Centura School Board Committee of the Whole
Monday, October 12, 2026 5:00 PM

Centura Public Schools: District Board Room
201 N. Hwy 11

Cairo, NE 68824

Agenda

1. Opening The Meeting:

1.1. Call to order: The Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Centura Public Schools Board
of Education is called to order on Monday, October 12, 2026, at 5:00 P.M. in Board Room
201, Highway 11, Cairo, NE 68824. The public notice for this meeting was published on the
Centura Public Schools district website (www.centuraps.org) as per Centura Board of
Education Policy #2008.

1.2. Roll Call of Board Members:

1.2.1. Motion to excuse or not excuse Board Members not in attendance.

2. Approval of the Agenda.

3. Recognition of visitors and public comment per Centura Public Schools Policy No. 2009.

4. Committee of the Whole Discussion/Information Items:

4.1. Review of Board Policy: Policies 6033-6037, 6039-6045, 1001-1003, 2007-2014

5. Meeting Adjournment.



1001
General Policy Statement

The organization, management, and control of this school district is
vested in its board of education (“board”). To guide the board and
school district operations, and to assist it and its designees in carrying
out duties, the board will establish, maintain, and amend a set of
policies.

Written board policies serve the following purposes:

1. Formally articulating the board’s goals and long-term objectives.

2. Providing district administrators and staff with guidance in making
decisions that affect students, employees and patrons of the
district.

3. Informing the public of the manner that the board and district will
conduct its business and its relationships with staff, pupils,
parents and patrons.

To avoid unnecessary rigidity, these policies are stated in general terms.
With the exception of statutory requirements or instances when the
specific application of a policy is essential to the long-term welfare of
the district, these policies are intended to provide administrators with
the flexibility to apply them to a wide range of situations.

The policies are not the only guidelines for district operations. Specific
regulations, procedures, and practices also help guide and govern
actions and decisions. They must be consistent with policies, but serve
a different purpose.

Exceptional Circumstances

The board cannot foresee every situation that may arise, and
circumstances will occur when these policies provide inadequate
guidance. In such circumstances, the superintendent should use his or
her best judgment, and communicate with the board about the situation
as soon as is convenient.



Validity of Policies

Each policy and its provision should be interpreted so that it is valid
under applicable law. If a court determines that a provision of a policy
is invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of that
policy.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025




1002
Creation, Amendment and Distribution of Policies

Each of these policies shall become the official policy of the school
district when the board has approved it by majority vote of the members
present at any lawfully convened meeting of the board.

It shall generally be the practice of the board to adopt or amend any
policy after a single reading at any regular or special board meeting.
However, the board may, in its discretion, review policies at multiple
meetings prior to taking action.

The superintendent shall maintain an official copy of the board’s policies,
which may be in paper copy in the central office or on the district’s
website or electronic board meeting site. For any policies with specific
review, hearing, or posting requirements, the superintendent will ensure
those obligations are completed. The superintendent will also ensure all
board members have access to a copy of the district’s policies.

Adopted on: June 9, 2025
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




1003
Mission Statement

Centura and its collaborative partners are an innovative community
empowering all students to be successful today and in the future.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025
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2007
Reimbursement and Miscellaneous Expenditures

1. Board members, employees, and volunteers of the school district
are expected to maintain and enhance their effectiveness by being well-
informed on issues affecting education. They are encouraged to attend
education workshops, conferences, training programs, official functions,
hearings, and meetings sponsored by the school district or state and
national educational organizations which are helpful to them in
performing their duties or which are in the best interests of the school
district.

2. This board hereby gives prior approval for board members to
attend meetings described in the preceding paragraph. Upon approval
by the board president, or the superintendent or designee when the
board president is unavailable, such board members may attend
authorized meetings without further action or approval by the board,
and shall be paid or reimbursed for registration costs, tuition costs, fees
or charges, travel expenses, and costs of meals and lodging as
permitted by law.

a. The superintendent or the superintendent's designee may
authorize employees and volunteers to attend meetings described in the
first paragraph and may authorize the payment of such registration
costs, tuition costs, fees, charges, travel expenses, costs of meals,
and/or costs of lodging as he or she deems appropriate and as permitted
by law.

b. Expenses for attendance at any of the above activities shall be
paid by the school district as allowed by law. The Board shall pay or
reimburse attendees for expenses that are actually, necessarily, and
reasonably incurred in attending educational seminars, conventions,
and workshops; conferences; training programs; official school
functions, hearings or meetings, provided that such reimbursement is
permitted by law.

C. The board authorizes the expenditure of funds for non-alcoholic
beverages for individuals attending public meetings of the board and
non-alcoholic beverages and meals for individuals while performing or
immediately after performing relief, assistance, or support activities in
emergency situations, and for any volunteers during or immediately
following their participation in any activity approved by the board.
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d. It is in the best interest of this school district to recognize service
by board members, employees, and volunteers. The board authorizes
the president, superintendent or the superintendent's designee to
determine when and to whom plaques, certificates of achievement,
flowers or other items of value should be granted, provided that no such
plaque, certificate, flowers or other item of value shall cost more than
$100.00.

e. Funds may be spent for one recognition dinner each year for
elected and appointed officials, employees or volunteers of the school
district. The maximum cost per person for such a dinner shall not
exceed $50.00.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025
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2008
Meetings

The formation of policy is public business and will be conducted openly
in accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.

