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Becky Anderson: Present
Chris Booth: Absent
Trent Leichleiter: Present
Mandyn Pruess: ~ Present
Burt Rogers: Present
Bill Skinner: Absent
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1. Call the meeting to order

2. Open Meetings Law

3.Roll Call

4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes

4.2. Approval of General Fund Bills

4.3. Approval of Board Member Absence
5. Treasurer’s report

6. Recognition of Students and Staff

7. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comment
8. ACTION ITEMS

8.1. Approve policies 3570, 4003, 5401 and 5101

8.2. Approved elementary and secondary handbooks without changes for the 2018-2019
school year.

8.3. Approve breakfast/lunch prices for the 2018-19 school year.

8.4. Approve milk price for the 2018-2019 school year at .30 cents.

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS

9.1. Discuss polices 5402, 5403, 5418, 6212

9.2. Discuss possible dates for board workshops with Nebraska Schools Boards Association
10. Principal Reports

10.1. Elementary Principal

10.2. Secondary Principal



11.

12.

13.

14.

Board Reports
Superintendent Report
Next meeting date and time August 13th at 7:30 PM

Adjournment



Tekamah-Herman Public Schools
112 North 13th Street
Tekamah, NE 68061

Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, June 11, 2018 7:30 PM Central

Becky Anderson: Present
Chris Booth: Present
Trent Leichleiter: Present
Mandyn Pruess: Present
Burt Rogers: Present
Bill Skinner: Present
Present: 6.

1. Call the meeting to order
2. Open Meetings Law
3. Roll Call

4. Consent Agenda
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda including the May 14th minutes and the current
claims Passed with a motion by Trent Leichleiter and a second by Chris Booth.
Becky Anderson: Yea, Chris Booth: Yea, Trent Leichleiter: Yea, Mandyn Pruess: Yea, Burt
Rogers: Yea, Bill Skinner: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Approval of General Fund Bills
4.3. Approval of Board Member Absence

5. Treasurer’s report
Mr. Gross reviewed the April 2018 Treasurer's report with the Board.

6. Recognition of Students and Staff
Mr. Borders recognized Juliet Jensen and the iHelp club for constantly helping with projects in
our school and our community.

7. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comment
There was no public comment.

8. ACTION ITEMS

8.1. Approve ICU Account with Washington County Bank
The motion to approve the ICU Account with Washington County Bank Passed with a
motion by Trent Leichleiter and a second by Chris Booth.
Becky Anderson: Yea, Chris Booth: Yea, Trent Leichleiter: Yea, Mandyn Pruess: Yea,
Burt Rogers: Yea, Bill Skinner: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0



The Board met with representatives from Washington County Bank regarding setting up an
ICU account. The account would allow the opportunity for the District to earn a higher rate of
interest and more security on a savings account. The Board agreed this was a no-brainer, and
advised Mr. Gross to sign the paperwork to begin the process of transferring the District's
General Savings account to an ICU account.

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS

9.1. Discuss Policies 3570, 4003, 5401 and 5101.

Mr Gross informed the Baord of new Policies the Board should consider. The policy updates
align with current law practices. The following Policies will be presented as action items at the
next regular Board meeting. Policy 3570 regarding Title I Funds, Policy 4003 regarding
Employee Anti discrimination, Policy 5101 regarding Student Discipline Policy, and Policy
5401 regarding Equal Opportunity.

9.2. Discuss TeamMates Program
The motion to approve a Teammates Program at Tekamah-Herman Schools Passed with a
motion by Bill Skinner and a second by Trent Leichleiter.
Becky Anderson: Yea, Chris Booth: Yea, Trent Leichleiter: Yea, Mandyn Pruess: Yea,
Burt Rogers: Yea, Bill Skinner: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0
Mr. Gross presented the Board with the idea of starting a Teammates program within our
District. The need is there, and there is a lot of people in our system that are familiar with the
program. The first step is Board approval. The District be in search of an advisory Board once
our application is approved.

9.3. Discuss Board Goals Discussed At The Board Workshop

The Board recently met to discuss goals and facility needs at a recent workshop held. Marcia
Herring with NASB guided the Board through the process helping them organize their
thoughts and get goals down on paper. Herring typed up the meeting results and recently
shared them with the Baord. The Board asked Mr. Gross to post the document on the District's
website.

10. Principal Reports

10.1. Elementary Principal

Mr. Kreifels reported it is his last Board meeting and finished things out with comments of
praise about the our new Elementary Principal. The Board thanked Kreifels for everything he
has accomplished.

10.2. Secondary Principal
Mr. Borders reported 34 Summer school students are underway taking credit recovery classes.

11. Board Reports
The Building committee reported on the locker room progress and the effort they are putting into
looking for additional property that may benefit the District.

12. Superintendent Report
Mr. Gross reported that he is still contacting the track contractor weekly. There is drainage and
dirt work that needs to be done before the new surface is installed. The roof of the 1931 building



will begin on June 14th. Summer work has begun, state reporting is almost complete, and in the
next few days, we will work on filling staff needs ordering and begin the budget process.

13. Next meeting date and time: July 9, 2018 at 7:30

14. Adjournment
The motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 p.m. Passed with a motion by Trent Leichleiter
and a second by Becky Anderson.
Becky Anderson: Yea, Chris Booth: Yea, Trent Leichleiter: Yea, Mandyn Pruess: Yea, Burt
Rogers: Yea, Bill Skinner: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0



Tekamah-Herman Public Schools
07/09/2018 2:11 PM
Vendor Name

Alldata

Allison Electric

American Broadband Clec
BEHAVEN KIDS

BLICK ART MATERIALS

Bomgaars Supply, Inc.
BOTTGER, JOHNNIE

Braniff Service

Cannon

Cass Plumbing

CCS Presentation Systems

CDW Government, Inc.

Cengage Learning

CENTERPOINT ENERGY SERVICES
CENTURYLINK

City Of Tekamah

COMPUTERS ETC

Cubby's, Inc.

Dietze Music House, Inc.
DOLLAR GENERAL

ECO STYLE

Educational Service Unit #10
EDUTYPING

ESU #2

ESU #3

ESU #5

First National Bank Northeast
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OMAHA
Flinn Scientific, Inc
FREYSCIENTIFIC

HIGGINS, JULIE

HOLIDAY INN

Holmquist Lumber Inc

J.W. Pepper & Son, Inc.
KAPLAN EARLY LEARNING COMPANY
KSB SCHOOL LAW, PC LLO

Learn 2 Move

LEE AGRI-MEDIA

Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc
Menards

Midwest Technology Products
Moore Medical

Nasco

NDE Early Childhood Training
NE Council School Administrators
Nebraska Public Power
Nebraska Rural Community School
NORTHWEST EVALUATION ASSOCIATION
Office Systems Co.

OPPD

PALOS SPORTS INC
Paxton/Patterson LLC

Payflex Systems USA, Inc.
Penn State Industries
PYRAMID SCHOOL PRODUCTS

Vendor Description

Repair series
Supplies
Telephone

Art Supplies
Supplies
REIMBURSEMENT
Service

Lease Payment
Repairs
Technology
Supplies
Supplies

Fuel

SERVICE

Water/Sewer/Compactor

Supplies

Fuel

Music Supplies
SUPPLIES

WEBSITE

Annual Maintenance
TYPING LICENSE
Service

Service
Contracted Service
Security Box Rent
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies

Service

ROOM FEE
Supplies

Music Supplies
SPED SUPPLIES
Legal

Services
Printing
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies

Health Supplies
Supplies
Training
Registration
Electricity
Membership
TESTING SUPPLIES
Maintenance
Electricity
SUPPLIES
Equipment

Fees

Shop Supplies
Supplies

QUALITY PRINTING & OFFICE SUPPLIESFURNITURE

RAND MCNALLY

SUPPLIES

Amount

975.
1,314.
590.
12,115.
212.
324.
27.
561.
660.
135.
6,270.
155.
6,794.
958.
943.
914.
23,
301.
5,519.
139.
200.
1,548.
759.
38,612.
3,726.
30.
530.
.21
742,
.25
434,
102.
111.
108.
40.
85.
694.
.24
77.
782.
1,722.
146.
509.
20.
335.
4,000.
850.
3,387.
1,572.
136.
977.
443,
200.
.25
2,059.
747.
310.

3,394

25

338

308

00
69
02
60
65
89
15
46
00
07
00
12
10
56
67
50
10
83
10
25
00
19
24
60
09
00
00

60

64
95
92
73
19
50
80

51
55
38
70
70
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
92
34
00

73
98
00



rSchoolToday (DWC)

School Specialty, Inc.
SCHOOLMART

Schroeder, Terry

Shamburg Auto Supply, Inc.
Software Unlimited Inc
SPORTSGRAPHICS

STAPLES ADVANTAGE

State Of Ne HHS Laboratory
STEWART SIGNS

Student Assurance Services
Supplyworks

TREND ENTERPRISES INC
Verizon Wireless

WALTER LYDICK

West Point Public Schools
WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN, INC
Woodhouse Ford-Chrysler

Activity Scheduler
Supplies

SUPPLIES

Water Testing
Parts

Service

GYM MATS

Supplies

Service

SUPPLIES

Catastrophic Accident Ins.

Materials
SUPPLIES
Telephone
Service

OT Services
Lease Payment

Bus Parts

250.
208.
286.
120.
118.
5,150.
3,723.
730.
.00
1,220.
804.
418.
47.
78.
2,000.
424 .
2,076.
.23

22

500

$127,186.

00
14
24
00
86
00
00
82

00
50
40
88
51
00
00
80

85



May-18

CASH ON HAND $ 4,741,084.46
GENERAL REIMBURSEMENT FUND $ 3,891.19
CASH BALANCE $4,744,975.65
BURT COUNTY TAXES $ 338,899.84
WASH COUNTY TAXES $ 82,698.39
INTEREST $ 431.88
SPECIAL ED PROGRAMS $ 45,382.00
STATE AID $ 5,374.00
NON REVENUE RECEIPTS $ 1,758.81
May-18
T. REVENUE 474,544.92
$5,219,520.57
DISTRIBUTION:
PAYROLL $ 490,843.02
EXPENDITURES $ 78,251.43

T. EXPENDITURES

569094.45

BALANCE ON HAND 5/31/2018

$4,650,426.12

PERCENTAGE OF BUDGET SPENT AS OF 05/30/2017

64%

PERCENTAGE OF BUDGET SPENT AS OF 05/31/2018

62%




Article 3 BUSINESS OPERATIONS Policy No. 3570

Business Operations

ESSA

It is the policy of the District to comply with the Every Student Succeeds Act (“ESSA”) and
federal grant programs in which the District participates.

1.

