
Bethel Board of Education Special Meeting
Thursday, March 24, 2022 7:00 PM
Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT 
06801

1. Call to Order Speaker(s): Policy 
9326

1.A. Roll Call for Quorum

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Board Recognition/A Salute to Excellence

2.A. Gifts, Grants, & Bequests

2.B. Board Member Appreciation Month

3. Consent Calendar Speaker(s): Policy 
9326

3.A. Approval of Minutes

3.A.1. February 15, 2022

4. Correspondence Speaker(s): Policy 
9326

5. Public Comment
(Please note:  The Board welcomes Public Comment and asks that 
speakers please limit their comments to 2 minutes.  Speakers may 
offer objective comments of school operations and programs that 
concern them.  The Board will not permit any expression of 
personal complaints or defamatory comments about Board of 
Education personnel and students, nor against any person connected 
with the Bethel Public School System.)

Speaker(s): Policy 
9326

6. Administrative/Board Member Update Speaker(s): Policy 
9326

6.A. Board Chairperson Update

6.B. Administrative Update

6.B.1. 2021-2022 BOE District Data Sheet

7. Reports to the Board

7.A. Policy Speaker(s): Policy 
9310,9311,9313

7.A.1. Regulation 5111 - Admission/Placement

7.A.2. First Reading

7.A.2.a. Regulation 2120 Organizational Chart Speaker(s): Christine 
Carver

7.A.2.b. Policy 2130 - Job Descriptions Speaker(s): Christine 
Carver

7.A.2.c. Policy & Regulation 2131 Superintendent 
of Schools 

Speaker(s): Christine 
Carver

7.A.2.d. Policy 2141 Recruitment and Retention of 
the Superintendent of Schools

Speaker(s): Christine 
Carver

7.A.2.e. Policy 2142 Evaluation of the Speaker(s): Christine 



Superintendent Carver
7.A.3. Second Reading/Approval

7.A.3.a. Policy 1416 - Fiscal Authorities Speaker(s): Christine 
Carver

7.A.3.b. Policy 1700 - Otherwise Lawful Possession 
of Firearms on School Property

7.A.3.c. Policy 2000 - Concept and Roles in 
Administration

7.A.3.d. Policy 2111 - Equal Employment 
Opportunity

7.A.3.e. Policy 2112 - Professional Learning

7.A.3.f. Policy 2113 - Grievance Procedures - 
Title IX

7.B. Resource Management & Business Operations

7.B.1. Facilities Speaker(s): Policy 
3132

7.B.1.a. ROCKWELL/JOHNSON SCHOOL RENOVATION 
PROJECTS INFORMATION/UPDATE - PROJECT CLOSE-OUT

8. Recommended Executive Session

8.A. CT General Statutes 1-200(6)(b) Matters 
concerning security strategy or the deployment 
of security personnel, or devices affecting 
public security

9. Adjourn





Minutes of the Board of Education Policy Committee Meeting held on Thursday, March 3, 
2022, in Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, Bethel, CT 06801. 
 
Attendance:  None. 
 
Administrative Attendance:  C. Carver, T. Yonsky 
 
S. Clayton, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM. 
 
Board Members Attendance: 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Present    
Kara DiBartolo:    Present    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Present    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Absent    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Present, left 7:04 – 7:06 PM    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Present    
  
1. First Reading 

1.A. Regulation 2120 Organizational Chart  
 
No motion was necessary. This regulation is for informational purposes only. 
  

1.B. Policy 2130 - Job Descriptions  
 

Move policy 2130 to the Board of Education for a first reading. Passed with a motion by Mr. 
Scott Clayton and a second by Mr. Bill Foster. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
1.C. Policy & Regulation 2131 Superintendent of Schools  

  

Move Policy and Regulation 2131 to the Board of Education for a first reading. Passed with a 
motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Kara DiBartolo. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
1.D. Policy 2141 Recruitment and Retention of the Superintendent of Schools 



  

Move Policy 2141 Recruitment and Retention of the Superintendent of Schools to the Board 
of Education for a first reading. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by 
Mr. Daniel Nostin. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
1.E. Policy 2142 Evaluation of the Superintendent  

  

Move Policy 2142 Evaluation of the Superintendent to the Board for a first reading. Passed 
with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Kara DiBartolo. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
2. Second Reading 
  2.A. Policy 1416 - Fiscal Authorities  
  

Move Policy 1416 - Fiscal Authorities to the Board for a second reading/approval. Passed with 
a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mr. Bill Foster. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
2.B. Policy 1700 - Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms on School Property 

  

Move Policy 1700 - Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms on School Property to the Board 
for a second reading/approval. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by 
Mr. Bill Foster. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
2.C. Policy 2000 - Concept and Roles in Administration 

