
Tuesday, July 18, 2023                         7:00 PM Municipal Building Council Chambers

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the City Council of the City of Seward, Nebraska will be held at 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, July 18, 2023, in the Council Chambers, 142 N 7th Street, Seward, Nebraska in which the 
meeting will be open to the public. The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to adjourn into Closed Session as 
per Section 84-1410 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes. An Agenda for such meeting, kept continually current, is 
available at the Office of the City Clerk, 537 Main Street, Seward, Nebraska, during normal business hours. 
Individuals requiring physical or sensory accommodations, who desire to attend or participate, please contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at 402.643.2928 no later than 3:30 PM on the Friday preceding the Council Meeting.

City financial claims and related invoices will be available for Council member review, audit and voluntary signatures 
at the meeting location beginning 30 minutes prior to the scheduled meeting time.

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
DISCLOSURE OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT & OTHER NOTIFICATIONS
This is an Open Meeting of the Seward Nebraska Governing Body. The City of Seward 
abides by the Nebraska Open Meetings Act in conducting business. A copy of the 
Nebraska Open Meetings Act is displayed on the north wall of this meeting room facility 
as required. Disclosure of meeting recording processes is posted in the Meeting Room. A 
participant sign-in sheet is available for use by any Citizen addressing the Council. 
Presenters shall approach the podium, state their name & address for the Clerk’s record 
and are asked to limit remarks to five minutes. All remarks shall be directed to the Mayor 
who shall determine by whom any appropriate response shall be made. The City of Seward 
reserves the right to adjust the order of items on this Agenda if necessary and may elect to 
take action on any of the items listed.
ROLL CALL
CONSENT AGENDA
1. City Codes Director Report

 

CITY OF SEWARD
City Council 

Regular Meeting
Agenda 



CURRENT YEAR:  June 2023 LAST YEAR:  June 2022

Permits Quantity Permit Fee Valuation Permits Quantity Permit Fee Valuation

NEW CONST. 5 10,982.80$           1,519,504.43$           NEW CONST. 1 1,296.25$       290,000.00$        

REMODEL/ADDIT. 24 2,199.20$             472,307.28$              REMODEL/ADDIT. 14 2,389.05$       624,878.00$        

ACCESSORY 21 7,217.83$             26,815.25$                ACCESSORY 15 4,271.46$       85,506.00$          

RELOCATE 70 3,746.00$             990,256.60$              RELOCATE 27 1,433.00$       345,470.14$        

ELECTRIC  ELECTRIC  -$                -$                     

PLUMBING 17 1,070.00$             PLUMBING 16 1,611.00$       -$                     

MECHANICAL 15 2,115.00$             MECHANICAL 13 3,303.00$       -$                     

SEWER TAP 5 1,250.00$             SEWER TAP 0 -$                -$                     

WATER TAP 5 4,770.00$             WATER TAP 0 -$                -$                     

TEMP. ELEC. 5 250.00$                TEMP. ELEC. 0 -$                -$                     

ELECTRIC SER. 5 1,000.00$             ELECTRIC SER. 1 400.00$          -$                     

TOTALS 172 34,600.83$           3,008,883.56$           TOTALS 87 14,703.76$     1,345,854.14$     

YEAR TO DATE January to December 2023 YEAR TO DATE January to December 2022

Permits Quantitiy Permit Fee Valuation Permits Quantity Permit Fee Valuation

NEW CONST. 17 36,545.86$           5,575,127.53$           NEW CONST. 16 40,327.44$     6,176,434.34$     

REMODEL/ADDIT. 109 14,037.34$           3,793,718.05$           REMODEL/ADDIT. 47 79,088.96$     54,905,396.05$   

ACCESSORY 71 10,689.33$           250,849.31$              ACCESSORY 83 8,644.83$       301,189.00$        

RELOCATE 297 19,115.00$           6,393,159.79$           RELOCATE 40 2,008.00$       466,615.11$        

ELECTRIC  -$                      -$                           ELECTRIC  -$                -$                     

PLUMBING 62 4,695.00$             -$                           PLUMBING 77 6,974.00$       -$                     

MECHANICAL 58 15,831.00$           -$                           MECHANICAL 42 5,753.00$       -$                     

SEWER TAP 16 4,000.00$             -$                           SEWER TAP 14 3,500.00$       -$                     

WATER TAP 16 17,729.00$           -$                           WATER TAP 14 12,959.00$     -$                     

TEMP. ELEC. 14 700.00$                -$                           TEMP. ELEC. 8 400.00$          -$                     

ELECTRIC SER. 16 3,300.00$             -$                           ELECTRIC SER. 15 4,000.00$       -$                     

TOTALS 676 126,642.53$         16,012,854.68$         TOTALS 356 163,655.23$   61,849,634.50$   



OPEN Property Maintenance Code Violation Report 

Updated 7-8-2023

Property 

Address
Violation Type Deadline Owner Information Delivery Type Status

2023

437 S 6th 

Street
Weeds, trash, litter 7/4/2023 Verlin Miller

In Person to 

tenant/Certified 

Mail

CSO Arena spoke with the tenants. Mr. Miller spoke 

with CSO Arena in response to the letter. The 

propoerty was mowed and cleared of weeds and 

brush, debris was removed.

406 N 7th 

St
Weeds 7/4/2023 Wess & Shannon Robotham

Posted/Certified 

Mail
CSO Arena posted the notice of violations

545 N 6th Weeds 7/4/2023 Mark Smith
Posted/Certified 

Mail

Joe Smith (son) called, Mark is ill so Joe will mow 

and clear brush this week by Thursday 7-13

CSO Arena posted the notice of violations

937 Elm St Weeds and Litter 7/4/2023 Kelvin and Theresa Bick

In 

Person/Certified 

Mail

Sherdon called the office needing an extension, CSO 

arean will inspect the property Tuesday 7-11 for 

progress.

CSO Arena made contact with Kelvin, property 

owner, and informed him of the violations.

923 Elm St Weeds and Litter 7/4/2023 Sherdon Bick
Posted/Certified 

Mail

CSO Arena made contact with the son Kelvin who 

resides at the residence. 

