
Meeting Minutes of the Board of Trustees
DRIPPING SPRINGS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

A Board of Trustees Workshop Meeting of the Board of Trustees of DRIPPING SPRINGS 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT was held Monday, June 16, 2025, beginning at 5:00 PM in the 
Center for Learning & Leadership - Live Oak Room.

Attendance:
Olivia Barnard:   Present   
Kim Cousins:   Present   
Shanda DeLeon:   Present   
Mary Jane Hetrick:   Present   
Rob McClelland:   Present   
Tricia Quintero:   Present   
Stefani Reinold:   Present   

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ESTABLISH QUORUM
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS

A. Posted Agenda Items
3. PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION

A. Learning & Innovation Update
4. ADJOURN

September 26, 2019
Date

Attest:

____________________________________ __________________________________
President, DSISD Board of Trustees Secretary, DSISD Board of Trustees
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BOARD ITEM SHEET 

 

Regular Meeting Date: June 16, 2025 
 

Agenda Item: Learning and Innovation Department Update 
 

         Reports         Discussion            Consent           Action 
 

Presenter:  Assistant Superintendent, Learning & Innovation, Karen Kidd  
 

Motion Language: N/A 
 

Policy: N/A    
 

Background: This workshop will cover updates from the Learning & Innovation 
department.  
 
Attachments: 2025-2026 Learning & Innovation Presentation 
 

Goals: 
 

 We will ensure students possess the skills to confidently solve problems, communication effectively, adapt, lead and innovate 
to be prepared for their future. 

  

 We will create pathways for access to resources and programs for all students to support their personal well-being and 
growth. 

  

 We will strategically recruit, hire, develop, and retain quality staff who can effectively fulfill our highest hopes for our 
students. 

  

 We will enhance and align communication and engagement strategies to build and support relationships with parents, 
businesses, and our community. 

  

 We will effectively and efficiently manage operational, programmatic and fiscal compliance. 
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Board Workshop: 
Learning and Innovation 
Update
June 16, 2025
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● Intentional & Thoughtful Use of Technology
○ Goal
○ Timeline
○ Best Practices

● Single-Subject Acceleration
○ Purpose and Outcomes
○ Current Data
○ Differentiation

Agenda
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Intentional and Thoughtful 
Use of Technology: A Shift 
Towards Balance
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Thoughtful & Intentional Use of Technology in DSISD
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dsisdtx.us/digitallearning
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Redefine & Raise Expectations 
for Digital Learning

Our students deserve 
classrooms where they can 
engage deeply, think creatively, 
and use technology to redefine 
what’s possible — not just to 
complete a digital task.
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Balance, purpose, and creativity  
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Elementary Single-Subject 
Acceleration 14



Characteristics of Accelerated Students
1. Exceptionally high achievement in a subject area(s)
2. Mastery of subject-level materials at least one year ahead of current grade 

placement as exhibited by an 80% or above on the specified CBEs
3. Demonstrated desire to accelerate without parental pressure
4. Social-emotional maturity
5. Academic motivation
6. Persistence/grit
7. An intense interest in the specific academic area
8. Strong independent study skills
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Purpose of Acceleration

● The purpose of acceleration is to afford opportunities for students to 
take more advanced coursework in high school. 

● Meet student academic and growth needs.

● TEC 74.24 and Board Policy EHDC (Legal) EHDC (Local)
○ K-5 Whole Grade Acceleration
○ 6-12 Single Subject Acceleration 
○ In DSISD, K-5 Single-Subject Acceleration

Can students still get advanced coursework in high school met without 
accelerating in elementary school?
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https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/sboe-rules-tac/sboe-tac-currently-in-effect/ch074c.pdf
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=619&code=EHDC#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=619&code=EHDC#localTabContent


Yes!

There are several advanced options available for math and science.
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Many options are available to accelerate in math…these are 
just two examples. 

● Math Pathway #1
○ 6th Compacted math (6th/7th)
○ 7th CBE to skip 8th and go into Algebra I 
○ 8th Geometry 
○ 9th Algebra II
○ 10th Advanced
○ 11th Advanced
○ 12th Advanced

● Math Pathway #2
○ 6th CBE to 7th
○ 7th taking 8th
○ 8th taking Algebra I 
○ 9th Geometry
○ 10th Algebra II
○ 11th Advanced
○ 12th Advanced
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Science Also Has Several Options for Advanced Coursework 

● Science Pathway #1
○ 6th Science
○ 7th CBE to skip 7th Science 
○ 8th Biology 
○ 9th Chemistry
○ 10th Advanced
○ 11th Advanced
○ 12th Advanced

● Science Considerations
○ Once a student finishes Biology, 

they can double up by taking 
Honors Chemistry and either 
Biotech or AP Environmental. 

○ Once they finish Chemistry, 
everything is on the table. Many 
students take multiple Science 
classes during their junior and 
senior year. 
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English and Social Studies Are Elective Courses

English Electives
Creative Writing  (not a state ELA credit)
Advanced Creative Writing I- Meraki Pub (not an  ELA credit)*
Advanced Creative Writing II-Lit Genre (not an ELA credit)
Advanced Creative Writing II-Humanities (not an ELA credit)
Debate I, II, III, IV (not a state ELA credit)
Debate Block      
ACC Speech (9-12) (spring) (not a state ELA credit)

Social Studies Electives
Psychology  (10-12) (1 sem.)
Sociology  (10-12) (1 sem.)
AP Psychology  (10-12)
ACC Psychology (10-12) (fall)
ACC Sociology (10-12) (spring)
ACC Texas Government (12) (spring)

Can be taken starting in 9th grade

Can be doubled up after 9th grade 
and can be substituted for 10th 
grade social studies
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Acceleration by the Numbers
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Conversation about Considerations
● Academic Implications
● Operational Impact
● Financial Expenditure 
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How do we meet the needs of these 
elementary students?

• All teachers are required to have 30-hours of GT training
• Each year teachers receive a 6-hour update
• The state requires compacted math in 6th grade 
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Differentiation in the Classroom

● Depth
○ Going beyond surface-level understanding
○ Developing expertise

● Complexity
○ Making connection and examining relationships
○ Challenging students to think critically

● Utilizing Higher Lexile Level Texts
○ Introduce more complex vocabulary
○ Explore varied sentence structures
○ Present abstract concepts
○ Provide opportunities for inference and analysis
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