  

Move Policy 2000 - Concept and Roles in Administration to the Board for a second 



reading/approval. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Kara DiBartolo. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
2.D. Policy 2111 - Equal Employment Opportunity 

  

Move Policy 2111 - Equal Employment Opportunity to the Board for a second 
reading/approval. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Kara DiBartolo. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
2.E. Policy 2112 - Professional Learning 

  

Move Policy 2112 - Professional Learning to the Board for a second reading/approval. Passed 
with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Kara DiBartolo. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
2.F. Policy 2113 - Grievance Procedures - Title IX 

  

Move Policy 2013 - Grievance Procedures - Title IX to the full Board and recommend for 
deletion. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mr. Daniel Nostin. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
3. New Business 
 
Dr. Carver and the committee agreed to continue moving through the policies to review/revise 
as needed. 
  
4. Public Comment 



 
None. 
  
5. Adjourn 
  

Move to adjourn at 7:13 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mr. 
Daniel Nostin. 
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Pare 
Board Recorder 



Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, February 15, 
2022, in Bethel Middle School, Library Media Center, 600 Whittlesey Drive, Bethel, CT 06801. 
 
Attendance: 
Kristin Lindstrom 
David DuBord 
Asia Smith 
Jen Hantzarides 
Jenn Lewis 
Jess Masyar 
Michael Schafer 
Rita Hill 
Christ Hill 
Michael Teur 
Alexis Teur 
Lisa Topham 
Nina, Rutkowski 
Beata Vlahos 

Lauren Moreno 
Sky Fusco 
Erin Khuth 
Dara Fernandez 
Jenna Tomasewicz 
John Tomasewicz 
Ken Barchi 
Mark Dwinells 
Pam Fontaine 
Kathleen Jordan 
Ashley Tarzia 
Kristy Ferrante 
Christine D’Isidori 
Erica Marson 

Nichole Marona 
Amy Kotach 
Nicole Durust 
Ester Matteo 
Liz Bowers 
Kevin Maier 
Jean Eadwards 
Henry Bowers 
Molly Tomas 
Melissa Khalatbani 
Timothy Snyder 
Constantina Lora 
Wendy Aponte 

 
Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, B. Watson, D. Burns, M. Rutledge 
 
M. O’Brien, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
Board Members Attendance: 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Present    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Present    
Kara DiBartolo:    Present    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Present    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Present    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Present    
Mr. Daniel Nostin:    Absent    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Present    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Present    
  
1. Call to Order 

1.A. Roll Call for Quorum 
1.B. Pledge of Allegiance 

  
2. Governor's Plan to Eliminate Statewide School Mask Mandate 
 
Dr. Carver presented her recommendation as outlined in her memo to the Board regarding the 
statewide school mask mandate.  Earlier this week, Governor Lamont and the Commissioner of 
the Department of Public Health, in a press conference, lifted the statewide school mask mandate 
as of February 28, 2022.  In that press conference, they indicated that Superintendents and 



Boards of Education had the discretion to adopt mandatory mask mandates based on local 
factors.   State-level indicators for removing the mask mandate included:  

•  Declining cases; 

• Rates of vaccinations; 

• Improved treatments; and 

• Reduction in hospitalizations  
 
Dr. Carver stated that the Commissioner also indicated that positivity rates are not a reliable 
indicator anymore given the availability of home tests.  The data in the Bethel Public Schools also 
supports similar data:  significantly declining data and high vaccination rates, particularly among 
our most vulnerable populations.    

She informed the Board of the newly adopted law by the legislature since the Governor's 
announcement, An Act Concerning the Extension of Certain Executive Orders and Department of 
Public Health Authority and Covid-19 Relief Days, did extend the Executive Orders but maintains 
the February 28th date.  Dr. Carver noted that the legislation does allow for the Governor to 
renew the mask mandate in schools should the data indicate it is necessary.  She also noted that 
the federal requirement for masks on public transportation continues to be in place, requiring 
masks on school buses.   

Dr. Carver reviewed the Bethel Public Schools indicators of declining cases and high vaccination 
rates. The BPS case rate peaked during the holiday break and continues to go down, following 
state-wide trends.  Positive cases have been reported as "flu-like" symptoms to the "mild cold", 
with most cases being reported with mild symptoms.  In addition, many of our students only wear 
their masks at school and it has become increasingly difficult to have our students wear their 
masks appropriately.  Like the state data, the BPS number of cases since the holiday has 
significantly declined.  The Bethel community vaccination rates continue to grow.  The most 
vulnerable populations have the highest rates of vaccinations.   All families have the opportunity 
to be vaccinated, ages 5 and up to reduce the risk of serious illness.   