530 N 5th  

St
Trash, litter, junk, weeds 7/4/2023 Jeremy & Nicole Martin

Phone 

Call/Posted/Cert

ified Mail

Jeremy called the office and requested an extension 

until Tuesday 7-11, CSO Arena will verify completion 

Tuesday

CSO Arena made contact via phone with Jeremy 

Martin. He is aware of the situation. He is out of town 

till the 3rd.

434 S 2nd

Junk in the yard, travel 

trailers with doors open 

and windows knocked out

6/20/2023 Stephen Storjohn
Posted/Certified 

Mail

Staff met with the County Attorney to begin 

prosecution of a nuisance violation and to begin 

abatement. County Attorney suggested we meet with 

the City Attorney to start civil proceedings. Meeting 

Tuesday 7-11.

CSO Arena made contact in person regarding the 

vehicle in the ROW and the items in the yard. 6-15-

23 Notice and orders was hand delivered and sent 

certified mail to remove junk items, storage 

container, and clear off the sidewalk. Notice and 

orders deadline was 6-20-23 at 11:00 a.m. No 

progress has been made. 6-21-23 Storjohn was cited 

by CSO Arena and towed the camper that was in the 

ROW. 



OPEN Property Maintenance Code Violation Report 

1288 

Cottonwood

Dogs/Junk mowers, 

mattresses
7/7/2023 James Anderson In Person

CSO Arena made contact with the owner. It was 

explained their daughter comes to visit and brings 2 

dogs. The currently have 4 with one very old dog. 

The owner has until the 7th to clean up the junk lawn 

mowers and mattresses cleaned up

317 S 3rd 

St
Grass/Weeds 6/16/2023 Cottonwood Rentals Phone

CSO Arena will make contact with the owner. A 

contractor has been using that lot for staging and 

there is currenlty rock and rebar laying in the grass. 

She has asked said contractor to remove it so her 

mowing company can come in and take care of the 

grass/weed.

746 N 4th Grass/Weeds 6/9/2023 Emma Krause Phone

COS Arena made contact with Reed Krause. He lives 

in North Platte and will be contracting a local 

company to mow. He has until 6-9-23. Reed Krause 

stated it will be mowed today 6-9-23. 6-13-23 verifed 

it was mowed

1115 N 

Columbia

Protective treatment, 

decayed siding, soffits 

and facsias, decayed roof

5/30/2023

Lorri Canning

1115  N Columbia

Seward NE 68434

Certified 

mail/Left on 

Front door

CSO Arena made contact via phone with the 

homeowner stating he left the letter on her front door, 

to read it, and then call the Building & Zoning 

Department with any questions

A letter dated 5-23-31 refusing an inspection was 

received.

A second notice was sent 6-9-23 for the structural 

issues and a notice to abate for the grass and weeds. 

6-13-23 was the deadline for the abatement of grass. 

No progress has been made

1048 N 1st
Busted garage door, 

deck, trees, shrubs

Erich Helge

912 Country Club Dr

Seward NE 68434

In Person

CSO Arena made 2nd contact Tuesday May 9th, 

property owner was out of town. Hot tub and trees will 

be removed weekend of May 13th. No comment on 

damaged garage door. CSO Shannon Arena 

contacted the property owner. Owner said he was 

working on it and would have it cleaned up weekend 

of May 6th. 6-7-23 some progress has been made. 

We received another complaint on 6-19. He will have 

till the 21st to to get it done. 

530 N 5th  

St

Trash, Junk left at 

property
Jeremy & Nicole Martin Phone Call

Shannon Arena, CSO made contact. The owner said 

he would clean it up over the weekend. Officer Arena, 

checked back on Monday and there was small 

things. Everything is now cleaned up.



OPEN Property Maintenance Code Violation Report 

716 N 7th 

St

Fire damage, weeds, 

vehicles, decayed roof, 

decayed cellar entrance

4/10/2023 Dennis & Willa Taylor
Mail/In Person 

by PD

5-2-23 Exterior fire damage has been repaired and 

clean up in the yard continues. Cellar door is still in 

the works.

4-6-23 Willa Taylor delivered a work timeline for 

repair of the structure. Exterior wall fire damage 

repair has been weathertighted, Roof is being 

replaced week of 4-10-23, the cellar door enclosure 

is being ordered, Fast Freddy Plumbing will be 

repairing the plumbing isuues, the excess vehicles 

have been removed from the property and clean up 

remains on going.

Police Chief Peters and Building Director Dworak met 

with Dennis and Willa Taylor and discussed the 

situation. A 60 day notice for yard clean up and 

construction action plan was delivered. Upon follow 

up inspection, vehicles have been removed, a full 

dumpster was in the driveway and clean up had 

begun

716 N 7th Vehicles, weeds 1/26/2023 Dennis & Willa Taylor Letter

Shannon Arena, CSO has verfied the vehicles, 

weeds, and the water service has not been turned 

back on



2. City Treasurer Report







































3. Claims & Payables Reports



CLAIMS LIST
7-18-23

COUNCIL MEETING

Abbreviations: BE, Benefits; BU, Building Upkeep; CI, Capital Improvements; DO, Donations; EQ, 
Equipment; EX, Expense; FA, Fixed Asset; GS, Gas; GU, Ground Upkeep; IT, Technology; IV, Inventory; 
MA, Maintenance; MC, Miscellaneous; MH, Merchandise; MI, Mileage; ML, Meals; MS, Memberships; 
OI, Oil;  OP, Operations; PO, Postage; PU, Publications; RE, Repairs; RI, Reimbursement; SA, Salaries, SE, 
Services; SL, Sales; ST, Sales Tax; SU, Supplies; TG, Training; TO, Tools; TR, Transfer; UN, Uniforms; UT, 
Utilities. 

