
SANDHILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Hearing Student Fees Hearing

Monday, August 10, 2026
7:00 PM

Sandhills High School Lecture Hall, 107 Gandy Avenue, Dunning, NE 68833

Opening Statement:
Welcome to the Sandhills Public Schools Board of Education Meeting.  The agenda sequence is provided as a 
courtesy only.  The board reserves the right to consider each item in any sequence it deems 
appropriate.  Therefore, we encourage visitors to attend the meeting from the beginning.

The Board of Education reserves the right to enter into Executive Session for the protection of the public 
interest; or the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual, and if the individual has not 
requested a public meeting.

1. Call to order 
2. Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
3. Publication of Hearing 
4. Roll Call  
5. Hear support, opposition, or general comments regarding Student Fees Policy for the 2026-

2027 school year 
6. Adjourn hearing 



NEBRASKA OPEN MEETINGS ACT
84-1407. Act, how cited. Sections 84-1407 to 84-1414 shall be known and may be cited as the Open Meetings 
Act.

84-1408. Declaration of intent; meetings open to public. It is hereby declared to be the policy of this state that 
the formation of public policy is public business and may not be conducted in secret.

Every meeting of a public body shall be open to the public in order that citizens may exercise their democratic 
privilege of attending and speaking at meetings of public bodies, except as otherwise provided by the Constitu-
tion of Nebraska, federal statutes, and the Open Meetings Act.

84-1409. Terms, defined. For purposes of the Open Meetings Act, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)(a) Public body means (i) governing bodies of all political subdivisions of the State of Nebraska, (ii) govern-
ing bodies of all agencies, created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant to law, of the 
executive department of the State of Nebraska, (iii) all independent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees, 
councils, subunits, or any other bodies created by the Constitution of Nebraska, statute, or otherwise pursuant to 
law, (iv) all study or advisory committees of the executive department of the State of Nebraska whether having 
continuing existence or appointed as special committees with limited existence, (v) advisory committees of 
the bodies referred to in subdivisions (i), (ii), and (iii) of this subdivision, and (vi) instrumentalities exercising 
essentially public functions; and

(b) Public body does not include (i) subcommittees of such bodies unless a quorum of the public body attends 
a subcommittee meeting or unless such subcommittees are holding hearings, making policy, or taking formal 
action on behalf of their parent body, except that all meetings of any subcommittee established under section 
81-15,175 are subject to the Open Meetings Act, (ii) entities conducting judicial proceedings unless a court or 
other judicial body is exercising rulemaking authority, deliberating, or deciding upon the issuance of adminis-
trative orders, and (iii) the Judicial Resources Commission or subcommittees or subgroups of the commission;

(2) Meeting means all regular, special, or called meetings, formal or informal, of any public body for the 
purposes of briefing, discussion of public business, formation of tentative policy, or the taking of any action of 
the public body; and

(3) Virtual conferencing means conducting or participating in a meeting electronically or telephonically with 
interaction among the participants subject to subsection (2) of section 84-1412.

84-1410. Closed session; when; purpose; reasons listed; procedure; right to challenge; prohibited acts; 
chance meetings, conventions, or workshops.

(1) Any public body may hold a closed session by the affirmative vote of a majority of its voting members if 
a closed session is clearly necessary for the protection of the public interest or for the prevention of needless 
injury to the reputation of an individual and if such individual has not requested a public meeting. The subject 
matter and the reason necessitating the closed session shall be identified in the motion to close. Closed sessions 
may be held for, but shall not be limited to, such reasons as:

(a) Strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining, real estate purchases, pending litigation, or litigation 
which is imminent as evidenced by communication of a claim or threat of litigation to or by the public body;

(b) Discussion regarding deployment of security personnel or devices;

(c) Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct;

(d) Evaluation of the job performance of a person when necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation 
of a person and if such person has not requested a public meeting;

(e) For the Community Trust created under section 81-1801.02, discussion regarding the amounts to be paid to 
individuals who have suffered from a tragedy of violence or natural disaster; or

(f) For public hospitals, governing board peer review activities, professional review activities, review and dis-
cussion of medical staff investigations or disciplinary actions, and any strategy session concerning transactional 
negotiations with any referral source that is required by federal law to be conducted at arms length.

Nothing in this section shall permit a closed meeting for discussion of the appointment or election of a new 
member to any public body.

(2) The vote to hold a closed session shall be taken in open session. The entire motion, the vote of each member 
on the question of holding a closed session, and the time when the closed session commenced and concluded 
shall be recorded in the minutes. If the motion to close passes, then the presiding officer immediately prior 
to the closed session shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. The 
public body holding such a closed session shall restrict its consideration of matters during the closed portions 
to only those purposes set forth in the motion to close as the reason for the closed session. The meeting shall be 
reconvened in open session before any formal action may be taken. For purposes of this section, formal action 
shall mean a collective decision or a collective commitment or promise to make a decision on any question, 
motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance or formation of a position or policy but shall not include ne-
gotiating guidance given by members of the public body to legal counsel or other negotiators in closed sessions 
authorized under subdivision (1)(a) of this section.

