THE OREGON STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

; - DEPARTMENT OF Provide Leadership and vision for Oregon’s Public Schools and districts by enacting
EDUCHTION equitable policies and promoting educational practices that lead to the educational
BOARD Of EDUCATION and life success of students.

Meeting Minutes
A Regular Meeting was held Thursday, November 19, 2020, beginning at 9:00 AM in the
https://livestream.com/accounts/4436497/odevideo
255 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97310.

Present:
Excused:
Absent:
Staff:

1. Call to Order
Time: 9:00 AM
A.Roll Call
Time: 9:05 AM
B.Board Member Reports
Time: 9:10 AM
C. Director's Report 3
Time: 10:00 AM
2. Public Comment
Time: 11:00 AM
(See BoardBook for written comments received)

A.Public Comments: Administrative Rule Revisions; Other 48

B. Public Comments: Comprehensive Distance Learning 77

I. Public Comments: Comprehensive Distance Learning Received After 11-18- 602
2020

3. Consent Agenda
Time: 11:05 AM

A.World Languages Instructional Materials Adoption Administrative Rules. OAR 634
581-011-0070, 581-011-0071 and 581-011-0117

B. Medication Administration Administrative Rule. OAR 581-021-0037. 645

C.Student Absence Administrative Rules. OAR 581-021-0081. 657

D.Accelerated College Credit Instructor Grant Program Administrative Rules. OAR 666
581-017-0640 and OAR 581-017-0644.

E. Latino/a/x & Indigenous Student Success Grant Administrative Rules. OAR 581- 672
017-0693, 581-017-0696, 581-017-0699, 581-017-0702, 581-017-0705, 581-
017-0708.

4. Adoptions

Time: 11:10 AM



THE OREGON STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

; - DEPARTMENT OF Provide Leadership and vision for Oregon’s Public Schools and districts by enacting
EDUC“TION equitable policies and promoting educational practices that lead to the educational
BOARD Of EDUCATION and life success of students.

A.American Indian/Alaska Native Student Success Plan Administrative Rules. OAR 683
581-017-0681
Time: 11:10 AM

B.Transportation Waiver - Baker School District 693
Time: 11:30 AM

C.Board Policy and Procedure Manual Revisions: Policy #102 Board Advisors 697
Time: 11:45 AM

D.Board Advisors: Elected School Board Member Advisor 703
Time: 11:55 AM

E. Board Advisors: Teacher Advisor 710
Time: 12:05 PM

5. Adjourn
Time: 12:15 PM



READY SCHOOLS, SAFE LEARNERS
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What is the ideal future state we are striving to create?

The Oregon State Board of Education will work collaboratively and inclusively
with stakeholders to develop and sustain a public education system that

empowers every student to reach their full potential.

What must be d over the
What are our overarching areas of focus?

Strong Throug| Their PK-12

Experience

If all students have equal access to and opportunity for personalized
learning, high school graduation rates will improve.

Strong Communities and Families - Families have the
information and support they need to nurture and prepare their
children for school

If schools and districts embrace families and community as equal
partners in the education of their children, the system will be more
responsive to the needs of students from different culture,

backg (s). and life es and thinking more effective

Strong Leadership - Develop and Implement a Collective
Leadership Framework

A leadership framework would enable collaboration and local
empowerment (and help to ensure student success)

Mission
Ap

that helps us realize our vision?

Provide leadership and vision for Oregon's public schools and districts by
enacting equitable policies and promoting educational practices that lead
directly to the educational and life success of every student.

Goal Objectives

How will we know when we are successful? What will we measure?

Eliminate the presence of hate symbols in schools
St f ion of y for all dual-language standards

Year-over-year increase in Gallup Student Poll core factors of engag
social and emotional leaming.

Year-over-year increase in the educational experi of d (BIPOC students,
students living in poverty, special education, 504s, IEP) as measured by implementation of the
Student Success Act (SSA) and School Improvement Fund (SIF)(.)

Year-over-y y and di ity of comm (email, phone,
social media, videos, mub—language) from schools and districts to students and families (do we
have this data? If not, how will we gather)

Year-over-year increase in the number of outreach events and/or consultation meetings with
Oregon’s nine federally recognized tribes

Year-over-year percentage increase in digital ¢ & computer

technology) for public school students and families

ivity (access to i

The adoption of a standard for all school districts to create an equity committee by 2021

Year-over-year increase in percentage of [existing and new] staff, teachers, administrators, and
mental health specialists from Black, Indigenous, People of Color, members of tribal communities
and tribal nations, and members of LGBTQ2SIA+ communities.

6

©
What is our primary focus as an organization? What do we do each day

Values

What are the fundamental beliefs that shape how we work together and serve ou
mission?
« Equity .
* Inclusion .
* Integrity .

Excellence .
Innovation .
Adaptability

Empowerment
Student Centered

2020-21 Strategic Initiatives

wm-—u— iy di: or
dlyopanﬂmllcﬂviﬂuwlllmhhon?

Help develop bill language and support the adoption of hate symbols legislation for the 2021-23
Legislative Session

Develop and adopt standards for compulsory bi-lingual education

Evaluate data gathering and process to racism and dominant culture biases

Research best-practices and adopt a standard to require local school boards to establish an equity
committee

Action Step: OSBE serves as a regular convenor of parmer edurahon organization (HECC, Early
Leaming, COSA, OEA, TSPC, etc.) to align on comp 1sive gies and d relationships
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OREGON
DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

iy

0.3 .0 Distributed Equity
OI?: Strategic Plan:

e [Equity, racial equity,

and antiracist
practices
e Equity decision tool
e SBE equity impact
analysis

® ODE Education
Equity Stance

Oregon Education
7/ Sector Equity Lens

A

A

Equity Terminology

Equity Terminology Project

Recognizing the need to overcome
bias, deficit-based language, and
institutional racism in the way the
agency, OARs, and ORSs address
diversity, equity, and peoples.
Engaging community that reflects the
demographics of Oregon’s K-12
students.

Holding parallel processes with nine
sovereign, federally recognized tribes.
Recogn/zmg the evolving nature of
Ianguage
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OREGON

2020-21 Assessment

=

Action Taken:

e The Kindergarten Assessment suspended

e The Essential Skills Oregon Diploma requirement suspended for the class of 2021
(was also suspended for the class of 2020)

e The Local Performance Assessment requirement for grades 3 - 8 and high school
is waived (first read in October, possible adoption in January or February)

e Requirement for districts to make a Nationally Normed College Entrance Practice
Assessment available is waived (first read in October, possible adoption in January
or February)

Planned Action:

e Request a waiver to the U.S. Department of Education to suspend the ESSA
requirement for statewide Summative Agssessments for the 2020-21 school year
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"? Why update metrics?

Improve support systems for children. Returning to in-person
instruction is one of Oregon’s highest priorities.

New data is available. ODE & OHA initially created metrics for
returning to in-person instruction in early August.

COVID-19 spread can be mitigated in schools. Oregon’s Ready
Schools, Safe Learners guidance can help reduce, but not eliminate
this risk.
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JWER A Measured, Intentional Approach

In returning to in-person instruction, Governor Brown, ODE,
and OHA are focused on:

1. Ensuring our schools are ready to implement all the public
health protocols with fidelity

2. Providing metrics that allow for in-person instruction at reduced
levels of risk

3. Making clear how Oregonians in every county across the state
can take the steps needed to meet these new metrics and allow
our kids to return to in-person instruction

13



OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF

Tl i Top Changes
calth

Metrics became effective Friday, October 30, 2020

1. Advances a new metrics framework with a move to a two week
“Look Back” at the metrics data and removal of state positivity rate

2. Incrementally increases access for in-person instruction beginning at
the elementary level

3. Maintains use of some exceptions, including a hold harmless clause

4. Extends implementation windows and advises use of an equity
decision tool

5. Limited In-Person Instruction: Changes cohort size from 10 to 20,
removes 250 absolute student lithit



}‘» ’ OREGON
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Before: Look at data 1 week at a 15 Now: Single two-week “look back”
time over a 3 week period window to align with CDC



OREGON Oregon 1 h
Tz Health
Metrics & On-Site
Models
County Case <50.0
Rate
per 100,000 People
Over 14 days
County Case <30
Count
Over 14 days
(for small counties?)
County Test <5.0%
Positivity?

Instructional Prioritize On-Site
Model or
Hybrid (as needed
to maintain small
cohorts)
instructional
models.

On-Site and Distance
Learning

50.0 to <100.0

30 to <45

5.0% to <8.0%

Prioritize careful phasing in of On-Site or
Hybrid for elementary schools (starting
with K-3 and adding additional grades up
to grade 6).

Middle school and high school primarily
Comprehensive Distance Learning with
allowable Limited In-Person Instruction.
Over time, if elementary schools can
demonstrate the ability to limit
transmission in the school environment®,
transition to On-Site or Hybrid.

Metrics Table

100.0 to =200.0
45 to <60

8.0% to =10.0%

Consider transition to Comprehensive Distance Learning with allowable

Limited In-Person Instruction.

For counties with an upward case/positivity trend (entering from a lower
risk category), school officials should discuss with their local public health
authority (LPHA) and consider the spread of COVID-19 within schools and
the local community in deciding whether to return to Comprehensive

Distapge Learning (CDL). *

Schools in counties with downward case/positivity trend must remain in
CDL until they drop into the Moderate Risk category or lower.

>200.0

>60

>10.0%

Implement
Comprehensive Distance
Learning with allowable
Limited In-Person
Instruction only.



OREGON
DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

= calth Metrics Table

. On-Site and -
On-Site . . Transition . "
Distance Learning For counties with upward case/positivity trend

(entering from a lower risk category), school
<50.0 50.0 t0 <100.0 100.0 to =200.0 officials should discuss with their local public
health authority (LPHA) and consider the spread
<30 30 to <45 45 to £ 60.0 of COVID-19 within schools and the broader

community in deciding whether to return to

. . : i
<5.0% 5.0% to <8.0% 8.0% to <10.0% Comprehensive Distance Learning (CDL).

Schools in counties with Transition _

downward case/positivity
trend must remain in CDL 100.0 t0 =200.0 >200.0

until they drop into the
“On-Site or Distance
Learning” category or

lower. 8.1% to <10.0% >10.1%
17
-

45 to =60.0 >60.0




OREGON

General Metrics Overview

=

General Metrics - for returning to in-person instruction

For schools to fully return to in-person instruction the following must be met:

If >10% of students or >10% staff are from a county where case rates or test
positivity puts them in the “Transition” column (on metrics table) they should
consider delaying a return to in-person instruction until these counties also
meet the required metrics, unless after discussion with the LPHA a
collaborative decision is made that the neighboring county does not pose
significantly higher-risk.

18
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General Metrics Key Points

=

General Metrics - for returning to in-person instruction

Operating with the General Metrics - Key Points

e Safe Harbor: Schools operating in-person under previous metrics, including
exceptions, may initially continue to operate in-person.

® Apply an equity-based decision-tool

e Updating Operational Blueprints and weekly status updates to reflect
current instructional model.

® Longer window to transition to Comprehensive Distance Learning (CDL)

® Schools have a 14-day window to open from the date the metrics are met.

19
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OREGON How the Two-Week “Look Back” Works with Data

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

=

County County Size Time Period Case Count Cases per 100,000 Test Positivity
Oregon, 10/11/2020 - 10/24/2020 4,863 114.8 6.1%
BHiENre 10/18/2020 - 10/31/2020 5,906 139.4 7.5%
10/25/2020 - 11/07/2020 8,368 197.5 10.0%
Baker Small* 10/11/2020 - 10/24/2020 9 53.5 4.8%
10/18/2020 - 10/31/2020 32 190.3 7.1%
10/25/2020 - 11/07/2020 61 362.7 9.9%
Benton Larget 10/11/2020 - 10/24/2020 58 61.5 2.1%
10/18/2020 - 10/31/2020 52 55.1 2.1%
10/25/2020 - 11/07/2020 76 80.5 3.7%
Clackamas Larget 10/11/2020 - 10/24/2020 362 85.5 4.7%
10/18/2020 - 10/31/2020 471 111.2 7.2%
10/25/2020 - 11/07/2020 827 195.3 10.0%
Clatsop Larget 10/11/2020 - 10/24/2020 16 40.7 1.2%
10/18/2020 - 10/31/2020 23 58.5 5.1%
10/25/2020 - 11/07/2020| 51 45 1144 7.0%



OREGON How the Two-Week “Look Back” Works with Data

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

=

General Metrics for Returning to In-Person Instruction “Center . - ™ Willamette
Data for Weeks: 10/25/2020-11/07/2020 i R

Click to select county: County 1’ime Period ‘ Status Cases per 100,000 | Case Count ‘ % Testing Positive

e Crook 10/11/2020 - 10/24/2020 Transition 36 84
Crook Crook 10/18/2020 - 10/31/2020  On-Site & Distance 35 7.2
Crook 10/25/2020 - 11/07/2020 On-Site & Distance 33 5.8

Current 2-Week Metrics Current County Status

Cases per 100,000 Case Count % Testing Positive ~ @Distance Learning ®On-Site - On-Site & Distance ® Transition
15.0 -
aCOUVEr
60 s
10.0
40
5.0
20
0 0.0

This dashboard provides an interpretation of each county's Oregon Health Authority
(OHA) COVID-19 data in terms of the Oregon Department of Education's requirements
for reopening schools to in-person instruction. Additional criteria apply to all scenarios
and can be found in ODE's General Metrics for Returning to In-Person Instruction
through the On-Site or Hybrid Model (Metrics Explainer) found at

https://bit.ly/3jQg8u4. OHA data can be downloaded from: https://bit.ly/3eGwfAa. b B'nd Grants Pass b
Questions? Contact odecovid19@state.or.us Undated 11/9/2020 seiiluis it Ll



OREGON

T s 14 Day Window Clarity

“Opening within a 14-day Window from the Time the Metrics are Met - New metrics data are
released each Monday. Once metrics are met, schools may work within a 14-day (two week)
opening window during which they can move toward implementing in-person instruction. This
will support district planning, family communication, and a more gradual—rather than
rushed— opening.”

Designed To: Not Designed To:
® Prevent districts from having to e Look back to previous data
rush into opening decisions. releases for more favorable data

® Allow d'SFr'CtS time to . that no longer reflects current
communicate, plan for in-person COVID-19 impacts

instruction, and train staff on
protocols.

23



OREGON

TR e Exceptions Overview

Exceptions to the General Metrics

The following exceptions are allowable to schools who meet the criteria

outlined:

1. Limited In-Person Instruction for specific student groups

2. Small Remote Schools

3. Low Population Density, Large Population County

4. Emergency Waiver for In-Person Instruction at Schools Impacted by
Wildfires

24



Tha |Sxeeon Helping counties meet the metrics to

EDUCATION

¢alth return students to school

STAY HOME. SAVE LIVES.

All Options Are On The Table

25



RSSL Guidance Updates

EDUCATION

=
RSSL - Version 4.0.0 Updates:

Will go out at 12 p.m. Friday to press and public. ‘ \

Revisions have also been made to the following

guidance documents to ensure alignment with the
new metrics (section 0 of RSSL) and face covering READY SCHOOLS
requirements (section 1h in RSSL), as well as to SAFE LEFIRNERS’
reflect other timely additions and updates:

GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2020-21
e Ensuring Equity and Access

Comprehensive Distance Learning
ctober 30,

Planning for COVID-19 Scenarios in
OREGON Orc 001
mams  Health

Schools 5 }ri»

e Limited In-Person Instruction




T s Highlighted RSSL Updates

e Contains update “0 Section” with detail on new health metrics.

e Updates primary symptoms of concern and an exemptions chart.

e Updates face covering guidance requirements to match OHA’s recent
changes for all statewide guidance.

o Adds a new supplementary resource on FAPE and face coverings.
Clarifies several cleaning/disinfecting requirements.

Updates key definitions on exposures and outbreaks.

Updates Visual and Performing Arts guidance.

Aligns to CDC on newer aerosol exposure and close contact
definitions 27



OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF

;. EDUCATION
Oregon
ealth

Clarification on Face Coverings

Wearing a face shield alone without a face covering
increases the potential for transmission of viruses to those in
the same.

Face shields are an acceptable alternative only when a
person has a medical condition that prevents them from
wearing a face covering or when people need to see mouth
and tongue motions in order to communicate.

Two-ply gaiters? OHA definition: “Face covering” means a
cloth, polypropylene, paper or other face covering that
covers the nose and the mouth and that rests snugly above
the nose, below the rzglouth, and on the sides of the face




g RSSL Update on Exposure
éalth

An exposure is defined as an individual who
has close contact (less than 6 feet) for longer
than 15 cumulative minutes in a day with a
person who has COVID-19 case.

29




(e New Quick Exclusion Guide
eal:(h COVID-19 EXCLUSION SUMMARY GUIDANCE FOR K=12 SCHOOLS v sonsmn

s Student or staff has illness Student or staff has illness Student or staff has Student or staff is not ll, Student or staff has an ill Student or staff has
= with at least one primary. ith at least one primary. illness with symptoms and has been to with a positive COVID-19
g in COVID-19 symptom in that are not primary someone with a current symptoms of COVID-19 viral test.
= the last 10 days, and has the last 10 days, and had COVID-19 symptoms such presumptive or positive but without a confirmed
3 not had contact with a contact with a confirmed as diarrhea, vomiting, COVID-19 case. or presumptive case.
COVID-19 case in past 14 COVID-19 case in past 14 headache, or rash.
E days. days.
Exposed person must Carefully monitor This person has
o quarantine for 14 days the student or staff COVID-19. Isolate at
= D c o TS et ey e EO L Exclude per usual school. after date of last exposure member for symptoms. home for at least 10 days
o Advise viral testing and Isolate at home for at least 10 days exclusion guidelines. to COVID-19 case. Refer Encourage the il since test date, and 24
= referral to health care since symptoms started, and 24 hours Advise referral to health to RSSL “Planning for household member hours fever free, and any
g provider for evaluation. “fever free,” and symptoms improved. care provider if symptoms COVID-19 Scenarios in to get tested for symptoms improved.
Local public health will investigate. persist longer than one Schools” for additional COVID-19. Local public health will
day. guidance. investigate.
-4 If person tests If person is not tested If health care If not seen by
E negative for or tests positive for provider advises a health care
0= COVID-19, they COVID-19, they must person they provider, may
Es may return to stay home for at can return to return per
E - school after least 10 days since school, person usual school
] E symptoms symptoms started, may retum per exdusi
improve and and 24 hours fever- documented guidelines. o RE G O N
g fever-free for 24 free, and symptoms advice of the DEPRRTMENT OF
fours HEmES FRARISC EDUCATION
Cregon achieves . . . together!
Primary COVID-19 symptoms include the following: IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS
. Fever of 100.4°F or higher .
- Chills Fever free means a temperature less than 100.4°F without Quarantine separates and restricts the movement of people who
5 Cough the use of fever-reducing medl:zmg.o were exposed to a contagious disease to see if they become sick.
. Shortness of breath
. Difficulty breathing Presumptive case means a person who was exposed to a Isolation separates a sick person with a contagious disease from
.

positive COVID-19 case and has developed symptoms. people who are not sick.

New loss of taste or loss of smell
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OREGON

TR iz Two-Week Freeze
¢alth

e The Governor’s announcement today reflects critical measures needed to save
lives and flatten the curve given rising cases of COVID-19 in communities
throughout the state.

e Since the Governor issued her previous “2 Week Pause” on social activities to
slow the spread of COVID-19 in several of our counties, there has been an
alarming spike in both cases and COVID-19 hospitalizations. A majority of these
cases stem from sporadic community spread.

e Hospitals are sounding the alarm. In the Portland metro area, hospitals are
expecting an influx of COVID-19 patients. Several hospitals have voluntarily halted
some elective surgeries to preserve beds and staff capacity.

e We arein a very dangerous situation. sPaily case rates are topping 1,000 now.
The dreaded winter surge is here.



T s K-12 Schools Not Directly Impacted
by the Two-Week Freeze

Congregate homeless sheltering, Youth Programs,
Childcare, K12 Schools, K12 Sports, D1 Athletics and
Higher Education operate under sector specific
guidance for all risk levels.

33




T 5 Oregon, California & Washington

Issue Travel Advisories

The incidence of COVID-19 is increasing in many states and countries. Persons arriving in Oregon from other
states or Oregonians returning from other states or countries could increase the risk of COVID-19 spread. In
addition, travel itself can be a risk for exposure to COVID-19, particularly travel through shared conveyance
such as air, bus or rail travel.

1. Persons arriving in Oregon from other states or countries, including returning Oregon residents, should
practice self-quarantine for 14 days after arrival. These persons should limit their interactions to their
immediate household. This recommendation does not apply to individuals who cross state or country
borders for essential travel.

Non-essential travel includes: travel that is considered tourism or recreational in nature.

Essential travel includes: work and study, critical infrastructure support, economic services and supply
chains, health, immediate medical care, and safety and security.

2. Oregonians are encouraged to stay home or in their region and avoid non-essential travel to other
states or countries. Avoiding travel can reduce the risk¥ of virus transmission and bringing the virus back to
Oregon.



OREGON

TR |z Screening and Communication
Health are Even More Critical

COVID-19 EXCLUSION SUMMARY GUIDANCE FOR K-=12 SCHOOLS - 1025/200

Schools Can Mitigate

s Student or staff has illness Student or staff has illness Student or staff has Student or staff is notill, Student or staff has an ill Student or staff has
= with at least one primary with at least one primary. illness with and has be dto member with a positive COVID-19
p re a ro m rave e rs E COVID-19 symptom in COVID-19 symptom in thatarenotprimary ~ someone with a curren it symptoms of COVID-19 viral test.
= the last 10 days, and has the last 10 days, and had COVID-19 symptoms such presumptive or positive but without a confirmed
3 not had contact with a contact with a confirmed as diarrhea, vomiting, COVID-19 case. or presumptive case.
COVID-19 case in past 14 COVID-19 case in past 14 headache, or rash.
E days. days.

e [f you know families are traveling, | :
be sure they are aware of the P ..o [ s B oxhie.

A < 2 S home for at least 10 days
Advise viral testing and Isolate at home for at least 10 days exclusion guidelines. o COVID-19 case. Refer Encourage the ill since test date, and 24

=
=]
d = E referral to health care since symptoms started, and 24 hours Advise referral to health to RSSL “Planning for household member hours fever free, and any
a V I S O ry a provider for evaluation. “fever free,” and symptoms improved. care provider if symptoms COVID-19 Scenarios in to get tested for symptoms improved.
Local public health will investigate. persist longer than one Schools” for additional COVID-19. Local public heaith will

e You can help support the 14-day = R -
quarantine.

e Schools may be unaware of student gz wEw  oomee e
: 3 =] = =
and staff travel. This makes entry N | Rl s T ooy
and screening protocols (RSSL o o o il

Section 1f) and the Exclusion Guide

ugls Primary COVID-19 symptoms include the following: IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS
critical tools through the next | e maeioe e e e e
= Cough the use of fever-reducing medication. were exposed to a contagious disease to see if they become sick.
Seve ral Weeks . : m;s;fe:rem Presumptive case means a person who was exposed to a Isolation separates a sick person with a contagious disease from

. New loss of ta: loss of smell positive COVID-19 case and has developed symptoms. people who are not sick.


https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/COVID-19%20Exclusion%20Summary%20Chart.pdf

I s Governor’s Order

e Governor Brown announced a statewide closure
today.

e It will be in effect for two weeks, starting Wednesday,
November 18th through Wednesday, December 2nd,
2020.

e Data will be reviewed after 2 weeks, and the order
may be continued.

36



OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF ,
T s Governor’s Order
calth
Social Gatherings - | Maximum of 6 people in total and a limit of 2
Indoor or Outdoor households

Eating and Drinking

Establishments Take out only

Gyms and Fitness

Organizations Prohibited

37




OREGON

fi‘ Governor’s Order
¢alth

Indoor Recreation, Museums,
Indoor street fairs, Stand alone  Prohibited
Pools/Sports Courts

Grocery Stores and Maximum 75% of capacity, encourage curbside
Pharmacies pick-up

Other Retail, Farmer’s
Markets, indoor/outdoor street

fair/markets, Indoor and Maximum 75% of capacity, encourage curbside
Outdoor Malls (including state pick-up

agency operations that serve the

public) 38
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DEPARTMENT OF ,
T e Governor’s Order
calth
Churches,
Longhouses, and Maximum of 25 people for indoor services,
other Faith 50 people for outdoor services
Institutions
Venues (indoor and Prohibited
outdoor)
Offices Require remote work if able, close offices to

the public

39
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DEPARTMENT OF

ﬁ gnucnnou Governor,s Order
calth

Zoos, Gardens,
Aquariums, Stand
Alone Pools/Sport
Courts

Prohibited

Allowed, not a common source of

Personal Services o
transmission

Long-Term Care Visits allowed outdoors only

40
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DEPARTMENT OF

ﬁ EDUCATION Gove rnor,s Order
calth

Outdoor

Recreation/Sports Allowed, watch for guidance next week

Indoor Recreational

Prohibited, watch for guidance next week
Sports

Continue under current metrics and protocols
(RSSL/Planning for COVID-19 Scenarios).
See additional details on next slide.

Public and Private
K-12 Schools
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TR Sy Ways Schools Can Support...

1. Communicate around the west coast travel

advisory. KEY PRACTICES FOR REDUCING SPREAD OF COVID-19 IN SCHOOLS
2 E m phaS IZG E ntry a nd Scree n | n g P rOtOCOIS The mainstays of reducing exposure to the coronavirus and other respiratory pathogens are:

(RSSL Section 1f and the Exclusion o peoge. " *([)) S s e rom seomono

G u |d e) are not siﬁk.Quarantine snfaparatles agd

Suide)- 1 _ | 25 Handhygiene rrequencweshing e
3. Emphasize Key Practices for Reducing Sanitizer, e N

§Dread Of C_OVI_D'19 |n SChOOlS (ohor;s Conducting all activities ﬁ:- Environmental Cleaning &
- e e G
4. Watch for updated K-12 Athletics e ‘
Guidance. N el b st e e ndoracutes
Consider work from home opportunities.
Review your facility use agreements for
other sector uses.
7. Use the ODECOVID19@ode.state.or.us

inbox for questions.
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o Additional Information...
¢alth

e Given the data and modeling we are seeing, public health experts state that some
counties, like Multnomah, will need longer to flatten the curve, in order to preserve
hospital capacity and save lives. Multnomah county and other hotspots will need to stay
in the Freeze for at least 4 weeks, if not longer.

e Actions taken now will help prevent lives from being lost — not just from COVID-19, but
from other diseases or accidents that lead people to need hospital-level care, which
they won'’t be able to get if the beds are full of COVID-19 patients.

e This action by Governor Brown is not the same as last Spring’s Stay Home, Save Lives
order. (Provisions for education, personal services, churches, etc.)

e The Governor is strongly encouraging outdoor recreation. Playgrounds (and state
parks) will remain open. Changes to youth sports guidance is forthcoming. There will
no change in current guidance on Division,l athletics.
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T I Updated Complaint Process
Health

® OSHA has adopted its rule governing schools: OAR 437-001-0744 Addressing COVID 19
Workplace Risks (Appendix A-13)
e All complaints will now go directly to OSHA.