Ackerman, Taylor MC 400.00
All Copy Products Inc MA 18.27
ADE SU 157.22
AKRS Equipment Inc RE 347.09
Allegiant Utility Service FA 206.28
Amazon Business SU 251.42
Aqua-Chem Inc MA 3,758.73
Badger Meter SE 233.11
Bizco Technologies IT 5,998.62
Black Hills Energy UT 4,219.35
Border States Industries SU 414.62
Capital Business-Cheyenne MA 0.16
City Seward Buildings/Gr RI 3,000.00
City Seward General Fund TR 303,840.39
City Seward Library Petty PO 243.85
City Seward Merchant Serv SE 4,037.11
City Seward Payroll Accou SA 224,620.14
City Seward Perpetual Fd SL 1,050.00
Constellation Newenergy UT 61.79
Essig West LLC MC 540.00
Exchange Bank FA 3,300.00
Faller Landscape GU 777.60
Farmers Coop Seward GS 4,534.82
Fast Mart GS 31.72
Fastenal Company BU 720.62
G & P Development Landfil SE 26.58
Galls LLC UN 658.84
Gehring Construction CI 91,729.64
Gene Steffy Auto Group FA 38,124.00
Gerhold Concrete Co Inc SU 573.99
Great Plains Communicatio SE 490.00
Hach Company SU 788.00
Hawkins Inc SU 1,876.15
HireRight LLC SE 53.05
Hofpar Dave MC 150.00
Homerun BBQ ML 1,845.00
Hoopla/Midwest Tape MS 1,000.00
Husker Electric Supply Co SU 1,794.72
JEO Consulting Group FA 16,501.85



K & Z Distributing SU 1,307.40
Last Mile Network Consult IT 90.00
Lee's Refrigeration BU 1,540.39
Lincoln Journal-Star MS 741.00
Lincoln Winwater Works RE 16.13
Maguire Iron Inc CI 377,150.00
Memorial Health-Drug SE 70.00
Mid-American Benefits Inc BE 627.31
Midwest Auto Parts SU 145.45
Midwest Laboratories Inc MA 1,453.04
Municipal Supply Omaha IV 2,038.47
Nebrascut Lawn Care GU 660.05
Nebraska Generator RE 846.90
Nebraska Golf Association MS 23.00
Nebraska Notary Associati MS 155.80
Nebraska Power Review Boa MS 1,390.01
Nebraska Pub Pow-Desmoine UT 612,121.54
Nebraska Star Beef Co Llc MH 64.80
Nebraska Treasurer OP 21.96
Norris Public Power Distr UT 1,837.47
Olsson CI 10,331.95
One Call Concepts Inc SE 315.64
One Source Background Che SE 105.00
O'Reilly Automotive Inc SU 144.53
Pac 'N' Save Discount Foo ML 3,680.51
Paper Tiger Shredding SE 60.00
Pipher Jim SE 375.00
Pitney Bowes Inc MA 134.52
Pollak Douglas W RI 77.73
PSHRA SE 126.00
Quality Brands Of Lincoln SU 2,949.91
Quill Corp SU 17.48
Riverside Portables LLC SE 365.00
Ronne Dillan MC 1,200.00
Roth Landon SE 550.00
Sackschewsky Timothy MC 1,200.00
Sargent Drilling Inc FA 256,458.00
Schemmer Architects Engin CI 44,380.34
Seiler Instrument & Mfg FA 260.00
Seward Airport Authority MC 950.00
Seward Co Chamber/Develop EX 760.00
Seward County Clerk/Reg D SE 159.00
Seward County EMA SU 27.00
Seward County Independent PU 954.21
Seward County Treasurer SE 19,433.67
Seward Kiwanis Club SU 45.00
Seward Lumber & Home Cent BU 1,649.26
Seward Public Schools MC 29.50
Seward Wind LLC UT 26,571.47
Short Elliott Hendrickson CI 185,485.78



Siteone Landscape Supply GU 23.18
Spickelmier & Son Inc SE 6,880.00
Sports Express SU 16.00
State Distributing Co SU 495.03
Subsurface Solutions EQ 553.50
Summit Fire Protection BU 444.00
That Tuning Guy SE 355.00
The Sprinkler Guy SE 160.00
Total Tool Supply Inc RE 162.52
Tractor Supply SU 329.81
Traffic Safety Warehouse SU 2,035.00
Transunion Risk SE 75.00
Uribe Refuse Services Inc SE 220.00
Verizon Wireless SE 352.27
Wesco Distribution Inc IV 17,231.18
White Cap CI 4,589.50
Windstream Nebraska Inc SE 1,678.09
York Equipment RE 19.64