(3) Any member of any public body shall have the right to challenge the continuation of a closed session if 
the member determines that the session has exceeded the reason stated in the original motion to hold a closed 
session or if the member contends that the closed session is neither clearly necessary for (a) the protection of 
the public interest or (b) the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual. Such challenge 
shall be overruled only by a majority vote of the members of the public body. Such challenge and its disposition 
shall be recorded in the minutes.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that any meeting be closed to the public. No person or 
public body shall fail to invite a portion of its members to a meeting, and no public body shall designate itself a 
subcommittee of the whole body for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings Act. No closed session, 
informal meeting, chance meeting, social gathering, email, fax, or other electronic communication shall be used 
for the purpose of circumventing the requirements of the act.

(5) The act does not apply to chance meetings or to attendance at or travel to conventions or workshops of 
members of a public body at which there is no meeting of the body then intentionally convened, if there is no 
vote or other action taken regarding any matter over which the public body has supervision, control, jurisdic-
tion, or advisory power.

84-1411. Meetings of public body; notice; method; contents; when available; right to modify; duties 
concerning notice; virtual conferencing authorized; requirements; emergency meeting without notice; 

appearance before public body; applicability of section.

(1)(a) Except as provided in subsection (9) of this section, each public body shall give reasonable advance pub-
licized notice of the time and place of each meeting by a method designated by each public body and recorded 
in its minutes. Such notice shall be transmitted to all members of the public body and to the public.

(b)(i) Except as provided in subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of this section, in the case of a public body described in 
subdivision (1)(a)(i) of section 84-1409 or such body’s advisory committees, notice shall be given at least four 
times each year of the regular meeting schedule, the location, and the method designated by the public body to 
provide reasonable advance publicized notice. Such notice shall be given by publication in a legal newspaper of 
general circulation within the public body’s jurisdiction.

(ii) Subdivision (1)(b)(i) of this section shall not apply in the case of the governing body of a city of the second 
class or village, any advisory committee of such governing body, the governing body of a rural or suburban 
fire protection district, or any public body that only meets intermittently and is not required to hold regular 
meetings.

(iii) Failure to comply with subdivision (1)(b)(i) of this section shall not cause any motion, resolution, rule, 
regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public body made or taken at a meeting of the public body to be 
void or voidable.

(c) For a public body that decides to publish notice in a newspaper of general circulation within the pub-
lic body’s jurisdiction to meet the notice requirement in subdivision (1)(a) of this section, in case of refusal, 
neglect, or inability of the newspaper to publish the notice, the public body shall (i) post such notice on its 
website, if available, (ii) request the newspaper submit a post on a statewide website, if available, established 
and maintained as a repository for such notices by a majority of Nebraska newspapers, and (iii) post such notice 
in a conspicuous public place in such public body’s jurisdiction. The public body shall keep a written record of 
such posting pursuant to subdivision (1)(c)(i) and (iii) of this section and a written record of the request to the 
newspaper pursuant to subdivision (1)(c)(ii) of this section. The record of such posting shall be evidence that 
such posting was done as required and shall be sufficient to fulfill the requirement of publication.

(d) Each public body shall record the methods and dates of such notice in its minutes.

(e) Such notice shall contain an agenda of subjects known at the time of the publicized notice or a statement that 
the agenda, which shall be kept continually current, shall be readily available for public inspection at the princi-
pal office of the public body during normal business hours. Agenda items shall be sufficiently descriptive to give 
the public reasonable notice of the matters to be considered at the meeting. Except for items of an emergency 
nature, the agenda shall not be altered later than (i) twenty-four hours before the scheduled commencement 
of the meeting or (ii) forty-eight hours before the scheduled commencement of a meeting of a city council or 
village board scheduled outside the corporate limits of the municipality. The public body shall have the right to 
modify the agenda to include items of an emergency nature only at such public meeting.

(2)(a) The following entities may hold a meeting by means of virtual conferencing if the requirements of sub-
division (2)(b) of this section are met:

(i) A state agency, state board, state commission, state council, or state committee, or an advisory committee 
of any such state entity;

(ii) An organization, including the governing body, created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act, the Joint 
Public Agency Act, or the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act;

(iii) The governing body of a public power district having a chartered territory of more than one county in this 
state;

(iv) The governing body of a public power and irrigation district having a chartered territory of more than one 
county in this state;

(v) An educational service unit;

(vi) The Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council;

(vii) An organization, including the governing body, of a risk management pool or its advisory committees 
organized in accordance with the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act;

(viii) A community college board of governors;

(ix) The Nebraska Brand Committee;

(x) A local public health department;

(xi) A metropolitan utilities district;

(xii) A regional metropolitan transit authority; and

(xiii) A natural resources district.