“If you have questions about the RSSL guidance, please contact the
Oregon Department of Education.

If you believe a school is not in compliance with the RSSL guidance you
can file a named or confidential complaint with Oregon OSHA at
1-833-604-0884 or online. School safety and other COVID-19 school
related questions can be answered by emailing us.”

e ODE continues to provide technical assistance to districts and private schools.
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Southern Oregon Education Service District

October 14, 2020
Public Comment

RE: OAR 581-015-2155 - Dissent about retaining existing language re: qualified examiner requirements
(i.e. I am respectfully requesting to remove “Other individual assigned by a school district who has the
training and experience to administer and interpret individually administered intelligence tests” from the
current OAR)

To: Honorable State Board of Education

I am a Coordinator of Special Programs at the Southern Oregon Education Service District
(SOESD) with 25 years of experience in the field of Special Education. | have administered to a variety of
highly specialized programs over the years, including Autism, Traumatic Brain Injury, Psychological
Services, regional low-incidence disability program areas, and life-skills classrooms. | spent six years on
the Oregon Autism Commission’s Screening-ldentification-Assessment subcommittee contributing to
the workgroup’s best practice efforts in defining assessment guidelines for identification of Autism in
Oregon. | am currently a regional representative on Oregon’s Regional Management Team, supervising
multiple programs at the SOESD, including a team of school psychologists, who are providing
psychological services for 11 component school districts and programs in Jackson, Josephine and
Klamath Counties.

| am proposing to use the same qualified examiner requirements in OAR 581-015-2155
(Intellectual Disability Eligibility) that is defined in OAR 581-015-2175 (Traumatic Brain Injury Eligibility)
for the following reasons:

1) The currently proposed language in OAR 581-015-2155 (“training and experience”) is very
vague and does not properly define the necessary licensure and qualification requirements
of the examiner

2) The current language in OAR 581-015-2155 does not align with existing OARs that have a
very specific, clear definition re: individual qualified to perform a psychological assessment
(intelligence testing is a psychological assessment — please, refer to OAR 581-015-2175). It
also does not align with qualified examiner licensure requirements defined in other
disciplines (i.e. speech and language pathologists in OAR 581-015-2135 Communication
Disorder).

3) The current language allows individuals with insufficient training and experience to mis-
identify disabilities, and exacerbate Oregon’s already acknowledged problems around
misidentification and disproportionality (please, refer to 2020 ODE Audit
https://sos.oregon.gov/audits/Documents/2020-24.pdf)

4) The current language removes the incentive for individuals in Oregon to pursue a career in
the field of school psychology, and perpetuates Oregon’s significant school psychologist
recruitment and retention problems (if psychological work can be delegated to individuals,
who do not hold a psychology license, then why would anyone want to go through three

Scott Beveridge, Superintendent | www.soesd.k12.or.us | 5414876-8590 | Main Office: 101 N Grape St, Medford, OR 97501

5465 S Pacific Hwy 2685 Foothills Blvd 409 NW 3rd St 1021 NW Highland Ave 1871 NE Stephens St
Phoenix, OR 97535 Klamath Falls, OR 97603 Grants Pass, OR 97526 Grants Pass, OR 97526 Roseburg, OR 97470
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Southern Oregon Education Service District

years of graduate training, 1,200 hours of required internship experience, financial hardship
and an arduous licensure process to become a school psychologist?)

5) The current language lacks specificity to meet minimum requirements set by test
publishers for purchasing and using an intelligence test, as test publishers only sell
intelligence tests to individuals with proper licensure (C-level user qualification is required
by most test publishers — authors of psychological tests specify the required qualifications of
the examiner in each test’s manual). Individually administered intelligence test user
qualifications typically require a graduate degree in the field of psychology or psychiatry,
and/or membership in a psychological organization such as the American Psychological
Association, National Association of School Psychologists, etc. (please, refer to Examiner
Qualifications at the websites of MHS, Pearson and Riverside Publishers). It’s a violation of
test publisher agreements (reportable to Pearson, WPS, Riverside, etc.) if an unqualified
examiner administers and interprets an intelligence tests and thereby fails to protect and
maintain test security.

6) The current language poses a risk of liability for districts, who utilize individuals without a
psychology degree for the purpose of intelligence testing (there is a higher risk of OCR
complaints and independent educational evaluation requests filed by parents).

| appreciate your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Agnes Lee-Wolfe

Coordinator, Special Programs
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From: Alina Horrocks

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: public education concerns
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2020 8:58:32 PM

As a mother of 2 (almost 3) elementary school aged children, | am very concerned with
some things I've been hearing about in public education here in Oregon.

To be brief:

Children do NOT need to be taught they are racist from birth. We need to celebrate
diversity and be empathetic, but it seems counter-productive to assign blame to some
children and create victims of others solely based on the color of their skin.

I'm even more concerned with oversexualization of children through Comprehensive Sexual
Education. Yes, knowledge is power and our children should know about their bodies and
boundaries, etc. But the promotion of gender identity and sexuality in the younger ages is
confusing and inappropriate. Even the promotion of sexuality for the high schoolers and
middle schoolers is dangerous and can result in some serious consequences.

I want and need public schools to focus on true EDUCATION - reading, math, science, and
un-biased social studies/history. These other topics of race and sexuality are important to
discuss, but they are sensitive and mature subjects. Please do not adopt controversial
ideologies that confuse, divide, and harm our children.

Thank you for your consideration.

Alina Horrocks
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From: Annalee Waddell

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: A perspective on the work of injustice
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:04:10 AM

Dear Board Members,

The Black Lives Matter Resolution put forth by ODE in October makes it clear that the board
is serious about addressing, within their sphere of influence, the ills of racism and to put
forward “messages of understanding, love, and belonging” to Oregon public school students.
This is a commendable and desirable goal.

The phraseology “Black Lives Matter,” can indicate a sentiment, a movement, or the formal
organization often abbreviated as BLM. Therefore, it is not always clear what exactly is meant
when one claims to support “Black Lives Matter.” For better or worse, the sentiment can be
indistinguishable from the movement or the organization and there are potential dangers with
this conflation.

Recent public demonstrations of hatred within our communities is extremely troubling.
Violence among citizens with differing political views is on full display on a variety of news
and media outlets. Unfortunately, there are numerous instances of taunting, harassment, and
even violence coming from individuals waving signage or chanting expressions that support
“Black Lives Matter.” The nature of technological information is such that these images are
impossible to contain. Students across Oregon are witnessing the brutality that sometimes
emanates from BLM advocates.

Given these realities, it is appropriate and necessary for the board to consider how promoting
the phraseology “Black Lives Matter” could be misinterpreted and possibly signal to students
a shared enterprise with bad actors. To do otherwise is to contradict the stated purposes of the
resolution.
Sincerely,

Dedicated parent

Get Outlook for i0OS
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Ir Northwest Regional
. Education Service District
To whom it may concern,

As a school psychologist currently working in public education in Oregon, | am writing this letter on behalf of
the students and families that | serve out of professional responsibility. | was recently made aware of the
proposed changes to the OARs, specifically around intelligence testing. | am wondering why the proposed
language for OAR 581-015-2155 stating that intelligence testing may be done by “Other individual[s] assigned
by a school district who has the training and experience to administer and interpret individually administered
intelligence tests” would need to be added. Would the authors of this proposed change be able to provide
some examples of who was previously excluded and should now be included? The vagueness of this language
leaves too much discretion for each school district. | understand that there is a shortage of school
psychologists nationally each year but the solution is not to expand the criteria to potentially include individuals
who are not properly trained and do not have the necessary skills or experience. This could lead to potential
harm to students and ultimately their families.

Testing companies that publish intelligence tests are very specific with who meets a Level C qualification that
is needed for Intelligence tests. This is based upon the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing
developed jointly by the American Educational Research Association (AERA), the American Psychological
Association (APA), and the National Council on Measurement in Education (NCME). If individuals do not meet
those criteria, it would seem irresponsible to allow an individual district to override that.

It is imperative that the standard for who can administer and interpret intelligence tests is not relaxed. This
goes way beyond following proper testing procedures. Once that information is gathered, many additional
considerations need to be addressed when determining whether a child has an Intellectual Disability. As stated
in IDEA, no one measure or assessment should be used as the sole evidence for determining a student has a
disability. If a certified school psychologist or licensed psychologist is not at the table, those additional
considerations may be overlooked or not properly addressed. The ability to analyze all of that data is not an
easy task and requires an individual that has received extensive training and supervised practice. | am
currently in my 11th year as a school psychologist and | continue to consult with other school psychologists as
each situation that | encounter is unique.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my concerns on this matter. | would be happy to answer any
qguestions or have an ongoing conversation about this subject as | believe it is extremely important. | can be
reached at dlorenz@nwresd.k12.or.us.

Sincerely,

Damon Lorenz, EdS.
TSPC Certified School Psychologist
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From: Jennifer B.

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Black Lives Matter is a political movement
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2020 11:10:53 AM

Please remove Black Lives Matter from our schools. Well everyone can agree that Black lives
do matter, BLM is a political organization with a lot of money behind it and an agenda. There
are so many political views that are not acceptable for our teachers to express in class. Why
are we suddenly supporting and encouraging this one? Please recognize BLM for what it is
and encourage everyone to be inclusive and anti-racist, but not funding a political organization
that has aims that will hurt our children.

Thanks,
Jennifer Brinkerhoff
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From: Margaret Delacy

To: StateBoard Public Email

Cc: angela.m.allen@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; REP Power; Colt Gill; VENTURA Jessica - ODE
Subject: public comment for the State Board of Education meeting

Date: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 6:17:59 PM

Attachments: TAG Data from the State Report Card20200824.pdf

Testimony for the State Board of Education

November 19, 2020
General and Administrative Rule Revisions ;

Dear members of the State Board of Education:

This testimony is submitted on behalf of the Oregon Association for Talented and Gifted
(OATAG), a statewide, membership-based non-profit corporation established in 1978.

As the State Board will be considering proposals for revisions to the Administrative Rules,
OATAG recommends the following which align with the Board's stated values as noted:

1) Include students when planning their Talented and Gifted (TAG) services.

OAR 581-022-2330 Rights of Parents of Talented and Gifted Students states that districts
must:

(1) Inform parents at the time of the identification of the child and the programs and
services available.

(2) Provide an opportunity for the parents to provide input to and discuss with the district
the programs and services to be received by their child.

(3) The parents may, at any time, request the withdrawal of their child from programs
and services provided under OAR

581-022-1320. The school district shall notify parents of identified students of this

right.

(4) Parents shall be informed of their right to file a complaint under OAR 581-022-1940.

We believe that (2) should be amended to read "provide an opportunity for the parents AND
STUDENTS to provide input to .... programs and services." We are requesting this change
because a group of TAG students asked us about it. They feel they should be consulted when
plans that affect their educaiton are being determined.

Ideally, at least part of the planning would be incorporated into the college and career plan that
the law also requires.

This recommendation aligns with the State Board's values including:

EQUITY:--"every student has access to the resources and supports they need."
EMPOWERMENT--"respect and listen to multiple perspectives, and empower students...."
STUDENT CENTERED:-- "discussion, decisions, and action are centered on the best interest

of every student.”
54


mailto:margaretdelacy@comcast.net
mailto:StateBoard.PublicEmail@ode.state.or.us
mailto:angela.m.allen@state.or.us
mailto:Sen.KathleenTaylor@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.KarinPower@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:colt.gill@state.or.us
mailto:jessica.ventura@ode.state.or.us

Talented and Gifted

Talented and Gifted (TAG) children are defined by the State of Oregon as “those children who require special
educational programs or services, or both, beyond those normally provided by the regular school program in order to
realize their contribution to self and society and who demonstrate outstanding ability or potential” in one of the
recognized areas of giftedness (ORS 343.391). Oregon statutes and administrative rules require school districts to
identify TAG students and to provide TAG students with instruction that is designed to meet their assessed levels of
learning and accelerated rates of learning (OAR 581-022-2500).

School districts are required to identify TAG students in the categories of Intellectually Gifted, Academically Talented—
Reading, Academically Talented—Mathematics and Potential to Perform at the 97*" Percentile. The definition of
Potential to Perform at the 97" Percentile may be determined locally by individual districts. The Oregon Department of
Education defines the categories Intellectually Gifted and Academically Talented in either Reading or Mathematics.
Districts also have the option to identify students in three other areas: creativity, leadership and visual and performing
arts. All TAG identification is based on a body of evidence and multiple data points.

Individual Students may be identified in multiple areas of TAG.

Oregon Talented and Gifted stude Number of Percent of TAG Percent of Student
Students Statewide udent Group TAG Students Students Group identified as TAG
Total 39,097 100.0% 6.8%
State-defined: Female 18,230 46.6% 6.5%
¢ Intellectually Gifted: Male 20,827 53.3% 7.0%
16,355 Non-Binary* 40 0.1% t0 0.14% 9.6% to 17.2%
* Academically Talented: American Indian/Alaska Native 158 0.4% 2.2%
o Reading: 15,939 Asian 4,303 11.0% 18.5%
o Math: 16,246 Black/African American 424 1.1% 3.2%
District-defined: Hispanic/Latino 4,258 10.9% 3.2%
e Potential to Perform at the | Multiracial 3,059 7.8% 8.3%
97* percentile: 6,077 Native Hawaiian/Pacific islander 118 0.3% 2.7%
District Option to Identify: White 26,777 68.5% 7.5%
e Creativity: 56 Economically Disadvantaged 10,076 25.8% 3.3%
¢ Leadership: 34 Not Economically Disadvantaged
e Visual and Performing 29,021 74.2% 10.8%
Arts: 22 Special Education** 1,519 3.9% 1.8%
Not Special Education 37,578 96.1% 7.7%

*Due to the recent addition of collecting Non-Binary data and the first-year reporting of this data by
students and districts, the 95 percent confidence intervals for the reported population is provided.

**Students may be TAG-identified while also be identified for Special Education.

Source: Spring Membership 2018-19

TAG and All Students Four-Year Graduation Rates Over Time
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(2) Require districts to list TAG administrators/contact information on district websites and
provide that information annually to the Department of Education.

This information could be included in the Division 22 report. Currently, students and families
seeking information about TAG nominations or TAG services in their district experience a
frustrating search for contact information. Often it is either not found on a district's website or
it is buried under inconsistent and unpredictable categories.

This recommendation aligns with the State Board's values including:

EMPOWERMENT:--"... empower students, educational professionals, families, and
community members to take a leading role in ensuring student success"

(3) Include TAG students in the definition of "underserved" students in the Oregon Student
Success Act

Section 9 (2)(b) of Oregon’s Student Success Act states that funds from the new Student
Investment Accounts should, among other goals, “reduce student disparities” for:

Low-income students

Students from: racial or ethnic groups that have experienced disparities

Students with disabilities

ELL students

Foster children

Homeless children

“Any other student groups that have historically experienced academic disparities as
determlned by the State Board of Education by rule.”

As the Act says that it is up to the State Board to decide who is covered by this term, we are
requesting that the State Board includes TAG students as an "underserved™ group.

TAG students are among the most underserved groups of students in Oregon. In 2017-8, 83
Oregon school districts identified six or fewer TAG students and 89 districts reported
spending nothing on TAG services. There are vast disparities in TAG services from district to
district and even from school to school. Gifted students who are members of historically
underserved groups, low-income students, rural students and students who are also referred for
Special Education are especially likely to be unidentified and underserved (see attached
report).

This ongoing neglect and the invisibility of TAG students within our education system
contributes to the systemic racism that prevents many of our advanced learners from reaching
their full potential.

Although other sections of the Student Success Act include grants for “talented and gifted
programs,” it defines “disaggregated” groups agthose listed in section 9(2)(b). Because TAG



students are not listed in that section, important TAG data go unreported. This makes it harder
to pinpoint disparities in identification. or levels of service.

In addition, TAG data are not included in the state "accountability details" reports because
TAG is not an "accountable™ student group in the state's federal ESSA plan.

This recommendation aligns with the State Board's values including:

EQUITY:--"every student has access to the resources and supports they need to thrive in
school™

INCLUSION:--"every student has access to the opportunities and benefits of Oregon's
education system"

EXCELLENCE--"the Oregon education system prepares every student for college, career, and
life"

StUDENT CENTERED: "discussion, decisions, and action are centered on the best interest of
every student.”

The following two items are not directly related to TAG services but involve overall
improvements to Oregon's process for accountability for educational services

(4) Develop a spreadsheet listing all district Division 22 reports with their compliance/non-
compliance checks on the Department of Education website and create a mandatory follow-up
process when a district states it is out of compliance with a standard. This doesn't actually
require any change in rule--just in policy and procedure)

This recommendation aligns with the State Board's values including:

INTEGRITY:--"act with honesty and transparency in everything we do"
EMPOWERMENT:--"... empower students, educational professionals, families, and
community members to take a leading role in ensuring student success"

(5) Amend the administrative rules on appeals and complaints to create a process for follow-
up monitoring when a district has written a compliance plan and has been released from a
compliance order.

The Department spends a lot of time and effort investigating complaints and issuing findings.
We have found that districts often develop elaborate compliance plans as part of this process.
However, as soon as they are found to be in compliance and re-classified as a "standard"
district, they abandon their plan.

Complainants are then compelled to re-start the years-long complaint process from the
beginning. The result is that students may never receive adequate TAG services, complainants
are frustrated, and the Department has to spend additional time and effort investigating a fresh
complaint.

If districts knew that the Department would monitor their continued compliance with their
own compliance plans after they were released, they would be more likely to sustain their
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efforts.
This recommendation aligns with the State Board's values including:

EQUITY:--"every student has access to the resources and supports they need to thrive in
school™

INTEGRITY:--"act with honesty and transparency in everything we do"
INNOVATION: --"work to improve Oregon's education system"

INCLUSION:--"every student has access to the opportunities and benefits of Oregon's
education system."

Sincerely yours,

Margaret DelLacy
President
Oregon Association for Talented and Gifted
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[Submitted by Margaret DelLacy for SBE 11/19/2020 Board meeting]

Talented and Gifted

Talented and Gifted (TAG) children are defined by the State of Oregon as "those children who require special
educational programs or services, or both, beyond those normally provided by the regular school program in order to
realize their contribution to self and society and who demonstrate outstanding ability or potential” in one of the
recognized areas of giftedness (ORS 343.391). Oregon statutes and administrative rules require school districts to
identify TAG students and to provide TAG students with instruction that is designed to meet their assessed levels of
learning and accelerated rates of learning (OAR 581-022-2500).

School districts are required to identify TAG students in the categories of Intellectually Gifted, Academically Talented-
Reading, Academically Talented-Mathematics and Potential to Perform at the 97" Percentile. The definition of
Potential to Perform atthe 97" Percentile may be determined locally by individual districts. The Oregon Department of
Education defines the categories Intellectually Gifted and Academically Talented in either Reading or Mathematics.
Districts also have the option to identify students in three other areas: creativity, leadership and visual and performing
arts. All TAG identification is based on a body of evidence and multiple data points.

Individual Students may be identified in multiple areas of TAG.

OregonTalented and Gifted Student Gro Numberof | Percent of TAG Percent of Student
Students Statewide " up TAG Students Students | Group Identified as TAG
Total 39,097 100.0% 6.8%
State-defined: Female 18,230 46.6% 6.5%
* Intellectually Gifted: Male 20,827 53.3% 7.0%
16,355 Non-Binary* 40 0.1% to 0.14% 9.6% to 17.2%
* Academically Talented: American Indian/Alaska Native 158 0.4% 2.2%
o Reading: 15,939 Asian 4,303 11.0% 18.5%
o Math: 16,246 Black/African American 424 1.1% 3.2%
District-defined: Hispanic/Latino 4,258 10.9% 3.2%
« Potential to Perform atthe Multiracial 3,059 7.8% 8.3%
97t Percentile: 6,077 Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 118 0.3% 2.7%
District Option to Identify: White 26,777 68.5% 7.5%
* Creativity: 56 Economically Disadvantaged 10,076 25.8% 3.3%
* Leadership: 34 Not Economically Disadvantaged
* Visual and Performing 29,021 74.2% 10.8%
Arts: 22 Special Education** 1,519 3.9% 1.8%
Not Special Education 37,578 96.1% 7.7%

*Due to the recent addition of collecting Non-Binary data and the first-year reporting of this data by
students and districts, the 95 percent confidence intervals for the reported population is provided.
**Students may be TAG-identified while also be identified for Special Education.

Source: Spring Membership 2018-19
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From: Natalee Maxfield

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Public Comment for board meeting
Date: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 10:11:48 PM

On October 15, the Oregon Department of Education issued a Black Lives Matter Resolution.
The resolution contains laudable statements supporting the equal treatment of Black students,
fair treatment of all students, and removing roadblocks hindering student success. | support
those messages of respect, understanding, and belonging.

The statements that bring concern for me and many students and families contain the words
“anti-racism”, and *“systemic”, which sound reasonable on the surface, but are, perhaps,
destructive or counter-productive. What exactly do these terms mean and how are they taught
in the classroom? The phrase “Black Lives Matter” can precisely mean what it declares, Black
students matter. But, does it bring unintended division into the schools when it is meant to
unite?

Friends of mine and parents across Oregon are discussing that their children are being told in
class they are racist from birth. Sixth grade teachers are discussing the Breonna Taylor case
and stating that the “killers will be held accountable”, and to “be prepared for large protests
around the country if they are not”. Parents are listening to their children’s teachers
delegitimize the Founding Fathers and the Constitution, and undermining our law
enforcement. Other students are being taught about “white privilege” and inherited racial guilt.
Do these teachings support ODE’s mission, as stated in the resolution, to promote
“educational practices that lead directly to the educational and life success of all Oregon PK-
12 students™?

These are not the lessons of Martin Luther King. Rather, all of these lessons are rooted in an
ideology that gave rise to Critical Race Theory (CRT). By definition, these ideas are simply
“theories” and their impact on child development is unproven. Many black scholars are
speaking out in opposition to teaching these topics to young people, especially without
allowing for open debate or opposing viewpoints. Many believe these lessons are harmful for
children of all races—division, guilt and permanent victim status leading to hopelessness are
just a few of their unintended consequences. Recently, Kemi Badenock, a woman of color and
Member of Parliament of the United Kingdom, recently spoke out about the dangers of
teaching CRT:

She says this theory sees her “blackness as victimhood and their whiteness as oppression”. She
called on members of parliament to condemn the BLM organization instead of pretending it is
a completely wholesome anti-racist organization. She states that any school teaching these
theories of white privilege and inherited racial guilt without offering an opposing view is
breaking the law.

In Oregon and around the world, parents, politicians, teachers, and others are beginning to
question these teachings, which are divisive and dehumanizing.

The ODE Black Lives Matter Resolution states:

WHEREAS, the U.S. Office of Special Counsel issued an advisory opinion that it is not a
violation of the Hatch Act for federal employees to show support for the Black Lives Matter
movement and the Black Lives Matter Global Network while on duty, including wearing or
displaying materials related to the cause, because they address issues such as racism, which
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are not inherently aligned with a single political party and do not meet any criteria for a
"partisan political group”.

If the statement “Black Lives Matter” is nonpartisan and teachers are supported in wearing
BLM gear, are they also supported in wearing other slogans such as “Blue Lives Matter” or
“All Lives Matter”? If BLM is a statement not representing a political agenda, then other
slogans should also be acceptable. However, in ODE’s “Training Toolkit” released with the
Resolution, a teacher discusses how she handled a student saying “All Lives Matter” in one of
the virtual classrooms. The student then wrote an apology letter.

Clearly only certain slogans and statements are being supported by ODE. If BLM is not in
violation there should be equal treatment of other statements as well.

Recently Governor Brown rightly asked for the removal of symbols of the noose, the
Confederate flag, and the swastika. | agree with this. ODE Director Colt Gill stated on the
issue, “The ODE is committed to ensuring that Oregon’s schools are safe and inclusive for all
students and staff, and the All Students Belong rule is an important step in that process”. Does
“all students” include students that have parents in law enforcement? Does “all students”
include students whose families have escaped communism? My friend that escaped
communist rule in Vietnam shared with me her thoughts on the raised fist. She states, “It
represents communism. We hate communism. I lived in a refugee camp in Thailand for 2
years before coming to the United States. We escaped and now they teach communism to my
children and they are confused. The United States is land of liberty! They don’t teach it
anymore.” Are these students feeling they “belong in their own schools”? The symbol that
BLM has adopted is the communist fist, which to those who have escaped communism, means
“genocide.” Children with these family histories must feel like they are safe and belong in
their schools too.

Although the ODE’s Resolution is well-meaning, | am concerned about possible unintended
consequences. Does it enhance or reduce freedom? Assemble or divide? | believe that the
most inclusive line in the Resolution are the last 3 words, “All Students Belong.” If ODE
really believes this, they need to rethink their Black Lives Matter Resolution.

61



November 17, 2020

Mr. Colt Gill

Director

Oregon Department of Education
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem, OR 97310

Director Gill,

It has come to our attention that a proposal has been brought before the State Board of Education to waive
assessment requirements, including both the 10" grade and Essential Skills Assessments. While the notice
was filed with the Secretary of State’s office on September 30, the agenda for the Board’s October 15
monthly meeting did not include any mention that this issue would be presented. We understand your
department is dealing with many challenging, unprecedented, and critical issues during the covid-19
pandemic, but we are troubled by the lack of transparency regarding this school year’s assessment
requirements and worry about the resulting lost opportunities for students.

For the past several years the legislature has allocated funds to administer a 10"-grade assessment—
historically the PSAT 10—to support Oregon students, including traditionally underrepresented
populations. School districts that choose to administer the PSAT 10 provide their students with key
information about their college readiness, scholarship opportunities, and a connection to free personalized
SAT practice. Additionally, the PSAT 10 helps educators and administrators identify students with the
potential to succeed in advanced coursework. During the first special session, the legislature worked hard
to ensure funding for the 10-grade assessment. We question why ODE is requesting assessment waivers
that contradict the legislative intent of ORS 392.488 and why this was not communicated to the
legislature during either the regular or special session.