CLAIMS TOTAL $2,315,091.67



4. Police Department Report



City of Seward
Police Department

Monthly Statistics
 June 2023

Service Calls 617

Accidents 11

Arrests 9

Citations 35

Warnings 77

Parking Tickets 11

**Does not include red tag warnings, yellow tag warnings or verbal warnings**



5. Annual Publication of Salaries in Accordance with Section 19-1102 of the Nebraska 
State Statute



CLASS TITLE PAY RANGE

Utility Billing/Customer Services Rep 1 $21.65/hr
Payroll Clerk 0 NA
Administrative Asst 1 $23.60/hr
Mun. Bldg. Admin. Asst. 1 $21.61/hr
Aging Serv. Commission Asst. 1 $24.06/hr
Library Assistant II/Social Media/IT 1 $18.57/hr
PT Library Assistant I 4 $14.51-15.18/hr
PT Library Clerk I 7 $11.04-11.72/hr
PT Civic Center Assistant 6 $10.83-11.28/hr
Custodian 2 $14.89-15.74/hr
Electric Line Crew Chief 1 $53.17/hr
Electric Journeyman Lineman 4 $50.42-50.86/hr
Electric Lineman 1 $37.36/hr
Seasonal Electric Groundman 1 $21.13/hr
Utilities Locator 1 $28.60/hr
PT Meter Maintenance Utility Worker 1 $25.12/hr
Public Properties Maintenance Worker 5 $16.39-24.33/hr
Seasonal Summer Laborer 9 $14.09-14.65/hr
Seasonal Golf Shop Employee 8 $10.86-12.30/hr
Asst. Pub. Prop. Director 1 $29.12/hr
Street Maint. Worker III 1 $26.54/hr
Street Maint. Worker II 3 $21.94-23.57/hr
Street Maint. Worker I 1 $19.09/hr
Street Division Foreman 1 $28.86/hr
PT Recycling Worker 2 $13.49-14.10/hr
PT Burn Site Assistant 1 $12.89/hr
Facility Maint. Supervisor 1 $33.58/hr
Wastewater Treatment/Water Plant Operator 1 $26.11/hr
Senior Utility Maint. Worker II 1 $32.85/hr
Utility Maint. Worker II 2 $26.86-29.04/hr
Utility Maint. Worker I 1 $23.91/hr
Seasonal Pool Manager 2 $15.33/hr
Seasonal Pool Asst. Manager 4 $11.69-13.55/hr
Seasonal Pool Lifeguard / Office Worker 44 $10.83-11.87/hr
Seasonal Pool Swim Prog Coordinator 1 $12.75/hr
Seasonal Pool Water Safety Instructor 2 $12.02/hr
Seasonal Pool Water Safety Instruct. Aide 10 $7.21/hr
Police Sergeant 2 $34.54-37.33/hr
Police Officer II 5 $31.01-33.48/hr
Police Officer I 2 $27.33-30.39/hr
Admin. Secretary/Records Clerk 1 $24.64/hr
Community Service Officer 1 $20.76/hr
City Administrator 1 $12,484/mo
Chief of Police 1 $8,440/mo
City Engineer 1 $8,801/mo
Police Captain 1 $6,927/mo
Electric Superintendent 1 $9,813/mo
Public Properties Director 1 $7,058/mo
City Clerk/Human Resources Director 1 $6,092/mo
Water/Wastewater Director 1 $6,956/mo
Street Superintendent 1 $6,559/mo
Finance Director/Treasurer 0 NA
Library Director 1 $6,181/mo
Deputy Treasurer 1 $4,973/mo
Golf Course Grounds Supt. 1 $5,488/mo
Bldg./Zoning/Code Enforcement Director 1 $5,671/mo
Executive Director Wellness Center 1 $5,273/mo
Asst. Recreation Director 1 $4,824/mo
Golf Shop Manager 1 $4,158/mo
Asst. Library Director 1 $3,708/mo
Civic Center Manager 1 $3,565/mo
Mayor 1 $5,000/yr
Councilmember 8 $2,400/yr

SALARY CERTIFICATION LIST  (UPDATED JULY, 2023)
Publication of Salaries: Nebraska Rev. Statutes § 19-1102

NO. OF 
EMPLOYEES



6. Draft Minutes of July 5, 2023, City Council Meeting



July 5, 2023

1

The Seward City Council met at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 5, 2023, with Mayor Joshua Eickmeier presiding 
and City Clerk Derek Bargmann recording the proceedings. Upon roll call, the following Councilmembers were 
present: Megan Kahler, Jessica Kolterman (arrived at 7:03 p.m.), Karl Miller, Matt Stryson, Tatum Tonniges, Rich 
Wergin, Jonathon Wilken. Councilmembers Absent: John Singleton. Other officials present: City Administrator Greg 
Butcher, City Engineer Mike Oneby, and Police Sergeant Russ Frazey.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof, and Mayor Eickmeier announced that a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act and tonight’s agenda is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to members of the public. 
Mayor Eickmeier led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

CONSENT AGENDA CONSIDERATION ITEMS
The following Consent Agenda items were approved in one single motion made by Councilmember Stryson, 

seconded by Councilmember Wergin. 
1. Claims & Payables Report (totaling $758,805.02)
2. Draft Minutes of June 20, 2023, Council Meeting

Aye: Kahler, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Wilken.
Nay: None. Absent: Kolterman, Singleton. Motion carried.

Councilmember Kolterman arrived at 7:03 p.m.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. CONSIDERATION OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE SCHEMMER ASSOCIATES FOR DESIGN 
ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE IZAAK WALTON AND HIGHWAY 15 INTERSECTION PROJECT

City Engineer Oneby noted that the area on the west side of the Izaak Walton and Highway 15 intersection 
had been designed incorrectly and posed a hazard to commuters. Specifically, the turn radius is too tight and the lane 
too narrow to allow for efficient travel. The purpose of the design will rectify these issues and to allow for a more 
effective alternate route for truck traffic to avoid the downtown area. Construction of this project is set to begin in 
Fall of 2023 or early spring of 2024.

Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Stryson, to approve a professional services 
agreement with The Schemmer Associates for the Izaak Walton and Highway 15 Intersection Project.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Wilken.
Nay: None. Absent: Singleton. Motion carried.

2. AWARD THREE-YEAR GARBAGE COLLECTION BID FROM URIBE REFUSE FOR SERVICES PROVIDED TO CITY OF 
SEWARD FACILITIES

City Clerk Bargmann indicated the City was fast approaching the end of the current agreement for garbage 
services with Uribe Refuse. A request for quote was submitted to local carriers with only Uribe Refuse responding. As 
such, the recommendation is to award garbage services of City facilities to Uribe for a period from October 1, 2023, 
through September 30, 2026.

Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman, to award garbage collection 
services of City facilities to Uribe Refuse for the October 1, 2023, through September 30, 2026, period.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Wilken.
Nay: None. Absent: Singleton. Motion carried.

3. CONSIDERATION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE UPPER BIG BLUE NATURAL 
RESOURCES DISTRICT FOR THE SEWARD HIKING AND BIKING TRAIL

City Administrator Butcher explained the amendment would extend the existing interlocal agreement with 
the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District to June 30, 2027, for the trail project with no alterations.

Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Kahler, to approve the amendment with the 
Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District for the Seward hiking and biking trail as presented.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Wilken.
Nay: None. Absent: Singleton. Motion carried.

4. AWARD COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION PROGRAM (21DTR011) 
FORGIVABLE LOANS



July 5, 2023

2

Mr. Butcher reported the application for consideration was the last to be submitted during the downtown 
revitalization funding process. The Downtown Revitalization Committee approved the application unanimously for an 
amount of funding up to $50,000. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has approved the plans.

A. SHANNON MEYER, 606 SEWARD STREET – UP TO $50,000.00 (75% OF PROJECT)  
Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman, to approve the award of up to 

$50,000.00 to Shannon Meyer (606 Seward Street)  as presented.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Wilken.
Nay: None. Absent: Singleton. Motion carried.

