
Centura School Board Committee of the Whole 
Monday, December 8, 2025 5:00 PM  
Centura Public Schools: District Board Room
201 N. Hwy 11
Cairo, NE 68824 

 

Agenda

1. Opening The Meeting:
1.1. Call to order: The Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Centura Public Schools' Board 

of Education is called to order on Monday, December 8, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. in the Board 
Room 201 Highway 11, Cairo, NE 68824.

1.2. Roll Call of Board Members:
1.2.1. Motion to excuse or not excuse Board Members not in attendance.
2. Approval of the Agenda.
3. Recognition of visitors and public comment per Centura Public Schools Policy No. 2009.
4. Committee of the Whole Discussion/Information Items: 
4.1. Follow Up Review of Policy 3040  
4.2. 3040 4.3.    School Safety and Security
4.4. Review Of Policies:  
4.5. 4002 4.6. Drug Free Workplace
4.7. 4003 4.8. Drug Policy Regarding Drivers
4.9. 4004 4.10. Employment of Relatives, Domestic Partners and Significant Others
4.11. 4005 4.12. Communication Between the Board and District Employees
4.13. 4006 4.14. Insurance
4.15. 4007 4.16. Personnel Records
4.17. 4008 4.18. Outside Employment
4.19. 4009 4.20. Restrictions on Employees Receiving Gratuities
4.21. 4010 4.22. Inclement Weather
4.23. 4011 4.24. Family Medical Leave Act
4.25. 4011.1 4.26. Nebraska Family Military Leave Act
4.27. 4012 4.28. Staff Internet and Computer Use
4.29. 4013 4.30. Grievance Procedure
4.31. 4015 4.32. Prohibition Against Employment of Board Members Not Allowing...
4.33. 4016 4.34. Jury Duty Service as a Witness in Court
4.35. 4017 4.36. Relations with Employee Collective Bargaining Associations
4.37. 4018 4.38. Corporal Punishment
4.39. 4019 4.40. Workplace Injury Prevention and Safety Committee
4.41. 4020 4.42. Ownership of Copyrighted Works
5. Meeting Adjournment.
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3040
School Safety and Security

In order to fulfill its obligation to provide a safe and secure 
learning environment, the Board of Education has adopted this School 
Safety and Security Policy.  Although the district will take reasonable 
steps to protect students and staff, no entity can provide complete 
safety and security at all times.  This policy does not make the district 
a guarantor of the safety of students, staff or patrons.

I. General Safety and Security

a. NDE Rubric

The District will meet at least the minimum requirement for 
each school safety and security standard indicator adopted 
by the Nebraska Department of Education. 

b. School Hours

i. During a crisis situation, the administration will 
maintain established school hours and proceed with 
all co-curricular activities as scheduled whenever 
possible.

ii. If, during a crisis situation, the parent(s) or guardian 
of a student decide that the student needs to be 
absent, this absence will be excused.

c. Access to School Facilities

i. The school’s facilities may not be used for funeral or 
memorial services during the school day.  

ii. This policy does not discourage the presentation of 
traditional American Legion memorial services which 
promote patriotism.

d. Memorials 

Option 1:

i. Memorials often create a visual reminder of a 
particular crisis that may reintroduce feelings of grief 
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for students.   Therefore, memorials may not be 
displayed anywhere on school premises.  

ii. This policy is not intended to discourage the 
acceptance of memorial funds or specific items.

Option 2:

i. Memorials often create a visual reminder of a 
particular crisis that may reintroduce feelings of grief 
for students.   Therefore, memorials are generally 
not allowed anywhere on school premises.  

ii. Individuals who wish to seek a waiver of the general 
prohibition against memorials must follow the steps 
outlined below:

a. The individual must first meet with the 
Superintendent or his/her designee to discuss 
the request for a memorial.

b. If the Superintendent determines that 
additional review is appropriate, he/she will 
refer the request for consideration by the crisis 
team.

c. The crisis team will consider:

i. The current research regarding the 
potential psychological harm that could 
be caused by a memorial;

ii. The potential disruption to the school’s 
learning environment; 

iii. The cost to the district of erecting and/or 
maintaining a memorial;

iv. Whether prior tragedies have been 
commemorated by a memorial;
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v. The potential for future tragedies which 
could necessitate a similar memorial; 
and

vi. Any other factor which the crisis team 
deems relevant to its recommendation.

d. After consideration of the factors outlined 
above, the crisis team will make a 
recommendation as to whether the prohibition 
against memorials should be waived.

e. The Superintendent will communicate the 
crisis team’s recommendation to the individual 
requesting the memorial.

 
f. If the crisis team recommends waiver of the 

prohibition against memorials, the individual 
who made the initial request must inform the 
Superintendent if he/she wishes to ask the 
board to approve the memorial.

g. Memorials may only be approved by the board 
and only after completion of the process 
outlined in this policy. 

iii. This policy is not intended to discourage the 
acceptance of memorial funds or specific items.

II. Superintendent’s Duties Related to Safety and Security

a. Appointment of Crisis Team

The Superintendent shall appoint members to serve on the 
school district’s crisis team.  The superintendent may, but is 
not required, to include representatives from the following 
groups on the crisis team: 

• Administrators
• Teachers
• Health/mental health
• Facilities staff 
• Transportation staff 
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• Food service staff member
• Information technology staff
• Students
• Parents
• Staff member with expertise on the needs of students 

with disabilities
• Organizations that serve the disabled
• Organizations that serve the needs of minority 

populations (ELL, race, etc.) 
• Representatives from local early responders (law 

enforcement, fire and rescue personnel, railroad, 
factories, etc.)

b. Compliance with Fire and Safety Codes

The Superintendent will ensure that the school district 
meets all current fire and life safety codes or is in the 
process of coming into compliance.

c. Annual Safety Audits

The Superintendent will arrange for the performance of an 
annual safety audits using an external consultants utilizing 
the standardized audit protocol adopted by the Nebraska 
Department of Education.

d. Mutual Aid Agreements

The Superintendent will enter into mutual aid agreements 
to address the academic, physical, operational, 
psychological, and emotional recovery areas when possible 
with appropriate local entities.  

III. Building Principals’ Duties Related to Safety and 
Security

a. Positive and Safe Learning Environment

Each building principal shall implement a school-wide 
behavior process to create a positive and safe learning 
environment.  
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Each building principal shall conduct training on and require 
enforcement of the district’s anti-bullying and dating 
violence policies. 

Each building principal shall ensure that staff complete the 
required suicide prevention training as required by board 
policy.  

Each building principal shall require staff to engage in active 
supervision of students at all times

b. Visitor Protocol.  

Each building principal shall adopt a protocol for visitors to 
his/her school building to sign in upon arrival and departure 
and to be identified as a visitor while they are in the building 
during the school day.  The protocol must also address 
visitors in specialized areas of the school such as 
playgrounds, gyms, cafeterias and the like.  

This protocol may be written or unwritten but must be 
clearly communicated to and enforced by all staff.  