In consultation with the district attorney (policy and liability implications), district medical 
advisor, and the Department of Health, Dr. Carver is recommending moving to masks being 
optional for staff and students in school.  The Town's Department of Health and Medical Advisor 
continue to recommend masks be worn in indoor settings, following CDC guidance, when 
community transmission is high and/or widespread.  They also recommend that individuals work 
with their medical provider to determine their level of risk given their personal medical 
circumstances.   

Dr. Carver stated, as per legal analysis, given the Governor and the Department of Health have 
determined that it is appropriate to lift the mask mandate, the Board's Attorney reported that 
there would not be any increased liability on the Board.  When looking at the current district 
policy, 5141.8, Face Coverings, it is linked to the "guidelines" issued by the State Department of 
Education.  With the repeal of the mandate, the guidelines do not exist.  The Board has two 
options (1) to suspend the face coverings policy or (2) leave the policy, in absence of the 



guidelines, the policy would not be enforced and could be reinstituted if the Governor 
reinstituted the mask mandate.   

We will still implement the following strategies: 

•  Require students and staff to stay home if they are sick. 

• Continue to provide home tests (with available supplies) to families and staff to rule out 
COVID if presenting with symptoms OR as a result of exposure. 

• Provide staff with N-95 masks (with available supplies from the State) for those who want 
to continue to wear a mask. 

• Continue to maintain our HVAC systems in compliance with COVID standards. 

• Encourage frequent hand washing.   

• Work with families who have individualized circumstances and/or are at high risk.  

• Continue to support a school environment of inclusivity which allows students and staff 
to use a mask and other COVID mitigation strategies that support their health and well-
being if desired.    

 
Dr. Carver informed the Board the administration does not have any guidance on any changes to 
protocols as a result of lifting the mask restrictions.  If/when they receive that information, they 
will communicate it to families.  They also do not know what requirements will be in place for 
sports and/or other activities.   BPS students will have to comply to compete.   
 

I MOVE that, consistent with the provisions of Bethel Board of Education policy 9314 and 
effective on February 28, 2022, Bethel Board of Education Policies 4118.237/4218.237 and 
5141.8 shall be suspended until the Board takes further action on any of said enumerated 
policies or for the balance of the 2021-22 school year, whichever occurs first, for the purpose 
of making mask wearing within the schools or at school sponsored activities optional in 
response to the statewide elimination of mask mandates. Masks shall not be required to be 
worn by individuals present on school grounds or Board sponsored activities unless otherwise 
required by law, regulation, or by other legislative or executive order, and further subject to 
requirements imposed by third parties relating to Bethel school activities occurring off school 
grounds. Masks shall still be required to be worn on school transportation consistent with 
federal regulations. Furthermore, the Board hereby authorizes the Superintendent of Schools 
to act on its behalf to reinstate Bethel Board of Education Policies 4118.237/4218.237 and 
5141.8 in whole or in part in the event of a change in circumstances warranting such 
consideration and/or upon recommendation from the Board's medical/health advisors, 
subject to final Board action. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs. 
Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    



Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

 
3. Public Comment 
 

• Melanie Thomas, 17 Deer Run, thanked the Board for their action. 

• Liz Bower, 8 Woodlawn Drive, spoke to support removing the masks prior to Feb.28th. 

• Joan Edwards, 36 Highland Avenue, spoke in favor of science-driven decisions and 
keeping mask requirement. 

• Jen Lawlor, 22 Beth Page Drive, spoke in favor of communication to elementary level 
students to relay some students may choose to still wear a mask. 

• Jenna Tomasewicz, 24 Chimney Drive, spoke about feeling that other schools should 
take the same action. 

• Brian Sharp, 25 Turkey Plain Road, spoke about science data being a moving scale and 
adjusting as needed. 

• John Tomasewicz, 24 Chimney Drive, spoke in favor of choice for masks. 

• Mark Dwinells, 53 Quaker Ridge Road, spoke in favor of choice for masks. 

• Armin Khalatbari, 21 Taylor Road, spoke about the need for strategies to be in place 
regarding bullying for either wearing or not wearing a mask. 

• Jen Lewis, 12 Starr Lane, spoke in favor of parent choice and respecting everyone's 
choice moving forward. 

 
4. Board Recognition/A Salute to Excellence 
  
Congratulations to Allison Amaya for her essay being chosen as a winning essay in Senator 
Murphy’s annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day essay contest! They received over 2200 entries from 
over 170 schools across the state this year. Allison should be very proud of her hard work! 

  
4.A. Gifts, Grants, & Bequests 

Gifts, Grants, & Bequests 
 
Bethel High School  

• $1,000 for a BHS Art Scholarship, Anne Brecher, Danbury, CT. 