5. UPDATE ON THE WELLNESS CENTER
Mr. Butcher communicated the equipment is currently being sourced for the facility. A presentation of the 

design is expected at the July 18th meeting. Platting and land rezone items should be presented to the Council in the 
near future.

6. UPDATE ON THE 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION
Mr. Butcher opined that from the City operations aspect, the celebration went smoothly. Councilmember 

Kolterman expressed relief the fireworks show was able to be held despite the early evening thunderstorms.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Stryson, that City Administrator Butcher’s 

report of July 5, 2023, be accepted.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Wilken.
Nay: None. Absent: Singleton. Motion carried.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Kahler, that the July 5, 2023, City Council 

Meeting be adjourned. 
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin. Wilken.
Nay: None. Absent: Singleton. Motion carried.

Adjourned approximately 7:23 p.m.
THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

________________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

_________________________________
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk



PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. Public Hearing - 7:00 PM - Consideration of a Variance from City Codes 325-3.3 and 

325-3.4, Mandatory Hook-Up to Public Sewers, for Summit Contracting - 
Building/Zoning & Code Enf. Director Dworak



L 

City of Seward  Planning Commission 

Application for Variance 

Applicant: Summit Contracting Inc Date:6/5/2023 Fee: $100.00 Notification: $100.00

Address: 1217 Izaak Walton Rd Phone: (402) 318-8433 Total Due: $ 200.00

Legal Description: Seward Knox Addition Lot 1

Present/Future use of Property: Present - undeveloped farm ground. Future home of

Summit Contracting office and Shop building 

Zoning District: Comm Site Plan Attached:IVIYesONo 

This is a request for a variance from Section 325-3 .4 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

A. The existing situation is: The site plan for this property has the purposed office

and shop buildings next to Izaak Walton Rd and the public water and sewer

running through the lot on the south end of the property. This distance

represents roughly 1,000' of private sewer line needed to full fill 325-3.4. 

B. Granting of this petition would permit: Granting this variance to allow a septic tank

would reduce the cost of infrastructure by $65,000. This savings will allow

Summit Contracting to alocate these funds to the private water line cost of $150,000 and 

to develop our home base in Seward much faster. 

NEBRASKA STATE STATUES STATE IN PART THAT: "NO VARIACNE SHALL BE AUTHORIZED UNLESS THE 

BOARD FINDS THAT THE CONDITION OR SITUATION OF THE PROPERTY CONCERNED OR THE INTEDED 

USE OF THE PROERPTY IS NOT SO GENERAL OR RECURRING A NATURE AS TO MAKE REASONABLY 

PRACTICABLE THE FORMULATION OF A GENERAL REGULATION TO BE ADOPTED AS AN AMENDMENT TO 

THE ZONING REGULATIONS." 









6/20/2023


Financial Feasibility Study of the Sanitary Sewer for Summit Contracting, Inc. in Seward, NE


Material take offs and time to complete the job of installing the sanitary sewer for Summit 
Contracting, Inc. was completed by using the civil engineered plans completed by Stockwell Engineers, 
Inc.  The plans call for 1,069 feet of 8” PVC SDR 35 Sanitary Sewer Pipe and 282 feet of 6” PVC SDR 35 
Sanitary Sewer Pipe to tap into the sanitary sewer line on the South end of the property owned by the 
City of Seward 1,000 feet away.  The plan also called for five 48” Sanitary Sewer Manholes and Pipe  
Bedding Materials.  Our estimate to excavate, install, and backfill to the specs of the plans is $99,033.77. 


The estimate excludes permits, bonds, moving existing utilities, removing non packable dirt, hauling in 
packable dirt, dewatering, and staking elevations. 


	 To conserve the overall infrastructure cost, John Southwick with Summit Contracting asked 
about installing a septic tank with a lateral leach field.  At that time Aaron Beauclair, Senior Project 
Engineer with JEO Engineers was contacted to analysis on the percolation test that was conducted on the 
site.  The percolation test and estimated load on the septic system (900 gal/day) fall within the 
parameters set forth by the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy Title 124 General 
Construction and Operating Permit GTS220000.  This permit does not  require any further Engineering to 
be conducted and the licensed contractor is able to design and install the septic system.  I have 
estimated the system that Summit Contracting will need at $30,000.00


	 Summit Contracting would gain $69,033.77 in their infrastructure budget by allowing a variance 
to the City of Seward building code requiring connection to the city sewer on site.  


Stutzman Digging & Excavating


Brett Stutzman – Owner








 

City of Seward Planning Commission     Staff Report  

142 N 7th St, Seward, NE 68434      Tim Dworak, Building/Zoning & 

  Code Enforcement Director 

 402-643-2928 opt 3 opt 1 

APPLICATION TYPE  FINAL ACTION?  DEVELOPER/OWNER 

Variance Summit Contracting/John Southwick 

 

PC HEARING DATE  RELATED APPLICATIONS PROPERTY ADDRESS, ZONING DISTRICT/USE 

July 10, 2023                                                                         1217 Izaak Walton Rd, AG, Industrial 

  

ADJACENT ZONING DISTRICTS/USE:   

North, AG, Agriculture – Arthur Knox 

East, I-2, Industrial – Tenneco Automotive Inc 

South, AG, Single Family Residential – Rodney & Carman Koranda 

West, I-2, Industrial – ABCFGS Holdings LLC 

 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 

A request for a variance of City Codes §325-3.3 and §325-3.4 to allow for a septic system as opposed to 

mandatory hook-up to city sewer. 

 

 



 

APPLICATION CONTACT 

John Southwick, C# 402-318-8433 

123 S 9th St, Seward, NE 68434. 

 

ANALYSIS 

Summit Contracting, Inc. has asked to be allowed to install a septic sewer system on their property because of 

the location and cost to connect to City Sewer. Seward City Code requires mandatory connection to sewer if it 

is available within 100 feet of the property (§ 325-3.4) and does not allow for septic systems with in the 

Corporate Limits (§ 325-3.3). The City Sewer is located along the south property line and the building site is 

planned for the north third of the property. In discussions with Staff, there are no plans to install city utilities 

along Izaak Walton Rd which would make utilities along the north side of the property available. Brandon Koll 

Water/Waste Water Director and Mike Oneby City Engineer are available should there be any questions for 

them. 

