
KENESAW PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Monday, September 14, 2020 8:00 PM

Kenesaw Public School Library 
110 N Fifth Avenue

Kenesaw, NE 68956-1563

Agenda

1. Opening the Meeting
A. Call to Order
B. Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
C. Publication of Meeting
D. Roll Call

2. Welcome Visitors and Public Comment
3. Reports

A. Comments from Principal LeClaire
B. Comments from Principal Wiechman
C. Comments from Superintendent Masters
D. Board Committees

4. Consent Agenda
A. Minutes of the August 10, 2020 Regular Board Meeting.
B. Minutes of the August 10, 2020 Special Board Meeting
C. Approval of September Treasurer's Report.
D. Approval of September Claims. Payroll: $274,186.66 Claims $76,010.96
E. Approve ESU 9 Agreement for Power School Support Services for $4,435.88

5. Action Items
A. Approval of the 2020-2021 Kenesaw Public Schools Budgets - General Fund -

  $4,848,500, Depreciation Fund - $250,000, Activity Fund - $375,000, School 
Nutrition/Lunch Fund - $265,000, Bond Fund - $$572,500, and Special Building 
Fund - $312,180. Total of all Funds - $6,623,180.

B. Approval of the 2020-2021 Kenesaw Public Schools Final Tax Request - General 
Fund - $3,611,111.00 & Tax Rate of 0.821932, Bond Fund - $333,333.00 & Tax 
Rate of 0.075871, and Special Building Fund - $202,020.00 & Tax Rate of 
0.045982.  Total Tax Request for all Taxing Funds of $4,146,464.00 & Tax Rate of 
0.943785.

C. Approve the Maintenance Contract with Trane for $6,320.00
6. Discussion Items

A. Discuss School Board Interest in Attending NASB Annual State Education 
Conference - November 18-20, 2020 

B. Review Bullying Policy
C. Discuss School District Plan for Staff Professional Development
D. Conflict of Interest Resolution
E. Discuss Kenesaw COVID Plan
F. Discuss Paying Extra Duty Assignments for the 2020-2021 School Year 
G. Discuss Progress of Elementary Staff with Bridges Math, Reading, and PLCs
H. Discuss Rubber Mulch and Rubber Edging for the Elementary Playground -

7. October Master Board Calendar Items



A. Review and Update School Improvement Plan
B. Review District Goals

8. Executive Session
9. Adjourn

 



Kenesaw School Board Meeting 
Secondary Principal's Report 

September 14, 2020 
 
School reopening went as smoothly as it could have. Students seem to be happy and excited to 
have regular routines. 
 
Mask wearing has not been an issue. Students and staff have been receptive and agreeable for the 
most part regarding all of our COVID mitigation measures. 
 
No major discipline issues so far.  
 
Focus for PLC: 

• Practices and training on goals of Strategic Plan 
o Assessment and Grading  
o Data Analysis 
o Intervention Strategies 

 
MAP Testing in Reading & Math 
 
Homecoming Week 

• Phase Four of DHM removed the ban on parades so we will return to the traditional 
format for Homecoming festivities 

• Dress Up Days all week 
• Friday: Parade and Pep Rally; Crowning of King & Queen 
• Game vs. Giltner 7:00; Dance immediately following game in the Old Gym  



Principal’s Monthly Report for School Board 
Kenesaw Preschool and Elementary School 

Joe Wiechman - Elementary Principal 
 

Elementary Update 

Mask wearing is going well. Students have done an excellent job of remembering to wear 
them in common areas. Students are very positive towards our efforts to hopefully 
maintain the in person education. 
 
Elementary MAP, Dibel, and STAR testing is concluding this coming week. We should have 
results and data sorted out by the end of this coming week to begin Tiering students and 
providing proper interventions. 
 
Two new cafeteria tables are on a truck headed towards Kenesaw. We will use these to 
help spread students out a little more in the cafeteria to better meet some of the social 
distancing expectations in our cafeteria. 
 