Authority to Sign Applications. The Superintendent is authorized to sign applications for
any of the ESSA formula grants on behalf of the District and may delegate such authority
to other administrators in the Superintendent’s discretion. The Superintendent shall
submit such applications as determined appropriate so long as acceptance of the funds
does not include conditions contrary to the policies of the Board of Education.

Supplement not Supplant. Federal funds shall be used to supplement, not supplant the
amount of funds or services available from non-federal sources, in compliance with the
requirements of federal law. ESSA funds shall not be used to provide services otherwise
required by law to be made available.

Equitable Allocation. Federal funds shall be used in a manner to ensure equitable
allocation of resources. Staff are to be assigned and curriculum materials and
instructional supplies are to be distributed to the schools in such a way that equivalence
of personnel and materials is ensured among the schools in compliance with the
requirements of federal law.

Maintenance of Effort. The District shall maintain fiscal effort related to ESSA programs
in compliance with the requirements of federal law.

Resources. The procurement of resources related to the ESSA programs, including
contracts and purchase or service agreements for such program, shall be in accordance
with the District’s written procedures for purchasing and contracting. Purchase orders
and invoices shall indicate an appropriate record of expenditures. All equipment
purchased with federal funds, including those used in nonpublic and other facilities, shall
be appropriately identified, inventoried, and when no longer useful to the program,
properly disposed. Resources such as staff, materials and equipment funded by Title I and
IDEA shall be used only for children participating in the program.

Maintenance of Records. Records of all federal financial and program information shall
be kept for a minimum of 5 years after the start date of the project.

Identification of Eligible Children. The Superintendent and the designees shall implement
an appropriate process to identify children eligible for services provided under federal
programs.
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Article 3 BUSINESS OPERATIONS Policy No. 3570

10.

11.

12.

13.

Coordination of Services. Title I and IDEA services shall be coordinated and integrated
with the regular classroom, with other agencies providing services and with other federal,
state and local programs.

Standards and Expectations. Students receiving services in Title I are held to the same
standards and expectations as all other students.

Assessments. Students receiving services in Title I are assessed with the regular
population without accommodations.

Parents Right to Know. At the beginning of each school year, if the District receives
Title I funding, the District shall notify the parents of each student attending any school
receiving Title I funds that the parents may request, and the District will provide the
parents on request (and in a timely manner), information regarding the professional
qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers, including at a minimum, the following:
(A) Whether the student’s teacher—

(1) has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas
in which the teacher provides instruction;

(i1) is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; and

(i11) is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher.

(B) Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their
qualifications.

Testing Opt-Out. At the beginning of each school year, if the District receives Title I
funding, the District shall notify the parents of each student attending any school
receiving Title I funds that the parents may request, and the District will provide the
parents on request (and in a timely manner), information regarding any State or District
policy regarding student participation in any State or District assessments, including the
District’s policy and procedure on the parental right to opt the child out of such
assessment(s). The District shall also make widely available through public means
(including by posting in a clear and easily accessible manner on the District’s website)
information on each State or District assessment, including:

(A) the subject matter assessed;

(B) the purpose for which the assessment is designed and used;

(C) the source of the requirement for the assessment;

(D) the amount of time students will spend taking the assessment, and the schedule for
the assessment; and

(E) the time and format for disseminating results.

Language Instruction Programs. At the beginning of each school year, if the District
receives Title I funding, the District will implement an effective means of outreach to
parents of English learners to inform the parents regarding how the parents can—

(A) be involved in the education of their children; and

(B) be active participants in assisting their children to—

(1) attain English proficiency;
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Article 3 BUSINESS OPERATIONS Policy No. 3570

(i1) achieve at high levels within a well-rounded education; and
(ii1) meet the challenging State academic standards expected of all students.

The District will also inform parents of an English learner identified student of opportunities to
participate in various school programs, as set forth in ESSA.

14. Other Requirements. The Superintendent shall take or cause other staff to take such
action as required by law for the District to maintain compliance with ESSA and specific
ESSA grant programs in which the District participates.

15. Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension and Ineligibility. The District will
endeavor to ensure that all contracts and purchase orders reimbursed using federal funds
will include the following ““suspension and disbarment” language:

To the best of its knowledge and belief, the contractor or any of its
principals are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for
debarment or otherwise declared ineligible for the award of
contracts by any Federal agency by the inclusion of the contractor
or its principals in the current “LIST OF PARTIES EXCLUDED
FROM FEDERAL PROCUREMENT OR NONPROCUREMENT
PROGRAMS” published by the U.S. General Services
Administration Office of Acquisition Policy.

The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate
written notice to the District if at any time the prospective lower
tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous when
submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed
circumstances. Should the prospective lower tier participant enter
into a covered transaction with another person at the next lower
tier, the prospective lower tier participant agrees by accepting this
agreement that it will verify that the person with whom it intends
to do business is not excluded or disqualified.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, all persons or entities contracting with the District
with any reimbursement using federal funds shall be bound by this certification and shall fully
abide by and comply with the same.

Legal Reference: ESSA

Date of Adoption: [July, 2018]
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Article 4 EMPLOYEES Policy No. 4003

Personnel - All Emplovees (& Students)

Anti-discrimination, Anti-harassment, and Anti-retaliation

A. Elimination of Discrimination.

The [Name] Public Schools hereby gives this statement of compliance and intends to comply
with all state and federal laws prohibiting discrimination. This school district intends to take any
necessary measures to assure compliance with such laws against any prohibited form of
discrimination.

The Tekamah-Herman Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race,
color, religion, veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth
or related medical condition, or other protected status in its programs and activities and provides
equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Reasonable accommodations
will be provided to employees with disabilities and to those who are pregnant, have given birth,
or have a related medical condition, as required by law. The following persons have been
designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

Students: Dan Gross, Superintendent, 112 North 13" Street, Tekamah, NE 68061 (402) 374-
2157 (dgross@esu2.org).

Employees and Others: Dan Gross, Superintendent, 112 North 13" Street, Tekamah, NE
68061 (402) 374-2157 (dgross@esu2.org).

Complaints or concerns involving discrimination or needs for accommodation or access should
be addressed to the appropriate Coordinator. For further information about anti-discrimination
laws and regulations, or to file a complaint of discrimination with the Office of Civil Rights in
the U.S. Department of Education (OCR), please contact the OCR at One Petticoat Lane, 1010
Walnut Street, 3™ Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City, Missouri 64106, (816) 268-0550 (voice), Fax
(816) 268-0599, (800) 877-8339 (telecommunications device for the deaf), or
ocr.kansascity@ed.gov.

B. Prohibited Harassment, Discrimination, and Retaliation of Employees, Students and
Others.

1. Purpose:
The Tekamah Herman Public Schools is committed to offering employment and

educational opportunities to its employees and students in a climate free of
discrimination. Accordingly, unlawful discrimination, harassment or retaliation of any
kind by District employees, including, co-workers, non-employees (such as volunteers),
third parties, and others is strictly prohibited and will not be tolerated.

Harassment is a form of discrimination and includes verbal, non-verbal, written, graphic,
or physical conduct relating to a person's sex, disability, race, color, religion, veteran
status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related
medical condition, or other protected status, that is sufficiently serious to deny, interfere
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Article 4

EMPLOYEES Policy No. 4003

with, or limit a person's ability to participate in or benefit from an educational or work
program or activity, including, but not limited to:

a.

b.

Conduct that is sufficiently severe or pervasive to create an intimidating,
hostile, or abusive educational or work environment, or

Requiring an individual to endure the offensive conduct as a condition of
continued employment or educational programs or activities, including the
receipt of aids, benefits, and services.

Educational programs and activities include all academic, educational, extracurricular,
athletic, and other programs of the school, whether those programs take place in a
school's facilities, on a school bus, at a class or training program sponsored by the school
at another location, or elsewhere.

Discriminatory harassment because of a person's sex, disability, race, color, religion,
veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or
related medical condition, or other protected status, may include, but is not limited to:

a.

TrEQ@ e oo o

Name-calling,

Teasing or taunting,

Insults, slurs, or derogatory names or remarks,

Demeaning jokes,

Inappropriate gestures,

Graffiti or inappropriate written or electronic material,

Visual displays, such as cartoons, posters, or electronic images,
Threats or intimidating or hostile conduct,

Physical acts of aggression, assault, or violence, or

Criminal offenses

The following examples are additional or more specific examples of conduct that may
constitute sexual harassment:

a.
b.
C.

Unwelcome sexual advances or propositions,

Requests or pressure for sexual favors,

Comments about an individual’s body, sexual activity, or sexual
attractiveness,

Physical contact or touching of a sexual nature, including touching
intimate body parts and inappropriate patting, pinching, rubbing, or
brushing against another's body,

Physical sexual acts of aggression, assault, or violence, including criminal
offenses (such as rape, sexual assault or battery, and sexually motivated
stalking), against a person’s will or where a person is incapable of giving
consent due to the victim’s age, intellectual disability, or use of drugs or
alcohol,

Requiring sexual favors or contact in exchange for aids, benefits, or
services, such as grades, awards, privileges, promotions, etc., or
Gender-based harassment; acts of verbal, nonverbal, written, graphic, or
physical conduct based on sex or sex-stereotyping, but not involving
conduct of a sexual nature.
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Article 4 EMPLOYEES Policy No. 4003

If the District knows or reasonably should know about possible harassment, including
violence, the District will conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, thorough, and impartial
investigation to determine whether unlawful harassment occurred (see section entitled
“Grievance Procedures,” below), and take appropriate interim measures, if necessary. If
the District determines that unlawful harassment occurred, the District will take prompt
and effective action to eliminate the harassment, prevent its recurrence, and remedy its
effects, if appropriate. If harassment or violence that occurs off school property creates a
hostile environment at school, the District will follow this policy and grievance
procedure, within the scope of its authority.

All District employees are expected to take prompt and appropriate actions to report and
prevent discrimination, harassment, and retaliation by others. Employees who witness or
become aware of possible discrimination, including harassment and retaliation, must
immediately report the conduct to his or her supervisor or the compliance coordinator
designated to handle complaints of discrimination (designated compliance coordinator).

2. Anti-retaliation:

The District prohibits retaliation, intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination against
any person for opposing discrimination, including harassment, or for participating in the
District's discrimination complaint process or making a complaint, testifying, assisting, or
participating in any manner, in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing. Retaliation is a
form of discrimination.

The District will take immediate steps to stop retaliation and prevent its recurrence
against the alleged victim and any person associated with the alleged victim. These steps
will include, but are not limited to, notifying students, employees, and others, that they
are protected from retaliation, ensuring that they know how to report future complaints,
and initiating follow-up contact with the complainant to determine if any additional acts
of discrimination, harassment, or retaliation have occurred. If retaliation occurs, the
District will take prompt and strong responsive action, including possible discipline,
including expulsion or termination, if applicable.

