
Board of Education Regular Meeting

SEM School Library
205 E 5th Avenue
Sumner, NE 68878

Monday, August 11, 2025 7:30 PM

 

Mrs. Jennifer Anderson:   Present   

Mr. Kirby Burden:   Present   

Cynthia Burman:   Present   

Mr. Matthew Hothem:   Present   

Mrs. Laura Robbins:   Present   

Audrey Schipporeit:   Present   

 

1. Declaration of Intend – Open Meetings Act

2. Call to Order

2.1. Pledge of Allegiance

2.2. Roll Call of Members

2.3. Recognition of Public Wishing to Speak

3. Consent Agenda

Motion for consent agenda approved Passed with a motion by Mr. Matthew Hothem and a 
second by Mrs. Laura Robbins. 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0



3.1. Approval of Minutes

Motion for approval of minutes approved Passed with a motion by Mr. Matthew Hothem and 
a second by Mrs. Laura Robbins. 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0

3.2. Approval of the Monthly bills, Claims and Payroll

3.3. Approval of Treasurer’s Report and Budget Report.

3.4. Set the next regular board meeting for September 8, 2025 at 8:00 pm in the school 
library. The current agendas will be available for public inspection in the office of the 
Superintendent.

We will also be having our Budget Hearing starting at 7:30 pm with the Tax request hearing 
following right after at 7:45 pm.

4. Student Presentation of Work release program.

Isaac Oneill can in and presented his plan for the work release program for senior students

5. Administrative Report

5.1. Principal's Report

5.2. Superintendent's Report

6. Board of Education Subcommittee Report(s)

7. Business Items

7.1. Approval of Teaching Contract for the 2025-2026 school year for Brent Swift.

Motion to approve Brent Swift contract approved Passed with a motion by Audrey 
Schipporeit and a second by Cynthia Burman. 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0

7.2. Approval of Teaching Contract for the 2025-2026 school year for Christian Gutierrez.

Motion to approve Christian Gutierrez contract approved Passed with a motion by Audrey 
Schipporeit and a second by Cynthia Burman. 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0

7.3. General Fund Transfer to Depreciation

8. Adjourn



Motion to adjourn at 8:07p.m. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Anderson and a second 
by Mrs. Laura Robbins. 

Yea: 6, Nay: 0

























August Board Meeting 
 

Custodians have done a fantastic job this summer of getting the school updated and 
ready for the new school year.  Thank you Aaron, Luke, Crystal, Brianna, Marsha and 
the boys for all of your hard work. 
 
Mr. Wright and myself attended Administrator Days in Kearney on July 23rd - 25th. We 
were able to listen to a lot of great speakers from across the country on various topics 
pertaining to Education.  We also attended many breakout sessions with great 
information about school law, various new policies, evaluating teachers, safety in 
schools, addressing chronic absenteeism, educator certification, NSCAS updates, 
school mental health, just to name a few.  With all the administrators from across the 
state at this we were able to do some great networking and discuss topics that we all 
are facing in our school districts.   
 
Summer has flown by and we have started back up with teacher workdays today and 
also on Tuesday with CPR and bus training, as well as time for teachers to get their 
rooms ready.    
 
Students will come on Wednesday.  School starts at 8:00 and goes to 1:45 for the rest 
of the week.  During these first 3 days of school we will be practicing our emergency 
plans, fire, tornado, lockdown, bus evacuation,  etc so that the students are familiar with 
them.    
 
Conditioning for the fall sports started on Monday the 4th. 
Fall sports practice started today, Aug. 11th 
 
We will be double checking to make sure all athletes have a physical and that all 
paperwork is turned in.  
 
We will be doing our Fall MAPS testing next week 
 
The Parent/Coaches meeting was scheduled for today at 6:30 for parents that have 
students in fall sports. 
 
I am beyond excited to start the 2025-2026 school year. It is going to be a great year.    



 
 

Ben Wright  

Superintendent 

August 11, 2025 

 

August Board Report 

 

1) Financial Report 

 

Currently waiting on County evaluations to make final tweaks on the budget as we are 

sitting pretty well. We moved some funds from General to the Nutrition fund to make 

sure we have a better balance at the end of the fiscal year.   

 

2) Transportation, Buildings, and Grounds 

 

We have completed all of the projects to get the school ready for the start of the school 

year. The sink hole is looking like it came from an outside source which I will update you 

all on during the meeting. Windows should be installed as of today the 11th for the school 

year which is scheduled to be completed on the August 8th into the 9th.   

 

Security cameras are on pace to be completed prior to the school year starting  

 

3) Board Policy  

 

Some of the policies have been updated to the correct ones on SPARQ but still working 

on getting them all transferred over and organized. I will also be creating a folder on the 

computer to have a better access to them. 

  

 

4) Other 

 

  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions!  

 

Thanks! 
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