
Board of Education Meeting
Stapleton Public Schools
District 57-0501
May 18, 2020 

President Opela called the regular meeting to order of the Stapleton Public Schools Board of 
Education to order at 7:06 p.m. on Monday, May 18, 2020, in the library at Stapleton Public 
Schools. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited; the norms were read aloud.  Burnside: Present, Kramer: 
Present, Kramer: Present, Opela: Present, Schaeffer: Present, Walz: Present.

President Opela observed Open Meeting Law requirements.  

Board Development:  President Opela listened to a meeting with NASB regarding virtual 
meetings and CARES act funding.  NDE has a survey for the schools to use for parents', students 
and teachers views regarding online learning. 

Moved by Rex Walz, seconded by Steve Schaeffer, to approve the board meeting agenda as 
presented. Motion carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Notice of the meeting was published in the Stapleton Enterprise on Thursday, May 14, 2020, and 
posted at five local business along with notice to the president of the board and all members prior 
to the meeting date. 

President Opela asked if there was any public comment and referred to the guidelines in the 
agenda. 

Moved by K. Kramer, seconded by Rich Burnside, to approve the April 20, 2020, Regular Board 
Meeting and April 28, 2020 Special Board Meeting minutes. Motion carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by Steve Schaeffer, seconded by F. Kramer, to approve the claims as presented. Motion 
carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

The treasurer's report was presented by Superintendent Gaffney. 

Superintendent presented the Community Liaisons' report which included:  Fine Arts Digital 
show participated by six students, Community Clean-Up Week, 2,332 Box Tops collected this 
year, thank you to Bridget Weems for collecting Box Tops, $4,202.61 approved in Foundation 
grants to teachers and three $1,000 senior scholarships awarded.  The Foundation Gala for 2021 
has been scheduled for Friday, March 5. 

The Activities Director's report given by Tera Kostelecky included the following: Chaton 
Bassett, Logan Carlson and Alyson Nicholson were elected to MNAC Honorable Mention All-
Academic team based on their ACT scores, current NSAA guidelines dealing with opening of 
gyms, weight rooms, and fields with Covid-19, the coop committee met last week, the AD 
materials have been handed over to Jason Wehnes.  Tera thanked the board for providing her 



opportunities here at Stapleton.  Supt. Gaffney thanked Tera for all she has done for the school 
district. 

Principal Walker's report included:  Science of Reading webinar, summer reading for K-5, 
virtual bump-up day, OWLS graduate has been employed already, 2020 Launch Nebraska 
Webinar, elementary field day possible date change to fall, and 7-8th grade eligible participation 
requirements. 

The American Civics Committee has not been able to meet this spring, but the new social studies 
standards have been approved and the elementary met on Monday, May 20, 2020, to  realign the 
standards.

Thirty chrome books have been purchased as recommended by the Technology Committee. 

Tobin Buchanan, First National Financial, address the board regarding securing financial dollars 
for building projects.

Discussion items included:  options to securing financial dollars for building projects, status of 
elevator, possible adoption of classified salary schedule, junior high academic eligibility and VB 
bus grant. 

Moved by Rich Burnside, seconded by Rex Walz, to move forward on the next step in the 
building project with possible $2,000,000 lease purchase with First National Capital Market and 
to share vision with the public including not allowing the project to exceed $2,900,000. Motion 
carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by Steve Schaeffer, seconded by K. Kramer, to increase FTE of guidance counselor, 
Margaret Ann Neal, to full time. Motion carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by F. Kramer, seconded by Rex Walz, to approve employment contract with Bryce Funk 
for the 2020-2021 school year. Motion carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by Rex Walz, seconded by Kristy Opela, to table 2020-2021 Extra-Duty Assignments. 
Motion carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by Rich Burnside, seconded by F. Kramer, to table 2020-2021 classified wages. Motion 
carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by F. Kramer, seconded by Rex Walz, to pay certified PTO payout as presented. Motion 
carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by Rich Burnside, seconded by Rex Walz, to table moving board meetings from the third 
Monday of the month to the second Monday of the month. Motion carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye



Moved by Rex Walz, seconded by Rich Burnside, to table action on west handicap lift. Motion 
carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Moved by Rich Burnside, seconded by K. Kramer, to approve roof repair with Weathercraft 
Roofing in the amount $4,040 as presented. Motion carried.
Burnside: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Kramer: Aye, Opela: Aye, Schaeffer: Aye, Walz: Aye

Superintendent Gaffney's report presented information on the following: developing a plan 
regarding the start of the new school year, students last day, Preschool Development Birth 
through Five renewal grant, possible financing for phase 1 of construction plan, elevator cost, 
office manager position update, FFA position, football field fence posts, deep cleaning by Spiffy 
Cleaners, and lawn application. 

The next regular board meeting will be held on Monday, June 15, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
library at Stapleton Public Schools. 

President Opela adjourned the meeting at 10:05 p.m. 

_________________________________________________
Kim Kramer, Secretary