3. Grievance (or Complaint) Procedures:

Employees or students should initially report all instances of discrimination, harassment
or retaliation to their immediate supervisor or teacher or to the compliance coordinator
designated to handle complaints of discrimination. If the employee or student is
uncomfortable in presenting the problem to the supervisor or teacher, or if the supervisor
or teacher is the problem, the employee or student may report the alleged discrimination,
harassment or retaliation to the designated coordinator, or in the case of students, to
another staff person (such as a counselor or principal).

Other individuals may report alleged discrimination to the designated coordinator. If the
designated coordinator is the person alleged to have committed the discriminatory act,
then the complaint should be submitted to the Superintendent for assignment. A
discrimination complaint form is attached to this grievance procedure and is available in
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Article 4 EMPLOYEES Policy No. 4003

the office of each District building, on the District's website, and from the designated
coordinators.

Under no circumstances will a person filing a complaint or grievance involving
discrimination be retaliated against for filing the complaint or grievance.

i Level 1 (Investigation and Findings):

Once the District receives a grievance, complaint or report alleging discrimination,
harassment, or retaliation, or becomes aware of possible discriminatory conduct, the
District will conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, thorough, and impartial investigation to
determine whether unlawful harassment occurred. If necessary, the District will take
immediate, interim action or measures to protect the alleged victim and prevent further
potential discrimination, harassment, or retaliation during the pending investigation. The
alleged victim will be notified of his or her options to avoid contact with the alleged
harasser, such as changing a class or prohibiting the alleged harasser from having any
contact with the alleged victim pending the result of the District’s investigation. The
District will minimize any burden on the alleged victim when taking interim measures to
protect the alleged victim.

The District will promptly investigate all complaints of discrimination, even if an outside
entity or law enforcement agency is investigating a complaint involving the same facts
and allegations. The District will not wait for the conclusion or outcome of a criminal
investigation or proceeding to begin an investigation required by this grievance
procedure. If the allegation(s) involve possible criminal conduct, the District will notify
the complainant of his or her right to file a criminal complaint, and District employees
will not dissuade the complainant from filing a criminal complaint either during or after
the District’s investigation.

The District will aim to complete its investigation within ten (10) working days after
receiving a complaint or report, unless extenuating circumstances exist. Extenuating
circumstances may include the unavailability of witnesses due to illness or incapacitation,
or additional time needed because of the complexity of the investigation, the need for
outside experts to evaluate the evidence (such as forensic evidence), or multiple
complainants or victims. If extenuating circumstances exist, the extended timeframe to
complete the investigation will not exceed ten (10) additional working days without
the consent of the complainant, unless the alleged victim agrees to a longer timeline.
Periodic status updates will be given to the parties, when appropriate.

The District’s investigation will include, but is not limited to:

a. Providing the parties with the opportunity to present witnesses and provide
evidence.

b. An evaluation of all relevant information and documentation relating to
the alleged discriminatory conduct.

c. For allegations involving harassment, some of the factors the District will

consider include: 1) the nature of the conduct and whether the conduct
was unwelcome, 2) the surrounding circumstances, expectations, and
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Article 4 EMPLOYEES Policy No. 4003

relationships, 3) the degree to which the conduct affected one or more
students' education, 4) the type, frequency, and duration of the conduct, 5)
the identity of and relationship between the alleged harasser and the
suspect or suspects of the harassment, 6) the number of individuals
involved, 7) the age (and sex, if applicable) of the alleged harasser and the
alleged victim(s) of the harassment, 8) the location of the incidents and the
context in which they occurred, 9) the totality of the circumstances, and
10) other relevant evidence.

d. A review of the evidence using a “preponderance of the evidence”
standard (based on the evidence, is it more likely than not that
discrimination, harassment, or retaliation occurred?)

The designated compliance coordinator (or designated investigator) will complete an
investigative report, which will include:

a. A summary of the facts,

b. Findings regarding whether discrimination, harassment or other
inappropriate conduct occurred, and

c. If a finding is made that discrimination, harassment or other inappropriate

conduct occurred, the recommended remedy or remedies necessary to
eliminate such discrimination, harassment or other inappropriate conduct.

If someone other than the designated compliance coordinator conducted the investigation,
the compliance coordinator will review, approve, and sign the investigative report. The
District will ensure that prompt, appropriate, and effective remedies are provided if a
finding of discrimination, harassment, or retaliation is made. The District will maintain
relevant documentation obtained during the investigation and documentation supportive
of the findings and any subsequent determinations, including the investigative report,
witness statements, interview summaries, and any transcripts or audio recordings,
pertaining to the investigative and appeal proceedings.

The District will send concurrently to the parties written notification of the decision
(findings and any remedy) regarding the complaint within one (1) working day after the
investigation is completed. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20
U.S.C. § 11232¢; 34 C.F.R. Part 99, permits the District to disclose relevant information
to a student who was discriminated against or harassed.

ii. Level 2 (Appeal to the Superintendent):

If a party is not satisfied with the findings or remedies (or both) set forth in the decision,
he or she may file an appeal in writing with the Superintendent within five (5) working
days after receiving the decision. The Superintendent will review the appeal and the
investigative documentation and decision, conduct additional investigation, if necessary,
and issue a written determination about the appeal within ten (10) working days after
receiving the appeal. The party who filed the appeal will be sent the Superintendent’s
determination at the time it is issued, and a copy will be sent to the designated
compliance coordinator. [If the Superintendent is the subject of the complaint, the party
will file the appeal directly with the Board.]
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Article 4 EMPLOYEES Policy No. 4003

iii. Level 3 (Appeal to the Board):

If the party is not satisfied with the Superintendent’s determination, he or she may file an
appeal in writing with the Board of Education within five (5) working days after
receiving the Superintendent’s determination. The Board of Education will review the
appeal, the Superintendent’s determination, the investigative documentation and decision,
and allow the party to address the Board at a Board meeting to present his or her appeal.
The party will be allowed to address the Board at the Board’s next regularly scheduled
Board meeting (unless the Board receives the appeal within one week of the next
regularly scheduled Board meeting) or at a time and date agreed to by the Board,
designated compliance officer and the party. The Board will issue a written
determination about the appeal within thirty (30) days after the party addresses the
Board. The party who filed the appeal will be sent the Board’s determination at the time
it is issued, and a copy will be sent to the designated compliance coordinator. The
Board’s determination, and any actions taken, will be final on behalf of the District.

4. Confidentiality:

The identity of the complainant will be kept confidential to the extent permitted by state
and federal law. The District will notify the complainant of the anti-retaliation provisions
of applicable laws and that the District will take steps to prevent retaliation and will take
prompt and strong responsive actions if retaliation occurs.

If a complainant requests confidentiality or asks that the complaint not be pursued, the
District will take all reasonable steps to investigate and respond to the complaint
consistent with the request for confidentiality or the request not to pursue an
investigation, as long as doing so does not prevent the District from responding
effectively to the harassment and preventing harassment of other students. If a
complainant insists that his or her name or other identifiable information not be disclosed
to the alleged perpetrator, the District will inform the complainant that its ability to
respond may be limited. Even if the District cannot take disciplinary action against the
alleged harasser, the District will pursue other steps to limit the effects of the alleged
harassment and prevent its recurrence, if warranted.

5. Training:

The District will ensure that relevant District employees are adequately trained so they
understand and know how to identify acts of discrimination, harassment, and retaliation,
and how to report it to appropriate District officials or employees.

In addition, the District shall ensure that employees designated to address or investigate
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation, including designated compliance
coordinators, receive training to promptly and effectively investigate and respond to
complaints and reports of discrimination, and to know the District's grievance procedures
and the applicable confidentiality requirements.

6. Designated Compliance Coordinators:
Designated compliance coordinators will be responsible for:
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a. Coordinating efforts to comply with anti-discrimination, anti-harassment,
and anti-retaliation laws and regulations.
b. Coordinating and implementing training for students and employees

pertaining to anti-discrimination, anti-harassment and anti-retaliation laws
and regulations, including the training areas listed above.

c. Investigating complaints of discrimination (unless the coordinator
designates other trained individuals to investigate).
d. Monitoring substantiated complaints or reports of discrimination, as

needed (and with the assistance of other District employees, if necessary),
to ensure discrimination or harassment does not recur, and that retaliation
conduct does not occur or recur.

e. Overseeing  discrimination complaints, including identifying and
addressing any patterns or systemic problems, and reporting such patterns
or systemic problems to the Superintendent and the Board of Education.

f. Communicating regularly with the District's law enforcement unit
investigating cases and providing current information to them pertaining
to anti-discrimination, anti-harassment, and anti-retaliation standards and
compliance requirements.

g. Reviewing all evidence in harassment or violence cases brought before the
District's disciplinary committee or administrator to determine whether the
complainants are entitled to a remedy under anti-discrimination laws and
regulations that was not available in the disciplinary process.

h. Ensuring that investigations address whether other students or employees
may have been subjected to discrimination, including harassment and
retaliation.

1. Determining whether District employees with knowledge of allegations of

discrimination, including harassment and retaliation, failed to carry out
their duties in reporting the allegations to the designated compliance
coordinator and responding to the allegations.

] Recommending changes to this policy and grievance procedure.
k. Performing other duties as assigned.
7. Preventive Measures:

The District will publish and widely distribute on an ongoing basis a notice of
nondiscrimination (notice) in electronic and printed formats, including prominently
displaying the notice on the District's website and posting the notice at each building in
the District. The District also will designate an employee to coordinate compliance with
anti-discrimination laws (see Designated Compliance Coordinator section, above, for
further information on compliance coordinator), and widely publish and disseminate this
grievance procedure, including prominently posting it on the District’s website, at each
building in the District, reprinting it in District publications, such as handbooks, and
sending it electronically to members of the school community.

The District also may distribute specific harassment and violence materials (such as

sexual violence), including a summary of the District’s anti-discrimination, anti-
harassment, and anti-retaliation policy and grievance procedure, and a list of victim
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resources, during events such as school assemblies and back to school nights, if recent
incidents or allegations warrant additional education to the school community.

Legal Reference:

Date of Adoption:

Title VI, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, Title VII, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e, Title IX; 20
U.S.C. § 1681, and the Nebraska Fair Employment Practices Act, Neb.
Rev. Stat. §48-1101 et seq.

Age Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA), the Older Workers
Benefit Protection Act (OWBPA), 29 U.S.C. §621 et seq., and the
Nebraska Age Discrimination in Employment Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §48-
1001 et seq.;

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504)

Pregnancy Discrimination Act, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e(k)

Uniform Service Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA),
38 U.S.C. § 4301 et seq.

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-2,115, et seq

July, 2018
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Students

Student Discipline

A.