(b) The requirements for holding a meeting by means of virtual conferencing are as follows:

(i) Reasonable advance publicized notice is given as provided in subsection (1) of this section, including pro-
viding access to a dial-in number or link to the virtual conference;

(ii) In addition to the public’s right to participate by virtual conferencing, reasonable arrangements are made 
to accommodate the public’s right to attend at a physical site and participate as provided in section 84-1412, 
including reasonable seating, in at least one designated site in a building open to the public and identified in 
the notice, with: At least one member of the entity holding such meeting, or his or her designee, present at each 
site; a recording of the hearing by audio or visual recording devices; and a reasonable opportunity for input, 
such as public comment or questions, is provided to at least the same extent as would be provided if virtual 
conferencing was not used;

(iii) At least one copy of all documents being considered at the meeting is available at any physical site open 
to the public where individuals may attend the virtual conference. The public body shall also provide links to 
an electronic copy of the agenda, all documents being considered at the meeting, and the current version of the 
Open Meetings Act; and

(iv) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, subsection (1) of section 70-1014, subsection (2) of 
section 70-1014.02, or subsection (4) of section 79-2204, no more than one-half of the meetings of the state 



entities, advisory committees, boards, councils, organizations, or governing bodies are held by virtual confer-
encing in a calendar year. In the case of (A) an organization created under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that 
sells electricity or natural gas, (B) an organization created under the Municipal Cooperative Financing Act, (C) 
a governing body of a risk management pool and any advisory committee of such governing body, (D) any 
advisory committee of any state entity created in response to the Opioid Prevention and Treatment Act, (E) the 
Semiquincentennial Commission, (F) the board of trustees of the Nebraska State Historical Society, or (G) any 
local foster care review board, such organization, governing body, or committee may hold more than one-half 
of its meetings by virtual conferencing if such organization holds at least one meeting each calendar year that 
is not by virtual conferencing.

(3) Virtual conferencing, emails, faxes, or other electronic communication shall not be used to circumvent any 
of the public government purposes established in the Open Meetings Act.

(4) The secretary or other designee of each public body shall maintain a list of the news media requesting noti-
fication of meetings and shall make reasonable efforts to provide advance notification to them of the time and 
place of each meeting and the subjects to be discussed at that meeting.

(5) When it is necessary to hold an emergency meeting without reasonable advance public notice, the nature of 
the emergency shall be stated in the minutes and any formal action taken in such meeting shall pertain only to 
the emergency. Such emergency meetings may be held by virtual conferencing. The provisions of subsection (4) 
of this section shall be complied with in conducting emergency meetings. Complete minutes of such emergency 
meetings specifying the nature of the emergency and any formal action taken at the meeting shall be made 
available to the public by no later than the end of the next regular business day.

(6) A public body may allow a member of the public or any other witness to appear before the public body by 
means of virtual conferencing.

(7)(a) Notwithstanding subsections (2) and (5) of this section, if an emergency is declared by the Governor 
pursuant to the Emergency Management Act as defined in section 81-829.39, a public body the territorial juris-
diction of which is included in the emergency declaration, in whole or in part, may hold a meeting by virtual 
conferencing during such emergency if the public body gives reasonable advance publicized notice as described 
in subsection (1) of this section. The notice shall include information regarding access for the public and news 
media. In addition to any formal action taken pertaining to the emergency, the public body may hold such 
meeting for the purpose of briefing, discussion of public business, formation of tentative policy, or the taking 
of any action by the public body.

(b) The public body shall provide access by providing a dial-in number or a link to the virtual conference. The 
public body shall also provide links to an electronic copy of the agenda, all documents being considered at the 
meeting, and the current version of the Open Meetings Act. Reasonable arrangements shall be made to accom-
modate the public’s right to hear and speak at the meeting and record the meeting. Subsection (4) of this section 
shall be complied with in conducting such meetings.

(c) The nature of the emergency shall be stated in the minutes. Complete minutes of such meeting specifying 
the nature of the emergency and any formal action taken at the meeting shall be made available for inspection 
as provided in subsection (5) of section 84-1413.

(8) In addition to any other statutory authorization for virtual conferencing, any public body not listed in subdi-
vision (2)(a) of this section may hold a meeting by virtual conferencing if:

(a) The purpose of the virtual meeting is to discuss items that are scheduled to be discussed or acted upon at a 
subsequent non-virtual open meeting of the public body;

(b) No action is taken by the public body at the virtual meeting; and

(c) The public body complies with subdivisions (2)(b)(i) and (ii) of this section.

(9) This section does not apply to a meeting of the Nebraska Power Review Board or a public power district, 
a public power and irrigation district, an electric membership association, an electric cooperative company, a 
municipality having a generation and distribution system, or a registered group of municipalities if such meeting 
is subject to section 70-1034.

84-1412. Meetings of public body; rights of public; public body; powers and duties.

(1) Subject to the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to attend and the right to speak at meetings of pub-
lic bodies, and all or any part of a meeting of a public body, except for closed sessions called pursuant to section 
84-1410, may be videotaped, televised, photographed, broadcast, or recorded by any person in attendance by 
means of a tape recorder, a camera, video equipment, or any other means of pictorial or sonic reproduction or 
in writing. Except for closed sessions called pursuant to section 84-1410, a public body shall allow members of 
the public an opportunity to speak at each meeting.