Another reason cited for making the waiver request centered on potential cost savings. However, there
has been no acknowledgement to the State Board of the cost savings that were achieved this past spring
because of canceled IB and SBAC testing and what these unused funds would be spent on, in addition to
the $425,000 already budgeted for the PSAT 10.

Y our mission statement centers on equity, though your actions in the case do not reflect that goal. We
worry about the impact of these decisions on equity and inclusion, and the lack of data that will be
gathered on student learning this year. We urge you to reconsider your proposal to waive ORS 392.488,
which requires that the department make a nationally-normed college entrance practice assessment
available to all 10" grade students.

We believe allowing students the opportunity to take this assessment is critical for them on their path
from school to college or career. Should this waiver become a reality, it will remove key department data
and information on students’ college readiness and potential to succeed in advanced coursework. The
public deserves clear explanations, especially for proposals that have the potential to impact nearly every
10th grader in the state.

We believe these matters to be paramount in promoting equity and transparency.
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Sincerely,

Loustd o (Bl

Senator Arnie Roblan

PoB-

Representative Daniel Bonham

CC: State Board of Education
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From: Pragyna Naik

To: allstudentsbelong@state.or.us; StateBoard Public Email
Cc: sravya.tadepalli@gmail.com

Subject: Swastika Symbol Removal from OAR 581-022-2312
Date: Sunday, October 18, 2020 8:24:07 PM

Hello,

My name is Pragyna and | am currently a student at the University of Washington.

I recently found out about the new rule ODE is creating banning hate speech and symbols.
I largely think this is a much needed policy change and applaud the intent of the rule.
However, | am concerned about the rule change outright banning the swastika. The word
"swastika" means "conducive to well-being" in Sanskrit. While the Nazis used the swastika
(which they called the hakenkreuz) as a symbol of hate, it was originally used by Hindus as
a symbol of prosperity and good luck, and Hindus continue to use the symbol to represent
their religion today. You often see the swastika on the doorstep of Hindu homes, and
people often wear the swastika on jewelry for good luck. The Hindu swastika also looks
different from the Nazi symbol. | attached an image here if you would like to see the
difference.

| completely understand the intention of banning the swastika, given the history of the
Holocaust. Most Hindu Americans are also aware of the implications of the swastika in
American society, and do not generally display the symbol in public. However, for Hindu
students, the outright banning of this symbol is hurtful. It says that a symbol of faith--stolen
in the name of genocide--is inherently evil, and Hindu students feel less comfortable being
themselves. In a virtual environment, Hindu students who have the swastika displayed in
their homes could be unfairly reprimanded. The Oregon Department of Education should
reaffirm that hate is wrong while also not blanket-banning symbols that mean different
things to different people. Banning the swastika outright is like banning the cross because
cross burnings were used by the KKK to terrorize people of color.

Banning the swastika also creates an issue of awareness. Recently, there was an outbreak of
online protests over the SHEIN website selling necklaces with the swastika symbol. Many
interpreted the symbol to be representative of the holocaust and found the sale of such a product
on the website demeaning and degrading. Despite several members of the Indian community,
including many on my own college campus, reacgjpg out to those protesting explaining the
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meaning of the swastika, many refused to accept that the Swastika could have an alternate
meaning. The response was hateful and demeaning, and it showed a lack of awareness about the
topic.

As a concerned Oregonian, | ask that ODE removes the word "swastika" from OAR 581-
022-2312. | believe that the descriptor of "symbols of hate" would allow schools to use
discretion to address students who display the Nazi swastika with a hateful intent, without
singling out a symbol that means a very different thing for Hindus. At the very least, ODE
should replace the word “swastika” with the term “hakenkreuz” or “Nazi sign” to distinguish
the two symbols. Teachers also must be educated on the difference between the two
swastikas.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about what | have to say. |
would be happy to provide you more information or resources.

Thanks
Pragyna
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Colt Gill
Director of the Oregon Department of Education

Kate Brown, Governor
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November 18, 2020

Senators Roblan and Thomsen, and Representatives Bonham and Helt,

Thank you for reaching out regarding our waiver request and, most importantly, for your advocacy on
behalf of students. | will share your correspondence with the State Board of Education.

We share your deep value for equity, access, and opportunity for students in our state. We strive to
ensure our actions are transparent and thoughtfully aligned with public process requirements pursuant
of any request brought forward to the State Board of Education. We hope to stay in the conversation
with you around this important topic, working to build shared understanding and clear explanation
around some key points outlined in your letter. Ultimately, our upcoming waiver request honors what
we believe is best for students and is the most responsible action we can take in this unique context.

Before addressing the substance of your letter, we would like to offer procedural clarifications
regarding the proposed waiver to the nationally-normed college entrance practice assessment
required under ORS 329.488.

e ORS 329.488, which directs ODE to make a nationally-normed college entrance practice
assessment available to Oregon 10th graders, also allows the State Board of Education to use
its rulemaking authority to waive this assessment requirement for groups of students. Given
the limitations on in-person instruction currently in place in most districts across the state and
the myriad challenges schools are facing to maximize precious instructional time, ODE is
seeking to use this waiver option to alleviate the burden on schools and educators so they can
focus on connecting with students and providing high-quality and engaging instruction in our
current context. The proposed waiver is incorporated into the revision to OAR 581-022-0104:
State Standards for the 2020-21 School Year (section 4). The State Board had its first read of
the revised OAR 581-022-0104 in_October 2020 (see item 6A). ODE anticipates bringing the
rule back to the State Board for adoption in January or February 2021.

e In addition, it is important to note that ODE’s contract with the College Board ended on June
30, 2020. If the State Board does not support ODE’s waiver request, ODE will swiftly initiate a
Request for Proposals (RFP) process. While the College Board was awarded the most recent
contract, as a state agency ODE is bound to follow a transparent and competitive procurement
process. As such, ODE has framed its response to your concerns without focusing on a
specific vendor or assessment product.

Essential Skills & Local Performance Assessment

ODE first communicated to districts, families, and students that the Essential Skills graduation
requirement would be suspended for students graduating in 2020 and 2021 as part of the Distance
Learning for All Guidance published in the Spring of 2020.
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In order to implement E.O 20-20 (issued April 23, 2020) and assist public schools in responding to the
COVID-19 emergency, the Department of Education issued a significant amount of guidance to the
field, including_Graduation Pathways 2020. The purpose of Graduation Pathways 2020 was to support
the class of 2020 in reaching graduation goals during an unprecedented time.The guidance provided
options and recommendations to award credits for seniors that account for their work and
accomplishments up to the point of school closure.

The Graduation Pathways 2020 guidance suspended the Essential Skills requirement for the class of
2020 and the class of 2021. The guidance stated that the suspension was dependent upon the State
Board taking action to amend applicable administrative rules.

The State Board did take action to implement that guidance and suspend the Essential Skills by
adopting two administrative rules. For the class of 2020, the applicable rule is OAR 581-022-0103
State Standards for the 2019-20 School Year (see subsection (2)). The rule was adopted as a
temporary rule in April 2020 and as a permanent rule in June 2020. Here are links to the board
materials for the April (see item 6A), May (see item 8H), and_June (see item 3D) board meetings.

For the class of 2021, the applicable rule is OAR 581-022-0104 State Standards for the 2020-21
School Year (See Subsection (3)(a)). The rule was adopted as a temporary rule in_September (see
item 4A). ODE is currently going through the permanent rulemaking process. The permanent rule was
first read at the_October board meeting (see item 6A) and will be back before the board for adoption in
either January of February.

The assessment waiver request under State Board consideration this fall relates primarily to removing
local performance assessment requirements, which place procedural burdens on Oregon districts that
are not tenable in the 2020-21 school year, and the waiver of the nationally-normed college entrance
practice examination for current 10th graders.

Nationally-normed College Entrance Practice Examination

ORS 329.488 allows the State Board to use its rulemaking authority to waive the nationally-normed
college entrance practice test for specific groups of students. The waiver request ODE submitted to
the State Board is specific to the cohort of students who are enrolled in Grade 10 during the 2020-21
school year. ODE is seeking a waiver for 2020-21 in order to reduce burdens that are not crucial to
instruction for schools and students. To provide some context, under ODE’s previous contract with the
College Board, the PSAT was historically given in the second week of October. It was not possible to
administer the PSAT in October. College Board scheduled an additional testing date for January
2021. The majority of Oregon students are being served by Comprehensive Distance Learning
instructional models, and with the current rise in Oregon COVID-19 health metric trends, that will more
than likely be the case in January 2021. Under ORS 329.488, administration of the nationally-normed
college entrance practice test is structured as a requirement on both the part of ODE and local
districts. Unless ODE works with the State Board to pursue the waiver option permitted under ORS
329.488, it would be left to individual parents to request an exemption from their district. Processing
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exemption requests on an individual student basis would create significant additional burdens on
districts that are already facing a number of challenges in meeting the needs of students and
optimizing the use of instructional time.

Fiscal Implications

With regard to the costs for our summative assessments from spring 2020, most costs associated
with summative assessment occur well in advance of the test window, as they are preparatory in
nature. Our summative assessment system was planned, reviewed for quality, and implemented in
spring 2020 when the pandemic hit Oregon. There was a potential for a minor reimbursement from
our item content non-profit consortium (Smarter Balanced, $382,236),and ODE realized cost savings
from our test delivery vendor due to the suspension of our statewide summative assessments
(Cambium Assessment, $1,622,028); however, ODE selected an option that allowed us to provide a
comprehensive Interim Assessment system complete with instructional resources, called Tools for
Teachers, for all of Oregon’s educators and students for 2020-21 in lieu of the minor reimbursement
from our content non-profit consortium (with a projected differential value of more than $1,000,000).
For the first time in recent history, this helped to balance Oregon’s assessment system which has
been heavily weighted to summative assessment at the expense of statewide support for formative
and interim assessment systems. ODE also eliminated the performance task from our summative ELA
and mathematics assessments, which will potentially result in $1,507,600 in savings for 2020-21
(primarily from human hand scoring costs).

Additionally, there was no cost savings for the IB exams through the Test Fee Program in May 2020.
Although IB cancelled the May 2020 exams, IB still conducted their assessment via gathering other
evidence of student performance, and students still paid for these assessments. Also, the legislature
voted to not fund the Test Fee Program for the second half of the biennium; therefore, the leftover
$220,738 in this fund will be enough to cover approximately fifty percent of AP and IB tests in spring
2021, and only for students who qualify for Free/Reduced Price Lunch.

Supporting Students and Ensuring Student Success

As defined by ORS 329.488, the nationally-normed college entrance practice examination is an
assessment whose purpose “...is to predict the success of students on, and provide practice for
students taking, college entrance exams.” This is critical to our discussion, as it is related to one
perceived benefit of having Oregon students take practice college entrance examinations, namely,
because they are predictive of future performance on college entrance examinations.

To better understand this perceived benefit, ODE reviewed student participation on the PSAT and
found significant discrepancies between participation rates and student demographics. We found that
students of color were under-represented and White students and Asian students were over-
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represented. This is important, as it addresses the perspective that the PSAT may have been an
important tool used to open opportunities for Oregon’s students of color. While that may happen in
unique circumstances, ODE does not have evidence to support that claim. The fact is that Black,
Latino/a/x, and Native American students in Oregon do not participate in the PSAT at representative
demographic rates.

Local and national trends in college admissions practices show that universities and colleges are
removing college entrance examination requirements from admissions procedures. The use of college
entrance examinations, and therefore the relevance of college entrance practice examinations, is
rapidly in decline. Institutions of Higher Education (IHES) across the country are evaluating various
data sources that have strong predictive validity for post-secondary success and better promote
equitable admissions practices, including high school Grade Point Average (GPA), writing samples,
interviews, and teacher recommendations.

Organizations that track college/university use of college admissions assessments in their admissions
procedures show that two-thirds are test optional or test-blind for college admissions this fall. IHE's
are searching for better, more comprehensive procedures to make these high- stakes decisions. On
March 25, 2020, Oregon’s public universities removed submission of ACT or SAT scores as a college
admissions requirement, in perpetuity (Statesman Journal, 3-25-2020). The University of California
Regents also suspended the requirement of the ACT or SAT for college admissions on May 21, 2020
for three years while they study better ways to make such high stakes decisions. On September 1,
2020, California Superior Court judge Brad Seligman went further, issuing a preliminary injunction
against the UC'’s plan because there is concern regarding whether the assessments present equal
opportunities for students experiencing disabilities. An attorney for the prosecution, Mark Rosenbaum,
shared the following observation related to the case. He noted that the “historic decision puts an end
to racist tests that deprived countless California students of color, students with disabilities, and
students from low-income families of a fair shot at admissions to the UC system” (LA Times, 9-1-
2020).

That said, ODE acknowledges there are some benefits for having students participate in nationally-
normed college entrance practice assessments. Some scholarship organizations require applicants to
submit college entrance practice examinations, such as the National Merit Scholarship (NMS)
program. However, because ORS 329.488 requires administration at Grade 10, it precludes student
use for application to the NMS program, which requires a Grade 11 administration. Another potential
benefit is that participation in the assessment has offered Oregon students an opportunity to connect
to IHEs, as student scores can be reported to IHEs and those who performed well might be added to
admissions communications processes. However, consultation with admissions associates in Oregon
demonstrates that there is a need for new ways to connect students to IHEs that do not hinge on
college entrance examinations. The staff whom ODE consulted acknowledged that nationally-normed
college entrance practice examinations had limited utility for them outside of this context and that it
was not a sufficient reason to maintain the practice or policy.
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Thank you for your engagement around this issue and for your collective interest in supporting
Oregon’s students during an unprecedented time. | hope that our response provides greater clarity
and informs the conversation. We stand ready to meet with you at any time to discuss this further.

Sincerely,

Colt Gill
Director of the Oregon Department of Education

CC:
State Board of Education
Lindsey Capps, Senior Policy Advisory to Governor Kate Brown
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6 CollegeBoard

November 3, 2020

Ms. Kimberly Howard, Chair
Oregon State Board of Education
255 Capitol Street NE

Salem, OR 97310

Sent via email

Dear Ms. Howard,

I write to you and your colleagues to supplement recent discussions brought to the State Board of Education by
the Oregon Department of Education regarding the waiving of Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 329.488. Since
2008, this statute supported the administration of the PSAT/NMSQT to Oregon’s 10" grade students each fall.
On average 80-85% of the state’s 10" graders have taken the exam each fall. Schools and districts throughout
the State of Oregon administer the assessment, and through it, a number of opportunities are delivered to
students, including identifying students who are ready to take specific advanced courses while in high school
and connecting students to higher education institutions and financial aid.

The Oregon Department of Education supported the waiver citing the suspension by Oregon colleges and
universities to require the SAT and ACT. While accurate, the waiver request does not address the standalone
utility and value that the PSAT/NMSQT—rather than the cited SAT--offers to students and families. During
public discussion, the Oregon Department of Education also advanced an argument that the percentage of
Oregon’s 10" grade students availing themselves of the PSAT/NMSQT is lower for students of color than for
White students. Taking data directly from the Oregon Department of Education’s website, I note that in 2018-
19, Black and Asian students both had lower participation percentages on the SBAC 11 exams than state
average participation across subgroups.

It is important for the State Board to have full data and evidence in front of it to make a thoughtful decision.
The Oregon Department of Education believes strongly that the SBAC assessment system will advance
opportunities and support for students and educators. I do not write to disparage the SBAC assessments or the
system of supports surrounding SBAC. However, in supporting SBAC and seeking to clear an exclusive
pathway for its use in Oregon, there is a much richer discussion about value to students and families available
for the State Board. I provide data on two of the most essential decision points for the State Board: student
performance and assessment benchmarks.

Student Performance

It may be surprising for board members, but in looking at the same cohort of students taking both the PSAT (in
fall of their sophomore year) and the same students taking the SBAC exam in the spring of their junior year,
one might expect that fewer students, particularly students of color, meet the college readiness benchmarks
established across the SAT Suite of Assessments (PSAT 8/9; PSAT/NMSQT, and the SAT). In fact, far more
of Oregon’s students of color meet the SAT benchmark (in their sophomore year, no less) than do meet the
comparable benchmark for SBAC (which is level 4) for reading (ERW) and math nearly 18 months later in
their high school career.

This should raise questions for the State Board. Is one exam more “equitable” than the other? Which one
provides the clearest information for students to develop multiple pathways towards many postsecondary
options? In the tables below, find data on both assessments.
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PSAT/NMSQT (10th Grade) Class of 2019 SBAC (11th Grade) Class of 2019
% Students Meeting College Readiness Benchmark % Students Meeting Performance Level 4
%
Ethnicity N % ERW % Math Ethnicity N % ELA | N Math
African American 517 32% 16% African American 832 15% 798 4%
Hispanic 6205 38% 20% Hispanic 8868 19% | 8638 5%
2222
White 15402 69% 45% White 23005 37% 2 14%
3165
Total 22124 59% 37% Total 32705 32% 8 12%

*2019 Oregon Public Schools SAT Suite of Assessments Annual Report.

SAT Class of 2019
% Students Meeting College Readiness Benchmark
Ethnicity N % ERW % Math
African American 296 50% 25%
Hispanic 2878 60% 35%
White 10256 85% 61%
Total 13430 78% 56%

*2019 Oregon Public Schools SAT Suite of Assessments Annual Report.

How could there be such significant disparities in achievement and postsecondary readiness? It is important to
examine the process by which the benchmarks on each assessment were established because they clearly
represent differing interpretations of college readiness.

Assessment Benchmarks:

PSAT/NMSQT and SAT:
o Students with an SAT Math section score that meets or exceeds the benchmark have a 75 percent
chance of earning at least a C in first-semester, credit-bearing college courses in algebra,
statistics, pre-calculus, or calculus.

o Students with an SAT Evidence-Based Reading and Writing (ERW) section score that meets or
exceeds the benchmark have a 75 percent chance of earning at least a C in first-semester, credit-
bearing college courses in history, literature, social sciences, or writing classes.

SBAC Grade 11:
e An SBAC score aligned to performance level 4, in combination with successful completion of a 12"
grade course reflects the student has met the pre-requisite for placement in a first-year credit bearing
course.

How each benchmark was established:
PSAT and SAT:

Please see a full discussion at: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/research-foundations-college-
career-readiness.pdf

There are two important elements to note. First, the College Board’s College Readiness Benchmark was
developed through research on a nationally representative sample of colleges and universities examining
student success in first-semester courses in a wide array of programs: training and employment; two-year; and
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four-year institutions. The benchmark was intentionally designed to represent students across the broad range
of postsecondary education and training options available to them. Second, regarding mathematics
specifically, the College Board’s research supported a deep focus on mastery of algebra, again because the
range of postsecondary destinations for students produces varying needs for additional mathematics
coursework and study. These elements are reflected in both the content of the assessments and the established
benchmark.

SBAC:

Please see: https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/mathematics-alds-and-college-content-readiness-
policy.pdf

SBAC has a thorough explanation of its Level 4 Performance as it defines College Readiness. That
explanation includes:

Level 4 Policy Implications for Grade 12 for High School Graduates who Immediately Enter Higher
Education:

e Level 4 Student demonstrates thorough understanding of and ability to apply the knowledge and skills
associated with college content readiness.

o Student is exempt from developmental course work. (K12 and higher education officials may jointly
set Grade 12 requirements to maintain the exemption.)

e  Within each state, students may be required to satisfactorily complete Grade 12 English and/or
mathematics courses to retain the exemption from developmental course work (higher education and
K-12 officials may jointly determine appropriate courses and performance standards).

e Students are encouraged to take appropriate advanced credit courses leading to college credit while
still in high school. Colleges may evaluate additional data (courses completed, grades, placement test
scores, writing samples, etc.) to determine appropriate course placement at or above the initial credit-
bearing level

Discussion: Note that while the SAT benchmarks are research-based, SBAC benchmarks were established
through a subjective judgment process about what students should know and be able to do to be successful in
college-entry courses. While subjective judgments can be interesting, if there are not grounded in empirical
evidence about actual student success in college they may give the wrong signals to students: stating students
are ready for college-level courses when they are not, or keeping students who are ready for these courses from
enrolling in them. I also am not aware of any inclusion of career readiness in the SBAC benchmarks.

The SAT Suite has been researched extensively. Here’s a sampling of the latest evidence about the
opportunities it delivers:

1. Taking college readiness assessments early appears to improve scores, particularly for
underrepresented students.

2. When we track students who took an SAT Suite assessment each year from 2015 through 2019, we
see a steady upward trend in average scores as well as an increase in the number of students meeting
or exceeding both the Math and the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section benchmarks. In
other words, college readiness can be impacted by monitoring student progress especially in the 10"
grade and adapting instruction to students’ strengths and developmental needs.

3. More low-income students are taking the SAT than ever before. Nationally, over 3.7 million students
in more than 3,000 school districts and 9,000 schools have participated through spring 2019 in
administering the SAT Suite assessments during the school day, with Hispanic and Black students
participating in much higher rates than White Students.

4. Free, personalized SAT practice works for all students and works particularly well for
underrepresented students. Are the same opportunities available for SBAC practice and is there
research-based evidence supporting effective practice behaviors?
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Our research shows there are at least three best practices to help students get the most out of the time
spent practicing in Official SAT Practice: 1) following the skill recommendations provided as part of
the student’s personalized practice plan; 2) taking a practice test; and 3) improving their skills
through practice in 15 or more skills identified in their personalized practice plan that is provided
through PSAT 10 and other SAT Suite programs. Our research shows that these practices can make a
difference in student readiness.

Research has shown that when a college entrance examination is given to all students, we see four-
year college-going rates increase, higher enrollment in institutions with higher BA completion rates,
and students from underrepresented backgrounds benefitting the most.

More students are finding more scholarship opportunities through the SAT Suite of Assessments. In
2019 alone, over 20 scholarships were awarded through the SAT Suite to Oregon students, with the
total dollar amount in excess of a quarter of a million dollars.

Small nudges can change students’ trajectories by encouraging students with potential to take AP
courses and assessments. In a randomized controlled students, teachers and students received letters,
emails, and other communications encouraging students to take AP for which they had potential.
Those students in urban high schools nationally who received an intervention were 5-6% more likely
to take a matched AP Exam compared to students who did not receive the outreach. In Oregon
specifically, we see positive statistically significant results from these interventions.

To date, Deputy Director Gill and Assessment Director Farley have only communicated with the College
Board that the existing contract expired and an RFP was necessary going forward. What I do know is that
Oregon’s statute did not change. Funding to support the statute did not change. ODE did not release an RFP
in advance of the June 30, 2020 termination of the existing contract to ensure students continued to be served.
We are disappointed in the lack of communication and engagement, and the attempt to subvert with no public
discussion the long-standing practice of offering a pre-college readiness exam seems to be serving the interests
of ODE rather than the students and families of Oregon. We stand by this statement: The research clearly
shows that students who receive opportunities as a result of taking the PSAT/NMSQT are better positioned to
pursue their postsecondary goals and succeed.

I appreciate your time and consideration of these matters.

Sincerely,

S

Scott Hill

Vice-President

State and District Partnerships
College Board
shill@collegeboard.org
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Tina Meier-Nowell
Coordinator

NWRESD :
5825 NE Ray Cir. Iﬁ Northwest Regional

Hillsboro, OR 97124 Education Service District

10/29/2020

Re: OAR 581-015-2155 - Dissent regarding language referring to qualified examiner
requirements, specifically “Other individual assigned by a school district who has the training
and experience to administer and interpret individually administered intelligence tests.”

Dear Honorable State Board of Education,

I am the coordinator of the School Psychology and Autism Consultant Teams at NWRESD with
20 years of experience in the field of special education. I am concerned about the OAR language
that allows for a person who is not a licensed clinical psychologist or school psychologist in the
state of Oregon to administer and interpret intelligence tests for special education eligibility
under the category of Intellectual Disability(ID).

School psychologists are highly trained and experienced in not only how to administer
intelligence testing but also in interpreting that information alongside other important contextual
information that must be considered when determining special education eligibility. [ am
concerned that those without such specialized education and experience may not approach and
interpret the body of information gathered during an ID evaluation f with such skill and
discernment which may result in inaccurate and harmful conclusions regarding the children
being evaluated. ID is a particularly sensitive category for parents to consider. Misidentification
of a child under the category of ID may have serious implications for the family and the student
that may result in an educational path forward that may not be appropriate for the child’s needs
and potential.

Furthermore, intelligence testing requires a Level C qualification for administration and
interpretation - requiring a high level of expertise and formal training and education. Any
assessment completed by someone who does not meet that criteria is not following the ethical
guidance and publisher requirements. This may put the district they serve into a situation in
which they could be held liable for negligence in allowing a non-qualified person to administer
and inform the outcomes of an ID evaluation.

The work that prospective school psychologies go through to obtain their certification and
licensure is rigorous, and rightly so. Determining if a child does or does not meet eligibility
criteria is a serious matter and merits the type of scrutiny and judgement that comes from those
who have worked towards an advanced degree and certification in this area. Oregon already has
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challenges with misidentification and disproportionality in special education. I fear that if those
without such training are allowed to administer and interpret tests, those numbers will only
increase.

I respectfully request that the Board will consider modifying the proposed OAR language to
allow for only TSPC-licensed school psychologists and psychologists licensed under the Oregon
State Board of Psychological Examiners to administer and interpret intelligence testing for the

benefit of students in our state.

Sincerely,

Tina Meier-Nowell, M. A.
Coordinator of NWRESD’s ASD and School Psychology Teams
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Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.
NORTH CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT

419 E TTH ST.
THE DALLES, OR 97058
541-506-2600 « NCPHD,.ORG

PSA

Date: Nov. 6, 2020

To: All Media

From: Dr. Mimi McDonell, Health Officer
North Central Public Health District

Subject: New Metrics Put Focus on Testing

Oregon issued new school metrics and updated guidance last week that will make it easier for in-person
instruction to resume and emphasizes returning elementary school students to the classroom.

The new metrics allow Wasco, Sherman and Gilliam to have higher COVID-19 case counts than original
metrics. However, they also require low county test percent positivity rates in order to have in-person school.
Statewide test percent positivity rates no longer apply.

State metrics first issued in August required Wasco County, for example, to have less than three COVID-19
cases per week for three consecutive weeks before students at larger schools (250 students or more) could return
to the classroom.