The notice of this Public Hearing was published in the Seward County Independent, letters were mailed to 

owners within 300 feet, and the subject land was posted. 

 

APPROXIMATE LAND AREA:  

15.71 acres or 684461.93 square feet +/- 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:   

A TRACT OF LAND IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH, RANGE 3 

EAST OF THE 6th PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, SEWARD COUNTY, NEBRASKA, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS; 

 
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER, SAID POINT   BEING 

133.03’ NORTH OF THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE WESTERLY 

PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER ON AN ASSIGNED BEARING OF N 

89°37’05"W 617.86’; THENCE NORTHERLY, N 0°39’27"E 1119.84’ TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH RIGHT OF 

WAY LINE FOR IZAAK WALTON ROAD; THENCE ON SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE, THENCE 

EASTERLY ON A CIRCULAR CURVE, TURNING IN A COUNTER CLOCKWISE DIRECTION, HAVING A 

RADIUS OF 10050.00’, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 3°27’38" AND AN ARC LENGTH OF 607.02’; THENCE 

EASTERLY, ON SAID CURVE,  HAVING A CHORD OF S 85°55’11"E 606.92’; THENCE EASTERLY, S 

89°39’21"E 11.13’, TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE 

SOUTHERLY ON THE SAID EAST LINE FOR THE  NEXT TWO  COURSES, S 0°39’04"W 1026.84’; 

THENCE S 0°45’12"W 75.02’, TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, SAID TRACT CONTAINING AN AREA OF 

684461.93 SQUARE FEET OR 15.71 ACRES, MORE OR LESS. (PID 800040511) 

 

Prepared by 

Tim Dworak 

City of Seward Building - Zoning - Code Enforcement Director  



2. Public Hearing - 7:00 PM - Consideration of a Text Amendment to the City of Seward 
Unified Land Development Ordinance (ULDO), Chapter 410, Article 44: 
Administrative Procedures and Penalties; Section 3: Conditional Use Permits 
Approval Process - Building/Zoning & Code Enf. Director Dworak



ORDINANCE NO. 2023-15

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, CHAPTER 
410 ZONING AND SUBDIVISION, ARTICLE 44 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND 
PENALITIES TO BETTER DEFINE CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES 
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO 
PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEWARD AS 
FOLLOWS:

That Chapter 410 of the Municipal Code of the City of Seward is hereby 
amended as follows:

Section 1.   That §410-44.3 (D) be amended as follows:  

D. Approval Process.

(1) The Planning Commission, following 10 days' notice and 
publication, shall hold a public hearing on each proposed 
conditional use permit application and, following such public 
hearing, shall recommend action to the City Council. A vote 
either for or against the application by a majority of all 
Planning Commission members shall constitute a recommendation 
to the City Council. A vote either for or against an amendment 
by less than a majority of all Planning Commission members 
shall constitute a failure to make a recommendation to the 
City Council.

(2) The City Council, following 10 days' notice and 
publication, shall hold a public hearing on each proposed 
conditional use permit application and, following such public 
hearing, shall act on the proposed conditional use permit. On 
applications that receive a recommendation of approval from the 
Planning Commission, a majority vote of those members either 
elected or appointed to the City Council is required for 
approval. On applications that receive a recommendation of 
denial from the Planning Commission, a majority vote plus one 
of those members either elected or appointed to the City 
Council is required for approval.

(3) Protest. If a valid protest petition opposing an amendment 
is filed with the City Clerk by eligible property owners, 
pursuant to Neb. RS 19-905, a majority vote plus one of those 
members either elected or appointed to the City Council is 
required for approval. A valid protest petition must meet the 
following criteria:

(a) Submission of the petition in the office of the City Clerk within 
14 days after the conclusion of the public hearing on the 
amendment by the Planning Commission.

(b) Notarized signatures by at least one of the following:

[1] The owner or owners of at least 20% of the property proposed 
for the conditional use permit.



[2] The owners of 20% of the total area, excepting public rights-
of-way and public property, within the zoning jurisdiction of the 
City and within 300 feet of the proposed rezoning.

(4) A conditional use resolution shall be drafted outlining the 
conditional use requested, the legal description of the property, 
and may include any required special conditions relevant to such 
requested special use.

(5) Notice of any conditional use resolution approved by the City 
Council shall be filed by the Building Inspection Department, with 
the Seward County Register of Deeds within ten (10) calendar days.

SECTION 2. REPEAL. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3.  WHEN OPERATIVE; PUBLICATION IN PAMPHLET FORM. This 
ordinance shall be published in pamphlet form and shall be in full force from 
and after its passage, approval and publication or posting as required by 
law.

Dated this ___________ day of ____________, 2023

CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

____________________________
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

ATTEST: ____________________________    
   Derek Bargmann
   City Clerk



Return to: 
City of Seward
PO BOX 38
Seward, NE 68434

Space Above Reserved for Recording Information

Notice of Special Use Permit

THIS NOTICE shall hereby certify that the City Council of Seward Nebraska approved 
Resolution No. 23-13 granting John Woodyard a Special Use Permit for the construction of a 30' x 45' 
detached accessory structure, all at property legally described as:

Lots Eleven (11) and Twelve (12), except the North 10 feet of said lots, Block Ten (10),
Lamb's Subdivision, an Addition to the City of Beatrice, Gage County, Nebraska 

(Commonly known as 1338 Ella Street)

Said special use permit shall run with the

Date Joshua Eickmeier
Mayor, City of Seward

STATE OF NEBRASKA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF SEWARD )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of_______, 2023 
by Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor.



