
Parental Involvement Policy Hearing

Monday, July 14, 2014 8:00 PM

 

1. Call to Order

2. Flag Salute

3. Open Meetings Act

4. Roll Call

5. Receive public comment concerning the proposed Parental Involvement Policy for 2014-
2015.

6. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:11 PM Passed with a motion by John Worthing and a second 
by Morgan Meier.
Jeff Meads: Yea, Morgan Meier: Yea, Lynette Mitchell: Yea, Denise Ourada: Yea, JC 
Ourada: Yea, John Worthing: Yea
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Instruction 
 
Parental/Community Involvement in Schools 
 
Buffalo County School District 10-0009, a/k/a Elm Creek Public Schools, after having conducted 
a public hearing concerning parental involvement and participation, declares that it shall be the 
policy of the District: 
 
1. In the event any parent has a complaint or objection to textbooks, tests, curriculum 

materials, and any other instructional materials, the parent may request a personal 
conference with the parent and appropriate school personnel to discuss such concerns as 
the superintendent or designee may deem appropriate.  The Superintendent or designee 
shall prepare a complaint form which may be used by a parent to express objections to 
any such instructional material.  Such complaint forms shall seek information including, 
but not limited to, the specific instructional material complained of, the reason for the 
complaint, and a proposed resolution of the complaint by the parent. 

 
2. Upon reasonable advance request a parent will be permitted to attend and monitor 

courses, assemblies, counseling sessions, and other instructional activities unless the 
school determines that such attendance would substantially interfere with a legitimate 
school interest, which includes the interests of the parent’s child, other students, and the 
educational staff.   

 
3. Parents are encouraged to communicate to school staff when the parent believes it to be 

appropriate for their child to be excused from testing, classroom instruction, and other 
school experiences that the parent finds objectionable.  The Superintendent or designee 
shall make a provision on the complaint form hereinabove referenced for receiving 
information from a parent concerning what specific testing, classroom instruction, or 
other school experience the parent finds objectionable, the basis for the parent’s objection 
and a proposed solution for dealing with the objection that would be satisfactory to the 
parent and consistent with the mission of the District and legitimate school interests. 

 
4. Upon request of a parent, the District will provide access to the education records of their 

child consistent with applicable law.  Access will be provided during regular business 
hours of the school. 

 
5. The District will notify parents when their child may be subjected to a standard norm 

referenced or criterion referenced test or standard tests such as but not limited to the 
(MAP) Measure of Academic Progress test. When reasonable to do so or required by law 
the parents will be notified of where a sample of such test might be observed and the date 
upon which such test will be administered.  As to all testing by the District, experimental 
evaluation methodologies, experimental testing instruments and any testing instrument 
which would tend to inquire into the values, beliefs, or privacy rights of any student, or 
parent or guardian of such student shall be prohibited unless a parent requests in writing 
that such tests be administered to their child. 
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6. Prior to any school sponsored survey being administered to the students of the District, it 

shall be the responsibility of the Superintendent or designee to notify the parent or 
parents of each student involved in the survey of the nature of the survey, the date and 
time when such survey shall be administered, and the purpose for which and the uses of 
which survey exist from the school’s perspective. 

 
7. As a general matter substantive decision-making processes will be left to the judgment of 

the professional staff, administration and the Board of Education, subject to an effort to 
receive information from parents as to any concerns, objections, or other information 
such parents would wish to provide to the school district concerning a parent’s access, 
involvement, and participation in activities of the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-530 to 79-533 
   Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. 1232g   
   Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment, 20 U.S.C. 1232h 
 
 
Date of Adoption: June 10, 2013 



Elm Creek Elementary Schools 
Title I Parent/School Compact 

A Plan for Responsible Action 
& 

A Call for Home/School Cooperation 
 
As teachers and parents, helping children become capable, responsible lifelong learners is a duty we share.  
Completing schoolwork on time and handing the work in when due is an important responsibility for our children.  This 
is a skill we all need to learn.   While it is the child’s responsibility to do the work and hand it in, please help your child 
be responsible by doing your part to monitor his/her schoolwork.  The following plan to assist students has been 
designed with parent and teacher input. 
 
Each student is responsible for recording schoolwork assigned in an agenda, completing the work, and handing in that 
schoolwork.  To assist themselves, students will: 
 

1. Use a School Agenda (Homework notebook)  
 2. Use the agenda every day to record assignments 
 3. Complete & hand in all schoolwork on time  
 4. Take the agenda home and have his/her parent review the notebook  
 5. Have his/her parent sign the agenda 
 6. Bring the agenda back to school each day to show his/her teacher. 
 
 Parents will: 
 

1. Review and sign the agenda each school day - Use the agenda to write notes to the teacher as needed and 
note any work unfinished 

2. Require their child return to school for the agenda if it is not brought home 
3. If student work is not completed and the agenda not signed, meet with teachers to help your child develop a 

plan to resolve the problem 
4. Provide time, appropriate materials, and an appropriate learning space at home for completion of schoolwork 
5. Limit TV viewing, computer games, and movies until school work is completed 
6. Provide a balanced diet, adequate rest (10 hours a day), and exercise 
7. See that reading is made a daily practice of at least 5 minutes multiplied by the child’s age. 

