
WAHOO CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, May 13, 2025 - 7:00 PM

Wahoo Public Library, 637 N Maple St, Wahoo, NE 68066

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mayor and Council of the City of Wahoo meet on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month at the Wahoo Public Library, 637 N Maple Street Wahoo, Nebraska, at 7:00 p.m.  Notice of 
special meetings shall be given by posting a notice thereof on the bulletin board in City Hall, U.S. Post Office, and 
FirstBank of Nebraska, at least 24 hours before the special meeting.  All Council meetings are open to the public and 
the agenda, which is kept continually current, is available for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk at City 
Hall during normal business hours.

Individuals requiring physical or sensory accommodations, individual interpreter service, Braille, large print or 
recorded material, please contact the ADA Coordinator at City Hall, 605 North Broadway, Wahoo, Nebraska, 
68066, telephone 402-443-3222 as far in advance as possible, but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event.

{{Name: Agenda Item Name}}
Pledge of Allegiance

Announcement of the Open Meetings Act

Call to order and roll call

Proclamation

Audience comments on items not listed on the agenda

Department head reports

1. City Administrator Melissa Harrell

Consent Agenda

1. Acceptance of excused absence of Mayor or Council member(s)

2. Approval of the April 22, 2025 minutes of the City Council

3. Approval of Nathan Vidlak as a volunteer EMS member

4. Approval of claims

Public hearing and associated action items

Action items not requiring a public hearing

1. Approval of Event Permit for Street Dance submitted by Brian and Annette 
Eckleberry from Riff's Pub and Patio 



2. Discussion and possible action regarding Phase II of Kennedy Campus South Hall 
Project tabled at the February 25, 2025 meeting

3. Discussion and possible action regarding TIF agreement with Lincolnshire 
Investments on the Wahoo Super Project 

4. Approval of a request to place temporary fencing in ROW for demolition of Wahoo 
Super. 

5. Approval of Resolution No 2025-05 amending cemetery decoration policy to allow 
for solar lights. 

Mayor's comments on items not listed on the agenda

Council Comments on items not listed on the agenda

Adjourn

Upcoming planned meeting dates and agenda deadlines





 
 
Meetings/Trainings Attended: 

• Apr 14 – Wahoo Airport Authority Meeting 
• Apr 17, May 5 – Meetings with James Charlesworth Consulting on insurance proposal 
• Apr 21 – On-site meeting with K2 reps and City of Wahoo reps regarding Wilmer Ridge paving 
• Apr 22 & 24 – Caselle user training in Kearney 
• Apr 30 – Participation in call on Six Regions, One Nebraska, Southeast Region update 
• May 1 – Meeting with individual interested in learning about TIF and potential use on former Casey’s property 
• May 2 – Walk-thru with M.E. Collins on N Highlands Phase II improvements 
• May 7 – Attended meeting with PHMSA representatives regarding Wahoo Natural Gas project status and progress 
• May 7 – Attended GWDF meeting 
• May 8 – Meeting with Wahoo Public School reps regarding EMS Standby Services at sporting events 
• May 13 – Meeting with Bishop Neuman rep regarding EMS Standby Services at sporting events 

 
Status Update on Projects 

• North Highlands, Phase II – Water system has passed the necessary testing requirements and will be or has just 
recently been placed in service. Punch list items regarding water, paving, storm water, and sanitary sewer were 
generated at the walk-through meeting. Natural gas mains have been installed, and electricity is under construction, 
with expected completion in early-mid June. 

• Downtown Water Main Project – work is progressing as expected. All main lines have been installed and work is now 
focusing on service line connections.  

 
Other things going on… 

• Continued work on the City of Wahoo facilities planning. Various meetings have been held and will continue to be 
held to discuss plans, options, and next steps. 

• Since my last update on federal funding, we have a signed grant agreement for the natural gas project funding. We are 
currently waiting for the environmental review process to be completed. All documents have been submitted to 
PHMSA for their review, and we are waiting for their determination. Once we have received approval to proceed, 
following the environmental review process, the Utilities will begin the work. Some will be completed by our own staff, 
some will be contracted.  