Now, in-person or hybrid education is allowed if there are less than 30 cases over two weeks, and the test
positivity rate is under 5 percent. School size is no longer a factor under the new metrics (with the exception of
very small, remote schools of 75 of fewer students).

In the latest two-week period, from Oct. 18-Oct. 31, Wasco County had 30 cases and a test positivity rate of 8.1
percent.

If the 14-day case count is between 30 and 44 and the test positivity rate is less than 8 percent, that allows
careful phasing in of onsite or hybrid schooling, starting with K-3 and adding grades up to grade six. Then, in
consultation with the local public health agency, North Central Public Health District, and tracking limited
spread over the prior four weeks, a school could thoughtfully expand to middle school or high school in the
same fashion.
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Schools must begin considering moving from in-person education to distance learning if a county has 45 to 60
cases over 14 days, and/or up to a 10 percent test positivity rate. Remote learning is required if cases are over 60
in two weeks and positivity is higher than 10 percent.

The schools in Dufur and Maupin, as well as in Sherman and Gilliam counties, are already offering in-person
instruction. Northern Wasco County School District 21 in The Dalles is still doing remote learning.

D21 Interim Superintendent Theresa Peters said the district has not made any decisions yet on timelines for
possible returns to in-person instruction. “We want to invest time in planning ahead to think through every little
piece because of the potential for exposure and its impact. You want to limit that as much as possible,” she said.
“So it behooves us all to do very thoughtful planning.”

The district is also surveying parents for their intentions on whether they would send their children to in-person
instruction.

Sherman and Gilliam counties, where students have been in classrooms, each have low case counts, but the
latest two-week period for each county has uncharacteristically high test positivity rates of 12.5 percent in
Sherman and 22.2 percent in Gilliam.

Scott Nine, assistant superintendent for the Office of Education Innovation and Improvement at the Oregon
Department of Education, said a tradeoff for allowing higher case counts is the need to improve county testing
rates, which is a key to controlling the transmission of COVID.

Schools with in-person learning under prior exceptions in counties with high test positivity rates have until Jan.
4 to improve rates before they would be required to go to remote learning based on metrics at that time, Nine
said. He called it a “runway” to prepare for and implement increased community testing.

“Increased testing helps limit the ability of a single case to spike test positivity,” he said. He also said
community pressure to avoid testing “is the wrong strategy” and conveyed that, “The Oregon Health Authority

is ready to work with schools to improve testing access and testing rates.”

The state changed metrics because it has learned schools are not super spreaders, and can actually help identify
the virus early if protocols to mitigate risk are followed.

Metrics focus on returning younger students because they require more in person learning and can be more
easily kept in small cohorts. Older students have varied classes that put them in contact with more students.

The state has also established a tip line for people to report violations of safety protocols. The number is 1-833-
604-0884.
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From: Abbey Phelps

To: StateBoard Public Email

Subject: Public comment: School Metrics in Frontier Counties
Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 8:26:02 AM
Attachments: New+School+Metrics.pdf

Oregon Department of Education,

On November 6th the North Central Public Health District released a PSA regarding
how the new school metrics apply to Wasco, Sherman and Gilliam Counties. | have
attached the PSA to this email. It included quotes from Scott Nine. He conveyed that,
“The Oregon Health Authority is ready to work with schools to improve testing access
and testing rates.”

| would like to know what government mechanism, law, or mandate is in place that
allows schools to be the ones responsible for increasing testing in their county. |
would like to know who counties are supposed to test if there are no identified cases
in the county.

The current instructions from the CDC state that not everyone needs to get tested.
The CDC says you should only get tested if you have Covid-19 symptoms or if you
have had close contact with someone diagnosed with Covid-19. Are you contradicting
the CDC? Exactly who in the county is supposed to be tested each week to make
sure that if someone does contract Covid-19 the case positivity stays below 10%7? Are
you instructing counties to waste resources by testing when it is not medically
indicated? Who is going to pay for those unnecessary tests? Asking counties to test
just to keep their positivity low is unethical.

Mr. Nine also stated "Increased testing helps limit the ability of a single case to spike
test positivity." | submit that we cannot use test positivity for school metrics in
communities that have no cases or just a handful of cases. In small counties with
less than 2,000 people like Sherman, Gilliam, and Wheeler, each case must be
contact traced and viewed on it's own. Most of Sherman County's cases were
contracted outside the county with little or no in county community spread.

If you can give Oregon's smallest counties a workable and reasonable plan to
increase testing and and a plan for how to pay for that testing rather than just pass it
off to schools and Oregon Health Authority then citizens would be more cooperative.
Passing a mandate on to the schools when they have no right or legal authority to
demand increased testing in the community indicates to the citizens of those rural
counties that, once again, Salem is dictating policy when they have no idea of the
reality in rural Oregon.

| suggest adding a "frontier" metric for counties with less than 2,000 people.

If the county case count exceeds a maximum allowable number of cases in fourteen
days, County Test Positivity Metrics apply.

If the case count was six or ten, two cases in the county would not cause the County
Test Positivity Metric to close schools.

If the county did exceed that maximum allowable number of cases in 14 days then the
County Test Positivity Metric would apply. It would indicate likely community spread
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Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.
NORTH CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT

419 E TTH ST.
THE DALLES, OR 97058
541-506-2600 « NCPHD,.ORG

PSA

Date: Nov. 6, 2020

To: All Media

From: Dr. Mimi McDonell, Health Officer
North Central Public Health District

Subject: New Metrics Put Focus on Testing

Oregon issued new school metrics and updated guidance last week that will make it easier for in-person
instruction to resume and emphasizes returning elementary school students to the classroom.

The new metrics allow Wasco, Sherman and Gilliam to have higher COVID-19 case counts than original
metrics. However, they also require low county test percent positivity rates in order to have in-person school.
Statewide test percent positivity rates no longer apply.

State metrics first issued in August required Wasco County, for example, to have less than three COVID-19
cases per week for three consecutive weeks before students at larger schools (250 students or more) could return
to the classroom.

Now, in-person or hybrid education is allowed if there are less than 30 cases over two weeks, and the test
positivity rate is under 5 percent. School size is no longer a factor under the new metrics (with the exception of
very small, remote schools of 75 of fewer students).

In the latest two-week period, from Oct. 18-Oct. 31, Wasco County had 30 cases and a test positivity rate of 8.1
percent.

If the 14-day case count is between 30 and 44 and the test positivity rate is less than 8 percent, that allows
careful phasing in of onsite or hybrid schooling, starting with K-3 and adding grades up to grade six. Then, in
consultation with the local public health agency, North Central Public Health District, and tracking limited
spread over the prior four weeks, a school could thoughtfully expand to middle school or high school in the
same fashion.
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Schools must begin considering moving from in-person education to distance learning if a county has 45 to 60
cases over 14 days, and/or up to a 10 percent test positivity rate. Remote learning is required if cases are over 60
in two weeks and positivity is higher than 10 percent.

The schools in Dufur and Maupin, as well as in Sherman and Gilliam counties, are already offering in-person
instruction. Northern Wasco County School District 21 in The Dalles is still doing remote learning.

D21 Interim Superintendent Theresa Peters said the district has not made any decisions yet on timelines for
possible returns to in-person instruction. “We want to invest time in planning ahead to think through every little
piece because of the potential for exposure and its impact. You want to limit that as much as possible,” she said.
“So it behooves us all to do very thoughtful planning.”

The district is also surveying parents for their intentions on whether they would send their children to in-person
instruction.

Sherman and Gilliam counties, where students have been in classrooms, each have low case counts, but the
latest two-week period for each county has uncharacteristically high test positivity rates of 12.5 percent in
Sherman and 22.2 percent in Gilliam.

Scott Nine, assistant superintendent for the Office of Education Innovation and Improvement at the Oregon
Department of Education, said a tradeoff for allowing higher case counts is the need to improve county testing
rates, which is a key to controlling the transmission of COVID.

Schools with in-person learning under prior exceptions in counties with high test positivity rates have until Jan.
4 to improve rates before they would be required to go to remote learning based on metrics at that time, Nine
said. He called it a “runway” to prepare for and implement increased community testing.

“Increased testing helps limit the ability of a single case to spike test positivity,” he said. He also said
community pressure to avoid testing “is the wrong strategy” and conveyed that, “The Oregon Health Authority

is ready to work with schools to improve testing access and testing rates.”

The state changed metrics because it has learned schools are not super spreaders, and can actually help identify
the virus early if protocols to mitigate risk are followed.

Metrics focus on returning younger students because they require more in person learning and can be more
easily kept in small cohorts. Older students have varied classes that put them in contact with more students.

The state has also established a tip line for people to report violations of safety protocols. The number is 1-833-
604-0884.
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rather than just one person or one family that contracted Covid from outside the
county. This will prevent an unnecessary waste of resources from counties testing
just to keep case positivity low.

Thank you for your time and attention,
Abbey
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From: Alisa Turcott

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: My Senior
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 9:18:16 AM

Good afternoon,

I usually email with very broad facts and accounts from what | see in other forums! Or other families that | am
close to. Today it all about MY family and MY Kids classmates!

My senior joined avid as a freshman; as did so many of his classmates! It was told to us parents as a way for kids
to get prepared for college and to get the help they need to succeed! Amazing!!! Now fast forward... He has
given countless hours to avid in preparation for this year. To go on colleges visits (which so many kids will never
get to expire the), fill out scholarships, college applications, etc. Times are different this year, students cant do the
visits as they were going to. But that does not mean they are not able to have in person instruction like most of the
country. The Oregon seniors of 2021 deserve it; just like any other state. To be with their peers, experience the hard
decisions of which college to go to together! To be with their instructors, that have so many hours invested to get
them to this point. To help them this year to succeed and go on the next step of education prepared!!

Instead let me tell you what’s happening. Kids are not getting out of bed, they are not doing their assignments (if
they do, it’s cheating), and missing out on the in person instruction that these teachers thrive for!! Please give MY
SENIOR the opportunity he deserve to thrive with his instructors and classmates!

Please help Oregon student back to the classrooms! Our seniors are falling behind more and more each day!
Temperatures can be taken as they walk in, screening all symptoms, and masks worn at all times! There are many
fairgrounds, and facilities to accommodate in each city to allow for smaller groups!

Thank you,
Alisa Turcott
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From: Allisa Wacek
To: BROWN Governor; colt.gill@state.or.us; CALDERON Miriam - ELD; patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us; ODE
Erontdesk; HOWARD Kimberly - STBD; COLONNA Jerome - STBRD; MARTINEZ-ZAPATA Guadalupe - STBRD;

RUSSELL George - STBRD; SCURLOCK Jennifer - STBRD; WHEELER Bridgett - STBRD; VELIZ Anthony - STBRD;
StateBoard Public Email

Subject: Please open our schools!
Date: Saturday, October 17, 2020 1:34:36 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

Oregon is one of only seven states who is placing children in the lowest priority ranking of
society. You are ignoring the fact that this is a national emergency. COVID-19 isn't the
emergency. We've clearly seen the low risk that COVID possesses, yet Oregon has chosen to
fuel the unnecessary fear and ignore science. Oregon is placing the heaviest burden of COVID
on children, one of the most vulnerable populations, who should have little to no burden to
have to carry. | am severely disappointed in the actions displayed by the Oregon Department
of Education and Governor Kate Brown.

Oregonians deserve a CHOICE on whether or not they want to return to in person school. If a
family doesn't feel comfortable, let them stay home, but give the families who want to be
back in person the option. We know this isn't healthy for children, but we're only catering to
those who feel unsafe to return to school. | keep hearing teachers are worried for their
family's safety. | am a Registered Nurse. | don't get the option to just refuse to work. Do you
think | haven't been worried for my family's safety? | was seven months ago, when we didn't
know what we were facing. But | never refused to take care of people. Now | know the risks
of COVID and | am not fearful anymore. You need to allow the families and teachers who
WANT to be in school, be in school.

Your metrics for opening schools are far too strict and nearly unattainable. We've never had
metrics for the flu, which can be deadly. Why are we doing this with COVID? Please do the
right thing by showing our children their importance. They are our future, but you are
abandoning them in a time they need more support than ever.

Sincerely,
Allisa Wacek
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From: Amy Bachelder

To: StateBoard Public Email

Subject: School reopening

Date: Wednesday, November 4, 2020 9:51:20 PM
Hello,

I wanted to send my email with thoughts on the kids going back to school. I have a daughter in virtual first grade
right now with silver falls school district. It is my belief that the kids need to be back in school! In our current
situation my husband and I both work full time. We do not have the time to monitor our daughters schoolwork.
Thankfully she goes to a daycare that is helping to facilitate helping them with there schoolwork otherwise |
would’ve had to pull her from school. Paying for full time daycare has been any unexpected financial burden for our
family when she was expected to be in school. As it is how is going to daycare any different than going to school?
It’s not. So | can’t even comprehend why they aren’t in school right now. There can be safety regulations put into
place to make a safer school setting such as daily temp checks and wearing masks. If other states can have there kids
in school than so can oregon. I’m completely frustrated that they aren’t able to be in school. Not to mention that they
certainly aren’t retaining the information that’s being given to them virtually like they would be in class. | know so
many parents struggling and about ready to give up on there child’s learning right now. This should not be
happening! Get our kids back in school!

Thank you for your time and please consider all the parents reaching out to you about this!

Amy Fetsch
Silverton, Oregon

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Amy Frame

To: StateBoard Public Email

Subject: 1/3 of HS and MS students are failing!

Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 2:33:56 PM
ODE,

In the district my children attend, 1/3 of the middle school and 1/3 of the high school students
are failing at least one class.

In other districts, it is 1/2 of the students.
This is unacceptable! Oregon children deserve better.

Amy Frame
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From: Amy Mills
To: colt gill; HOWARD Kimberly - STBD; WHEELER Bridgett - STBRD; WHEELER Bridgett - STBRD; COLONNA Jerome
- STBRD; SCURLOCK Jennifer - STBRD; VELIZ Anthony - STBRD; SIEGEL Marc - ODE; ODE Frontdesk;

meagboyd@ode.state.or.us; KNAUS Jenni - ODE

Subject: My Child is Not Learning
Date: Thursday, October 22, 2020 1:18:18 PM
Greetings,

| am attaching a picture of what happened to my daughter today. She was supposed
an 11:00 Webex call with her 3rd grade teacher. Instead Webex crashed. It was not
just audio that was not working. Video was not working. All they could do was chat.
She has very little time via video with the teacher and then this happens???

This is completely out of the teachers control. She feels terrible. Because instead of
teaching her students she is now having them watch a video and hoping she can
Webex up by 2:00 to answer any questions the students may have.

How is this teaching my child? How is this helping my child? How can you justify that
this is remotely acceptable.

We need options to have our children back in school. And by the way, you are more
than welcome to come dry her tears today. She is very frustrated. We ALL are. This is
completely unacceptable.

My 13 year old child was to have a Webex at 12:30 with a teacher. He was done with
the call in under 10 minutes. An entire period worth of material was covered in just 10
minutes? Again, what kind of education is my child receiving when the teacher cannot
spend more than 10 minutes with him.

| completely understand we are in the middle of a pandemic. But our children are
bearing the brunt of your control and fear. Please open schools to the parents who so
desperately want to see their children succeed in the future. Options. That is all | ask
for. For the parents who are fearful of sending their children, let them stay with
distance learning.

In the mean time | welcome your commentary on the education my children are
currently receiving.

Sincerely,

Amy Mills
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From: Andrea Jones

To: patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us; dean.e.sidelinger@dhsoha.state.or.us; Charles.boyle@oregon.gov; StateBoard
Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE; mayorwheeler@portlandoregon.gov; Nik.Blosser@oregon.gov;
sen.fredairod@state.or.us; sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Wagner;
sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; SEN Fagan; sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us; REP Lewis; REP Neron;
rep.jeffreardon@state.or.us; REP Bynum; REP Williams; REP Bonham; elizabeth.merah@oregon.gov;
nikki.fisher@oregon.gov

Subject: ALLOW SCHOOLS TO DECIDE FOR THEMSELVES WHEN TO OFFER IN PERSON TEACHING

Date: Friday, November 13, 2020 8:06:45 PM

ED300: www.ed300.org

You are getting these emails verbatim from MANY parents because we CARE about our children and
ALL THE OTHER CHILDREN IN THIS STATE.
Please LISTEN and ACT.

Andrea

OREGON FAMILY GROUPS FORM STATEWIDE COALITION, SEEK PROMPT IN-
PERSON REOPENING OF SCHOOLS
Family groups call for prioritizing in-person K-12 options by January 6, 2021

A coalition of parent groups across Oregon have united under a single umbrella organization, ED300. We
are calling on appointed and elected leaders to remove statewide barriers to in-person learning by
January 6th.

The announcement on Monday by the leaders of multiple grassroots organizations represents the first
joint effort by tens of thousands of parents from Portland to southern and eastern Oregon. January 6th

marks the 300t day since the vast majority of Oregon’s approximately 600,000 students set foot in a
classroom.

Parents began organizing in September to advocate on behalf of students as we witnessed learning
losses, technology failures, repercussions of no school-based activities, accessibility issues for students
with disabilities, and significant mental and emotional health challenges for too many students.

“We call on Governor Brown to remove the state’s barriers, and ask superintendents, school boards and
lawmakers to engage parent groups such as ED300 to implement a safe and prompt return to in-person
learning and co-curricular activities for those who choose,” said Rene Gonzalez, a parent of three school-
aged children and spokesperson for ED 300 and Opening PDX Schools.

“The learning losses attributable to remote education are not recoverable for many students with
learning challenges,” said Jennifer Dale, spokesperson for Clack to School and parent of three school-
aged children, including a daughter receiving special education services.

We are asking the Governor and the Oregon Department of Education to:

e Immediately prioritize reopening Oregon schools so that all students have an option
for in person-learning by January 6th, 2021.

» Data from numerous states and countries show schools are not significant sources of
spread.
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» OR'’s recent uptick in cases is not due to schools and data do not support that open
schools worsen existing spikes driven by other sources (workplaces and in the
community).

» The mental, social, and educational impacts on children and reduced ability of parents
to work is now a crisis that must be addressed.

» Renowned public health expert Dr. Ashish K. Jha: “Schools need to be bolder about
returning to the classroom...There are other things that are far more high risk that we're
leaving open while being remote in schools, and that doesn’'t make any sense.... [T]he
idea that schools should be the first casualty, before casinos, bars, and restaurants, in
my mind defies logic.” https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/11/03/schools-need-to-
be-bolder-about-reopening.html

e Remove statewide mandates and county-level metrics and replace them with
guidelines that will allow for tailored community-level approaches.

» We are out of alignment with 42 other states that have guidelines rather than
mandates. Oregon’s overly blunt mandates are prolonging closures and harming every
age student, from early learners to high school students who need support in their
journeys to higher education.

e Collaborate with parents to track and share outcome data related to distance learning.

» School districts must be transparent about reporting enroliment data, student
engagement information, grading outcomes and attendance in order to allow parents to
make informed decisions about in-person versus remote options.

e Discuss the impact of the looming expiration of the FFCRA (employer paid leave) on

December 315t
» Schools will likely reopen in hybrid models. Families must understand how state
lawmakers will support Oregon’s families and parents.

Andrea Jones
503.957.4392 mobile

andrea.sieg.jones@gmail.com
BEEER
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From: Andrea Timm

To: StateBoard Public Email

Subject: Schools

Date: Monday, October 19, 2020 9:47:41 AM
Hello,

My name is Andrea Timm. | live in Bend, Oregon and both my children are a part of the Bend
Lapine School District. I am writing to you in a plea to open the schools back up. | have been
with my children every day through this distance learning and now can say without a

doubt that I am watching my children deteriorate. After only a few weeks of this, we have
already begun to experience emotional problems. My 3rd grade daughter out of the blue told
me that she hates school. A 3rd grader should never utter those words. | consider our family
lucky because | am able to be home with them to guide them through this experience, but
despite that fact, she hates it. I can tell you that there are many other children feeling the same
way.

Apart from the emotional health of my own children, I can't stop thinking about all of the
other children in this state that do not have the same resources. | have a family member that is
an educational assistant for a kindergarten class in another school district. She has told me that
there are several children that she's online everyday that don't have any adult supervision
whatsoever. Their only supervision is their 2nd or 3rd grade sibling. How could you possibly
justify ruining the lives of hundreds of thousands of children this way? There are several
studies that have come out stating not only is this virus less deadly for children than flu but
also how keeping children out of school will severely impact their well being. They also state
that school openings have not resulted in an increase of deadly cases or outbreaks. | would
source all of them for you, but I can guarantee that you have seen them all, and are choosing to
ignore them. | know based on replies people have received from you that are people urging for
schools to remain closed. | want to know if any of these people are the pediatricians or
scientists that have all said schools should not be closed; or are they simply choosing to ignore
the science.

I also don't understand how in a world where we are acutely aware of the gap between the
wealthy and those without that you can continue to ignore what this is doing to children who
are minorities and children that come from poor families. You know full well that they are
being completely left behind with CDL with little chance of catching up. Aside from being left
behind in their education, more children are now being exposed to increased child abuse,
starvation, and who even knows what else. We have made some amazing strides with the

BLM movement, but it will mean nothing if these children are not receiving the education they
deserve. This current situation is only slightly doable for familes with money that can afford to
stay home, or to pay for tutors. You believe that you are choosing to ignore them

Finally, basing opening on these current matrics makes no sense to me. Bars, restaurants,
gyms, movie theaters, strip clubs, can all be open, but schools can't? Why is that? The people
that continue to gather together don't care, and will continue to not care if schools are open or
not. The 21 year olds don't care that my children can't go to school. All that they care about is
seeing their friends, and going out, and they aren't going to suddenly stop doing that because
they are asked to for the good of the school children. Again, studies have shown that opening
schools does not significantly increase deaths in a community.

Again, | urge you please stop punishing our children in this way. Please take the burden of
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covid off of them. | know you have the ability to fight our governor on this matter. She is not
our State's Dictator.

Andrea Timm
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From: Anna Bar

To: dean.e.sidelinger@dhsoha.state.or.us; patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us; StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt -
ODE; mayorwheeler@portlandoregon.gov; sen.fredgirod@state.or.us; sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us;
sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Waaner; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; SEN Fagan;
sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us; sen.CliffBentz@oregonlegislature.gov; REP Lewis; REP Neron;

rep.jeffreardon@state.or.us; REP Bynum; REP Williams; REP Bonham; elizabeth.merah@oregon.gov;
nikki.fisher@oregon.gov; Charles.boyle@oregon.gov; kate.brown@oregon.gov

Subject: Open our schools!

Date: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 9:33:35 PM

Dear Gov. Kate Brown and School Board, OHA, and Commissioners, PPS superintendents,

We applaud your work to keep Oregon safe, however we would like to add to the voices for
opening schools. The new scientific evidence as well as data coming in from all over the
country shows the safety and necessity of opening schools. The suicide rate is up, kids are
struggling, parents are struggling, and you are opening BOWLING ALLEYS and every
special interest that knocks. Here is another special interest: The interest of our future
generation.

In no way is it ideal for a child to sit staring at a screen for 5+ hours per day. | have been to
NYC (Brooklyn) in September where life is going on as usual. People all wear masks at all
times. Kindergarteners wear masks like champions. 1’m tired of hearing the excuse that kids
don’t know how to social distance- YOU TEACH THEM!

Physicians from all over the country are sending their kids back to school because they know
the BENEFIT OUTWEIGHS THE RISK, and this principle is how you make decisions in
society. Below are some of the comments from my Physician’s COVID group on
facebook: (And these are just the latest ones of HUNDREDS of comments in this
regard):

We have been in school since August. K through 12 masks full-time. We have had no
confirmed school spread. Initially we were sending home close contacts but out of everyone
that was sent home for 14 days none of them turned positive. Now the close contacts stay as
long as everyone is 100% masked which is our school policy. My kids report they get in
trouble if they don’t have their masks on. We have sporting events with limited attendance.
Masks are required for all spectators. Even on the volleyball bench the reserves remain
masked as do coaches. As a state our positivity rate is terrible.. The spread that has been
confirmed is related to non-school sanctioned events.

My 7th and 5th graders have been back full time since the beginning of the school year. So far
we have not had reported cases in the elementary or high school. My son plays football and
my daughter does gymnastics 5 days a week. | am doubtful this is going to last as our rates are
starting to climb but my children do much better in person rather than online. My husband and
i work full time and we just cant stay at home.

90


mailto:annabarmd@mac.com
mailto:dean.e.sidelinger@dhsoha.state.or.us
mailto:patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us
mailto:StateBoard.PublicEmail@ode.state.or.us
mailto:colt.gill@ode.state.or.us
mailto:colt.gill@ode.state.or.us
mailto:mayorwheeler@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:sen.fredgirod@state.or.us
mailto:sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us
mailto:sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us
mailto:Sen.RobWagner@OregonLegislature.gov
mailto:sen.alanolsen@state.or.us
mailto:Sen.KathleenTaylor@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Sen.ShemiaFagan@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us
mailto:sen.CliffBentz@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.RickLewis@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.CourtneyNeron@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:rep.margaretdoherty@state.or.us
mailto:Rep.RachelPrusak@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.AndreaSalinas@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.ChristineDrazan@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.MarkMeek@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.KarinPower@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:rep.jeffreardon@state.or.us
mailto:Rep.JanelleBynum@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.AnnaWilliams@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:Rep.DanielBonham@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:elizabeth.merah@oregon.gov
mailto:nikki.fisher@oregon.gov
mailto:Charles.boyle@oregon.gov
mailto:kate.brown@oregon.gov

I’m in IA. Full time school since late august. Masks all day except lunch. A few cases since
the start but supposedly none traced to in school transmission. Currently 13% positivity in
community and hospitals pretty full the last 3 weeks

I’m in WI with 20% positive rates and so far no in school spread. K-8 full time since early sept
masks aside from snack, lunch, recess and cohorts in the classroom

I’m in Texas, in our school district, kids under age 10 aren’t required to wear masks in
classrooms, this has been my biggest deterrent in sending my 7 yr old back to school. I’m
curious to hear that no masks are required in cohorts in the classroom for your schools yet
there haven’t been spread.

No we are just in cohorts in the classroom to lessen who might be quarantined if exposed, but
masks are required. Are the kids perfect at masking ? No. (I know because our second grade
teacher does a lot of pictures) But my kids are great at it and have the happy masks which
have great filtration so with that and low risk of kids having complications from covid and
likely my kids would only be exposed to a “low dose” at school by using their masks. It makes
me more comfortable. 4K-8th all have same mask requirements. No medics exemption for
asthma. Only special needs kids get exemptions

We are in MI and in school full time and going well so far. | definitely see kids” mental health
improving since being back. I was seeing some struggling teens and having the routine and
social interactions seems to be having a positive effect.

