MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
BOARD OF EDUCATION
HOMER COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Tuesday, April 14, 2026

A meeting of the Board of Education of Homer Community School was convened in open and
public session on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Library at Homer Community School,
Homer, Nebraska. The following board members were present or absent:

Byron Hall: Present, Ryan Harris: Present, Samantha Johnson: Present, Tyler Kirkholm:
Present, Dr. Kristina Nelsen: Present, Paul Tighe: Present.

Administration present: Superintendent Dr. Joseph Lefdal, Principal Abbie Uhl, Principal
Jake Brand, and Board Secretary Amy Brand

Visitors present: Several

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance
with the Board approved method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given
to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of the
news media requesting notification of meetings and advance notification to the listed media of
the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was provided.
Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the
Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of
Education, except as hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the
attendance of the public.

1.Opening the Meeting

I.A.Call Meeting to Order and Notification of Open Meeting Law
[.A.i.Posted in the room

[.A.ii.Publication of Meeting was provided according to 84-1411
[.B.District Mission Statement:

II.Board Member Roll Call
All members present

II1.Pledge of Allegiance

IV.Excuse Absent Board Members

V.Approval of the Agenda and changes to the Agenda
Motion was made by Samantha Johnson and seconded by Byron Hall to approve the agenda
as presented. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

VI.Consent Agenda
Motion was made by Byron Hall and seconded by Ryan Harris to approve all items
presented on the Consent Agenda. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion




carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0
VI.A.Approval of Minutes from the March regular meeting

VI.B.Approve claims and accounts
VI.C.Approve resignations
VII.Public Comment

It was shared with the Board that the rejection of the Knife River project may impact the
district's future taxable growth.

VIII.Information Items: Reports

VIII.A.Administrator reports
Casey Tremayne and Joy Gonzalez presented to the board about the different ways they are
currently co-teaching with 6th grade students.

Mrs. Uhl and Mr. Brand shared updates highlighting a busy and successful spring across the
district, with a strong focus on student transitions, celebrations, and upcoming events. Plans
are in place to support Sth graders transitioning to 6th grade through orientation activities,
panels, and an open house for families. At the elementary level, events like the spring
concert, Kindergarten Round Up with 21 participating families, and a well-attended Title I
Read-In reflect strong community engagement. Students are actively participating in NSCAS
testing, with additional assessments like AIMSweb to be scheduled, and upcoming events
include the elementary track meet and preschool graduation. At the secondary level, student
scheduling for next year is underway, ACT data analysis is forthcoming, and key milestones
like senior trip, last day, and graduation are approaching. Extracurriculars are thriving, with
spring sports in full swing, notable track performances, and strong representation and
success at the SkillsUSA State Competition. The district continues to build strong
momentum as the school year progresses, with a clear focus on supporting students and
preparing them for a successful finish.

VIIIL.B.Superintendent report
Discussion was held regarding holding off on budget amendments until June to allow for
more accurate financial projections. The administration reported that $170,000 has been
repaid to the QCPUF, which was viewed as a very positive step for the district’s financial
position. Board members were asked to indicate their availability for graduation. Information
was shared on the ACT recovery course. Updates to the student handbook were discussed,
including recent library changes. The administration is currently seeking bids for the
potential trade-in of the grey van. Enrollment stands at 452 students, with 3 new students and
no withdrawals, and attendance remains at 95%. An update was also provided on chronic
absenteeism data and ongoing recovery efforts.

VIII.C.NRCSA Report
Kristina Nelsen shared information about the NRCSA conference she attended. The
conference had very good speakers and great information on many topics. She highly
recommended other board members participate in the future.



IX.Discussion Items

IX.A.Academic Content Standards for reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social
studies
Dr. Lefdal presented information on Academic Content Standards, which needs to be
presented yearly.

IX.B.2026-27 Professional Development Plan
Dr. Lefdal shared that the three administrators will develop a professional development plan
for the 2026-2027 school year and present it in June. He said it will be heavy in curriculum
work on the elementary side and heavy on standards work on the secondary side.

IX.C.Legislative Update
A legislative update was provided, noting that while limited education-related bills were
passed this session. Ongoing monitoring and advocacy efforts will remain a priority to
ensure the district is prepared for any changes and continues to communicate the potential
impact on students, staff, and the community.

[X.D.Summer Maintenance
Dr. Lefdal shared we are going to keep summer projects small this year. Do some deep
cleaning, painting, and small projects around the building. We will hold costs down as much
as possible.

IX.E.Ag Update
Mr. Jerabek shared several strong ideas for next year’s coursework and described activities
currently taking place in his classes. He anticipates that student interest in agriculture classes
will increase next year. He also outlined opportunities available to students prior to
establishing an FFA chapter. Additionally, there appears to be significant community
support for starting an FFA chapter in the near future. A public interest meeting will be held
at the end of the school year to discuss the potential launch of an FFA chapter.

IX.F.Review ELL Program
This is a yearly review on our English Language Learner program. Dr. Lefdal discussed our
program and how we monitor how students are growing in this area.

IX.G.Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Dr. Lefdal discussed the possibility of changing how we recognize our top graduating
students to provide more scholarship opportunities for students with excellent and similar
GPA's and ACT scores.

IX.H.Scheduling Update
Dr. Lefdal shared the 26-27 schedule is coming together nicely and nearly completed.

IX.I.Virtual High School Update
Dr. Lefdal discussed an opportunity to generate income for the school by offering a virtual
online high school. This will be discussed at a later date.

X.Action Items
X.A.Consider, discuss, and take action to approve the class of 2026 graduation list

Motion was made by Dr. Kristina Nelsen and seconded by Samantha Johnson to approve the
class of 2026 graduation list. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion



carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

X.B.Consider, discuss, and take action to accept contract renewals for certificated staff
Motion was made by Dr. Kristina Nelsen and seconded by Byron Hall to accept contract
renewals for certificated staff. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion
carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

X.C.Consider, discuss, and take action to approve the Mid year policy updates
Motion was made by Samantha Johnson and seconded by Dr. Kristina Nelsen to approve the
Mid year policy updates. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

XI.Next Meeting
The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 12th at 7:00 p.m.

XII.Adjournment
Motion was made by Samantha Johnson and seconded by Ryan Harris to adjourn the

meeting at 8:35 p.m. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea

Yea: 6, Nay: 0

Dated this Tuesday, April 14, 2026.
ATTEST: Dakota County School District #31R

Dr. Kristina Nelsen a/k/a Homer Community School
Secretary BY: Paul Tighe, President



MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
BOARD OF EDUCATION
HOMER COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Tuesday, March 10, 2026

A meeting of the Board of Education of Homer Community School was convened in open and
public session on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Library at Homer Community School,
Homer, Nebraska. The following board members were present or absent:

Byron Hall: Present, Ryan Harris: Present, Samantha Johnson: Present, Tyler Kirkholm:
Present, Dr. Kristina Nelsen: Present, Paul Tighe: Present.

Administration present: Superintendent Dr. Joseph Lefdal, Principal Abbie Uhl, Principal
Jake Brand, and Board Secretary Amy Brand

Visitors present: Several

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance
with the Board approved method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given
to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of the
news media requesting notification of meetings and advance notification to the listed media of
the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was provided.
Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the
Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of
Education, except as hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the
attendance of the public.