(2) It shall not be a violation of subsection (1) of this section for any public body to make and enforce reasonable 
rules and regulations regarding the conduct of persons attending, speaking at, videotaping, televising, photo-
graphing, broadcasting, or recording its meetings, including meetings held by virtual conferencing.

(3) No public body shall require members of the public to identify themselves as a condition for admission to the 
meeting nor shall such body require that the name of any member of the public be placed on the agenda prior to 
such meeting in order to speak about items on the agenda. The body shall require any member of the public de-
siring to address the body to identify himself or herself, including an address and the name of any organization 
represented by such person unless the address requirement is waived to protect the security of the individual.

(4) No public body shall, for the purpose of circumventing the Open Meetings Act, hold a meeting in a place 
known by the body to be too small to accommodate the anticipated audience.

(5) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds its meeting in its traditional meeting 
place which is located in this state.

(6) No public body shall be deemed in violation of this section if it holds a meeting outside of this state if, but 
only if:

(a) A member entity of the public body is located outside of this state and the meeting is in that member’s 
jurisdiction;

(b) All out-of-state locations identified in the notice are located within public buildings used by members of the 
entity or at a place which will accommodate the anticipated audience;

(c) Reasonable arrangements are made to accommodate the public’s right to attend, hear, and speak at the meet-
ing, including making virtual conferencing available at an instate location to members, the public, or the press, 
if requested twenty-four hours in advance;

(d) No more than twenty-five percent of the public body’s meetings in a calendar year are held out-of-state;

(e) Out-of-state meetings are not used to circumvent any of the public government purposes established in the 
Open Meetings Act; and

(f) The public body publishes notice of the out-of-state meeting at least twenty-one days before the date of the 
meeting in a legal newspaper of statewide circulation.

(7) Each public body shall, upon request, make a reasonable effort to accommodate the public’s right to hear the 
discussion and testimony presented at a meeting.

(8) Public bodies shall make available at the meeting or the instate location for virtual conferencing as required 
by subdivision (6)(c) of this section, for examination and copying by members of the public, at least one copy 
of all reproducible written material to be discussed at an open meeting, either in paper or electronic form. Public 
bodies shall make available at least one current copy of the Open Meetings Act in the meeting room at a location 
accessible to members of the public. At the beginning of the meeting, the public shall be informed about the 
location of the information.

84-1413. Meetings; minutes; roll call vote; secret ballot; when; agenda and minutes; required on website; 
when.

(1) Each public body shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time, place, members present and absent, 
and the substance of all matters discussed.

(2) Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and seconded shall be by roll call vote of the 
public body in open session, and the record shall state how each member voted or if the member was absent or 
not voting. The requirements of a roll call or viva voce vote shall be satisfied by a public body which utilizes 
an electronic voting device which allows the yeas and nays of each member of such public body to be readily 
seen by the public.

(3) The vote to elect leadership within a public body may be taken by secret ballot, but the total number of votes 
for each candidate shall be recorded in the minutes.

(4) The minutes of all meetings and evidence and documentation received or disclosed in open session shall be 
public records and open to public inspection during normal business hours.

(5) Minutes shall be written or kept as an electronic record and shall be available for inspection within ten 
working days or prior to the next convened meeting, whichever occurs earlier, except that cities of the second 
class and villages may have an additional ten working days if the employee responsible for writing or keeping 
the minutes is absent due to a serious illness or emergency.

(6) Beginning July 31, 2022, the governing body of a natural resources district, the city council of a city of the 
metropolitan class, the city council of a city of the primary class, the city council of a city of the first class, 
the county board of a county with a population greater than twenty-five thousand inhabitants, and the school 
board of a school district shall make available on such entity’s public website the agenda and minutes of any 
meeting of the governing body. The agenda shall be placed on the website at least twenty-four hours before the 
meeting of the governing body. Minutes shall be placed on the website at such time as the minutes are available 
for inspection as provided in subsection (5) of this section. This information shall be available on the public 
website for at least six months.

84-1414. Unlawful action by public body; declared void or voidable by district court; when; duty to 
enforce open meeting laws; citizen’s suit; procedure; violations; penalties.

(1) Any motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public body made or taken in 
violation of the Open Meetings Act shall be declared void by the district court if the suit is commenced within 
one hundred twenty days of the meeting of the public body at which the alleged violation occurred. Any motion, 
resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action of a public body made or taken in substantial violation 
of the Open Meetings Act shall be voidable by the district court if the suit is commenced more than one hundred 
twenty days after but within one year of the meeting of the public body in which the alleged violation occurred. 
A suit to void any final action shall be commenced within one year of the action.

(2) The Attorney General and the county attorney of the county in which the public body ordinarily meets shall 
enforce the Open Meetings Act.

(3) Any citizen of this state may commence a suit in the district court of the county in which the public body 
ordinarily meets or in which the plaintiff resides for the purpose of requiring compliance with or preventing 
violations of the Open Meetings Act, for the purpose of declaring an action of a public body void, or for the 
purpose of determining the applicability of the act to discussions or decisions of the public body. It shall not be 
a defense that the citizen attended the meeting and failed to object at such time. The court may order payment of 
reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff in a suit brought under this section.