Berry School  

• $1,000 for activities and events by PTO, Ingersoll Auto of Danbury, CT. 

5. Consent Calendar 
5.A. Approval of Minutes 

5.A.1. December 16, 2021 - Annual Meeting 



  

Move to approve the minutes of December 16, 2021 - Annual Meeting. Passed with a motion 
by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Abstain   
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
5.A.2. January 20, 2022 - Superintendent's 2022-2023 Budget Presentation 

  

Move to approve the minutes of January 20, 2022 - Superintendent's 2022-2023 Budget 
Presentation. Passed with a motion by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen. 
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Abstain   
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    

  
5.A.3. January 25, 2022 - Budget Workshop -Schools/Athletics 

  

Move to approve the minutes of January 25, 2022 - Budget Workshop -Schools/Athletics. 
Passed with a motion by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Abstain   
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Abstain   
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
5.A.4. January 27, 2022 - Budget Workshop - IT, Curriculum, SPED 

  

Move to approve the minutes of January 27, 2022 - Budget Workshop - IT, Curriculum, SPED. 
Passed with a motion by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mr. Bill Foster. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Abstain   



Kara DiBartolo:    Abstain   
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
5.A.5. February 1, 2022 - Budget Workshop - Facilities 

  

Move to approve the minutes of February 1, 2022 - Budget Workshop - Facilities. Passed with 
a motion by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mr. Bill Foster. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
5.A.6. February 3, 2022 - Budget Workshop/Approval 

  

Move to approve the minutes of February 3, 2022 - Budget Workshop/Approval. Passed with 
a motion by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mr. Scott Clayton. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Abstain   
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
6. Correspondence 

• Letter from EdAdvance regarding District Data Report 2020-2021 

• Press Release - Board of Education Essential Worker Coalition 

• Press Release - Governor Lamont Announces Plan To Eliminate Statewide School Mask 
Requirement, Allow These Decisions To Be Determined at the Local Level 

• Email from Jen Lawlor regarding pandemic mandates w/Dr. Carver's response. 

• Email from Erin Barchi regarding mask mandate. 

• Email from Jane Gangi regarding budget and common core. 



• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Bethels Plans - C. Lora 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Fw_ Let_s bring smiles back! - J. Hantzarides 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Do what’s right!!! - J. Hantzarides -2 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Let kids be kids - E. Khuth 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Mask Mandates - K. Lindstrom 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Masks - K. McCrink 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - School Mask Mandate - J. Tomasiewicz 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - School masking - A. Smith 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Fwd_ BOE meeting - N. Rutkowski 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Mask Mandate Comments - A.  Mikolajczyk 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Lift all mandates - N. Comcast 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Input on School Masking requirements - C. McGuire 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - please continue requiring masks in schools - S. Springer 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Re_ unmasking - J & B. Ferguson 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Unmask our kids - M. Spiller 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Unmasking our children meeting 2_15 - K & S. Salvatore 
Arrigo 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Spring break - Student Calendar Input - 1 

• Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Spring break Student Calendar Input - 2 

• Correspondence - Supports Masks in Schools - H. ONeill 

• Correspondence - Supports Personal Choice re-Masks in Schools - K. DeRubertis 

  
7. Administrative/Board Member Update 

7.A. Board Chairperson Update 
 
Ms. O'Brien stated the Board had presented its budget to the Board of Selectmen and Board of 
Finance.  In the next step, the Board of Selectmen will present to the Board of Finance.  The Board 
of Finance will deliberate on Feb. 22nd and Feb. 24th at 7 PM.  Ms. O'Brien is visiting the schools 
and noted she begin writing a weekly letter to the community.  Ms. O'Brien informed the Board 
there are two contract negations coming up and she is looking for Board members to participate. 

7.B. Administrative Update 
 
Dr. Carver informed the Board of the following: 
 
District Communication Survey 
After the last Community Outreach Committee meeting, we had a lengthy discussion on the best 
communication strategies, I polled parents on district & school communication.  The results were 
interesting.  The comments were very helpful.  We had 433 responses and they were across all 
schools. Here were some themes:  

• Parents prefer and more frequently read email/text messages.  



• Parents would like emails more to the point or a summary of key ideas at the top of the 
communications.  

• With both school and district newsletters, information is redundant.  Most 
respondents indicated that they are more likely to read the principal or superintendent's 
letters.  

• There were mixed comments about social media.  Some people believe that they are 
missing communications because they are not on social media.  That is not accurate.  The 
only information that is typically put on social media that is not on other sources is 
pictures, student celebrations, etc.   

• There is a concern about the number of different platforms that parents need to follow 
for classroom/teacher information.  It is overwhelming.   

We will use the feedback in making adjustments to our communications.   
 