1.Opening the Meeting

I.A.Call Meeting to Order and Notification of Open Meeting Law
[.A.i.Posted in the room

[.A.ii.Publication of Meeting was provided according to 84-1411
[.B.District Mission Statement:

II.Board Member Roll Call
All members present.

II1.Excuse Absent Board Members

IV.Approval of the Agenda
Motion was made by Samantha Johnson and seconded by Byron Hall to approve the agenda
as presented. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

V.Consent Agenda
Motion was made by Ryan Harris and seconded by Dr. Kristina Nelsen to approve all items
presented on the Consent Agenda. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion
carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.




Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0
V.A.Approval of Minutes from the February regular meeting

V.B.Approve claims and accounts
The board reviewed the district’s budget, including a discussion of all major accounts.
Current balances, spending trends, and projected expenditures were examined to ensure
alignment with district priorities and financial responsibilities. Annual spending patterns
were also reviewed to help guide planning and maintain responsible fiscal management
moving forward.

VI.Public Comment
Comments were made on how well the lunch program is going.

VIl.Information Items: Reports

VII.A.Teacher Report
This will be postponed until April's meeting.

VIL.B.Administrator reports
Homer Community Schools continue to see strong engagement from students and families
across the district, with high participation in recent parent-teacher conferences. At the
elementary level, upcoming activities include NAEP testing for fourth grade, NAIA Youth
Day for grades 3-5, a fourth-grade field trip to the Orpheum Theatre, and the annual Kids
Heart Challenge fundraiser. Elementary staff have also selected the CKLA English
Language Arts curriculum and will be visiting neighboring districts to observe
implementation. At the secondary level, students are preparing for ACT and PreACT testing
while also participating in music festivals, art shows, and spring athletics. The district will
also host the District Speech Contest and recognize National Agriculture Week with student
demonstrations and community activities.

VII.C.Superintendent report
An update was provided on current enrollment and attendance data. Trends and overall
student attendance rates were reviewed as part of ongoing monitoring efforts. Information
regarding student internship opportunities and potential partnerships to support career
exploration and real-world learning experiences was also shared.

VIII.Discussion Items

VIII.A.Mid year policy updates 1st reading
Dr. Lefdal discussed different policy updates and how they tie in with Homer School. Policy
updates will now come from NASB.

VIII.B.Legislative Update
Dr. Lefdal reviewed several Legislative Updates with the board.

IX.Action Items

IX.A.Consider, discuss, and take action to approve the transfer of $80,000 to School Nutrition
Fund from the General Fund for March through August.
The board considered, discussed, and took action to approve the transfer of $80,000 from the
General Fund to the School Nutrition Fund to support operations for the period of March



through August.
Motion was made by Tyler Kirkholm and seconded by Byron Hall to approve the transfer of
$80,000 to School Nutrition Fund from the General Fund for March through August. On roll
call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

IX.B.Consider, discuss, and take action to approve the bid for $64,392 for K-5 English
Language Arts curriculum
Discussion was held regarding the new elementary curriculum. Dr. Lefdal and Mrs. Uhl
shared their excitement about implementing the new program. It was also noted that
elementary teachers were provided the opportunity to give input and participate in the
decision-making process regarding the curriculum selection.
Motion was made by Dr. Kristina Nelsen and seconded by Ryan Harris to approve the bid
for $64,392 for K-5 English Language Arts curriculum. On roll call vote the Board voted as
follows: The motion carried
Byron Hall: Abstain (With Conflict), Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler
Kirkholm: Yea, Dr. Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Abstain (With Conflict): 1

X.Next Meeting
The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 14th at 7:00 p.m.

XI.Adjournment
Motion was made by Dr. Kristina Nelsen and seconded by Samantha Johnson to adjourn the

meeting at 7:35 p.m. On roll call vote the Board voted as follows: The motion carried
Byron Hall: Yea, Ryan Harris: Yea, Samantha Johnson: Yea, Tyler Kirkholm: Yea, Dr.
Kristina Nelsen: Yea, Paul Tighe: Yea

Yea: 6, Nay: 0

Dated this Tuesday, March 10, 2026.
ATTEST: Dakota County School District #31R

Dr. Kristina Nelsen a/k/a Homer Community School
Secretary BY: Paul Tighe, President



Homer Community Schools
04/13/2026 10:19 AM
Vendor Name

Checking AccountID 1
Appeara

Appeara

Appeara

Total Appeara

AT&T
AT&T
AT&T
Total AT&T

Bird, Darrian
Total Bird, Darrian

Blick Art Materials
Total Blick Art Materials

Century Link
Total Century Link

Comfort Inn Kearney
Total Comfort Inn Kearney

Dakota County Star
Total Dakota County Star

Dennis Supply Company
Total Dennis Supply Company

Eakes Office Solutions
Eakes Office Solutions
Total Eakes Office Solutions

Electronic Engineering
Total Electronic Engineering

Fastwyre Broadband
Total Fastwyre Broadband

First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
First National Bank Omaha
Total First National Bank Omaha

Fremont Tire
Total Fremont Tire

Board Report - Board

Invoice Number
Fund Number 01

1169041

1169041,11-0001

V*1169041,11-0001

04112026-0001
041120260
V*04112026-0001

03312026

7604649,7600166

04022026-0001

80827704

00974,00950

SC0002991227-001

751656,753-0001
755565-0001

883004426-1

1848718-0001

04072026
20260147
20260148
20260157
20260158
20260168
20260171
2026072
2026162
2026167
2026170

30017530

Description

GENERAL FUND

Mop Supplies
Mop supplies
Mop supplies

Long Distance
Long Distance
Long Distance

March Mileage

railboard and matte board

Long Distance

State Speech and Class C Rooms

Publish Minutes and Notice

Supplies

Supplies
Copier Service

Radio earpiece

Monthly Fee

Supplies

Bathroom Faucet Metering Valve (4 Pack)
Chair for Wright

Fuses for the scoreboard in the back gym
Misc

Pedal Bike Speed Sensor

autorama car show

Peavey 31466214 Hid Jack Nins W/ SPD
Marimba Trio - Ticking Tacos

Tardy Pass Books

tape

Bus oil change

Page: 1
User ID: AMB
Amount

152.62
152.62
(152.62)

152.62

125.36
125.36
(125.36)

125.36

396.64

396.64

221.61

221.61

329.40

329.40

2,804.00

2,804.00

122.62

122.62

852.16

852.16

172.06
1,087.28

1,259.34

214.96

214.96

10.45

10.45

2,245.86
99.99
82.56
14.98

110.04
18.05
190.00
25.20
29.00
109.70
22.37

2,947.75

146.11

146.11



Homer Community Schools
04/13/2026 10:19 AM
Vendor Name

Gill Hauling
Total Gill Hauling

Hampton Inn - Kearney
Total Hampton Inn - Kearney

Hillyard / Sioux Falls Branch
Hillyard / Sioux Falls Branch
Total Hillyard / Sioux Falls Branch

Holiday Inn - Kearney
Total Holiday Inn - Kearney

Homer School Activity Account
Total Homer School Activity Account

Houghton, Misty
Total Houghton, Misty

Instructional Planning Center
Total Instructional Planning Center

J & J Pronto
Total J & J Pronto

Jostens, Inc.
Total Jostens, Inc.