Development of Uniform Discipline System. It shall be the responsibility of the
Superintendent to develop and maintain a system of uniform discipline. The discipline
which may be imposed includes actions which are determined to be reasonably necessary
to aid the student, to further school purposes, or to prevent interference with the
educational process, such as (without limitation) counseling and warning students, parent
contacts and parent conferences, rearrangement of schedules, requirements that a student
remain in school after regular hours to do additional work, restriction of extracurricular
activity, or requirements that a student receive counseling upon written consent of the
parent or guardian, or in-school suspension. The discipline may also include out-of-
school suspension (short-term or long-term) and expulsion.

1. Short-Term Suspension: Students may be excluded by the Principal or the
Principal’s designee from school or any school function for a period of up to five school
days (short-term suspension) on the following grounds:

a. Conduct that constitutes grounds for expulsion, whether the conduct
occurs on or off school grounds; or
b. Other violations of rules and standards of behavior adopted by the Board

of Education or the administrative or teaching staff of the school, which
occur on or off school grounds, if such conduct interferes with school
purposes or there is a nexus between such conduct and school.

The following process will apply to short-term suspensions:

a. The Principal or the Principal’s designee will make a reasonable
investigation of the facts and circumstances. A short-term suspension will
be made upon a determination that the suspension is necessary to help any
student, to further school purposes, or to prevent an interference with
school purposes.

b. Prior to commencement of the short-term suspension, the student will be
given oral or written notice of the charges against the student. The student
will be advised of what the student is accused of having done, an
explanation of the evidence the authorities have, and be afforded an
opportunity to explain the student's version of the facts.

c. Within 24 hours or such additional time as is reasonably necessary
following the suspension, the Principal or administrator will send a written
statement to the student and the student's parent or guardian describing the
student's conduct, misconduct or violation of the rule or standard and the
reasons for the action taken.

d. An opportunity will be given to the student, and the student's parent or
guardian, to have a conference with the Principal or administrator ordering
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the short-term suspension before or at the time the student returns to
school. The Principal or administrator shall determine who in addition to
the parent or guardian is to attend the conference.

e. A student who on a short-term suspension shall not be permitted to be on
school grounds without the express permission of the Principal.

Long-Term Suspension: A long-term suspension means an exclusion from school
and any school functions for a period of more than five school days but less then
twenty school days. A student who on a long-term suspension shall not be
permitted to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal.
A notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the Principal
recommends a long-term suspension. The notice will include a description of the
procedures for long-term suspension; the procedures will be those set forth in the
Student Discipline Act.

Expulsion:

a. Meaning of Expulsion. Expulsion means exclusion from attendance in all
schools, grounds and activities of or within the system for a period not to
exceed the remainder of the semester in which it took effect unless the
misconduct occurred (a) within ten school days prior to the end of the first
semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect through the
second semester, or (b) within ten school days prior to the end of the
second semester, in which case the expulsion shall remain in effect for
summer school and the first semester of the following school year, or (c)
unless the expulsion is for conduct specified in these rules or in law as
permitting or requiring a longer removal, in which case the expulsion shall
remain in effect for the period specified therein. Such action may be
modified or terminated by the school district at any time during the
expulsion period. A student who has been expelled shall not be permitted
to be on school grounds without the express permission of the Principal. A
notice will be given to the student and the parents/guardian when the
Principal recommends an expulsion. The notice will include a description
of the procedures for expulsion; the procedures will be those set forth in
the Student Discipline Act.

b. Suspensions Pending Hearing. When a notice of intent to discipline a
student by long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment is
filed with the superintendent, the student may be suspended by the
principal until the date the long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory
reassignment takes effect if no hearing is requested or, if a hearing is
requested, the date the hearing examiner makes the report of his or her
findings and a recommendation of the action to be taken to the
superintendent, if the principal determines that the student must be
suspended immediately to prevent or substantially reduce the risk of (a)
interference with an educational function or school purpose or (b) a
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personal injury to the student himself or herself, other students, school
employees, or school volunteers.

Summer Review. Any expulsion that will remain in effect during the first
semester of the following school year will be automatically scheduled for
review before the beginning of the school year in accordance with law.

Alternative Education: Students who are expelled may be provided an
alternative education program that will enable the student to continue
academic work for credit toward graduation. In the event an alternative
education program is not provided, a conference will be held with the
parent, student, the Principal or another school representative assigned by
the Principal, and a representative of a community organization that assists
young people or that is involved with juvenile justice to develop a plan for
the student in accordance with law.

Suspension of Enforcement of an Expulsion: Enforcement of an expulsion
action may be suspended (i.e., “stayed”) for a period of not more than one
full semester in addition to the balance of the semester in which the
expulsion takes effect. As a condition of such suspended action, the
student and parents will be required to sign a discipline agreement.

Students Subject to Juvenile or Court Probation. Prior to the readmission
to school of any student who is less than nineteen years of age and who is
subject to the supervision of a juvenile probation officer or an adult
probation officer pursuant to the order of the District Court, County Court,
or Juvenile Court, who chooses to meet conditions of probation by
attending school, and who has previously been expelled from school, the
Principal or the Principal’s designee shall meet with the student's
probation officer and assist in developing conditions of probation that will
provide specific guidelines for behavior and consequences for misbehavior
at school (including conduct on school grounds and conduct during an
educational function or event off school grounds) as well as educational
objectives that must be achieved. If the guidelines, consequences, and
objectives provided by the Principal or the Principal’s designee are agreed
to by the probation officer and the student, and the court permits the
student to return to school under the agreed to conditions, the student may
be permitted to return to school. The student may with proper consent,
upon such return, be evaluated by the school for possible disabilities and
may be referred for evaluation for possible placement in a special
education program. The student may be expelled or otherwise disciplined
for subsequent conduct as provided in Board policy and state statute.

Emergency Exclusion: A student may be excluded from school in the following
circumstances:
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a. If the student has a dangerous communicable disease transmissible
through normal school contacts and poses an imminent threat to the health
or safety of the school community; or

b. If the student’s conduct presents a clear threat to the physical safety of
himself, herself, or others, or is so extremely disruptive as to make
temporary removal necessary to preserve the rights of other students to
pursue an education.

Any emergency exclusion shall be based upon a clear factual situation warranting
it and shall last no longer than is necessary to avoid the dangers described above.

If the emergency exclusion will be for five school days or less, the procedures for
a short-term suspension shall be followed. If the Superintendent or his or her
designee determines that an emergency exclusion shall extend beyond five days, a
hearing is to be held and a final determination made within ten school days after
the initial date of exclusion. Such procedures shall substantially comply with the
procedures set forth in this policy for a long-term suspension or expulsion, and be
modified only to the extent necessary to accomplish the hearing and
determination within this shorter time period.

Other Forms of Student Discipline: Administrative and teaching personnel may
also take actions regarding student behavior, other than removal of students from
school, which are reasonably necessary to aid the student, further school purposes,
or prevent interference with the educational process. Such actions may include,
but are not limited to, counseling of students, parent conferences, rearrangement
of schedules, requirements that a student remain in school after regular hours to
do additional work, restriction of extracurricular activity, or requirements that a
student receive counseling, psychological evaluation, or psychiatric evaluation
upon the written consent of a parent or guardian to such counseling or evaluation.
The actions may also include in-school suspensions.  When in-school
suspensions, after-school assignments, or other disciplinary measures are
assigned, the student is responsible for complying with such disciplinary
measures. A failure to serve such assigned discipline as directed will serve as
grounds for further discipline, up to expulsion from school.

B. Student Conduct Expectations. Students are not to engage in conduct which causes or

which creates a reasonable likelihood that it will cause a substantial disruption in or
material interference with any school function, activity or purpose or interfere with the
health, safety, well being or rights of other students, staff or visitors.

C. Grounds for Short-Term Suspension, Long-Term Suspension, Expulsion or Mandatory

Reassignment. The following conduct has been determined by the Board of Education to
have the potential to seriously affect the health, safety or welfare of students, staff and
other persons or to otherwise seriously interfere with the educational process. Such
conduct constitutes grounds for long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory
reassignment, and any other lesser forms of discipline. The conduct is subject to the
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consequence of long-term suspension, expulsion, or mandatory reassignment where it
occurs on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by the school and
being used for a school purpose or in a vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a
school employee or an employee’s designee, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic

event.

1. Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff
member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority.

2. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, harassment, or similar

conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school
purposes or making any communication that a reasonable recipient would
interpret as a serious expression of an intent to harm or cause injury to another.

3. Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing
or attempting to steal property of substantial value, repeated damage or theft
involving property, or setting or attempting to set a fire of any magnitude.

4. Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to any person, including any
school employee, school volunteer, or student. Personal injury caused by accident,
self-defense, or other action undertaken on the reasonable belief that it was
necessary to protect some other person shall not constitute a violation of this
subdivision.

5. Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of or with the intent of
obtaining money or anything of value from such student or making a threat which
causes or may be expected to cause a disruption to school operations.

6. Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is
ordinarily or generally considered a weapon or that has the appearance of a
weapon or bringing or possessing any explosive device, including fireworks.

7. Engaging in selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco,
narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, or an inhalant; being under the influence of
any of the above; possession of drug paraphernalia, or the selling, using,
possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in
section 28-401 of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol,
narcotics, drugs, a controlled substance or inhalant. Tobacco means any tobacco
product (including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, and chewing tobacco),
vapor products (such as e-cigarettes), alternative nicotine products, tobacco
product look-alikes, and products intended to replicate tobacco products either by
appearance or effect. Use of a controlled substance in the manner prescribed for
the student by the student’s physician is not a violation. The term “under the
influence” has a less strict meaning than it does under criminal law; for school
purposes, the term means any level of impairment and includes even the odor of
alcohol or illegal substances on the breath or person of a student; also, it includes
being impaired by reason of the abuse of any material used as a stimulant.

Public indecency or sexual conduct.

0. Engaging in bullying, which includes any ongoing pattern of physical, verbal, or
electronic abuse on school grounds, in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a
school being used for a school purpose by a school employee or a school

>
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employee’s designee, or at school-sponsored activities or school-sponsored
athletic events.

Sexually assaulting or attempting to sexually assault any person. This conduct
may result in an expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if a
complaint alleging such conduct is filed in a court of competent jurisdiction.
Engaging in any activity forbidden by law which constitutes a danger to other
students or interferes with school purposes. This conduct may result in an
expulsion regardless of the time or location of the offense if the conduct creates or
had the potential to create a substantial interference with school purposes, such as
the use of the telephone or internet off-school grounds to threaten.

A repeated violation of any rules established by the school district or school
officials if such violations constitute a substantial interference with school
purposes.

Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities; or tardiness to
school, assigned classes or assigned activities.

The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is
profane or abusive to students or staff members. Profane or abusive language or
conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is commonly understood and
intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual based upon race, gender,
disability, national origin, or religion.