The building principal will report individuals who repeatedly 
violate the visitor protocol to the superintendent for possible 
exclusion from school facilities pursuant to board policy.  

c. Emergency Drills

Each building principal must ensure that the following drills 
are conducted in his/her building:

i. Fire drills (evacuation): One fire drill conducted 
monthly with one additional drill being conducted 
during the first 30 days of school.

ii. Tornado drills (shelter): One drill during the first two 
weeks of school and the second drill during the month 
of March.

iii. Bus evacuation drills: Two drills during the school year 
involving all students and appropriate staff. 
Recommended that one drill occur during the first 
month of school.
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Each building principal must also conduct any non-required 
drills recommended by crisis team.

Each building principal shall conduct a performance review 
of each of the drills conducted pursuant to this policy.  This 
review does not have to be in writing.

Adopted on: _________________________
Revised on: _________________________
Reviewed on: ________________________



4002
Drug Free Workplace

It is vitally important to have a healthy workforce that is free from the 
effects of illegal drugs.  The use or possession of unlawful drugs in the 
workplace has a very detrimental effect upon safety and morale of the 
affected employee, coworkers, and the public at large; and on productivity 
and the quality of work.

Federal law requires this school district, as a recipient of federal funds, to 
maintain a drug-free workplace.  The unlawful manufacture, distribution, 
dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance in the district's 
workplace is prohibited.  The term "workplace" includes every location 
where district employees may be found during their working hours or while 
they are on duty, regardless of whether the location is within the 
geographic boundaries of the district.  Any employee who violates this 
policy will be disciplined with measures up to and including discharge.  The 
district may, in its sole discretion, require or allow an employee who 
violates this policy to participate in and satisfactorily complete a drug abuse 
assistance or rehabilitation program.

The district shall provide every current employee with a copy of this policy, 
and shall provide each newly hired employee with a copy upon hiring.  
Every employee shall be required to signify receipt of a copy of the policy 
in writing.  All district employees must abide by this policy, including those 
who are not directly engaged in the performance of work pursuant to a 
federal grant.  

An employee must notify his/her supervisor of any conviction of a criminal 
drug statute for a violation occurring in the workplace within five days.  The 
failure to report such a conviction will be grounds for dismissal.  If the 
employee convicted of such an offense is engaged in the performance of 
work pursuant to the provisions of a federal grant, the district shall notify 
the grant agency within 10 days of receiving notice of a conviction from the 
affected employee or of receiving actual notice of such a conviction.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________

I, __________________________, have received a copy of Policy 4002: 
Drug Free Workplace:

Employee Signature: _____________________ Date: __________________



4003
Drug Policy Regarding Drivers

Policy Statement.  Drivers for the school district must be free from drug and 
alcohol abuse, and the use of illegal drugs or improper use of alcohol is 
prohibited.  The overall goal of drug and alcohol testing is to insure a drug-
free and alcohol-free transportation environment, and to reduce accidents, 
injuries and fatalities.

Designated Contact.  The school district has designated the Superintendent 
as the individual any driver may contact with questions about this policy or 
the school district’s drug testing program and procedures for drivers.  This 
individual further maintains and will provide drivers informational materials 
concerning the effects of alcohol and controlled substances use on an 
individual’s health, work, and personal life; signs and symptoms of an alcohol 
or a controlled substances problem (the driver’s or a co-worker’s); and 
available methods of intervening when an alcohol or controlled substances 
problem is suspected, including confrontation, referral to any employee 
assistance program and/or referral to management.  

The Superintendent may be contacted at kheneger@centuraps.org.

Covered Drivers.  Any person who operates a commercial motor vehicle on 
behalf of the school district is covered by this policy and the school district’s 
drug testing program and procedures for drivers.  All covered drivers must 
provide the school district a signed statement certifying that he or she has 
received a copy of this policy and related materials.

Covered Workday.  A driver is required to comply with this policy and the 
terms of the school district’s drug testing program and procedures for drivers 
at all times they are assigned, or may be assigned, to perform safety-sensitive 
functions.  This includes all time from the time a driver begins to work or is 
required to be in readiness to work until the time he/she is relieved from work 
and all responsibility for performing work.  Safety-sensitive functions include: 
(1) all time at a school district facility or property, contractor facility or 
property, or on any public property, waiting to be dispatched, unless the driver 
has been relieved from duty by the school district; (2) all time inspecting 
equipment as required by state or federal law or regulation and any and all 
other time inspecting, servicing, or conditioning any commercial motor 
vehicle; (3) all time spent at the driving controls of a commercial motor vehicle 
in operation; (4) all time, other than driving time, in or upon any commercial 
motor vehicle; (5) all time loading or unloading a vehicle, supervising, or 
assisting in the loading or unloading, attending a vehicle being loaded or 
unloaded, remaining in readiness to operate the vehicle, or in giving or 



receiving receipts for shipments loaded or unloaded; and (6) all time repairing, 
obtaining assistance, or remaining in attendance upon a disabled vehicle.

Prohibited Conduct.  No driver shall: (1) report for duty or remain on duty 
requiring the performance of safety-sensitive functions while having an alcohol 
concentration of 0.04 or greater; (2) use alcohol while performing safety-
sensitive functions; (3) perform safety-sensitive functions within four hours 
after using alcohol; or (4) refuse to submit to a pre-employment controlled 
substance, a post-accident alcohol or controlled substance test, a random 
alcohol or controlled substances test, a reasonable suspicion alcohol or 
controlled substance test, a return-to-duty alcohol or controlled substances 
test, or a follow-up alcohol or controlled substance test required under state 
or federal law or this policy.  No driver required to take a post-accident alcohol 
test shall use alcohol for eight hours following the accident, or until he/she 
undergoes a post-accident alcohol test, whichever occurs first.  

No driver shall: (1) report for duty or remain on duty requiring the 
performance of safety sensitive functions when the driver uses any drug or 
substance identified in 31 CFR 1308.11 Schedule 1; (2) report for duty or 
remain on duty requiring the performance of safety-sensitive functions when 
the driver uses any non-Schedule I drug or substance that is identified in the 
other Schedules in 21 CFR part 1308 except when the use is pursuant to the 
instructions of a licensed medical practitioner who is familiar with the driver's 
medical history and has advised the driver that the substance will not 
adversely affect the driver's ability to safely operate a commercial motor 
vehicle; or (3) report for duty, remain on duty or perform a safety-sensitive 
function, if the driver tests positive or has adulterated or substituted a test 
specimen for controlled substances.

Types of Testing.  Pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Department 
of Transportation (DOT), the district has implemented four types of testing: 
(1) pre-employment testing, (2) reasonable cause testing, (3) post-accident 
testing and (4) random testing.

Refusal to Submit to Testing.  A driver shall not refuse to submit to testing.  
A driver will be considered to have refused to submit to testing if the driver 
fails to provide a sample or specimen necessary for testing upon a lawful 
request, consistent with the required testing protocols.  The refusal to submit 
to the testing used by the district will be grounds for refusal to hire driver 
applicants and to terminate the employment of existing drivers.  

Consequences for Violations.  Any driver who becomes unqualified on the 
basis of violation of the terms of this policy will be subject to disciplinary action 
which may include termination of the driver’s employment, and shall include 



the immediate removal from safety-sensitive functions in compliance with 
federal law.  No driver tested pursuant to this policy and the school district’s 
drug testing program and procedures who is found to have an alcohol 
concentration of 0.02 or greater but less than 0.04 shall perform or continue 
to perform safety-sensitive functions until the start of the driver’s next 
regularly scheduled duty period, but not less than 24 hours following 
administration of the test.

