
SIOUX FALLS SCHOOL BOARD Nan Kelly 
November 4, 2026 3:00 PM President 
  
 Instructional Planning Center Dr. James Nold 
 201 East 38th Street, Sioux Falls Superintendent 

This agenda may also be viewed on the District’s website: www.sf.k12.sd.us 
 

 

If you need assistance with an accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact Shelley Connelly, 201 East 38th 
Street or 605.367.7905, one business day prior to the date of the meeting. 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Public Input on Work Session Agenda Items 
3. GreatLIFES's PLAYEverything and Character Matters 
4. Junior Kindergarten Implementation for Fall 2027 
5. Board Member Committe Updates 
6. Adjournment 

http://www.sf.k12.sd.us/


GreatLIFE’s Character Matters 
and PLAY Everything
Board Work Session - November 4, 2026



Welcome and Introduction

Dr. Nold



The Power of Partnerships



GreatLIFE CARES
• TeamMates
• Youth Entrepreneur Programs
• GMMS CTE Pilot
• Character Matters
• PLAY Everything



PLAY 
Everything 

Video

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ddepydeveiawxsfhqvak8/GL_PlayEverything_09-22-26.mp4?rlkey=arba0hjnenir5djj4dod78vrd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ddepydeveiawxsfhqvak8/GL_PlayEverything_09-22-26.mp4?rlkey=arba0hjnenir5djj4dod78vrd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ddepydeveiawxsfhqvak8/GL_PlayEverything_09-22-26.mp4?rlkey=arba0hjnenir5djj4dod78vrd&dl=0


 A Heart for Kids
Tom Walsh Sr.

















Current Programming

• Elementary After-School
• Elementary Before-School
• Middle After-School

Character Matters and PLAY Everything
Rebecca Wimmer and Paul Keizer



Closing Comments and Questions
Dr. Nold



Junior Kindergarten 
Implementation for Fall 

2027



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W36fTwXmFiY&t=42s


Our current Junior 
Kindergarten 

programs in the 
SFSD



Why the need for change?



Kindergarten readiness extends beyond knowing 
letters, numbers, or how to write a name. 

It includes 
● social-emotional development,
● language and communication, 
● early literacy and mathematics, 
● approaches to learning, 
● physical development, and
● independence. 

What does it mean to be “Kindergarten” ready?



A Day in the Life 
of a Junior 

Kindergartner



Identifying students who 
would benefit most from 

Junior Kindergarten 



JFK (Jr. Kdg. Academy)
38% District Average, 44% State Average

Hayward (Title 1) Marcella LeBeau

Garfield (Title 1) Robert Frost (Jr. Kdg. Academy)

Hawthorne (Title 1) SBA

LBA (Title 1) Eugene Field 

Cleveland (Title 1) Anne Sullivan (Title 1)

Terry Redlin (Title 1) Rosa Parks

Lowell (Title 1) Oscar Howe



Registration



Board Report Follow Up
March 2027
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