First View Bus Tracking App  

First Student Bus Company has launched a bus tracking app for parents. This app, First 
View works with a GPS system so parents can track the bus’s location. We are opening up the 
app districtwide after a smaller pilot.  Initially, we will use the app on all of our full-size buses. 
The smaller vans have not been set up at this point.   

  
7.B.1. 2021-2022 BOE District Data Sheet 
 
Dr. Carver provided the Board the monthly 2021-2022 BOE District Data Sheet. 
  
8. Action Items 

8.A. 2022-2023 School Calendar - Approval 
  

Move to approve the 2022-2023 School Calendar. Passed with a motion by Ms. Melanie 
O'Brien and a second by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
8.B. 2023-2024 School Calendar - Acceptance 

  

Move to accept the 2023-2024 School Calendar. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Courtney 
Martin and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mIBI_I1gI5BLhVrfYLO4ymLAWfJrt88N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mIBI_I1gI5BLhVrfYLO4ymLAWfJrt88N/view?usp=sharing


Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9. Reports to the Board 

9.A. Curriculum, Assessment, & Professional Practices 
  

9.A.1. Music Curricula  
  

Motion to approve the Ensembles curricula and Adaptive music curricula. Passed with a 
motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9.A.2. Gifted Identification Process 

 
This item was posted on the meeting agenda.  However, this item remains in committee.  No 
information for or Board action was needed. 
  
9.B. Policy 

9.B.1. First Reading 
9.B.1.a. Policy 1416 - Fiscal Authorities  

9.B.1.b. Policy 1700 - Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms on School Property 

9.B.1.c. Policy 2000 - Concept and Roles in Administration 

9.B.1.d. Policy 2011 - Equal Employment Opportunity 

9.B.1.e. Policy 2112 - Professional Learning 

9.B.1.f. Policy 2013 - Grievance Procedures - Title IX 

 

Move to accept for first reading:  
Policy 1416 - Fiscal Authorities  
Policy 1700 - Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms on School Property  



Policy 2000 - Concept and Roles in Administration  
Policy 2011 - Equal Employment Opportunity  
Policy 2112 - Professional Learning  
Policy 2013 - Grievance Procedures - Title IX  
Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9.B.2. Second Reading/Approval 

9.B.2.a. Policy/Regulation 2232 - Electronic Records and Information 
  

Move to approve Policy/Regulation 2232 - Electronic Records and Information. Passed with a 
motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Ms. Melanie O'Brien. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9.B.2.b. Policy 5141.231 - Chemical Health Policy for Student-Athletes 

  

Move to approve Policy 5141.231 - Chemical Health Policy for Student-Athletes. Passed with a 
motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9.C. Resource Management & Business Operations 



9.C.1. Personnel 

9.C.1.a. Job Description - 1.08 - Director of Fiscal Services 
 

Move to approve job description - 1.08 - Director of Finance and Business Operations as 
revised. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Mrs. Courtney 
Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9.C.2. Finance 

 
9.C.2.a. Review of Bids for Transportation Services  

  

Move to approve that the bid for transportation services be awarded to First Student as 
follows: 1) That the Director of Fiscal Services works with legal counsel to finalize and sign a 
five-year agreement, and 2) That the base bid is chosen to move forward with. Passed with a 
motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9.C.2.b. Budget Transfers 

  

Move to approve budget transfers as presented. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton 
and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    



Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

  
9.C.2.c. Update on Current Year Budget 

 
Dr. Carver informed the Board the SPED line is very tight and the transportation is over.   
  

9.C.3. Facilities 
9.C.3.a. ROCKWELL/JOHNSON SCHOOL RENOVATION PROJECTS 

INFORMATION/UPDATE 
 
Dr. Carver informed the Board the project has not yet been closed out.  Also, the landscaping 
work will be done in the spring. 

10. Adjourn 
  

Move to adjourn at 8:34 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs. 
Courtney Martin. 
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Yea    
Mr. Scott Clayton:    Yea    
Kara DiBartolo:    Yea    
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea    
Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea    
Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea    
Ms. Melanie O'Brien:    Yea    
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:    Yea    

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Pare 
Board Recorder 
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2/23/22, 2:05 PM Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - I need some copies of documents from 2-15-22 BOE meeting

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0xwtpudgz4Efv8XAaYPxj9pyV1Epx2LbsPdDeCXbdN5ggQu/u/0/?ik=c80949ae63&view=pt&search=all&permms… 1/2

Board of Education, Bethel <boe@bethel.k12.ct.us>

I need some copies of documents from 2-15-22 BOE meeting


picturesbypaula@aol.com <picturesbypaula@aol.com> Tue, Feb 22, 2022 at 3:51 PM
Reply-To: picturesbypaula@aol.com
To: "boe@bethel.k12.ct.us" <boe@bethel.k12.ct.us>

2-22-22

To Chairwoman Melanie O'Brien, Dr. Christine Carver, and the Bethel Board of Education members,

Would you please send me copies of all the items listed under "6. Correspondence" in the BOE meeting minutes from
2-15-22?