• CORRECTION – 5/14/2025 – Only the heads on the east side of Chestnut have been replaced. The balance will be 
replaced as time allows. The replacement heads for the Chestnut Street lights were received and have been installed 
along Chestnut Street. These came in at a cost of just over $21,000.  One line crew staff member and one Street 
Department staff member worked together to get the heads replaced and all work was completed in approximately 
two days. 

• As I reported in my last report, the City of Wahoo, as a member of SENDD, has been offered a grant to collect income 
information from Wahoo that may make us eligible for additional grant opportunities.  A sample of this survey, which 
is scheduled to be mailed out in the next week, is included with my report. This data is not relevant unless we collect 
enough survey responses.  Typical target response is 20%, but I’d love it if we could hit 40%-50%. I appreciate you 
talking with neighbors and colleagues about this survey.  This data matters to us when applying for grants. 

• Grant Anderson has submitted his letter requesting a change in status of employment in the EMS Department. He has 
officially accepted a position with Saunders County as the Saunders County Emergency Manager, and because of 
that he will be stepping away from his full-time duties with us. He would like to remain a volunteer on our department. 
I certainly appreciate all that Grant has done to educate me on EMS and elevate the department and the City as a 
whole.  I am excited for the future and the possible collaboration and growth in emergency management for both 
Saunders County and the City of Wahoo, with Grant in this role.   

• Theresa Klein has been working with SENDD and SENHAC and their staff to submit a housing grant application to the 
Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Foundation. This, if awarded, would secure $750,000 to serve as a revolving loan 
fund to assist with construction of affordable housing options here in Wahoo. Because the grant is very competitive, 
we must secure commitments for at least a 10% match in local funding. Theresa, SENDD and I will be having 
conversations with Community Action Partnership of Lancaster and Saunders County about their lots to see if a 

City Administrator’s Report to the Council 
May 13, 2025 



partnership can be secured as well to assist with making our application even more competitive. This Thursday (May 
15th), at 6:00 p.m., SENDD will be at the Wahoo Public Library to host a grant public presentation. 

• Wahoo Cemetery – City staff has been working hard to continue clean up efforts at the Wahoo-owned cemeteries in 
preparation for Memorial Day. This spring there were several trees addressed with removal of some and trimming of 
others. Storm damage to them has been addressed as well. The March snowstorm also knocked power out at the 
Sunrise Cemetery, and we have worked with OPPD to get that corrected.  A power surge (we think) caused damage to 
the garage door opener at the maintenance shop, so in addition to the spring cleanup, spring turf management needs, 
and training a new employee, staff is working on repairs to the facility as well. The resolution on the agenda tonight is 
a result of conversations within the Cemetery Committee and is representative of their wishes. These proposed 
changes were reviewed by them prior to bringing them to the Council for consideration. There continues to be some 
social media complaints against the cemetery, and we are considering ways to best address any issues or concerns 
expressed. Anonymous posts do not create forward momentum or progress, so they are taken in stride, while 
knowing our staff is working hard to provide the best maintained facility with the resources we have. Please continue 
to take time to drive through the cemeteries to see the progress that is being made.  



TAKE THE SURVEY
Please fill out the survey to the best of your ability. The
survey should take less than 5 minutes to complete.

MAIL THE SURVEY BACK
Once completed, there will be a return envelope with
SENDD’s return address and postage for you to mail the
survey.

OPEN THE ENVELOPE
As this is a random sample survey, you may be receiving
mail from Southeast Nebraska Development District
(SENDD). Please do not throw this away.

CITY OF WAHOO, NE

INCOME SURVEYINCOME SURVEY
We need your help!

The City of Wahoo, with the assistance of SENDD, is conducting an income survey to determine a
Low-to-Moderate Income (LMI) percentage that represents the community as it stands today. The

results will determine what grant funding the community may be eligible for centered around
public infrastructure, broadband, and planning. Surveys will be individually mailed. 

