
AGENDA
December 17, 2024

________________________________________

1. Please silence all cell phones  
2. Pledge Allegiance and Prayer  
3. Roll Call   
4. Inform public of the posting of the open meeting laws   
5. The meeting notice was published in the Columbus 

Telegram on December 10th, 2024 and the Humphrey 
Democrat on December 11th, 2024  

6. Approval of agenda as written   
7. Approve the minutes of November 19th, 2024  
8. Discussion and possible action on the following:  
9. County Treasurer  

9.a. Motion to Open the Hearing  
9.b. Motion to close the hearing  
9.c. Requesting approval of the following Motor 

Vehicle Exemptions as presented by the County 
Treasurer: Columbus Community Hospital, Girl 
Scouts Spirit of America, and Columbus Housing 
Authority.  

10. County Assessor and County Attorney  
10.a. Consideration of possible settlement on FRC 

TERC appeal.  
11. Motion to adjourn.  
12. Please silence all cell phones  
13. Roll call  
14. Inform public of the posting of the open meeting laws  
15. The meeting notice was published in the Columbus 

Telegram on December 10th, 2024 and the Humphrey 
Democrat on December 11th, 2024.  

16. Approve the agenda as written  
17. Approve the minutes for December 3rd, 2024 as written  
18. Discussion and possible action on the following:  
19. District Court Clerk, Marlene Vetick - Consideration of 

Platte County Sheriff's Merit Commission Board 
Member Appointment  

20. Platte County Veterans Services, Eric Mullally - 
Consideration of office staff budgeted wage increases 
for 2025  



21. Platte County Extension Office, Kelly Feehan - 
Consideration of the appointment of Ivy Klug to serve a 
3-year term on the Extension Board beginning January 
2025.  

22. Sheriff Wemhoff  
22.a. Consideration of purchase of Patrol Vehicles  
22.b. Consideration of purchase of laptop computers 

for patrol vehicles.  
23. Platte County Convention & Visitors Bureau - Theresa 

Grape  
23.a. Consideration of Platte County Fair Foundation 

request of $25,000.00  
23.b. Consideration of request from Columbus Golf 

Association in the amount of $59,300 for two new 
golf simulators for Van Berg Club House  

23.c. Consideration of the request from the Village of 
Platte Center for $70,000.00 for a new splash pad in 
Platte Center.  

23.d. Consideration of the request from the City of 
Columbus Business Improvement District (BID) for 
$25,000.00 for tree lighting at Frankfort Square.  

23.e. Consideration of the request from the City of 
Columbus Loup River Bridge Trail in the amount of 
$106,000.00 for installation of concrete to connect 
the pedestrian trail by the Loup River Bridge.  

23.f. Consideration of the request from the City of 
Columbus Parks and Recreation in the amount of 
$65,000.00 for replacement of the all-inclusive 
playground in Pawnee Park (ages 2-12 years old)   

23.g. Consideration of the request from FOE Eagles 
#1834 for $500.00 to replace a sign on 13th Street 
with electronic signage.  

23.h. Consideration of the request from Lindsay Area 
Development for $65,000.00 for a new 
multipurpose facility.   

23.i. Consideration of the request from Lakeview 
Booster Club for $64,000.00 for a new backstop 
system on the baseball/softball field.  

23.j. Consideration of the request from Big Pals Little 
Pals Association of Greater Columbus in the 
amount of $8,703.13 to replace a sign on the 
building and cabinets in the building.  

23.k. Placer AI Visitor Spend Update  



24. Highway Department  
24.a. Consideration of Year-End Certification for 

Highway Superintendent,
Resolution 24-20  

24.b. Consideration of County Maintenance Agreement 
117  

24.c. Consideration of Utility Applications from 
Midstates Data - Fiber Optic: J 3635, and MA 3029  

24.d. Consideration of bids for repair of the Loup River 
Bridge south of Monroe  

24.e. Road Report  
25. Consideration of ARPA monies.  

25.a. Consideration of Courthouse Security  
25.b. Consideration of Duncan Volunteer Fire 

Department  
25.c. Consideration of Monroe Volunteer Fire & 

Rescue  
25.d. Consideration of Lindsay Volunteer Fire and 

Rescue  
26. Register of Deeds - Diane Kapels  

26.a. Consideration of acceptance of Resignation of 
Diane Kapels effective January 3, 2025.   

26.b. Consideration of the appointment of Sigrid 
Parker to the office of Register of Deeds beginning 
January 6, 2025, for the remainder of the term 
ending January 6, 2027.  

27. Consideration to adopt Resolution 24-21, expressing 
appreciation to Ron Pfeifer  

28. Consideration to adopt Resolution 24-22, expressing 
appreciation to Jerry Engdahl  

29. Consideration to adopt Resolution 24-23, expressing 
appreciation to Diane Kapels  

30. Consideration of closed session to discuss possible 
litigation  

31. Committee Reports  
32. Motion to accept, file and credit the proper accounts in 

correspondence: Monthly Fee Reports, Nebraska 
Bankers Insurance and Services Company - Bank 
Compliance Report for month ending 10/31/24, City of 
Columbus - Notice of Public Hearings - Redevelopment 
Plan for the Innate Concepts Redevelopment Project, 
Charter Communications - Channel Change Notice,  



Public Official Bond for David R. Jacobson, Treasurer 
of Platte Center Rural Fire District #12, County 
Treasurer Receipts $135,189.09

33. Motion to approve claims  
34. Public Comments  
35. Motion to Adjourn sine die  

The agenda for the meeting subject to change, is kept continuously current and is available for 
public inspection at the office of the County Clerk in the Platte County Courthouse, Columbus, 
Nebraska.



