RESOLUTION NUMBER 23-
13 RESOLUTION No. 2023-

PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION CITY 
COUNCIL SEWARD 

NEBRASKA

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Beatrice 

Seward, Nebraska (the "City") received a specialconditional use application; and

WHEREAS, on May 2, 2023 notice was mailed to all adjacent property 

·owners providing notice of the public hearing in accordance with §1303 410-44.3 

of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of BeatriceSeward, Ordinance Number 9423-

13; and

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2023 notice of the public hearing was published in 

a daily newspaper having a general circulation in Beatrice in accordance with 

§1303 410-44.3of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of BeatriceSeward, 

Ordinance Number 9423-13; and

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2023 notice was posted in a conspicuous place on or 

near the property which requested the specialconditional use permit in accordance 

with §410-44.31303 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of BeatriceSeward, 

Ordinance Number 94-13; and

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2023, a public hearing was held regarding the 

specialconditional use application filed by John Woodyard, in accordance with 

§1303 410-44.3 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of BeatriceSeward, Ordinance 

Number 9423-13.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING 



AND ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BEATRICESEWARD, NEBRASKA:

SECTION 1. That the specialconditional use permit application filed by John 

Woodyard for property legally described as:

Lots Eleven (11) and Twelve (12), except the North 10 feet of said lots, Block Ten (10), 
Lamb's Subdivision, an Addition to the City of Beatrice, Gage County,
Nebraska INSERT Legal Description

for a 30' x 45' detached accessory structure, be and is hereby approved. A copy of said 
specialconditional use application marked as Exhibit "A" is attached hereto and incorporated 
by reference.

SECTION 2. That said specialconditional use permit shall run with the land.

SECTION 3. That the Community Development Department shall file notice of this 

resolution with the Seward County Register of Deeds.

SECTION 4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed.

P&Z CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION PASSED and ADOPTED this 15th day of May, 2023.

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor
ATTEST:

Derek Bargmann
City Clerk

(SEAL)



City of Seward Board of Adjustments Staff Report 

142 N 7th St. Seward, NE 68434 Tim Dworak 402-643-4000

APPLICATION TYPE FINAL ACTION? DEVELOPER/OWNER

ULDO Amendment

PC HEARING DATE RELATED APPLICATIONS PROPERTY ADDRESS, ZONING DISTRICT/USE

July 10, 2023

BRIEF SUMMARY OF REQUEST

Review a Text Amendment to the City of Seward Unified Land Development Ordinance; Chapter 410 Zoning 
and Subdivision, Part 10 Administration and Enforcement, Article 44 Administrative Procedures and Penalties 
410-44.3 Amendments, D Approval process.

APPLICATION CONTACT

Tim Dworak

ANALYSIS

Zoning laws dictate what kind of activity or use is allowed within different areas of the local authority. When an 
individual or business requests to use their property in a manner that differs from the local zoning laws they 
apply for conditional use permit. If a conditional use is granted to the property or entity that owns the property 
there needs to be a way to track that information for all to know. When the permit is filed with the County 
Clerk’s office it becomes public record for any research that is conducted about the property.

Prepared by

Tim Dworak

City of Seward Building - Zoning – Code Enforcement Director



ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. Consideration of the Following Claims:

A. Sherry Leising, 2273 308th Road, Lost Cemetery Flowers: $75.00











B. Dr. Jennifer Fruend, 444 Hillcrest Drive, Damaged Tree: $2,000 - $2,500



CITY OF SEWARD NEBRASKA PH: 402-643-2928
537 MAIN ST FAX: 402-643-6491
PO BOX 38 CLAIM FORM SEWARD, NE 68434-0038

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: Home Phone:
Address: Business Phone:
Date & Time of Incident: Cell Phone:
Location of Incident: Email:

Type of Incident:       Injured Person     Property Damage      Automobile Accident     (Check all that apply)

INJURED PERSON
Occupation: Employed by:
Did you see a doctor? Yes   No   Doctor’s Name:
Were you hospitalized? Yes   No   Hospital:
Describe incident (nature & extent of injury):

Any Witnesses?

PROPERTY DAMAGE
List Property Damaged:
Age of damaged property: Estimated cost of repair:
How was the property damaged?

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT
Driver, if other than owner:
Address: Home Phone:
Estimated cost of repair: Business Phone:
Vehicle: (year, make, model) Police Notified? Yes   No   
Your description of the accident:

INSURANCE INFORMATION

Amount of Claim: (COPIES OF BILLS MUST BE ATTACHED VERIFING AMOUNT OF CLAIM)
Your Insurance Company: Your Insurance Agent:
Insurance Company Phone: Insurance Agent Phone:
Did you report a claim?  Yes     No   Did you receive payment?  Yes      No   Deductible:

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Any other pertinent information: (write on back if more space needed)

Explain why you feel the City of Seward is responsible:

SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT: DATE:

Acceptance of this form by the City of Seward is not an admission of liability.
By affixing your signature above you are affirming that the above statements are true and accurate.



1

Derek Bargmann

From: Fruend,Jennifer <Jennifer.Fruend@cune.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 1:59 PM
To: info
Subject: FW: Tree death due to fire hydrant installation
Attachments: RE: Roads/tree question ; ! CLAIM FORM Fillable 2019.pdf; ! CLAIM FORM Fillable 

2019.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

--  
 
 

From: Derek Bargmann <Derek.Bargmann@cityofsewardne.gov> 
Date: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 at 3:58 PM 
To: Fruend,Jennifer <Jennifer.Fruend@cune.edu>, info@cityosewardne.gov <info@cityosewardne.gov>, Greg 
Butcher <Greg.Butcher@cityofsewardne.gov> 
Cc: moberlyjd@gmail.com <moberlyjd@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: Tree death due to fire hydrant installation 

Dr. Fruend, 
  
As stated in my email from Monday, for consideraƟon to pay the claim, we would ask that you complete the aƩached 
form. For consideraƟon at the July 18th meeƟng, we would ask that it is submiƩed by noon on July 14th with any 
addiƟonal documentaƟon you would choose to include. 
Sincerely, 
  

 

Derek Bargmann 
  City Clerk / HR Director 
  City of Seward, Nebraska 
  
  p: 402-643-2928 
  a: 537 Main Street, Seward NE 68434  
  w: www.cityofsewardne.gov  
    

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended 
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
  

From: Fruend,Jennifer <Jennifer.Fruend@cune.edu>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 2:59 PM 
To: info@cityosewardne.gov; Derek Bargmann <Derek.Bargmann@cityofsewardne.gov>; Greg Butcher 
<Greg.Butcher@cityofsewardne.gov> 
Cc: moberlyjd@gmail.com 
Subject: Tree death due to fire hydrant installation 
  