Dressing or grooming in a manner which is dangerous to the student's health and
safety or a danger to the health and safety of others or repeated violations of the
student dress and grooming standards; dressing, grooming, or engaging in speech
that is lewd or indecent, vulgar or plainly offensive; dressing, grooming, or
engaging in speech that school officials reasonably conclude will materially and
substantially disrupt the work and discipline of the school; dressing, grooming, or
engaging in speech that a reasonable observer would interpret as advocating
illegal drug use.

Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for riding school buses or vehicles.
A student who engages in the following conduct shall be expelled for the
remainder of the school year in which it took effect if the misconduct occurs
during the first semester, and if the expulsion for such conduct takes place during
the second semester, the expulsion shall remain in effect for the first semester of
the following school year, with the condition that such action may be modified or
terminated by the school district during the expulsion period on such terms as the
administration may establish:

a. The knowing and intentional use of force in causing or attempting to cause
personal injury to a school employee, school volunteer, or student, except
if caused by accident, self-defense, or on the reasonable belief that the
force used was necessary to protect some other person and the extent of
force used was reasonably believed to be necessary, or

b. The knowing and intentional possession, use, or transmission of a
dangerous weapon other than a firearm.
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Knowingly and intentionally possessing, using, or transmitting a firearm on
school grounds, in a school-owned or utilized vehicle, or during an educational
function or event off school grounds, or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic
event. This conduct shall result in an expulsion for one calendar year. “Firearm”
means a firearm as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921, as that statute existed on January 1,
1995. That statute includes the following statement: “The term ‘firearm’ means
(a) any weapon (including a starter gun) which will or is designed to or may
readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; (b) the
frame or receiver of any such weapon; (c) any firearm muffler or firearm silencer;
or (d) any destructive device.” The Superintendent may modify such one year
expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis, provided that such modification is
in writing.

Bringing a firearm or other dangerous weapon to school for any reason is
discouraged; however, a student will not be subject to disciplinary action if the
item is brought or possessed under the following conditions:

a. Prior written permission to bring the firearm or other dangerous weapon to
school is obtained from the student's teacher, building administrator and
parent.

b. The purpose of having the firearm or other dangerous weapon in school is
for a legitimate educational function.

c. A plan for its transportation into and from the school, its storage while in

the school building and how it will be displayed must be developed with
the prior written approval by the teacher and building administrator. Such
plan shall require that such item will be in the possession of an adult staff
member at all times except for such limited time as is necessary to fulfill
the educational function.

d. The firearm or other dangerous weapon shall be in an inoperable condition
while it is on school grounds.

D. Additional Student Conduct Expectations and Grounds for Discipline. The following

additional student conduct expectations are established. Failure to comply with such
rules is grounds for disciplinary action. When such conduct occurs on school grounds, in
a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being used for a school purpose or in a
vehicle being driven for a school purpose by a school employee or by his or her designee,
or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic event, the conduct is grounds for long-term
suspension, expulsion or mandatory reassignment.

1.

Student Appearance: Students are expected to dress in a way that is appropriate
for the school setting. Students should not dress in a manner that is dangerous to
the health and safety of anyone or interferes with the learning environment or
teaching process in our school. Following is a list of examples of attire that will
not be considered appropriate, such list is not exclusive and other forms of attire
deemed inappropriate by the administration may be deemed inappropriate for the
school setting:
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a. Clothing that shows an inappropriate amount of bare skin or underwear
(midriffs, spaghetti straps, sagging pants) or clothing that is too tight,
revealing or baggy, or tops and bottoms that do not overlap or any material
that is sheer or lightweight enough to be seen through, or otherwise of an
appropriate size and fit so as to be revealing or drag on the ground.

b. Shorts, skirts, or skorts that do not reach mid-thigh or longer.

c. Clothing or jewelry that advertises or promotes beer, alcohol, tobacco, or
illegal drugs.

d. Clothing or jewelry that could be used as a weapon (chains, spiked

apparel) or that would encourage “horse-play” or that would damage
property (e.g. cleats).

e. Head wear including hats, caps, bandannas, and scarves.

f. Clothing or jewelry which exhibits nudity, makes sexual references or
carries lewd, indecent, or vulgar double meaning.

g. Clothing or jewelry that is gang related.

h. Visible body piercing (other than ears).

Consideration will be made for students who wear special clothing as required by
religious beliefs, disability, or to convey a particularized message protected by
law. The final decision regarding attire and grooming will be made by the
Principal or Superintendent. In the event a student is uncertain as to whether a
particular item or method of grooming is consistent with the school’s guidelines,
the student should contact the Principal for approval, and may also review such
additional posting of prohibited items or grooming which may be available in the
Principal’s office.

Coaches, sponsors or teachers may have additional requirements for students who
are in special lab classes, students who are participants in performing groups or
students who are representing the school as part of an extracurricular activity
program.

On a first offense of the dress code, the student may call home for proper apparel.
If clothes cannot be brought to school, the student will be assigned to in-school
suspension for the remainder of the day. Students will not be allowed to leave
campus to change clothes. Continual violations of the dress code will result in
more stringent disciplinary actions, up to expulsion. Further, in the event the
dress code violation is determined to also violate other student conduct rules (e.g.,
public indecency, insubordination, expression of profanity, and the like), a first
offense of the dress code may result in more stringent discipline, up to expulsion.

Academic Integrity.

a. Policy Statement: Students are expected to abide by the standards of
academic integrity established by their teachers and school administration.
Standards of academic integrity are established in order for students to
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learn as much as possible from instruction, for students to be given grades
which accurately reflect the student’s level of learning and progress, to
provide a level playing field for all students, and to develop appropriate
values.

Cheating and plagiarism violate the standards of academic integrity.
Sanctions will be imposed against students who engage in such conduct.

Definitions: The following definitions provide a guide to the standards

of academic integrity:

(1) “Cheating” means intentionally misrepresenting the source, nature,
or other conditions of academic work so as to accrue undeserved
credit, or to cooperate with someone else in such
misrepresentation. Such misrepresentations may, but need not
necessarily, involve the work of others. Cheating includes, but is
not limited to:

(a) Tests (includes tests, quizzes and other examinations or
academic performances):

(1) Advance Information: Obtaining, reviewing or
sharing copies of tests or information about a test
before these are distributed for student use by the
instructor. For example, a student engages in
cheating if, after having taken a test, the student
informs other students in a later section of the
questions that appear on the test.

(i1) Use of Unauthorized Materials: Using notes,
textbooks, pre-programmed formulae in calculators,
or other wunauthorized material, devices or
information while taking a test except as expressly
permitted. For example, except for “open book”
tests, a student engages in cheating if the student
looks at personal notes or the textbook during the
test.

(ii1)  Use of Other Student Answers: Copying or looking
at another student’s answers or work, or sharing
answers or work with another student, when taking
a test, except as expressly permitted. For example,
a student engages in cheating if the student looks at
another student’s paper during a test. A student also
engages in cheating if the student tells another
student answers during a test or while exiting the
testing room, or knowingly allows another student
to look at the student’s answers on the test paper.

(iv)  Use of Other Student to Take Test. Having another
person take one's place for a test, or taking a test for
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another student, without the specific knowledge and
permission of the instructor.

Misrepresenting Need to Delay Test. Presenting
false or incomplete information in order to postpone
or avoid the taking of a test. For example, a student
engages in cheating if the student misses class on
the day of a test, claiming to be sick, when the
student’s real reason for missing class was because
the student was not prepared for the test.

Papers (includes papers, essays, lab projects, and other
similar academic work):

)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

Use of Another’s Paper: Copying another student’s
paper, using a paper from an essay writing service,
or allowing another student to copy a paper, without
the specific knowledge and permission of the
instructor.

Re-use of One’s Own Papers: Using a substantial
portion of a piece of work previously submitted for
another course or program to meet the requirements
of the present course or program without notifying
the instructor to whom the work is presented.
Assistance from Others: Having another person
assist with the paper to such an extent that the work
does not truly reflect the student’s work. For
example, a student engages in cheating if the
student has a draft essay reviewed by the student’s
parent or sibling, and the essay is substantially re-
written by the student’s parent or sibling.
Assistance from home is encouraged, but the work
must remain the student’s.

Failure to Contribute to Group Projects. Accepting
credit for a group project in which the student failed
to contribute a fair share of the work.
Misrepresenting Need to Delay Paper. Presenting
false or incomplete information in order to postpone
or avoid turning in a paper when due. For example,
a student engages in cheating if the student misses
class on the day a paper is due, claiming to be sick,
when the student’s real reason for missing class was
because the student had not finished the paper.

Alteration of Assigned Grades. Any unauthorized

alteration of assigned grades by a student in the teacher’s
grade book or the school records is a serious form of
cheating.
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“Plagiarism” means to take and present as one's own a material

portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one's own

an idea or work derived from an existing source without full and
proper credit to the source of the ideas, words, or works.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Failure to Credit Sources: Copying work (words,
sentences, and paragraphs or illustrations or models)
directly from the work of another without proper credit.
Academic work frequently involves use of outside sources.
To avoid plagiarism, the student must either place the work
in quotations or give a citation to the outside source.

(b) Falsely Presenting Work as One’s Own: Presenting work
prepared by another in final or draft form as one's own
without citing the source, such as the use of purchased
research papers or use of another student’s paper.

13

Contributing” to academic integrity violations means to
participate in or assist another in cheating or plagiarism. It
includes but is not limited to allowing another student to look at
your test answers, to copy your papers or lab projects, and to fail to
report a known act of cheating or plagiarism to the instructor or
administration.

Sanctions: The following sanctions will occur when a student engages
in cheating, plagiarism, or contributing to an academic integrity offense:

(1)

)

)

Academic Sanction. The instructor will refuse to accept the
student’s work in which the academic integrity offense took place,
assign a grade of "F" or zero for the work, and require the student
to complete a test or project in place of the work within such time
and under such conditions as the instructor may determine
appropriate. In the event the student completes the replacement
test or project at a level meeting minimum performance standards,
the instructor will assign a grade which the instructor determines to
be appropriate for the work.

Report to Parents and Administration. The instructor will notify
the Principal of the offense and the instructor or Principal will
notify the student’s parents or guardian.

Student Discipline Sanctions. Academic integrity offenses are a
violation of school rules. The Principal may recommend sanctions
in addition to those assigned by the instructor, up to and including
suspension or expulsion. Such additional sanctions will be given
strong consideration where a student has engaged in serious or
repeated academic integrity offense or other rule violations, and
where the academic sanction is otherwise not a sufficient remedy,
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such as for offenses involving altering assigned grades or
contributing to academic integrity violations.

3. Electronic Devices

a. Philosophy and Purpose. The District strongly discourages students from
bringing and/or using electronic devices at school. The use of electronic
devices can be disruptive to the educational process and are items that are
frequently lost or stolen. In order to maintain a secure and orderly
learning environment, and to promote respect and courtesy regarding the
use of electronic devices, the District hereby establishes the following
rules and regulations governing student use of electronic devices, and
procedures to address student misuse of electronic devices.

b. Definitions.