They are not attached to the meeting minutes. 

Please email copies asap to me at picturesbypaula@aol.com, thanks. 

Here are the documents I am requesting copies of, as listed in the 2-15-22 BOE meeting minutes:

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence
Letter from EdAdvance regarding District Data Report 2020- 2021 

Press Release- Board of Education Essential Worker Coalition 

Press Release- Governor Lamont Announces Plan To Eliminate Statewide School Mask
Requirement, Allow
These Decisions To Be Determined at the Local Level 

Email from Jen Lawlor regarding pandemic mandates w/ Dr. Carver' s response. 

Email from Erin Barchi regarding mask mandate. 

Email from Jane Gangi regarding budget and common core. 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Bethels Plans- C. Lora 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Fw— Let s bring smiles back!- 1. Hantzarides 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Do what' s right!!!- J. Hantzarides- 2 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Let kids be kids- E. Khuth 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Mask Mandates- K. Lindstrom 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Masks- K. McCrink 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- School Mask Mandate- J. Tomasiewicz 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- School masking- A. Smith 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Fwd_ BOE meeting- N. Rutkowski 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Mask Mandate Comments- A. Mikolajczyk 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Lift all mandates- N. Comcast 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Input on School Masking requirements- C. McGuire 

mailto:picturesbypaula@aol.com


2/23/22, 2:05 PM Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - I need some copies of documents from 2-15-22 BOE meeting

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0xwtpudgz4Efv8XAaYPxj9pyV1Epx2LbsPdDeCXbdN5ggQu/u/0/?ik=c80949ae63&view=pt&search=all&permms… 2/2

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- please continue requiring masks in schools- S. Springer 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Re_ unmasking- J& B. Ferguson 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Unmask our kids- M. Spiller 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Unmasking our children meeting 2_ 15- K& S. Salvatore
Arrigo 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Spring break- Student Calendar Input- 1 

Bethel CT Public Schools Mail- Spring break Student Calendar Input- 2 

Correspondence- Supports Masks in Schools- H. ONeill 

Correspondence- Supports Personal Choice re- Masks in Schools- K. DeRubertis

If the documents are not in your possession can you tell me where they are located and send me a contact name and
email for who has them? The town clerk Lisa Bergh said she does not have them.

Looking forward to receiving the documents, thanks.

Paula Antolini
BETHEL ADVOCATE News Media
betheladvocate.com

http://betheladvocate.com/
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Mission BethelBethel
PublicPublic
SchoolsSchools  

INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR THE POSITION OF 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
& BUSINESS OPERATIONS

Selection Criteria

Dr. Christine Carver

We are seeking to hire an experienced,
detail-oriented leader who will work
closely with the Superintendent and
administrative team to responsibly

steward the finances of the Bethel Public
Schools to best support the district needs

as aligned with the Strategic Plan. 



Position to start on 
July 1, 2022.




A Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management or
Accounting or a degree in School Administration.
Must hold State of CT Business Manager’s
Certification 085 or Administrator’s Certification
092.
Knowledge of and experience of finances and
business operations, school business preferred,
including Federal and State reporting systems,
writing and management of grants,
development of bid specifications, and
budgeting.
Such alternatives to the above qualifications as
the Board of Education may find appropriate
and acceptable.

Superintendent of Schools

Contact Us

www.bethel.k12.ct.us

203-794-8601
1 School Street, Bethel, CT 06801

carverc@bethel.k12.ct.us

Bethel Public Schools

Scan the QR Code below or apply at:
https://www.applitrack.com/bethel/onlineapp/default.aspx

Application Deadline: March 21, 2022



First Round Interviews: Week of March 38, 2022



Second Round Interviews: Week of April 4, 2022



Final Interview and Appointment: TBD 



Start Date:  July 1, 2022



The mission of the Bethel Public Schools is to
foster a culture of excellence and achievement
accomplished through strong, collaborative
relationships and rigorous teaching and learning
opportunities for all learners. Our graduates will
be compassionate, skilled, and inquisitive
individuals, who take initiative in making positive
contributions to society.