Both kids in elementary, full time, masked.

They have created bubbles of 10 kids- they can do socially distanced In class activities with
kids in that bubble only. They do not dome in contact with any other kids in their or any other
class.

They remain in their classrooms for lunch. Playground structure are closed but they can Get
some fresh air in open football field for PE/ recess

No parents/ visitors or contractor allowed on campus during school days

Cafeteria is closed- home food only

Texas- we have been in school full time since mid August... 100% masked prek3-8th. No
cases.

Elementary is full time and fully masked and socially distanced of 3 feet. Lunch and outdoor
recess are unmasked. It is going really well for my 1st grader. (School started a week late on
August 17th). No cases linked to being spread at the schools. Most cases are high school
related and again not spread in the school. Middle and high school are hybrid model and
socially distanced is 6 feet.

Also in WI w high rates right now, but our k-8 (ﬁ'ds are doing well. High schools not doing as



well, but i can’t help but think they’re spreading it after school hours.

Definitely in person learning. Virtually was a disaster for us (1st and 4th graders). Have been
in school since Aug 10 (NE suburb of Orlando,FL) and have not had a single closure all year!!
Had first field trip to St. Augustine yesterday and it was wonderful!

Kids are doing great, much better than virtual.

We have been back 5 days a week since mid august at our private school and my kids r
thriving. My friends whose kids r in public school 2 days a week r struggling, hate it,
depressed. It’s a wise investment during this time period

we have XXXX in private school. Which we never anticipated private school but they have
been full school since August and have been successful with keep kids safe. They allowed us
to do virtual for the first 4 weeks but most students went back on time. We are blessed that the
school is honest they do alert the class/pod that has a positive or suspected case and that pods
is quarantined. They spray the playgrounds each day. They have sanitizer and handwriting all
over. The children wear mask and during gnome activities they have on a visor. The desk are
separated. They still have rug time and they read in small groups. The only down part is that
her private school is not diverse. And when a student gets covid or class has to quarantine
them they do virtual learning. And its just 2.5 hours of actual screen time each day. She is 6 in
the first grade. We are understand school can close at anytime

We feel so blessed to have our kids in Private schools, all day, every day, in-person. The
option to attend every class live online, if sick, so you don’t fall behind, has been a blessing.
Everyone masked full time. All desks spaced out, recess outside, lunch with restrictions. K-8
building has about 450 kids, open since 8/31, only 2 cases. People stay home if sick because of
the live, virtual option and they don’t build up make-up work. High school has more like 1000
kids, plus sports, and only 12 cases since 8/31. My pediatrician take-home has been that if you
can get a safety plan in place that people are honest about and follow and which doesn’t
punish you for staying home sick, it’s good to be in school. I’ve been pleasantly surprised at
the capability to accomplish this.

We struggled with this decision over the summer and ended up putting our first grader in
private school full time in person. It has been wonderful for him and he is learning tons. | now
feel he may have to stay there for the rest of elementary because he will likely be far ahead of
his public school peers who are only in school 2 days a week. He also needs the social
interaction. | can’t imagine him home full time.

My almost 9 year old attends in person 5 days a week since mid-August at her Catholic school
and we are very impressed. The school has a COVID board who met for several months prior
to opening and are following the Dept of Health recommendations closely. Temps are
checked, everyone is masked, parents not allowed into school except by appt, etc. They
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offered this track or a robust distance learning track. There have been a few cases (not in her
class), and when kids stay home, they flex to the distance learning track, then back to the
classroom once the quarantine time is done. Our daughter has also been pleased with this plan,
and that says a lot (she’s like a mini-Fauci). Twin Cities, MN

My kids have been going to in person school since August, catholic, had a 10 day quarantine
for both because one had fever. Had a total of 4 cases of covid in 500 person school. Only that
class quarantined for 14 days. The rest of the school stays open.

Mine are young 4 and 6 and in person school is critical at this age for us.

We are in private —I am very impressed how smoothly it has gone so far. Lots of thought
went into mitigation strategies by the school and it has paid off.

WE have had months to prepare, buy HEPA filters (Ask parents to donate), buy masks
for teachers, open windows, plan cohorts, and get our kids back. Nothing is happening in
Oregon except special interests get what they want. My kids are playing soccer and
indoor volleyball- how is that different from attending school? Multiple studes show that
schools don’t drive spikes.

Here is a letter we got from the school board, | wish to address a few points in BOLD:

Thank you for your thoughtful email to the State Board of Education. Your comments will be
included in Public Comments for the November 19, 2020 State Board of Education meeting.
You may access meeting materials here.SBE Meeting BoardBook.While this is not an Oregon
State Board of Education decision (there are multiple entities who are revisiting the school
metrics before decisions are jointly made), the State Board of Education has received a large
volume of public comments regarding Oregon’s current metrics and experiences with
comprehensive distance learning due to the COVID-19 pandemic.Some messages received are
from parents struggling as they attempt to provide guidance to their child while maintaining
employment, or seeing their child’s frustration due to technology or curriculum challenges.
Many comments express concern about the impact on black, indigenous, Latino/a/x, special
education students and students experiencing houselessness. We have heard from teachers
who see and understand the challenges their students are facing.We have heard a number of
concerns expressed by students as to why their family can go to a restaurant where others
gather, observe safe distance, sanitation and mask wearing, though students currently cannot
gather at school under those same precautions.We have also heard from parents, and teachers
alike, asking that the metrics continue to be maintained until Oregon sees stability in the
COVID-19 case rates and in-person instruction is determined to be safe for students, teachers,
and staff.We cannot ignore this pandemic is still very much a reality. COVID-19 infection

rates are on the rise again across Oregon. In the first week of October, we experienced our
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highest daily case count. Today, there are 360 cases among children age 0 — 9, and 800 cases
among children age 10 — 19.
This is a pandemic. There will be cases. Currently the mortality rate for school age
children is less than that of the flu. [39 deaths in age 5-14, pop 41 million] (cdc.gov) We
cannot prevent every case of this virus by closing schools indefinitely. The first clinical
trials of the vaccine just started! It takes a year at least to analyze all the data!
We have had to implement quarantines in some schools due to positive COVID-19 cases.
These quarantines cause instability in education models and force parents to find childcare for
children who may have been exposed to COVID-19, often times with little notice.We cannot
ignore that “Children aged <10 years can transmit SARS-CoV-2 in school settings, but less is
known about COVID-19 incidence, characteristics, and health outcomes among school-aged
children (aged 5-17 years) with COVID-19.” They do very well. See CDC website. Most
of the transmission is happening with outside activities.
To ignore the evidence of transmission rates of COVID-19 in schools in other parts of the
country, where there has been widespread reopening, is to put the safety and health of
students, teachers, staff and their families at risk. Most of the country is opening schools
because they recognize the risk:benefit ratio for opening schools is favorable to opening.
Texas and NY doesn’t have a secret agenda to Kill all students and teachers.
We cannot ignore that in-person learning means - unlike restaurants, grocery stores or similar
businesses - groups of students, from different households, gathering in close proximity for
long periods of time. You can make smaller spaced out groups like other states. Where is
your innovation? You have had MONTHS to work on this! Excuses are in abundance.
Where is your THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX?
We follow the impacts of COVID-19 closely alongside the Oregon Health Authority, which
provides advice and expertise on when and how it is safe to be in-person in schools. What
qualifies the Oregon to make the strictest metrics in the US and apply them to all
schools?
The State Board supports continuation of Oregon’s metrics, which align with CDC metrics
issued in mid-September.Only four states have ordered all schools to provide in-person
instruction. Forty-Six states offer metric requirements or guidance, as does Oregon. Oregon
has the fourth lowest COVID-19 case rate per million in the nation with 8,660. Only Oregon
schools are completely shuttered. Oregon has the 4th lowest case rate and the lowest
percentage of kids in school. The daycares have been open since March!
Together, we can continue to reduce case rates by consistently wearing face coverings,
maintaining physical distance, implementing strong personal hygiene and disinfecting spaces,
and avoiding gathering with people with whom you do not live. These measures will reduce
community spread and help us to open schools to in-person instruction with stability. This is a
GIVEN. Make a universal mask mandate and get back to work and school! Doctors
have been working this entire pandemic, as have nurses, bus drivers, restaurant workers,
grocery workers, and people who clean COVID hospital rooms.
This is a very challenging situation........... Thank you, again, for taking the time to share your
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comments with us.Oregon achieves . . . together!Lisa Pinheirolnterim Board
AdministratorPronouns: she/herState Board of Education

Please, start planning to open schools immediately.
Sincerely,

Dr. Anna Bar

Rene Gonzalez, JD
Dr. Jill Betterton

Dan Welch

Dr. Sandra Krussel
Leslie Bienen

Dr. Arian Nachat
Justin Wier

Dr. Kathleen Oldread
Dr. Michelle DeGeest
David Mosen, PhD MPH
Dr. Kellie Schenk

Dr. Robin Grattan

Dr. Heather Hansen
Samantha Miller
Johnny Blecher
Tricia Elliott

Kim McGair

Jane Perlas

Kelly Tilden

Laurie Keenan

Amy Berger, RN
Ashley La Berge
Melanie Chadderdon
Michele Javernick
Melissa Ozmore, RN, BSN-BC

Sources:
Science and L arge-Scale Data Collection Support Safe Return to Schools

We now know much more about COVID spread and transmissibility in children than we did
even in the summer of 2020. Multiple scientific studies and large-scale data collections of
reopened schools have concluded that not only are children of little risk in becoming seriously
ill with the virus, but they are also not transmission vectors, either to other children or to
adults. World-wide, scientists, doctors, health eS;(&erts, and epidemiologists now agree that



closing schools indiscriminately is not the solution, instead strongly urging schools to reopen:

COVID-19 in schools DASHBOARD

https://statsig.col.qualtrics.com/public-dashboard/v0/dashboard/5f62eaee4451ae001535¢839?
fbclid=IwAR2L snrMP2kp-mXM0o9SR4c46kOGRI3Pg-8e60cRCUL 2XVNX7k116y-

7dG04+#/dashboard/5f62eaee4451ae001535¢839?pageld=Page_lac6abbc-92b6-423e-9f7a-
259218648318

https://www.wsj.com/articles/end-the-school-shutdown-11603235888?fbclid=IwAR3-
vTLfwvu osDyGtbOIMthiUMg9BG-9UjKZdM8ILWTCgP_jA4ttigeync

https://www.opb.org/article/2020/10/21/are-the-risks-of-reopening-schools-exaggerated/?
fbclid=IwAR08pKfwdKJqd5atkS4Y8U2wISK-fHUBDptKDcC8uUCLy7v0Ox3b1BOV_irw

Fantastic round up of the current evidence. From Univ of wash.

https://depts.washington.edu/pandemicalliance/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/COVID-19-Schools-Summary 2020 _10_19.pdf?
mkt_tok=eyJpljoiTjJKaFIUVTRObUUQTXpndylsinQiOiJpb2Q5MO0h5MHIXZTIkTO0ZRVmd
kejVGSWi5blwvWFEJkaFIY OWF6dOXNdFVNWTI4cVdzZnVIVnB4aUg3TDIrWHFyaOozUF
ZTYnpzd28xUWJQajNGM0ZMYmMRNTG0zbUwyd2U2WnRmUjZuMHNFYTRsMQOVCdDB
VM2hSZOwW3UEFMRHEYNDkifQ%3D%3D&fhclid=IwAR3zULrclaZQOIf Xlgd umQefKx
L5xf-L.40n_fUi9IXnHu6mezsUZtaCEQ

Comparison of different states opening metrics

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-schools-reopening/?
fbclid=IwAR06Kp_ihb0 a6zTGN3sdO_pOxUNrHoJM69gzCk-zP8a 9BOAV6aqGJ1I7]

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/back-to-school-many-large-districts-are-opening-their-
doors-again/ar-BBlaaZlY?
li=BBnb7Kz&fbclid=IwAR3n9ug5pQRKsfcH xZAntn5exbhd10fImlvo_ZGokNV8uxc9xzI2
qim500

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/10/is-the-slow-approach-to-reopening-schools-
failing-kids/

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/opinion/pandemic-pods-schools.html?
fbclid=IwAR35muaKRnIDyHy2paOjplDm5Udp0Kp4rQgDbZ3L hAzcvQ5iFRfnNpgJtTc

New segregation: pandemic pods

Opinion | What Parents Need to Know About School Coronavirus Case Data

Forget Zoom Kindergarten. Put kids Back in School (Vanity Fair).

https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2020/09/forget-zoom-kindergarten-put-kids-back-in-school?

fbclid=IWwAROjgMLXx_O1wGoavBHqcPPIwWIKoCZD1KbhZDX4sABCOW77GI9R_WI1XNB7
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NPR. 'The Big Experiment': Alaska School District Returns To Classrooms https://www.npr.org/2020/10/10/921699487/the-
big-experiment-alaska-school-district-returns-to-classrooms

WHO Backflips on Virus Stance by Condemning Lockdowns, October 12, 2020, at:
https://www.news.com.au/.../f2188f2aebff1b7b291b297731c3da74

Major policy change from World Health Organization, now stating that lockdowns do more
harm than good

Health Experts Join Global Anti-Lockdown Movement, BBC News, October 7, 2020, at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-54442386...

Schools Aren’t Super-Spreaders, The Atlantic, October 9, 2020, at:
https://www.theatlantic.com/.../schools-arent.../616669/

Relying on data collected from 200,000 students in 47 states, showing that infection rate
is 0.13 percent among students and 0.24 percent among staff.

Even in high-risk areas of the country, the student rates were well under 0.5%.

The New York City Schools That Didn’t Close, New Yorker, September 24, 2020, at:
https://www.newyorker.com/.../the-new-york-city-schools...

Discussing how NYC’s very large emergency childcare program (ages 5-11), running
from April — August 2020 in schools, had virtually no COVID spread

Reopening Primary Schools During the Pandemic, September 3, 2020, at:
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMms2024920...

Finding that children’s susceptibility and infectiousness is very low in the school
setting, and strongly encouraging safe reopening of schools (children 5-12).

Age-dependent effects in the transmission and control of COVID-19 epidemics, Nature, June
16, 2020, at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-0962-9

Peer-reviewed study finding that interventions aimed at children (i.e., school closures)
have a relatively small impact on reducing SARS-CoV-2 transmission

In contrast, the injuries imposed on continued school lockdown for children are immense.

These traumas include increased danger of abuse and neglect for at-risk children; hunger and
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food insecurity; plummeting attendance from low-income children; toxic stress caused by
remote schooling; failure to meet mandatory IEP plans for children with special education
needs; lack of appropriate schooling for children with disabilities; and skyrocketing suicide
rates and mental health issues for children and teens. Long-term school closures are simply
disastrous for children:

Remote Schooling is Putting Kids Under Toxic Stress, Wash. Post, Oct. 10, 2020, at:

https://www.washingtonpost.com/.../remote-school.../...

Describing the tremendous suffering of pediatric patients nationwide who are struggling
with remote schooling options, and the mental health strain this imposes on both
children and parents.

Also noting that children most affected by school closures are disproportionately low-
income students of color.

Child Abuse and Neglect Cases Up Nearly 80% Amid Coronavirus, KUSI San Diego, October
2, 2020, at: https://www.kusi.com/child-abuse-and-neglect-cases-up.../

Highlighting skyrocketing cases of child abuse and neglect now that schools are closed
for the long term.

New Findings on Children’s Mental Health During COVID-19, Psychiatric Times, Oct. 7,
2020, at: https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/.../new-findings...

Very high worldwide rates of depression and anxiety among children and teens who are
unable to return to school

As School Returns, Kids with Special Needs Are Left Behind,NY Times, Sept. 16, 2020, at:
https://www.nytimes.com/.../school-reopening-special...

Highlighting how disabled and special needs children have been completely left behind
by CDL, and how little has been done to remediate this, despite clear FAPE and IDEA
violations

Enrollment for School is Dropping Around the Country, NPR, October 9, 2020, at:

https://www.npr.org/.../enrollment-is-dropping-in-public...
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Describing how the failure of lower-income children to attend primary school will
strongly exacerbate existing inequalities

99



From: Barbara Fronczak

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Please Get Our Students Back To In Person Classes ASAP!
Date: Thursday, October 29, 2020 9:17:50 PM

Dear Oregon Department of Education:

| am writing you today to ask you to please move forward in getting our children back to in person
classes as soon as possible. They desperately need it for their physical and mental well-being. My
daughter is a sophomore at Tualatin High School. | have a son who just entered college at Florida
State University. He was a senior at Tualatin last year.

My daughter is each day participating in online learning. She is making the best of it and is
committed to her studies. She is on zoom calls sitting at her desk all day that at one point she was
complaining of back pains so | went out to buy her a good support office chair. She is lacking the
social interaction so badly needed, the in person classes to help better understand the subject plus
just exercise from walking from class to class and lunch time with friends. | insist that she goes and
exercise each night by running (She now runs up to 4 to 7 miles a day to eliminate the stress of the
day). | also make her arrange something with her friends each week. | do see how she is becoming a
recluse because of the situation and | am the one who is suggesting the small gatherings with friends
and this child is normally a very social child. Everything else is open here so schools must begin as
well. | can spend hours exposed to many people shopping at malls or stores or eating in restaurants
with no restrictions on time spent at each location. | am sure there is a safe way for our kids to get
back to school.

OCAA finally approved my daughter’s sideline cheer practices (no contact) and the TTSD approved it
as well so thank goodness practice begins this week. We are just hoping and praying that basketball
and football season can start so they have someone to cheer for. These sports are the highlights of
the children’s week and they must continue. They need this outlet to properly function. Please see
this through so that our children can have these much needed activities for their physical and mental
well-being.

It makes no sense that U of O and OSU can participate in football so the high schools should be able
as well. You are sending mixed messages by doing so. That is unfair to our children when they see it
happening at the college level. They wonder why are they being punished?

On the other hand as stated my son goes to college in Florida. | am 61 years old and | have traveled
there 8 hours on a plane sitting right next to a stranger to get him there with getting no COVID. |
traveled all over the city and college getting no COVID. Of course, | took the necessary safety
precautions. Most of Florida is now open with all bars and restaurants as well. My son has
frequented many of them having large numbers of people in attendance and him getting no COVID.
He went to a FSU college football game and got no COVID. He has been tested several times with
negative results. He is taking the necessary precautions so he is fine. His friends who got it had very
mild symptoms and recovered quickly.

| have watched Florida’s public elementary and high schools very closely. In Florida, starting in
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August most of schools have been opened 5 days a week along with their sport programs. There
have been very few cases or spikes showing that they have been able to open schools safely and
successfully. My good friend in Miami, one of the hot spots in the country, told me that her high
school daughter just started going to public school this week for 5 days a week, the last county to
open. How is Florida able to do this but not Oregon when we have far lower number of cases,
hospitalizations and deaths than Florida?!? There is no logical explanation for this.

The metrics set for Oregon are not reasonable! It is like your goal is to never have the children go
back to school with these unrealistic numbers. Both Washington and California have lower metrics
and they had more cases!! They both have some students at schools as well. Why is Oregon
stopping our children dead in their tracks. They will lose out!

| know you are aware that so many other states have their schools open as well as their sport
programs. They have figured out a way to do it safely and successfully. Both Maryland and
Colorado just recently reversed their decision to allow athletes to play. Other college football
leagues have now reversed their decisions to play.

| worry about my high school daughter as | feel she will NOT be prepared or be accepted to a high
ranking college because of this on line learning. | know with my son how competitive it is to get into

a high ranking college. FSU is ranked 181 in the country. Over 60,000 students applied and only
6,000 got accepted. That is how competitive it is! | have signed up my daughter to be part of the 2
day in person hybrid through TTSD school district which we are hoping will begin around the first
week of November. Can we at least try that to begin with? It would be a start.

Sports need to start and continue. Athletes are leaving and moving to other states that allow their
sports. Look at the extremes people are taking so their children can play sports and go to in person
school. They see how important it is to their children. Many children in Oregon are doing club sports
since schools earlier were not allowing them. This is not fair to the underprivileged who cant afford
these costly club activities. The public school system is all about inclusion and by schools not
allowing sports is excluding underprivileged kids from not participating. Then on the other hand
these kids who are participating in club sports, you are NOT hearing reports of spikes in positive
cases so kids are able to play safely with the necessary precautions.

| have seriously thought of moving my daughter to Florida. Why should | have to leave Oregon to
have my child get the best education and to be able to participate in sports. Our athletes who stay
are missing out on scholarships as well. All of this is detrimental to our children. Does Oregon want
that to happen? You have the power to make a change and a difference in our children’s lives.
Please make it happen for their sake.

Sincerely,

Barbara Fronczak
11014 SW Annand Hill Court
Tigard, OR 97224

503-381-3901
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From: elisabeth melner

To: HOWARD Kimberly - STBD
Subject: PLEASE CHANGE THE METRICS FOR OPENING SCHOOLS!!!
Date: Friday, October 23, 2020 10:56:52 AM

Good morning,

I'm writing to plead and beg that the Dept. of Education and Governor Brown revise the
metrics so that our kids will be able to attend in-person learning. | live in Deschutes County
where we had very few deaths and small case counts. However, based on the unattainable
metrics that were set in August, our district, Bend Lapine, is not able to open in classroom
learning. | believe that our metrics are some of the strictest in the country. In the meantime,
our children and families are suffering. | know for a fact, that I'm not alone in our community
of Bend.

| have five bi-racial children and also work full time. My children have always had to work a
little harder to maintain their grades but being that we as a family value education, they have
never backed down, until now. I'm seeing them lose interest, give up and become increasingly
isolated and depressed. It is BREAKING MY HEART! The socioeconomic gap, which was already
there, is, unfortunately, spreading even more rapidly now. I'm afraid these kids, who were
already at a disadvantage, including my own, will never catch up if we continue the distance
learning. Those families with financial means are merely turning to private schools, tutors,
and paid learning pods to keep their kids. This isn't an option for our family. | can't help but
think that there may also be politics at play given it is an election year which makes this an
even tougher pill to swallow.

Maybe this email will be lost in the shuffle or fall on deaf ears but | have to do something.
Sitting here, waiting and watching my children suffer is not something | can do.

PLEASE OPEN UP IN PERSON LEARNING!!!

Beth Melner (full time working mom to five kids)
541-907-6035

103


mailto:elisabethmelner@hotmail.com
mailto:Kimberly.Howard@ode.state.or.us

From: Bethany Muhr

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Comments for state board meeting
Date: Saturday, November 7, 2020 10:47:04 PM

As a middle school teacher here in Oregon, | ask for the sake of our communities that you
listen to the science on covid.

Around the country, we have already lost students and teachers to this virus. Who knows
how many more face long term repercussions.

These deaths are preventable. Please consider carefully before putting our children, teachers,
and families in harm's way.

Fall and winter put us indoors and at greater risk of spreading this virus at a rapid pace. Many
of our school buildings have old and ill equipped HVAC systems. The elementary classrooms
in my district don't even have windows that open to allow more ventilation that way.

We surveyed our staff in September and found that over 50% are themselves susceptible or
have household members that are especially susceptible based on risk factors posted by the
CDC (diabetes, age, asthma, etc).

And so again, | ask that we listen to the science on how to best keep everyone safe from this
preventable harm.

Bethany Muhr
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From: brandi wachs

To: GILL Colt - ODE; StateBoard Public Email
Subject: It is time for Oregon to move forward with Kids back in the Classroom
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 2:32:02 PM

Dear Mr. Gill and the Board of Education,

I am frustrated and angry that Oregon is not prioritizing in-person learning for our children.
There is enough data coming in that shows that it IS possible to get students back in the
classroom safely, and that it is VERY important to do so in order to end the damage being
created by isolating children at home. It may have made sense in the beginning when little was
known about the virus and how to protect ourselves to keep children at home, but now it is
obvious that Distance Learning is NOT an adequate substitute and our children are suffering
unnecessarily.

The current metrics are ridiculously strict and make no sense across the state. If cases increase
on a college campus in Eugene, that should not affect my children in Beaverton. Similarly
with a workplace, prison, or nursing home outbreak. Please start using common sense and
recent data to find a safe solution for students to get back into the classroom as soon as
possible. The hybrid model was already developed and organized by many (most?) districts so
they are ready to go as soon as you will let them. I know it's not easy, but leaders across the
country have recognized that it's worth the effort - it's time for Oregon to do the same.

When officials address the topic of getting kids back in the building, | hear "cases are rising!"
and there are "outbreaks at schools that have opened!" and "we have to keep the schools
closed to keep everyone safel”. These statements are packed with threats and fear but are not
packed with detail and information, therefore, they are no longer valid reasons to justify the
school closures.

The term ‘outbreak’ doesn't explain what is really happening - what percent of cases in a
population is considered an outbreak? Did the students or staff in a school contract COVID-19
from someone in the school or was it from their family/community? Were the safety measures
followed? These are important details.

In terms of "cases are rising", it is important to note WHERE the cases are rising and does that
really make a difference in communities miles and miles apart? Again, if the prison in
Umatilla has an increase in COVID-19 cases, why should that affect my kids in Beaverton?

The message that "keeping schools closed keeps everyone safe™ puts way too much reliance
on our children as the only tool for slowing the spread of COVID-19. Schools in fact are NOT
the primary way that COVID-19 could spread and that is evidenced by the Brown University
study. Keeping kids out of school comes at too high of a cost anyway.

PLEASE stand up for the children you are meant to serve. It is becoming cruel what Oregon is
doing to its young people and it no longer makes sense.

Thank you for listening,

Brandi Wachs
Parent to daughters in high school in Beaverton
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Brandi Wachs
cell: 503-475-6169
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From: Brandon Kearney

To: HOWARD Kimberly - STBD; MARTINEZ-ZAPATA Guadalupe - STBRD; WHEELER Bridgett - STBRD; COLONNA
Jerome - STBRD; SCURLOCK Jennifer - STBRD; VELIZ Anthony - STBRD; SIEGEL Marc - ODE; ODE Frontdesk;
meqa.boyd@state.or.us; jenni.knaus@state.or.us; caroline.skidmore@schoolboard.bend.k12.or.us;
Julie.Craig@schoolboard.bend.k12.or.us; Shimiko.Montgomery@schoolboard.bend.k12.or.us;
Stuart.Young@schoolboard.bend.k12.or.us; Amy.Tatom@schoolboard.bend.k12.or.us;
Melissa.BarnesDholakia@schoolboard.bend.k12.or.us; Carrie.Douglass@schoolboard.bend.k12.or.us; BROWN
Governor

Cc: colt.gill@state.or.us
Subject: Home School Update- 10/26/20
Date: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 1:51:04 PM

Hello Everyone,

I just thought I would write a quick note to let you know that my normally outgoing and bright
8 year old (Desert Sky Montessori) 2nd Grade, just had another breakdown emotional/crying
fit while we were going over her Spelling work for the week.

