
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Tuesday, April 9, 2024 @ 5:00 PM

Isanti Community School -Dakota Conference 
Room  

Isanti Community School

Waylon LaPlante:   Present   
Anita LaPointe:   Absent   
Susan Pike:   Present   
Dewayne Wabasha:   Present   
Janelle Whipple:   Absent   
Present: 3, Absent: 2.
Janelle Whipple:   Present   
Present: 4, Absent: 1.
Janelle Whipple arrived at 5:10pm
Anita LaPointe:   Present   
Present: 5.
Janelle Whipple arrived at 5:10pm
Anita LaPointe arrived at 5:11pm
 

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Absent: Anita LaPointe, Janelle Whipple, Present: Waylon LaPlante, Susan Pike, Dewayne 
Wabasha. Present: 3, Absent: 2.

II. Nebraska Open Meetings Law

III. Roll Call

IV. Public Comment & Recognization of Guests

V. Approve the minutes of the March 18, 2024 Regular Board Meeting. 

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Susan Pike to Approve the minutes of the 
March 18, 2024 Regular Board Meeting.
Roll call vote: Passed

Anita LaPointe: Absent, Janelle Whipple: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, 
Dewayne Wabasha: Yea 
Yea: 3, Nay: 0, Absent: 2

VI. Treasurer Report

VII. Approve Outstanding Payables

Present: Janelle Whipple. Present: 4, Absent: 1. Janelle Whipple arrived at 5:10pmPresent: Anita 
LaPointe, Janelle Whipple. Present: 5. Janelle Whipple arrived at 5:10pm Anita LaPointe arrived at 
5:11pm

It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to Approve Outstanding Payables.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle 



Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

VIII. Approval of Depreciation Fund

It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Janelle Whipple to Approve opening a Depreciation 
Fund.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle 
Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

IX. Approval Lunch Fund

It was moved by Janelle Whipple and seconded by Susan Pike to Approve opening a Lunch Fund.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle 
Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X. Discussion and Action Items 

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Susan Pike to add Item 10L Dana Cole 
Auditing to the Agenda.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle 
Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0
It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Anita LaPointe to Approve the Dana Cole Auditors.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle 
Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.A.New Hires

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Janelle Whipple to Approve New Hire, 
Brian Hickman for Middle School Math.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.B.Resignations

It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to Approve Resignations - 
Jordan Foos, Mildred Calugain, Murry McGlone, and James Larson. The District appreciates 
all of the work that these Teachers did. We appreciate them spreading their goodness right here 
in Santee.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 



Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.C.Addendum Approval of Teacher contract 24-25. New teacher incentive pay.

We are hoping to know if we are able to give a retention bonus to Teachers once we get our 
Audit done.

It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Anita LaPointe to Approve the Addendum of 
Teacher contract 24-25. New teacher incentive pay of $5,000.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.D.2024-2025 Certificated Teacher Contracts

Mr.LaPlante talked about whether Certified Staff does not complete the Certification standards. 
What do we do? 
Mr.Shepard and Mr.Krogman talked about in the contract it says if certification standards aren't 
completed, they will be dismissed from their contract.

 

It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to Approve Certificated 
Teacher Contracts.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.E. Approval High School Principal

It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to Table High School 
Principal, Assistant High School Principal, and Elementary Principal Contracts until May.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.F. Approval Assistant Principal

X.G.Approval Elementary-Middle School Principal

X.H.Approval of ESU 2024-25 Service Contract

It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Anita LaPointe to Approve ESU 2024-25 Service 
Contract.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.I. Approval of Student Accident Insurance



It was moved by Susan Pike and seconded by Janelle Whipple to Approve the Student Accident 
Insurance.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.J. Approval of District Property Insurance  Policy

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Susan Pike to Approve the District 
Property Insurance Policy.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.K.Approval to update Lighting in Gym

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Susan Pike to Approve the update of the 
lighting in the Gym.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, 
Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0

X.L. Dana Cole Auditing

XI. Reports

XI.A. TNTP Progress Plan Report

Mr.Shepard stated that we need clarification on who is to be in the teacherages. We have needs 
as to the people we are trying to hire. In the beginning, it was said that it was for certified 
teachers. Currently, we have some teachers, para, and custodians. 