Elementary Playground Area: Rubber Crumb and Border: 

We are in the process of gathering bids on the rubber crumb and rubber border timbers for 
the elementary playground.  
 
The NDEQ wastewater and recycling grant for Rubber Crumb and Rubber derivative 
products closed on the 10th of September. We applied for the grant. If we are awarded the 
grant, it covers 50% of rubber crumb costs and 25% of rubber derivative product costs. We 
have a complete bid from Champlin Tire Recycling out of Kansas for about $19,000 (crumb 
rubber, timbers, and delivery). This is the best bid we have received so far. They have both 
products available, but they are not a Nebraska company, which may hinder our ability to 
use them for the grant. 
 
Bruckman out of Hastings, NE was another bid, but they do not have the timber borders 
and the quote was about$ 22,000 for only the crumb rubber and delivery. 
 

Preschool: 

Preschool outdoor equipment is all in and ready for the installation crew when they arrive. 
The shelter is set to be delivered in the next month. We have a concrete contract with 
Green Light Construction out of Kearney for the shelter pad. 
 
The sawmill delivered more wood chips for the playground area and those were infilled 
labor day weekend. This will be an annual process for our preschool area. 
 
Our preschool schedule is working well for both full-day and half-day students. 
 

Elementary MTSS Process: 

 



 

We are in the process of receiving professional development work with LaRaesha Kugel out 
of ESU 9 on reading instruction for PK-6. The professional development will start 
September 16th and go till September 23rd. Teachers will be using lesson maps with our 
Reading Street reading series to provide explicit instruction in reading to students. The 
week-long process will give teachers an opportunity to practice the processes, collaborate 
with each other, and receive feedback from LaRaesha on instruction. 
 

Elementary MTSS Branching Minds software: 

Branching Minds is a supporting software that brings together our testing data on students 
to help us better understand where our students are at as a whole person. The software 
uses MAP, STAR, Dibel, and a wide variety of other screener programs to create a profile of 
a student. THe profile then interacts with the system to provide teachers with evidence 
based instructional practices that should move the student forward. We are in the process 
of scheduling a demo with the REP.  
 
I have reached out to North Platte public schools as they are in the process of using the 
software too. Their elementary instructional administrator said the software allowed them 
to Tier about 4,000 students in 5 minutes. This would be a game changer for us, it takes 
multiple PLC times to input data, review triangulated data, and then develop interventions 
for specific students. We would be able to better meet the needs of all learners in a short 
amount of time.  
 
Initial first year cost is about $15 per student, each year after appears to be about $10. 



Superintendent’s Comments - September 2020 
  
Teachers and Staff Considered Essential Workers in Latest DHM (9-1 thru 9-13) -  

 
What does this mean for Kenesaw Public Schools?  What legal implications may this have? 
 
2020 State Education Conference -  
Hello Members, 

I am excited to be sharing that the 2020 State Education Conference will be held ​November 18-20 ​in hybrid form.  That means members may 

choose if they attend the event in-person at the CHI Health Center, downtown Omaha, or virtually.  For those that plan to attend in-person, 

please make your hotel reservations through the NASB registration process.  This will help us meet our commitment with the Conference 

hotels.  

We are working out the details of the agenda and registration process now.  So, you can expect registration to open during the month of 

September.  Attendance in-person will be limited to 500 to ensure we adhere to social distancing guidelines.  So, if you plan to attend in-person 

you will want to get signed up as soon as registration opens.  

Looking forward to a Conference like we have never held before! 

Best, 

Sharon Endorf 

Director of Member Engagement 

 
Band, Science, Library, Other Project Update - 
A punchlist review will be provided to me by Carmichael on Monday.  I will update the board at 
the meeting on what all is left to be completed. 
 
