
Tuesday, October 3, 2023                         7:00 PM Municipal Building Council Chambers

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the City Council of the City of Seward, Nebraska will be held at 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, October 3, 2023, in the Council Chambers, 142 N 7th Street, Seward, Nebraska in which the 
meeting will be open to the public. The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to adjourn into Closed Session as 
per Section 84-1410 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes. An Agenda for such meeting, kept continually current, is 
available at the Office of the City Clerk, 537 Main Street, Seward, Nebraska, during normal business hours. 
Individuals requiring physical or sensory accommodations, who desire to attend or participate, please contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at 402.643.2928 no later than 3:30 PM on the Friday preceding the Council Meeting.

City financial claims and related invoices will be available for Council member review, audit and voluntary signatures 
at the meeting location beginning 30 minutes prior to the scheduled meeting time.

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
DISCLOSURE OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT & OTHER NOTIFICATIONS
This is an Open Meeting of the Seward Nebraska Governing Body. The City of Seward 
abides by the Nebraska Open Meetings Act in conducting business. A copy of the 
Nebraska Open Meetings Act is displayed on the north wall of this meeting room facility 
as required. Disclosure of meeting recording processes is posted in the Meeting Room. A 
participant sign-in sheet is available for use by any Citizen addressing the Council. 
Presenters shall approach the podium, state their name & address for the Clerk’s record 
and are asked to limit remarks to five minutes. All remarks shall be directed to the Mayor 
who shall determine by whom any appropriate response shall be made. The City of Seward 
reserves the right to adjust the order of items on this Agenda if necessary and may elect to 
take action on any of the items listed.
ROLL CALL
CONSENT AGENDA
1. Claims & Payables Reports
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CLAIMS LIST
10-3-23

COUNCIL MEETING

Abbreviations: BE, Benefits; BU, Building Upkeep; CI, Capital Improvements; DO, Donations; EQ, 
Equipment; EX, Expense; FA, Fixed Asset; GS, Gas; GU, Ground Upkeep; IT, Technology; IV, Inventory; 
MA, Maintenance; MC, Miscellaneous; MH, Merchandise; MI, Mileage; ML, Meals; MS, Memberships; 
OI, Oil;  OP, Operations; PO, Postage; PU, Publications; RE, Repairs; RI, Reimbursement; SA, Salaries, SE, 
Services; SL, Sales; ST, Sales Tax; SU, Supplies; TG, Training; TO, Tools; TR, Transfer; UN, Uniforms; UT, 
Utilities. 

Altec Industries Inc RE 1,227.42
ADE SU 260.00
All Copy Products Inc MA 27.26
Allegiant Utility Service FA 1,136.45
Amazon Business SU 1,183.54
Applied Concepts Inc RE 471.70
Aqua-Chem Inc MA 828.20
Baker & Taylor SU 1,233.28
Bizco Technologies IT 12,562.23
Blue Cross Blue Shield NE BE 62,945.63
Blue River Electric LLC BU 3,515.00
Campbell Cleaning SE 1,405.00
Capital Business-Dallas MA 577.83
Capitol City Electric SU 637.50
Carpets Direct BU 7,296.93
Cash-Wa Distributing Co SU 163.88
Chase Card Service 18,877.21
     Adobe Acrobat MS 257.87
     Amazon SU 1,187.38
     Boulder Blimp SU 4,683.92
     Buresh Meats SU 765.00
     Constant Contact SE 23.00
     Customsigns.com SU 323.96
     Dragon Palace ML 244.30
     eBay SU 1,461.91
     Emergency Solutions MS 160.80
     Foreup SE 499.80
     Godfathers Seward ML 80.59
     Grainger SU 32.00
     King Kutter Inc SU 93.28
     La Quinta Kearney TG 171.88
     LTS Logo UN 507.26
     Microsoft MS 346.75
     Office Solutions SU 640.88
     Police Officers Assn NE OP 144.00
     Runza Seward ML 173.83
     Sam's Club SU 770.32
     Soccer Master SU 4,690.00
     SpareTime ML 144.64



     Toolbarn TO 256.93
     Tracfone OP 34.43
     ULINE SU 199.55
     USPS PO 59.20
     Valentinos Seward ML 120.76
     Walmart SU 577.97
     WTT Consultants TG 225.00
City Seward Electric Fund UT 52,504.11
City Seward Library Petty PO 241.86
City Seward Payroll Accou SA 191,554.39
Commercial Turf Services GU 1,375.00
Eakes Office Solutions SU 131.43
Faller Landscape SU 1,350.00
Fiala Dave MC 2,400.00
Firstar Fiber Inc SE 336.96
Galls LLC UN 207.27
Gehring Construction CI 370,468.96
General Excavating CI 402,189.31
Grainger Inc OP 755.00
H&S Plumb Heat & Air Inc RE 995.27
Hartman Justin SE 80.00
Hartmann Kathy RI 109.88
Hawkins Inc MA 1,538.65
Hobson Automotive & Tire RE 1,169.69
Hochstein Jared MC 125.63
Hoffschneider Law PC LLO SE 5,000.00
Home Depot Pro SU 29.61
Hoopla/Midwest Tape MS 3,300.00
Husker Electric Supply Co SU 1,745.57
Interstate All Battery Ce OP 94.59
JEO Consulting Group SE 4,457.50
Jones Automotive RE 1,508.03
Jones Bank MC 699.65
Last Mile Network Consult IT 75.30
Lee's Refrigeration BU 353.19
Leick Tanner MC 1,200.00
Lincoln Tree Service Inc SE 14,240.00
Lincoln Winwater Works RE 266.27
Memorial Health Care Syst SE 194.70
Memorial Health-Drug SE 158.00
Menards North SU 224.88
Meyer Automotive RE 539.12
Mid-American Benefits Inc BE 1,583.55
Mid-Iowa Solid Waste Equi RE 694.57
Midwest Automotive Inc SE 65.00
Midwest Turf & Irrigation RE 143.86
Nebrascut Lawn Care GU 283.07
Nebraska D A S Acct Ocio MA 245.00
Nebraska Dept Env/Energy MS 150.00
Nebraska Golf & Turf SU 832.80



Nebraska Health Lab MA 122.00
Nebraska Pub Pow-Desmoine UT 710,492.20
Nebraska Secretary/State MS 30.00
Nebraska Star Beef Co Llc MH 48.60
Nextlink SE 200.00
Norris Public Power Distr UT 1,269.73
Northern Safety Co Inc SU 76.68
Odeys Inc GU 1,652.50
Olsson SE 12,735.19
O'Reilly Automotive Inc OI 217.56
Orscheln Farm & Home SU 334.39
Overdrive Inc MS 500.00
Pedersen Brent ML 15.00
Phillips Jarod MI 247.26
Premier Map Company PU 360.00
Primary Arms EQ 570.00
Principal Financial Group BE 2,478.20
Quality Brands Of Lincoln SU 338.83
Quill Corp SU 38.76
Resco IV 27,954.62
Rumery Lawn & Landscape GU 86.00
Sargent Drilling Inc OP 2,892.45
Seward Co Chamber/Develop MC 3,310.00
Seward Municipal Band Acc SE 6,000.00
Seward Veterans Foreign W MC 900.00
Short Elliott Hendrickson CI 22,408.28
Siteone Landscape Supply GU 477.09
Soukup Rich SE 80.00
Sousek Jeremy MC 1,200.00
Sparetime Lounge & Grill ML 260.00
Sports Express SU 1,503.40
St P J Supply Inc SU 93.00
Time Warner/Spectrum SE 735.11
U S Cellular SE 212.65
Vancura Brad SE 80.00
Verizon Wireless SE 431.69
Visa - Pinnacle Bank 5,451.33
     ADA Central Signs SU 226.63
     Airtame SU 475.00
     American Library Assn MS 362.00
     DEMCO SU 125.97
     Dollar General SU 11.09
     Herman Miller EQ 650.54
     Menards SU 54.95
     NextLink SE 115.00
     Pac N Save SU 126.00
     Sam's Club SU 768.84
     Taste of the South MS 21.00
     Techsoup MS 6.00
     Walmart SU 2,492.32



     Zoom MS 15.99
Voehl Cindy MI 13.10
Wesco Distribution Inc IV 4,879.43
Zimco Supply Co MA 2,386.75

CLAIMS TOTAL $1,993,048.53



2. Draft Minutes of September 19, 2023 City Council Meeting; September 26, 2023 
Budget Hearing; September 26, 2023 Special Meeting; and September 29, 2023 
Special Meeting
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The Seward City Council met at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 19, 2023, with Mayor Joshua Eickmeier 
presiding and City Clerk Derek Bargmann recording the proceedings. Upon roll call, the following Councilmembers 
were present: Megan Kahler, Jessica Kolterman, Karl Miller, John Singleton, Matt Stryson, Tatum Tonniges, Rich 
Wergin. Councilmembers Absent: Jonathon Wilken. Other officials present: City Administrator Greg Butcher, City 
Attorney Kelly Hoffschneider, Building/Zoning & Code Enf. Director Tim Dworak, City Engineer Mike Oneby, Finance 
Director Cydnee Golden, Executive Director of Wellness Center Joel Brase, and Police Chief Brian Peters.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof, and Mayor Eickmeier announced that a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act and tonight’s agenda is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to members of the public. 
Mayor Eickmeier led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

CONSENT AGENDA CONSIDERATION ITEMS
The following Consent Agenda items were approved in one single motion made by Councilmember Singleton, 

seconded by Councilmember Wergin. 
1. City Codes Director Report
2. City Treasurer Report
3. Claims & Payables Report (totaling $972,771.89)
4. Police Department Report
5. Draft Minutes of September 5, 2023, Council Meeting
6. Mayor’s Appointments to Boards and Commissions:

a. Appoint Jaden Volzke to the Seward Volunteer Fire Department Roster

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM

1. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST TO WAIVE SECTION 13 ‘TRANSFER’ TO THE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH ALLO 
SEWARD, LLC (ORDINANCE 2021-32)

City Administrator Butcher indicated that ALLO Seward, LLC was transferring their franchise to another 
corporate entity owned by ALLO; therefore, they requested a waiver to section 13 of the agreement. Andrew Vinton, 
representing ALLO Seward, LLC, noted the corporation was making this change to separate the Seward entity and will 
not have an impact to local services provided.

Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Singleton, to waive Section 13 to the 
franchise agreement with ALLO Seward, LLC, as requested.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. TAX INCREMENT FINANCING (TIF) APPLICATION BY THE SEWARD COUNTY CHAMBER & DEVELOPMENT 
PARTNERSHIP (SCCDP)

A. PRESENTATION AND REVIEW OF TIF APPLICATION
B. PRESENTATION AND REVIEW OF REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AMENDMENT AND COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS
C. PRESENTATION AND REVIEW OF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT

Andew Willis, TIF Attorney, presented the application, redevelopment plan, and redevelopment agreement 
as submitted by the applicant. The proposed project will provide a daycare space to the community, with proposed 
TIF uses for improving access to the building, parking/traffic alterations, demolition, and remodel of space. Mr. Willis 
noted that the application was approved by the Planning Commission and Community Redevelopment Authority 
(CRA) as presented. Mayor Eickmeier opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m.

Jonathon Jank, representing SCCDP, provided further details on the project and how it will meet a 
need in the community for childcare options. Mayor Eickmeier closed the public hearing at 7:14 p.m.

D. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AMENDMENT AND ADOPTING 
A COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Councilmember Kolterman introduced Resolution 2023-11, to approve the redevelopment plan amendment 
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and adopt a cost benefit analysis for the SCCDP redevelopment project. Councilmember Kahler moved, seconded by 
Councilmember Stryson, to approve Resolution 2023-11. 

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

E. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AGREEMENT FOR A 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT INCLUDING THE ISSUANCE OF TIF INDEBTEDNESS FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT AND OTHER SUCH ACTIONS UNDER THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LAW

Councilmember Stryson introduced Resolution 2023-12, to approve the redevelopment plan agreement, 
including the issuance of TIF indebtedness for the SCCDP redevelopment project. Councilmember Wergin moved, 
seconded by Councilmember Tonniges, to approve Resolution 2023-12. 

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

2. CONSIDERATION OF AN OFFER RECEIVED TO PURCHASE LAND WITHIN THE COMMERCIAL RAIL CAMPUS 
DEVELOPMENT AREA, LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS ‘LOT 3, SEWARD RAIL CAMPUS PUD FIRST ADDITION CORRECTED PLAT, 
CITY OF SEWARD, SEWARD COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Mr. Butcher noted that the City had received an offer for a parcel within the Seward Rail Campus. In review 
with the City Attorney, the Administration feels it is a fair offer to consider. If approved, the sale would occur following 
the remonstrance period of 30 days.

A. CONSIDERATION OF A PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH MEYCO HOLDINGS, LLC
Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, to approve a purchase agreement 

with MeyCo Holdings, LLC for a parcel of land located within the Seward Rail Campus.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

B. CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE TO DIRECT THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY TO MEYCO 
HOLDINGS, LLC

Councilmember Singleton introduced Ordinance No. 2023-20. Councilmember Stryson moved, 
seconded by Councilmember Singleton, to dispense with the statutory rule. 

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Stryson, that the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Mayor and Council of the City of Seward, Seward County, Nebraska in the matter of passing 
and adopting: Ordinance No. 2023-20, AN ORDINANCE TO DIRECT THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY TO 
MEYCO HOLDINGS, LLC; TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; TO PROVIDE 
FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

3. CONSIDERATION OF A CLAIM FROM LAURA ASPLIN, 438 GRAND AVE, FOR PERSONAL PROPERTY DAMAGE IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $2,933.31

Mr. Butcher informed that the alleged incident involved the Water/Wastewater Department and the 
recommendation from Administration is to forward to the insurance carrier for determination.

Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Stryson, to forward the claim to the City’s 
insurance carrier for consideration.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

4. CONSIDERATION OF A POISONOUS & FLAMMABLE GASES STORAGE PERMIT FOR AMERIGAS PROPANE AT TRACTOR 
SUPPLY SITE
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Building/Zoning & Code Enforcement Director Dworak described that, as per City Code Chapter 252-2.1, a 
permit is required for any proposed placement of a poisonous and flammable gases storage tank over 5 gallons. The 
proposed site will include a 1,000-gallon tank. The State Fire Marshall has no concerns with the proposed installation.

Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Kahler, to approve a poisonous & flammable 
gases storage permit for AmeriGas Propane as presented.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

5. CONSIDERATION OF THE REVISED CIVIL SERVICE RULES & REGULATIONS
Chief of Police Peters noted the Civil Service Commission had now undergone many unsuccessful attempts 

to hire a candidate for the existing vacancy. As such, the Commission has recommended a few minor changes to the 
rules and regulations with the goal of a smoother hiring process.

Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, to approve the revised Civil Service 
rules and regulations as presented.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

6. FY2024 AGREEMENTS WITH THE SEWARD COUNTY CHAMBER & DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP
SCCDP President and CEO, Jonathon Jank, presented a report on the organization’s FY23 performance. 

Patrick Kelly, Vice President of the SCCDP Board, praised the organization’s work in his experience as the Mayor of 
the City of Milford and a business owner in Seward. The FY24 funding agreement calls for a 3% increase in fees from 
the City from FY23. Mayor Eickmeier and Mr. Butcher expressed gratitude for all that SCCDP has done locally over the 
past year, especially in addressing shortfalls in affordable housing and childcare.

A. CONSIDERATION OF A MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH THE SEWARD COUNTY CHAMBER & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP FOR FY24
Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Tonniges, to enter into a membership 

agreement with SCCDP for FY24.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

B. CONSIDERATION OF A FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH THE SEWARD COUNTY CHAMBER & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP FOR FY24
Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Miller, to enter into a funding agreement with 

SCCDP for FY24.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

7. UPDATE ON THE PROPOSED FY2023-2024 BUDGET
Mr. Butcher noted the public hearing for the budget would be held on Tuesday, September 26th with 

approval of the budget to follow. Further, he referenced the CIP list which included non-essential items that, if 
cut, would allow for the budget to be balanced between projected revenues and expenditures. On some of the 
items on the list, there are potential other funding sources to be utilized. 

A. MOTIONS ON RECOMMENDED BUDGET ITEMS
Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman, to remove the non-essential items 

as indicated by City Administrator Butcher which will allow for a balanced budget in FY24, and to also explore 
alternative funding mechanisms for the non-essential items indicated.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

8. AUTHORIZATION TO DESIGNATE FINANCE DIRECTOR/TREASURER CYDNEE GOLDEN AS SIGNATORY OF CITY 
ACCOUNTS

Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, to authorize Treasurer Cydnee 
Golden as signatory to City accounts.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
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Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

9. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE A CROSSWALK ON N COLUMBIA AVE, 282’ NORTH OF THE 
NORTH CURB LINE OF LINCOLN STREET, RUNNING WEST TO EAST

Mr. Butcher noted that recent the recent construction of two apartment buildings on the NW corner of 
Lincoln Street-N Columbia Ave intersection has increased foot traffic across N Columbia Ave. As such, the internal 
Traffic Committee—consisting of Butcher, City Engineer Oneby, Street Superintendent Miers, and Police Chief 
Peters—are recommending that a crosswalk be established to improve pedestrian and motorist safety.

Councilmember Kolterman introduced Resolution 2023-13, to establish a crosswalk N of the Lincoln Street-
N Columbia Ave intersection. Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Stryson, to approve 
Resolution 2023-13. 

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

10. CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE FOR VOLUNTARY REQUESTS FOR ANNEXATION, WAKE & CO ADDITION; 
DEDICATED RIGHT-OF-WAY NORTH OF WAVERLY ROAD FROM 266TH TO 280TH ROAD (FINAL READING)

Mayor Eickmeier read the ordinance for the third and final time.

Councilmember Kahler moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, that the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Mayor and Council of the City of Seward, Seward County, Nebraska in the matter of passing 
and adopting: Ordinance No. 2023-18, AN ORDINANCE DECLARING THE ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN CONTIGUOUS 
AND ADJACENT TRACTS OF LAND, URBAN AND SUBURBAN IN CHARACTER, MORE SPECIFICALLY THE DEDICATED 
RIGHT-OF-WAY NORTH OF WAVERLY ROAD FROM 266TH ROAD TO 280TH RD, AND WAKE & CO. ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF SEWARD, TO THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA, AND EXTENDING THE LIMITS 
THEREOF ACCORDINGLY; TO DESCRIBE THE REAL ESTATE TO BE ANNEXED AND ITS BOUNDARIES; TO PROVIDE 
FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; TO PROVIDE FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL TAKE EFFECT.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, that all ordinances be added to the 
permanent record.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

11. UPDATE ON THE WELLNESS CENTER
Executive Director of Wellness Center Brase relayed that the City had received good news from Sampson 

Construction regarding the competitiveness of the subcontracting bids. They opined a competitive bid process may 
help in lowering the guaranteed maximum price (GMP). The City is expected to receive the GMP soon and will expect 
to begin the project this fall. Mr. Butcher noted the City is working on project bonding options currently.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Tonniges, that the City Administrator’s report 

of September 19, 2023, be accepted.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

STRATEGY SESSION
1. STRATEGY SESSION WITH CITY ATTORNEY TO PROVIDE NEGOTIATION GUIDANCE CONCERNING REAL ESTATE 
INTERESTS AT THE SEWARD RAIL CAMPUS

Councilmember Miller moved, seconded by Councilmember Singleton, that the Council enter a closed 
session with the Mayor, City Administrator, City Attorney, Jonathan Jank, and City Clerk for the protection of the 
public interest and to discuss current real estate interests at the Seward Rail Campus and to provide the City Attorney 
with negotiating guidance for a period not to exceed 30 minutes. 