 
 Teachers will: 
 I, the undersigned, partner in education of children at Elm Creek Public Schools commit to the following: 
 
 1. Provide high quality curriculum and instruction that enables students to meet state academic achievement 

standards. 
 2. Provide weekly progress reports and communication regarding student progress. 
 3. Provide homework that reinforces skills taught in the classroom. 
 4. Provide a welcoming, developmentally appropriate atmosphere that is conducive to learning. 
 5. Provide ongoing communication with parents through: Newsletters, Notes, and telephone calls. 
 6. Continue to strive to meet and accommodate the needs of each student. 
 7. Focus on enriched skills to promote academic growth. 
 8. Dedicate time to receiving professional development to gain knowledge, which will ensure student 

achievement. 
 
 
Date:_______________________________ Date:_______________________________ 
 
  
_____________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Student’s Signature    Parent or Legal Guardian’s Signature 
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Instruction 
 
Title I Parental Involvement Policy 
 
This Title I Parental Involvement Policy is established in compliance with the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001.  Elm Creek Public Schools has a parental involvement policy applicable to 
parents of all children.  The parental involvement policy applicable to parents of all children is 
not replaced by this Title I Parental Involvement Policy and shall continue to be applicable to all 
parents, including parents participating in Title I programs.  
 
It is the policy of Elm Creek Public Schools to implement programs, activities, and procedures 
for the involvement of parents in Title I programs consistent with the Title I laws.  Such 
programs, activities, and procedures shall be planned and implemented with meaningful 
consultation with parents of participating children. 
 
Expectations for Parental Involvement 
It is the expectation of Elm Creek Public Schools that parents of participating children will have 
opportunities available for parental involvement in the programs, activities, and procedures of 
the District’s Title I program.   The term “parental involvement” means the participation of 
parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning 
and other school activities, including ensuring–(A) that parents play an integral role in assisting 
their child’s learning; (B) that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s 
education at school; (C) that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, 
as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their 
child; and (D) the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in this parental 
involvement policy.  The District intends to meet this expectation through the following 
activities:  
 
 A.  Involving parents in the joint development of the District’s Title I plan and the 

processes of school review and school improvement. 
 
 B.  Providing coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist 

participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent involvement 
activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance. 

 
 C.   Building the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement. 
 
 D.   Coordinating and integrating parental involvement strategies under Title I with 

parental involvement strategies under other programs. 
 
 E.   Conducting, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content 

and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy in improving the academic 
quality of the schools served under the Title I program, including identifying 
barriers to greater participation by parents in Title I programs, with particular 
attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have 
limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic 
minority background, and use the findings of such evaluation to design strategies 
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for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the parental 
involvement policies of the District. 

 
 F.   Involving parents in the activities of the schools served under Title I. 
 
Policy Involvement 
Each school served under the Title I program shall:  
 

A. Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of 
participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents 
of their school’s participation under the Title I program and to explain the 
requirements of the Title I program. 

 
B. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening.  

If sufficient funds are provided for this purpose, the District may assist parental 
involvement in such meetings by offering transportation, child care, or home 
visits. 

 
C. Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, 

review, and improvement of Title I programs. 
 

D. Provide parents of participating children–(1) timely information about programs 
under Title I, (2) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the 
school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and 
the proficiency levels students are expected to meet; and (3) if requested by 
parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to 
participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, 
and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. 

 
E. If the District operates a school-wide program under Title I and such plan is not 

satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parental comments 
on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the District. 

  
Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement 
As a component of the District’s parental involvement policy, each school served under the Title 
I program shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under the Title I program a 
school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share 
the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the 
school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high 
standards.  Such compact shall–(1) describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality 
curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the 
children served under Title I to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards and the 
ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as 
monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching; volunteering in their 
child’s classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their 
children and positive use of extracurricular time; and (2) address the importance of 
communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum–(A) 
parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the compact 
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shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement; (B) frequent 
reports to parents on their children’s progress; and (C) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to 
volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observation of classroom activities. 
 
Building Capacity for Involvement 
To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the District, 
parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each school participating 
in the Title I program and the District–(1) shall provide assistance to participating parents, as 
appropriate, in understanding such topics as the State’s academic content standards and State 
student academic achievement standards, State and local academic assessments, the requirements 
of Title I and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to improve the 
achievement of their children;  (2) shall provide materials and training to help parents to work 
with their children to improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using 
technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement; (3) shall educate teachers, student 
service personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and 
utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with 
parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between 
parents and the school; (4) shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate 
parent involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, 
Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teacher 
Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education 
of their children; (5) shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, 
meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format, and to 
the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand; (6) may involve parents in the 
development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the effectiveness 
of such training; (7) may provide necessary literacy training from funds received under Title I if 
the District has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training; (8) 
may pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental involvement activities, 
including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related 
meetings and training sessions; (9) may train parents to enhance the involvement of other 
parents; (10) may arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences 
between teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents 
who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to maximize parental involvement 
and participation; (11) may adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental 
involvement; (12) may establish a district-wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all 
matters related to parental involvement in programs supported under Title I; (13) may develop 
appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement 
activities; and (14) shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement 
activities under Title I as parents may request. 
 
Accessibility 
In carrying out the parental involvement activities for this Title I Parental Involvement policy, 
the District shall provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English 
proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing 
information and school reports required under Title I in a format and, to the extent practicable, in 
a language such parents understand.   
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Use, Distribution, and Updating of this Policy 
This Title I Parental Involvement Policy shall be incorporated into the District’s Title I plan, 
shall be distributed to parents of participating children, shall be made available to the local 
community, and shall be updated periodically to meet the changing needs of the parents and the 
school.   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Authorities:  No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, sections 1118 and 9201(32);  
   20 U.S.C. §§6318 and 7801(32) 
 
 
Date of Adoption: June 10, 2013 
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