Return to Duty Process.  A driver who has violated this policy or the school 
district drug testing program and procedures cannot again perform any safety-
sensitive functions until and unless the employee completes the return-to-
duty process, including the substance-abuse professional’s (SAP) evaluation, 
referral, and recommended education or treatment.  The school district will 
provide employees the relevant contact information for available and 
acceptable SAPs as necessary, but the school district is not required under the 
law to provide a SAP evaluation or any subsequent recommended education 
or treatment for a driver.  Any driver completing the return-to-duty process 
must complete a return-to-duty test and test negatively. 

Disqualification.  Any applicant who tests positive for the presence of the 
following drugs is medically unqualified to drive and will not be considered for 
the position of driver: (1) marijuana, (2) cocaine, (3) opiates, (4) 
amphetamines, or (5) phencyclidine (PCP).  Any district driver who tests 
positive shall be medically unqualified and removed from service immediately.

Pre-employment Testing.  All applicants for employment must submit to 
drug and alcohol tests as a condition of being considered for employment.

Reasonable Cause Testing.  The district shall have reasonable cause to 
require a driver to submit to drug testing when a driver manifests physical or 
physiological symptoms or reactions commonly attributed to the use of 
controlled substances or alcohol. 

Post-Accident Testing.  A driver who has been involved in a reportable 
accident must submit to drug and alcohol testing as soon as possible.  A 
reportable accident includes any accident in which there is a fatality, a person 
is injured and must be treated away from the accident site, the driver receives 
a citation for a moving violation, or a vehicle is towed from the scene.  The 
driver must notify the district immediately regarding any reportable accident. 

Serious Injury to the Driver.  If a driver is so seriously injured that he or 
she cannot submit to testing at or immediately after the time of the accident, 
the driver must provide the necessary authorization for the district to obtain 



hospital reports or other documents that would indicate whether there were 
controlled substances or alcohol in the driver's system.

Random Testing.  All drivers will be subject to unannounced random testing 
for drugs and alcohol.  The district or its agents will periodically select drivers 
at random for testing.  A district official will notify a driver when his or her 
name has been selected and will instruct the driver to report immediately for 
testing.  By its very nature, random selection may result in one driver being 
tested more than once in a 12-month period, while another driver may not be 
selected at all during the same 12 months.

Frequency of Random Testing.  Under DOT regulations, the district must 
test at least 50 percent of its average number of driver positions for drugs and 
25 percent of its average number of driver positions for alcohol each year.  
The tests must be unannounced and spread evenly throughout the year.  DOT 
regulations also require that every driver selected at random must have his 
or her name placed back in the random pool for the next selection period.

Testing Procedure.  All urine and blood specimens collected under the policy 
will be submitted to an approved laboratory for testing.  Specimens that 
initially test positive for drugs will be subjected to a subsequent confirmation 
test before being reported by the laboratory as positive.  All such specimens 
collected and submitted will be maintained securely to safeguard the validity 
of the test results and maintain the integrity of the testing process while 
ensuring the results are attributed to the correct driver. 

Medical Resource Officer.  All laboratory test results will be reported by the 
laboratory to a medical review officer (MRO) designated by the district.  
Negative test results will be reported as such by the MRO to the district.  
Before reporting a positive test result to the district, the MRO will attempt to 
contact the driver to discuss the test result.  If the MRO is unable to contact 
the driver directly, the MRO will contact a district official designated in advance 
by the district, who shall in turn contact the driver and direct the driver to 
contact the MRO.  Upon being so directed, the driver shall contact the MRO 
immediately or, if after the MRO's business hours and the MRO is unavailable, 
at the start of the MRO's next business day.  If required by DOT regulations, 
personal information collected and maintained pursuant to this policy shall be 
reported to the Clearinghouse by the MRO in the event of: (1) a verified 
positive, adulterated, or substituted drug test result; (2) an alcohol 
confirmation test with a concentration of 0.04 or higher; (3) a refusal to 
submit to any test required by this policy and the school district’s drug testing 
program and procedures; (4) an employer’s report of actual knowledge that a 
driver has used alcohol or controlled substances based on the employer's 
direct observation of the employee, information provided by the driver's 



previous employer(s), a traffic citation for driving a CMV while under the 
influence of alcohol or controlled substances or an employee's admission of 
alcohol or controlled substance use; (5) on duty alcohol use as prohibited 
above; (6) pre-duty alcohol use as prohibited above; (7) alcohol use following 
an accident as prohibited above; (8) controlled substance use as prohibited 
above; (9) a substance abuse professional report of the successful completion 
of the return-to-duty process; (10) a negative return-to-duty test; and (11) 
an employer’s report of completion of follow-up testing. 

Confidentiality.  Pursuant to DOT regulations, individual test results for 
applicants and drivers will be released to the district and will be kept 
confidential unless the tested individual consents to their release or release is 
required by law (such as the release of information to the Clearinghouse.)  
Any person who has submitted to drug testing in compliance with this policy 
is entitled to receive the results of such testing upon timely written request.  

Retesting.  An individual who tested positive for the presence of drugs may 
request that the original sample be retested.  The request for a retest must 
be submitted in writing on a form provided by the district within 3 working 
days of the district’s notification to the individual that he or she has a positive 
test result.  The individual making the request must pay all costs associated 
with the retest and transfer of the sample to another laboratory before the 
retest will be performed.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4004
Employment of Relatives, Domestic Partners and Significant 

Others

It is in the school district’s best interest to hire the best qualified 
candidate for employment.  However, the district must use sound 
judgment in hiring and placing employees who are closely related, reside 
together as domestic partners, or are involved in close relationships for 
the following reasons: avoiding conflict of interest and the appearance 
of a conflict of interest; avoiding favoritism and the appearance of 
favoritism; promoting collegiality among employees; minimizing lost 
productivity; easing the task of managing employees; avoiding friction 
and conflict when marriages or relationships break down; and avoiding 
claims of sexual harassment.

For the purposes of this policy, the term “relative” refers to a spouse, 
child, parent, sibling, grandparent, grandchild, aunt, uncle, first cousin, 
or corresponding in-law or “step” relation. “Domestic partner” refers to 
individuals who reside in the same household and are involved in a 
relationship, who may hold themselves out to the public as marital 
partners, but who are not legally married.  “Significant others” refers to 
individuals who are dating or engaged to be married but may or may 
not reside together.  This policy applies to all categories of employment 
including regular, temporary, and part-time classifications.

Generally, an employee’s relative, domestic partner, or significant other 
should not be hired to work in the same department as the employee or 
in any other position in which the district believes a conflict or the 
appearance of a conflict may exist.  Relatives, domestic partners, and 
significant others are permitted to work at the district provided one does 
not report directly to, supervise, or manage the other.  The 
superintendent and/or board may make exceptions to this general rule.  

Employees in a supervisory-subordinate relationship or employed in the 
same department who marry, become domestic partners, or become 
significant others while employed will be treated in accordance with 
these guidelines, and one of the employees will be transferred at the 
earliest practicable time.  The transfer will be voluntary when possible.  
When a voluntary transfer is not possible, the superintendent will make 
the decision based upon the importance of each job, the needs of the 
district, and the availability of candidates to fill either position.  The 
district shall endeavor to place the transferred employee in a position 



which is similar in terms of pay and benefits.  The superintendent and/or 
board may make exceptions to this general rule.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4005
Communication Between the Board and District Employees  

Employees have the same right to communicate with the board about 
matters of public concern as other patrons of the district.  Regarding 
employment-related issues, employees must follow the applicable board 
policies and/or contractual procedures regarding the administrative 
chain of command, complaints, grievances and other applicable 
processes.  