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.
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Mayor Eickmeier stated the Council has voted to go into closed session at 8:24 p.m. for the protection of the 
public interest and to discuss real estate interests and to provide the City Attorney with negotiating guidance.

At 8:52 p.m., the closed session ended, and the following Councilmembers reconvened to regular session: 
Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Mayor Eickmeier announced that no formal action 
was taken during the executive session.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Singleton, that the September 19, 2023, City 

Council Meeting be adjourned. 
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

Adjourned approximately 8:53 p.m.
THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

________________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

_________________________________
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk
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The Seward City Council met for a budget hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 26, 2023, with Mayor 
Joshua Eickmeier presiding and City Clerk Derek Bargmann recording the proceedings. Upon roll call, the following 
Councilmembers were present: Megan Kahler, Jessica Kolterman, Karl Miller, Matt Stryson, Rich Wergin. 
Councilmember Absent: John Singleton, Tatum Tonniges, Jonathon Wilken. Other officials present: City Administrator 
Greg Butcher, City Engineer Michael Oneby, Building/Zoning & Code Enforcement Director Tim Dworak, and Police 
Sergeant Allison Sommerfeld. 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof, and Mayor Eickmeier announced that a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act and tonight’s agenda is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to members of the public. 
Mayor Eickmeier led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. NOTICE OF HEARING AND BUDGET SUMMARY FOR THE PURPOSE OF HEARING SUPPORT, OPPOSITION, CRITICISM, 
SUGGESTIONS OR OBSERVATIONS OF TAXPAYERS RELATING TO THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF SEWARD 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

City Administrator Butcher stated that pursuant to LB148, a special budget hearing is to be held separately 
from a regular meeting and not limited by time. An overview of the budget was presented at the September 5, 2023, 
Council meeting with recommended changes approved at the September 19, 2023, Council meeting. 

Mayor Eickmeier opened the public hearing at 7:03 p.m. With no public comment received, the public 
hearing was closed at 7:03 p.m.

2. NOTICE OF SPECIAL HEARING FOR THE PURPOSE OF HEARING SUPPORT, OPPOSITION, CRITICISM, SUGGESTIONS 
OR OBSERVATIONS FROM TAXPAYERS RELATING TO SETTING THE FINAL TAX REQUEST FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

Mayor Eickmeier opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. With no public comment received, the public 
hearing was closed at 7:04 p.m.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman, that the September 26, 2023, City 

Council Budget Hearing be adjourned. 
Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Tonniges, Wilken Motion carried.

Adjourned approximately 7:05 p.m.

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

________________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

___________________________________
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk
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The Seward City Council met for a special meeting at 7:05 p.m. on Tuesday, September 26, 2023, with Mayor 
Joshua Eickmeier presiding and City Clerk Derek Bargmann recording the proceedings. Upon roll call, the following 
Councilmembers were present: Megan Kahler, Jessica Kolterman, Karl Miller, Matt Stryson, Rich Wergin. 
Councilmember Absent: John Singleton, Tatum Tonniges, Jonathon Wilken. Other officials present: City Administrator 
Greg Butcher, City Engineer Michael Oneby, Building/Zoning & Code Enforcement Director Tim Dworak, and Police 
Sergeant Allison Sommerfeld. 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof, and Mayor Eickmeier announced that a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act and tonight’s agenda is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to members of the public. 
Mayor Eickmeier led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. FISCAL YEAR 2024 ADOPTION

A. APPROVAL OF AN ADDITIONAL ONE PERCENT (1%) INCREASE IN RESTRICTED FUNDS
B. APPROVAL OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF SEWARD FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 AND AUTHORIZE 

THE FILING OF BUDGET FORMS
C. RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2023-2024 PROPERTY TAX REQUEST FOR THE CITY OF SEWARD
D. ORDINANCE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET; TO APPROPRIATE SUMS OF NECESSARY

EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND INCLUDE AN ADDITIONAL ONE 
PERCENT (1%) IN RESTRICTED FUNDS

City Administrator Butcher noted that as per the Council’s motion on September 19th, the proposed budget 
has been amended to balance projected revenues and expenditures. The items that were removed will either be 
delayed, or other funding sources will be sought. Lastly, Mr. Butcher noted that for the items related to the ordinance 
to adopt the fiscal year 2024 budget, a supermajority (at least 6 Councilmembers) will need to be present. As such, 
the items related to the Fiscal Year 2024 adoption will be considered at a special meeting to occur at 8 a.m. on Friday, 
September 29, 2023. The budget will be filed later that day to meet the State requirement.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Councilmember Miller moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman, that the September 26, 2023, City 

Council Special Meeting be adjourned. 
Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Tonniges, Wilken. Motion carried.

Adjourned approximately 7:13 p.m.

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

________________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

___________________________________
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk
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The Seward City Council met for a special meeting at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, September 29, 2023, with Mayor 
Joshua Eickmeier presiding and City Clerk Derek Bargmann recording the proceedings. Upon roll call, the following 
Councilmembers were present: Megan Kahler, Jessica Kolterman, Karl Miller, Matt Stryson, Tatum Tonniges, Rich 
Wergin. Councilmember Absent: John Singleton, Jonathon Wilken. Other officials present: City Administrator Greg 
Butcher and Finance Director/Treasurer Cydnee Golden. 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof, and Mayor Eickmeier announced that a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act and tonight’s agenda is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to members of the public. 
Mayor Eickmeier led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. FISCAL YEAR 2024 ADOPTION

City Administrator Butcher noted the Council held the public hearing for the budget on Tuesday, 
September 26th and had made changes to the presented budget at the September 19th meeting.

A. APPROVAL OF AN ADDITIONAL ONE PERCENT (1%) INCREASE IN RESTRICTED FUNDS
Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, to approve an additional one 

percent (1%) increase in restricted funds for FY24. 
Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Wilken. Motion carried.

B. APPROVAL OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF SEWARD FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 AND AUTHORIZE 
THE FILING OF BUDGET FORMS

Councilmember Miller moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman, to approve the municipal budget for 
the City of Seward for Fiscal Year 2024 and filing of budget forms. 

Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Wilken. Motion carried.

C. RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2023-2024 PROPERTY TAX REQUEST FOR THE CITY OF SEWARD
Councilmember Wergin introduced Resolution 2023-14, to approve the set the FY24 property tax request 

for the City of Seward. Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Tonniges, to approve 
Resolution 2023-14. 

Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Wilken. Motion carried.

D. ORDINANCE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET; TO APPROPRIATE SUMS OF NECESSARY
EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND INCLUDE AN ADDITIONAL ONE 
PERCENT (1%) IN RESTRICTED FUNDS

Councilmember Miller introduced Ordinance No. 2023-21. Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded 
by Councilmember Miller, to dispense with the statutory rule. 

Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Wilken. Motion carried.

Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Stryson, that the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Mayor and Council of the City of Seward, Seward County, Nebraska in the matter of passing 
and adopting: Ordinance No. 2023-21, AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE BUDGET STATEMENTS TO BE TERMED THE 
BUDGET AND ANNUAL APPROPRIATION BILL; TO APPROPRIATE SUMS FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES AND 
LIABILITIES, WHICH INCLUDES AN ADDITIONAL ONE PERCENT (1%) INCREASE IN RESTRICTED FUNDS; TO PROVIDE 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM.

Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Wilken. Motion carried.

Councilmember Miller moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, that all ordinances be added to the 
permanent record.

Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Wilken. Motion carried.
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MOTION TO ADJOURN
Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Tonniges, that the September 29, 2023, City 

Council Special Meeting be adjourned. 
Aye:  Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:  None. Absent: Singleton, Wilken. Motion carried.

Adjourned approximately 8:10 a.m.

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

________________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

___________________________________
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk



AGENDA REQUEST ITEM
1. Discussion Regarding the City of Seward Electric and Water Advanced Metering 

Infrastructure (AMI) Systems - Trevor Pierce
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. Consideration of a Resolution Approving a Street Closure Crossing Hwy 15 for 

Seward County Chamber & Development Partnership Christmas Festival Annual 
Lighted Christmas Parade on November 25, 2023 - Donna Hendrickson, SCCDP













RESOLUTION NO. 2023-15

WHEREAS, the Seward County Chamber & Development Partnership Christmas Festival Committee 
Annual Lighted Christmas Parade is scheduled for November 25, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seward wishes to support this annual event; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to close Highway 15 at the intersection of Seward Street and Highway 15 for 
the Parade from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.; and

WHEREAS, the road closure described above must be approved by the State of Nebraska Department of 
Roads; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, 
NEBRASKA THAT:

The City Clerk is hereby authorized to forward this resolution to the State of Nebraska Department of 
Roads for the closing of Nebraska Highway 15 as defined above for the festivities to be held on November 25, 
2023, in Seward, Nebraska.