This is one of the many times we have had to take a large break and discuss why she isn’t able
to attend school. I am having a very hard time continuing to explain to her why that is...

It has been shown in numerous scientific studies that especially kids in grades K-3rd pose very
little, if any risk of attending in person school.

When are you (our elected officials) going to do something about this? The long term effects
on our future leaders of tomorrow is only getting more and more detrimental.

It breaks my heart to see my oldest child losing her love of learning day by day (believe me, |
am trying my best).

I am fortunate enough to be able to spend the time with her while working myself from home,
but I am aware most cannot afford to do this. If my child is struggling this much, I can only
imagine the amount of other children experiencing numerous other problems associated with
this current plan also.

It is time to come up with a solution (studies and metrics are available) instead of continually
sacrificing future generations for current economic/political gain.

One Very Concerned & Overwhelmed Parent,

Brandon Kearney
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From: Britney
To: SEN Findley; StateBoard Public Email; sen.robwagner@state.or.us; SEN Waagner; sen. chuckthomsen@state or.us
SEN Fagan; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; sen.fredairod@state.or.us; sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us
sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Taylor REP Salinas; REP Drazan REP Meek; REP Power; REP Doherty
rep. |ane|Iebynum@oregonleglslatlre gov; REP Williams; REP Bonham; rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us
colt.gill@state.or.us

Subject: School infection rates low in areas even with high community transmission.
Date: Thursday, October 15, 2020 3:35:32 PM

ODE: please add to November public comment.
The evidence is mounting. We are waiting. When are you going to DO something?

Key takeaway: “On the one hand, community spread clearly matters for schools. This is a
point made early on by Ashish Jha, the dean of the Brown University School of Public Health,
and others, as they linked the risk of opening schools to community spread. The evidence
suggests that we should expect more cases to show up in schools in areas where cases are
higher in the community.

On the other hand, the school rates here are low even in places with high community rates.”

https://www.insider.com/emily-oster-school-infections-low-in-areas-with-rampant-

coronavirus-2020-10?fbclid=IwAR1IWPRtgu8lfoUvg2beV_r3NT85MYIvUM4hi4t5KL1R3-
2aXleprkHsy7Rw
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From: Britney

To: StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE; sen.robwagner@state.or.us; SEN Waaner;
sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us; SEN Fagan; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; sen.fredgirod@state.or.us;
sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; REP Bynum; REP Doherty; REP Salinas;
REP Drazan; REP Meek; REP Power; rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov; REP Williams;
rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us; REP Bonham

Subject: Please tell us at what cost.

Date: Thursday, October 15, 2020 5:58:30 PM

ODE: please add to November meeting

If we are going to keep schools closed, pleasetell us at what cost.

In other words, tell us how many suicides you expect. Tell us how many kids being treated for
anxiety and depression you expect. Tell us how many dropouts you expect. Tell us how many
overdoses you expect. Tell us how many mental health treatment, drug treatment, visits you
expect. Tell us how much unreported abuse you expect.

Be honest about the cost of your inaction on total public health.
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From: Britney

To: StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE
Subject: Unfortunately, minorities don’t often advocate for themselves
Date: Friday, October 16, 2020 9:52:13 AM

For the November meeting.

We heard in yesterday’ s Board meeting saying there was alack of advocacy from the BIPOC
community for getting kids back to school. The insinuation was that they are content with the
status quo.

We challenge that insinuation and assumption. We have many representatives from the
BIPOC community on our various Oregon Facebook, parent-led advocacy pages (more than
appx 7500 members strong now).

We do think it is true, however, that many in this community, which sadly crosses over into
the lower-income category, simply do not have the time or luxury to know HOW and by what
avenues to advocate, let alone have the TIME to sit down and write an email or letter. For
many, English is not even their first language. They are often our front line workers and et
alone having time to advocate, they are merely surviving right now. Many of them are not
even filling out the 2020 census, which will BENEFIT them by an accurate representation.

https://www.kpbs.org/news/2020/jun/19/advocates-worry-blacks-hispanics-falling-behind-ce/

We believe we represent them as well in this effort to get kids back in the classroom, as shown
in the numerous articles we' ve already sent you showing the inequities brought about by our
current policy system.

However, if we are off in this, and the magjority of the BIPOC community would like to
continue with the status quo, that is great! We don’t want to take that away from them or
anyone for whom the CDL model is working.

But, don’t assume it’s working for the rest of us (teachers included), regardless of our
socioeconomic status or color of our skin. And don’t impose a one-size-fits all model on the
masses. We seek CHOICE.
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From: Britney

To: GILL Colt - ODE; StateBoard Public Email; SEN Waaner; sen.robwagner@state.or.us; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us
sen.fredairod@state.or.us; sen. klmthatcher@state or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state. or us; SEN Taylor;
sen.chuckthomsen@state. or us; SEN Fagan; SEN Fmdley SEN Thatcher; REP Prusak; REP Bynum; REP Doherty;
REP Salinas; REP Drazan; REP Meek REP Power; rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov; REP Williams; REP
Bonham; rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us; REP Neron; REP Lewis

Subject: Why aren't dads speaking up?

Date: Friday, October 16, 2020 12:22:04 PM

For November Board meeting.

Y ou asked this in the Board meeting yesterday. The answer is because the burden of our
current system is disproportionally falling on women.

Sure, the dads who are going to work everyday can email and call you. But it is the mothers
(many of whom have had to leave the workforce) who really know what’s going on.

Don't not listen to us because of our gender.

https.//www.marketpl ace.org/2020/10/15/mothers-overwhel mingly-supervise-remote-
learning-poll-finds/?
fbclid=IwAR1adyi6Whbp18sdcOgThV r2zMt4vF35K 7mahDPmFI2ysI8Dr_tBGomPtc98
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From: Britney

To: GILL Colt - ODE; StateBoard Public Email; SEN Waaner; sen.robwagner@state.or.us; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us
sen.fredairod@state.or.us; sen. klmthatcher@state or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state. or us; SEN Taylor;
sen.chuckthomsen@state. or us; SEN Fagan; SEN Fmdley SEN Thatcher; REP Prusak; REP Bynum; REP Doherty;
REP Salinas; REP Drazan; REP Meek REP Power; rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov; REP Williams; REP
Bonham; rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us; REP Neron; REP Lewis

Subject: Did you see this from the mayor of San Francisco today?!

Date: Friday, October 16, 2020 12:45:50 PM

For November Board meeting.
Thisisfrom a Democrat. In aliberal town.

Why are you alowing Oregon to look so bad? Where are your voices?

“I know this isn’t easy, | know there are tough choices to be made, but the School District and the Board of
Education need to do what needs to be done to get our kids back in school.”

https://sfmayor.org/article/statement-mayor-london-breed-school-district-should-focus-public-school-reopening-not
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From: Britney

Sent: Friday, October 16, 2020 12:21:57 PM

To: GILL Colt - ODE <colt.gill@ode.state.or.us>; stateboard.publicemail@ode.state.or.us
<stateboard.publicemail@ode.state.or.us>; Sen Wagner <Sen.RobWagner@Oregonlegislature.gov>;
sen.robwagner@state.or.us <sen.robwagner@state.or.us>; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us
<sen.alanolsen@state.or.us>; sen.fredgirod@state.or.us <sen.fredgirod @state.or.us>;
sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us <sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us>; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us
<sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us>; sen.kathleentaylor@oregonlegislature.gov
<sen.kathleentaylor@oregonlegislature.gov>; sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us
<sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us>; sen.shemiafagan@oregonlegislature.gov
<sen.shemiafagan@oregonlegislature.gov>; Sen.LynnFindley@oregonlegislature.gov
<Sen.LynnFindley@oregonlegislature.gov>; Sen Thatcher
<Sen.KimThatcher@oregonlegislature.gov>; Rep Prusak <rep.rachelprusak@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.margaretdoherty@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.margaretdoherty@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.andreasalinas@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.andreasalinas@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.christinedrazan@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.christinedrazan@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.markmeek@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.markmeek@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.karinpower@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.karinpower@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov <rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov>;
rep.annawilliams@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.annawilliams@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.danieloonham@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.danielbonham@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us <rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us>;
rep.courtneyneron@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.courtneyneron@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.ricklewis@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.ricklewis@oregonlegislature.gov>

Subject: Why aren’t dads speaking up?
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For November Board meeting.

Y ou asked thisin the Board meeting yesterday. The answer is because the burden of our
current system is disproportionally falling on women.

Sure, the dads who are going to work everyday can email and call you. But it is the mothers
(many of whom have had to leave the workforce) who really know what’s going on.

Don’'t not listen to us because of our gender.

https://www.marketpl ace.org/2020/10/15/mothers-overwhel mingly-supervise-remote-
learning-poll-finds/?
fbclid=IwAR1adyi6Whbp18sdcOqThV r2zMt4vF35K 7mahDPmFI2ysI8Dr_tBGomPtc98
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From: Britney

To: StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE; SEN Waaner; sen.robwagner@state.or.us; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us
sen.fredairod@state.or.us; sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state. or us; SEN Taylor;
sen.chuckthomsen@state. or us; SEN Fagan; sen. cI|ffbentz@oregonleg|slature gov;
sen. CllffBetnz@oregonleg|slature gov; SEN Findley; SEN Thatcher; REP Prusak; REP Bynum; REP Doherty; REP

Drazan; REP Meek; REP Power; rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov; REP Williams; REP Bonham;
rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us; REP Neron; REP Lewis; patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us

Subject: Newsweek article about What s really keeping schools closed.

Date: Saturday, October 17, 2020 7:42:18 AM

For November Board.

| hope you aren’t playing politics with our kids. But the longer this goes on... that is becoming
more self-evident.

In short, after carefully crunching the numbers and analyzing a
variety of factors that influenced K-12 school reopenings this fall, my
collaborator and | found that politics, not science, mattered most.

Despite the clear disconnect between science and school
reopenings, there was one promising ray of hope in the data. Where
public schools faced more competition from private schools, they
were less likely to rely on remote-only learning.

(As an aside, this explains Mary Starett’'s statement that they didn’t
want to open private schools because there would be an exodus
from public schools).

The lessons here are clear. We need more
elected officials to make decisions based
on sound science, public health and what
Is best for families and students, not co-
partisans or special interests.

Finally, the pandemic has illustrated the
benefits of providing more education
options to all families, but especially to the
most disadvantaged, whose children—due
to a lack of resources—suffer
disproportionately when they are kept out

of the classroom.
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https://www.newsweek.com/stop-playing-palitics-school -reopenings-opinion-15395447?
fbclid=IwAR1dPflj1dlijBEGROW7NThcmi9N9AC21rVjwzcRV5KVZLktIA3IC6 NtB4
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From: Britney
To: StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE; SEN Wagner; sen.robwagner@state.or.us;
sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us; SEN Fagan; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; sen.fredgirod@state.or.us;

sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; SEN Findley; SEN Thatcher; REP Neron;
REP Lewis; REP Bynum; REP Doherty; REP Salinas; REP Drazan; REP Meek; REP Power;

rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov; REP Williams; REP Bonham; rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us; REP Prusak
Subject: Article in Statesman Journal
Date: Sunday, October 18, 2020 2:56:10 PM

We had a strong turnout at our rally at the Capitol on Saturday. And sooo many horn honks!

We had tremendous speakers. We had a doctor, a nurse, ateacher, moms, dads of kids with
special needs, a House candidate, and a brave 8th grade girl suffering from depression.

In case you missed the media coverage on it yesterday and today, the Statesman published an
Op-ed by one of the leaders.

And in case you are wondering what we are asking for, hereit is:

More reasonable metricsin line with other states

 Stop including presumptive cases, or at least have more focus on hospitalizations and
deaths

o Make the metrics guidelines, not a mandate

e Return local control to the districts and schools for the decision on when to return and
what to do when there is a case.

o We want choice. We don’t want to force anyone to go back. Online should still be an

option for teachers and students.

https.//www.statesmanj ournal .com/story/opinion/2020/10/16/districts-shoul d-decide-return-
school -metrics-oregon-not-state-guest-opinion/3674631001/?
fbclid=IwAR3WO0 zyfZvcybV1GQN3DKsANzZW1C7ad7gtpSOIRM O01g8SIUL SS5AgdWDxFM
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From: Britney
To: elizabeth.merah@oregon.gov; nikki. f|sher@orefon gov; charles. boyle@oregon gov; StateBoard Public Email; SEN
Wagner; sen. robwagner@state or.us; sen. chuckthomsen@state or.us; SEN Fagan; sen. alanolsen@state or.us
sen.fredairod@state.or.us; sen. klmthatcher@state or.us; sen. glnnyburdlck@state or.us; SEN Taylor;
sen. cI|ffbentz@oregonleg|slature gov; SEN Findley; SEN Thatcher REP Doherty; REP Sallnas; REP Drazan; REP
Meek; REP Power; rep. |anellebynum@oregonleglslatlre gov; REP Williams; REP Bonham
rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us; REP Neron; REP Lewis; REP Prusak; colt.qgill@state.or.us
parrick.allen@dhsoha. state or.us
Subject: Can you be this brave and bold?
Date: Sunday, October 18, 2020 10:10:12 PM

From some brave mayors just south of us.

“When the history of this pandemic iswritten, it will reveal that school shutdowns imposed far
greater harms to our children than COVID-19 ever did--particularly for children from low-
income families. The lost years of education, mental and emotional anguish, social isolation,
limited access to exercise, play, and nutritious food will have impacts that will be felt for a
generation, and we need a statewide commitment to get our schools open safely.”

“The COVID-19 pandemic and the resource gap facing poor families has exacerbated existing
disparities,” The Big City Mayors collectively write. “Black, Latino, and low income students,
students with specia needs, newcomer students, homeless and foster youth are particularly at-
risk of falling further behind their peers. Simply put, we are facing the greatest education
equity crisisin most of our lifetimes.”

The BCM recognizes the seriousness of reopening schoolstoo early, however, the gap

between low-income and affluent students continues to expand negatively impacting the lives
of low-income children and their families.

https://www.sanj oseca.gov/Home/Components/News/News/1981/46997?
fbclid=IWARIWY GSP7Y zz4 kD8L UHUz1-FcU24pROjmHd5FIbOK bb510335UcGSIUVPwW
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From: Britney

To: StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE; SEN Wagner; sen.robwagner@state.or.us;
sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us; SEN Fagan; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; sen.fredgirod@state.or.us;
sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; SEN Findley; SEN Thatcher; REP Neron;
REP Lewis; REP Bynum; REP Doherty; REP Salinas; REP Drazan; REP Meek; REP Power;
rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov; REP Williams; REP Bonham; rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us; REP Prusak

Cc: elizabeth.merah@oregon.gov; nikki.fisher@oregon.gov; charles.boyle@oregon.gov
Subject: NY Schools provide an object lesson on how schools can safely reopen
Date: Monday, October 19, 2020 7:45:38 AM

Thisisagreat article on how NY parents and teachers came together to find aworkable
solution. It also shows how politicians helped facilitate the solution and didn’t stand in the

way.

All the measures NY put in place we are ALSO willing to take here in Oregon! We aren’t
asking to return to school asif covid doesn’'t exist. But we deserve a choice to safely go back.
Temperature checks, waivers, masks, distancing, al of that would be welcome!

https.//www.nytimes.com/2020/10/19/nyregion/schoal s-coronavirus.html 2smid=fb-share
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From: Britney

To: StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE; sen.robwagner@state.or.us; SEN Waaner;
sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us; SEN Fagan; sen.cliffbentz@oregonlegislature.gov;
sen.CliffBetnz@oregonleqgislature.gov; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; sen.fredgirod@state.or.us;
sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; REP Neron; REP Prusak; REP Lewis;
REP Bynum; REP Doherty; REP Salinas; REP Drazan; REP Meek; REP Power;
rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov; REP Williams; REP Bonham; rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us

Subject: Harvard article about reopening schools- please add to November public comments for ODE meeting

Date: Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:08:10 AM

According to Harvard researchers:

“We arefailing. Kids out of school — and I’ m talking about K-12 schools — is a national
emergency, and it is not being treated as such. The conversation on schools has gotten very
reductionist in terms of in-classroom risk. That risk isimportant, but it actually can be
managed and very few are talking about the risks of kids being out of school.

The consequences are devastating. We have virtual dropouts. We have major school districts
in the U.S. where athird of the kids are not logging in every day. “

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/10/is-the-sl ow-approach-to-reopening-school s-
failing-kids/?bclid=IwAR14x6A SETeC5c-
SMx1gQM{86jwviPvwY tIl JExhgQwwtY 1CsEDIi8r442|Z4
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From: Britney

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:05:49 AM

To: stateboard.publicemail@ode.state.or.us <stateboard.publicemail@ode.state.or.us>; GILL Colt -
ODE <colt.gill@ode.state.or.us>; sen.robwagner@state.or.us <sen.robwagner@state.or.us>; Sen
Wagner <Sen.RobWagner@Oregonlegislature.gov>; sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us
<sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us>; sen.shemiafagan@oregonlegislature.gov
<sen.shemiafagan@oregonlegislature.gov>; sen.cliffbentz@oregonlegislature.gov
<sen.cliffbentz@oregonlegislature.gov>; sen.CliffBetnz@oregonlegislature.gov
<sen.CliffBetnz@oregonlegislature.gov>; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us <sen.alanolsen@state.or.us>;
sen.fredgirod @state.or.us <sen.fredgirod @state.or.us>; sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us
<sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us>; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us <sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us>;
sen.kathleentaylor@oregonlegislature.gov <sen.kathleentaylor@oregonlegislature.gov>;
rep.courtneyneron@oregonlegislature.gov <rep.courtneyneron@oregonlegislature.gov>; Rep
Prusak <rep.rachelprusak@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.ricklewis@oregonlegislature.gov
<rep.ricklewis@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislature.gov
<rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.margaretdoherty@oregonlegislature.gov
<rep.margaretdoherty@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.andreasalinas@oregonlegislature.gov
<rep.andreasalinas@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.christinedrazan@oregonlegislature.gov
<rep.christinedrazan@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.markmeek@oregonlegislature.gov

<rep.markmeek@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.karinpower@oregonlegislature.gov
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<rep.karinpower@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov
<rep.janellebynum@oregonlegislatire.gov>; rep.annawilliams@oregonlegislature.gov
<rep.annawilliams@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.danielbonham@oregonlegislature.gov
<rep.danielbonham@oregonlegislature.gov>; rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us
<rep.jeffeardon@state.or.us>

Subject: Pediatrician op-ed in the Oregonian today - please add to November public comments for
ODE meeting

Currently in Oregon, adults can visit bars, gyms and nail salons, and kids can attend indoor
play areas and trampoline zones, not to mention childcare in their very schools. Y et the one
service that remains closed — that we seem to have decided is dispensable —is in-person
education. Thisis a catastrophic disservice to our students and teachers.

At the end of the day, we must ask ourselves as Oregonians whether we still believe in the
promise of education for all. The kids who suffer the most are the ones whose families are
least equipped to provide additional private resources on their own; the harm to these children
(nutritionally, educationally, and safety-wise) keeps me awake at night. But children are
suffering across all socioeconomic levels, as are teachers, and it is unconscionabl e that we
should be the one state that refusesto find a way to open schools.

https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2020/10/opinion-oregons-stri ct-school -regpening-

guidelines-put-covid-19-burden-on-kids.html
Get Outlook for i0S
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From: Britney

To: StateBoard Public Email; GILL Colt - ODE; patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us

Subject: Don't look at metrics myopically

Date: Monday, October 19, 2020 3:21:23 PM

""Asacommunity, we need to think about more than one set of metrics' ... "We pay attention to case rates, but we should also pay attention to distanced learning attendance and absenteeism,

obesity rates, mental health, and other harms to our children. We just don’t track those, and we need to. We can’'t make policy decisionsif we only have one metric and don't pay attention to
other harms happening to children's health."

https://www.sfgate.com/coronavirus/article/San-Francisco-school s-reopen-when-plans-COV | D-time-15655358.php?

utm_campaign=CM S+Sharing+T ool s+%28Premium%29& utm_source=t.co& utm_medium=referral & fbclid=IwAR2_z3acK of DCmjEhMAXYV zrwl 5DOym74D9TcJ9JfbevgCWex3EGUtsL 3jOA
Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Britney

To: clackconews@clackamas.us

Cc: GILL Colt - ODE; patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us; StateBoard Public Email
Subject: For the Clackamas County town hall

Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:00:21 PM

Good evening,

My name is Britney Colton. | am amom of three, wife, lawyer, and now with CDL, ateacher.
We live in Clackamas County. I’'m also the daughter of public school teachers.

Several weeks ago, agroup of moms and | started the Facebook group Clack to School. Our
group aone has over 3,500 members. We' ve spawned several other groups, and together
there are now over 8,000 members.

We have parents, teachers, medical professionals, students, media, and political figures.

| ask that you join our group because seeing it for yourself will tell you everything you need to
know about the issue of how CDL isimpacting real people.
Facebook.com/groups/clacktoschool.

In sum, we are facing the greatest education gap of our generation. And it is widening with
every day these kids are not back in school. The wealthy continue to send their kids to private
schoolsin their homes with pandemic pods and private tutors. The low-income, single parents,
those with special needs, and the BIPOC community are among those who are struggling the
most. From technology failures, to kids being unattended during the day, to isolation and
depression, to kids simply not logging on, to kids, quite frankly, committing suicide.

We' velost no children in Oregon to Covid. But in the last several weeks, three kids have
committed suicide.

Think about that and then tell me who is harming our kids right now.

We don’t want to force anyone back to the classroom. We are asking for a choice. We are
asking for the return of local control. The metrics are unattainable and they need to be revised
to bein line with other states and they need to be guidance, not mandates.

We are not smarter than the other states. We don’t love our kids more than they do. But, they
do prioritize kids more than we do.

Our kids have picked up the tab of Covid. We' ve balanced our Covid policies on their backs
for far too long.

We appreciate the stand you’ ve taken so far on behalf of our kids. Please keep it up. Because
thisis unacceptable. And it has to stop.

Britney
Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Britney

To: GILL Colt - ODE; parrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us; StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Gov Inslee has a low, moderate, and high risk model for opening schools.
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:17:05 PM

Please read and consider how Washington is getting kids back in school.

Remember the West Coast Pact the governor agreed to months ago? What happened to that?
CA and WA are back in school. Oregon children are getting left behind.

https://www.kptv.com/news/some-students-in-kal ama-return-to-school - precautions-in-
placelarticle 97f26458-1264-11eb-a8a6-e37008f556bh9.html ?

fbclid=IwAROgrs13HZCDHtT3FHCIXbX 28aQIM GAB93hI F6-1H5VMMIi1U6I0KcYN7D_8
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From: Britney
To: GILL Colt - ODE; patrick.allen@dhsoha.state.or.us; SEN Wagner; sen.robwagner@state.or.us;
sen.chuckthomsen@state.or.us; SEN Fagan; sen.alanolsen@state.or.us; sen.fredgirod@state.or.us;

sen.kimthatcher@state.or.us; sen.ginnyburdick@state.or.us; SEN Taylor; SEN Findley; SEN Thatcher;
senatortimknopp@gmail.com; REP Salinas; REP Neron; REP Prusak; REP Lewis; REP Bynum; StateBoard Public

Email
Subject: OPB and NPR article: schools make no difference in case count.
Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 12:36:51 PM
Please wake up!!

No kidsin the 0-19 category have died of covid. And yet this year aone 16 in the 15-19
category have committed suicide.

| ask you: is covid killing kids or are your policies?

Nowhere, the research found, was there a spike that coincided with reopening: "What we
found is that the school [being opened] makes absolutely no difference,” Alvarez told NPR.

https://www.opb.org/article/2020/10/21/are-the-risks-of -reopening-school s-exaggerated/?
fbclid=IwAR1CQIT_ SdyFMfQpUGS1uoTR2gArGY SofmM 8n4lL Ok5H920A sixOf C4D2avk

Get Outlook for iOS
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Liability Concerns with Reopening Schools
Dear Members of the Governor’s Healthy Schools Re-Opening Council:

I am a mother of three, a lawyer, and have now become an advocate to safely reopen our schools. I’'m
also an Admin for a Facebook group, Clack to School, that now has nearly 4,000 members. We also
spawned multiple other groups, and in our region alone we have nearly 9,000 members. These are
teachers, parents, special needs advocates, students, and medical professionals. We are data-driven and
science-based. We also share our stories, because even anecdotal evidence has a place in the reopening
schools conversation.

We believe the science has evolved and now study after study show that schools can safely reopen. Now.
Many other studies also demonstrate the significant and known harm of continuing to keep our schools
shuttered. Our page (facebook.com/groups/clacktoschool) has been posting these articles and | encourage
you to take a look.

I am aware that one of the more pressing concerns is what to do about liability. I consulted with several
lawyers in our group and we offer the following framework that could help protect our schools from
frivolous and expensive lawsuits and claims.

OTCA (Oregon Tort Claims Act)

e The OTCA already provides immunity for public bodies for a wide variety of matters. It
currently provides that as long as a public body and its officers and employees act within their
scope of employment or duties, they are immune from liability for a host of claims. ORS
30.256(6).

e You could add to this statutory framework an additional layer of specific claim protection: “any
claim arising out of the COVID-19 global pandemic, or contraction of the COVID-19 virus by
any person.” ORS 30.256(6)(qg).

o If you want to go even further and protect non-profits and other organizations that provide
services in the schools (such as after-care providers), you could add: “The immunity provided by
subsection (6)(g) of this section shall also apply to any private, non-profit, or charitable
organization that provides services to the public on behalf of any public body, or under contract
with any public body during any time period in which an emergency order is in place related to
the COVID-19 global pandemic, including but not limited to goods and services provided to
schools and child care facilities.”*

e Using a belt and suspenders approach, language could be strengthened showing that no liability
will be found unless the plaintiff can demonstrate with clear and convincing evidence that the
school acted with “wanton, reckless, willful, or intentional misconduct.”