When appropriate, the superintendent shall inform employees of official 
board policies, directives, actions and concerns.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4006
Insurance

The school district shall provide workers’ compensation insurance for 
the protection of the district and its employees, and such other 
insurance as the board deems appropriate or has agreed to provide 
pursuant to a contract or collective bargaining agreement.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4007
Personnel Records

The district shall maintain a personnel file regarding each employee.  All 
materials in a personnel file, except for employment references and 
information that was gathered in the process of assessing an applicant 
for hiring, shall be available to the employee for review within a 
reasonable period of time of the employee’s request.  Employees (or 
individuals to whom employees have given written authorization) may 
inspect the contents of their personnel files only in the presence of an 
administrator or a person designated by the administration. 

An employee may respond to any document(s) in his or her personnel 
file by submitting a written response to the person responsible for 
keeping the file, who shall attach the response to file copies of the 
disputed document.

No person other than school officials engaged in their professional duties 
shall be granted access to employees’ personnel files, and the contents 
of such files shall not be divulged in any manner to any unauthorized 
person.  An attorney acting on behalf of the board of education or 
administration is deemed to be a school official.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
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4008
Outside Employment

1. An employee’s responsibilities to the district take precedence over 
personal responsibilities during school hours.  Employees may not 
engage in other employment business activity during assigned 
duty hours.

2. Tutoring

a. Teachers are expected to assist students who are having 
learning problems as part of the teachers’ employment. 
Such assistance is expected both in the classroom and at 
other times during the school day. 

b. A teacher shall not solicit a student or parent to retain the 
teacher as a tutor and shall not act as a tutor for pay or 
other remuneration for any student who is then enrolled in 
any class taught by that teacher. 

c. In all other cases during the school year, a teacher may act 
as a tutor for pay or other remuneration upon prior approval 
of the building principal and superintendent or designee. 

3. Employees shall attend to personal matters outside their assigned 
duty hours with the district whenever possible.

4. Employees may conduct business on behalf of the district during 
assigned duty hours, but at times that do not disrupt or interfere 
with teaching responsibilities or student activities.

5. Employees shall not misrepresent, either expressly or by 
implication, that any activity, solicitation, or other endeavor is 
sponsored, sanctioned, or endorsed by the district.

6. In any written or verbal presentation by an employee that might 
be perceived as being sanctioned, sponsored, or endorsed by the 
district, other than district-related instruction or presentation to 
district students or personnel, the employee shall communicate to 
the audience or recipients that the views expressed are those of 
the employee and not necessarily those of the district or board.

7. Sale of goods or services by employees.
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a. Employees shall not sell, solicit or promote the sale of goods 
or services to students.

b. Employees shall not sell, solicit or promote the sale of goods 
or services to parents of students when the employee's 
relationship with the district is used to influence any sale or 
may be reasonably perceived by parents as attempting to 
influence any sale. 

c. Employees with supervisory or managerial responsibilities 
shall not sell, solicit or promote the sale of goods or services 
to employees over whom they have such responsibilities in 
any manner that could reasonably be perceived as coercive 
by the subordinate employee(s). 

d. Employees shall not use employee, student, or parent 
directories in connection with the solicitation, sale, or 
promotion of goods or services and shall not provide any 
such directory to any person or entity for any purpose 
without the prior knowledge or approval of the building 
principal.

8. No school board member, administrator, teacher, or other 
employee shall use the personnel, facilities, resources, 
equipment, property, or funds of the district for personal financial 
gain or business activities.

9. All written or artistic works, instructional materials, inventions, 
procedures, ideas, innovations, systems, programs, or other work 
product created or developed by any employee in the course and 
scope of performance of his or her employment duties on behalf 
of the district, whether published or not, shall be the exclusive 
property of the district; and the district has the sole right to sell, 
license, assign, or transfer any and all right, title, or interest in 
and to such property.

10. Staff may not exploit their professional relationships for personal 
gain. 

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
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4009
Restrictions on Employees Receiving Gratuities

An employee who, because of his or her employment by the school 
district, receives any bonus merchandise or gift with a value over $ 
50.00 must disclose the receipt of such gift to the superintendent, who 
will then report that gift to the board.  The superintendent, at his or her 
discretion, may require that the gift become the property of the district.  
No certificated staff member may accept any gift which will impair the 
professional judgment of the recipient.

Employees are directed to discourage merchants from offering bonus 
paraphernalia in exchange for the school’s patronage.  

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4010
Inclement Weather 

Unless the superintendent directs otherwise, the following personnel 
shall report to work when school is canceled because of inclement 
weather: the superintendent, principals, secretaries, and 
custodians/maintenance staff.

If school is canceled during the day because of inclement weather, 
classified and certified personnel not listed above may be released after 
students have been excused.  Classified and certified personnel who 
miss work due to inclement weather when school is in session will not 
be paid for time missed or will be charged an applicable leave day.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
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4011
Employee Leave Under the Family and Medical Leave Act 

(FMLA)
 

The school district shall provide leave to its employees in accordance 
with the Family and Medical Leave Act (“FMLA”). The terms used herein 
shall have the meaning ascribed to them under the FMLA.  Employees 
may also qualify for leave under the Nebraska Family Military Leave Act, 
which is covered under the district’s policy for that law.  If an employee 
qualifies for leave under both the Family and Medical Leave Act and the 
Nebraska Military Leave Act, any leave taken by the employee will count 
concurrently toward the leave limits of both acts. 

 
I.         Qualifying for Leave

 
A.       Qualified Employees

 
1.        To be eligible for unpaid leave under this 
policy, an employee must:

 
a.        Make the request for leave at a time 
when the school district employs 50 or 
more workers;
 
b.        Have been working for the school 
district for at least 12 months prior to the 
request; and
 
c.         Have worked a minimum of 1,250 
hours during the 12-month period 
immediately preceding the 
commencement of the leave.

 
2.        The applicable 12-month period for 
computing an employee's entitlement to FMLA 
leave shall be “rolling” 12-month period 
measured backward from the date an employee 
uses any FMLA leave.
 