The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.

Dated: October 3, 2023

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

ATTEST: ____________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

_______________________________
Derek Bargmann, City Clerk

(SEAL)



2. Consideration of a Request for the City to Assist with the Downtown Seward Sound 
System Installation - Donna Hendrickson, SCCDP

3. Consideration of a Recommendation to Award a Construction Contract to Gehring 
Construction & Ready Mix Co., Inc, for the Izaak Walton-Hwy 15 Intersection 
Improvements Project in the Amount of $850,987.95 and Authorization for Mayor to 
Sign All Documents - City Engineer Oneby
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Michael Oneby

From: Roth, Alexander <aroth@schemmer.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2023 7:12 PM

To: Michael Oneby

Cc: Holle, Doug

Subject: RE: Izaak Walton Road Intersection Improvements Addendum #1 - Engineer's 

Recommendation

Mike,  

 

Ghering Construction is a reputable company that is qualified to complete the work. Ghering’s bid of $850,987.95 was 

the only bid submitted, but compares well to the engineer’s estimate of $826,962.23. However, there is a quantity error 

on the bid form for Item 11, Water. The plans show the correct quantity (81 MGAL) where the bid form shows an 

incorrect quantity of 11 MGAL. It appears that Ghering may have been trying to compensate for the discrepancy with 

their bid unit price of $1,100 for a bid price of $12,100, but this item is measured in the field and could result in a 

measured price of 81MGAL x $1,100 = $89,100. I suggest reaching out to Ghering to discuss this bid item.  

 

Thanks,  

Alex  

 

 

Alex Roth, P.E. 

Transportation Engineer 

Associate 

402.493.4800 Phone | 402.431.6364 Direct

SCHEMMER.COM 

 

 

From: Michael Oneby <Michael.Oneby@cityofsewardne.gov>  

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2023 2:14 PM 

To: Roth, Alexander <aroth@schemmer.com> 

Cc: Holle, Doug <dholle@schemmer.com>; Pugh, Bart <bpugh@schemmer.com>; Greg Butcher 

<Greg.Butcher@cityofsewardne.gov>; Derek Bargmann <Derek.Bargmann@cityofsewardne.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Izaak Walton Road Intersection Improvements Addendum #1 

 
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

Hi Alex, 

 

Please review the attached bid documents and provide a recommendation.  Due to the tight schedule, please provide 

the recommendation by 2 PM tomorrow (Friday, Sept 29) for inclusion in the City Council packet for the next regular 

meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, October 3. 

 

One bidder:  Gehring 

Bid:  $850,987.95 

Engineer’s Estimate:  $826,962.23 
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Thanks for your assistance in getting this project bid. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Mike 

 

 

Michael Oneby, P.E. 
City Engineer 
City of Seward, Nebraska 
  
p: 402-643-2928/ Ext 203  
a: 142 N. 7th Street, Seward NE 68434
w: www.cityofsewardne.gov  
  

  

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended 
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
 

 

From: Roth, Alexander <aroth@schemmer.com>  

Sent: Monday, September 18, 2023 5:23 PM 

To: Michael Oneby <Michael.Oneby@cityofsewardne.gov> 

Cc: Holle, Doug <dholle@schemmer.com> 

Subject: Izaak Walton Road Intersection Improvements Addendum #1 

Importance: High 

 

Mike,  

Attached are the updated plans, bid form, and addendum summary which address NDOT’s comments. Please send this 

information to all plan holders.  

  

Let me know if you have any questions.  

  

Thanks, 

Alex  

  

 

Alex Roth, P.E. 
Transportation Engineer 
Associate 

402.493.4800 Phone | 402.431.6364 Direct

SCHEMMER.COM 

  

  

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and 
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 



Office of the City Engineer 
147 North 7th Street 

Seward, NE  68434 

(402) 643-2928 x203 

Memo 

To: Greg Butcher, City Administrator 

From: Mike Oneby, P.E., City Engineer 

cc: Derek Bargmann, City Clerk 

Date: October 2, 2023 

Re: Izaak Walton Road at Highway 15 Intersections Improvements –  
Recommendation of Award 

 

The City advertised for bids to construct improvements to Izaak Walton Road at the intersection 
with State Hwy 15.  The City hosted a public bid opening on September 28, 2023 at 10:00 PM at 
City Hall, overseen by City Clerk Derek Bargmann and City Engineer Mike Oneby. One bid was 
received, listed below along with the Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Construction Cost. 

 

No. Bidder 
Submittal 
Date/Time 

Bid Amount 
[$] 

Amount above Estimate 
[$] [%] 

1. Gehring Construction 
Columbus, NE 

9:39 AM 
10/28/2023 850,987.95 24,025.72 + 2.9% 

 Engineer’s Estimate N/A 826,962.23   

 

The project’s Engineer (Schemmer Associates) reviewed the bid and found no irregularities that 
would prohibit award to the sole Bidder (see attached email).  Though only one bid was 
submitted, the size of project and the short number of days allocated for construction may have 
made this project unattractive to Bidders not currently mobilized in Seward.  Gehring 
Construction and Ready Mix Co. is a reputable paving contractor who with their subcontractors 
have performed high quality road work for the City.  They are currently completing the East 
Seward Road Improvements project. 

In the review process, one bid quantity (11 MGAL in Item 6) was discovered to be in error (listed 
correctly on the Plans as 81 MGAL.  In their bid price, the Bidder’s subcontractor recognized the 
need for more water than the quantity listed, and adjusted their Bid Price accordingly.  With the 
Bidder’s concurrence, the Bid Quantity and Bid Unit Price were updated in the attached Bid 
Form, while adhering to the original Item 6 Bid Price.  The corrected bid items will be used in the 
contract signed by the Bidder and the Mayor.   

The City Engineer concurs with Schemmer in recommending award to Gehring Construction 
and Ready Mix Co., Inc. in the amount of $850,987.95. 
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4. Consideration of an Addendum to the Professional Services Agreement with The 
Schemmer Associates for Construction Phase Services for the Izaak Walton-Hwy 15 
Intersection Improvements Project in the Amount of $100,652.00 - City Engineer 
Oneby
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EXHIBIT A 
Page 1 of 3 

This is EXHIBIT A, consisting of 3 pages, referred to in 
and part of the Agreement between Owner and Engineer 
for Professional Services  

 
Engineer’s Services             
 
Article 1 of the Agreement is amended and supplemented to include the following agreement of the 
parties.  Engineer shall provide Additional Services as set forth below. 
 
PART 1 – SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 
IZAAK WALTON AND HWY 15 INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The following Scope of Services for Construction Engineering Services shall include 
Project Management, Construction Observation, Administration, Staking and Materials 
Testing. The work shall include but are not limited to; the preconstruction phase, 
construction phase, construction closeout, coordination with the general contractor, 
construction observation, SWPPP inspections, as-built plans, final documents, staking, 
and materials testing. 
 

2. ASSUMPTIONS 
 

 Construction duration is set at 70 calendar day duration. 
 Construction inspection is anticipated to average 8 hours per working day with 46 

working days anticipated.   
 

3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

 Paving improvements are planned for Izaak Walton Road and Hwy 15 intersection 
in Seward, NE.  Contract duration is set at 70 calendar days with substantial 
construction completion by March 1, 2024. 

 
4. PRE-CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

The following pre-construction phase tasks will include but are not limited to: 
  

A. Conduct the pre-construction meeting with the contractor and all stake holders.  

B. Preconstruction photos 

C. Draft and hand out flyers to residents 
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5. CONSTRUCTION PHASE 
 
The following construction phase tasks will include, but are not limited to: 
 
A. Establish a procedure for managing, tracking, and storing all relevant documents 

between the contractor, City, and CE firm.  

B. Mobilize a construction inspection team on site for the duration of the construction 
activities per paragraph 2. ASSUMPTIONS.   

C. Maintain project field diaries, accurate quantities, files and records.  

D. Construction progress photos 

E. Complete daily report for each day. 

F. Monitor the contractors’ activities for compliance with the plans and specifications. 

G. Review work zone traffic control devices each day CE firm is on site. 

H. Review contractor submittals. 

I. Conduct weekly meetings (Construction Progress Meetings) with the contractor.  
Ten (10) meetings are included in this scope. 

J. Draft change orders as needed.  Two (2) change orders are included in this scope. 

K. Review and recommend contractor’s pay applications on a monthly basis.  Three (3) 
pay application reviews are included in this scope. 

L. Perform erosion control inspections on a weekly basis.  If discrepancies are found, 
issue non-conformance report to contractor and monitor progress for correction.  
Sixteen (16) erosion control inspections are included in this scope for a duration 
from the start of construction to 2 months after final stabilization. 

M. Perform materials testing in accordance with NDOT Materials Sampling Guide 

N. Perform construction staking as listed below.  It is assumed any stakes set and 
impacted by construction activity requiring re-staking will be viewed as additional 
effort and may result in added effort invoiced. 

1. Re-establish control 

2. Stake removals 

3. Stake limits of construction 

4. Stake temporary easement 

5. Stake culverts 

6. Stake paving 

7. Stake lighting system 

8. Stake embankment cut / fill limits with offsets.   

i. Fill slopes will be staked for toe of lean clay at 1:1 from outside shoulder 
edge 

ii. Fill slopes will be staked for toe of final embankment as per plans 
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6. CONSTRUCTION CLOSEOUT 
 
The following construction phase tasks will include but are not limited to: 
 
A. Conduct a final project walkthrough/inspection.   

B. Prepare and provide to the contractor a punch list of repair items that need to be 
addressed before project acceptance. 