It was stated that the Teacherages are only for Certified Teachers. We are giving the non-
certified staff until the end of their lease to move out. The lease will end June 30, 2024.

XI.B. Superintendent Report

Mr.Shepard stated that we need clarification on who is to be in the teacherages. We have needs 
as to the people we are trying to hire. In the beginning, it was said that it was for certified 
teachers. Currently, we have some teachers, para, and custodians. 

It was stated that the Teacherages are only for Certified Teachers. We are giving the non-
certified staff until the end of their lease to move out. The lease will end June 30, 2024.

There will be a meeting with Head Start and the Tribal Chairman on April 23 from 9am - 12pm 
at the Casino.

Mr.Shepard is meeting with the Commissioner on 4/10/2024. 

XI.C. Elementary/MS Principal and High School Principal



Ms.Whipple is concerned about seniors meeting the 90% attendance requirement in order to 
graduate and if the parents have been notified.
We are going to check the Board Policy to see what it says.

Mr.LaPlante stated that the concern is when they make up hours, are they getting that 
instruction back?
Mr.LaPlante also asked if there is an update on the plan for Culture classes. 
Ms.Eagle said that the Director was still zooming for the students to still receive their College 
Credits.

XI.D. Committee Reports

XI.D.1. Building and Grounds Committee Report

XII. *Closed Session: If, during the course of the meeting discussion of any item on the agenda should 
be held in closed meeting, the board will conduct a closed meeting in accordance with the Nebraska 
Open Meetings Law. 

XIII. Next Board Meeting May 7, 2024

XIV. Adjourn 
 

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Susan Pike to Adjourn Board meeting at 
7:04pm.
Roll call vote: Passed

Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Susan Pike: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle 
Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0



Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, March 18, 2024 @ 5:00 PM

Isanti Community School -Dakota Conference 
Room  

Isanti Community School

Waylon LaPlante:   Present   
Anita LaPointe:   Present   
Susan Pike:   Absent   
Dewayne Wabasha:   Present   
Janelle Whipple:   Absent   
Present: 3, Absent: 2.
Janelle Whipple:   Present   
Present: 4, Absent: 1.
Janelle Whipple arrived at 5:18

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Absent: Susan Pike, Janelle Whipple, Present: Waylon LaPlante, Anita LaPointe, Dewayne Wabasha. Present: 3, 
Absent: 2.

II. Nebraska Open Meetings Law

III. Roll Call

IV. Public Comment & Recognization of Guests

V. Approve the minutes of the February 13, 2024 Regular Board Meeting.

It was moved by Anita LaPointe and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to to Approve the minutes of the Feb. 13, 
2024 Regular Board Meeting.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Janelle Whipple: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea 
Yea: 3, Nay: 0, Absent: 2

VI. Treasurer Report

Mr. Shepard and Miss Fuhrer talked about the accounts at the Bank. In the bank there is a General bank account and 
in that General Bank Account, the Depreciation Fund and Lunch Fund monies are combined. They stated that they 
are going to open two more accounts at the bank: one for the Depreciation fund and one for the Lunch Fund.

VII. Approve Outstanding Payables

It was moved by Anita LaPointe and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to to Approve outstanding payables.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Janelle Whipple: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea 
Yea: 3, Nay: 0, Absent: 2

VIII. Discussion / Action Items 

VIII.A. Fire Sprinkler Repairs- Johnson Controls

Present: Janelle Whipple. Present: 4, Absent: 1. Janelle Whipple arrived at 5:18



Greg Shepard explained the concern that we have if there was a fire we wouldn't have the water we need. It is his 
recommendation to accept this bid.

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Anita LaPointe to approve the quote to correct the fire 
sprinklers for $19,121.60.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Janelle Whipple: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: 
Yea 
Yea: 3, Nay: 0, Absent: 2

VIII.B. Property Insurance Renewal

This is tabled for the April Board Meeting.

VIII.C. April 29 will not be a PD day but a Student day.