3.        Employees ineligible for FMLA leave for 
any reason may be eligible for leave under the 
Nebraska Family Military Leave Act and should 
consult policy 4011.1.
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B.       Qualified Circumstances Necessitating 
Leave
 

1.        The school district will grant an eligible 
employee up to a total of 12 workweeks of 
unpaid leave under the following conditions:

 
a.        For birth of a son or daughter, and 
to care for the newborn child;
 
b.        For placement of a son or daughter 
with the employee for adoption or foster 
care;
 
c.         To care for the employee's spouse, 
son, daughter, or parent with a serious 
health condition;
 
d.        Because of a serious health 
condition that makes the employee 
unable to perform the functions of his or 
her job; or
 
e.        Because of any qualifying exigency 
arising out of the fact that the employee’s 
spouse, son, daughter, or parent is a 
Military Member on Covered Active Duty 
(or has been notified of an impending call 
or order to Covered Active Duty) in 
National Guard, Reserves, and/or Regular 
Armed Forces in support of a contingency 
operation
        

2.      The school district will grant an eligible 
employee who is the spouse, son, 
daughter, parent or next of kin of a Covered 
Servicemember a total of 26 workweeks of 
unpaid leave during a 12-month period to 
care for the service member as permitted 
under the FMLA.  The leave described in this 
paragraph shall only be available during a 
single 12-month period. 
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    For purposes of this provision and this 
policy, "Covered Servicemember" includes 
both Military Members and covered 
Veterans, so long as the covered Veteran 
was discharged or released under 
conditions other than dishonorable at any 
time during the five-year period prior to the 
first date the eligible employee takes FMLA 
leave to care for the covered Veteran.

 
3.      During the single 12-month period 

described in paragraph I(B)(2), an eligible 
employee shall be entitled to a combined 
total of 26 workweeks of leave under 
paragraphs I(B)(1) and I(B)(2).  Nothing in 
this paragraph shall limit the availability of 
leave under paragraph I(B)(1) during any 
other 12-month period.

 
C.        Limitations on Leave

 
1.        Leave for birth or placement for adoption 
or foster care must conclude within 12 months 
of the birth or placement.
 
2.        In any case in which a husband and wife 
both employed by the school district are entitled 
to FMLA leave:
 

a.        The aggregate number of 
workweeks of FMLA leave to which both 
are entitled is limited to 12 during any 12-
month period if such leave is taken (i) 
because of the birth of a son or daughter 
of the employee and in order to care for 
such son or daughter; (ii) because of the 
placement of a son or daughter with the 
employee for adoption or foster care; or 
(iii) to care for a sick parent who has a 
serious health condition; and
 
b.        The aggregate number of 
workweeks of FMLA leave to which both 
that husband and wife are entitled is 
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limited to 26 during the single 12-month 
period in which leave is taken to care for 
a Covered Servicemember and the 
husband and wife employees are both 
either the son, daughter, parent, or next 
of kin of such Covered Servicemember, if 
the leave is taken for this reason or a 
combination of this reason and one of the 
three reasons described in paragraph 
I(C)(2)(a).  If the leave taken by the 
husband and wife includes leave 
described in paragraph I(C)(2)(a), the 
limitation in paragraph I(C)(2)(a) shall 
apply to the leave described in I(C)(2)(a).

 
D.       Qualifying Notice and Certification

 
Employees seeking to use FMLA leave will be required 
to provide:

 
1.        30-day advance notice when the need to 
take the leave is foreseeable; provided, if (a) 
the leave is for needed treatment which is 
required to begin in less than thirty days or (b) 
the leave is for the reason set forth in paragraph 
I(B)(1)(e), the employee shall provide such 
notice to the school district as is reasonable and 
practical;
 
2.        Medical certification supporting the need 
for leave due to a Serious Health Condition 
affecting the employee or family member or to 
care for a Military Member, and/or due to a 
Serious Injury or Illness to care for a Veteran;
 
3.        Second or third medical opinions and 
periodic re-certifications (at the school district's 
expense);
 
4.        Certification supporting the need for leave 
because of a qualifying exigency arising out of 
the fact that the employee’s spouse, son, 
daughter or parent is a Military Member on 
Covered Active Duty (or has been notified of an 
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impending call or order to Covered Active Duty) 
in the National Guard, Reserves, and/or Regular 
Armed Forces in support of a contingency 
operation;
 
5.        Certification supporting the need for leave 
to care for a Veteran who was discharged or 
released under conditions other than 
dishonorable at any time during the five-year 
period prior to the first date the eligible 
employee takes FMLA leave to care for the 
covered Veteran, and who is undergoing 
medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy for 
a Serious Injury or Illness; and
 
6.        Periodic reports during leave, at a 
frequency reasonably requested by the 
superintendent, regarding the employee's 
status and intent to return to work.

 
E.        Scheduling Leave

 
              When leave is needed to care for a family 
member, for the employee's own illness, or to care for 
a Covered Servicemember, and such leave is 
foreseeable based on planned medical treatment, the 
employee must attempt to schedule treatment so as 
not to unduly disrupt the school district's operations.

 
II.      Relationship with District During Leave

 
A.       Leave to Be Unpaid

 
All leave provided to employees under the provisions 
of the FMLA and this policy shall be unpaid leave.

 
B.       Substitution of Paid Leave

 
1.        The school district requires employees to 
substitute any accrued paid vacation leave, paid 
personal leave, paid family leave, paid medical 
leave or paid sick leave for FMLA leave.  
However, nothing in this policy shall require the 
school district to provide paid sick or medical 
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leave in any situation in which the school district 
would not normally provide such paid leave.
 
2.        If an employee uses paid leave under 
circumstances which do not qualify as FMLA 
leave, the leave will not count against the 
number of workweeks of FMLA leave to which 
the employee is entitled.

 
3.        Any paid leave which is substituted for 
FMLA leave will be subtracted from the number 
of workweeks of unpaid leave provided by the 
FMLA and this policy.

 
C.        Group Health Plan Benefits

 
1.        The school district will continue group 
health plan benefits on the same basis as 
coverage would have been provided if the 
employee had been continuously employed 
during the FMLA leave period. 
 
2.        Any share of health plan premiums which 
have been paid by the employee prior to FMLA 
leave must continue to be paid by the employee 
during the FMLA leave period.

 
D.       Intermittent or Reduced-Schedule Leave

 
1.        Leave may be taken under this policy 
intermittently or on a reduced-leave schedule 
under certain circumstances. 
 

a.        When leave is taken because of a 
birth or because of a placement of a child 
for adoption or foster care, an eligible 
employee may take leave intermittently 
or on a reduced-leave schedule only with 
the agreement of the school district.  In 
such a case, the superintendent shall 
have the authority to approve or 
disapprove such intermittent or reduced 
leave schedule, in the superintendent’s 
sole discretion.
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b.        When leave is taken to care for a 
sick family member, for an employee's 
own serious health condition, or to care 
for a covered Veteran or Military Member, 
an eligible employee may take leave 
intermittently or on a reduced-leave 
schedule when medically necessary.
 
c.         When leave is taken by an eligible 
employee because of any qualifying 
exigency arising out of the fact that the 
employee’s spouse, son, daughter, or 
parent is a Military Member on Covered 
Active Duty (or has been notified of an 
impending call or order to Covered Active 
Duty) in National Guard, Reserves, and/or 
Regular Armed Forces in support of a 
contingency operation, the employee may 
take leave intermittently or on a reduced-
leave schedule.
 
d.        When leave is taken by an eligible 
employee to care for a Covered 
Servicemember, including a Veteran who 
was discharged or released under 
conditions other than dishonorable at any 
time during the five-year period prior to 
the first date the eligible employee takes 
FMLA leave to care for the covered 
Veteran, and who is undergoing medical 
treatment, recuperation, or therapy for a 
Serious Injury or Illness

 
e.        Intermittent or reduced leave shall 
not result in a reduction in the employee's 
total amount of leave beyond the amount 
of leave actually taken.

 
f.          When an instructional employee 
seeks to take intermittent leave in 
connection with a family or personal 
illness (e.g. physical therapy or periodic 
care for a sick relative) or to care for a 
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covered Veteran or Military Member, and 
when such leave would constitute at least 
20 percent of the total number of working 
days in the period during which the leave 
would extend, the school district may 
require the employee to elect to take 
leave in a block, instead of intermittently, 
for the entire period or to transfer to an 
available alternative position within the 
school system that is equivalent in pay, 
for which the employee is qualified, and 
which better accommodates the 
intermittent leave.