C. Verify all project work has been completed, inspected and approved. 

D. Prepare as-built plans.  As-built plans will be created and submitted in electronic 
format. 

 
 
 

7. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
 
The following project management tasks will include, but are not limited to: 
 
A. Review work, communication with contractor / client, and invoicing 

 
 
 
 

 























5. Consideration of an Ordinance Amending the Municipal Code; Initiating a Sewer Rate 
Adjustment Increasing Total System Revenues by 15%, Effective with October 2023 
Billing - City Administrator Butcher



ORDINANCE NO.  2023-22

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 325-8.1 THROUGH 325-8.3 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE; 
TO INITIATE A SEWER RATE ADJUSTMENT THAT WILL INCREASE TOTAL SYSTEM REVENUES GENERATED 
BY RATES CHARGED TO CUSTOMERS FOR SERVICE FROM THE SEWER SYSTEM OF THE CITY BY 15.0% 
EFFECTIVE WITH THE OCTOBER 2023 BILLING; TO PROVIDE FOR BILLING THEREOF; TO REPEAL 
THE ORIGINAL SECTIONS 325-8.1 THROUGH 325-8.3; TO PROVIDE FOR A TIME WHEN THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA:

Section 1.  Sections 325-8.1 through 325-8.3 of the Municipal Code shall be amended 
as follows:

§325-8.1 Residential rates.  

A. Residential usage for all domestic use only. The bills for the twelve (12) 
months beginning each April shall be based on an average of the water 
consumption billed in January, February and March. The sewage charges for a 
new residential user who has not established an average for the months of 
January, February and March, or a user who only has sewer and no water usage 
shall be charged the following usage:

 
(1) Single occupancy: 200 cubic feet per month, plus the minimum sewer 

charge.

(2) Double or more occupancy: 600 cubic feet per month, plus the minimum 
sewer charge.

(3) No water usage – metered: 600 cubic feet per month, plus the minimum 
sewer charge.

 
B. The charges are: 

(1) Effective October 2023 billing: customer charge of $31.40 per 
meter, plus $.04232 per cubic foot.

§325-8.2 General service rates. 

General services rates (formerly commercial) are applied to nonresidential 
accounts each month.

The charges are:

A. Effective October 2023 billing: customer charge of $75.71 per meter, plus 
$.04232 per cubic foot.

§325-8.3 Large general service rates.

Large general services rates are as follows:

A. Users contributing above allowed limits of BOD, SS, TKN, or FOG as defined 
below. 



The Charges are: 

(1) Effective October 2023 billing:

(a) Minimum charge of $402.50 per meter; and

(b) Per cubic foot: $.0213; and

(c) Per pound of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD)that is measured 
to be greater than 200 mg/l: $0.40; and

(d) Per pound of suspended solids (SS) that measured to be greater 
than 220 mg/l: $0.25.

(e) Per pound of Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) that measured to 
be greater than 30 mg/l: $0.50.

(f) Per pound of Fats Oils and Grease (FOG) that measured to be 
greater than 100 mg/l: $0.27.

B. The sewer charges in Subsection A(1)(c) thru (f) above are based on observed 
wastewater flow from the customer using a suitable continuous recording 
device for measuring concentrations of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), 
suspended solids (SS), Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) and Fats Oils and Grease 
(FOG). 

C. If the additional cost associated with industrial general service wastes are 
not recovered by the large general service rate charges or above surcharges, 
the City shall have the option to review the effect any user (all 
classifications) has on the wastewater system and establish adequate charges, 
if necessary, for the excessive amounts of biochemical oxygen demand, 
suspended solids or other applicable pollutants.

Section 2. Repeal.  All ordinances or provision or portions of ordinances in conflict 
here with are hereby repealed.

Section 3. When operative.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force 
from and after its passage, approval and publication in pamphlet form as 
required by law.

Passed and approved this 3rd day of October, 2023.

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

_____________________________
ATTEST: Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

      ________________________
      Derek Bargmann, City Clerk 

(SEAL)



6. Consideration of an Ordinance Amending the Municipal Code; Initiating an Electric 
Rate Adjustment Increasing Total System Revenues by 3.0%, Effective with October 
2023 Billing - City Administrator Butcher
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-23

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 237-3.1 THROUGH 237-3.13 OF THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE; TO INITIATE AN ELECTRIC RATE ADJUSTMENT THAT WILL INCREASE TOTAL SYSTEM 
REVENUES GENERATED BY RATES CHARGED TO CUSTOMERS FOR SERVICES FROM THE ELECTRIC 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM OF THE CITY BY 3.0% EFFECTIVE WITH THE OCTOBER 2023 BILLING; TO 
PROVIDE FOR BILLING THEREOF; TO REPEAL THE ORIGINAL SECTIONS 237-3.1 THROUGH 237-
3.13; TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; TO PROVIDE FOR 
A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA:

Section 1.  Sections 237-3.1 through 237-3.13 of the Municipal Code shall be 
amended as follows:

§237-3.1.  Determination of rates.

A. As a tariff of rates based on monthly consumption by each consumer of 
current from the Electric Distribution System of the City, the 
following schedule based on meter readings is established.

B. One meter shall be installed to service one user. If additional 
buildings are required for a given user, they shall be interconnected 
by the customer to obtain one meter. If additional meters and services 
are requested by the customer, each shall be treated as a separate 
customer. It will be at the City’s sole discretion to determine what 
installation of service is most appropriate and beneficial to the 
system as a whole, which decision will be based on, but not limited to, 
proximity, continuity, similarity and compatibility of service. This 
requirement shall take effect with the kilowatt hour usage from the 1st 
day of October 2002. Any services metered differently prior to this 
date will be grand fathered in.

C. Effective date:  October 2023 billing

D. Rates:

(1) Summer rate:  The summer rate shall apply to the Customer's use 
from June Billing through September Billing.

(2) Winter rate:  The winter rates shall apply to the Customer's use 
from October Billing through May Billing.

E. Terms and conditions:

(1) Usage may be fractionalized on the actual days of service for 
application of a change in rate.

(2) Service will be furnished under the City's General Terms and 
conditions.

(3) Extensions made for service under this schedule are subject to 
the provisions of the City's rules governing Extension of Service 
and Facilities.

(4) The rates set forth herein may be increased by the amount of any 
new or increased governmental tax imposed and levied on 
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transmission, distribution, production, or the sale of electrical 
power.

§237-3.2. Residential Light, Heat and Power (RE).

A. Summer period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $23.43.

(2) Plus energy charge of:  all kWh, per kWh: $0.1086. 
     

B. Winter period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $23.43.

(2) Plus energy charge of: First 700 kWh, per kWh: $0.1086.

(3) Over 700 kWh, per kWh: $0.0880.

C.  Available: within established City limits.

D. Applicable: to single-family residences and individually metered 
apartments for all domestic purposes when all service is supplied 
through a single meter, provided ratings of individual single-phase 
motors do not exceed five (5) horsepower.

E. Character of service: AC, 60 cycles, 120/240 volt, three-wire, single-
phase.

F. Small Business in Residential District: any property located in a 
Residential Zone of the City which conducts a small business inside the 

home which is legal under the Zoning Ordinance of the City 
[1]

shall be 
considered residential for the purposes of this section, in accordance 

with the definition in §237-2.8B(1).
[2]

[1] Editor’s Note: See Ch. 410, Zoning and Subdivision.
[2] Editor’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, 

General Provisions, Art. 1)

§237-3.3. Commercial Service (CE).

A. Summer period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $46.35.

(2) Plus energy charge of: All kWh, per kWh: $0.1023.

B. Winter period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $46.35.

(2) Plus energy charge of: First 1,600 kWh, per kWh: $0.1023.

(3) Over 1,600 kWh, per kWh: $0.0817.

C. Available: within established City rate areas.
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D. Applicable: to any customer for lighting, heating, and power purposes 
where all service is taken through a single meter at one location, and 
where the Customer's demand does not exceed 49 kW for four consecutive 
months.  Rating of individual single-phase motors and other single-
phase power and heating units served under this schedule shall not 
exceed ten (10) horsepower except by special permission.

E. Character of Service: AC, 60 cycles, 120/240 volts, single-phase; 240 
volts, three-phase, three-wire; 120/240, 120/208, volts, or 277/480 
volts, three-phase, four-wire; or at any of the City's standard 
distribution voltages, as available.  Customers requiring service at 
secondary voltages other than that already established by the City 
shall be required to provide suitable space for location of the City's 
transformation, metering and associated equipment.  Secondary voltage 
other than that already established shall be provided by special 
permission only.

§237-3.4. General Service Demand (GD).

A. Summer period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $127.72.

(2) Demand charge: per kW per month of billing demand: $20.085.

(3) Plus energy charge of: for all usage, per kWh: $0.0685.

B. Winter period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $127.72.

(2) Demand charge: per kW per month of billing demand: $17.00.

(3) Plus energy charge of: for all usage, per kWh: $0.0633.

C. Determination of billing demand: the billing demand shall be the 
greater of Subsection C(1) or C(2) below.

(1) The highest measured demand (corrected for power factor if 
required) during any thirty (30) minute period occurring in the 
current billing period.

(2) Sixty five percent (65%) of the highest measured demand 
(corrected for power factor if required) during any thirty (30) 
minute period occurring in June, July, August or September 
Billings.

D. Available: within established City rate areas.

E. Applicable: to existing customers, or to new customers with demands of 
50 kilowatts, but not more than 500 kilowatts, for four (4) consecutive 
months whose entire requirements are taken through one meter, under a 
contract of standard form.   Customers who reach this limit for four 
(4) consecutive months will be billed this rate on the fifth (5th) 
month.  (Not applicable to resale, stand-by or auxiliary service.)