(4) Any member of a public body who knowingly violates or conspires to violate or who attends or remains at a 
meeting knowing that the public body is in violation of any provision of the Open Meetings Act shall be guilty 
of a Class IV misdemeanor for a first offense and a Class III misdemeanor for a second or subsequent offense.

84-1415. Open Meetings Act; requirements; waiver; validity of action.

No motion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action made, adopted, passed, or taken at a meeting 
as defined in section 84-1409 of a public body as defined in such section shall be invalidated because such mo-
tion, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or formal action was made, adopted, passed, or taken at a meeting 
or meetings on or after March 17, 2020, and on or before April 30, 2021, pursuant to a Governor’s Executive 
Order which waived certain requirements of the Open Meetings Act.
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Policy No. 5416 - Student Fees Policy

Students

The Board of Education of Sandhills Public Schools adopts the following student fees policy in 
accordance with the Public Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act.

The District's general policy is to provide for the free instruction in school in accordance with the 
Nebraska Constitution and state and federal law. This generally means that the District's policy is 
to provide free instruction for courses which are required by state law or regulation and to 
provide the staff, facility, equipment, and materials necessary for such instruction, without 
charge or fee to the students.

The District does provide activities, programs, and services to children which extend beyond the 
minimum level of constitutionally required free instruction. Students and their parents have 
historically contributed to the District's efforts to provide such activities, programs, and services. 
The District's general policy is to continue to encourage and, to the extent permitted by law, to 
require such student and parent contributions to enhance the educational program provided by 
the District.

Under the Public Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act, the District is 
required to set forth in a policy its guidelines or policies for specific categories of student fees. 
The District does so by setting forth the following guidelines and policies. This policy is subject 
to further interpretation or guidance by administrative or Board regulations which may be 
adopted from time to time. The Policy includes Appendix "l," which provides further specifics of 
student fees and materials required of students for the school year. Parents, guardians, and 
students are encouraged to contact their building administration or their teachers or activity 
coaches and sponsors for further specifics.

(1) Guidelines for non-specialized attire required for specified courses and activities. 
Students have the responsibility to furnish and wear non-specialized attire meeting 
general District grooming and attire guidelines, as well as grooming and attire guidelines 
established for the building or programs attended by the students or in which the students 
participate. Students also have the responsibility to furnish and wear non-specialized 
attire reasonably related to the programs, courses and activities in which the students 
participate where the required attire is specified in writing by the administrator or teacher 
responsible for the program, course or activity.

The District will provide or make available to students such safety equipment and attire 
as may be required by law, specifically including appropriate industrial-quality eye 
protective devices for courses of instruction in vocational, technical, industrial arts, 
chemical or chemical--physical classes which involve exposure to hot molten metals or 
other molten materials, milling, sawing, turning, shaping, cutting, grinding, or stamping 
of any solid materials, heat treatment, tempering, or kiln firing of any metal or other 
materials, gas or electric arc welding or other forms of welding processes, repair or 
servicing of any vehicle, or caustic or explosive materials, or for laboratory classes 



involving caustic or explosive materials, hot liquids or solids, injurious radiations, or 
other similar hazards. Building administrators are directed to assure that such equipment 
is available in the appropriate classes and areas of the school buildings, teachers are 
directed to instruct students in the usage of such devices and to assure that students use 
the devices as required, and students have the responsibility to follow such instructions 
and use the devices as instructed.

(2) Personal or consumable items & miscellaneous

(a)  Extracurricular Activities. Students have the responsibility to furnish any 
personal or consumable items for participation in extracurricular activities.

(b)  Courses

(i) General Course Materials. Items necessary for students to benefit from courses 
will be made available by the District for the use of students during the school 
day. Students may be encouraged, but not required, to bring items needed to 
benefit from courses including, but not limited to, pencils, paper, pens, erasers, 
notebooks, trappers, protractors and math calculators. A specific class supply list 
will be published annually in a Board-approved student handbook or supplement 
or other notice. The list may include refundable damage or loss deposits required 
for usage of certain District property.

(ii) Damaged or Lost Items. Students are responsible for the careful and 
appropriate use of school property. Students and their parents or guardian will be 
held responsible for damages to school property where such damage is caused or 
aided by the student and will also be held responsible for the reasonable 
replacement cost of school property which is placed in the care of and lost by the 
student.

(iii) Materials Required for Course Materials. Students are permitted to and may 
be encouraged to supply materials for course projects. Some course projects (such 
as projects in art and shop classes) may be kept by the student upon completion. 
In the event the completed project has more than minimal value, the student may 
be required, as a condition of the student keeping the completed project, to 
reimburse the District for the reasonable value of the materials used in the project. 
Standard project materials will be made available by the District. If a student 
wants to create a project other than the standard course project, or to use materials 
other than standard project materials, the student will be responsible for 
furnishing or paying the reasonable cost of any such materials for the project.

(iv) Music Course Materials. Students will be required to furnish musical 
instruments for participation in optional music courses. Use of a musical 
instrument without charge is available under the District's fee waiver policy. The 
District is not required to provide for the use of a particular type of musical 
instrument for any student.