Nebraska’s Canvas Consortium 
Starting in June of 2020, the NDE announced it had entered into a contract with Instructure to provide its Canvas Learning 
Management System (LMS) to all Nebraska public and non-public schools and districts. At the time of the announcement Canvas 
was already the most widely used LMS in Nebraska’s K – 12 schools and districts through a statewide contract. Canvas is also the 
current learning management system for Nebraska’s universities and many of its state colleges. It is a collaborative platform used to 
manage online learning—including reporting, resource-sharing, grading, feedback, discussions, content creation, outcomes and 
tasks. An LMS simplifies teaching and learning by connecting all the digital tools teachers use in one easy place. For more 
information about LMS’s in general check out this PDF “​Why a Learning Management System is Useful​” 

Canvas - LMS (Our Schoology) - 
NDE will be purchasing the $4,500 setup fee normally required for Canvas.  There is a 10 
student minimum of $3 for each student.  We are currently using Schoology and we do not have 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jo5Ig0LIOk29Qd35IedM1uOsMx8UrGcf/view?usp=sharing


any plans to leave this platform.  Not having school during the 4th quarter forced many of our 
teachers to learn about and use Schoology.  I believe that many school districts did not have a 
Learning Management System which did not allow them to function remotely very well at all. 
NDE is using their state COVID funds to support this purchase.  Debating whether we should 
pay $30 a year for Canvas just in case we would ever need to go to this platform. 
 

New Hires -  
Paige Jorgensen was hired for 4 hours a day to support our two remote learning students (2 hours) and para in the elementary (2 
hours).  She decided that this was not for her so we will be again looking to fill this position. 

 
CARES Act  / ESSER Fund AND REAP Expenditures -  
We have utilized our CARES Act / ESSER Funds that were provided to us.  We have also 
expended our REAP allocation.  I have created spreadsheets illustrating what these federal 
dollars were spent on which I will share with the board.  I still need to complete the 
reimbursement requests for each of these grants.  There may possibly be additional money and 
a federal judge determined that Congress clearly specified that funds were for public schools. 
 
Federal Grant Reimbursement - 
We were approved for reimbursement of $130,000 for the Preschool Grant - Year 2.  We should 
be receiving this money at any time.  I am working on the 19-20 reimbursement for IDEA Sped 
funding.  I have to make an amendment to this application and then complete the 
reimbursement.  I should have this completed next week. 
 
19-20 Kenesaw Public Schools Audit 
The Mierau CPA firm will be coming out on September 28th to complete the 19-20 KPS Audit.  
 
Old Band Uniforms -  
We have not had much interest in our old band uniforms.  Any suggestions that you have are 
welcomed.  The plan right now is to take them to Goodwill and donate them.  Jim Arrowood had 
one contact that might be interested for the sole reason that this person did not want to see 
them thrown away.  
 
BranchingMinds - 
BranchingMinds is a database storage system that we might possibly be able to use to house all 
of our student assessment data.  We are looking for something that will be user friendly for 
teachers and can be used to report where specific students are groups of students are 
functioning at in regards to reading and math.  Being able to access this data quickly will help us 
to use it more effectively to support student learning. 
 
MAP Testing -  
Elementary students are close to being finished if not finished already.  The high school will be 
doing this the week of Septebmer 14-18.  I am curious to see how our students do on this 
assessment, especially since they missed all of the 4th quarter of last school year. 
 
Depreciation Payment to Eakes for Office Furniture in Library - 
We are making the payment to Eakes for the office Furniture in the library.  The payment is for 
$16,862.44.    $564.87 Carlson West Povondra, Carmichael travel expenses.- 168,383.32 
(289,331.98 including Special Building) Virco - Science Chairs - $8,706.60 



 
Free Meals - Lunch and Breakfast Extended until End of December -  
We are currently completing an application with NDE for our students to have free breakfast and 
lunch.  This is part of the Summer Food Service Program.  We will let parents know about this 
as soon as we are approved.  They will allow us to go back to September 1st and reimburse 
families for lunch and breakfast expenditures they had made in September.  
 