 
2.        If an eligible employee requests 
intermittent leave or leave on a reduced-leave 
schedule that is foreseeable based on planned 
medical treatment, including during a period of 
recovery from a serious health condition, the 
school district may require the employee to 
transfer temporarily to an available alternative 
position for which the employee is qualified and 
which better accommodates recurring periods of 
leave than does the employee's regular position.  
Such alternative position must have equivalent 
pay and benefits as the employee’s permanent 
position.
 
3.        Leave taken on an intermittent or 
reduced-schedule basis will be tracked hourly.

 
III.  Return from Leave

 
A.       Restoration to Position

 
1.        On return from FMLA leave, an employee 
is entitled to be returned to the same position 
the employee held when leave commenced, or 
to an equivalent position with equivalent 
benefits, pay, and other terms and conditions of 
employment.

 
2.        Any leave taken under this policy will not 
result in the loss of any employment benefits 
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accrued prior to the date on which the leave 
commenced.

 
3.        An eligible employee is not entitled to 
accrual of any seniority or employment benefits 
during any period of leave, or any right, benefit, 
or position of employment other than to which 
the employee would have been entitled had the 
employee not taken leave.

 
B.       Denial of Restoration

 
1.        The school district reserves the right to 
deny restoration to any eligible employee who 
is a "key employee" (that is an employee who is 
salaried and among the highest paid 10% of the 
employees of the school district) if such denial 
is necessary to prevent substantial and grievous 
economic injury to the operations of the school 
district. 

 
2.        If the school district intends to deny 
restoration to such an employee, it will:

 
a.        notify the employee of his/her 
status as a "key employee" in response to 
the employee's notice of intent to take 
FMLA leave;
 
b.        notify the employee as soon as the 
school district decides it will deny job 
restoration and explain the reasons for 
this decision;
 
c.         offer the employee a reasonable 
opportunity to return to work from FMLA 
leave after giving this notice; and
 
d.        make a final determination as to 
whether reinstatement will be denied at 
the end of the leave period if the 
employee then requests restoration.

 
C.        Failure to Return from Leave



Page 10 of 10

 
If an employee fails to return from FMLA leave after 
the period of leave to which the employee is entitled 
has expired, the employee shall reimburse the district 
for any premiums the employer paid for maintaining 
health insurance coverage for the employee during 
the employee’s FMLA leave unless the reason the 
employee does not return is due to: (1) the 
continuation, recurrence, or onset of the serious 
health condition which entitled the employee to FMLA 
leave and the employee provides the district with 
sufficient certification from the proper health care 
provider of such continuation, recurrence, or onset of 
the serious health condition or (2) other 
circumstances beyond the employee’s control.

 
IV.    Notice to Employees

 
A.       The school district will post in conspicuous 
places where employees are employed notices 
explaining the FMLA and providing information 
concerning the procedures for filing complaints of 
FMLA violations with the U.S. Wage and Hour Division.

 
 

B.       To the extent that any provision in this policy is 
in any manner inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Act or the regulations promulgated thereunder, the 
Act and regulations shall prevail over the provisions of 
this policy.  The school district reserves the right to 
modify this policy from time to time in its sole 
discretion.
 
C.        Employees may direct any questions or 
concerns regarding FMLA leave to the superintendent.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
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4011.1
Nebraska Family Military Leave Act

The school district shall provide leave to its employees in accordance with the 
Nebraska Family Military Leave Act (NFMLA).  The terms used herein shall 
have the meaning ascribed to them under the NFMLA.  Employees may also 
qualify for leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), which is 
detailed in the district’s FMLA policy.  If an employee qualifies for leave under 
both the FMLA and NFMLA, any leave taken by the employee will count 
concurrently toward the leave limits of both.  

I. Qualifying for Leave

A. Qualified Employees

To be eligible for unpaid leave under the NFMLA, an 
employee must:

 
1. Have been working for the school district for at least 

12 months prior to the request; and

2. Have worked a minimum of 1,250 hours during the 
12-month period immediately preceding the 
commencement of the leave.

B. Qualified Circumstances for Requesting Leave

The school district will grant a qualified employee up to a 
total of 30 days of unpaid leave if: 

1. The employee is the spouse or parent of a person 
called to military service lasting 179 days or longer 
with the state or United States pursuant to orders of 
the Governor or the President of the United States 
and;

2. The leave is scheduled to be taken during the time 
federal or state deployment orders are in effect. 
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C. Qualifying Notice and Certification

Employees seeking to use the NFMLA will be required to 
provide:

a. A consultation with the District to schedule leave 
so as not to unduly disrupt the operations of the 
school.

b. Certification from the proper military authority 
to verify the employee’s eligibility for the family 
military leave requested. 

c. 14-day advance notice of the intended date 
upon which the leave will begin, if leave will 
consist of five or more work days.

d. As much advance notice as possible of the 
intended date upon which the leave will 
commence, if leave will consist of less than five 
work days.

II. Relationship with District During Leave

A. Leave to Be Unpaid

All leave provided to employees under the provisions of the 
NFMLA and this policy shall be unpaid leave.

B. Benefits

1. Taking leave under the NFMLA shall not result in the 
loss of any employee benefit accrued before the date 
on which the leave commenced.
 

2. Any employee who takes leave under the NFMLA will 
be permitted to continue their benefits at their own 
expense.  

3. Payment for benefits must be made to the district in 
advance of the date on which they are due.  For 
example, if health insurance premiums are paid to the 
carrier by the district on the 1st of the month, the 
employee taking leave under the NFMLA must provide 
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the full cost of the premium to the district prior to that 
date.  Failure to provide the full costs for all benefits 
the employee wishes to continue in advance of their 
due date may result in cancellation of benefits as 
permitted by law.

III. Return from Leave

A. Restoration to Position

1. Any employee who exercises the right to leave under 
the NFMLA shall be restored by the district to the 
position held by the employee when the leave 
commenced or to a position with equivalent seniority 
status, employee benefits, pay, and other terms and 
conditions of employment. 

2. This section does not apply if the district proves that 
the employee was not restored because of conditions 
unrelated to the employee's exercise of rights under 
the NFMLA. 

B. Failure to Return

If an employee fails to return after the period of leave to 
which the employee is entitled has expired, and no 
additional qualifications for leave exist, the employee will be 
subject to the district’s policies governing unexcused 
absences up to and including termination of employment. 

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
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4012
Staff Internet and Computer Use

Internet access is an important tool for communicating, keeping up-to-
date with current developments in education, and for conducting 
research to enhance management, teaching and learning skills.  The 
following procedures and guidelines are intended to ensure appropriate 
use of the Internet at the school by the district’s faculty and staff.  Staff 
should also refer to the district’s policy on Staff and District Social Media 
Use.  