(1) “Electronic devices” include, but are not limited to, cell phones,
Mp3 players, iPods, personal digital assistants (PDAs), compact
disc players, portable game consoles, cameras, digital scanners, lap
top computers, and other electronic or battery powered instruments
which transmit voice, text, or data from one person to another.

(2) “Sexting” means generating, sending or receiving, encouraging
others to send or receive, or showing others, through an electronic
device, a text message, photograph, video or other medium that:

(1) Displays sexual content, including erotic nudity, any
display of genitalia, unclothed female breasts, or unclothed
buttocks, or any sexually explicit conduct as defined at
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-1463.02; or

(11) Sexually exploits a person, whether or not such person has
given consent to creation or distribution of the message,
photograph or video by permitting, allowing, encouraging,
disseminating, distributing, or forcing such student or other
person to engage in sexually explicit, obscene or
pornographic photography, films, or depictions; or,

(ii1))  Displays a sexually explicit message for sexual
gratification, flirtation or provocation, or to request or
arrange a sexual encounter.

c. Possession and Use of Electronic Devices.

(1) Students are not permitted to possess or use any electronic devices
during class time or during passing time except as otherwise
provided by this policy. Cell phone usage is strictly prohibited
during any class period; including voice usage, digital imaging, or
text messaging.

(2) Students are permitted to possess and use electronic devices before
school hours, at lunch time, and after school hours, provided that
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the student not commit any abusive use of the device (see
paragraph (d)(1). Administrators have the discretion to prohibit
student possession or use of electronic devices on school grounds
during these times in the event the administration determines such
further restrictions are appropriate; an announcement will be given
in the event of such a change in permitted use.

Electronic devices may be used during class time when specifically
approved by the teacher or a school administrator in conjunction
with appropriate and authorized class or school activities or events
(i.e., student use of a camera during a photography class; student
use of a lap top computer for a class presentation).

Students may use electronic devices during class time when
authorized pursuant to an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a
Section 504 Accommodation Plan, or a Health Care Plan, or
pursuant to a plan developed with the student’s parent when the
student has a compelling need to have the device (e.g., a student
whose parent is in the hospital could be allowed limited use of the
cell phone for family contacts, so the family can give the student
updates on the parent’s condition).

Violations

(1

)

Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices: Students shall not use
electronic devices for: (a) activities which disrupt the educational
environment; (b) illegal activities in violation of state or federal
laws or regulations; (c) unethical activities, such as cheating on
assignments or tests; (d) immoral or pornographic activities; (e)
activities in violation of Board or school policies and procedures
relating to student conduct and harassment; (f) recording others
(photographs, videotaping, sound recording, etc.) or otherwise
transmitting images and/or sounds of another person or persons
without direct administrative approval and consent of the person(s)
being recorded, other than recording of persons participating in
school activities that are open to the public; (g) “sexting;” or (h)
activities which invade the privacy of others. Such student
misuses will be dealt with as serious school violations, and
immediate and appropriate disciplinary action will be imposed,
including, but not limited to, suspension and expulsion from
school.

Disposition of Confiscated Electronic Devices: Electronic devices
possessed or used in violation of this policy may be confiscated by
school personnel and returned to the student or parent/guardian at
an appropriate time. If an electronic device is confiscated, the
electronic device shall be taken to the school’s main office to be
identified, placed in a secure area, and returned to the student
and/or the student’s parent/guardian in a consistent and orderly
way.
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(1) First Violation: Depending upon the nature of the violation
and the imposition of other appropriate disciplinary action,
consequences at a minimum may include a relinquishment
of the electronic device to the school administration and a
conference between the student and school principal or
assistant principal. The electronic device shall remain in
the possession of the school administration until such time
as the student personally comes to the school’s main office
and retrieves the electronic device.

(i)  Second Violation: Depending upon the nature of the
violation and the imposition of other appropriate
disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may
include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the
school administration and a conference between the student
and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or
assistant principal. The electronic device shall remain in
the possession of the school administration until such time
as the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the
school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device.

(iii)  Third Violation: Depending upon the nature of the
violation and the imposition of other appropriate
disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum may
include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the
school administration, a conference between the student
and his/her parent/guardian and the school principal or
assistant principal, and suspension of the student from
school. ~ The electronic device shall remain in the
possession of the school administration until such time as
the student’s parent/guardian personally comes to the
school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device.

Penalties for Prohibited Use of Electronic Devices: Students who
receive a ‘“‘sexting” message are to report the matter to a school
administrator and then delete such message from their electronic
device. Students shall not participate in sexting or have any
“sexting” message on their electronic devices regardless of when
the message was received while on school grounds or at a school
activity. Students who violate the prohibitions of this policy shall
be subject to the imposition of appropriate disciplinary action, up
to and including expulsion, provided that at a minimum the
following penalties shall be imposed:
(1) Students found in possession of a “sexting” message shall
be subject to a one (1) day suspension from school.
(i1) Students who send or encourage another to send a
“sexting” message shall be subject to a five (5) day
suspension from school.
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4) Reporting to Law Enforcement:  Violations of this policy
regarding the prohibited use of electronic devices that may
constitute a violation of federal or state laws and regulations,
including, but not limited to, the Nebraska Child Protection Act or
the Nebraska Child Pornography Prevention Act shall be reported
to appropriate legal authorities and law enforcement.

e.  Responsibility for Electronic Devices. Students or their parents/guardians
are expected to claim a confiscated electronic device within ten (10) days of
the date it was relinquished. The school shall not be responsible, financially
or otherwise, for any unclaimed electronic devices. By bringing such
devices to school, students and parents authorize the school to dispose of
unclaimed devices at the end of each semester. The District is not
responsible for the security and safekeeping of students’ electronic devices
and is not financially responsible for any damage, destruction, or loss of
electronic devices.

E. Inappropriate Public Displays of Affection (IPDA): Students are not to engage in
inappropriate public displays of affection on school property or at school activities. Such
conduct includes kissing, touching, fondling or other displays of affection that would be
reasonably considered to be embarrassing or a distraction to others. Students will face the
following consequences for IPDA:

1. Ist Offense: Student will be confronted and directed to cease.

2. 2nd Offense: Student will be confronted, directed to cease, and parents will be
notified.

3. 3rd Offense: Student will be suspended from school for a minimum of 1 day, and

parents and student will need to meet with Administrator(s) and/or counselor.
If this type of behavior continues, or if the IPDA is lewd or constitutes sexual conduct,
the student could face long-term suspension or expulsion.

F. Specific Rule Items: The following conduct may result in disciplinary action which, in

the repeated violations, may result in discipline up to expulsion:

1. Students are not given locker passes, restroom passes or telephone passes to leave
a classroom or study hall unless special circumstances arise.

2. Students in the hallway during class time must have a pass with them.

3. Gum, candy, seeds, etc. are not allowed in the school building or classrooms. The
pop machine is closed until after school and pop is to be drunk outside.

4. Students are expected to bring all books and necessary materials to class. This

includes study halls.

5. Assignments for all classes are due as assigned by the teacher.

6. Students are not to operate the mini-blinds or the windows.

7. Classes are ended by the teacher. Students are not to begin to pack up or leave the
class until the dismissal bell has rung or the teacher has dismissed the class.

8. Students are to be in their seats and ready for class on the tardy bell.
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Special classes such as Industrial Technology, Art, P.E., and computer courses
will have other safety or clean-up rules that will be explained to students by that
teacher which must be followed.

Students are not to bring ‘“nuisance items” to school. A nuisance item is
something that is not required for educational purposes and which would cause a
distraction to the student or others.

Students are to stand back from the entry steps and doors in the mornings before
school and at noon before the bell so that others may pass in and out of the entry
doors.

Snow handling is prohibited.

G. Law Violations

1.

Any act of a student which is a basis for expulsion and which the principal or
designee knows or suspects is a violation of the Nebraska Criminal Code will be
reported to law enforcement as soon as possible. Conduct to be reported for law
enforcement referral includes conduct that may constitute a felony, conduct which
may constitute a threat to the safety or well-being of students or others in school
programs and activities, and conduct that the legal system is better equipped to
address than school officials. Conduct that does not need to be reported for law
enforcement referral includes typical adolescent behavior that can be addressed by
school administrators without the involvement of law enforcement. In making the
decision of whether to report, consideration should be given to the student’s
maturity, mental capacity, and behavioral disorders, where applicable. When
appropriate, it shall be the responsibility of the referring administrator to contact
the student’s parent of the fact that the referral to legal authorities has been or will
be made.

The foregoing reporting standards shall be reviewed annually by the school board
on or before August 1 of each year, be annually reviewed in collaboration with
the County Attorney each year, be distributed to each student and his or her parent
or guardian at the beginning of each school year, or at the time of enrollment if
during the school year, and shall be posted in conspicuous places in each school
during the school year.

When a principal or other school official releases a minor student to a peace
officer (e.g., police officer, sheriff, and all other persons with similar authority to
make arrests) for the purpose of removing the minor from the school premises, the
principal or other school official shall take immediate steps to notify the parent,
guardian, or responsible relative of the minor regarding the release of the minor to
the officer and regarding the place to which the minor is reportedly being taken,
except when a minor has been taken into custody as a victim of suspected child
abuse, in which case the principal or other school official shall provide the peace
officer with the address and telephone number of the minor's parents or guardian.

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. sections 79-254 to 79-296

Date of Adoption: July 2018
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Students (& Employees)

Anti-discrimination, Anti-harassment, and Anti-retaliation

A. Elimination of Discrimination.

The Tekamah-Herman Public School District hereby gives this statement of compliance and
intends to comply with all state and federal laws prohibiting discrimination. This school district
intends to take any necessary measures to assure compliance with such laws against any
prohibited form of discrimination.

The [Name] Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race,
color, religion, veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth
or related medical condition, or other protected status in its programs and activities and provides
equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following persons have
been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

Students: Dan Gross, Superintendent 112 North 13" Street, Tekamah, NE 68061 (402) 374-
2157 (dgross@esu2.org).

Employees and Others: Dan Gross, Superintendent, 112 North 13" Street, [City], NE 68061
(402) 374-2157 (dgross@esu2.org).

Complaints or concerns involving discrimination or needs for accommodation or access should
be addressed to the appropriate Coordinator. For further information about anti-discrimination
laws and regulations, or to file a complaint of discrimination with the Office for Civil Rights in
the U.S. Department of Education (OCR), please contact OCR at One Petticoat Lane, 1010
Walnut Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City, Missouri 64106, (816) 268-0550 (voice), Fax
(816) 268-0599, (800) 877-8339 (telecommunications device for the deaf), or
ocr.kansascity@ed.gov.