2019-2020 Ending with a Positive Balance - 
Hooray!!!!!! -  
 
Revenue $4,476,409.36 Less Expenditures $4,324,020.12   Equals  ​$152,389.24 Remainder 
 
Reminder 
 
Monday - September 14th 
6:30 pm​ - Financial Report Review  -  Shandra, Cindy, Marlin 
7:00 pm​ - Foundation Meeting 
7:30 pm​ - Budget Hearing 
Following the Budget Hearing​ - Tax Request Hearning 
Approx. 8:00 pm Following theTax Request Hearing​ - September Regular Board Meeting 





































































































1100 08/01/20 CT4827 CONTRACT: 01-0003-000_SIS-2021 SIS Support Kenesaw $4,400.00

08/01/20 CT4828 CONTRACT: 01-0003-000_PSA-2021 Pwrschool Custom Alerts Kenesaw $35.88

Account Code 1100 Total: $4,435.88

Kenesaw Public Schools Grand Total: $4,435.88

Kenesaw Public Schools Statement
8/25/2020 Account #: 110850

MemoDescription Account Name AmountNumberDate
Dept.
Code













RESOLUTION SETTING 
FINAL TAX REQUEST OF 

ADAMS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #0003 
know as KENESAW PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 
It is so moved by ____________ and seconded by _____________ this ​14th​ day of ​September, 2018​. 

 
WHEREAS​, public notice was given at least five days in advance of a Special Public Hearing called for the 

purpose of discussing and approving or modifying the District’s Tax Requests for the 2020-2021 school fiscal year for the 
General Fund, Special Building Fund, and the Bond Fund of Adams County School District #0003; 
 

and ​WHEREAS​ such Special Public Hearing was held before the Board of Education (hereinafter “the Board”) of 
Adams County School District #0003 (hereinafter “Kenesaw Public Schools”) at the time, date, and place announced in 
the notice published in a newspaper of general circulation, a copy of which notice and proof of publication of which is 
attached hereto as Exhibit A, all as required by law; 
 

and ​WHEREAS​, the Board provided an opportunity to receive comment, information, and evidence from persons 
in attendance at such Special Hearing; 
 

and ​WHEREAS​, the total assessed value of the property differs from last year’s total assessed value by ​-3.16%​; 
the tax rate which would levy the same amount of property tax as last year, when multiplied by the new total assessed 
value of property would be 0.938023; Kenesaw Public Schools proposes to adopt a property tax rate requests that will 
cause its tax rate to be 0.943785; 
 

and ​WHEREAS​, based on the proposed property tax request and changes in other revenue, the total operating 
budget of Kenesaw Public Schools for the 2020-2021 school year will be ​less than​ the total operating budget of the 
2019-2020 school year by 7.37%;  
 

and ​WHEREAS​, the Board, after having reviewed the District’s Tax Request for each said fund and after public 
consideration of the matter, has determined that the Final Tax Requests as listed below are necessary in order to carry 
out the functions of the District, as determined by the Board for the 2020-2021 school year; 
 

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED​ that (1) the Tax Request for the ​General Fund​ should be, and hereby is 
set at ​$3,611,111.00​; and (2) the Tax Request for the ​Special Building Fund​ should be, and is hereby set at 
$202,020.00​; and the Tax Request for the ​Bond Fund​ should be, and hereby is set at ​$333,333.00​. 

 
Roll Call Vote: GALLAGHER, SHAWN YES NO ABSENT 

KIMLE, MARLIN YES NO ABSENT 
LEGG, TROY YES NO ABSENT 
OLSEN, CINDY YES NO ABSENT 
SIDDERS, KAY YES NO ABSENT 
UDEN, SHANDRA YES NO ABSENT 

 
Outcome of Vote YES ____ NO____ ABSENT ____ 

 
The undersigned herewith certifies, as Secretary of the Board of Education of Adams County School District 

#0003, that the above resolution was duly adopted by a majority of said Board at a duly constituted public meeting of said 
Board. 
 
