
PUTNAM COUNTY CUSD #535 

BOARD OF EDUATION MEETING AGENDA 

PUTNAM COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL - MEDIA CENTER 

March 19, 2018 

6:00 PM 

 

“WHERE ALL STUDENTS WILL LEARN AND SUCCEED AND ALL MEANS ALL” 

 

DISTRICT GOALS: 
Demonstrate increased academic achievement for all students. 

Improve communications among all stakeholders in the Putnam County School District and communities. 

Maintain strong fiscal responsibility in the Putnam County School District. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

II. ROLL CALL  

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS STUDENT DISCIPLINE ISSUE 2 

IV. DISCIPLINE OF STUDENT 17181 (Action)  

V. ADJOURNMENT  

 



Expulsion Hearing 
Date__________ 

 

 Call the hearing/Board meeting to order. 

 

 Welcome all attendees and explain how the hearing will be conducted. 

(Review the following steps). 

 

 Opening statements can be made at this time by the administration and/or student/ 

guardian representative. 

 

 Administration will offer its evidence. (Building Principal). This should include a 

copy of the Board’s discipline policy; relevant pages of the student handbook; a 

copy of the suspension notice; a copy of the expulsion hearing notice and proof of 

delivery for same; a copy of the signature page showing receipt by the 

student/guardian representative of the district’s disciplinary procedures; and any 

other written evidence that administration may want to present supporting the 

charges against the student, including witness statements. 

  

 Questions of the administration may be asked by the student/guardian 

representative or Board at this time. (Cross-examination). 

 

 The student or guardian representative can make a statement at this time and 

present any relevant evidence to the Board. (Witnesses or anyone else present on 

his/her behalf). 

 

 Questions of the student/guardian representative may be asked by administration 

or the Board at this time. (Cross-examination time). 

 

 Both sides may provide a closing statement at this time. (Optional). 

 

 Board deliberation (without building administration or student/guardian 

representative present). 

 

 Student/guardian representative and building administration will be brought back 

into the hearing at this time to be notified whether the Board finds the student 

committed the acts of misconduct. 

 

 If the Board determines the student committed the acts of misconduct, the hearing 

proceeds to the punishment phase. 

 

 The administration should indicate the punishment that is recommended in this 

case, and the rationale for same. 
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 The student/guardian representative is allowed to respond to the recommended 

punishment. 

 

 Board deliberation (without building administration or student/guardian 

representative present). 

 

 Student/guardian representative and building administration will be brought into 

the hearing at this time to be notified of the level of punishment decided upon by 

the board. 

 

 Board goes into open session to take action. (Student identified by number only). 

 

 This concludes the hearing portion of the Board meeting.  
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   402 East Silverspoon Ave. 
   Granville, Ill. 61326 

 

 

 

 
    Office (815) 882-2800 
       Fax (815) 339-2628 

Putnam County High School 
 

 
March 7th, 2018 

 

Putnam County CUSD #535 Board of Education: 

 

The administration of Putnam County High School is recommending the expulsion of student 

Benjamin Munson for engaging in prohibited student conduct according to the student handbook, 

including: 

 

1. “Engaging in any activity, on or off campus, that interferes with, disrupts, or adversely 

affects the school environment, school operations, or an educational function, including 

but not limited to, conduct that may reasonably be considered to: (a) be a threat or an 

attempted intimidation of a staff member; or (b) endanger the health or safety of students, 

staff, or school property” (p. 20). 

a. Dates of Consideration: October 31, 2017; February 23, 2018; February 27, 2018 

 

2. Possession of “a knife, brass knuckles, or other knuckle weapon regardless of its 

composition, a billy club, or any other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily 

harm, including “look-alikes” of any firearm as defined above” (p. 42). 

a. Dates of Consideration: March 6, 2018 

 

All incidents related to the disruption of the school environment were thoroughly 

investigated in order to understand the contexts of comments made by the student and to 

provide due process rights.  Discipline was issued on an escalating basis and 

communication was made with the student’s parent for all incidents.  Social work 

supports and mental health solutions were also sought for incidents.  Local law 

enforcement was involved in matters related to the most recent disruptions and 

possession of a weapon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

     
Mr. Clayton J. Theisinger     Mr. Christopher Newsome 

Principal       Assistant Principal 
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