1. Types of Meetings
a. The board shall hold its regular meetings on or before the third
Monday of each month.

b. Special and emergency meetings may be called as provided by
law.

c. The board may schedule work sessions and retreats in order to
provide board members and administrators with the opportunity
to plan, research, and engage in discussion.

2. Notice

Method of Publishing Notice of Meetings. The board will publish
reasonable advanced notice of all meetings on its website. The notice
will contain a statement that the current agenda is available for
inspection at the Superintendent’s office during normal business hours.
The Superintendent or designee may but is not required to provide
information about meetings in other ways, such as social media or
posting notices in physical locations in the district.

Publication of Notice Method and Regular Meeting Schedule.
Four times per year, in a newspaper of general circulation, the board
will publish its regular meeting schedule, location of regular meetings,
and the designated method of publishing meeting notices.

When it is necessary to hold an emergency meeting without reasonable
advance public notice, the nature of the emergency shall be stated in
the minutes of the meeting, and any formal action taken in such meeting
shall pertain only to the emergency. Complete minutes of such
emergency meetings specifying the nature of the emergency and any
formal action taken at the meeting shall be made available to the public
no later than the end of the next regular business day.

3. Minutes
a. The board shall keep minutes of all meetings showing the time,

place, members present and absent, the method(s) and date(s)
of the meeting notice, and the substance of all matters discussed.
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b. Any action taken on any question or motion duly moved and
seconded shall be by roll call vote of the board in open session,
and the record shall state how each member voted, or if the
member was absent or not voting.

c. The meeting minutes shall be published on the school district's
website within ten working days of the last meeting or prior to the
next convened meeting, whichever occurs earlier. The minutes
shall be available on the website for at least six months.

The Superintendent will make a copy of the Open Meetings Act available at all
meetings.

Adopted on: June 9, 2025
Revised on: June 15, 2026
Reviewed on:
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2009
Public Participation at Board Meetings

The board of education shall conduct its meetings in accordance with
the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.

The board shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the public’s
right to hear the discussions and testimony presented at its meetings.
The board shall make available at the meeting, for examination and
copying by members of the public, at least one copy of all reproducible
written material to be discussed in open session of the meeting.

Except for closed sessions, the board will allow members of the public
an opportunity to speak at each meeting. The board may make and
enforce reasonable rules and regulations regarding the conduct of
persons attending, speaking at, videotaping, photographing, or
recording its meetings. The time allotted for public comment will not
exceed thirty minutes and each member of the public will be limited to
three minutes of speaking time.

The board shall not require members of the public to identify themselves
as a condition for admission to the meeting, nor shall such body require
that the name of any member of the public be placed on the agenda
prior to such meeting in order to speak about items on the agenda.
However, the board shall require members of the public desiring to
address the board to identify themselves, including an address and the
name of any organization represented by such person unless the
address requirement is waived to protect the security of the individual.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025




2010
Preparation for Board Meetings

The superintendent will create the agenda and board packet in
consultation with the board president. The materials will be sent or
delivered to each board member in advance of the meeting. Members
of the public have no entitlement to place an item on the board’s
agenda, but may address the board during the next meeting at which
the board receives public comment.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025




2011
Membership in Organizations

The board may hold membership in organizations approved by the
board.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:

Reviewed on: January 13, 2025




2012
Board Code of Ethics

The board recognizes that collectively and individually, all members of
the board must adhere to an accepted code of ethics in order to improve
public education. Board members must conduct themselves
professionally and in a manner fitting of their position.

Each board member shall:

1.

Attend all regularly scheduled board meetings insofar as possible,
and become informed concerning the issues to be considered at
those meetings;

Endeavor to make policy decisions only after full discussion at
publicly held board meetings;

Render all decisions based on the available facts and his or her
independent judgment, and refuse to surrender that judgment to
individuals or special interest groups;

Encourage the free expression of opinion by all board members,
and seek systematic communication between the board and
students, staff and all elements of the community;

Work with other board members to establish effective board
policies and to delegate authority to the superintendent to
administer the school district;

Communicate expressions of public reaction to the board policies
and school program to other board members and the
superintendent;

Learn about current educational issues by individual study and
through participation in seminars and programs, such as those
sponsored by the state and national school board associations;

Support the employment of those persons best qualified to serve
as school staff, and insist on a regular and impartial evaluation of
all staff;

Avoid being placed in a position of conflict of interest, and refrain

from using the board member’s position on the board for personal
or political gain;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Refrain from discussing the confidential business of the board in
any setting except a board meeting;

Refrain from micro-managing the affairs of the school district;

Recognize the superintendent as the executive officer of the
board;

Work constructively and collegially with the other members of the
board, students, staff and patrons.

Refer complaints to the superintendent or building principal, as
appropriate;

Always be mindful of his/her fiduciary obligation to the school
district, including duties of loyalty and care, by placing the
interests of the district above the board member’s personal
interests.

Remember that a board member’s first and greatest concern must
be the educational welfare of the students attending this district’s
schools.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025
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2013
Violation of Board Ethics

The board of education is responsible for enforcing the code of ethics of
its members. If any member of the board commits a serious or repeated
violation of the code, the board may take any of the following steps:

1. The board president may confer with the board member who has
violated the code of ethics in order to:

a. Identify the provision of the code that the member has
violated;

b. Propose how the member can remedy the violation;

c. If the board member who violated the code is the board
president, the vice president is empowered to confer with the
president about the violation.