___________________________        September 14, 2020  
Secretary Date 
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Kenesaw Pub School Maint Agr Renewal 2020 
Proposal ID: 2896015 

©2020 Trane      All rights reserved Page 1 of 2 Renewal Agreement 
 

 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 
August 10, 2020 
 
 
  
  
Kenesaw Public Schools 
PO Box 129 
KENESAW, NE 68956  

Site Address: 
Kenesaw Public School 
110 N 5th Avenue 
KENESAW, NE 68956  
United States 

 
 
      
 

ATTENTION:   Rick Masters 

 

SUBJECT:  Continuation of Service Agreement  

Your Trane Service Agreement is scheduled for renewal on 10-01-2020.  To assure that there will be no interruption of service 
and benefits to Kenesaw Public Schools your Service Agreement will be extended through 09-30-2021.  The adjusted Service 
Fees for all sites is set forth in the following table: 
 

Contract Year Annual Amount USD Payment USD Payment Term 

Year 1  6,320.00  6,320.00 Annual 
 
 
The Annual Amount and Payment information set forth above DO NOT include applicable sales tax.  Applicable sales 
taxes will be included upon generation of the invoice for the renewed Service Agreement.  Payment of applicable 
sales tax is the responsibility of the Customer. 

 
If there is any reason why this Service Agreement should not be extended through this period, please notify Trane in writing 30 
days prior to the renewal date indicated above.  If so notified, Trane can continue at your discretion to provide services beyond 
the renewal date at our standard time and material rates. 
 
         Service Fee Discount.  A one-time 3.00 % discount is offered for full payment of 1 year(s) in advance of the 
commencement of the Service Agreement.  Invoice would be issued at start of the Agreement and is due net 15 days from date 
of invoice.  The discount would be 189.60 USD if this option is selected.  Tax will be calculated based upon the pre-discounted 
price.  This Service Fee discount is for advance payment only under the terms stated in this section and is not applicable to 
credit card transactions.  Please check the box to select this discount option.  
 

SCOPE OF SERVICE 
The Scope of Service for the new agreement period will remain the same as delivered in the current period. 
 

TERMS & CONDITIONS 
The Terms & Conditions shall remain unchanged from those executed in the original agreement and shall be extended for this 
renewal period. 
 

CLARIFICATIONS 
If Kenesaw Public Schools accounting procedures require a purchase order for the renewal term, please provide your 
purchase order number to Trane no less than 30 days prior to the renewal date. 
 
We value your business and look forward to continuing to serve and contribute to your organization’s success. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Trane U.S. Inc. 
11937 Portal Road 

La Vista, NE  68128 
Phone:  (402) 596-8000, Fax:   

Service Contact: (402) 596-2052 



Kenesaw Pub School Maint Agr Renewal 2020 
Proposal ID: 2896015 

©2020 Trane      All rights reserved Page 2 of 2 Renewal Agreement 
 

 
 
 
Kaylinn Nienhueser 
Account Manager 
Trane 

 
 
 

COVID-19 NATIONAL EMERGENCY CLAUSE 
The parties agree that they are entering into this Agreement while the nation is in the midst of a national emergency due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic (“Covid-19 Pandemic”).  With the continued existence of Covid-19 Pandemic and the evolving guidelines 
and executive orders, it is difficult to determine the impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on Trane’s performance under this 
Agreement.  Consequently, the parties agree as follows: 

1. Each party shall use commercially reasonable efforts to perform its obligations under the Agreement and to meet the 
schedule and completion dates, subject to provisions below; 

2. Each party will abide by any federal, state (US), provincial (Canada) or local orders, directives, or advisories regarding 
the Covid-19 Pandemic with respect to its performance of its obligations under this Agreement and each shall have 
the sole discretion in determining the appropriate and responsible actions such party shall undertake to so abide or to 
safeguard its employees, subcontractors, agents and suppliers; 

3. Each party shall use commercially reasonable efforts to keep the other party informed of pertinent updates or 
developments regarding its obligations as the Covid-19 Pandemic situation evolves; and   

4. If Trane’s performance is delayed or suspended as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic, Trane shall be entitled to an 
equitable adjustment to the project schedule and/or the contract price. 

 

   CUSTOMER ACCEPTANCE 

 

 

Authorized Representative 

 

 

Printed Name 

 

 

Title 

 

 

Purchase Order 

 

 

Acceptance Date 

 

Trane’s License Number:   
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