JW Pepper & Son Inc
Total JW Pepper & Son Inc

L.B.P. Auto Repair, LLC
Total L.B.P. Auto Repair, LLC

LaPointe, Winona
Total LaPointe, Winona

Lefdal, Joseph
Total Lefdal, Joseph

Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.
Total Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.

Mcarthur Sheet Metal Works
Total Mcarthur Sheet Metal Works

Menards
Menards
Menards
Total Menards

Board Report - Board

Invoice Number

4656351T13-0001

1774027235

844958477
90074856

112980

03172026

03312026

26-1094

02282026-0002

39375529

368391482,68395744

LBP1038

03312026

04302026

33014153-0001

54454

84932
85578
86071

Description

trash removal

Conference Lodging-BoE

Supplies
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, Soap

Hotel - Bus. Manager

District Speech Fees

March Mileage

Behavior health services

Fuel

Caps/Gowns

Scores and Concert Band Piece "wicked"

Mower Maintenance

Nov-March Mileage

Phone Reimbursement

Shop Supplies

stair handrail replacement

Supplies
Lab/SkillsUSA Tools
Supplies

Page: 2
User ID: AMB
Amount

929.58

929.58

144.95

144.95

261.40
8,859.57

9,120.97

149.95

149.95

349.17

349.17

84.36

84.36

164.12

164.12

3,136.11

3,136.11

1,414.00

1,414.00

98.99

98.99

80.00

80.00

393.42

393.42

300.00

300.00

56.55

56.55

1,700.00

1,700.00

194.84
473.88
32.45

701.17



Homer Community Schools
04/13/2026 10:19 AM
Vendor Name

Mid-bell Music, Inc

Total Mid-bell Music, Inc

NASB
Total NASB

Ncsa
Ncsa
Total Ncsa

Nebraska Public Power Distric
Nebraska Public Power Distric
Nebraska Public Power Distric
Total Nebraska Public Power Distric

One Source The Background Check Co
Total One Source The Background Check Co

Parker, Amelia
Total Parker, Amelia

Perry Guthery Haase & Gessfor
Total Perry Guthery Haase & Gessfor

Ponca State Park
Total Ponca State Park

Rave, Arianna
Total Rave, Arianna

Sam's Club
Total Sam's Club

SchoolsPLP,LLC
Total SchoolsPLP,LLC

Sharpback, Fran
Total Sharpback, Fran

Stateline Electric
Total Stateline Electric

Time Management Systems
Total Time Management Systems

TreviPay
TreviPay
Total TreviPay

Troy's Auto World
Total Troy's Auto World

Village Of Homer

Board Report - Board

Invoice Number

11007601,11012534

N-55701,N-55757

02252026
03252026

04082026-0001
0408202600

V*04082026-0001

2022202354

03312026

195

03162026

03312026

04162026-0001

3526

03312026

20174

361270-0001

8619af5b
ea062f53

2062

04152026-0001

Description
Supplies

Conference Charges

NASBO Conv.
Conference

Electric
Electric
Electric

Background check

March Mileage

Legal Fees

HAL expense

March Mileage

Supplies

Digital Instruction Materials

March Mileage

Replace part on shop heater

Monthly Fee

Supplies
Decorations for Elementary Concert

repairs

Water

Page: 3
User ID: AMB
Amount

107.95

107.95

145.00

145.00

180.00
75.00

255.00

4,054.75
4,054.75
(4,054.75)

4,054.75

48.00

48.00

170.40

170.40

972.00

972.00

70.00

70.00

89.59

89.59

43.90

43.90

9,825.00

9,825.00

86.85

86.85

389.70

389.70

111.00

111.00

20.98
26.05

47.03

468.75

468.75

606.13



Homer Community Schools
04/13/2026 10:19 AM
Vendor Name

Village Of Homer

Village Of Homer

Total Village Of Homer

Wilmes Hardware Hank
Total Wilmes Hardware Hank

Wireless Links
Total Wireless Links

Wisner-Pilger High School
Total Wisner-Pilger High School

WoodRiver Energy, LLC
WoodRiver Energy, LLC
WoodRiver Energy, LLC
Total WoodRiver Energy, LLC

Fund Number 01

Checking AccountID 1

Board Report - Board

Invoice Number

0415202600
V*04152026-0001

1791969,1794545

30-202603--0001

03312026

492355-0001
49235500
V*492355-0001

Description
Water and Sewer
Water

Supplies

Bus supplies

Speech Meet Fee

Natural Gas

Utility Energy Service

Natural Gas

Page: 4

User ID: AMB
Amount
606.13
(606.13)

606.13

33.45

33.45

60.60

60.60

96.00

96.00

5,390.50
5,390.50
(5,390.50)

5,390.50

51,477.96

51,477.96



General Fund Account Balances — April 2026

Receipts:

(Received since last board meeting)

First Community Bank — Interest 149.22
Dakota & Thurston County Treasurer — Taxes from last month 471,515.46

State of NE — State Aid 218,964.00

State of NE — SPED 87,347.00
*hhkhhkAAhkAhhhhkhhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhhhhhkhhhhhkhkhhkhhhkhhhkhkhhkihhkiiiiik
Balance in General Fund Checking (4/1/2026) 395,735.30
Balance in General Fund Petty Cash (4/1/2026) 1,474.00
General Fund Balance 397,209.30
KTEEEEEIIEEAAIIIAIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAhhhhhhhhhhhhihhiiik
General Fund Checking Balance as of April 1, 2026 395,735.30

April Accounts Payable Expenses - 38,200.85

April Payroll Expense (Inc payroll deductions) - 518,810.07
April To Be Deposited + 419,002.52
Estimated Balance End of April 257,726.90

Hot Lunch Program Balance March, 2026

Hot Lunch Balance as of March 1, 2026 $ 13,558.40
Expenses to clear the bank in March - 45,896.79
March Deposits + 27,075.75
March Journal Entries for RET, SIT and FIT - 7,692.58
March GF Reimbursement + 15,692.58
Balance End of March $ 2,737.36
April Lunch Payroll $ 25,697.27

Activity Account Balance — March, 2026

Beginning bank balance as of March, 2026 $ 84,950.15
March expenditures - 19,741.86
March deposits +  9,489.54

Balance End of March $ 74,697.83



Building Fund: (Used for Improvements)
Balance in Building Fund Passbook (3-1-26)
Interest
Dakota and Thurston County Treasurer
Less Interest Payment

March Ending Balance
QCPUF Fund
Balance in QCPUF (3-1-26)
Interest
Dakota County Treasurer

March Ending Balance
Depreciation Fund: (Used for Replacement)
Balance in Depreciation Fund Balance (3-1-26)
Less Check to Hillyard (auto-scrubber payment)
Interest