I. Staff Expectations in Use of the Internet

A. Acceptable Use While on Duty or on School Property

1. Staff shall be restricted to use the Internet to conduct 
research for instructional purposes.

2. Staff may use the Internet for school-related e-mail 
communication with fellow educators, students, 
parents, and patrons.

3. Staff may use the Internet in any other way which 
serves a legitimate educational purpose and that is 
consistent with district policy and good professional 
judgment.  

4. Teachers should integrate the use of electronic 
resources into the classroom.  As the quality and 
integrity of content on the Internet is not guaranteed, 
teachers must examine the source of the information 
and provide guidance to students on evaluating the 
quality of information they may encounter on the 
Internet. 

B. Unacceptable Use While on Duty or on School 
Property

1. Staff shall not access obscene or pornographic 
material.

2. Staff shall not engage in any illegal activities on school 
computers, including the downloading and 
reproduction of copyrighted materials. 
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3. Staff shall not use school computers or district 
internet access to use peer-to-peer sharing systems 
such as BitTorrent, or participate in any activity which 
interferes with the staff member’s ability to perform 
their assigned duties.  

4. The only political advocacy allowed by staff on school 
computers or district internet access is that which is 
permitted by the Political Accountability and 
Disclosure Act and complies with district policy.

5. Staff shall not share their passwords with anyone, 
including students, volunteers or fellow employees.

II. School Affiliated Websites

Staff must obtain the permission of the administration prior to creating 
or publishing any school-affiliated web page which represents itself to 
be school-related, or which could be reasonably understood to be 
school-related.  This includes any website which identifies the school 
district by name or which uses the school’s mascot name or image.  

Staff must provide administrators with the username and password for 
all school-affiliated web pages and must only publish content 
appropriate for the school setting.  Staff must also comply with all board 
policies in their school-affiliated websites and must comply with the 
board’s policy on professional boundaries between staff and students at 
all times and in all contexts. 

Publication of student work or personality-identifiable student 
information on the Internet may violate the Federal Education Records 
Privacy Act.  Staff must obtain the consent of their building principal or 
the superintendent prior to posting any student-related information on 
the Internet.  

III. Enforcement 

A. Methods of Enforcement

The district owns the computer system and monitors e-mail and 
Internet communications, Internet usage, and patterns of Internet 
usage.  Staff members have no right of privacy in any electronic 
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communications or files, which are stored or accessed on or using 
school property and these are subject to search and inspection at 
any time.  

1. The district uses a technology protection measure that 
blocks access to some sites that are not in accordance 
with the district’s policy.  Standard use of the Internet 
utilizes a proxy server-based filter that screens for 
non-curriculum related pages.  

2. Due to the nature of technology, the filter may 
sometimes block pages that are appropriate for staff 
research.  The system administrator may override the 
technology protection measures that blocks or filters 
Internet access for staff access to a site with 
legitimate educational value that is wrongly blocked. 

3. The district will monitor staff use of the Internet by 
monitoring Internet use history to ensure 
enforcement of this policy. 

B. Any violation of school policy and rules may result in 
that staff member facing: 

1. Discharge from employment or such other discipline 
as the administration and/or the board deem 
appropriate;

2. The filing of a complaint with the Commissioner of 
Education alleging unprofessional conduct by a 
certified staff member; 

3. When appropriate, the involvement of law 
enforcement agencies in investigating and 
prosecuting wrongdoing.

IV. Off-Duty Personal Use

School employees may use the internet, school computers, and other 
school technology while not on duty for personal use as long as such 
use is (1) consistent with other district policies, (2) consistent with the 
provisions of Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 27 
(Nebraska Department of Education “Rule 27”), and (3) is reported as 
compensation in accordance with the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
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as amended, and taxes, if any, are paid.  All of the provisions of Rule 
27 will apply to non-certificated staff for the purposes of this policy.  In 
addition, employees may not use the school’s internet, computers, or 
other technology to access obscene or pornographic material, sext, or 
engage in any illegal activities.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



Page 1 of 3

4013
Grievance Procedure

Definition of Grievance.  A grievance is an allegation by an employee 
or group of employees that there has been a violation of a provision of 
the negotiated agreement or a policy of the board of education.

Procedural Steps.  The procedure for handling grievances is as set 
forth below.

Step 1 - Oral Notice to Principal.  The grievant shall initiate the 
grievance by presenting it to his or her principal or immediate 
supervisor within seven (7) days from the date that the grievant 
knew or should have known of the incident giving rise to the 
grievance.

Step 2 - Written Grievance to the Principal.  If the grievance 
is not resolved to the satisfaction of the grievant within five (5) 
days of the meeting with the principal, the grievant representative 
may present the grievance in writing to the principal.

The principal shall schedule a meeting within three (3) days of 
receipt of the written grievance to discuss the elements of the 
grievance.  The principal shall submit his or her determination in 
writing to the grievant within five (5) days of the meeting.  

Step 3 - Written Appeal to the Superintendent of Schools.  
If the determination of the principal is not satisfactory to the 
grievant, the grievant may appeal it to the superintendent of 
schools or his or her designated representative.  Said appeal shall 
be presented, in writing, to the office of the superintendent of 
schools within five (5) days of receipt of the principal's 
determination.

The superintendent of schools or a designee shall hold a formal 
meeting within seven (7) days of receiving the written appeal.  
The superintendent of schools or a designated representative shall 
make a written determination regarding the grievance within five 
(5) days of the date of the meeting.

Step 4 - Appeal to the Board of Education.  If the 
determination of the superintendent of schools is not satisfactory 
to the grievant, the grievant may appeal it to the board within five 
(5) days of receipt of the superintendent's decision.  The board 
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shall hear the grievance within thirty (30) days in open or closed 
session in accordance with the law.  The board shall notify the 
grievant of its decision within five (5) days of hearing the 
grievance.

Written Presentation.  All grievances presented at Step 2 and 
subsequent steps of the procedure shall set forth in writing all facts 
giving rise to the grievance, the provision(s) of the Agreement or policy 
alleged to have been violated, the names of the grievant(s), the names 
of all witnesses, and the remedy sought by the grievant.  All grievances 
at Step 2 and appeals at Step 3 and Step 4 shall be signed and dated 
by the aggrieved employee.  All written answers submitted by the 
district shall be signed and dated by the appropriate district 
representative.

Grievance Meetings or Hearings.  All meetings and hearings 
conducted under this procedure up to and including Step 3 shall be 
conducted in private and shall include only the administration's 
representatives, the grievant, the grievant's representatives, and 
witnesses as necessary.

Association Representation.  A grievant shall have the right to have 
an Association representative present to represent the grievant at each 
level of the grievance procedure. 

Reprisals.  No reprisals of any kind shall be taken against any employee 
who uses this grievance procedure in good faith.

Withdrawal of a Grievance.  A grievant may withdraw his or her 
grievance at any level of the procedure without fear of reprisal from any 
party. 

Advanced Step Filing.  A grievance shall be filed initially at the level 
at which the decision resulting in the grievance was made.