2. The board may discuss the violation as an agenda item at a meeting
to confront the offending board member. However, the board will
not enter closed session to hold the discussion of the ethics violation
unless the Open Meetings Act authorizes a closed session.

3. The board may vote to publicly censure any board member who
commits a serious or repeated violation of the code. The board will
pass a censure motion to inform the community that an individual
member of the board is not fulfilling the responsibilities for which he
or she was elected.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025




2014
Relationship with District Legal Counsel

The board will engage legal counsel to assist it and the administration
in dealing with legal issues. When the district faces circumstances in
which legal counsel may be needed between board meetings, the board
president or superintendent may engage legal counsel on the board’s
behalf.

The superintendent and the board president shall have the authority to
contact the school’s legal counsel on behalf of the district. The
superintendent may give other members of the administration
permission to contact the district’s legal counsel on an as-needed basis.
Individual board members other than the president may not contact the
district’s legal counsel on behalf of the board without the approval of the
board president or a majority of the board.

Any board member who contacts the district’s legal counsel without
board approval may be personally responsible for any legal fees incurred
as a result of the unapproved contact.

The superintendent will, to the extent permitted by law, keep the board
informed of matters in which the district’s legal counsel is involved.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on: January 13, 2025




6033
Restraint and Seclusion of Students

Restraint and seclusion, as defined below, are behavioral interventions. The
use of such behavioral interventions must be in accordance with this policy.
The following interventions do not constitute seclusion and restraint, and are
not governed by this policy: voice control, limited to loud, firm commands;
time-limited ignoring of specific behaviors; brief physical prompts to interrupt
or prevent a specific behavior; physical interventions which a student’s health
care provider has indicated are medically necessary for the treatment or
protection of the individual; or other similar interventions.

Definitions

Physical restraint refers to a personal restriction that immobilizes or reduces
the ability of a student to move his or her torso, arms, legs, or head freely.
The term physical restraint does not include a physical escort. Physical escort
means a temporary touching or holding of the hand, wrist, arm, shoulder or
back for the purpose of inducing a student who is acting out to walk to a safe
location. Physical restraint does not include incidental touching that comes
along with movement inside a classroom, lunch line, or other areas of the
school building where maintaining order is required.

Mechanical restraint refers to the use of any device or equipment to restrict a
student’'s freedom of movement. The term does not include devices
implemented by trained school personnel, or utilized by a student that have
been prescribed by an appropriate medical or related services professional and
are used for the specific and approved purposes for which such devices were
designed, such as:

e Adaptive devices or mechanical supports used to achieve proper body
position, balance, or alignment to allow greater freedom of mobility than
would be possible without the use of such devices or mechanical
supports;

e Vehicle safety restraints when used as intended during the transport of
a student in a moving vehicle;

e Restraints for medical immobilization; or

e Orthopedically prescribed devices that permit a student to participate in
activities without risk of harm.

Chemical restraint refers to the administration of medication for the purpose
of restraint, but does not include the administration of medication in
accordance with the directions and prescription of a physician with the consent
of the student’s parent or guardian.



Seclusion refers to the involuntary confinement of a student alone in a room
or area from which the student is physically prevented from leaving. It does
not include a timeout, which is a behavior management technique that is part
of an approved program, involves the monitored separation of the student in
a non-locked setting, and is implemented for the purpose of calming.

Use of Restraint and Seclusion

The use of chemical restraint is strictly prohibited. The use of any seclusion
or restraint intervention for punitive or disciplinary purposes is strictly
prohibited. Similarly, the use of any technique that constitutes corporal
punishment, which is the infliction of bodily pain as a penalty for disapproved
behavior, is strictly prohibited. Seclusion and/or restraint shall not be used
for the convenience of staff or as a substitute for an educational program.
When restraint or seclusion is used to respond to the danger of harm posed
by a student’s behavior, the intervention shall be discontinued as soon as the
danger of harm has dissipated.

The use of physical restraint, mechanical restraint, and seclusion is permitted
in @ manner consistent with this policy:

e as reasonably necessary where the student’s behavior risks causing
physical harm to self, others, and property;

e in accordance with the student’'s IEP, Section 504, or behavior
intervention plan; or

e as otherwise prescribed, recommended, or suggested by a medical or
related services provider.

Procedures

No technique shall restrict a student’s breathing, deprive a student of basic
needs, or unnecessarily expose a student to physical pain or discomfort.

Seclusion shall not be used for students who are severely self-injurious or
suicidal. When seclusion is utilized as permitted by this policy, the following
procedures shall be followed:

e The student shall be monitored by an adult in close proximity who is
able to regularly observe the student;

e The confining space shall be approved for such use, unless the use of
such a space is impossible or impracticable under the circumstances;

e The confining space shall be appropriately lighted, ventilated, and
heated or cooled; and



e The confining space shall be free from objects that unreasonably expose
the student or others to harm.

If a pattern of behavior emerges that requires or is anticipated to require the
use of restraint and/or seclusion for the student, the appropriate educators
and/or team members shall review what assessments, evaluations, supports,
services, programs, or placements are appropriate in light of the student’s
needs and circumstances.