March Ending Balance

$ 125,927.20
361.84
56,976.43
4,033.16

$179,232.31
$ 72,783.97
92.62
88.38
$ 72,964.97
$ 289,823.54
463.46
608.94

$ 289,969.02



September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
TOTALS

September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
TOTALS

September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
TOTALS

Total Collections

2022-2023
800,659
316,779
519,791
275,982

1,130,286
588,149
332,046
574,028
855,633
429,134

48,640
417,695
6,288,821

Tax Collections

2022-2023 % of Total
600,231 74.97%
116,402 36.75%

35,932 6.91%
25,912 9.39%
889,616 78.71%
214,253 36.43%

59,157 17.82%
347,686 60.57%
591,358 69.11%
135,466 31.57%
40,059 82.36%
49,150 11.77%
3,105,221 49.38%
State Aid
2022-2023 % of Total
199,203 24.88%
195,724 61.79%
195,724 37.65%
195,724 70.92%
195,724 17.32%
195,724 33.28%
195,724 58.94%
195,724 34.10%
195,724 22.87%
195,719 45.61%
1,960,714 31.18%

2023-2024

698,595
466,618
221,093
346,820
1,324,358
524,431
485,652
513,032
996,973
489,487
84,226
93,457

6,244,744

2023-2024

504,135
108,401
29,497
25,976
991,893
228,350
70,956
232,260
706,690
173,628
28,798
33,418

3,134,003

2023-2024

191,609
185,008
185,008
185,008
185,008
185,008
185,008
185,008
185,008
185,004

1,856,677

% of Total
72.16%
23.23%
13.34%
7.49%
74.90%
43.54%
14.61%
45.27%
70.88%
35.47%
34.19%
35.76%

50.19%

% of Total
27.43%
39.65%
83.68%
53.34%
13.97%
35.28%
38.09%
36.06%
18.56%
37.80%

29.73%

2024-2025
725,802
652,282
698,727
703,572
869,749
854,201
532,020
492,355

1,400,457
554,793
69,485
119,103
7,672,635

2024-2025
505,420
143,002

29,152
39,247
516,753
655,772
36,784
191,916
1,194,987
146,425
36,411
44,348

3,540,218

2024-2025
201,069
200,874

0
401,748
200,874

0
401,748
200,874
200,874
200,873

2,008,934

% of Total
69.64%
21.92%
4.17%
5.58%
59.41%
76.76%

6.91%
38.98%
85.33%
26.39%
52.40%
37.23%

46.14%

% of Total
27.70%
30.80%

0.00%
57.10%
23.10%

0.00%
75.51%
40.80%
14.34%
36.21%

26.18%

2025-2026

621,845
581,143
377,554
551,411
984,461
581,917
779,376

4,477,707

2025-2026

401,069
156,284

41,306

22,138
616,500
266,173
471,515

1,974,985

2025-2026

218,964
218,964

437,928
218,964
218,964
218,964

1,532,748

% of Total
64.50%
26.89%
10.94%
4.01%
62.62%
45.74%
60.50%
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!

44.11%

% of Total
35.21%
37.68%
0.00%
79.42%
22.24%
37.63%
28.09%
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!

34.23%



01

1100
1125
1150
1160
1190
1200
2120
2130
2141
2151
2161
2171
2181
2213
2220
2290
2320
2410
2510
2520
2530
2610
2650
2660
2710
2712
3535
5000
6200
6210
6408
6700
6990
6992
6997
8000
9000

Homer Community School, April 2026

REGULAR INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS

REGULAR INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS SCHOOL AG

LIMITED ENGLISH PROF PROGRAMS
PROVERTY PROGRAMS
EARLY CHILDHOOD ED PROGRAMS

SPECIAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS

GUIDANCE SERVICES

HEALTH SERVICES

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES SPED SCHOOL AGE
SPEECH & AUDIOLOGY SERV SPED SCHOOL AGE
OT SERVICES SPED SCHOOL AGE

PT SERVICES SPED SCHOOL AGE

VISION SERVICES SPED SCHOOL AGE

INST STAFF TRAINING

LIBRARY/MEDIA SERVICES

Retirement incentive

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF PRINCIPAL

GENERAL ADMIN-BUSINESS SERVICE

PURCH, WARE, AND DIST SERVICES

PRINT, PUB, DUP SERVICES

SUPPORT SERVICES OPERATION OF BUILDING
VEHICLE OPP, ACQUISITION AND MAINTENANCE
SECURITY

VEHICLE OPP & PURCH REG ED

VEHICLE OPP & PURCH SCHOOL AGE SPED
HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS

DEBT SERVICES

TITLE |, PART A ESSA IMP BASIC BY LOCAL
TITLE | PART A ACCT ESSA IMPROV BASIC
6408

FED VOC & APP TECH ED (CARL PERKINS)
OTHER FED CATEGORICAL RECEIPTS

REAP

6997

TRANSFERS (OUTGOING)

NON-PROGRAM EXPENDITURES

Totals

Revised Budget

Expended During

Expenditures to Date

% of Budget

Month
3,721,460.00 290,579.84 2,351,994 .15 65.03
60,284.00 0.00 263.30 0.44
22,380.00 1,256.26 10,502.56 46.93
523,200.00 46,922.82 383,014.66 73.21
14,010.00 0.00 1,873.63 13.37
500,000.00 61,869.33 509,792.13 101.96
178,000.00 10,877.01 87,348.34 49.07
76,000.00 0.00 2,044.20 2.69
80,000.00 0.00 58,500.00 73.13
110,000.00 0.00 53,750.00 48.86
8,000.00 0.00 3,912.12 48.90
0.00 0.00 2,283.75 0.00
0.00 0.00 26.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 8,125.95 0.00
175,000.00 12,172.43 97,076.97 55.47
0.00 0.00 18,567.45 0.00
290,000.00 19,143.91 163,833.01 56.49
410,000.00 33,222.89 248,231.02 60.54
200,000.00 10,385.31 112,246.44 56.12
0.00 0.00 330.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 1,610.70 0.00
513,000.00 31,369.97 278,847.56 54.64
25,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
2,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
389,601.00 16,469.21 185,467.20 47.60
0.00 0.00 6,606.40 0.00
14,000.00 70.00 529.92 3.79
0.00 0.00 114,000.00 0.00
199,000.00 10,846.94 86,296.86 43.37
6,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
103,000.00 0.00 31,311.00 30.40
10,000.00 0.00 9,021.70 90.22
0.00 0.00 7,771.71 0.00
45,000.00 9,825.00 9,825.00 21.83
5,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
165,065.00 0.00 110,038.19 66.66
0.00 0.00 (1,000.00) 0.00
7,870,000.00 555,010.92 4,954,041.92 63.83



March 20, 2026
Dear Admin,

Please accept this letter as formal notice of my resignation from my position as
paraprofessional at Homer Community School. My last day of employment will be
March 27th, 2026.

| am grateful for the opportunity to have worked with the children, families, and staff
during my time here. | have gained valuable experience and appreciate the support
and guidance | have received. This was not an easy decision, but | believe it is the
right step for me at this time.

| am committed to helping ensure a smooth transition over the next few weeks.
Please let me know how | can assist with training a replacement or completing any
remaining responsibilities.