ALL SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ANONYMOUS AND WILL NOT BE SHARED WITH THE PUBLIC.

SURVEYS ARE DUE BY JUNE 15, 2025

QUESTIONS? (402) 443-3222
605 N BROADWAY ST
WAHOO, NE 68066

(402) 475-2560
7407 O ST 
LINCOLN, NE 68510



SAMPLE



SAMPLE



SAMPLE



Optionally, the survey may be completed online by using the QR code below or by visiting 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WAHOO25

To complete the survey, enter one the codes 
provided below. Only one code should be used 
per family residing at this address.

Table 00B9V

z8h6zv
vxm599
cy3set

SAMPLE



 

 

 

NEBRASKA AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING TRUST FUND 
(NAHTF) PROGRAM 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPPORTUNITY FOR WAHOO 
HOMEBUYERS 

**Down-Payment Assistance Available**                           
**Purchase Price: $250,000 to $325,000** 

The Southeast Nebraska Affordable Housing Council is partnering 
with the City of Wahoo, Greater Wahoo Development Foundation, 
and local businesses to apply for a NAHTF program to build new 
affordable single-family homes 

 

Newly constructed 
single-family homes 

ranging from  
950-1,300 sq. ft. 

 
2-3  bedrooms                              
2 bathrooms                                                 

unfinished basement  
(roughed in for an 

additional 2 bedrooms 
and 1 bathroom) 

 
Down-payment 

assistance options 
available.   

 
Buyers must be 

income verified at or 
below 120% of the AMI 
for Saunders County. 

 
Contact us below for 

more information! 

SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

COUNCIL (SENAHC) 
7407 O Street 

Lincoln, NE 68510 
402-475-2560 

https://sendd.org/our-
partners/senahc/  

Email: 
jwarrelmann@sendd.org 

  



Wahoo Public Library Wahoo, Nebraska April 22, 2025 
The Council met in Regular session in the Wahoo Public Library, in compliance with the agenda posted at 
City Hall, Post Office, and First Bank of Nebraska, and the City of Wahoo website, with each Council 
member being notified of the agenda prior to the meeting.  The meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Gerald D. Johnson at 7:00 PM and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The public was informed of the 
location of posting of the Open Meetings Law. The roll call was taken with the following Council 
members: Ryan Ideus: Present, Stuart Krejci: Present, Patrick Nagle: Present, Chris Rappl: Present, Shane 
Sweet: Present, Carl Warford: Present.

City Administrator Harrell reported on the LARM annual report and TIF annual report.

City Council Member Krejci motioned, and City Council Member Ideus seconded to approve the consent 
agenda which included approval of the April 8, 2025, minutes of the City Council, approval of Zach 
Homolka as a new member of the Fire Department, approval of City of Wahoo Pay Scale description 
changes, acceptance of annual TIF report, and approval of claims: 

BLD – Baltz, Susan $400.00, Eakes $71.94, Jackson Services $916.37, Koranda Snow Removal 
$1,200.00, NMC $254.36, 
BEN – Benefits $74,792.30, 
CC – Union Bank Visa $2,001.64, 
EDU – NE Law Enforcement Training $500.00, NE Fire School - $1,225.00, 
EQU – BizCo $5,545.80, Interstate Battery $142.95, Kriha $28350, Rose Equipment
$62.78, 
FIR – Midwest Unlimited $34,534.01, 
LIB – ABDO $1,505.75, Amazon $44.89, Baker & Taylor $338.17, Center Pointe $62.17, 
MED – Boundtree $714.73, One Billing Solutions $2,121.63, Stryker $378.15, 
MEM – HRAM $125.00, IPAMO $637.50, IIMC $195.00, 
MISC – Inland Truck $99.64, NE Dept of Revenue $959.00, Saunders Medical Center $908.31, 
PAY – Payroll $103,654.80, 
PRO – Cline Williams $46.00, 
PUB – American Legal Publishing $550.00, 
STR – Bomgaars $1,330.02, National Concrete Cutting $1,045.45, Newman $3,525.41, 
SUB – Caselle $1,212.40, 
SUP – Quill $241.98, Simons $196.09, 
UNI – Rivalry $70.00, Witmer $379.03, 
UTL – Butler Public Power $37.66, Charter $124.98, OPPD $78.35, Verizon $160.04, Wahoo 
Utilities $4,790.51, Windstream $18.77, 
VEH – Breuning $14,934.48, Cuda $552.00, O’Reilly $43.91. 