(v) Parking. Students may be required to pay for parking on school grounds or at 
school-sponsored activities, and may be subject to payment of fines or damages 
for damages caused with or to vehicles or for failure to comply with school 
parking rules.

(3) Extracurricular Activities-Specialized equipment or attire. Extracurricular activities 
means student activities or organizations which are supervised or administered by the 
District, which do not count toward graduation or advancement between grades, and in 
which participation is not otherwise required by the District. The District will generally 
furnish students with specialized equipment and attire for participation in extracurricular 
activities. The District is not required to provide for the use of any particular type of 
equipment or attire. Equipment or attire fitted for the student and which the student 
generally wears exclusively, such as dance squad, cheerleading, and music/dance activity 
(e.g. choir or show choir) uniforms and outfits, along with T-shirts for teams or band 
members, will be required to be provided by the participating student. The cost of 
maintaining any equipment or attire, including uniforms, which the student purchases or 
uses exclusively, shall be the responsibility of the participating student. Equipment which 
is ordinarily exclusively used by an individual student participant throughout the year, 
such as golf clubs, softball gloves, and the like, are required to be provided by the student 
participant. Items for the personal medical use or enhancement of the student (braces, 
mouth pieces, and the like) are the responsibility of the student participant. Students have 
the responsibility to furnish personal or consumable equipment or attire for participation 
in extracurricular activities or for paying a reasonable usage cost for such equipment or 
attire. For musical extracurricular activities, students may be required to provide 
specialized equipment, such as musical instruments, or specialized attire, or for paying a 
reasonable usage cost for such equipment or attire.

(4) Extracurricular Activities-Fees for participation. Any fees for participation in extra-
curricular activities are further specified in Appendix "1." Admission fees are charged for 
extracurricular activities and events.

(5) Postsecondary education costs. Students are responsible for postsecondary education 
costs. The phrase "postsecondary education costs" means tuition and other fees only 
associated with obtaining credit from a postsecondary educational institution. For a 
course in which students receive high school credit and for which the student may also 
receive postsecondary education credit, the course shall be offered without charge for 
tuition, transportation, books, or other fees, except tuition and other fees associated with 
obtaining credits from a postsecondary educational institution.

(6) Transportation costs. Students are responsible for fees established for transportation 
services provided by the District as and to the extent permitted by federal and state laws 
and regulations.

(7) Copies of student files or records. The Superintendent or the Superintendent's 
designee shall establish a schedule of fees representing a reasonable cost of reproduction 
for copies of a student's files or records for the parents or guardians of such student. A 
parent, guardian or student who requests copies of files or records shall be responsible for 



the cost of copies reproduced in accordance with such fee schedule. The imposition of a 
fee shall not be used to prevent parents of students from exercising their right to inspect 
and review the students' files or records and no fee shall be charged to search for or 
retrieve any student's files or records. The fee schedule shall permit one copy of the 
requested records be provided for or on behalf of the student without charge and shall 
allow duplicate copies to be provided without charge to the extent required by federal or 
state laws or regulations.

(8) Participation in before-and-after-school or pre-kindergarten services. Students are 
responsible for fees required for participation in before-and-after-school or pre-
kindergarten services offered by the District, except to the extent such services are 
required to be provided without cost.

(9) Participation in summer school or night school. Students are responsible for fees 
required for participation in summer school or night school. Students are also responsible 
for correspondence courses.

(10) Breakfast and lunch programs. Students shall be responsible for items which 
students purchase from the District's breakfast and lunch programs. The cost of items to 
be sold to students shall be consistent with applicable federal and state laws and 
regulations. Students are also responsible for the cost of food, beverages, and personal or 
consumable items which the students purchase from the District or at school, whether 
from a "school store," a vending machine, a booster club or parent group sale, a book 
order club, or the like. Students may be required to bring money or food for field trip 
lunches and similar activities.

(11) Waiver Policy. The District's policy is to provide fee waivers in accordance with the 
Public Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act. Students who qualify 
for free or reduced-price lunches under United States Department of Agriculture child 
nutrition programs shall be provided a fee waiver or be provided the necessary materials 
or equipment without charge for: (1) participation in extracurricular activities and (2) use 
of a musical instrument in optional music courses that are not extracurricular activities. 
Participation in a free-lunch program or reduced-price lunch program is not required to 
qualify for free or reduced -price lunches for purposes of this section. Students or their 
parents must request a fee waiver prior to participating in or attending the activity, and 
prior to purchase of the materials.

(12) Distribution of Policy. The Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee shall 
publish the District's student fee policy in the Student Handbook or the equivalent (for 
example, publication may be made in an addendum or a supplement to the student 
handbook). The Student Handbook or the equivalent shall be provided to every student of 
the District or to every household in which at least one student resides, at no cost.

(13) Student Fee Fund. The School Board hereby establishes a Student Fee Fund. The 
Student Fee Fund shall be a separate school district fund not funded by tax revenue, into 
which all money collected from students and subject to the Student Fee Fund shall be 
deposited and from which money shall be expended for the purposes for which it was 



collected from students. Funds subject to the Student Fee Fund consist of money 
collected from students for: (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) 
postsecondary education costs, and (3) summer school or night school.