Whoo|
Thank you again for the opportunity to be part of the team. | wish the <>

continued success in the future.

Sincerely,

Alyssa Peters n




4/9/26,12:37 PM Inbox - Joey Lefdal - Outlook

0 Outlook

Resignation

From Peggy Terwee <peggyterwee@homerknights.org>
Date Thu 4/9/2026 11:53 AM

To Joey Lefdal <joeylefdal@homerknights.org>; Jake Brand <jakebrand@homerknights.org>; School Board
<School_Board@homerknights.org>

| am writing to let you know that | will be resigning from Homer Community Schools at the end
of this school year.

This decision has not been easy. Homer has been my home for the past 29 years, and | feel
incredibly grateful for the time I've spent here as both a high school special education teacher
and Director of Special Education. | have been lucky to work with amazing students, supportive
families, and truly wonderful coworkers. The relationships I've built here mean so much to me,
and that is what makes this so hard.

Ultimately, | have reached Rule of 85 in Nebraska, and this is the right financial decision for my
family. | will be continuing my teaching career at Dakota Valley in South Dakota.

Thank you for the opportunities, support, and friendships over the years. Homer will always hold
a special place in my heart and | will miss it greatly.

Sincerely,

Peggy Ter Wee

?eggy Ter Wee

Director of Special Education
Homer Community School
(402) 698-2377

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original

message.

https://outlook .cloud.microsoft/mail/inbox/id/AAKALgAAAAAAHY QDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEW g0ApPVRvVB51INEC48HIP4VojygAB8Qvd%2FgAA



Dear Dr. Lefdal,

[ am writing to resign from my position at Homer Community School at the end of the
schoolyear, as | will be relocating out of state to be closer to family.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with the students and staff.

Sincerely,
Alisha McPartland-Janssen



March 31, 2026
Grade Total Boys Girls
Preschool 4 year 25 11 14
PK-4 13
PK-4 12
Kindergarten 30 13 17
K-1 15
K-2 15
1t Grade 28 17 11
1st-1 14
1st-2 14
2"d Grade 36 18 18
2nd—1 19
2Md -2 17
3 Grade 26 15 11
3d—1 13
3d-2 13
4th Grade 28 11 17
4th—1 14
4th—2 14
5t Grade 33 16 17
5th-1 16
5th-2 17
Total K-5 181 Total PreK - 5
Comparison to 2015/2016 (PK-6) - 219 Students (71 Opt.)
Comparison to 2016/2017 (PK-6) - 215 Students (73 Opt.)
Comparison to 2017/2018 (PK-6) - 206 Students (69 Opt.)
Comparison to 2018/2019 (PK-6) - 225 Students (90 Opt.)
Comparison to 2019/2020 (PK-6) - 217 Students (83 Opt.)
Comparison to 2020/2021 (PK-6) - 243 Students (78 Opt.)
Comparison to 2021/2022 (PK-6) - 245 Students (70 Opt.)
Comparison to 2022/2023 (PK-6) - 238 Students (68 Opt.)
Comparison to 2023/2024 (PK-5) — 212 Students (66 Opt.)
Comparison to 2023/2024 (PK-5) — 201 Students (67 Opt.)
6t Grade 37 18 19
7th Grade 33 11 22
8th Grade 41 15 26
9t Grade 26 9 17
10* Grade 41 20 21
11t Grade 29 14 15
12t Grade 39 16 23
13-16 Year 0 0 0
Total 6-12 246
Year 13 0
Comparison to 2015/2016 (7-12) — 180 Students (61 Opt.)
Comparison to 2016/2017 (7-12) — 175 Students (63 Opt.)
Comparison to 2017/2018 (7-12) - 171 Students (56 Opt.)
Comparison to 2018/2019 (7-12) - 163 Students (58 Opt.)
Comparison to 2019/2020 (7-12) - 171 Students (65 Opt.)
Comparison to 2020/2021 (7-12) - 190 Students (74 Opt.)
Comparison to 2021/2022 (7-12) - 181 Students (75 Opt.)
Comparison to 2022/2023 (7-12) - 192 Students (80 Opt.)
Comparison to 2023/2024 (6-12)- 224 Students (97 Opt.)
Comparison to 2023/2024 (6-12) — 240 Students (107 Opt.)
Total K—-12 427 Total PreK - 12

HOMER SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 2025-26

Comparison to 2015/2016 (PK-12) - 399 Students (132 Opt.)
Comparison to 2016/2017 (PK-12) - 390 Students (136 Opt.)
Comparison to 2017/2018 (PK-12) - 377 Students (125 Opt.)
Comparison to 2018/2019 (PK-12) - 388 Students (148 Opt.)
Comparison to 2019/2020 (PK-12) - 418 Students (148 Opt.)
Comparison to 2020/2021 (PK-12) - 433 Students (152 Opt.)
Comparison to 2021/2022 (PK-12) - 426 Students (145 Opt.)
Comparison to 2022/2023 (PK-12) - 430 Students (148 Opt.)
Comparison to 2023/2024 (PK-12) — 436 Students (168 Opt.)
Comparison to 2024/2025 (PK-12) - 445 Students (166 Opt,)

Option
Teachers P
Enrollment
All
Heaton -
Murphy _
All 12
Scott
Olson
All 13
Boelter
Dorcey
All 15
Ford
Morgan
All 11
Wright
Hermelbracht
All 7
Jump
Sanchez
All 10
Olson
Bennier
206 Total Elem. 68
Option
14
16
14
12
16
15
14
0
Total JH/HS 101
Option
452 Option Total 169



Homer Community School 2025-26
Average Daily Attendance

Percentage of Students in Attendance Daily

%

August 95
September 95
October 95
November 94
December 93
January 94
February 94
March 95
April

May



Homer Community School 2025-26
Student Movement

Out

=]

August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

May
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22 23
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Content Area Standards Structure

The overall structure of Nebraska’s College and Career Ready Standards for Science (CCR-Science)
reflects the two-tier structure common across all Nebraska content area standards. The two levels
within the structure include standards and indicators. At the broadest level, standards include broad,
overarching content-based statements that describe the basic cognitive, affective, or psychomotor
expectations of student learning. The standards, across all grade levels, reflect long-term goals for
learning. Indicators further describe what students must know and be able to do to meet the
standard. These performance-based statements provide clear expectations related to student
learning in each content area. Additionally, indicators provide guidance related to the assessment of
student learning. This guidance is articulated by including assessment boundary statements.

The CCR-Science standards describe the knowledge and skills that students should learn, but they do
not prescribe particular curriculum, lessons, teaching techniques, or activities. Standards describe
what students are expected to know and be able to do, while the local curriculum describes how
teachers will help students master the standards. A wide variety of instructional resources may be
used to meet the state content area standards. Decisions about curriculum and instruction are made
locally by individual school districts and classroom teachers. The Nebraska Department of Education
does not mandate the curriculum used within a local school.