Recording and Reporting

Each incident of restraint or seclusion must be recorded and reported as
required by the building administrators.

Training

All staff members shall be provided notice of this policy and will be trained on
its contents. The Superintendent or his or her designee will identify school
staff members likely to implement the restraint or seclusion interventions
authorized by this policy and arrange for those individuals to receive
appropriate training on the appropriate implementation of such interventions
and the use of other behavioral supports and interventions.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




6034
Concussion Awareness

The Nebraska Unicameral has found that concussions are one of the “most
commonly reported injuries in children and adolescents who participate in
sports and recreational activities and that the risk of catastrophic injury or
death is significant when a concussion or brain injury is not properly evaluated
and managed.”

The School District will:

a. Require all coaches and trainers to complete a training course approved
by the Chief Medical Officer on how to recognize the symptoms of a
concussion or brain injury and how to seek proper medical treatment for
a concussion or brain injury.

b. On an annual basis provide concussion and brain injury information to
students and their parents or guardians prior to such students initiating
practice or competition. This information will include:

1 The signs and symptoms of a concussion;

2 The risks posed by sustaining a concussion; and

3 The actions a student should take in response to sustaining a
concussion, including the notification of his or her coaches.

A student who participates on a school athletic team must be removed from a
practice or game when he/she is reasonably suspected of having sustained a
concussion or brain injury in such practice or game after observation by a
coach or a licensed health care professional who is professionally affiliated
with or contracted by the school. The student will not be permitted to
participate in any school supervised team athletic activities involving physical
exertion, including practices or games, until the student:

a. has been evaluated by a licensed health care professional;

b. has received written and signed clearance to resume participation in
athletic activities from the licensed health care professional; and

c. has submitted the written and signed clearance to resume
participation in athletic activities to the school accompanied by
written permission to resume participation from the student’s parent
or guardian.



If a student is reasonably suspected after observation of having sustained a
concussion or brain injury and is removed from an athletic activity, the parent
or guardian of the student will be notified by the school of:

a. the date and approximate time of the injury suffered by the student,

b. the signs and symptoms of a concussion or brain injury that were
observed, and

c. any actions taken to treat the student.

The school district will not provide for the presence of a licensed health care
professional at any practice or game.

School officials shall deem the signature of an individual who represents that
he/she is a licensed health care professional on a written clearance to resume
participation that is provided to the school to be conclusive and reliable
evidence that the individual who signed the clearance is a licensed health care
professional. The school will not take any additional or independent steps to
verify the individual’s qualifications.

Students who have sustained a concussion and returned to school may need
informal or formal accommodations, modifications of curriculum, and
monitoring by medical or academic staff until the student is fully recovered.
The school's "return to learn protocol" shall follow the model provided by the
Nebraska Department of Education. Nothing in this policy or the referenced
protocol shall entitle a student who has sustained a concussion to an
individualized plan under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, although staff
will refer students who have sustained a concussion for evaluation under
Section 504 as appropriate.

Adopted on: June 9, 2025
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




6035
Athletic Contest Participation by Sixth Graders

If there are fewer than 12 boys or 12 girls in the combined enrollment of the
seventh and eighth grades when those grades are part of the elementary
school system, sixth grade students may participate in athletic contests
between schools, within a school system, or between school systems if the
school administration judges that it is appropriate after taking into
consideration the competition’s nature and value to the students, its physical
requirements and dangers, and the sixth grade students’ ages, physical and
mental abilities, maturity, skills, and preparation for the competition.
Otherwise, pupils in kindergarten through the sixth grade may not participate
in any kinds of athletic contests between schools, within a school system, or
between school systems except as provided in this policy or as otherwise
allowed by law. This prohibition does not apply to annual field or play days.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




6036
Reading Instruction and Intervention Services

The purpose of this policy is to facilitate reading instruction and intervention
services to address student reading needs, including, but not limited to,
dyslexia. It is the school district’s goal that each student be able to read at
or above grade level by third grade.

Effective Reading Teachers. It is the intent of the school district to employ
teachers for kindergarten through third grade who are effective reading
teachers as evidenced by (a) evaluations based on classroom observations
and student improvement on reading assessments or (b) specialized training
in reading improvement.

Reading Assessment. The school district will administer a reading
assessment approved by the Nebraska Department of Education three times
during the school year to all students in kindergarten through third grade.
Exceptions to this requirement include:

e Any student receiving specialized instruction for limited English
proficiency who has been receiving such instruction for less than two
years;

e Any student receiving special education services for whom such
assessment would conflict with the individualized education plan; and

e Any student receiving services under a plan pursuant to the
requirements of section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
29 U.S.C. 794, or Title II of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12131 to 12165, as such acts and sections existed
on January 1, 2018, for whom such assessment would conflict with such
section 504 or Title II plan.

The first assessment for kindergarten students must occur within the first 45
calendar days that school is in session of each school year. For all other
grades, the first assessment must occur within the first 30 calendar days that
school in in session of each school year.

Diagnostic assessments used within a supplemental reading intervention
program do not require Nebraska Department of Education approval.

Deficiency Identification. Any student in kindergarten through third grade
performing below the threshold level as determined by the Nebraska
Department of Education shall be identified as having a reading deficiency for
purposes of the Nebraska Reading Improvement Act and this policy. A student
who is identified as having a reading deficiency shall remain identified as
having a reading deficiency until the student performs at or above the
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threshold level on an approved reading assessment. Nothing in the Nebraska
Reading Improvement Act or this policy shall prohibit a school district from
identifying any other student as having a reading deficiency.