Nondiscrimination Statement 
Bethel Board of Education is an Equal Opportunity Employer

The Board of Education will not make employment decisions (including
decisions related to hiring, assignment, compensation, promotion, demotion,
disciplinary action, and termination) on the basis of race, color, religion, age,

sex, marital status, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, disability
(including pregnancy), genetic information, veteran status or gender identity or

expression, except in the case of a bona fide occupational qualification.

http://www.bethel.k12.ct.us/
https://www.applitrack.com/bethel/onlineapp/default.aspx


WWW.BETHEL.K12.CT.US

Job Goal

Bethel is located in the Housatonic Valley of
northern Fairfield County, located sixty miles
northeast of New York City and fifty miles
southwest of Hartford. Its neighboring towns are
Redding, Danbury, Brookfield, and Newtown.
Bethel is a town of more than 20,000 people
spread over 17 square miles. The educational
campus is located only a mile from downtown
Bethel, which is popular for its quaint shops and
restaurants. Bethel has a truly unique
professional campus setting in that all five of
our schools are located on a beautiful 140-acre
park that is the focal point for many town
activities. Athletic fields, tennis and bocce
courts, playgrounds, a track and field house,
and walking trails attract the community to the
park. Two of the schools, RMT Johnson
Elementary School (Grades 3-5) and Anna H.
Rockwell Elementary School (Grades K-2) have
just completed extensive renovations. The five
schools house approximately 3,175 students
with a growing population. The 2021-2022
annual school budget is $49,050,088.

"Our Primary
Purpose is to Improve

Student
Achievement."

To administer the Business Office and
school operations of the district in such a
way as to support district needs aligned
to our Strategic Plan with the available
resources.  

Salary is commensurate with experience and
qualifications. Competitive benefits package
including a defined contribution retirement plan;
health benefits through the Connecticut
Partnership 2.0 plan; employer-paid life and long-
term disability insurance; paid leave (includes
holiday, sick, emergency, personal, and vacation
leave).

Salary & Benefits

About Bethel Public Schools
Develops and manages annual Bethel Public
Schools budget 
Oversees contracted services such as food
service and transportation 
Negotiates all non-certified union contracts
and assists in negotiations of all certified union
contracts 
Supports the Bethel Public Schools
Administrative team in all business matters

Principle Responsibilities:




http://www.bethel.k12.ct.us/


2021 Cohort Graduation Rates By School 

 

 

Source: Public School Information System 

PLEASE NOTE ZEROS ARE TRUE ZEROS 

For Report Notes AND Analysis Notes please visit this Link: https://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do 
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Organization 

Code 

School 

Name Category 

Cohort 

Count 

4-Year 

Graduation 

Rate (%) 

Still 

Enrolled 

(%) 

Other 

(%) 

0096111 Bethel High School All Students 231 96.5 2.6 0.9 

  Hispanic 34 100.0 0.0 0.0 

  Non-Hispanic 197 95.9 3.0 1.0 

  Indian or Alaska Native 1 0 0.0 100.0 

  Asian 23 100.0 0.0 0.0 

  Black 8 87.5 0.0 12.5 

  White 160 96.3 3.8 0.0 

  Two or More Races 5 100.0 0.0 0.0 

  Male 127 95.3 3.9 0.8 

  Female 104 98.1 1.0 1.0 

  ELL 10 80.0 10.0 10.0 

  Non-ELL 221 97.3 2.3 0.5 

  Eligible For Lunch 82 96.3 2.4 1.2 

  Eligible For Free Lunch 60 98.3 0.0 1.7 

  Eligible For Reduced Lunch 22 90.9 9.1 0.0 

  Not Eligible For Lunch 149 96.6 2.7 0.7 

  Special Education 36 88.9 11.1 0.0 

  Non-Special Education 195 97.9 1.0 1.0 

  High Needs 105 92.4 5.7 1.9 

  Non-High Needs 126 100.0 0.0 0.0 
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Bethel Public Schools

SCHOOL TIME SCHEDULE

2022 - 2023

SCHOOL Regular Day

Early Dismissal
(A)

Scheduled on
District Calendar
(Holiday Breaks,

Conferences/Prof. Learning)

Emergency
Early Dismissal

(B)
Due to Inclement

Weather/Emergency

2 Hour
Delay

3 Hour
Delay

Start Close Start Close Start Close Start Close Start Close

High 7:30 2:10 7:30 11:40 7:30 10:40 9:30 2:10 10:30 2:10

Middle 8:15 2:55 8:15 12:25 8:15 11:25 10:15 2:55 11:15 2:55

Berry/Rockwell &
Johnson 8:55 3:30 8:55 1:00 8:55 12:00 10:55 3:30 11:55 3:30

Circle of Friends  AM
(3 yr olds – M, T, R, F)
(4 yr olds – M through F)

8:15 10:55 8:15 9:45 8:15 11:25 10:15 12:00 CANCELED

Circle of Friends  PM
(3 yr olds – M, T, R, F)
(4 yr olds – M through F)