Grade
In addition to @ common structure for content area standards, a Levgl  Standard
consistent numbering system is used for content area standards. The
. . . . SC.K.7.2.A
CCR-Science standards numbering system is as follows: ) 1. X

Content Topic Indicator
. . . Ared
Organization and Structure of CCR-Science Standards

Nebraska's College and Career Ready Standards for Science (CCR-Science) are organized by grade
level for grades K-8 and by grade span in high school. K-5 standards are organized to reflect the
developmental nature of learning for elementary students and attend to the learning progressions
that build foundational understandings of science. By the time students reach middle school (Grades
6-8), they build on this foundation in order to develop more sophisticated understandings of science
concepts through high school. The topic progression for the CCR-Science standards is included in
Appendix A.

Within each grade level/span the standards are organized around topics, and each standard
addresses one topic. Each CCR-Science standard begins with the common stem: “Gather, analyze,
and communicate...” This stem highlights long-term learning goals associated with rigorous science
standards and provides guidance for high quality classroom instruction. To facilitate high-quality
instruction, students actively gather evidence from multiple sources related to the science topics. This
evidence is carefully analyzed in order to describe and explain natural phenomena, and then,
students communicate their understanding of the content using a variety of tools and strategies. It is
important to note that while topics are infroduced in a spiraled model, they are connected; and
deeper understanding at subsequent grade levels and spans requires foundational understanding of
multiple topics.

The indicators reflect the three dimensions of science learning outlined in A Framework for K-12
Science Education'. Each CCR-Science indicator includes a disciplinary core idea, a crosscutting
concept (underline), and a science and engineering practice (bold).

The disciplinary core ideas are the focused, limited set of science ideas identified in the Framework as
necessary for ALL students throughout their education and beyond their K-12 school years to achieve
scientific literacy. The limited number of disciplinary core ideas allows more time for students and

1
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teachers to engage in the science and engineering practices as they deeply explore science ideas.
To allow students to continually build on and revise their knowledge and abilities, the disciplinary core
ideas are built on developmental learning progressions (Appendix A).

The crosscutting concepts are used to organize and make sense of disciplinary core ideas. They serve
as tools that bridge disciplinary boundaries and deepen understanding of science content. With
grade-appropriate proficiency, students are expected to use patterns; cause and effect; scale,
proportion, and quantity; systems and system models; energy and matter; structure and function;
and stability and change as they gather, analyze, and communicate scientific understanding. These
crosscutting concepts provide structure for synthesizing knowledge from various fields into a coherent
and scientifically based view of the world.

The science and engineering practices are used by students to demonstrate understanding of the
disciplinary core ideas and crosscutting concepts. Engaging in the practices of science and
engineering helps students understand the wide range of approaches used to investigate natural
phenomena and develop solutions to challenges. Students are expected to demonstrate grade-
appropriate proficiency in asking questions and defining problems; developing and using models;
planning and carrying out investigations; analyzing and interpreting data; using mathematics and
computational thinking; constructing explanations and designing solutions; engaging in argument
from evidence; and obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information as they gather, analyze,
and communicate scientific information.

Each science indicator focuses on one crosscutting concept and one science and engineering
practice as an example to guide assessment. Instruction aimed toward preparing students should use
crosscutting concepts and science and engineering practices that go beyond what is stated in the
indicator to better reflect authentic science practice.

The following table lists the disciplinary core ideas, crosscutting concepts, and science and
engineering practices:

LS1: From Molecules to Organisms:

e Asking Questions and Structures and Processes Patterns
Defining Problems LS2: Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy,
i : and Dynamics
e Developing and Using Models y Cause and Effect

LS3: Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of
Traits

LS4: Biological Evolution: Unity & Diversity

PS1: Matter and Its Interactions

PS2: Motion and Stability: Forces and

e Planning and Carrying Out
Investigations

e Analyzing and Interpreting
Data

e Using Mathematics and

Scale, Proportion,
and Quantity

Systems and

Computational Thinking I e e System Models
e Constructing Explanations PS3: Energy . — .

and Desianing Solutions PS4: Waves and Their Applications in

S1gning Technologies for Information Transfer Energy and Matter

* Engagmg In Argument from ESS1: Earth’s Place in the Universe

EV|d(.en.ce i ESS2: Earth’s Systems ?Lr# gt?:)rne and
* Obtalnlng, Eyaluatlng, an_d ESS3: Earth and Human Activity

Communicating Information ETS1: Engineering Design Sty e

Change
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Interdisciplinary Connections

The crosscutting concepts and science and engineering practices provide opportunities for
developing strong interdisciplinary connections across all content areas (English Language Arts,
mathematics, social studies, fine arts, career/technical education, etc.). Disciplinary core ideas can
be a context for helping students master key competencies from other content areas while
promoting essential career readiness skills, including communication, creativity, collaboration, and
critfical thinking.

fﬁ: Nebraska Connections

Opportunities to teach science using topics directly relevant to our state (e.g. Ogallala Aquifer,
agriculture, Nebraska-specific flora and fauna, Nebraska's rich geologic history, etc.) are listed
throughout the CCR-Science standards as “Nebraska Connections.” These connections allow
educators to use local, regional, and state-specific contexts for teaching, learning, and assessment.
Educators should use these as recommendations for investigation with students. Additionally,
assessment developers have the opportunity to use the Nebraska contexts to develop Nebraska-
specific examples or scenarios from which students would demonstrate their general
understanding. This approach provides the opportunity for educators to draw upon Nebraska's
natural environment and rich history and resources in engineering design and scientific research to
support student learning.

Civic Science Connections
Within the CCR-Science standards, opportunities to create civic science connections have been
identified. These connections are designed to call-out the importance for students to engage in the
study of civic ideals, principles, and practices through participation in the act of “citizen science.”
Citizen science is the public involvement in inquiry and discovery of new scientific knowledge. This
engagement helps students build science knowledge and skills while improving social behavior,
increasing student engagement, and strengthening community partnerships. Citizen science projects
enlist K-12 students to collect or analyze data for real-world research studies. Citizen science in
conjunction with the CCR-Science standards help bridge our K-12 students with stakeholders in the
community, both locally and globally.

c:rl"m"l Computer Science Connections

Natural connections between science and computer science have been identified throughout the
standards, especially in the middle level and in high school as students expand their ability to use
computational thinking to develop complex models and simulations of natural and designed
systems. Computers and other digital tools allow students to collect, record, organize, analyze, and
communicate data as they engage in science learning.

Engineering, Technology, and Applications of Science Connections

Connections to engineering, fechnology, and applications of science are included at all grade levels
and in all domains. These connections highlight the interdependence of science, engineering, and
technology that drives the research, innovation, and development cycle where discoveries in
science lead to new technologies developed using the engineering design process. Additionally,
these connections call attention to the effects of scientific and technological advances on society
and the environment.
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Engineering Design

Performance indicators for the engineering design process are intentionally embedded in all grade
levels. These indicators allow students to demonstrate their ability to define problems, develop
possible solutions, and improve designs. These indicators should be reinforced whenever students are
engaged in practicing engineering design during instruction. Having students engage in the
engineering design process will prepare them to solve challenges both in and out of the classroom.

Instructional Shifts
While each indicator incorporates the three dimensions, this alone does not drive student outcomes;
ultimately, student learning depends on how the standards are translated to instructional practices.