Supplemental Reading Intervention Program. The school district will
provide a supplemental reading intervention program to ensure that students
can read at or above grade level at the end of third grade. The school district
may work collaboratively with a reading specialist at the Nebraska Department
of Education, with educational service units, with learning communities, or
through interlocal agreements to develop and provide such supplemental
reading intervention programs. Each supplemental reading intervention
program must be:

e Provided to any student identified as having a reading deficiency;

e Implemented during regular school hours in addition to regularly
scheduled reading instruction unless otherwise agreed to by a parent or
guardian; and

e Made available as a summer reading program between each summer
for any student who has been enrolled in grade one, grade two, or grade
three or in a higher grade and is identified as continuing to have a
reading deficiency at the conclusion of the school year preceding such
summer reading program. The summer reading program may be held
in conjunction with existing summer programs in the school district or
in @ community reading program not affiliated with the school district or
offered online.

The supplemental reading intervention program may also include:

e Reading intervention practices that are evidence-based;

e Diagnostic assessments to identify specific skill-based strengths and
weaknesses a student may have;

e Frequent monitoring of student progress throughout the school year
with instruction adjusted accordingly;

e Intensive intervention using strategies selected from the following list
to match the weaknesses identified in the diagnostic assessment:

o Development in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and reading comprehension;

o Explicit and systematic instruction with detailed explanations,
extensive opportunities for guided practice, and opportunities for
error corrections and feedback; or

o Daily targeted individual or small-group reading intervention
based on student needs as determined by diagnostic assessment
data subject to planned extracurricular school activities;
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e Strategies and resources to assist with reading skills at home, including
parent-training workshops and suggestions for parent-guided home
reading; or

e Access to before-school or after-school supplemental reading
intervention with a teacher or tutor who has specialized training in
reading intervention.

Parent/Guardian Notification. The school will give notice in writing or by
electronic communication to the parent(s) or guardian(s) of any student
identified as having a reading deficiency within 15 working days of such
identification that the student has been identified as having a reading
deficiency and that an individual reading improvement plan will be established
and shared with the parents or guardians.

Reading Improvement Plan. Any student who is identified as having a
reading deficiency will receive an individualized reading improvement plan,
that shall include a supplemental reading intervention program, no later than
30 days after the identification of the reading deficiency. The reading
improvement plan may be created by the teacher, the principal, other
pertinent school personnel, and the parents or guardians of the student and
shall describe the reading intervention services the student will receive
through the supplemental reading intervention program to remedy the reading
deficiency. The student must receive reading intervention services through
the supplemental reading intervention program until the student is no longer
identified as having a reading deficiency.

Reading Progress. Each student in kindergarten through third grade and
his or her parent(s) or guardian(s) will be informed of the student's reading
progress within a reasonable time after the school district receives the results
from the student’s approved reading assessment.

NDE Professional Learning System. The Nebraska Department of
Education provides a professional learning system. The elementary school(s)
and early childhood education programs approved by the State Board of
Education will ensure that teachers who teach children from four years of age
through third grade are aware of the professional learning system and are
adequately trained regarding evidence-based reading instruction to effectively
instruct students in reading.

NDE Report. On or before July 1 of each year, the school district will provide

the required information relating to dyslexia to the Nebraska Department of
Education.
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Revised on:
Reviewed on:
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6037
Selection and Review of Library Media

The board approves curriculum and curriculum-related materials for the
district with input from administrators and staff. Those processes are covered
in other board policies. Staff members seeking to procure materials for use
during instruction must follow board policy, practices, and directives. Those
items are not covered by this policy.

The district procures library books and other media available to students that
are not part of a specific class or curriculum. For purposes of this policy, those
will be called library materials. This policy addresses the selection and review
of library materials, regardless of their source. This policy applies regardless
of whether library materials are purchased using district funds, donated, or
shared at no cost to the district.

No Right to Materials. The board supports having excellent educational
opportunities for students, including the availability of library materials used
to enrich the educational experience. However, the board and administration
are responsible for considering materials based on a variety of factors and
legal obligations. There is no right to force any material to be included or
excluded. Staff requesting library materials do so only within the course and
scope of their employment with the district.

Selection Process. The selection and approval of new library materials must
comply with the district’'s general requisition, donation, and budgeting
requirements. To ensure materials selected are appropriate for the district’s
students and consistent with the district’s legal obligations, the following
process applies to selection of library materials.

The superintendent will establish a library material review committee on an
as-needed basis, consisting of at least one administrator, one teacher, and
the librarian or media specialist. If the district has no assigned librarian or
media specialist, then the committee will include two administrators and a
teacher. The superintendent may appoint any teacher he or she deems
appropriate based on availability and expertise related to the requested
materials.

The school librarian, media specialist, or any individual requesting inclusion of
library materials is responsible for submitting the request in writing to the
library material review committee. The request must include the following

1. Name of the book, material, or resource;
2. The author, publisher, and supplier of the material;
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3. The physical medium (i.e., book, magazine, video, game, digital
subscription, etc.);

. The cost of the material.