Roll call vote Krejci, yes; Ideus, yes; Sweet, yes; Warford, yes; Rappl, yes; Nagle, yes. Motion carried.

City Council Member Rappl motioned, and City Council Member Nagle seconded to more to an online 
burn permit option. Roll call vote Rappl, yes; Nagle, yes; Krejci, yes; Warford, yes; Ideus, yes; Sweet, yes. 
Motion carried.

City Council Member Rappl motioned, and City Council Member Nagle seconded to approve Resolution 
No 2025-04 amending the master fee schedule to include a $10.00 burn permit fee. Roll call vote Rappl, 
yes; Nagle, yes; Krejci, yes; Warford, yes; Ideus, yes; Sweet, yes. Motion carried.

City Council Member Warford motioned, and City Council Member Ideus seconded to table an 
Ordinance to authorize the acquisition of two electrical easements located along the west boundary of 



Lots 73R and 74R, Wilmer Ridge Subdivisions. Roll call vote Warford, yes; Ideus, yes; Krejci, yes; Nagle, 
yes; Rappl, yes; Sweet, yes. Motion carried.

Ordinance No.2474 was introduced by Council Member Sweet entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
WAHOO, SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND TITLE IX: GENERAL REGULSITONS OF THE WAHOO 
MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING CHAPTER 94 PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO NUISANCES. 

Council Member Sweet motioned, and Council Member Krejci seconded that the statutory rules in 
regard to the passage and adoption of ordinances be suspended so that the said ordinance might be 
introduced, read by title, and then moved for final passage at the same meeting.  The Mayor put the 
question and instructed the Clerk to call for the vote thereon.  Roll call vote: Roll Call vote Sweet, yes; 
Krejci, yes; Warford, yes; Nagle, yes; Ideus, yes; Rappl, no. Motion carried. Sweet motioned Krejci 
seconded to approve Ordinance No 2474. The motion having been carried by the affirmative votes of no 
less than three-fourths of the members of the Council, the Mayor declared the statutory rules in regard 
to the passage and approval of ordinance be suspended so that Ordinance No. 2474 may be read by title 
and moved for final passage in the same meeting.

Council Member Sweet motioned, and Council Member Krejci seconded that Ordinance No. 2474 be 
approved and passed and its title agreed to. The Mayor instructed the Clerk to call the roll for the vote. 
Roll call vote: Roll call vote Sweet, yes; Krejci, yes; Ideus, yes; Warford, yes; Rappl, yes; Nagle, yes. 
Motion carried. Motion carried. 

Ordinance No. 2475 was introduced by Council Member Krejci entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF WAHOO, SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF WAHOO, NEBRASKA, PERTAINING TO THE 
FOLLOWING-DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE, TO WIT:

LOTS 1, 2 AND THE EAST HALF OF THE VACATED OAK STREET ADJACENT TO 
BLOCK 13, ALL IN BLOCK 13, DICKINSON’S SECOND ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 
WAHOO, SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AND LOTS 1 AND 2 BLOCK 1, IN 
ANDRUS ADDITION OF SUBURBAN LOTS TO THE CITY OF WAHOO, SAUNDERS 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA,

WHICH IS CURRENTLY ZONED R-2 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, BY ALLOWING THEREON A 
CONDITIONAL USE, I.E.: ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY. 