F. Character of service: AC, 60 cycles, single- or three-phase, at any of 
the City's standard voltages (35,000 volts or less) where the service 
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may be supplied by a single power transformation.

§237-3.5. General Service Demand – Low Load Factor (GD-LLF).

A. Summer period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $127.72.

(2) Demand charge: per kW per month of billing demand: $0.00.

(3) Plus energy charge of: for all usage, per kWh: $0.2148.

B. Winter period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $127.72.

(2) Demand charge: per kW per month of billing demand: $0.00.

(3) Plus energy charge of: for all usage, per kWh: $0.2148.

C. Available: within established City rate areas.

D. Applicable: an alternate to the GD rate to existing customers, or to 
new customers with demands of 50 kilowatts, but not more than 500 
kilowatts, for four (4) consecutive months whose entire requirements 
are taken through one meter, under a contract of standard form.   
Customers who reach this limit for four (4) consecutive months may 
request to be billed under this rate on the fifth (5th) month.  (Not 
applicable to resale, stand-by or auxiliary service.)

E. Removal from GD-LLF: when a customer requests to be billed on the GD-
LLF rate, the customer will be bill on GD-LLF for a minimum of twelve 
(12) months.  After twelve (12) months, the customer can request to be 
billed on the GD rate and must remain on the GD rate for twelve (12) 
months before eligible to request to be billed again on the GD-LLF.

F. Character of service: AC, 60 cycles, single- or three-phase, at any of 
the City's standard voltages (35,000 volts or less) where the service 
may be supplied by a single power transformation.

§237-3.6. Large Power (LP).

A. Summer period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $190.55. 

(2) Demand charge: per kW per month of billing demand: $19.83.

(3) Plus energy charge of: for all usage, per kWh: $0.0530.

B. Winter period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $190.55. 

(2) Demand charge: per kW per month of billing demand: $16.22.

(3) Plus energy charge of: for all usage, per kWh: $0.0494.
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C. Determination of billing demand: the billing demand shall be the 
greater of Subsection C(1) or C(2) below.

(1) The highest measured demand (corrected for power factor if 
required) during any thirty (30) minute period occurring in the 
current billing period.

(2) Sixty five percent (65%) of the highest measured demand 
(corrected for power factor if required) during any thirty (30) 
minute period occurring in June, July, August or September 
Billings of the preceding eleven (11) months.

D. Available: in the general area served by the City from lines of 35,000 
volts or less.

E. Applicable: to existing customers, or to new customers with demands of 
500 kilowatts or more for four (4) consecutive months whose entire 
requirements are taken through one meter, under a contract of standard 
form.  Customers who reach this limit for four (4) consecutive months 
will be billed this rate on the fifth (5th) month. 

F. Character of service: AC, 60 cycles, single- or three-phase, at any of 
the City's standard voltages (35,000 volts or less) where the service 
may be supplied by a single power transformation.

G. Power factor adjustment:

(1) For loads of 500 kW or more, or at the option of the City, power 
factor adjustments will be made in the billing demand, when the 
power factor, as determined by test, at the time of the 
customer's maximum use is less than 90%.  If the power factor, as 
measured by the electric department, is lower than 90%, the 
monthly demand charge will be multiplied by the ratio 90% bears 
to the measured power factor, or at the City's option, the power 
factor may be corrected at the customer's expense.

(2) In the general course of maintenance and replacement of 
equipment, the City may replace existing demand meters with power 
factor-capable demand meters, at its option, at which point the 
customer will be subject to power factor adjustments as defined 
above.

H. Economic Development Rate. Available to any Large Power customer that 
meets ALL the following conditions:

(1) Provides new or additional load of 1,000 kW or greater on a 
monthly basis;

(2) Has a monthly load factor, calculated by dividing the energy 
usage by the product of the peak demand and the number of hours 
in the month, of 60% or greater;

(3) The customer has entered into a written service agreement with 
the City of Seward and the Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) 
pursuant to NPPD Rate Schedule SPP No. 6, Economic Development 
Rate Schedule;

(4) The customer has entered into an agreement with either the State 
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of Nebraska or other political subdivision to provide an economic 
development project under state or local law; and

(5) The customer has met all other requirements of the Economic 
Development Rate Schedule.

(6) Rate:

(a) NPPD customer charge, per month: $500.00.

(b) NPPD energy charge of: All kWh, per kWh: $0.02636.

(c) City of Seward customer charge, per month: $155.00.

(d) City of Seward energy charge: All kWh, per kWh: $0.015.

(7) The above rate shall apply to both summer and winter periods.

(8) The Economic Development Rate is subject to change based upon the 
written service agreement with the City of Seward and NPPD as 
well as NPPD Rate Schedule SPP No. 6, Economic Development Rate 
Schedule.

§237-3.7. Rural Residential Light, Heat and Power (NE).
A. Summer period:

(1) Customer charge, per month: $35.79.

(2) Plus energy charge of: all kWh, per kWh: $0.1086.

 B. Winter period:

(1) Customer Charge, per month: $35.79.

(2) Plus energy charge of: 

(a) First 900 kWh, per kWh: $0.1086.

(b) Over 900 kWh, per kWh: $0.0880.

C. Available: in the territory serviced by the City outside of the 
corporate limits.

D. Applicable: to rural residences for domestic and other farm uses which 
may be served from existing distribution lines and where the total 
required kVA does not exceed that which may be supplied from a fifty 
(50) kVA distribution transformer. Rating of individual single-phase 
motors and other single-phase power and heating units served under this 
schedule shall not exceed ten (10) horsepower except by special 
permission.

E. Character of service: AC, 60 cycles, 120/240 volts, single-phase, 
three-wire.

§237-3.8. Power cost adjustment (PCA).

A. Applicability:
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(1) All electric rates are subject to application of a production 
cost adjustment. The PCA may be determined from time to time and 
when approved shall be applied monthly for a period of not more 
than twelve (12) months. The PCA calculations will be based on 
the FY projected and actual twelve (12) months includable 
expenses and the current budget actual and projected sales 
subject to the PCA. The City may invoke the PCA when unexpected 
increases in the cost of power or other emergencies are estimated 
to be greater than a deviation of 10% in FY power costs budgeted. 

(2) At the end of any PCA application period, any under or over 
collected revenues may be added to the next FY estimate of power 
costs to determine if another PCA is necessary for the next 
twelve (12) months or shorter period.

B. Formula for calculating the PCA factor: 

(1) The following formula is used to determine the power cost 
adjustment charge when it is invoked. The PCA will be calculated 
to the nearest one-tenth of a $1.00/MWh or $0.10/kWh.

(2) When unexpected increases in the cost of power or other 
emergencies are estimated to be greater than a deviation of 10% 
in FY power costs budgeted the PCA formula is: 

PCA = (Total Estimated Cost Difference from Budget for 
Application Period) divided by (Estimated kWh Sales for 
Application Period)

Where: 

     Total Estimated Cost = Revise after Budget the Fuel and
  Difference  Purchased Power + Transmission Expense - 

Budgeted Fuel and Purchased Power + 
Transmission Expense

          Application Period = the number of months (1 to 12) that the 
PCA will be in force

       Estimated kWh sales = Projected kWh retail sales during the 
Application Period

§237-3.9 Delinquent bills; notice.

All bills are delinquent on the fifteenth (15th) day of the month.  
Thereafter, upon notice to consumer as provided by this Article and by law, 
and non-payment pursuant to said notice, service shall be discontinued.

§237-3.10. Rates effective.

The rates provided herein shall become effective with the billing beginning 
October 2023 or as determined after review of the annual electric budget.

§237-3.11. Discrimination prohibited.

No electric current shall be furnished to any consumer under any other rate 



8

than as provided in this article, and there shall be no discrimination in 
rates between consumers using equal amounts of current for the same purpose 
under the same conditions.

§237-3.12. Service beyond corporate limits.

The City, by resolution of its Mayor and Council, shall have the power and 
authority to contract with any person, persons, association or corporation, 
to sell electric current for light, heat and power purposes beyond its 
corporate limits when, in the judgment of the Mayor and Council, it is 
beneficial to the City to do so.

§237-3.13 Special circumstances.

No electricity shall be billed to any consumer under any other rate not 
provided for by this article provided; except that if, in the opinion of the 
Electric Superintendent and the Treasurer, and after review with the City 
Administrator, there is a change in the nature of electricity being used, an 
adjustment to the billings can be made to apply the correct the rate 
classification(s), or in cases of erroneous or missing load meter data an 
adjustment to similar usage as the year before, or an average usage may be 
used, if supporting information is available to make such estimates.

Section 2.  Repeal.  All ordinances or provision or portions of ordinances in 
conflict here with are hereby repealed.

Section 3.  When operative.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force 
from and after its passage, approval and publication in pamphlet form 
as required by law.

Passed and approved this 3rd day of October, 2023.