3-Dimensional teaching and learning: Effective science teaching, learning, and assessment
should integrate disciplinary core ideas, crosscutting concepts, and science and engineering
practices. Integration of the three dimensions will allow students to explain scientific
phenomena, design solutions to real-world challenges, and build a foundation upon which
they can continue to learn and to apply science knowledge and skills within and outside the
K-12 education arena.

Integrated science: Natural phenomena serve as the context for the work of both scientists
and engineers. As students explain natural phenomena and design solutions to real-world
challenges they connect ideas across science domains. The crosscutting concepts serve as
tools that bridge domain boundaries and allow students to deepen their understanding of
disciplinary core ideas while using science and engineering practices as they explore natural
phenomena.

Interdisciplinary approaches: The overlapping skills included in the science and engineering
practices and the intellectual tools provided by the crosscutting concepts build meaningful
and substantive connections to interdisciplinary knowledge and skills in all content areas
(English Language Arts, mathematics, social studies, fine arts, career/technical education,
etc.) This affords all students equitable access to learning and ensures all students are
prepared for college, career, and citizenship.

Implementation and Educator Support

To support educators while they explore and implement the CCR-Science standards, the Nebraska
Department of Education is developing a five-year implementation plan that includes; exploration,
inifial implementation, scale up, deep implementation, and sustainability. Included in the
implementation plan will be guidance related to systems alignment, professional learning, curriculum,
instruction, resources, and assessment. A new statewide summative assessment aligned to these
standards will be operational in 2021.

' A Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, Crosscutting Concepts, and Core Ideas.
Washington, DC: The National Academies Press, 2012.
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KINDERGARTEN

The Kindergarten standards and indicators help students gather, analyze, and communicate evidence
as they formulate answers to questions tailored to student interest and current topics that may include

but are not limited to:

What happens if you change how hard you (including humans) need to survive and the
push or pull an object? relationship between their needs and where
Students are able to apply an understanding of the  they live

effects of different strengths or different directions

of pushes and pulls on the motion of an object to What is the weather like today and how is it
analyze a design solution. different from yesterday?

Students are expected to develop
Where do animals live and why do they live understanding of patterns and variations in
there? local weather and the purpose of weather
Students are also expected to develop forecasting to prepare for and respond to,
understanding of what plants and animals severe weather.

*kkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkhkhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhkhhhhhkkhhkhhhhhkhhhhhhkkhhhhhkhhhhkkhhkhhhhkhkhhhkhhkkhhhhhkhhhhkkhhkhhhhhkhkhhhhkkkhikikx

SC.K.1 Forces and Interactions: Pushes and Pulls
SC.K.1.1 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of forces and their interactions.

SC.K.1.1.A Plan and conduct an investigation to compare the effects of
different strengths or different directions of pushes and pulls on the motion

of an object. Assessment is limited to different relative strengths or different directions, but not
both at the same time. Assessment does not include non-contact pushes or pulls such as those
produced by magnets.

SC.K.1.1.B Analyze data to determine if a design solution works as
intended to change the speed or direction of an object with a push or a pull.

Assessment does not include friction as a mechanism for change in speed.

SC.K.7 Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems: Animals, Plants, and Their

Environment

SC.K.7.2 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of interdependent relationships in

ecosystems.

o
&

G
& ©

SC.K.7.2.A Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and
animals (including humans) need to survive.

SC.K.7.2.B Construct an argument supported by evidence for how
plants and animals (including humans) can change the environment to meet
their needs.

SC.K.7.2.C Use a model to represent the relationship between the needs
of different plants or animals (including humans) and the places they live.

o
L;QP o NE plants and animals

SC.K.7.2.D Communicate solutions that will increase the positive impact
of humans on the land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local
environment.

S
a% o NE conservation organizations and agricultural practices

e [ s

5
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SC.K.12 Weather and Climate
SC.K.12.3 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of weather and climate.

[ 7]

a—/

SC.K.12.3.A Use and share observations of local weather conditions to

describe patterns over time. Assessment of guantitative observations limited to whole
numbers and relative measures such as warmer/cooler.

SC.K.12.3.B Ask questions to obtain information about the purpose of
weather forecasting to prepare for, and respond to, severe weather.

[}
Q/% o emphasis on blizzards, tornadoes, drought, and floods
SC.K.12.3.C Make observations to determine the effect of sunlight on
Earth's surface.

SC.K.12.3.D Use tools and materials to design and build a structure
that will reduce the warming effect of sunlight on an area.

SC.K.12.3.E Ask questions, make observations, and gather
information about a situation people want to change to define a simple
problem that can be solved through the development of a new or
improved object or tool.
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FIRST GRADE

The first grade standards and indicators help students gather, analyze, and communicate evidence
as they formulate answers to questions tailored to student interest and current topics that may include

but are not limited to:

What happens when materials vibrate?
Students are expected to develop
understanding of the relationship between
sound and vibrating materials.

What happens when there is no light?
Students are expected to develop
understanding of the relationship between the
availability of light and the ability to see
objects. The idea that light travels from place to
place can be understood by students at this
level through determining the effect of placing
objects made with different materials in the
path of a beam of light.

What are some ways plants and animals
meet their needs so they can survive and
grow?

Students are also expected to develop
understanding of how plants and animals use their
external parts to help them survive, grow, and
meet their needs as well as how the behaviors of
parents and offspring help offspring survive.

How are parents and their children similar and
different?

The understanding is developed that young plants
and animals are like, but not exactly the same as,
their parents.

What objects are in the sky and how do they
seem to move?

Students are able to observe, describe, and
predict some patterns of the movement of objects
in the sky.
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SC.1.2 Waves: Light and Sound

SC.1.2.1 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of light and sound waves.
SC.1.2.1.A Plan and conduct investigations to provide evidence that
vibrating materials can make sound and that sound can make materials
vibrate.
SC.1.2.1.B Make observations to construct an evidence-based account
that objects can be seen only when illuminated.

SC.1.2.1.C Plan and conduct an investigation to determine the effect of
placing objects made with different materials in the path of a beam of light.
Assessment does not include the speed of light.

SC.1.2.1.D Use tools and materials to design and build a device that

uses light or sound to solve the problem of communicating over a distance.
Assessment does not include technological details for how communication devices work.

SC.1.6 Structure, Function, and Information Processing
SC.1.6.2 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence to show the relationship between structure
and function in living things.
SC.1.6.2.A Use materials to design a solution to a human problem by
mimicking how plants and/or animals use their external parts to help them
survive, grow, and meet their needs.

fa
,_\‘% o NE plants and animals
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SC.1.6.2.B Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical model to
illustrate how the shape of an object helps it function as needed to solve a
given problem.

SC.1.6.2.C Read texts and use media to determine patterns in a behavior
of parents and offspring that help offspring survive.

o
Q% o NE plants and animals
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SC.1.6.2.D Make observations to construct an evidence-based account

that young plants and animals are like, but not exactly like, their parents.
Assessment does not include inheritance or animals that undergo metamorphosis or hybrids.

o
A% o NE plants and animals
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SC.1.11 Space Systems: Patterns and Cycles
SC.1.11.3 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of patterns and cycles of space systems.