Council Member Krejci motioned, and Council Member Nagle seconded that the statutory rules in 
regard to the passage and adoption of ordinances be suspended so that the said ordinance might be 
introduced, read by title, and then moved for final passage at the same meeting.  The Mayor put the 
question and instructed the Clerk to call for the vote thereon.  Roll call vote: Roll call vote Krejci, yes; 
Nagle, yes; Sweet, yes; Warford, yes; Ideus, yes; Rappl, yes.  The motion having been carried by the 
affirmative votes of no less than three-fourths of the members of the Council, the Mayor declared the 
statutory rules in regard to the passage and approval of ordinance be suspended so that Ordinance 
No.2475 may be read by title and moved for final passage in the same meeting.

Council Member Krejci motioned, and Council Member Nagle seconded that Ordinance No. 2475 be 
approved and passed and its title agreed to. The Mayor instructed the Clerk to call the roll for the vote. 
Roll call vote: Roll call vote Krejci, yes; Nagle, yes; Sweet, yes; Warford, yes; Ideus, yes; Rappl, yes. 
Motion carried. 



Ordinance No. 2476 was introduced by Council Member Ideus entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF WAHOO, SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA, TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY OF WAHOO, NEBRASKA, PERTAINING TO THE FOLLOWING-DESCRIBED 
REAL ESTATE, TO WIT:

WEST HALF OF LOT 10, BLOCK 150, COUNTY ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 
WAHOO, SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

BY ALLOWING THEREON A PERMITTED CONDITIONAL USE, THAT BEING DEVELOPMENT 
OF A BEER GARDEN, AS ALLOWED BY PERMITTED CONDITIONAL USES LISTED UNDER C-
1 DOWNTOWN COMMERICAL ZONING DISTRICT OF WAHOO ZONING REGULATIONS 
SECTION 5.12.03. 

Council Member Ideus motioned, and Council Member Krejci seconded that the statutory rules in regard 
to the passage and adoption of ordinances be suspended so that the said ordinance might be 
introduced, read by title, and then moved for final passage at the same meeting.  The Mayor put the 
question and instructed the Clerk to call for the vote thereon.  Roll call vote: Roll call vote Ideus, yes; 
Krejci, yes; Warford, yes; Sweet, yes; Rappl, yes; Nagle, yes.  The motion having been carried by the 
affirmative votes of no less than three-fourths of the members of the Council, the Mayor declared the 
statutory rules in regard to the passage and approval of ordinance be suspended so that Ordinance No. 
2476 may be read by title and moved for final passage in the same meeting.

Council Member Ideus motioned, and Council Member Krejci seconded that Ordinance No. 2476 be 
approved and passed and its title agreed to. The Mayor instructed the Clerk to call the roll for the vote. 
Roll call vote: Roll call vote Ideus, yes; Krejci, yes; Warford, yes; Sweet, yes; Rappl, yes; Nagle, yes. 
Motion carried. 

City Council Member Ideus motioned, and City Council Member Krejci seconded to approve Ordinance 
No. 2476, a renewal of a CUP for Liberty House, and to waive the required three readings.

The Mayor commented on the number of fallen trees that are now along Wahoo Creek. He emphasized 
that increased amount of tree debris could result in flooding along the creek if there were to be a large 
rain event. The Council directed staff to send letters to property owners along Wahoo Creek with a 
reminder that tree maintenance along the creek is the property owners’ responsibility. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm.

Approved: 

______________________________ ________________________________
Christina Fasel, City Clerk Gerald D. Johnson, Mayor
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-05

WHEREAS, TITLE IX, GENERAL REGULATIONS, Chapter 92: Cemeteries of the Wahoo Municipal 
Code, pertains to the operation and maintenance of the cemeteries of the City of Wahoo, Nebraska, 
and,

WHEREAS, the City of Wahoo, Nebraska, maintains three (3) cemeteries designated as follows:

a. Wahoo Cemetery (Greenwood Cemetery).
b. K of H Cemetery (Sunrise Cemetery).
c. Sunrise North Cemetery (Sunrise North Cemetery),

and,

WHEREAS Section 92.01 of Chapter 92 of Article IX of the Wahoo Municipal Code specifies that 
all rules and regulations for the operation of the cemeteries shall be adopted by the City Council of the 
City of Wahoo, Nebraska, for the efficient operation of the cemeteries, and,