B. Prohibited Harassment, Discrimination, and Retaliation of Emplovyees, Students and
Others.

1. Purpose:
The Tekamah Herman Public School District is committed to offering employment and

educational opportunity to its employees and students in a climate free of discrimination.
Accordingly, unlawful discrimination, harassment and retaliation of any kind by District
employees, including, co-workers, non-employees (such as volunteers), third parties, and
others is strictly prohibited and will not be tolerated.

Harassment is a form of discrimination and includes verbal, non-verbal, written, graphic,
or physical conduct relating to a person's sex, disability, race, color, religion, veteran
status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related
medical condition, or other protected status, that is sufficiently serious to deny, interfere
with, or limit a person's ability to participate in or benefit from an educational or work
program or activity, including, but not limited to:

a. Conduct that is sufficiently severe or pervasive to create an intimidating,

hostile, or abusive educational or work environment, or
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b. Requiring an individual to endure the offensive conduct as a condition of
continued employment or educational programs or activities, including the
receipt of aids, benefits, and services.

Educational programs and activities include all academic, educational, extracurricular,
athletic, and other programs of the school, whether those programs take place in a
school's facilities, on a school bus, at a class or training program sponsored by the school
at another location, or elsewhere.

Discriminatory harassment because of a person's sex, disability, race, color, religion,
veteran status, national or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or
related medical condition, or other protected status, may include, but is not limited to:
a. Name-calling,
Teasing or taunting,
Insults, slurs, or derogatory names or remarks,
Demeaning jokes,
Inappropriate gestures,
Graffiti or inappropriate written or electronic material,
Visual displays, such as cartoons, posters, or electronic images,
Threats or intimidating or hostile conduct,
Physical acts of aggression, assault, or violence, or
Criminal offenses

TrrEQ@ e oo o

The following examples are additional or more specific examples of conduct that may
constitute sexual harassment:

a. Unwelcome sexual advances or propositions,

b. Requests or pressure for sexual favors,

C. Comments about an individual’s body, sexual activity, or sexual
attractiveness,

d. Physical contact or touching of a sexual nature, including touching

intimate body parts and inappropriate patting, pinching, rubbing, or
brushing against another's body,

e. Physical sexual acts of aggression, assault, or violence, including criminal
offenses (such as rape, sexual assault or battery, and sexually motivated
stalking), against a person’s will or where a person is incapable of giving
consent due to the victim’s age, intellectual disability, or use of drugs or

alcohol,

f. Requiring sexual favors or contact in exchange for aids, benefits, or
services, such as grades, awards, privileges, promotions, etc., or

g. Gender-based harassment; acts of verbal, nonverbal, written, graphic, or

physical conduct based on sex or sex-stereotyping, but not involving
conduct of a sexual nature.

If the District knows or reasonably should know about possible harassment, including
violence, the District will conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, thorough, and impartial
investigation to determine whether unlawful harassment occurred (see section entitled
“Grievance Procedures,” below), and take appropriate interim measures, if necessary. If
the District determines that unlawful harassment occurred, the District will take prompt
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and effective action to eliminate the harassment, prevent its recurrence, and remedy its
effects, if appropriate. If harassment or violence that occurs off school property creates a
hostile environment at school, the District will follow this policy and grievance
procedure, within the scope of its authority.

All District employees are expected to take prompt and appropriate actions to report and
prevent discrimination, harassment, and retaliation by others. Employees who witness or
become aware of possible discrimination, including harassment and retaliation, must
immediately report the conduct to his or her supervisor or the compliance coordinator
designated to handle complaints of discrimination (designated compliance coordinator).

2. Anti-retaliation:

The District prohibits retaliation, intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination against
any person for opposing discrimination, including harassment, or for participating in the
District's discrimination complaint process or making a complaint, testifying, assisting, or
participating in any manner, in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing. Retaliation is a
form of discrimination.

The District will take immediate steps to stop retaliation and prevent its recurrence
against the alleged victim and any person associated with the alleged victim. These steps
will include, but are not limited to, notifying students, employees, and others, that they
are protected from retaliation, ensuring that they know how to report future complaints,
and initiating follow-up contact with the complainant to determine if any additional acts
of discrimination, harassment, or retaliation have occurred. If retaliation occurs, the
District will take prompt and strong responsive action, including possible discipline,
including expulsion or termination, if applicable.

3. Grievance (or Complaint) Procedures:

Employees or students should initially report all instances of discrimination, harassment
or retaliation to their immediate supervisor or teacher or to the compliance coordinator
designated to handle complaints of discrimination (designated coordinator). If the
employee or student is uncomfortable in presenting the problem to the supervisor or
teacher, or if the supervisor or teacher is the problem, the employee or student may report
the alleged discrimination, harassment or retaliation (“discrimination”) to the designated
coordinator, or in the case of students, to another staff person (such as a counselor or
principal).

Other individuals may report alleged discrimination to the designated coordinator. If the
designated coordinator is the person alleged to have committed the discriminatory act,
then the complaint should be submitted to the Superintendent for assignment. A
discrimination complaint form is attached to this grievance procedure and is available in
the office of each District building, on the District's website, and from the designated
coordinators.

Under no circumstances will a person filing a complaint or grievance involving
discrimination be retaliated against for filing the complaint or grievance.
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i Level 1 (Investigation and Findings):

Once the District receives a grievance, complaint or report alleging discrimination,
harassment, or retaliation, or becomes aware of possible discriminatory conduct, the
District will conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, thorough, and impartial investigation to
determine whether unlawful harassment occurred. If necessary, the District will take
immediate, interim action or measures to protect the alleged victim and prevent further
potential discrimination, harassment, or retaliation during the pending investigation. The
alleged victim will be notified of his or her options to avoid contact with the alleged
harasser, such as changing a class or prohibiting the alleged harasser from having any
contact with the alleged victim pending the result of the District’s investigation. The
District will minimize any burden on the alleged victim when taking interim measures to
protect the alleged victim.

The District will promptly investigate all complaints of discrimination, even if an outside
entity or law enforcement agency is investigating a complaint involving the same facts
and allegations. The District will not wait for the conclusion or outcome of a criminal
investigation or proceeding to begin an investigation required by this grievance
procedure. If the allegation(s) involve possible criminal conduct, the District will notify
the complainant of his or her right to file a criminal complaint, and District employees
will not dissuade the complainant from filing a criminal complaint either during or after
the District’s investigation.

The District will aim to complete its investigation within ten (10) working days after
receiving a complaint or report, unless extenuating circumstances exist. Extenuating
circumstances may include the unavailability of witnesses due to illness or incapacitation,
or additional time needed because of the complexity if the investigation, the need for
outside experts to evaluate the evidence (such as forensic evidence), or multiple
complainants or victims. If extenuating circumstances exist, the extended timeframe to
complete the investigation will not exceed ten (10) additional working days without
the consent of the complainant, unless the alleged victim agrees to a longer timeline.
Periodic status updates will be given to the parties, when appropriate.

The District’s investigation will include, but is not limited to:

a. Providing the parties with the opportunity to present witnesses and provide
evidence.

b. An evaluation of all relevant information and documentation relating to
the alleged discriminatory conduct.

c. For allegations involving harassment, some of the factors the District will

consider include: 1) the nature of the conduct and whether the conduct
was unwelcome, 2) the surrounding circumstances, expectations, and
relationships, 3) the degree to which the conduct affected one or more
students' education, 4) the type, frequency, and duration of the conduct, 5)
the identity of and relationship between the alleged harasser and the
suspect or suspects of the harassment, 6) the number of individuals
involved, 7) the age (and sex, if applicable) of the alleged harasser and the
alleged victim(s) of the harassment, 8) the location of the incidents and the
context in which they occurred, 9) the totality of the circumstances, and
10) other relevant evidence.
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d. A review of the evidence using a “preponderance of the evidence”
standard (based on the evidence, is it more likely than not that
discrimination, harassment, or retaliation occurred?)

The designated compliance coordinator (or designated investigator) will complete an
investigative report, which will include:

a. A summary of the facts,

b. Findings regarding whether discrimination, harassment or other
inappropriate conduct occurred, and

c. If a finding is made that discrimination, harassment or other inappropriate

conduct occurred, the recommended remedy or remedies necessary to
eliminate discrimination, harassment or other inappropriate conduct.

If someone other than the designated compliance coordinator conducted the investigation,
the compliance coordinator will review, approve, and sign the investigative report. The
District will ensure that prompt, appropriate, and effective remedies are provided if a
finding of discrimination, harassment, or retaliation is made. The District will maintain
relevant documentation obtained during the investigation and documentation supportive
of the findings and any subsequent determinations, including the investigative report,
witness statements, interview summaries, and any transcripts or audio recordings,
pertaining to the investigative and appeal proceedings.

The District will send concurrently to the parties written notification of the decision
(findings and any remedy) regarding the complaint within one (1) working day after the
investigation is completed. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20
U.S.C. § 11232¢; 34 C.F.R. Part 99, permits the District to disclose relevant information
to a student who was discriminated against or harassed.

ii. Level 2 (Appeal to the Superintendent):

If a party is not satisfied with the findings or remedies (or both) set forth in the decision,
he or she may file an appeal in writing with the Superintendent within five (5) working
days after receiving the decision. The Superintendent will review the appeal and the
investigative documentation and decision, conduct additional investigation, if necessary,
and issue a written determination about the appeal within ten (10) working days after
receiving the appeal. The party who filed the appeal will be sent the Superintendent’s
determination at the time it is issued, and a copy will be sent to the designated
compliance coordinator. [If the Superintendent is the subject of the complaint, the party
will file the appeal directly with the Board.]

iii. Level 3 (Appeal to the Board):

If the party is not satisfied with the Superintendent’s determination, he or she may file an
appeal in writing with the Board of Education within five (5) working days after
receiving the Superintendent’s determination. The Board of Education will review the
appeal, the Superintendent’s determination, the investigative documentation and decision,
and allow the party to address the Board at a Board meeting to present his or her appeal.
The party will be allowed to address the Board at the Board’s next regularly scheduled
Board meeting (unless the Board receives the appeal within one week of the next
regularly scheduled Board meeting) or at a time and date agreed to by the Board,
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designated compliance officer and the party. The Board will issue a written determination
about the appeal within thirty (30) days after the party addresses the Board. The party
who filed the appeal will be sent the Board’s determination at the time it is issued, and a
copy will be sent to the designated compliance coordinator. The Board’s determination,
and any actions taken, will be final on behalf of the District.

4. Confidentiality:

The identity of the complainant will be kept confidential to the extent permitted by state
and federal law. The District will notify the complainant of the anti-retaliation provisions
of applicable laws and that the District will take steps to prevent retaliation and will take
prompt and strong responsive actions if retaliation occurs.