Legal Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. Sections 79-2,125 to 79-2,135

Neb. Constitution, Article VII, section 1.

Neb. Rev. Stat. Sections 79-241,, 79-605,, and 79-611(transportation)

Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 79-2104 (student files or records)

Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 79-715 (eye-protective devices)

Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 79-737 (liability of students for damages to school books)

Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec.  79-1104, (before-and-after-school or pre-kindergarten 
services)

Neb. Rev. Stat. Sections 79-1106, to 79-1108.03 (accelerated or differentiated 
curriculum program)

Date of Adoption:  Monday, August 10, 2026

Appendix to Policy 5416

Appendix "1" to Student Fees Policy 

Additional Specification of Required Materials and Fees1

Program General Description of Fee or Material $ Amount of Fee (Anticipated or

Maximum)2 or Specific Material

Required
Elementary Program   
Physical Education

classes

Appropriate clothing

(non-specialized attire)

Tennis shoes and socks, running shorts, T-shirt

Art classes and special

projects or events

Appropriate clothing

(non-specialized attire)

Old shirt for painting; other clothing which may get paint on it or otherwise be damaged

Music-Optional band

Courses

Musical instruments Musical instruments and accessories (reeds, valve oil, drum sticks, lyres, flip folders, slide grease, reed guards, cleaning swabs, mouthpiece brushes.  Limited 
instruments available for use by any student.

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-2,125
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-2,135
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-241
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-605
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-611
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-2104
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-715
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-737
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-1104
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-1106
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-1108.03
https://policies.sparqdata.com/NASB/browse/sandhillsset/SandhillsPS/z20000198
https://policies.sparqdata.com/NASB/browse/sandhillsset/SandhillsPS/z20000199


Classroom supplies General supplies, such as

writing instruments (pens,

pencils, crayons,

markers), notebooks, etc.

None--necessary classroom supplies will be made available by the school. Students will be responsible for the replacement cost of damaged or lost supplies. 
Students are encouraged but not required to bring items from  class supply lists

Field Trips Transportation and

admission costs of field

trips

None. Costs of school sponsored, class-related field trips will be paid for by the school.  With administrative approval, the 
requested donation may be up to $100.00 for special field trips.  

Copies Use of school copiers (except for one copy of the student file, 
which will be provided without charge).

Ten cents (.10) per page when charges apply.

School Meals  Breakfast (Grades K-5)-$2.20

Lunch (Grades K-5)--$3.45

Milk (Grades K-5)--$ .35

Prices are maximums based on one meal per day, will vary depending on the number of meals or items purchased by the 
student, and may be adjusted during the year.

Secondary Program General Description of Fee or Material $ Amount of Fee (Anticipated or Maximum) or Specific Material Required
Physical Education

classes

Appropriate clothing

(non-specialized attire)

Tennis shoes and socks, running shorts, T-shirt

Art and shop classes and

special projects, science

classes

Appropriate clothing

(non-specialized attire) Goggles-1 pair provided per year. If lost 
or damaged students are required to purchase a new pair.

Old shirt for painting; other clothing which may get paint on it or otherwise be damaged; protective clothing for shop classes; approved protective goggles for 
science classes.

Music-Optional band courses Musical instruments Musical instruments and accessories (reeds, valve oil, etc.) Limited instruments available for use by any student.
Classroom Supplies General supplies, such as

writing instruments (pens,

pencils, crayons,

markers), notebooks, etc.

None--necessary classroom supplies will be made available by the school.  Students will be responsible for the replacement cost of damaged or lost supplies. 
Students are encouraged but not required to bring items from class supply lists which may be handed out by the office or individual teachers.

Classroom Projects, i.e, Family & Consumer Science, Industrial 
Technology

Project Cost Student pays cost that is beyond the standard project provided by the school.

Advanced math or science classes Specialized calculators Some calculators will be available at school. If lost or damaged a replacement fee will be assessed at a rate paid by the school. Students are encouraged but not 
required to purchase such equipment for their personal use.



Copies Use of school copiers (except for one copy of the student file, 
which will be provided without charge)

Ten cents (.10) per page when charges apply.

School Meals  Breakfast (Grades 6-12)--$2.20

Lunch (Grades 6-12)--$3.70

Milk (Grades 6-12)--$.35

Prices are maximums based on one meal per day, will vary depending on the number of meals or items purchased by the 
student, and may be adjusted during the year.

Post-secondary education

classes

Tuition and fees for college courses taken for credit. None—Any postsecondary education costs are to be paid directly by students to the college.

End of year lost or damaged books Damage fee or replacement cost Fees and fines up to $5.00 for damaged books. Lost books or ruined books are charged replacement cost, generally at a 
maximum of $60.00

Yearbooks - Optional School Book Yearbooks are published and made available for purchase every year.  Cost is generally about $35
Locker usage Use of school padlock $5.00 fee if damaged or not returned at the end of the year.
   