Worker’s Compensation

In speaking with a worker’s compensation attorney here in Oregon, we are aware that SAIF, for example,
has been readily accepting COVID claims. This, despite the case law that although worker’s comp covers

L1t is worth nothing that child care facilities have been open for months all over Oregon, without any evidence of
any kind of significant spread, and they have not these kind of liability protections in place.
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illness and diseases, they are historically challenging for the plaintiff to prove transmission occurred at
work. But, it appears that SAIF’s current position (and that of other carriers) is that the COVID claims
are relatively inexpensive to pay out, so they have not been fighting them. We do not believe the threat of
worker’s comp poses much of a hurdle to safely returning to school.

Insurance

If the concern is that schools’ insurance carriers will not cover COVID claims, that again has a fix in the
legislature, specifically ordering carriers in this State to extend coverage protection to schools against
COVID claims.

Waivers/Assumptions of Risk

As so many other businesses that are operating right now have already figured out, waivers offer strong
deterrent protection. They are not fullproof, for sure, but they present one additional layer of deterrence
to a potential claim. And I guarantee you that most parents who want to send their kids back to in-person
learning would readily sign a waiver.

Opt-Outs

We are asking for a choice. We do not want to go back to school as it was pre-COVID. We expect
reasonable safety precautions to be in place, as most districts have already demonstrated through their
reopening plans that follow ODE/OHA guidelines.

At the same time, we do not want to take away online for anyone — teachers and students alike. We
expect that once schools reopen, many teachers and students will continue with the online model (indeed,
many districts required parents and teachers to commit to one model for the whole year). Depending on
which poll you look at, it may be that only half of the students and teachers are ready and willing to go
back. They should have that choice. There are employment laws already in place to protect those public
education employees who are most vulnerable, and they should be allowed to continue teaching in home.

But do not impose one model on everyone. It’s already proven to be unworkable and causing untold
harms on so many. Indeed, while no child has died from COVID in Oregon, there have been three
children commit suicide in just the last several weeks. Oregon already has one of the highest teen suicide
rates in the country. That is not going down the longer you keep them out of school.

Our ultimate ask is this:

- Revise the metrics so they are more reasonable, attainable, and in line with our neighboring
states.

- Make the metrics guidance only; not a mandate.

- Return local control to the districts and schools to decide when and how to reopen, and what to do
when there is a case.
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From: Brittany Fife

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Let our Children Learn
Date: Saturday, November 7, 2020 11:04:52 PM

To Whoever Will Listen,

When you become a parent certain things become priority to you instantly.
My children’s mental and physical health, their education, their emotional well being
are all very top priorities to me.

When we all first caught wind of this pandemic, schools, churches,
restaurants, small businesses, sports, and entire states closed their doors in order
to help our hospitals prepare for what was projected to come and while doctors
could study what we were exactly looking at. My family and | did our part and we
stayed home. We did this with very little complaint in hopes that our efforts would
help ready hospitals and | feel like the majority of Oregonians did and felt the same
way 8 months ago. But now we are 8 months into this. Our children have not spent
a normal day in a classroom in over 230 days! We the parents of Oregon students
want answers and action.

| have a question that weighs heavy on me, What is the end game Mrs.
Governor? At what point are you going to dictate that it is ok for our children to go
back to school? Make no mistake about it either dictating is exactly what you are
doing ... not leading. | don’t understand how my children's education has been put
into your hands. It should be up to the school district and the parents whether or not
they want to live in fear and hide under a rock from this disease or continue on with
their lives. If parents feel that what is best for their child is to resume online courses
then have the school make accommodations for those few, and | promise in this
county it is few. It makes no sense ripping apart and flipping schools upside down
for an illness that has a 0% death rate to 0-19 year olds in the state of Oregon.

Since the day my children were born | knew there was a risk EVERYTIME
we were to go in public, to a family gathering, to daycare, to church, to school, or to
the grocery store of them catching an illness or spreading an illness | didn't know
they were carrying . I've always known this. All parents know this. Even the
Governor knows this. There is ALWAYS a risk of our children catching some illness.
However even after finding out what Covid-19 is and how it affects our young we
continue to hide under rocks. | am sincerely perplexed.

These school closures are putting a tremendous amount of strain on our communities

around the state and | can't for the life of me understand how Governor Brown manages to
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look past all that. While she is sitting around making decisions for 600,000 students and
their parents, the people in Oregon’s mental state is deteriorating on all levels, of all ages.
Our educators are putting everything they have physically into doing their best to make this
work while simultaneously trying pep talking themselves off the edge of a mental
breakdown almost daily. Our parents are struggling to find people to watch their children so
that they can work and pay their bills and put food on their tables while also making sure
that their children also attend online class and keep up with all their school work. Some
kids don’'t have the opportunity to do any schooling at all for many reasons. Lack of internet,
device, home support. Our grandparents, aunts, babysitters are trying all they can to help
out with schooling but they are rightfully exhaughsted. And OUR CHILDREN...our children
yearn for school ..in school, school. | see it from my 1st grader all the way to my freshmen.
These children need school. School is so much more than just papers and pencils. | could
write pages and pages of the effects that this extended school closure is doing to our
babies. They miss it all. From riding the buses with their friend to school in the morning, to
walking into the classroom to see their teachers smiling face with the warmest welcome, to
eating lunch with their peers, laughing with their friends, SPORTS, award assemblies, star
rewards, library day, P.E. Days, walking down the hall to their next class and of course
recess. These are just some of the social parts of school that they are missing and are
having issues with emotionally. | haven’t even touched on the academic side of this chaos.
For now | will keep the focus on mental health because | believe that is the greatest risk as
of now.

Governor Brown the lasting effects of what mental state you have put the entire state of
Oregon into will now and always outweigh the damage that Covid could ever do. | am
begging and pleading that you please give the districts and the parents back the power to
decide what is best for our children. You and your handful of health advisors can’t begin to
fathom the emotional torture you are casting on the people you are supposed to lead. Right
now we are living in Oregon's Great Depression and | am not talking financially. | am talking
about the mental health of Oregon!

Please Let Our Children Learn!
From a concerned parent,

Brittany Fife
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From: Carly Remington

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Public Comment: Assessment
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:18:22 PM

Public comment:

What are the exact laws regarding accountable attendance for the online distance learning
school situation.?

Does my child logging on for the live teaching part of the day count as attendance?
Does my student being logged on for counts as accountable attendance for each day?

Does my student only doing independent work and turning in daily assignments count as
accountable attendance for each day?

Or..

Does attending live teaching classes and turning in independent daily assignments together
only account as accountable attendance for each day?

What qualifies each day for accountable good attendance for each student?

My son has a 504 plan, does this make any difference to what qualifies as accountable daily
attendance?

What about a student having an IEP, does this make any difference as to what qualifies as
accountable daily attendance?

Do the same laws still apply to any, or the whole law for regular in person school the same as
distance online learning?

We as parents need to know exactly what qualifies as accountable attendance for each student
in every grade and or special situations they have. As in 504 plan, IEP ect.

When regular school reopens does each parent have the right to choose if they want their
student to be a test subject for COVID-19 or not ?

Thank you!
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From: Carrie Erickson

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Schools Please Read
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 3:43:25 PM

Dear Stateboard,

I hope this email finds you well. I am writing to you today to encourage you to help change
our unattainable metrics. Local control needs to be returned to the districts/schools. Parents,

students and teachers should be given a choice.

Thank you for your time,
Carrie Erickson
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From: Chelsea

To: COLONNA Jerome - STBRD
Subject: Returning to School
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 3:43:44 PM

Dear Jerome Colonna,

I'm writing to share my story as a mother of two children in the Bend-La Pine School District
in Central Oregon in hopes of returning our kids to school. Due to covid-19, | am working
from home full time. My husband is a firefighter and will sometimes work extra days, so | am
a single mom at least 74 hours a week. The position | am put in as a parent to try to help my
two children with school is exceedingly difficult. The teachers have done an excellent job
laying out what needs to be done, however when my son is not in a meeting he doesn't
understand the list of things he needs to accomplish. This is left to me to do. Sadly, | can't
help him because I'm either in meetings all day, or trying to work. When | am able to help
him, I'm very stressed about the neglect to my job and possible repercussions. My daughter is
older and able to deal with school, but I know how sad she is without her friends and the
athletic activities she enrolls in. She has always been a happy girl, but these days I see her
sadness. She keeps telling me she wants to get back to school and how much she misses her
friends. Because of covid my employer has cut back hours for many (including myself for 4
months) and | especially feel the need to work as hard as I can so that my hours are not
removed. This daily scenario is not sustainable for our mental and physical health. My
children's education is suffering. My performance at my job is suffering.

I believe very fervently that children need to get back into school! The CDC specifically
recommends that the detriment of children not being in school far outweighs any damage that
covid-19 can do. See this link for more information. More information about safely
reopening can be found here. The CDC says "While some children have been sick with
COVID-19, adults make up nearly 95% of reported COVID-19 cases. As of July 21,
2020, 6.6% of reported COVID-19 cases and less than 0.1% of COVID-19-related
deaths are among children and adolescents."

Of course no one wants children to die, but isn't it far worse to see the depression on a much
larger number of children's faces from being isolated at home, or the stress they are picking up
from not understanding their school work, or from seeing their parents fall apart trying to
make things work in an economy that is suffering, or those children who are left home alone,
or the kids who feel stupid because they just can't get the system down, or the children whose
parents are getting divorced because they can't make it through this year, or the abuse and
suicide cases?

The CDC states "During the HINT pandemic (April 15, 2009 to October 2, 2010), 358
pediatric deaths were reported to CDC. So far in this pandemic, deaths of children are less
than in each of the last five flu seasons, with only 64." School was not shut down then, nor
is it shut down for flu season.

| don't like it when people complain, but don't offer solutions, so my solutions are as
follows:

o At the very least, bring the students back to rotating days where one week they go
to 3 days of school, then the next weflélthey go to 2 days of school, etc. (rather
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than just 2 days of school a week). Maximize the time the children are in class so
they are with their peers and get face to face time with teachers.

e | sympathize that not everyone has the same comfort level at this time, so if a
teacher does not feel safe in the classroom then my suggestion is to hire long
term substitutes and offer a health leave of absence to the teacher. I'm sure there
are plenty of subs out there who would very much appreciate the extra work.

e Children who are at high risk can continue with online work at home until a
vaccine can get out to the populous, or Deschutes County covid numbers are low
enough. They can do the online course that many students have already opted
for.

e Our isolated county should not be held to state-wide metrics. Let the 4-12th
graders at least reopen with the same metrics as k-3rd grades. According to
current standards, our older children will not get back into school this year! It's
devastating to offer no hope to our older children!

Thank you for your time and for thoughtfully considering what | have to say. | am
imploring you to take measures to bring health back to the children of Bend-La Pine
schools by attending to their mental well being above the miniscule risk to their physical
health via covid-19. Their mental health is a much larger crisis right now!

Sincerely,
Chelsea Town
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From: Darcy Yazzolino

To: RUSSELL George - STBRD
Subject: Open our schools!!!
Date: Thursday, October 29, 2020 10:21:28 AM

To whom this reaches,

I write you today begging you to please reopen schools! Our numbers do not show a
significant enough reason to keep children out of school. Why can some schools open but
others must stay closed? The long term effects this has on our children are astronomical. Our
kids need to be in a classroom setting.

I live in a town of about 10,000 people. Most of our families are working class, surviving
paycheck to paycheck. My friends are having to choose work or their child’s education.
They’re having to choose between going to work or leaving their child home alone for 8
hours a day.

My own children are struggling! My 1st grade daughter is in tears everyday over her
frustrations. Honestly, I’m in tears everyday over her frustrations. You see, she’s a twin and
her brother is breezing through his work, he’s gifted. She is a hands on learner. She needs
hands on work and intervention style groups. She’s struggling with reading simple 8 page
books and to blend words such as buzz and zigzag. If she were in school she would be
thriving!!!!

My 6 grade daughter is losing her spark. She craves interaction. She wants to know her
teachers and actually experience middle school. She’s a good student, hard on herself at
times. Now she sits in-front of an iPad for a minimum of 5 hours a day. She turns her work in
and has kept her GPA above 3.00 but she’s missing out on so much!

Please reopen our schools!!!
Darcy Yazzolino
Parent of 3

Eagle Point, OR
360-907-0990

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Heather Hansen

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: Online education is harming our children
Date: Friday, October 16, 2020 7:13:52 PM

To whom it may concern:

> | am a front line healthcare worker that has been seeing patients in clinic four days per week since the end of
March. We have 85 staff In clinic and nine providers that see between 16 and 20 patients per day each, children
included. We have had zero outbreaks among our clinic staff with diligent hand sanitizer and mask use.

>

> We need to stop harming our children and let them go back to school. Online school is inadequate and completely
unsustainable. 1t will have a generational impact and further divide the gap between the wealthy and poor.

>

> Teachers can go back to work just like grocery workers, camp counselors, UPS, healthcare workers etc. The
teachers with health concerns can teach online but harming the majority to protect a minority cannot continue to be
the plan going forward.

>

> Sincerely,

> Heather Hansen -Dispenza,MD
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From: Leslie

To: GILL Colt - ODE; StateBoard Public Email; dean.e.sidelinger@dhsoha.state.or.us
Subject: Reopening OR schools
Date: Monday, October 19, 2020 8:04:56 PM

Dear Mr. Gill and Mr. Sidelinger and the Board of Education,

I am writing to you about an issue of burning importance to many parents and children in this
state- getting kids back to school buildings in person. I have followed the opening

metrics closely, since March when schools shut down. To think that my 2 children and
thousands of other kids in this state have not attended school in 8 months, in person, is truly
mind boggling. 8 months of my kids isolated at home, trying to teach themselves math and a
variety of other subjects, telling us that they are depressed and hate learning online. "This isn't
school is what they say. My son is missing his senior year- his college counseling, the social
supports he needs, and many other huge milestones and important elements of getting him to
college.

Yet it doesn't feel like policy makers on this issue feel the same urgency we do, despite the
well documented harms of keeping kids out of school. No other country, indeed, no other
state, has kept as many kids out of school as a percent of the population as Oregon has. Nearly
every other state (Puerto Rico is one exception and is all CDL, | believe) has gotten kids back
in person at least part of the week. Last week at the ODE board meeting, Director Gill said
that just 6% of kids in Oregon were receiving any in person schooling. 6%. That is not a
number to be proud of. (This article has a comparison of states opening

MEtricCs). https:/www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-schools-reapening/?
fbclid=IwARO6Kp_ihb0_a6zTGN3sdO_pOxUNrHoJM69gzCk-zP8a_9B0AV6aqGJ1l7I.

The justification for Oregon's failure on this important measure is contained in the below
language from the OHA's page on returning to schools.

"Any in-person model risks spreading COVID-19. Re-opening salons, in-person dining and large gatherings all added to the risk of new cases.
Modeling shows that closing schools could prevent 2-4% of deaths from COVID-191 , less than other social distancing measures. However, a July 13,
2020 study? by the Institute for Disease Modeling, Bellevue, Washington demonstrated that, unless community spread is reduced, reopening schools to
in-person instruction, even with protective measures like physical distancing and face coverings, will cause significant 1 Lancet Child Adolescent

Health. 2020 May;4(5):397-404. 2https://covid.idmod.org/data/Schools_are_not_islands_we_must _mitigate_community_transmission_to_reopen
schools.pdf Issued: 07.28.2020 growth of the epidemic. A June 2020 study3 by REL Mid-Atlantic noted that opening schools to in-person instruction,

“...is likely to result in increased infection among children, teachers and support staff, although several of the mitigation strategies can substantially
reduce the number of infections.”

The studies cited here are from July. | firmly believe- and a growing body of evidence
supports- that they are outdated and not based on newer, better science. You are making
decisions to keep Oregon's schools closed based on outdated studies that have not held up, that
were base d on modeling and not on actual data. | am including at the bottom of this email
citations to 5 other studies showing the opposite, that schools can be reopened safely without
causing surges in Covid spread. And | could cite another 15. These studies are more recent,
based on better data gathered after we better understood how to contain spread, and are
not hypothetical. They are not models. These rates are based on testing kids and teachers in
schools that have reopened, many of them in states that have more Covid than Oregon. The
rates of Covid post opening have stayed well below .2% in school populations. The NYT
today published an article showing very low rates in reopened schools (28 positives out of
16,298 tests).

(https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/19/nyregion/schools-coronavirus.html?
searchResultPosition=5)

We have the 4th lowest Covid rate in the country, yet the fewest kids back in school as a

percent of our population, and essentially unattainable metrics for reopening. This is wrong on
135


mailto:elbeewitty@gmail.com
mailto:colt.gill@ode.state.or.us
mailto:StateBoard.PublicEmail@ode.state.or.us
mailto:dean.e.sidelinger@dhsoha.state.or.us
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2Finteractive%2F2020%2Fhealth%2Fcoronavirus-schools-reopening%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR06Kp_ihb0_a6zTGN3sdO_pOxUNrHoJM69gzCk-zP8a_9B0AV6aqGJ1l7I&data=04%7C01%7CStateBoard.publicEmail%40ode.state.or.us%7Cc5fd32f889f84a7d08ff08d874a4e97d%7Cb4f51418b26949a2935afa54bf584fc8%7C0%7C1%7C637387598952972217%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7AgYZxhxXiefnNhTXCsz9HWZk%2B0bDV2kFu9be%2BPuyeQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2Finteractive%2F2020%2Fhealth%2Fcoronavirus-schools-reopening%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR06Kp_ihb0_a6zTGN3sdO_pOxUNrHoJM69gzCk-zP8a_9B0AV6aqGJ1l7I&data=04%7C01%7CStateBoard.publicEmail%40ode.state.or.us%7Cc5fd32f889f84a7d08ff08d874a4e97d%7Cb4f51418b26949a2935afa54bf584fc8%7C0%7C1%7C637387598952972217%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7AgYZxhxXiefnNhTXCsz9HWZk%2B0bDV2kFu9be%2BPuyeQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid.idmod.org%2Fdata%2FSchools_are_not_islands_we_must_mitigate_community_transmission_to_reopen_schools.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CStateBoard.publicEmail%40ode.state.or.us%7Cc5fd32f889f84a7d08ff08d874a4e97d%7Cb4f51418b26949a2935afa54bf584fc8%7C0%7C1%7C637387598952982212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MLOp9N2cQYwEvAQ0ty9FhaU0oFs80vzujUiNBUxPBVM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid.idmod.org%2Fdata%2FSchools_are_not_islands_we_must_mitigate_community_transmission_to_reopen_schools.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CStateBoard.publicEmail%40ode.state.or.us%7Cc5fd32f889f84a7d08ff08d874a4e97d%7Cb4f51418b26949a2935afa54bf584fc8%7C0%7C1%7C637387598952982212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MLOp9N2cQYwEvAQ0ty9FhaU0oFs80vzujUiNBUxPBVM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F10%2F19%2Fnyregion%2Fschools-coronavirus.html%3FsearchResultPosition%3D5&data=04%7C01%7CStateBoard.publicEmail%40ode.state.or.us%7Cc5fd32f889f84a7d08ff08d874a4e97d%7Cb4f51418b26949a2935afa54bf584fc8%7C0%7C1%7C637387598952992209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BF%2BM3Zl1GsKMCufwPOwGUjHaqjKG%2Brmm2F1pFdMSAtc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F10%2F19%2Fnyregion%2Fschools-coronavirus.html%3FsearchResultPosition%3D5&data=04%7C01%7CStateBoard.publicEmail%40ode.state.or.us%7Cc5fd32f889f84a7d08ff08d874a4e97d%7Cb4f51418b26949a2935afa54bf584fc8%7C0%7C1%7C637387598952992209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BF%2BM3Zl1GsKMCufwPOwGUjHaqjKG%2Brmm2F1pFdMSAtc%3D&reserved=0

every conceivable front.

Oregon's Department of Education and the Oregon Health Authority claim to care about
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, yet kids of color and low-income kids are being harmed
disproportionately by school closures, as are women and of course women of color. Not only
are these children's educations suffering more due to predictable issues of lack of parental time
or academic support, and poor access to internet, shuttering school buildings in low income
neighborhoods is disastrous for multiple reasons- nutritionally, for healthy physical activity,
for mental health reasons, and because schools create cohesion in communities. The homicide
rate in outer Southeast Portland North Portland has sky rocketed- closing schools cannot
possibly be helping. (Enroliment for School is Dropping Around the Country, NPR, October
9, 2020, at:

https://www.npr.org/.../enrollment-is-dropping-in-public).

Last, | have never seen my peers and colleagues so disappointed in Portland as a city and
Oregon as a state. So many people I know are talking about leaving and going to states where
their kids can go to school. Many already have. | know at least 10 people who have withdrawn
their kids from PPS because their child cannot deal with the stress and chaos of online learning
and the quality of content they are getting isn't worth the mental stress on the family and the
time to manage it all. Our state is not doing its job in getting kids back to school. My family
values education enormously, as do most families. My dad was the first in his family to go to
college. Their other grandfather left school in 8th grade. Both of those grandparents-all of
them, actually- told our kids that education always comes first, above sports, friends, anything
else. My kids believed them. I wish I could say I had the same faith that all of you believed the
same thing. Please, put Oregon's children ahead of adult political maneuvering and get them
back in school. The science supports reopening schools safely.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/28/apinion/schools-coronavirus.html

https://www.npr.org/2020/10/10/921699487/the-big-experiment-alaska-school-district-
returns-to-classrooms

Schools Aren’'t Super-Spreaders, The Atlantic, October 9, 2020, at:
https://www.theatlantic.com/.../schools-arent.../616669/

Reopening Primary Schools During the Pandemic, September 3, 2020, at:
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMms2024920...

Leslie Bienen, DVM, MFA

Program Coordinator, EXITO Pilot Project Program
Faculty, OHSU-PSU Joint School of Public Health
Founding Principal, C3 Science Communication
www.c3science.com
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From: JUDY SUNDSTROM

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: NEW Research on YALE STUDY on Kids, Babies, Day Care & Schools
Date: Monday, October 19, 2020 10:28:32 AM

To our LEADERSHIP at Oregon State Board of Education:

We have 11 grandchildren being severely impacted by your decisions & wish you would reconsider decisions unfairly impacting their education!!!!

The Yale study on child care workers (57000 children) showed no increase in risk for workers that had contact with kids versus those that didn't.

There is some data that young kids can infect young kids, which is new. Also, Germany's data on school start actually showed DECREASING COMMUNITY RATES when kids went back to school.

1.
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B |H4 Xg66lnw n__=-UK-R =AT2pd-8MwLM. DK h2wgk9yOKbYIkGexdyw4GhKBISN, vkl 1BLugwKkgP6-
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Respectfully submitted,
Dr & Mrs Paul E. & Judy Sundstrom

jsundstrom3@msn.com
503-936-3003
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From: Trevor Moerkerke, MD

To: StateBoard Public Email

Cc: douglas.byrd@pcc.edu; sammyofkate@protonmail.com

Subject: Submission for Public Comment for 11/19/2020 Board Meeting: Let’s follow the data - and common sense - on
reopening schools in Oregon

Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 8:43:37 AM

Dear Oregon State Board of Directors,

Despite our continued struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic, Oregon has been cautiously reopening.
Restaurants, shops, bars, salons, gyms, daycares, preschools, swimming pools, and indoor playgrounds
are all open and following safety measures guided by scientific consensus. But one place has been
conspicuously absent from reopening: public schools. Our children have not attended school in-person for
months and most will have to wait much longer.

This continued lack of in-person learning is a game changer. Distance learning requires children to spend
hours each day in front of their computers, and remote classrooms do not allow them to socialize easily
with their peers. Our schools’ essential task of teaching our children how to be empowered individuals in
a diverse society cannot be done online.

Worryingly, there is increasing evidence that the stress caused by remote learning has already had a
negative impact on children’s physical and mental health, contributed to a loss of important skills, and
limited their social development. These impacts are not necessarily just short-term: the lack of in-person
school may increase their risk for chronic health conditions and lower their future economic prospects.
Their families and caregivers are suffering as well, and these consequences are felt disproportionately by

our students and families of color and by those experiencing poverty.

Recent expert guidance strongly recommends that we do everything we can to safely educate our
students in-person. And schools have been open all over the country for months now with encouraging
safety data that suggests that they have not been a major source of COVID-19 spread. Even in states like
Florida, where COVID-19 cases per capita and positivity rates are at much higher levels than here in
Oregon, schools have not been implicated in major outbreaks as feared.

Oregon’s school reopening metrics go well beyond our neighbors in California and Washington and give
students a minimal chance to return to school in-person despite this encouraging data. Common sense
safety measures like wearing face coverings, frequent hand-washing, and social distancing work, and
despite initial fears that school reopenings would result in major spread of COVID-19 cases, our country’s
experience tells us otherwise.

Our children both attend Cooper Mountain Elementary School in Beaverton. Even though it has been
operating remotely for months, it is not sitting empty. Much like several other area schools, Cooper
Mountain permits a private daycare to use the site to host learners from K - 6th grade. While physically at
school, students instead learn remotely rather than receive instruction from their teachers. Fortunately,
excellent safety protocols are in place, and we've had no large outbreaks amongst those children and
staff. But how can anyone not be stunned to see our schools being used in this way?

We support public education and our teachers, but we are making a mistake by continuing with remote
learning alone. If we don’t open schools to in-person learning soon, we’ll continue to fail the most
vulnerable members of our community. We now have data to support that it is possible to do so safely.
We strongly urge that the Board, ODE, OHA, and Governor Brown adjust Oregon's metrics for school
reopening to be more in line with our West Coast neighbor states in order to facilitate increased in-person
learning across the state.

Respectfully,

Trevor Moerkerke, MD, Family Physician at Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center and Clinical Assistant
Professor at OHSU 138
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Douglas Byrd, PhD, Professor of Political Science at Portland Community College
Both reside in Beaverton, Oregon

Trevor J. V. Moerkerke, MD
Family Physician
Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center

Address 1151 N. Adair Street, Cornelius, OR 97113
Phone 503.352.8578 Mobile 608.692.5550 Email tmoerkerke@vgmbhc.org
Website VirginiaGarcia.org

This email/attachment is confidential and may be legally protected. It is intended solely for the
addressee; access to this email/attachment by anyone else, unless expressly approved by the
sender or an authorized addressee, is unauthorized. Disclosure, copying, distribution or any
action taken in reliance on it, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received
this e mail/attachment in error, please delete the related e-mail and all attachments and notify
the sender immediately (reply e-mail).
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From: Drs. Howerton, Hopkin & Kennedy

To: Kim Harroun
Subject: My friend from high school gave me permission to share this:
Date: Sunday, October 25, 2020 4:37:47 PM

My friend from high school gave me permission to share this:

"I work for a public school in Nebraska. We have about 50/50 in person and online class. We take extraoradinary
measures to ensure our students and staff are safe. We have had very few cases and everyone that has gotten sick has
recovered. We wash hands, santize everything, wear masks, and social distance. It is not selfish to want your
children to have a proper education and social interaction. Suicides, depression, mental illness, and abuse are all way
up because of the pandemic and the isolation and disruption of routines that so many people are experiencing.
Having children in school helpsto alleviate many of these problems and ensure their social development.”