If a complainant requests confidentiality or asks that the complaint not be pursued, the
District will take all reasonable steps to investigate and respond to the complaint
consistent with the request for confidentiality or the request not to pursue an
investigation, as long as doing so does not prevent the District from responding
effectively to the harassment and preventing harassment of other students. If a
complainant insists that his or her name or other identifiable information not be disclosed
to the alleged perpetrator, the District will inform the complainant that its ability to
respond may be limited. Even if the District cannot take disciplinary action against the
alleged harasser, the District will pursue other steps to limit the effects of the alleged
harassment and prevent its recurrence, if warranted,

5. Training:

The District will ensure that relevant District employees, including but not limited to
officials, administrators, teachers, substitute teachers, counselors, nurses and other health
personnel, coaches, assistant coaches, paraprofessionals, aides, bus drivers, and school
law enforcement officers, are adequately trained so they understand and know how to
identify acts of discrimination, harassment, and retaliation, and how to report it to
appropriate District officials or employees.

6. Designated Compliance Coordinators:
Designated compliance coordinators will be responsible for:
a. Coordinating efforts to comply with anti-discrimination, anti-harassment,
and anti-retaliation laws and regulations.
b. Coordinating and implementing training for students and employees

pertaining to anti-discrimination, anti-harassment and anti-retaliation laws
and regulations, including the training areas listed above.

c. Investigating complaints of discrimination (unless the coordinator
designates other trained individuals to investigate).
d. Monitoring substantiated complaints or reports of discrimination, as

needed (and with the assistance of other District employees, if necessary),
to ensure discrimination or harassment does not recur, and that retaliation
conduct does not occur or recur.

e. Overseeing discrimination complaints, including identifying and
addressing any patterns or systemic problems, and reporting such patterns
or systemic problems to the Superintendent and the Board of Education.
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f. Communicating regularly with the District's law enforcement unit
investigating cases and providing current information to them pertaining
to anti-discrimination, anti-harassment, and anti-retaliation standards and
compliance requirements.

g. Reviewing all evidence in harassment or violence cases brought before the
District's disciplinary committee or administrator to determine whether the
complainants are entitled to a remedy under anti-discrimination laws and
regulations that was not available in the disciplinary process.

h. Ensuring that investigations address whether other students or employees
may have been subjected to discrimination, including harassment and
retaliation.

1. Determining whether District employees with knowledge of allegations of

discrimination, including harassment and retaliation, failed to carry out
their duties in reporting the allegations to the designated compliance
coordinator and responding to the allegations.

] Recommending changes to this policy and grievance procedure.

k. Performing other duties as assigned.

The designated compliance coordinators will not have other job responsibilities that may
create a conflict of interest with their coordinator responsibilities.

7. Preventive Measures:

The District will publish and widely distribute on an ongoing basis a notice of
nondiscrimination (notice) in electronic and printed formats, including prominently
displaying the notice on the District's website and posting the notice at each building in
the District. The District also will designate an employee to coordinate compliance with
anti-discrimination laws (see Designated Compliance Coordinator section, above, for
further information on compliance coordinator), and widely publish and disseminate this
grievance procedure, including prominently posting it on the District’s website, at each
building in the District, reprinting it in District publications, such as handbooks, and
sending it electronically to members of the school community. The District will provide
training to employees and students at the beginning of each academic year in the areas
(B.6.a-g) identified in the Training section, above.

The District also may distribute specific harassment and violence materials (such as
sexual violence), including a summary of the District’s anti-discrimination, anti-
harassment, and anti-retaliation policy and grievance procedure, and a list of victim
resources, during events such as school assemblies and back to school nights, if recent
incidents or allegations warrant additional education to the school community.

Date of Adoption: ~ July 2018
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Students

Child Abuse and Neglect

School employees shall promptly report to the appropriate law enforcement agency and the
principal when they have reasonable cause to believe that a child has been subjected to abuse or
neglect, including sexual abuse, or circumstances which reasonably would result in abuse or
neglect. The principal will ensure that the report has been made to the proper law enforcement
agency or other agency as required by law.

This requirement shall apply to all school employees, including coaches and volunteers,

participating in interstate amateur athletic competition. The term “promptly” means “within a
24-hour period.”

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-711
34 U.S.C. § 20341

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date]
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Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5403

Students

Married Students

Married students shall have the same educational opportunities in this school system as
unmarried students. There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex, marital status of any
person, or the condition of being a parent. To enforce this prohibition, aggrieved persons shall
use the District’s anti-discrimination policies.

Legal References: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-2,114 to 79-2,124
20 U.S.C. § 1681 (Title IX)

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date]
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Article 5 STUDENTS Homeless Policy No. 5418

HEP Form 1
Homeless Education Program
HOMELESS STUDENT ENROLLMENT INFORMATION

& PLACEMENT REQUEST

Child’s Name: Birth Date: Grade
(Last Name) (First Name) M.L)
Parent/Guardian Name Unaccompanied Youth
(Last Name) (First Name) M.L) (“Yes” or “No”)

Current Address
Telephone Number:

(If phone # not available, phone number of someone who can be contacted and their relationship, if any).
Information provided on this form is confidential.

1. Homeless Status
a. Do you live in any of these following situations?

sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or
a similar reason (example: evicted from home, cannot afford housing, etc.)

in a motel, hotel, campground or similar setting due to lack of alternative
adequate accommodations

in emergency or transitional shelters such as domestic violence or homeless
shelters or transitional housing shelter or agency

have a primary nighttime residence that is a place not designed for or ordinarily
used as a regular sleeping accommodation for humans

in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations, or similar settings

None of the above.

b. How long do you anticipate living in current location?

2. School Most Recently Attended
School:

(School Name) (City) (State)
Dates of Attendance: to
Grade level when last attended:

3. Eligible for any of these educational and school related activities and services?
o Special Education (IDEA) If yes, please identify disability and special education
services previously provided :
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Article 5 STUDENTS Homeless Policy No. 5418

HEP Form 1
0 English Language Learners (ELL) o Gifted o Vocational Education
o Other
4. Possible Barriers to Education
o No Birth Certificate o No immunizations or other medical records
0 No School Records o Transportation o School Selection
o Other issues/barriers
5. Requested Services and Activities to be Provided by Homeless Student Program

0 Obtaining or transferring records necessary for enrollment

o Emergency assistance related to school attendance

0 Expedited evaluations

O Transportation O Clothing to meet a school requirement o School supplies
0 Early childhood program o Tutoring or other instructional support
o Before/after-school, mentoring, summer programs

0 Referrals for medical, dental, or other health services

0 Referral to other programs/services

O Assistance with participation in school programs

0 Parent education related to rights/resources

0 Coordination between schools and agencies

0 Counseling o0 Addressing needs related to domestic violence

O Staff professional development/awareness

o Other

6. Placement
a. School placement requested by parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth:

b. Reason(s) for Request:

C. Name of “School of Origin”
(School of Origin means the school that the child attended when permanently housed or the school
in which the child was last enrolled).

Enrollment Date
Has student been withdrawn?
If so, what was the withdraw date?
d. Distance from:
1. Residence to the school of origin (miles):
ii. Residence to the school requested (if not school of origin):

Parent or Guardian or Unaccompanied Youth’s signature Date

Children living in homeless situations have certain rights under the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act. Please contact the Homeless Coordinator with any questions.
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Article 5 STUDENTS Homeless Policy No. 5418
HEP Form 1

WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF
ENROLLMENT/PLACEMENT DECISION FOR HOMELESS STUDENT

Child’s Name:

In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the following written
notification is provided to:

Parent/Guardian Unaccompanied Youth
( Name) (Name)

After reviewing your request to enroll the child, the determinations are as follows:

Homeless student program eligibility:
Child does not qualify under the homeless student program.
Child qualifies under the homeless student program. This determination was
based upon:

Placement (if enrolled under the homeless student program) was made based on best interest of
the student. The placement will be at:

( Name)
Explanation for this determination (if not school of origin or the choice of parent/guardian or
unaccompanied youth, give detail):

If you are not satisfied with the determinations, you have the right to use the dispute resolution
process. Contact the Homeless Coordinator and complete a Dispute Resolution Form.

Notices:

¢ The student has the right to be immediately admitted in the school in which enrollment is
sought pending resolution of the dispute.

® You may contact the Nebraska Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education
matt.blomstedt@nebraska.gov
Telephone: (402) 471-5020

® You may seek the assistance of advocates or attorneys.

Administrator Date

Written Notification Form was given to parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth on
(Date).
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Article 5 STUDENTS Homeless Policy No. 5418
HEP Form 3
Homeless Education Program

DISPUTE RESOLUTION FORM
This form should be completed when a dispute arises over school enrollment/placement.

Child’s Name:
Person completing form:

( Name) (Relation to Student)
I may be contacted at (address/phone/e-mail):

I wish to dispute the following decision:

The decision I am disputing was wrong because (give detailed information in support of your
position and use an attachment if necessary):

Persons who have information to support my position (include contact information):

I request that the following action be taken on this dispute:

Parent or Guardian or Unaccompanied Youth’s signature Date

For School Use

Date received by Homeless Coordinator

Determination of Homeless Coordinator
In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the following written
notification is provided to:

Parent/Guardian Unaccompanied Youth
(Name) (Name)

After reviewing the information relevant to your dispute my determination is as follows:

Explanation for this determination:

Notice of Right to Appeal: If you are not satisfied with the determination on this dispute, you
have the right to appeal as provided for in the Nebraska Department of Education Rule 19. The
appeal is to be filed with the Commissioner of Education within 30 calendar days of receipt of
this decision. For information about an appeal you may contact:
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Article 5 STUDENTS Homeless Policy No. 5418
HEP Form 3
Nebraska Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education
matt.blomstedt@nebraska.gov
Telephone: (402) 471-5020

Administrator Date

The Determination of the Homeless Coordinator on this dispute was given to parent/guardian or
unaccompanied youth on (Date).
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Article 6 INSTRUCTION Policy No. 6212

Instruction

Assessments—Academic Content Standards

The Board of Education adopts the academic content standards of the State Board of Education
(“‘State Board”). The adoption of the academic content standards includes the:
Language Arts standards that were adopted by the State Board in September, 2014;
Mathematics standards that were approved by the State Board in September, 2015;
Science standards that were adopted by the State Board in September, 2017; and
Social Studies standards that were adopted by the State Board in December, 2012.

Unless other action is taken, the Board of Education adopts the standards of the State Board as
such standards are subsequently adopted or amended by the State Board.

The administration shall be responsible for implementing assessments on the state standards in
accordance with the procedures established by the State Board and the Department of Education,
including conducting assessments in the same subject areas and the same grade levels as

established in the state standards, and the reporting of scores and sub-scores.

This policy does not supersede the existing standards adopted by the Board of Education except
as set forth herein.

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-760 to 79-760.05

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date]
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