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council of the City of Wahoo, Nebraska, to establish 
rules and regulations for the efficient operation of the cemeteries, and,

WHEREAS, prior hereto, the Mayor and Council of the City of Wahoo, Nebraska, have adopted 
one or more Resolutions pertaining to rules and regulations for the efficient operation of said 
cemeteries, and, 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council of the City of Wahoo, Nebraska, to amend 
and revise said rules and regulations and to substitute therefore new rules and regulations, as set forth 
within this Resolution,
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WAHOO, 
NEBRASKA, as follows:

1. That the findings here and above made should be and are hereby 
incorporated herein by reference as fully as if set out at length herein.

2. That all persons desiring to bury a deceased person, or disinter a dead body, within the 
cemeteries of the City of Wahoo, Nebraska, shall be required to comply with all applicable Statutes of 
the State of Nebraska pertaining thereto and all Ordinances and Rules and Regulations of the City of 
Wahoo, Nebraska, pertaining thereto.

3. That the following shall be the rules and regulations for all cemeteries of the City of 
Wahoo, Nebraska:

  
F. Decoration and ornamentation of graves  

o On March 1-March 10 and October 1-October 10, City staff will clean sweep the 
cemeteries. Any decorations or ornaments will be discarded. Items that follow the 



guidelines listed below may be picked up by family or designated representation in 
advance and replaced after cleanup.  

o New graves may be decorated with floral sprays and arrangements immediately 
following internment.  The City will remove the decorations one week following 
internment.  

o Flowers and plants, real or artificial, must be in permanent containers. Temporary 
containers are not allowed at any time.
▪ Flowers that are withered, faded, or unsightly will be removed.

o Solar Lights are permitted.
▪ Lights must be placed within permanent containers
▪ Lights cannot be placed in the ground 
▪ No string lights will be permitted
▪ Damaged lights will be removed 
▪ Lights will still be required to be picked up during spring and fall clean up 

periods
o Permanent containers of metal or stone composition must be built into the foundation 

or part of the monument.   
▪ After-market permanent containers may be affixed to the monument by a 

monument company with the expressed approval of the Cemetery Sexton.
o No items may be pushed into the ground.  
o No plantings shall be permitted on graves.  
o No dogs are permitted in any City Cemetery at any time.   
o If an item is not specifically listed as allowed it is not permitted within City cemeteries. 

These items will be disposed of when discovered.   
o Holiday Decorations:  

▪ Memorial Day:  
• Additional grave decorations will be permitted one week before and 

one week after these holidays.  
▪ Christmas:   

• Additional grave decorations will be allowed from Thanksgiving through 
January 2ndMarch 1st.   

▪ Additional grave decorations include potted plants, wreaths/wreath stands, and 
flags.  

▪ Placement of any decorations should not interfere with regular scheduled 
maintenance activities (mowings, weed trimming, etc.)  

o Items not collected within the timeframes detailed above will be discarded.  
o The City shall not be responsible for lost or stolen items in the cemeteries.  
o Legacy concrete vases that were once sold by the city or installed by others such as the 

Wahoo Greenhouse are grandfathered in and will be removed when it is evident that 
they have not been utilized for at least 3 years or are broken and unusable.   

 
Examples of items that are NOT allowed:  figurines, statutes, knick-knacks placed on the edges of the 
headstones,  solar lights, Shepard’s hooks, Stand-alone vases, glass of any kind, windchimes, benches 
(unless built into the monument), crosses placed in the ground, flags of any kind unless placed in the flag 
holder built into the monument foundation, flower arrangements (on a wire) stuck in the ground. Please 
note this is not an all-inclusive list.

The effective date of this Resolution shall be May 13, 2024.



PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of June 2024.

CITY OF WAHOO, NEBRASKA

BY: ______________________________
Gerald Johnson, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Christina Fasel, Clerk

(SEAL)
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