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

_____________________________
ATTEST: Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

      ________________________
      Derek Bargmann, City Clerk 

 
(SEAL)



7. Consideration of an Ordinance Amending the Comprehensive Pay Plan, Providing for 
a 3.5% Cost of Living Adjustment for All Pay Lines, Effective October 1, 2023 - City 
Administrator Butcher



 
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-24 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR ANNUAL CLASSIFICATION OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA; TO PROVIDE FOR LONGEVITY PAY AND PAYMENT OF PART-
TIME EMPLOYEES; TO PROVIDE FOR A DATE SUCH CLASSIFICATION AND PAY RANGES OF 
COMPENSATION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE; TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION IN PAMPHLET FORM; 
TO PROVIDE FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA: 

 
Section 1. CLASSIFICATION, RANGES OF COMPENSATION. The classification of 

officers and employees of the City of Seward, Nebraska, pay grades and ranges of 
compensation for such classification are as follows: 

 
2023-2024 SALARY SCHEDULE 

PAY RANGE RATES 
 

POSITION  MINIMUM MAXIMUM 
 

(A) CLERICAL (HOURLY)   

Payroll Clerk 20.11 27.17 
Utility Billing/Account Clerk 17.86 25.11 
Administrative Assistant 17.29 24.36 

Admin Assistant – Municipal Bldg 16.38 22.32 

Library Assistant II/Social Media/IT 18.49 24.32 
Library Assistant I 14.13 16.50 
Library Clerk 11.43 14.24 

Aging Services Commission Assistant 17.23 24.78 

Clubhouse Short Order Cook 14.49 22.77 

Golf Shop Seasonal Employee 11.24 13.63 

(B) LABOR & TRADES (HOURLY) 
  

Civic Center Assistant 11.21 13.09 

Custodian 14.52 21.63 

Electric Line Crew Chief 43.77 54.51 
Electric Journeyman Lineman 38.67 52.12 
Electric Lineman 38.67 52.12 
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Electric Seasonal Groundman 21.38 25.21 
Meter Maintenance Utility Worker 19.78 26.00 
Utilities Locator 19.17 35.86 

Assistant Public Properties Director 23.78 29.95 
Public Properties Maintenance Worker 16.96 25.06 

Street Foreman 25.89 33.48 
Street Maintenance Worker III 20.89 27.39 
Street Maintenance Worker II 18.63 25.13 
Street Maintenance Worker I 18.06 22.58 

Burn Site Assistant 11.47 16.47 
Recycling Center Worker 11.47 16.47 

Facility Maintenance Supervisor 26.89 35.71 
WW Treatment/Sanitary System Operator 22.39 29.78 
Senior Utility Maintenance Worker II 24.65 33.15 
Utility Maintenance Worker II 23.37 32.06 
Utility Maintenance Worker I 21.20 28.26 

Summer Seasonal Laborer 14.58 15.16 

Pool Manager 13.68 16.18 
Assistant Pool Manager 11.82 14.02 
Swim Program Coordinator 11.52 13.62 
Lifeguard 11.21 12.44 
Pool Office/Concession Work 11.21 12.44 
Water Safety Instructor 11.21 12.44 
Water Safety Instructor Aide 7.46 8.09 

(C) PUBLIC SAFETY (HOURLY) 
  

Police Sergeant 29.34 38.89 
Police Officer II 28.17 34.38 
Police Officer I 25.91 32.24 
Administrative Secretary/Records Clerk 18.08 24.86 
Community Service Officer 15.76 22.30 

 
(D) SUPERVISORY, TECHNICAL & ADMINISTRATIVE (MONTHLY) 

City Administrator 10,925 13,186 
Chief of Police 7,135 8,906 
City Engineer 6,827 9,102 
Police Captain 6,209 7,436 
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Electric Superintendent 8,001 9,991 
Public Properties Director 5,826 7,244 
City Clerk/Human Resources Director 5,744 7,975 
Water/Wastewater Director 5,523 8,207 
Street Superintendent 5,700 7,293 
Finance Director/Treasurer 7,356 9,419 
Library Director 5,052 6,268 
Deputy Treasurer 4,852 5,934 
Golf Course Grounds Superintendent 4,852 5,658 
Building/Zoning/Code Enforcement Director 4,946 6,171 
Executive Director Wellness Center 4,852 5,658 
Assistant Recreation Director 3,526 5,192 
Golf Shop Manager 3,392 4,413 
Assistant Library Director 3,384 4,576 
Civic Center Manager 3,590 3,979 

 

Section 2. LONGEVITY PAY. Each employee, who has completed their 
introductory period, will, for each year of service to the City, receive three 
dollars and forty-seven cents ($3.47) per month if classified as exempt, or 
two cents ($0.02) per hour if classified as non-exempt. This pay will be in 
addition to the established base pay in their classification as set forth in 
Section One of this ordinance. 

 
Section 3. COMPENSATION PAYABLE BIWEEKLY. The compensation and salary 

fixed for the respective officers and employees of the City by this ordinance 
shall be paid biweekly. 

 
Section 4. PART-TIME EMPLOYEES. Persons employed by the City on a part- 

time or occasional basis shall be paid on an hourly rate and at such time as 
shall be fixed by the Mayor and Council by motion. 

 
Section 5. REPEAL. Any City of Seward ordinance, resolution, or employee 

handbook or part of any ordinance, resolution, or employee handbook of the City of 
Seward, Nebraska in conflict with this Ordinance is hereby repealed to the extent 
of such conflict. 

 
Section 6. WHEN OPERATIVE. This ordinance shall be effective after its 

approval, passage and publication as required by law and the ordinances of the 
City. 

 
Passed and approved this 3rd day of October, 2023. 

 
ATTEST: THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA 

 
 
 
 

Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor 
 

Derek Bargmann 
City Clerk 
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POSITION 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
PAYROLL CLERK 20.11 20.99 21.87 22.76 23.64 24.52 25.40 26.29 27.17
UTIL BILLING/ACCOUNT CLERK 17.86 18.77 19.68 20.58 21.49 22.39 23.30 24.20 25.11
ADMIN ASSISTANT 17.29 18.18 19.06 19.95 20.83 21.71 22.60 23.48 24.36

ADMIN ASSISTANT - MUNI BUILDLING 16.38 17.13 17.87 18.61 19.35 20.10 20.84 21.58 22.32

LIBRARY ASSISTANT II/Social Media/IT 18.49 19.21 19.94 20.67 21.40 22.13 22.86 23.59 24.32
LIBRARY ASSISTANT I 14.13 14.42 14.72 15.02 15.31 15.61 15.91 16.20 16.50
LIBRARY CLERK 11.43 11.78 12.13 12.48 12.83 13.19 13.54 13.89 14.24

AGING SERV. COMM. ASSISTANT 17.23 18.18 19.12 20.06 21.01 21.95 22.89 23.83 24.78

CLUBHOUSE SHORT ORDER COOK 14.49 15.00 16.00 17.00 18.00 19.00 20.00 21.00 22.77
GOLF SHOP SEASONAL EMPLOYEE 11.24 11.54 11.84 12.14 12.44 12.73 13.03 13.33 13.63

POSITION 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
CIVIC CENTER  ASSISTANT 11.21 11.44 11.68 11.92 12.15 12.39 12.62 12.86 13.09

CUSTODIAN 14.52 15.41 16.30 17.19 18.08 18.97 19.85 20.74 21.63

ELECTRIC LINE CREW CHIEF 43.77 45.11 46.46 47.80 49.14 50.48 51.83 53.17 54.51
ELECTRIC JOURNEYMAN LINEMAN 38.67 40.49 42.31 44.13 45.95 47.77 49.59 50.11 52.12
ELECTRIC LINEMAN 38.67 40.49 42.31 44.13 45.95 47.77 49.59 50.11 52.12
ELECTRIC SEASONAL GROUNDMAN 21.38 21.86 22.34 22.82 23.30 23.78 24.26 24.73 25.21
METER MAINTENANCE UTILITY WORKER 19.78 20.56 21.33 22.11 22.89 23.67 24.44 25.22 26.00
UTILITIES LOCATOR 19.17 21.26 23.34 25.43 27.52 29.60 31.69 33.78 35.86

ASSIST. PUBLIC PROP.  DIRECTOR 23.78 24.56 25.33 26.10 26.87 27.64 28.41 29.18 29.95
PUBLIC PROP. MAINTENANCE WORKER 16.96 17.98 18.99 20.00 21.01 22.02 23.03 24.05 25.06

POSITION 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
STREET FOREMAN 25.89 26.83 27.78 28.73 29.68 30.63 31.58 32.53 33.48
STREET MAINT. WORKER III 20.89 21.70 22.51 23.32 24.14 24.95 25.76 26.57 27.39
STREET MAINT. WORKER II 18.63 19.44 20.25 21.07 21.88 22.69 23.50 24.32 25.13
STREET MAINT. WORKER I 18.06 18.63 19.19 19.76 20.32 20.89 21.45 22.02 22.58

RECYCLING WORKER 11.47 12.09 12.72 13.34 13.97 14.59 15.22 15.84 16.47
BURN SITE ASSISTANT 11.47 12.09 12.72 13.34 13.97 14.59 15.22 15.84 16.47

FACILITY MAINTENANCE SUPERV 26.89 27.99 29.09 30.20 31.30 32.40 33.50 34.61 35.71
WW TRMT / SANITARY SYS OPER 22.39 23.31 24.23 25.16 26.08 27.01 27.93 28.85 29.78
SENIOR UTIL. MAINT. WORKER II 24.65 25.72 26.78 27.84 28.90 29.96 31.03 32.09 33.15
UTIL MAINT. WORKER II 23.37 24.46 25.54 26.63 27.72 28.80 29.89 30.98 32.06
UTIL MAINT. WORKER I 21.20 22.08 22.96 23.84 24.73 25.61 26.49 27.37 28.26

2023-2024  (EFFECTIVE 1ST FULL PAY PERIOD FOLLOWING OCTOBER 1, 2023)

CLERICAL (HOURLY)

LABOR & TRADES  (HOURLY)