. A summary of the content of the material, including how it supports age-
appropriate learning objectives, enriches the curriculum, and/o supports
student development and learning;

6. The material’s accolades, such as presence on best seller lists, awards
won, and recommendations from professional library journals and
organizations with a focus on K-12 school library materials; and

7. Whether any of the content in the material represents a perspective that
may not be universal, such as a political, religious, or social perspective
for which disagreement or differences of opinion exist. The summary
should include a description of these items.

(O NN

The committee will review the requested materials within the timeframe
established by the superintendent. In the event the committee does not agree
on a particular request, the administrator makes the final determination.
There is no appeal from this determination.

Requested Review of Library Materials. A concerned parent of a current
student or patron living within the school district boundaries may request the
review of a specific library material (i.e., a specific book, magazine, etc.) or
portion of a specific library material. The parent or patron must first discuss
their concern with the building principal and explain their concern regarding
the library material. If there is no principal assigned to that building, the
parent or patron should discuss their concern with the superintendent. The
board believes most concerns will be resolved in this manner.

If the parent or patron is unsatisfied after the informal review and discussion
with the relevant administrator, they may request a review in writing. To
request a review, the individual must complete the Library Material Review
Request form and submit it to the superintendent.

The superintendent will review the request with the board curriculum
committee within a reasonable time after receiving it. The committee may
consult with or seek input from the school’s librarian or media specialist, staff,
and legal counsel at its discretion. The committee will make a
recommendation to the board to remove the material, keep the material,
restrict access to the material to students based on age or grade level, or
make any other determination or recommendation the committee deems
appropriate. The board will review the request, consider the committee’s
recommendation, and make a determination regarding the requested review.
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The decision regarding the review will be communicated to the requester in
writing by the superintendent.

The decision of the board is final, and there is no appeal regarding the review
of library material.

Additional Rules for Library Media Review. Unless the superintendent
decides otherwise, the library material will remain in circulation while a review
is pending. Unless otherwise required by law, no library material will be
reviewed again within 4 years after a requested review is completed. Any
parent or patron requesting review of multiple library materials may only
request a maximum of 5 materials to be reviewed at one time, and a new
request cannot be submitted until the prior review is completed and notice of
the determination is provided to the requesting party. Nothing in this policy
prohibits the superintendent or their designee from reviewing library material
outside of the review process contained in this policy and taking any action
the superintendent or their designee deems appropriate.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:
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6039
Repeat of Grade at Parent-Guardian Request

Parents and guardians may request that their student repeat a grade level
under the following conditions:

Students in Kindergarten through Fourth Grade

Parents and guardians of students in kindergarten through fourth grade may
request that their student repeat the grade level that the student has just
completed under the following conditions:

1) If the student is at least one year below grade level and behind the
child's typically developing peers in reading, English, and language
arts such that the child does not possess the necessary academic
skills required to succeed in reading, English, and language arts at
grade level for the next grade to which the student would otherwise
advance; or

2) If the student was absent fifty percent or more of the days in which
school was in session for students during the school year which the
student has just completed; or

3) If the student experienced a severe mental or physical illness
resulting in hospitalization of two or more weeks during the school
year.

Students in Fifth through Twelfth Grade

Parents and guardians of students in fifth through twelfth grade may request
that their student repeat the grade level that the student has just completed
if the student was absent fifty percent or more of the days in which school
was in session for students during the school year which the student has just
completed.

Procedure for Parent Requests for Student Grade Repetition

Parents and guardians who seek to have their student repeat the grade level
just completed must submit a written request to the student’s building
principal no earlier than the day after the last scheduled student attendance
day of the school year, and no later than two weeks after that date. This
deadline may be waived by the superintendent for good cause shown. The
request must include written documentation that provides evidence that the
parents or guardians believe substantiates that the conditions outlined above



have been met.

The principal shall promptly forward the request to the superintendent or
his/her designee, along with any building-level information about the student
which the principal believes will be relevant to the superintendent or designee
in responding to the parents’ or guardian’s request.

The superintendent or designee shall review the request and promptly
schedule a meeting with the parents or guardians. At this meeting, the
superintendent or designee shall identify any alternative educational
opportunities available to the student, including remedial instruction if
applicable, and verify any special education supports available to the student.
If the child's parent or guardian still intends to have such child repeat a grade,
the parent or guardian shall complete a form prescribed by the Nebraska
Department of Education and return the form to the office of the
superintendent of schools.

Upon completion of the form and if all requirements pursuant to this policy
are met, the school district shall have the child repeat the child's grade for the
next school year.

Nothing in this policy modifies the school district’s policies on mandatory
attendance and reporting excessive absenteeism to the county attorney or
other members of law enforcement. Likewise, nothing in this policy shall
dictate or direct the provision of special education or related services,
including but not limited to any IEP team decision about the appropriate
educational placement of a child with a disability under Rule 51 of the
Nebraska Department of Education.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




6040
Prekindergarten (Preschool or Early Childhood) Program

The school board establishes a program to provide prekindergarten services
to resident students, also referred to as an early childhood or preschool
program. The school district will provide the program in compliance with state
law and 92 NAC 11 (Nebraska Department of Education “Rule 11”). The
availability of the program is subject to the district being able to employ and
retain appropriate and qualified personnel.

Purpose. The purpose of the program is to promote the social, emotional,
intellectual, language, physical, and aesthetic development and learning for
the children served and to promote family development and support.