It was moved by Janelle Whipple and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to Approve April 29 will not be a PD day 
but a Student day.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

VIII.D. Calendar 2024-25

It was moved by Anita LaPointe and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to Approve the Calendar 2024-2025.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

VIII.E. Signing Bonus For New Teachers

Mr. Shepard is suggesting that we have a signing bonus of $5,000 for new Teachers.

It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Janelle Whipple to Approve Signing Bonus for New 
Teachers.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

VIII.F. Staff Retention Payment for all Classified Staff

Mr.Shepard suggested that we table this, so we are able to look at our up-coming budget. We will have a 
recommendation for the Retention Bonus come the Board Meeting in April.

VIII.G. Staff Retention Payment for all Certificated Staff

Mr.Shepard suggested that we table this, so we are able to look at our up-coming budget. We will have a 
recommendation for the Retention Bonus come the Board Meeting in April.

VIII.H. Resignations

There are three resignations: Redwing Thomas, Breann Sweeney, and Claris Smith. Mr. Shepard stated that we 
wish them the best and the School Board Members agreed.



It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Janelle Whipple to Approve the three Resignations.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

VIII.I. New Hires

Lisa Vogt is an applicant that wanted to start in August. She got into a car accident and was not able to finish the 
interview process. She specializes in behaviors. 

It was moved by Janelle Whipple and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to Approve Lisa Vogt's contract to start 
March 26th..
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

VIII.I.1. 2024-2025 Certificated Teacher Contract

Mr. LaPlante said that we are going to table this for April 9th.

IX. Reports

IX.A. Superintendent Report

Mr. Shepard would like to thank all of our staff and how appreciative he is of the work that the staff puts in. He 
has been nothing but impressed. Mr. Shepard also discussed his recent conference to Washington, DC to learn 
about Impact Aid. 

IX.B. PK Director, Elementary/MS Principal and High School Principal

IX.C. Board Committee Reports

IX.C.1. Schedule Committee Meeting Dates

Buildings and grounds will meet Monday night.

X. *Closed Session: If, during the course of the meeting discussion of any item on the agenda should be held in 
closed meeting, the board will conduct a closed meeting in accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Law. 

It was moved by Janelle Whipple and seconded by Dewayne Wabasha to go into Closed session to talk about 
personal at 6:23pm.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1
It was moved by Dewayne Wabasha and seconded by Anita LaPointe to go out of Closed session on 6:38pm.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

XI. Next Board Meeting April 9, 2024 at 5:00 pm

XII. Adjourn 
 



It was moved by Anita LaPointe and seconded by Janelle Whipple to Adjourn the Board Meeting at 6:39pm.
Roll call vote: Passed

Susan Pike: Absent, Waylon LaPlante: Yea, Anita LaPointe: Yea, Dewayne Wabasha: Yea, Janelle Whipple: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0, Absent: 1











Isanti High School School Board Update
For April 2024
Tuesday, April 9, 2024

1. We had 13 high school students reach the 90% attendance goal. We continue
to struggle with tardiness but they do make it daily.

2. All Juniors complete their ACT scores and they will receive their results
within 4 weeks. They did a good job completing the test as it’s very lengthy.
The ACT (American College Test) is a national standardized test that serves
as a measurement of aptitude and critical thinking. It tests in English, math,
reading, science and writing is optional. The ACT can increase your chances
of earning new or better scholarships.

3. MAP testing for Freshman, Sophomore, and Juniors on May 24, 25, and 30,
2024. The MAP Growth Assessment is an interim assessment that measures
individual student academic growth over time in the areas of reading, math
and science.

4. High School Prom Night will be Friday, April 19, 2024. We will be having
Santee Police Services conducting a breathalyzer check upon student entry
to prevent any issues as we are an alcohol/drug free school.

5. We are confirmed to attend the Nebraska Native Youth Gathering:
Strengthening Indigenous Leaders for Wednesday, April 17, 2024. We will be
departing from the school at 7:00 a.m. We will have teachers available with
work for those students who stay behind and come to school.

6. Haskell College Visit for Juniors/Seniors will be Monday, April 22, 2024.
Departure is 6 a.m.
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