LABOR & TRADES  (HOURLY)



SUMMER SEASONAL LABORER 14.58 15.16

POOL MANAGER 13.68 13.99 14.31 14.62 14.93 15.24 15.55 15.87 16.18
ASST. POOL MANAGER 11.82 12.10 12.37 12.65 12.92 13.20 13.47 13.75 14.02
SWIM PROGRAM COORDINATOR 11.52 11.78 12.04 12.31 12.57 12.83 13.10 13.36 13.62
POOL LIFEGUARD 11.21 11.36 11.52 11.67 11.82 11.98 12.13 12.29 12.44
POOL OFFICE/CONCESSIONS 11.21 11.36 11.52 11.67 11.82 11.98 12.13 12.29 12.44
WATER SAFETY INSTR. 11.21 11.36 11.52 11.67 11.82 11.98 12.13 12.29 12.44
WATER SAFETY INSTR. AIDE 7.46 7.54 7.62 7.70 7.78 7.86 7.94 8.01 8.09

POSITION 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
POLICE SERGEANT 29.34 30.47 31.60 32.73 33.87 35.00 36.13 37.26 38.39
POLICE OFFICER II 28.17 28.95 29.73 30.50 31.28 32.05 32.83 33.61 34.38
POLICE OFFICER I 25.91 26.70 27.49 28.28 29.07 29.86 30.66 31.45 32.24
ADM/SEC RECORDS CLK PD 18.08 18.93 19.78 20.62 21.47 22.32 23.17 24.01 24.86
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER 15.76 16.58 17.40 18.22 19.03 19.85 20.67 21.49 22.30

POSITION 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 10,925 11,208 11,491 11,773 12,056 12,338 12,621 12,903 13,186
CHIEF OF POLICE 7,135 7,357 7,578 7,799 8,021 8,242 8,463 8,685 8,906
CITY ENGINEER 6,827 7,111 7,396 7,680 7,964 8,249 8,533 8,817 9,102
POLICE CAPTAIN 6,209 6,362 6,516 6,669 6,823 6,976 7,130 7,283 7,436
ELECTRIC SUPERINTENDENT 8,001 8,249 8,498 8,747 8,996 9,244 9,493 9,742 9,991
PUBLIC PROPERTIES DIRECTOR 5,826 6,003 6,181 6,358 6,535 6,712 6,889 7,067 7,244
CITY CLERK/HR DIRECTOR 5,744 6,023 6,302 6,581 6,859 7,138 7,417 7,696 7,975
W/WWTW DIRECTOR 5,523 5,858 6,194 6,529 6,865 7,200 7,536 7,871 8,207
STREET SUPERINTENDENT 5,700 5,899 6,098 6,297 6,496 6,695 6,894 7,094 7,293
FINANCE DIRECTOR/TREASURER 7,356 7,614 7,871 8,129 8,387 8,645 8,903 9,161 9,419
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 5,052 5,204 5,356 5,508 5,660 5,812 5,964 6,116 6,268
DEPUTY TREASURER 4,852 4,987 5,122 5,258 5,393 5,528 5,663 5,798 5,934
GOLF COURSE GROUNDS SUPERINTENDENT 4,852 4,953 5,054 5,154 5,255 5,356 5,457 5,558 5,658
BLDG/ZONING/CODE ENFORCEMENT 4,946 5,099 5,252 5,405 5,558 5,712 5,865 6,018 6,171
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WELLNESS CENTER 4,852 4,953 5,054 5,154 5,255 5,356 5,457 5,558 5,658
ASSISTANT RECREATION DIRECTOR 3,526 3,734 3,943 4,151 4,359 4,567 4,775 4,983 5,192
GOLF SHOP MANAGER 3,392 3,519 3,647 3,775 3,902 4,030 4,158 4,286 4,413
ASST LIBRARY DIRECTOR 3,384 3,533 3,682 3,831 3,980 4,129 4,278 4,427 4,576
CIVIC CENTER MANAGER 3,590 3,639 3,687 3,736 3,784 3,833 3,882 3,930 3,979

POLICE (HOURLY)

SUPERVISORY, TECHNICAL, ADMINISTRATIVE  (MONTHLY)



8. Consideration of an Updated Organizational Chart - City Administrator Butcher
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Approved 
October 3, 2023
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NOTE: The chain of command for each department may vary slightly from the graphic above. This is 
merely an attempt to identify each position established in the City of Seward salary schedule.
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NOTE: The chain of command for each department may vary slightly from the graphic above. This is 
merely an attempt to identify each position established in the City of Seward salary schedule.



9. Approval of Audit Engagement Letter with AMGL to Conduct the City's Annual 
Audit - City Administrator Butcher

























10. Update on the Wellness Center - City Administrator Butcher
CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT



CITY ADMINISTRATORS REPORT – 10/3/23

• Monitoring a number of street projects on East Seward/Evergreen (construction), design on East 
Hillcrest, and drainage near Park Street & Bradford Street (construction).

• Water Tower project underway, working on final paint design.
• Assisting City Attorney with a number of real estate items and related matters.
• Assisted with Civic Center items and issues, working with Commission on Building Renovation next 

steps. Working on getting sewer information for restroom remodels and sewer upgrades.
• Reviewed additional DTR items and worked with applicants on needed documents.
• Continued to work with RDG Planning to complete blight study.
• Working with Wellness Center Executive Director Brase on numerous items and follow ups.
• Assisted with onboard new Finance Director/Treasurer Cydnee Golden.
• Worked extensively on City budget. 
• Attended and presented at the post card tax joint public hearing on September 20th.
• Reviewed water and wastewater items for Eaton Drummer Boulevard and the Bradford Stormwater 

Projects.
• Reviewed payroll items with staff and police department.
• Met with SCCDP and Magical Lights LLC about Illuminate Seward status, and future.
• Attended League of Nebraska Municipalities Conference in Lincoln with Mayor Eickmeier (9/28-9/29).

The departments are working on the following projects to name a few:

Police Department
• Working to hire Police Officer I.
• Chief and Wiedemeyer to attend POAN (10/1/-10/4)
• Annual EVO (Emergency Vehicle Operation) Training

City Clerk/Human Resources/City Hall
• Izaak Walton-Hwy 15 bid opening at 10am on Sept. 28.
• New goal sheets due Oct. 6 & scored goal sheets due Oct. 13 for Employee Evals.
• Collecting the last of the signoffs for the Employee Personal Handbook.
• Advertised position and review to occur 10/13 for police officer opening.

Water/Wastewater Department
• Goals/Performance Reviews.
• Pool winterization and meeting.
• Clean clarifiers.
• 14th Street leak by pool.

Parks and Rec/Cemetery/Golf/Pool
• Work on targets this week.
• Planting trees at the Golf Course.
• Irrigation maintenance.
• Ballfield and mower maintenance.

Civic Center
• Clark/Enerson were here last Monday taking more measurements and photos for renovation.
• Working on Civic Center Rules & Regulations.
• Looking for part-time help.

Electric Department
• Work with contractor on substations and switch out breakers.
• Work on streetlights.



• Ironwood transformer relocation.
• Work on metering.

Street Department
• Open Chestnut.
• Hot mix patch work.
• Mow R.O.W.

Library
• Eval meetings with staff all week.
• Eclipse webinar.
• Material ordering.

Building Inspection/Planning Department
• Seward Apts. TIF & public hearings for Planning Commission on Oct. 9.
• Wellness Center: Civil plans returned for corrections. Sampson Construction submitted building 

permit. Need to complete the subdivision agreement and submit for approval by City Council.
• Clarified screening and landscaping code with Rega Engineering for Seward apartments. They are 

near completion of plans for submittal.
• Researching surrounding community ordinances for lots under one acre for stormwater.

Engineering
• Curb inlets, 36” storm sewer, review 8” sanitary sewer change order and temp easements for 

Bradford St.
• Box culvert wall top slab (pour next Mon.), temporary easements for Park St.
• Storm sewer at Evergreen, seeding, flumes at Hwy 34, ALLO/Charter/Spectrum/Windstream 

relocation for E. Seward St. (County)
• Altitude valve/submittal 012 issues, change order #1 for the water tower.
• Izaak Walton & Hwy 15 intersection bid date is Sept. 28.
• Plans for soil surcharge, NDEE approval of storm diversion for WWTP Upgrade.

Finance Dept.
• Official budget public hearing 9/26 with City Council. Approved budget 9/29 and submitted.
• Received packet from auditors and will start gathering requested items.
• Caselle update.

Seward Wellness Center
• Normal meetings/communication with equipment vendors.
• Shared the updated cash flow chart with banks to continue looking into the financing options.



FUTURE REQUESTS FOR COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS OR ADMINSTRATIVE 
ACTION
ANNOUNCEMENT OF UPCOMING EVENTS
STRATEGY SESSION
1. Strategy Session with City Attorney for Contract Negotiations Related to the Seward 

Wellness Center - City Attorney Hoffschneider
2. Strategy Session with City Attorney for Real Estate at the Seward Rail Campus - City 

Attorney Hoffschneider
MOTION TO ADJOURN

_____________________________________________________________________________
I, Derek Bargmann, the duly appointed qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Seward, Nebraska, 

hereby certify that the foregoing Notice of Meeting and Agenda for such meeting has been posted in the following 
places: Seward City Hall, Seward Municipal Building, Seward County Courthouse, Seward Memorial Library and 
CityofSewardNE.gov

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand officially and affixed the seal of the City.

____________________________________ ________________________
Derek Bargmann, City Clerk Date
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	Seward Electric Rate Ordinance Oct 2023
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