Extracurricular and

other programs

General Description of Fee or Material $ Amount of Fee (Anticipated or

Maximum) or Specific Material

Required
Athletic Programs   
1. Admission Spectator fees for admission to events $5.00 per event maximum. Students may purchase an Activity Ticket for $60.00 per year. For District events hosted by the 

School, cost to be set by NSAA.
2. Athletic Physicals NSAA required athletic

Physicals

Cost varies; payable directly to student's physician or clinic.

Required items include athletic undergarments, practice attire, including shorts, shirts, socks and shoes suitable for the activity, and dress attire suitable for team 
travel.  Optional items for which students are responsible include:  personal athletic bags, hair ties, sweat bands, non-required gloves, swim goggles, towels, 
forearm pads and personal medical devices (braces, orthopedic inserts, etc.).  Additional required items for particular sports or activities include:
Basketball No additional
Football Mouthpiece
Golf Golf bag &clubs
Speech Dress attire; copies of research
Track No additional
Volleyball Volleyball knee pads

3. Equipment and

Attire

Students are responsible for required equipment and attire 
appropriate to the sport or activity which are not provided by the 
school, and are responsible for any optional clothing, equipment, 
or other items associated with the sport or activity.  Uniform 
items are checked out to students.  If lost or damaged students 
will be assessed fees in the amount of replacement cost.

Wrestling Wrestling head gear



Cheerleading and Flag Team Squads Shoes, approved uniforms (top & 
skirt; jacket), poms and other 
accessories

4. Travel meals Meals Students are responsible for their own meals while traveling. Students will receive $15 per meal only when an overnight stay is involved.
5. Locker use Padlock for locker $5.00 fee if damaged or not returned at the end of the year.
6. Camps and clinics Registration and other costs of camps or clinics Students are responsible for the cost of all clinics, camps and conditioning programs. Any personal items purchased at camps or clinics, such as t-shirts, shall be at 

the student's expense.
8. Marching Band

and Musical

Groups

Equipment and attire. Students will be responsible for the same costs as are set out for the athletic program. Students will be responsible for supplying their own musical instruments and 
accessories. Rental fees for instruments rented from the school may be charged and may vary based on the instrument.

Vocal Music Group Coordinating group attire Students will pay for outfits selected by the group. Cost will be based on selection at a maximum of $130.00
Clubs/Organizations   
FFA

 

FBLA

State & national dues, meals and 
activities                                                                                   State 
& National dues, meals and activies.

Annual dues not to exceed $50.00 per 
club.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Annual 
dues not to exceed $50.00 per club

 
National Honor Society State & national dues, meals and activities Currently no dues required. Annual dues not to exceed $50.00 per club.
Student 
Council                                                                                         Quiz 
Bowl

State & national dues, meals and 
activities                                             

Currently no dues required. Annual dues not to exceed $50.00 per club.

Currently no dues required. Annual dues not to exceed $50.00 per club.

Social & Recognition

Activities

  

1. School plays,

musicals and

social activities

Admission to events Currently no charge to participate.

2. School dances Admission to prom,

homecoming, etc.

Not to exceed $25 per event.

3. Class dues  Currently no dues are assessed. Each of the six secondary classes may assess its members an amount not to exceed $50.00 annually for rental and decoration of 
dance facilities, punch and snacks at social activities, memorials and recognition plaques, flowers, and cards, and similar class activities.  The payment of such an 
assessment shall be strictly voluntary, but students who do not pay may be denied admission to extracurricular activities supported by the class dues.

4. Picture Packets Optional - Pictures are still taken for use in school yearbook. Students purchase packets as desired and pay directly to photo company.
       5. Senior Optional graduation

Activities

Participation in class activities attendant to graduation (such as being part of the composite picture, special yearbook pages, etc.) is not required in order for 
students to receive their high school diploma. Students who choose to participate will be required to pay the cost of the items involved in the graduation ceremony 



           recognition

           assessment

and attendant class activities. These may include the rental of graduation robes, caps, tassels, class flowers, one mother's flower, class gift, yearbook picture page, 
and class composite picture. A single Senior Class Recognition Assessment, not to exceed $50, will be assessed to those Seniors who elect to participate in such 
activities. Expenses for above mentioned items will be paid out of the "Class Activity" account until funds are depleted. After this fund is empty, students will be 
responsible for all optional graduation activity costs.

     6. Trips Transportation, lodging,

meals, admission to

events, etc.

Students are responsible for costs of school sponsored trips where the trip is an extracurricular activity. The maximum costs of such trips will be $2,000 per 
student.

If the trip is not school sponsored, the costs of the trip are not subject to this policy and no fee waivers will apply. A trip is not school sponsored if: it is not 
supervised or administered by the school, attendance on the trip does not count towards graduation credit or grade advancement, and participation on the trip is 
voluntary for students.


	Agenda
	1. Call to order
	2. Nebraska Open Meetings Law
	OpenMeetingsAct-LETTER July 18, 2026

	3. Publication of Hearing
	4. Roll Call
	5. Hear support, opposition, or general comments regarding Student Fees Policy for the 2026-2027 school year
	5416 Student Fees Policy Aug 10, 2026

	6. Adjourn hearing