12:15 2:55 10:55* 12:25 CANCELED 1:10 2:55 12:15 2:55

Circle of Friend Full Day
(4 yr olds – M through F)

8:15 2:55 8:15 12:25 8:15 11:25 10:15 2:55 11:15 2:55

*An unscheduled Early Dismissal results in the cancellation of PM Circle of Friends



 
TOWN OF BETHEL BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

COMMERCIAL CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
1 SCHOOL STREET, BETHEL, CT 06801 
Telephone: (203) 794-8517 Fax: (203) 778-7518 

 

[A] 111.4 Revocation. The building official is authorized to, in writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of occupancy or completion 
(“approval”) issued under the provisions of this code wherever the certificate is issued in error, or on the basis of incorrect information 
supplied, or where it is determined that the building or structure or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any  
of the provisions of this code.  
In addition, it is specifically understood that this certificate becomes null and void when secured through fraud or by reason of latent 
violations not ascertainable at the time of inspection, or when changes are made following inspections, without inspector’s approval. 

 

OWNER: TOWN OF BETHEL                         
Address:1 SCHOOL STREET                                                                  

BETHEL                                  ,CT       6801 
Phone:    
Email: bechtoldj@bethel-ct.gov 

 

BY   Christopher Baldwin 
     Christopher Baldwin 

          TOWN OF BETHEL  
    BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
 

  ☒ REQUIRED:  ☒ 

  
 

BUILDING           
USE: 

E 

 
CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 19-481 

 
DATE: 03/09/2021 

 
JOB  
LOCATION
 

300 WHITTLESEY 
DRIVE 

 

  PERMIT NUMBER: 19-481 
 

Parcel ID 
map/blk/lot: 

39 63 80 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

STIPULATIONS/CONDITIONS:   
 

Description:  
RALPH T. JOHNSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: Renovations & additions to existing Johnson Elementary School.   Includes 
all subs and work associated with plans provided by Perkins and Eastman.           

This is to certify that the work described below has been inspected for substantial compliance with the 
requirements of the current building code. 

 

  
 
 

EDITION OF CODE: 2018 State 
Building Code 
 
OCCUPANT LOAD:  

  
CONSTRUCTION TYPE: IIB 
 

COMPANY: Rizzo Corporation 
CONTRACTOR: Rizzo Corporation    
Address: 64 Triangle Street Danbury, CT  
Phone: (203)731-3132   
Email:   License #: MCO 900178 
 
APPLICANT: Rizzo Corporation 
Phone: (203)731-3132 
 
 
 
 

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM INSTALLED? 
 



 
TOWN OF BETHEL BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

COMMERCIAL CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
1 SCHOOL STREET, BETHEL, CT 06801 
Telephone: (203) 794-8517 Fax: (203) 778-7518 

 

[A] 111.4 Revocation. The building official is authorized to, in writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of occupancy or completion 
(“approval”) issued under the provisions of this code wherever the certificate is issued in error, or on the basis of incorrect information 
supplied, or where it is determined that the building or structure or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any  
of the provisions of this code.  
In addition, it is specifically understood that this certificate becomes null and void when secured through fraud or by reason of latent 
violations not ascertainable at the time of inspection, or when changes are made following inspections, without inspector’s approval. 

 

OWNER: TOWN OF BETHEL                          
Address:1 SCHO0L STREET BETHEL,CT06801 
Phone:    
Email:  

 

BY   Christopher Baldwin 
     Christopher Baldwin 

          TOWN OF BETHEL  
    BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
 

  ☒ REQUIRED:  ☒ 

  
 

BUILDING           
USE: 

E 

 
CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 19-552 

 
DATE: 03/09/2022 

 
JOB  
LOCATION
 

300 WHITTLESEY 
DRIVE 

 

  PERMIT NUMBER: 19-552 
 

Parcel ID 
map/blk/lot: 

39 63 80 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STIPULATIONS/CONDITIONS:   
 

Description:  
ANNA H ROCKWELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:   Renovations and additions to existing Rockwell Elementary School.  
Includes all subs and work per plans issued by Perkins Eastman. 

This is to certify that the work described below has been inspected for substantial compliance with the 
requirements of the current building code. 

 

  
 
 

EDITION OF CODE: 2018 State 
Building Code 
 
OCCUPANT LOAD:  

  
CONSTRUCTION TYPE: IIB 
 

COMPANY: Rizzo Corporation 
CONTRACTOR: Rizzo Corporation    
Address: 64 Triangle Street Danbury, CT  
Phone: (203)731-3132   
Email:   License #: MCO 900178 
 
APPLICANT: Rizzo Corporation 
Phone: (203)731-3132 
 
 
 
 

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM INSTALLED? 
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