ​to 

assign​ ​a​ ​substitute​ ​without​ ​the​ ​prior​ ​approval​ ​of​ ​any​ ​school​ ​administrator​ ​or 

person​ ​designated​ ​by​ ​the​ ​governing​ ​school​ ​board. 

 

All​ ​school​ ​bus​ ​drivers​ ​are​ ​required​ ​to​ ​inform​ ​the​ ​district​ ​immediately​ ​of​ ​any 

change​ ​in​ ​their​ ​driving​ ​or​ ​criminal​ ​records​ ​that​ ​could​ ​affect​ ​their​ ​eligibility​ ​to 

maintain​ ​the​ ​student​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operator’s​ ​permit. 

 

Pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operators​ ​shall​ ​document​ ​and​ ​report​ ​to​ ​the 

transportation​ ​supervisor​ ​the​ ​occurrence​ ​of​ ​any​ ​events​ ​covered​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Safe​ ​Pupil 

Transportation​ ​Plan​ ​that​ ​involved​ ​the​ ​pupil​ ​transportation​ ​vehicle​ ​operated​ ​by 

the​ ​driver,​ ​or​ ​any​ ​pupils​ ​transported​ ​in​ ​it.​ ​​ ​The​ ​superintendent​ ​shall​ ​develop​ ​such 

reporting​ ​procedures. 

 

Legal​ ​Reference: NDE​ ​Rule​ ​91 
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STUDENT​ ​TRANSPORTATION​ ​FOR​ ​EXTRACURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

The​ ​Board​ ​encourages​ ​field​ ​trips​ ​and​ ​travel​ ​activities​ ​which​ ​broaden​ ​the 

experiences​ ​of​ ​students. 

 

Student​ ​activities​ ​which​ ​require​ ​travel​ ​beyond​ ​500​ ​miles​ ​from​ ​McCook​ ​must​ ​be 

approved​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Board​ ​of​ ​Education​ ​prior​ ​to​ ​commitment​ ​to​ ​the​ ​activity. 
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TRANSPORTATION​ ​OF​ ​OPTION​ ​STUDENTS 

 

 

The​ ​McCook​ ​Public​ ​Schools​ ​will​ ​provide​ ​transportation​ ​to​ ​option​ ​students​ ​who 

live​ ​4​ ​miles​ ​or​ ​more​ ​from​ ​the​ ​building​ ​they​ ​attend​ ​and​ ​no​ ​more​ ​than​ ​.5​ ​miles​ ​off 

of​ ​the​ ​regular​ ​bus​ ​route.​ ​​ ​The​ ​school​ ​district​ ​will​ ​charge​ ​the​ ​parents​ ​or​ ​guardians 

of​ ​each​ ​option​ ​student​ ​transported​ ​a​ ​fee​ ​sufficient​ ​to​ ​recover​ ​the​ ​additional​ ​costs 

of​ ​such​ ​transportation. 

 

The​ ​McCook​ ​Public​ ​Schools​ ​will​ ​follow​ ​all​ ​other​ ​transportation​ ​regulations 

according​ ​to​ ​Nebraska​ ​Department​ ​of​ ​Education​ ​Rule​ ​7,​ ​Regulations​ ​for​ ​the 

Enrollment​ ​Option​ ​Program. 
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USE​ ​OF​ ​SCHOOL​ ​OWNED​ ​VEHICLES 

 

 

 

In​ ​order​ ​to​ ​insure​ ​the​ ​proper​ ​use​ ​and​ ​supervision​ ​of​ ​school​ ​vehicles,​ ​the​ ​person 

assigned​ ​to​ ​regular​ ​use​ ​of​ ​the​ ​vehicle​ ​may​ ​use​ ​it​ ​for​ ​travel​ ​during​ ​the​ ​work​ ​day. 

At​ ​the​ ​conclusion​ ​of​ ​the​ ​work​ ​day​ ​the​ ​vehicle​ ​will​ ​remain​ ​at​ ​the​ ​school​ ​site. 
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