PLATTE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
           2610 14TH St.
   Columbus, NE 68601
       O - 402-564-9077
       F - 402-564-1662

EDWARD WEMHOFF, SHERIFF email – ewemhoff@plattecounty.ne.gov

Platte County Board of Supervisors

December 10, 2024

I need to purchase patrol vehicles.  I recently met with the General Committee to share and 
discuss with them what my options currently are.  

After our conversation I would like to purchase two Ford PIU (Explorer) patrol vehicles.  As of the 
time of this letter we are securing the price with the vendor who has the state bid on these 
vehicles.  Our rough estimate is $44,839 per vehicle. 

I would request the board approve these expenditures.  I will have an exact amount at the time 
of the meeting with an estimation of $90,000 for the purchase of two patrol vehicles.  The funds 
have been budgeted for and would be paid for out of my “Sheriff” budget.

Sincerely,

Edward Wemhoff
Platte County Sheriff 



PLATTE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
           2610 14TH St.
   Columbus, NE 68601
       O - 402-564-9077
       F - 402-564-1662

EDWARD WEMHOFF, SHERIFF           email – ewemhoff@plattecounty.ne.gov

Platte County Board of Supervisors

December 10, 2024

I am requesting approval to purchase laptop computers for patrol vehicles. 

Annually we replace some laptop computers in our patrol vehicles.  Considering how we are required to 
submit electronically most of what we do; it is imperative that computers function properly so deputies 
can complete everyday tasks.  I have previously met with the General Committee regarding this request. 

As we did last year, we are taking advantage of a grant through the Nebraska Crime Commission and the 
Nebraska Office of Highway Safety to aid our total costs to replace some laptop computers.  The way the 
grant works is that they will cover 75% of the purchase with a total amount of $15,000.  We cover 25% 
under $15,000 and anything above $15,000.

Again, as we did last year, we requested the assistance of our IT department who were able to acquire 
two quotes for identical laptops and equipment that will work with our current laptops and equipment.  
Of the quotes received, CDWG’s was the lowest quote. 

I have chosen laptop computers and other necessary equipment totaling $14,122.  The cost I am 
responsible for is $3,530.44, with the state covering the balance of $10,591.32.

I have budgeted funds to cover the cost to replace laptop computers in the “Capital Expense - Sheriff” 
account of the general fund.  What I had requested to be budgeted will more than cover these costs.

I am requesting board approval for the purchase of these computers at a cost of up to $14,122, to be 
paid from ”Capital Expense - Sheriff”.  I am requesting up to, as I need to verify if I cover the total cost 
and then get reimbursed, or if I only have the 25% portion I am responsible for.  I should know by the 
board meeting the exact details.

Sincerely,

Edward Wemhoff
Platte County Sheriff 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Resolution 24-21

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION

Ronald Pfeifer

A RESOLUTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON AND BOARD OF SUPERVIORS OF 
PLATTE COUNTY, COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION 
FOR THE SERVICES RON PFEIFER GAVE PLATTE COUNTY WHILE IN 
SERVICE AS DISTRICT 4 SUPERVISOR 

WHEREAS Ron Pfeifer served as District 4 Supervisor for Platte 
County from January 1997 to January 2025.

WHEREAS, elected officials of Platte County wish to go on 
record as expressing their appreciation for the service he provided to 
the county while serving as District 4 Supervisor for Platte County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CHAIRPERSON AND 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PLATTE COUNTY, COLUMBUS NEBRASKA, 
that on behalf of Platte County and its citizens, we hereby go on record 
as expressing our appreciation to Ron Pfeifer for the service he provided 
Platte County as District 4 Supervisor.  

Passed and adopted this 17th Day of December 2024

____________________________

Kim Kwapnioski
Chairperson

Platte County Board of Supervisors



Resolution 24-23

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION

Diane Kapels

A RESOLUTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON AND BOARD OF SUPERVIORS OF 
PLATTE COUNTY, COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION 
FOR THE SERVICES DIANE KAPELS GAVE PLATTE COUNTY WHILE IN 
SERVICE AS PLATTE COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS 

WHEREAS Diane Kapels served as Register of Deeds for Platte 
County from January 2003 to January 2025.

WHEREAS, elected officials of Platte County wish to go on 
record as expressing their appreciation for the service she provided to 
the county while serving as Register of Deeds for Platte County, as well 
as working as a public servant for Platte County in the Register of Deeds 
office from 1975 to 1990.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CHAIRPERSON AND 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PLATTE COUNTY, COLUMBUS NEBRASKA, 
that on behalf of Platte County and its citizens, we hereby go on record 
as expressing our appreciation to Diane Kapels for the service she 
provided Platte County as Register of Deeds.  

Passed and adopted this 17th Day of December 2024

____________________________

Kim Kwapnioski
Chairperson

Platte County Board of Supervisors
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