Age Participation. The program will be available to children of the following
ages:

e Children who are 3 years of age before July 31 of the enrollment year;

e Children who are 4 years of age at the start of the enrollment year; and

e Children who are 5 years of age at the start of the enrollment year, so
long as they do not turn 6 years of age prior to January 1 of that year
(subject to the participation limitation below).

All enrollment is subject to capacity limitations and enrollment priorities
established in this policy. Three-year-old children will only be offered half-
day attendance.

Capacity Limitation. The maximum capacity for the program is 40 children.
In the event where the total number of children registered for the program by
July 15 rises above 36, the district will only offer the program to children with
the following priority for enrollment:

1st Priority Three and four year olds with verifications who reside in district

2nd Priority Four year olds who reside in district

3rd Priority Three year olds who reside in district

4th Priority Five year olds with verifications who reside in the district

5th Priority Resident preschool students returning for 3rd year who turn 5
prior to July 31st (Limited to May, June, & July birthdays)

6th Priority Siblings of current Centura Public School students

7th Priority Children of Centura Public Schools Employee who are non-
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residents

8th Priority Children of Centura Alumni who are non-residents

9th Priority Non-resident students

*Children who turn 6 before January 1st will not be enrolled in preschool

If the program is at capacity after July 15, further enrollment applications will
be denied. Exception: If an “at-risk child” (as defined by Rule 11) moves into
the district and the program is at capacity, the child will be enrolled in the
program. The youngest child in the class that is not “at risk” will be withdrawn
from the program.

Program Coordinator. The program will be coordinated by an individual
qualified by law to be a Program Coordinator.

Program and Staff Requirements. All teachers and administrators in
prekindergarten programs must hold a valid certificate or permit to teach
issued by NDE except as otherwise allowed by law or Rule 11.

Participation and Inclusion. Participation of children and families in the
program will be voluntary. The program will not exclude children verified as
having disabilities and will include to the extent possible children of diverse
social and economic characteristics.

Birth Certificates. Within 30 days of enrollment, parents or guardians must
submit a certified copy of the child's birth certificate or other documentation
in compliance with the Missing Children Identification Act (sections 43-2001
through 43-2012).

Instructional Hours. Each class in the program will operate a minimum of
12 instructional hours per week during the school year. Programs receiving
grant funds pursuant to state law will operate a minimum of 450 instructional
hours per school year.

Fees. The district may charge a fee for its program in accordance with the
Policy 5045 - Student Fees, provided that the fee may not exceed the actual
cost of the program. If the district charges a fee, it will also use a sliding fee
scale in order to maximize the participation of economically and categorically
diverse groups. The district may waive fees on the basis of need.
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General Reports. The head administrator will include information about the
program in the NDE approved data system. All early childhood data is due as
specified by the data system calendar.

Early Childhood Program Report. An Early Childhood Program Report
Form will be submitted annually by October 15 on the form required by NDE.

Planning. Each program will have a planning period that complies with the
requirements of Rule 11.

Coordination with Existing Programs and Funding Sources. The district
will develop, and keep on file, a written plan to show that the program will be
coordinated or contracted with existing programs in compliance with Rule 11
requirements. The district will develop and keep on file a written plan to
coordinate and use a combination of local, state, and federal funding sources
including, but not limited to, those listed in Rule 11 in order to maximize the
participation of economically and categorically diverse groups of children and
to ensure that participating children and families have access to knowledge of
comprehensive services that may be available.

Additional Rule 11 Requirements. Rule 11 includes additional
requirements that are not included in this policy, including but not limited to
requirements addressing family development and support; developmentally
and culturally appropriate curriculum, practices, and assessment; evaluation
and quality assurance; program staff; child/staff ration and group size;
facilities, equipment, health, and safety; meals and snacks, immunizations;
supervision; toileting; infants and toddlers; Sixpence programs; and home-
based programs. The district will comply with these additional requirements
that are applicable to the program.

Special Education Act Compliance. Nothing in this policy allows the school
district to fail to meet its responsibilities under the Special Education Act
(section 79-1110 through 79-1167). To the extent there is any conflict
between this policy or Rule 11 with the Special Education Act, the Act shall
control.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:
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6041
Malcolm X Day Education

Each year on May 19, designated as El-Hajj Malik EIShabazz, Malcolm X Day,
the school district will hold suitable exercises in recognition of the sacrifices of
the late Nebraska Hall of Fame inductee El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, Malcolm X,
and his contributions to the betterment of society. When May 19t falls on a
Saturday or Sunday, the district will provide the suitable exercises during the
preceding or following week. The program shall be implemented within any
applicable laws and/or regulations.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




6042
Projection Maps

The school district will only use the Gall-Peters projection map or a
similar cylindrical equal-area projection map or the AuthaGraph
projection map for display or use in the classroom. Use of the Mercator
projection map is prohibited unless:

1. The Mercator projection map is used in conjunction with other
projection maps in a teaching exercise to demonstrate that all maps
are flawed in some way and different map projections serve different
functions and may affect how individuals view the world; or

2. The Mercator projection map is part of any:

a. book or material obtained prior to July 19, 2024; or geographic
information system; or computer program that renders a
three-dimensional representation of Earth based primarily on
satellite imagery, such as Google Earth or similar software; and

b. a Gall-Peters projection map or similar cylindrical equal-area
projection map or an AuthaGraph projection map is displayed
in the classroom or shown to students during the lesson in
which a Mercator projection map is used.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




6043
Sharing Mapping Data

This policy shall provide for the sharing of information to public safety agencies
in order to implement effective emergency response protocols.