EAR
&

SC.1.11.3.A Use observations of the sun, moon, and stars to describe
patterns that can be predicted. Assessment of star patterns is limited to stars being seen
at night and not during the day.

SC.1.11.3.B Make observations at different times of the year to relate the

amount of daylight to the time of year. Assessment is limited to relative amounts of
daylight, not quantifying the hours or time of daylight.
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SECOND GRADE

The second grade standards and indicators help students gather, analyze, and communicate evidence
as they formulate answers to questions tailored to student interest and current topics that may include
but are not limited to:

How are materials similar and different from Students are expected to compare the diversity of

one another and how do the properties of life in different habitats.

the materials relate to their use?

An understanding of observable properties of How does land change and what causes it to

materials is developed by students at this level change?

through analysis and classification of different Students are able to apply their understanding of

materials. the idea that wind and water can change the
shape of land to compare design solutions to slow

What do plants need to grow? or prevent such change.

Students are expected to develop an

understanding of what plants need to grow and What are the different kinds of land and bodies

how plants depend on animals for seed of water?

dispersal and pollination. Students are able to use information and models
to identify and represent the shapes and kinds of

How many types of living things live in a land and bodies of water in an area and where

place? water is found on Earth.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkx

SC.2.3 Structure and Properties of Matter
SC.2.3.1 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of the structure, properties, and
interactions of matter.
SC.2.3.1.A Plan and conduct an investigation to describe and classify
different kinds of materials by their observable properties.

P
¢$ o Solil properties

SC.2.3.1.B Analyze data obtained from testing different materials to
determine which materials have the properties that are best suited for an

intended purpose. Assessment of quantitative measurements is limited to length and weight.

SC.2.3.1.C Analyze data from tests of two objects designed to solve the

same problem to compare the strengths and weaknesses of how each

performs.

SC.2.3.1.D Make observations to construct an evidence-based account

of how an object made of a small set of pieces can be disassembled and

made into a new object.

SC.2.3.1.E Construct an argument with evidence that some changes

caused by heating or cooling can be reversed and some cannot.

SC.2.7 Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems
SC.2.7.2 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of interdependent relationships in
ecosystems.
SC.2.7.2.A Plan and conduct an investigation to determine if plants need
sunlight and water to grow. Assessment is limited to testing one variable at a time.

9
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SC.2.7.2.B Develop a simple model that mimics the function of an animal in
dispersing seeds or pollinating plants.

% SC.2.7.2.C Make observations of plants and animals to compare the

diversity of life in different habitats. Assessment does not include specific animal and plant
names in specific habitats.

o
Q)QP o NE habitats

SC.2.13 Earth's Systems: Processes That Shape the Earth
SC.2.13.3 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of the processes that shape the earth.
% SC.2.13.3.A Use information from several sources to provide evidence

that Earth events can occur quickly or slowly. Assessment does not include
guantitative measurements of timescales.

o
Q)% o Flooding and tornadoes quickly cause change; wind slowly formed the
Lt Sandhills

SC.2.13.3.B Compare multiple solutions designed to slow or prevent
@ wind or water from changing the shape of the land.

Py
QIQP ©  Soil conservation

SC.2.13.3.C Develop a model to represent the shapes and kinds of land

and bodies of water in an area. Assessment does not include guantitative scaling in
models.

I

o
Q,tzP o Manmade dams, sandbagging, windbreaks, terracing

SC.2.13.3.D Obtain information to identify where water is found on Earth
u"‘vﬂé, and that it can be solid or liquid.

o
Q)% o NE water bodies
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THIRD GRADE

The third grade standards and indicators help students gather, analyze, and communicate evidence as
they formulate answers to questions tailored to student interest and current topics that may include but

are not limited to:

How do equal and unequal forces on an
object affect the object?

Students are able to determine the effects of
balanced and unbalanced forces on the motion
of an object and the cause and effect
relationships of electrical or magnetic
interactions between two objects not in contact
with each other.

How can magnets be used?

Students are able to apply their understanding
of magnetic interactions to define a simple
design problem that can be solved with
magnets.

How do organisms vary in their traits?
Students are expected to develop an
understanding of the similarities and
differences of organisms’ life cycles. Students
develop an understanding that organisms have
different inherited traits and that the
environment can also affect the traits that an
organism develops. In addition, students are
able to construct an explanation using
evidence for how the variations in
characteristics among individuals of the same
species may provide advantages in surviving,
finding mates, and reproducing.

How are plants, animals, and environments of
the past similar or different from current
plants, animals, and environments?

Students are expected to develop an
understanding of types of organisms that lived
long ago, and also about the nature of their
environments.

What happens to organisms when their
environment changes?

Students are expected to develop an
understanding of the idea that when the
environment changes some organisms survive
and reproduce, some move to new locations,
some move into the transformed environment, and
some die.

What is typical weather in different parts of the
world and during different times of the year?
Students are able to organize and use data to
describe typical weather conditions expected
during a particular season.

How can the impact of weather-related hazards
be reduced?

By applying their understanding of weather-related
hazards, students are able to make a claim about
the merit of a design solution that reduces the
impacts of such hazards.
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SC.3.1 Forces and Interactions: Motion and Stability
SC.3.1.1 Gather, analyze, and communicate evidence of forces and their interactions.
SC.3.1.1.A Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the

effects of balanced and unbalanced forces on the motion of an object.
Assessment is limited to one variable at a time: number, size, or direction of forces. Assessment does
not include quantitative force size, only qualitative and relative. Assessment is limited to gravity being
addressed as a force that pulls objects down.

SC.3.1.1.B Make observations and/or measurements of an object's motion

to provide evidence that a pattern can be used to predict future motion.
Assessment does not include technical terms such as period and frequency.
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SC.3.1.1.C Ask questions to determine cause and effect relationships of
electrical or magnetic interactions between two objects not in contact with

each other. Assessment is limited to forces produced by objects that can be manipulated by
students, and electrical interactions, are limited to static electricity.

SC.3.1.1.D Define a simple design problem that can be solved by applying
scientific ideas about magnets.

SC.3.7 Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems
SC.3.7.2 Gather and analyze data to communicate an understanding of the interdependent
relations in ecosystems.

gl

SC.3.7.2.A Construct an argument that some animals form groups that
help members survive.

fa)
Q’% = NE animals

SC.3.7.2.B Analyze and interpret data from fossils to provide evidence of

the organisms and environments in which they lived long ago. Assessment does
not include identification of specific fossils or present plants and animals. Assessment is limited to
major fossil types and relative ages.

o
,QJQP o NE fossils; NE geologic history

SC.3.7.2.C Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular
habitat some organisms can survive well, some survive less well, and some
cannot survive at all.

o
'QJQP © NE habitats

SC.3.7.2.D Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem
caused when the environment changes and the types of plants and animals

that live there may change. Assessment is limited to a single environmental change.
Assessment does not include the greenhouse effect or climate change.

e
,QJQP o NE habitats

SC.3.7.2.E Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a
problem based on how well each is likely to meet the criteria and
constraints of the problem.

SC.3.9 Inheritance and Variation: Life Cycles and Traits
SC.3.9.3 Gather and analyze data to communicate an understanding of inheritance and variation
of traits though life cycles and envir