-Kim
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From: Ed Rollins

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: 11/19/2020 meeting
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 3:03:53 PM

Please to your part to stop this unnecessary and devastating harm to Oregon’s youth.
Let them learn and let them play, immediately.
Ed Rollins

CONFIDENTIAL NOTICE: Bank of Eastern Oregon does not send unsolicited e-mail. This e-
mail message is considered privileged and confidential and is intended only for the addressee.
If you believe this has been sent to you in error, do not read it. Please reply to the sender that
you have received the message in error and then delete it. Thank you. Please consider the
impact to the environment and your responsibility before printing this e-mail.

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more
useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out
more Click Here.
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Hello,

My name is Emily Dayton. | am a parent of two daughters, one is in 2" grade and the other is 4 years
old. My husband and | settled in Oregon nearly 14 years ago, enjoying its natural beauty and general
social progressiveness. | grew up in Pennsylvania and my husband in Scotland. Things have been tough
with the corona virus, very tough. | am now unemployed, due to the school closures, as | must stay
home with my children. | am generally very supportive of the Democratic governor and government of
Oregon, and have consistently voted Democratic on every occasion and issue. On only one issue so far
have | found common ground with some Republican or right-leaning organizations and individuals. That
is the recent issue of enforced school closures in Oregon due to the coronavirus.

Something isn’t right in Oregon anymore. Decisions are being made that do not make sense. These
decisions are regarding the closure of schools. My 2" grade child loved school, now she can barely
remember it. Time lines are long for children, a term, a year away from school for a young child is like an
eternity. Going to school is hazy, an increasingly distant memory in her mind. Online school has very
little value, she only logs on to it as she is desperate for some sort of communication with peers and
with a teacher. She tries, but learns little and most of the time is wasted on technological problems and
glitches. What does she see on the screen? Tiny faces, blurred images of her peers, many of whom are
lined up with masks at long tables in childcare facilities. At these facilities they are helped by adult staff
to keep them logged into their zoom classes, they are spaced out from peers at tables. After zoom
“school” they recreate together outside under controlled conditions following Covid guidelines. But,
their parents must pay large amounts of money for them to be there. Why can’t they be at school? Why
can’t they be spaced out, masked, looked after by trained adults at school? They can use the ample
outdoor spaces that are normal for most school grounds to move some activities outdoors. This is what
many European countries, and many other states are doing. | am considering just removing her from her
school as an enrolled student soon. Her needs are not being respected by the State of Oregon, or by our
local school board. Neither are the needs of any other young student. The screen light is affecting her
sleep, and the experience of this is causing a mental depression. What are the alternatives for us? If |
was wealthy, | could try to get her into one of the local private schools that are offering in-person
instruction. But we are now firmly lodged in a very low income bracket, under $30,000/year for a family
of four, thanks to me leaving my job due to school closure.

| hear about the school situation in Pennsylvania, as | have school-aged relatives there. In their area,
near Pittsburgh, Covid rates are as high as they are here, and yet many districts are operating on a
hybrid or even full open schedule. Yes, cases have occurred, and will occur, in schools, and then
procedures are in place to deal with that. Classes are in pods, so do not mix with other classes, so if a
case occurs only that class needs to stay home for a period of time. This is what many states are doing.
This is practical. This is reality. Usually school-related outbreaks are small in number, and can be dealt
with in an orderly fashion, without widespread panic and loss of function. Most parents in the
population recognize this, and can do reasonable risk assessment concerning our children. In Scotland,
where we have many school-aged nieces and nephews, similar procedures are in place. There have been
multiple occasions of Coronavirus outbreaks in schools, as neglecting to reopen schools in the fall was
not considered to be an option. When a case, or an exposure is detected, the affected class will stay
home for a period of weeks. Testing and tracing take place. The whole school does not close. And these
schools are operating under full schedules, with masks but not reduced class sizes. Can Scotland
compare to Oregon? Yes, the size and population are very similar, the only difference is that recent
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infection rates in Scotland are much higher than they are in Oregon. Another difference? Scotland, as
well as most other states, and most other developed countries, have seen that closing schools to
children is destructive, unwise, and in denial of reality. It is harmful, shameful and cowardly that our
children are forced to bear the heavy load of this virus, due to adult incapacity to change, to think
creatively, to accept responsibility for their education. Education should be first, always first. Lower
grades should be in school, at least attending under a hybrid schedule, attending school just a few
mornings a week would be fine at this point. That way, small groups could be maintained as different
grades could be on site at different times. Beautiful, expensively created outdoor spaces around schools
could utilized for as much outdoor time as possible. Young children need to see peers, see a teacher in
real life. School closures are harming children.

| have learned that some school buildings in my district, Eugene district 4j, will be soon used by childcare
organizations such as the YMCA, as they facilitate the care of children and their education over zoom
within educational edifications that are not being used for the purpose of education. This is the height of
insanity and absurdity. Why are lesser trained staff of groups like the YMCA, or community centers,
more qualified to adhere to Covid 19 guidelines than regular school district staff and teachers would be?
These questions need to be answered. Oregonians should be hearing explanations for these questions
every day. It is a statewide emergency. People are becoming increasingly outraged, disgusted and
dismayed by the lack of leadership on this.

The coronavirus is bad, it is scary. Most of us are scared, and doing our part to stop transmission. My
family has cut off nearly all social meetings, certainly any occurring indoors, and have not gone to a
restaurant or crowd event since March. But Oregon has gotten this one backwards, bars and tattoo
parlors, casinos all are open while schools are closed. That is shameful, that is a blight and an assault on
children. That tells children that they are not important enough to do everything we can for them, to
make sure that they can be educated at school. It is also in denial of scientific reality. There are a myriad
of articles about the ways in which school openings have not lead to superspreading of the virus across
this country, including in very ‘hot’ areas. Similar articles can be found about international rates in
schools as well. This virus will continue to be here. Waiting for a vaccine to fix this is not realistic
thinking. It may not work, it may take many years. The children of Oregon cannot be left to dangle by
their USB cords burning their eyes out on zoom school for years. They will certainly end up unplugged.
One year in a young child’s life is a very precious and important thing. A whole year of missed school is
going to have a very profound effect on their brain development, social development, emotional
stability, and upon the economic foundation of their existence, which is their family. Many families |
know, including my own are now down to one, solidly low, income. In fact, | am now compelled to visit
food pantries and am eligible for the SNAP program. This is helpful, but doesn’t it put more pressure on
the state? As will a whole class of sub-educated children who are unable to function in a school setting
after being denied it for an extended period. Oregon already lags dismally in school graduation rates, do
you believe this will help? How long do you think Oregonians will be willing to pay taxes for an
educational system that exists in a zoom room? This emergency applies to all children in Oregon, but is
especially hard on the lowest grades, and especially to those of us with low SES. Low social economic
status is not restricted to any particular racial or ethnic grouping, all populations of race can be found
represented within it.

As adults, we need to recognize that this virus is now part of our biome, we don’t want it, we will wear
masks, and avoid high-moderate risk situations. But our children need us to be much wiser, and to figure
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out ways to make sure they go to school in the midst of this virus. There are many examples to look at,
practices to imitate. Community centers, private schools have been running summer camps in Oregon
for months. There were not a spate of uncontrolled outbreaks related to those programs. Schools can
follow the same guidelines. Of course, air filtration must be dealt with immediately, get the schools
outfitted with the HEPA filters, they help extraordinarily to filter out tiny particles and exchange air.
Students must wear masks, of course they would stay in classroom pods, starting out at just a few hours
a day, a few days a week. What about wastewater testing? That is very effective, and underutilized in
finding the virus before outbreaks are discovered through other means. If some teachers are too afraid
to go to class, find the teachers that are not too afraid. There are many of them. Teachers that want to
avoid schools buildings can work in the online setting. Something needs to be done, now. Schools need
to be open, this year. Yes, even if college parties continue to spread the virus, and workplace and small
gathering-related outbreaks continue to occur. Because they will. It is wildly illogical for young children
to be denied an in-person education because of the actions of college-aged students, or adults having
parties, or going to bars or strip clubs. This is not reasonable, not logical, it is nonsensical. The state of
Oregon now has vastly increased testing capacity, why are we not hearing that this capacity is being
specifically used to reopen schools? That is what we should all be hearing. Use it to open schools. Test
students, do random testing, test teachers. Get schools open. Create a policy. Why can’t the University
of Oregon help? They have boasted about the creation of their own tests. Since their students came
back, mostly studying online while crowding into student housing, Lane County numbers have shot up.
Why must those students be here? They can stay home and study online, elementary aged children
cannot study online. It does not work. The reason those students are here is because of economic
concerns of the University. So they should use some of their resources to help the elementary aged
children of Lane County get back into classrooms. They can expand their boasted-of testing program to
young children and elementary teachers, make a commitment to help the younger students of Lane
County return to school. Many community members are rather disgusted with them for insisting on
their students coming back, which has resulted in a local escalation in the virus numbers. This has
reduced the chances young children have of returning to school, which is also ridiculous and based upon
adherence to extremely exaggerated metrics. Many of the children of Lane County are the University of
Oregon’s future students, but that future will not happen if they do not receive a satisfactory
elementary education.

| find the phrase “kids are resilient” to be increasingly offensive. It is true to varying degrees depending
on the child, but when policy makers and school counselors use it broadly in relation to these closures, it
is just a way of saying that they will not personally be willing to take any actions, and indeed they won’t
need to, because children will just be fine despite terrible circumstances. It flies in the face of all of the
recent emphasis in trauma-informed education, where the needs and behaviors of each child should be
looked at through a lens of possible past traumas they may have endured. Trauma-informed educational
practices view children as having very specific sensitivities, and as being very vulnerable to psychological
problems due to stresses and trauma. The ‘resilience’ of children is not something that is a scientific
known, it is comfort self-talk for adults who want to disengage from action that will help children.
Keeping children out of school is creating an entire population of traumatized children. Closing the
schools has created trauma in their brains. This is abusive. | have called my child’s pediatrician with
concerns about her sleep, the screens, the depression over loss of contact with school and peers. As a
pediatrician, she was alarmed and frightened by the state’s decision to enforce extended school
closures. She was shocked that this would continue to be the response.
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Pleading and begging the public to follow guidelines is a good idea, but it is not a policy or strategy.
There comes a point when reality must be faced, we live in country where up to a third of people believe
that the virus is not real, and buy into any number of deranged and outlandish conspiracy theories. This
virus will not stop by pleading with people in this country. But guess what? Children still need to be,
have a right to be, educated by a live human being and a chance to see other living children at school. To
have these early years at school is where a sense of community comes from, where it takes root. Itis a
hard thing to cultivate later. It absolutely cannot be created over a screen. To convince ourselves that
somehow online education can in any way measure up to in-person education seems to me to be form
of child abuse. We make the decision for them, as it is easier for us to do that, it requires less action, less
creativity, and our children suffer from it.

The metrics Oregon is using for reopening schools are too severe. Under them, schools will never open.
My family would then have to make a decision to move, because our daughters deserve to go to school.
To deny this fact, and persist with these impossible metrics is just as misguided and unwise as the
president’s continued insistence that the virus will someday just vanish into thin air, or indeed already
has. To persist with these school closures, especially for grades k-3, is wrong. It is morally wrong,
scientifically unsound and gravely dangerous to the well-being of society.

I need to know, all of Oregon needs to know, what are you doing to reopen schools? Besides begging
people to wear masks, most of us already are. What are you doing? How are you studying, learning from
other states and countries who are dealing with the same issue, but have schools open, at least
partially? What are you doing to upgrade air systems in school buildings? What creative ways are you
considering for moving parts of the educational experience outdoors? Who are you consulting when
doing this research? In what ways do you feel that keeping schools closed is helping? Examine those
thoughts, are they based in fear? We need to be brave, we need to rise to the occasion. This is hard, but
there are ways that school can be in session as safely as possible within these circumstances. There are
procedures, practices. Several months of data is there from other districts around the country and the
world. Look at it. Re-evaluate this. At the end | have copy-pasted an article about Rhode Island, and will
include other links.

Regards,

Emily Dayton

Eugene, OR
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&be New Work Eimes

Coronavirus
Schools Briefing

October 9, 2020

Covering the seismic changes to U.S. education, from preschool to K-12 to
universities, that are taking place during the coronavirus pandemic.

(Please forward this email to friends, or let them know they can sign up here.)

By Amelia Nierenberg

Writer, Newsletters

For today’s edition, we’re taking an in-depth look at how the country’s smallest
state handled reopening.

Physical education class at LaPerche Elementary School in Smithfield, R.I., has been reorganized
around no-contact sports.David Degner for The New York Times

How Rhode Island did it

This year, some things look different at Raymond C. LaPerche Elementary
School, in Smithfield, R.I. At recess, students play tag with pool noodles to stay
sufficiently distanced and four square is a no-go (everyone touches the ball).
Groups of friends eat lunch together, though they’re six feet apart. And students
coordinate colorful masks with outfits and sneakers.

“The governor said we’re going back, so we’ve gone back,” said Julie Dorsey, the
school’s principal, keeping one eye on a fidgety fifth-grade class at lunch. “We
knew we had to be ready.”

Across the state, a majority of students are back in classrooms at least part time,
in both public and private schools. In class, masks are mandatory. While many
other states have left reopening plans up to individual districts, Rhode Island
has centralized its approach.
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Early on, Gov. Gina Raimondo put public and private schools on a single
calendar to simplify reopening. She opened 14 rapid testing locations exclusively
for students and teaching staff, and set up a statewide contact tracing system just
for schools.

“These districts aren’t going to be able to do it on their own,” she told The Times.
“I have studied the failure of the federal government to lead in this crisis, and I
didn’t want that to happen to our cities and towns.”

The governor said she had to weigh risks of infection against permanent gaps in
education.

“Is there a risk of spreading the virus by sending kids to school? Yes, obviously,
of course,” she said. “But if we work hard enough, we can mitigate that risk
substantially.”

Julie Dorsey, the principal at Raymond C. LaPerche Elementary School, takes a student’s
temperature. For most of her students, masks are now second nature.David Degner for The New York
Times

“The risk of children being left behind academically, mentally and potentially
permanently is 100 percent certain,” she added. “This is the front lines of equity.
Who do you think is going to be left behind and permanently hurt by this?”

Rhode Island, the smallest state, is also one of the most densely populated; you
can get anywhere by car in about an hour. Although its size may have made
centralization easier, officials say it’s a scalable model for other states
nationwide.

“This is a pandemic that has made clear that no one entity can do this alone,”
said Nicole Alexander-Scott, the director of the state’s Department of Health.
“It’s a whole of government approach.”

Early on in the pandemic Governor Raimondo called in the state’s National Guard

to assist with school testing and logistics.

“You can leverage resources,” said Harrison Peters, Providence’s superintendent,
speaking of the centralization. “What I like, too, is the purchasing power. When
you go to get P.P.E. and you say: ‘Hey, we’ve got 24,000 kids,’ versus ‘Hey, I've
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got a state of about 200,000 kids,’ that’s going to put you at the beginning of the
line.”

The Guard is also helping to run a 24/7 crisis command center, an operations hub

that plans school walk-throughs, deploys substitute nurses and coordinates the
statewide response. Phones ring regularly with questions and concerns from
administrators, while staff members also plan for the future. So far, they’ve
fielded over 260 calls and made over 45 visits.

The state’s reopening hasn’t been totally flawless: The North Providence

superintendent said the state failed to promptly notify the school district after two
students tested positive. (The state disputed this claim.) Either way, a high school

temporarily switched to remote learning after the cases.

Not everyone has embraced the governor’s plan. Some districts, concerned about

aged ventilation systems, delayed the return to in-person learning. Teachers in

Providence protested against the reopening in September.

In a briefing on Wednesday, Governor Raimondo said the state has seen positive

cases in 95 schools since reopening, with 69 having only one case. About 6,000
students and staff members have been tested through the state's designated
PreK-12 testing system, with a 2 percent positivity rate — almost half of which
were for students and teachers who had not set foot in a classroom.

“That means in all of those schools, the system is working,” she said. “The testing
is working. The contact tracing is working. We haven’t seen outbreaks. If and
when we do, we will handle them.”

Desks at LaPerche are spaced out, instead of the table groupings students may have had last
year.David Degner for The New York Times

On the second day of school, several administrators at the Anthony Carnevale
Elementary School, in Providence, had to quarantine. Within hours, the state’s
rapid response team stepped in, hearing teachers’ complaints, beefing up
cleaning protocols and fine-tuning the plan.

“Because we had those conversations, we had the protocol and the procedures in
place, my team knew what to do,” said Sindy Giard, the school’s principal.
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“When something like this happens, you have to review your plan and tweak it a
little bit.”

Dorsey, the principal in Smithfield, regularly refers to an exhaustive protocol
guide that the state put out to help educators think through possible scenarios.
“The protocols are awesome,” she said. “Anytime I'm like, ‘What kind of sign am
I supposed to have in the bathrooms?’ I just look it up.”

Administrators and health officials say the ultimate success of Rhode Island’s
plan isn’t about avoiding coronavirus cases altogether — that’s just not realistic
— but about how the system handles them.

“It’s definitely a when. I know that. We know that,” Dorsey said. “Having the
first adult isolated case really showed me the process. It was like: ‘OK. We
figured that one out. Now we’ll move on to the next one.”

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/10/is-the-slow-approach-to-reopening-schools-
failing-kids/
https://www.insider.com/emily-oster-school-infections-low-in-areas-with-rampant-coronavirus-
2020-10
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-10-14/preschools-and-daycares-dont-appear-
to-drive-coronavirus-infections-new-national-study-shows

https://www.npr.org/2020/10/10/921699487/the-big-experiment-alaska-school-district-returns-to-classrooms

https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2020/10/opinion-oregons-strict-school-reopening-guidelines-put-covid-19-burden-on-

kids.html
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From: Erik Harper

To: StateBoard Public Email
Subject: REOPEN SCHOOLS NOW!
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 10:51:31 AM

No scientific evidence is actually being used to inform these draconian lockdown policies and
more harm is coming from them than good. Kids are the lowest of the lowest risk pool with
this virus, so it is time to reopen schools.

Do the right thing. History will judge your actions.

Erik Harper
Note: This email address is not linked to a mobile device.

151


mailto:eriklharper@gmail.com
mailto:StateBoard.PublicEmail@ode.state.or.us

From: frankiepedraza@yahoo.com

To: governor@maine.gov; tammy.warner@riopc.edu; Lynn.Owens@riopc.edu; rcavallaro@ccri.edu;
ana.riley@ride.ri.gov; Legal@ride.ri.gov; angelica.infantegreen@ride.ri.gov; Lynn.Owens@riopc.edu;
dvolkman@pa.gov; nortega@pa.gov; reproebuck@pahouse.net; Wlangerholc@pasen.gov; ra-

stateboardofed@pa.gov; rgoin@passhe.edu; dwilson@passhe.edu; dgreenstein@passhe.edu; tagarcia@pa.gov;
terry@nicwa.org; RODAMAKER Ramona R.; HECC INFO; VELIZ Anthony - STBRD; COLONNA Jerome STBRD;
MARTINEZ-ZAPATA Guadalupe - STBRD; HOWARD Kimberly - STBD; CANNON Ben; banthony@osrhe.edu;
rwhite@osrhe.edu; jhickman@osrhe.edu; aholloway@osrhe.edu; gjohnson@osrhe.edu;
carlisha@impacttulsa.com; kurtbollenbach@gmail.com; estelaokc@gmail.com; Carolyn.Thompson@sde.ok.gov;
Robyn.Miller@sde.ok.gov; Joy.Hofmeister@sde.ok.gov; sdeservicedesk@sde.ok.gov;
Mary.Smith@highered.texas.gov; BoardMember@highered.texas.gov; Commissioner@highered.texas.gov;
sboecarqill@sbcglobal.net; rubencortezfortexas@amail.com; marty@martyrowley.com;
georgina.perez@tea.texas.gov; Aicha.Davis@tea.texas.qgov; jeffrey.cottrill@tea.texas.gov;
commissioner@tea.texas.gov; nderksen@highered.ohio.gov; sdavidson@highered.ohio.gov;
mchavanne@bhighered.ohio.gov; dgatterdam@highered.ohio.gov; lisa.woods@education.ohio.gov;
linda.haycock@education.ohio.gov; laura.kohler@education.ohio.gov; john.richard@education.ohio.gov;
superintendent@education.ohio.gov; jill.louters@ndus.edu; casey.ryan.2@ndus.edu; nicholas.hacker@ndus.edu;
ndus.office@ndus.edu; dpiees@nd.gov; dpiasstsupt@nd.gov; kbaesler@nd.gov; information@dpi.nc.gov;
mark.johnson@nc.dpi.gov; president@northcarolina.edu; regent.brown@nysed.gov; john.dagati@nysed.gov;
legal@nysed.gov; commissioner@nysed.gov; thomas.schawel@state.nm.us; mario.suazo@state.nm.us;
timothy.hand@state.nm.us; gwen.warniment@state.nm.us; gsatedrow@msn.com; ped.helpdesk@state.nm.us;
stephanie.shanklin@oshe.nj. g thomas.hilliard@oshe. n'| gov; lauren.banks@oshe.nj.gov;
colleen.schulz@doe.state.nj.us tateboardofflce doe.nj.gov; kevin.dehmer@doe.nj.gov;
karyl.martin@usnh.edu; odd.leach@usnh.ed u; bridget.pare@doe.nh.gov; christine.brennan@doe.nh.gov;
christopher.bond@doe.nh.gov; info@doe.nh.gov; frank.edelblut@doe.nh.gov; chancellor@nevada.edu;
jreynolds@nshe.nevada.edu; nmackinnon@nshe.nevada.edu; cabba@nshe.nevada.edu; acthibault@doe.nv.gov;
ndeinfo@doe.nv.gov; gaspen@anequim.net; Ipvb4561@gmail.com; kathleen.fimple@nebraska.gov;
cory.epler@nebraska.gov; deborah.frison@nebraska.gov; matt.blomstedt@nebraska.gov; cmiller@montana.edu;
aunsworth@montana.edu; tmoseman@mt.gov; julia.swingley@mt.gov; dylan.klapmeier@mt.gov;
elsie.arntzen@mt.gov; tracy.hinds@dese.mo.gov; commissioner@dese.mo.gov; kari.monsees@dese.mo.gov;
communications@dese.mo.gov; board@ihl.state.ms.us; guestions@ihl.state.ms.us; azhang@mde.k12.org;
rellis@mdek12.org; weole@mdek12.org; jia.mikuls@state.mn.us; winnie.sullivan@state.mn.us;
info.ohe@state.mn.us; anthony.kinkel@state.mn.us; daron.korte@state.mn.us; heather.mueller@state.mn.us;
mde.commissioner@state mn.us; mde. contactus@state mn.us golzynskld@mlchlgan gov;
ackleym@michigan.gov; chnelderm@mlchlgan.go ; cemG@mlchlgan.go ; awisneski@dhe.mass.edu;
cpapanikolaou@dhe.mass.edu; equiroz@dhe.mass.edu; jwulfson@doe.mass.edu; jriley@doe.mass.edu;
boe@doe.mass.edu; trish.mccown@maryland.gov; jennifer.katz@maryland.gov; carol.williamson@maryland.gov;
karen.salmon@maryland.gov; educationplan.msde@maryland.gov; mharrismsbe@yahoo.com;
ault@melmacfoundation.org; knappjanes09@gmail.com; jlapoint@maine.rr.com; chelsey.a.fortin@maine.gov;
jonathan.j.shapiro@maine. go v; daniel.chuhta@maine.gov; commish.doe@maine.gov

Cc: beverly.emo dpi.nc.gov; Kimberly.bright@riopc.edu; joshua.flanagan@ride.ri.qov;
Angela.Teixeira@rlde.rl.g ; alehman@passhe.edu; enriguef@clackamas.edu; THOMAS Kyle; SCURLOCK Jennifer
- STBRD; WHEELER Bridgett - STBRD; dblanke@osrhe.edu; dcasey@osrhe.edu; brian.bobek@bp.com;
Terrie.Cheadle@sde.ok.gov; Phil.Bacharach@sde.ok.gov; Nichole.Bunker-Henderson@highered.texas.gov;
sboesupport@tea.texas.gov; smelton51@gmail.com; gcates@highered.ohio.gov;
charlotte.mcquire@education.ohio.gov; danita.bye@ndus.edu; joe.maimone@dpi.nc.gov;
mark.chisholm@state.nm.us; regent.tilles@nysed.gov; aaron.baldwin@nysed.gov; jessica.nixon@maine.gov;
katarina.sandoval@state.nm.us; hasani.carter@oshe.nj.gov; dodi.price@doe.nj.gov; tia.miller@usnh.edu;
rdavis@nshe.nevada.edu; jloftis@doe.nv.gov; bernthaljohn@gmail.com; brian.halstead@nebraska.gov;
pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov; jweltman@montana.edu; hmook2@mt.gov; jenifer.cline@mt.gov;
timothy.johnson@mt.gov; info@dhewd.mo.gov; sarah.madden@dese.mo.gov; omar.jamil@mdek12.org;
cwright@mdek12.org; thomas.sanford@state.mn.us; bobbie.burnham@state.mn.us;
mde.govrelations@state.mn.us; Iess@mlchlgan.go ; jstewart@doe.mass.edu; emily.dow@maryland.gov;
amalie.brandenburg@maryland.gov; pgeiger523@gamail.com

Subject: Re: About Opening Up Schools In The Fall (Urgent!)

Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 7:26:24 PM

What | have to say is listed below. Thank you.
On Sunday, September 20, 2020, 09:01:49 PM CDT, <frankiepedraza@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear School Officials,

| believe schools should NOT open up to students in the fall due to the risk of the coronavirus.
Students aren't going to social distance and wear masks. It is going to be hard to police if schools do
enforce mask wearing and social distancing. WHY RISK STUDENTS GETTING SICK DUE TO
TRUMP'S DISREGARD FOR THE CORONAVIRUS??!! Teachers could get sick as well. How are
they going to teach if that happens?
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