Definition. Mapping data means maps relating to the school buildings or
school property with data for an efficient emergency response.

Sharing of Mapping Data. Mapping data shall be shared in an electronic or
printable format with public safety agencies that provide emergency services
to district property to assist those agencies in responding to an emergency on
district property.

Requirements Related to Mapping Data. Mapping data shared with public
safety agencies pursuant to this policy shall meet the following requirements:
e The mapping data shall be compatible with and able to be integrated
into software platforms used by public safety that provide emergency
services to the specific school for which the data is provided without
requiring:
o The purchase of additional software by such public safety
agencies; or

o The integration of third-party software to view the data;

e The mapping data shall be a finished map product in a file format easily
accessible using a standard or open-source file reader, depending on
the needs of the school and the public safety agency;

e The mapping data shall be provided in a printable format;

e The mapping data shall be verified for accuracy, during production and
annually, through a walk-through of the school campus;

e The mapping data shall give an indication of what direction is true north;

e The mapping data shall include accurate floor plans overlaid on
accurate, verified aerial imagery of the school campus;

e The mapping data shall contain site-specific labeling that matches the
structure of school buildings, including room labels, hallway names,
external door or stairwell numbers, locations of hazards, key utility
locations, key boxes, automated external defibrillators, and trauma kits
using standard labeling rules set by the State Department of Education;

e The mapping data shall contain site-specific labeling that matches the
school grounds, including parking areas, athletic fields, surrounding
roads, and neighboring properties using standard labeling rules set by
the State Department of Education; and

e The mapping data shall be overlaid with a grid and coordinates.



Annual Certification or Updates. The district shall annually:
e Certify to the appropriate public safety agencies that the mapping data
provided pursuant to this policy is accurate; or
e If such information has changed, provide the appropriate public safety
agencies with updated mapping data.

Reimbursement. The Superintendent shall apply to the State Department
of Education in the manner prescribed by the Commissioner of Education for
a grant to cover the costs of providing payment to vendors on behalf of the
school district to facilitate the implementation of mapping data in accordance
with this policy. Such application shall include a copy of this school policy, an
estimate from a vendor on the cost of providing such mapping data that meets
the requirements of this policy, and any other information the department
may require. Alternatively, the Superintendent may apply to and contract
with the district’'s educational service unit in the manner prescribed by the
educational service unit for purposes of covering the costs of facilitating
mapping data in accordance with this policy.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on:
Reviewed on:




6044
Participation and Assignment of Athletic Teams

Designation of Athletic Team or Sport. The terms male, female, and coed
are defined as provided by state law. All athletic and sports teams of the
district are hereby designated as male, female, or coed as follows:

Sport/Team Designation

Football Male

Volleyball Female

Cross Country Male and Female Teams
Golf Male and Female Teams
Basketball Male and Female Teams
Wrestling Male and Female Teams
Track Male and Female Teams
Baseball Male

Softball Female

Participation on Assigned Teams. Males shall not participate on teams
designated for females. Females may only participate on male teams when
there is no female team offered or available for such sport. Males and females
may participate on coed teams and in coed events as long as their participation
is consistent with the eligibility and other rules of that team or event.

Determination of Student Sex. To determine eligibility, a student and the
student’s parent or guardian shall provide the district with confirmation of the
student’s sex on a document signed by a doctor or signed under authority of
a doctor.

Conduct of Visitors and the Public. Visitors and members of the public
attending district interscholastic team activities are expected to comply with
all district policies and practices, including sportsmanship rules.

Adopted on: June 9, 2025
Revised on:
Reviewed on:
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6045
Behavioral Intervention

General Approach. The district utilizes a tiered system of support to foster
a positive school climate and culture, encourage appropriate student behavior,
and provide the necessary supports for academic and behavioral success.

Interaction with Student Discipline Policy. This policy does not replace
the Student Discipline policy or limit the District’s authority under the Student
Discipline Act when behaviors warrant action under that policy or Act.

Classroom Removal. Students may be removed from the classroom if the
student poses a threat to their own safety, the safety of others, or the
environment or if the student’s behavior is disruptive to the learning
environment. When appropriate, prior to removal staff should consider the
use of de-escalation techniques, behavior redirection, or other Tier 1 or Tier 2
or comparable interventions.

When classroom removal is appropriate, the District will consider whether the
student requires additional support to transition back to the classroom and
continue to monitor the student’s behavior to adjust interventions and
supports as needed.

Required Training. The School District, independently or through the
educational service unit, will develop and provide behavioral awareness and
intervention training to employees with behavioral management
responsibilities. Each employee with behavior management responsibilities
must complete the behavioral awareness and intervention training during the
2026-27 school year or during the first year of employment with the district.
The length of such training will be at least 1 hour.

Behavioral Awareness Point of Contact (BAPC). Each school building
must designate one or more school employees as a BAPC. Each BAPC must
have knowledge of community services providers and other resources
available for students and families. Each BAPC must coordinate access to
support services for students.

The BAPC will be identified on the district website and in the school directory.
Adopted on: June 9, 2025
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