Time Limitations.  Time limitations herein are critical.  All references 
to days are to calendar days.  No grievance shall be accepted by the 
district unless it is submitted or appealed within the time limits set forth 
in this Agreement.  If at any time during the grievance process, it is 
discovered that the grievance was not filed or appealed in a timely 
manner, the grievance shall be dismissed. If the grievance is not 
submitted in a timely manner at Step 1 or Step 2, it shall be deemed to 
be waived.  If the grievance is not appealed to Step 3 in a timely 
manner, it shall be deemed to have been settled in accordance with the 
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district's Step 2 determination.  If the district fails to answer within the 
time limits set forth in this Agreement, the grievance shall automatically 
proceed to the next step.

When the deadline for taking an action falls on a Saturday, a Sunday or 
a legal holiday, the time for taking the action shall be extended to the 
next working day.

Requirement to Grieve.  This grievance procedure is not discretionary 
and cannot be waived except through the express written consent of the 
board.  No administrator or board member, individually, has the 
authority to waive the requirements of this procedure.  Any grievance 
covered by this procedure but not raised pursuant to the requirements 
herein, including any grievance abandoned, will be forfeited.

Bad Faith or Serial Filings.  The purpose of the grievance procedure 
is to resolve complaints and grievances regarding covered matters at 
the lowest level possible within the chain of command.  Grievances filed 
without any intention to attempt to resolve the issues raised; for the 
purpose of adding administrative burden; or for purposes inconsistent 
with the professional obligations of district staff members may be 
dismissed by the superintendent without providing final resolution other 
than noting the dismissal on a basis in this section.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4015
Prohibition Against Employment of Board Members

Nebraska statutes recognize the inherent conflict of interest that is 
created when a member of the board of education serves as a 
certificated employee of the district.  Consequently, section 79-544 of 
the statutes prohibits a board member from being engaged in a contract 
to teach pursuant to sections 79-817 through 79-821 with the school district 
where he or she also serves on the board. 

A conflict of interest is also created when a board member serves 
simultaneously as both a board member and an employee in any 
capacity, whether certified or non-certified.  Therefore, a board member 
shall not be employed by the school district when serving on the board.  
If an employee is elected or appointed to the board, his or her 
employment shall be terminated upon being seated on the board.  
Because of the conflict that is created by a board member applying for 
employment while sitting on the board, a board member who wishes to 
apply for employment shall be required to resign from the board before 
applying.

This policy does not prohibit the board from contracting with members 
of the board for services or products when the relationship is not one of 
employer/employee and such contracts are in compliance with the 
requirements of statute and board policy regarding conflicts of interest.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4016
Jury Duty/Service as Witness in Court

An employee who has been called to serve as a juror will be granted 
paid leave.  Employees must sign over to the district the compensation 
they receive for jury duty, but not compensation for expenses.

An employee who has been subpoenaed to testify as a witness in a court 
proceeding shall be entitled to one day of paid leave.  To receive paid 
leave, the employee must sign over to the district his or her witness fee.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4017
Relations with Employee Collective Bargaining Associations

The board of education recognizes the right of staff members to belong 
to organizations for bargaining purposes pursuant to state statutes.  The 
board will negotiate with employee associations that have been 
established in accordance with public employee bargaining statutes and 
will negotiate with local collective bargaining unit representatives at 
mutually agreeable times.

To facilitate an amicable relationship between the district and any local 
employee associations, the district will allow associations to make 
reasonable use of district facilities for meetings outside the school’s and 
the employees’ work hours.  With administrative approval, associations 
may use district resources, post notices of meetings and other 
information on bulletin boards designated for this purpose, and use 
district e-mail and mail boxes for delivery of employment-related 
information.  Associations must pay for all supplies used, damage 
caused, or the loss or theft of borrowed property.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________



4018
Corporal Punishment

Corporal punishment, defined as the infliction of bodily pain as a penalty 
for disapproved behavior, is prohibited. Some physical contact is 
inevitable, and most of it is appropriate.  Therefore, physical contact, 
short of corporal punishment, is acceptable to promote personal 
interaction with students, to maintain order and control, and to protect 
persons and property.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
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4019
Workplace Injury Prevention and Safety Committee

The school district is committed to providing and maintaining a safe 
work environment, and to taking reasonable precautions for the safety 
of the students, employees, visitors, and all others having business with 
this school district.  Every employee district should show concern for the 
safety of fellow employees, students, and members of the public.  The 
district shall have a safety committee as required by Nebraska law.  
Members of the safety committee shall be established through the 
collective bargaining process.

The committee shall adopt and maintain a written injury prevention 
program.  The committee shall participate in the development of safety 
education, training, and the establishment of safety rules, policies and 
procedures pursuant to this policy, the district’s written injury 
prevention program, or as otherwise provided by law.  Training for 
employees shall be conducted annually.  

The workplace injury prevention and safety committee shall maintain 
minutes of all meetings and file them in the district office.  The 
committee shall implement accident investigation, record keeping 
procedures, safety rules, safety and health training, and policies.  The 
district shall maintain records for at least three years, or longer if 
directed by the Department of Labor.

The committee shall meet at least once every three months or more 
frequently in the event of an employee complaint or of a job-related 
injury or death.  The workplace injury prevention and safety committee 
shall keep written minutes of all meetings, and provide a copy to the 
superintendent or designee who shall maintain the minutes in the 
district’s administrative offices for a period of at least three years, unless 
otherwise instructed by the Department of Labor.  

The workplace injury prevention and safety committee shall develop an 
injury prevention plan and present it to the board.  The plan should be 
developed and presented in the spirit of employees working together in 
a cooperative, non-adversarial effort to promote safety at the work sites 
within the district.

The superintendent or designee shall assure that the safety training for 
employees is reviewed annually or more frequently, if needed.  He or 
she shall provide the following, as set forth in the initial written 
Employer’s Injury Prevention Plan:
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1. Initial safety orientation on rules, policies, and job specific 
procedures for new employees or employees who are 
assuming new and different duties within the school district, 
if appropriate.  

2. Job specific training for employees before they perform 
potential hazardous work.

3. Periodic refresher training and dissemination of information 
on an annual basis, or more frequently if so designated by 
the administrator, for employees regarding the injury 
prevention plan of the unit and safety rules, policies, and 
procedures pertaining to safety within the school district.  

In the event of a death in the workplace, the workplace injury prevention 
and safety committee shall forward to the Department of Labor within 
15 working days a copy of any review of the matter made by the 
workplace injury prevention and safety committee.

The superintendent or designee shall establish or cause to be 
established record-keeping procedures to control and maintain all 
accident and injury records pertaining to accidents and injuries within 
the district or activities under the control of the district.  Such records 
shall be kept for at least three years, or longer if so advised by the 
Department of Labor.

The workplace injury prevention and safety committee will confer with 
the district’s crisis team and shall review the district’s All-Hazard School 
Safety Plan upon its adoption by the crisis team.   

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
 



4020
Ownership of Copyrighted Works

Works created by district employees in the course and scope of their 
employment remain the property of the district.  The board may enter into a 
written agreement with a staff member allowing the staff member to share 
ownership of a copyright in the covered work.  The board will only enter into 
such an agreement if the written work was created apart from, and in addition 
to, what the district requires and if the district will not incur an expense to 
replace the work.

The board hereby expressly grants to other educational entities located within 
Nebraska a non-exclusive license to use the district’s copyrighted works for 
educational purposes within Nebraska when those works have been placed 
onto collaborative learning systems within the State.

Adopted on: June 17, 2024
Revised on: _______________
Reviewed on: ______________
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