Hi there,  

 External Email 



2

I have a nearly dead tree on the corner of 5th and Hillcrest (444 Hillcrest Dr.) that has been dying ever since the fire 
hydrant was installed recently when the streets were all opened up at various corners in town. The crew chopped into 
about half of the root system within feet of the trunk---down about 2 meters. This is a well-known way to kill a tree. 
These websites provide informaƟon about how this is a sure way to kill a tree: 

 hƩps://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/2015/07/08/massive-savannah-live-oak-killed-sewer-
repairs/13577201007/ 

 hƩps://www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/maintenance/construcƟon_damage.html#:~:text=Severed%20roots%20c
an%20be%20the,the%20stability%20of%20the%20tree.  

o This documents that a tree can only survive damage to up to 20% of its root system…anything more will 
absolutely kill a tree. 

 hƩps://extension.umd.edu/resource/damaged-tree-
roots#:~:text=Many%20plants%20will%20survive%20and,nutrients%20is%20restricted%20reducing%20growth.  

o This includes photos showing the severed roots. 
  
This tree was healthy prior to construcƟon, but is now dead…dying ever since that construcƟon. We were not noƟfied 
prior to the severing of the roots, nor were we noƟfied of potenƟal damage or steps to remediate the damage. Given 
the age, species and maturity of this large spruce, this tree was worth the following: 

 $166 per year in annual benefits to stormwater runoff (taking in up to 4600 gallons of runoff per year), reducƟon 
in energy costs (185 kilowaƩ/hrs conserved), air quality benefits, and sequestraƟon of 310 pounds of 
atmospheric carbon per year. (CitaƟon—Arbor Day FoundaƟon, Center for Urban Forest Research) 

 The tree, by most approximate esƟmates, was worth about $2600-3500 prior to construcƟon. (i-Tree resources, 
treeplantaƟon.com, and others)….replacing a tree of this size isn’t an opƟon. 

 AddiƟonally, the tree added considerable curb appeal for house valuaƟon. 
  
Cost to remove dead tree is esƟmated to be approximately $1500  based on the locaƟon, size, and logisƟcs of safe 
removal. AddiƟonally, replacement of tree—while nothing can possibly replace this large tree, a 6’ spruce with healthy 
ball would likely be $200-300 based on a few esƟmates. However, a tree that size would require a skid steer or 
professional landscaper to place due to sheer weight of the ball.   
  
In all, the removal of the tree plus replacement will likely run $2000. Given that this tree was healthy prior to 
construcƟon—I am asking the city to simply account for the damage caused to our property due to the construcƟon 
about which we were not noƟfied, nor were there any aƩempts to avoid damage to said tree. Minimally, we ask the city 
to remove the tree and grind the stump.  
  
Thank you, 
Jennifer Fruend, PhD 
ConservaƟon Biologist 
  

   
  

 

Dr. Jennifer Fruend 
Associate Professor of Biology 
Concordia University Nebraska 
  

  402-643-7312       402-643-5806 
  Jennifer.Fruend@cune.edu 
    Dunklau 216 

        800 N. Columbia Ave. 
        Seward, NE 68434 

      
--  
  



2. Update on the Wellness Center - City Administrator Butcher
A. Presentation of Detailed Design and Layout of the Seward Wellness Center - 

Executive Director of Wellness Center Brase & Seward Changing the Game 
Committee

CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT



CITY ADMINISTRATORS REPORT – 7/18/23

• Monitoring a number of street projects on East Seward (construction), design on East Hillcrest, and 
drainage near Park Street & Bradford Street (contracts), Karol Kay box culvert is finishing up.

• Water Tower project underway, working on final paint design.
• Assisting City Attorney with a number of real estate items and related matters.
• Assisted with Civic Center items and issues, working with Commission on Building Design and Rules 

and Regulations.
• Reviewed additional DTR items and worked with applicants on needed documents.
• Continued to work with RDG Planning to complete blight study.
• Met with BVH, Sampson and Wellness Center Committee on design updates. Reviewed updated 

estimate for the building from Sampson, reviewed weight and cardio room layout reviewed interior 
designs.  Working with Executive Director Brase on numerous items and follow ups.

• Continued 2023 comparability study with staff.
• Assisted with payroll, claims, Airport Authority Financials and TIF payments.
• Reviewed applications for payroll clerk and Finance director, conducted initial reviews with candidates 

on July 14, 2023.
• Worked with Building Inspection Office on notices to abate issues in town.
• Attended meeting with Southeast Community College to discuss starting an Electric Lineman program.
• Worked with NDOT on signage and markings for Highway 34 near S. Columbia.
• Met with NDOT on design and planning for intersection of Highway 15 and Izaak Walton Road.
• Reviewed items with E911 Director Conradt
• Met with Fire Chief Kimsey on numerous rule and regulation items related to the Volunteer Fire 

Department.
• Met with City Attorney on items for the Rail Campus and Code Enforcement Procedures.

The departments are working on the following projects to name a few:

Police Department
• LECC Meeting on July 13.
• Beginning background investigations of PO-I candidate.
• Observing a Mock Robbery drill at Union Bank on July 13.
• Reviewing/revising policies relating to evidence storage as they have installed new lockers.

City Clerk/Human Resources/City Hall
• Prepare for 7/18 meeting regarding salary publication.
• Following up with the garbage service quote request that was awarded to Uribe.
• Memo with highlights released with comment period through 7/24 for the Employee Personnel 

Handbook.
• Continuing prep for Master Fees Resolution.
• Current open positions: Finance Director, Police Officer, Payroll Clerk and Library Clerk.

Water/Wastewater Department
• Irrigation supply for new tower.
• Hwy 34 trunk sewer.
• 2nd St. Lift Station Pump.

Parks and Rec/Cemetery/Golf/Pool
• Park and Recreation meeting on July 10.
• Last home game of Legion Baseball.
• Irrigation maintenance.



• Mowing, spraying, and watering trees.
Civic Center

• Civic Center Commission meeting was held July 10.
• Review new rules and regulations.
• Redesign Committee initial work complete.

Electric Department
• Phase in Evergreen and Ridge Run retire overhead line.
• Walker sub switch out Br. 92 and Br. 93 replace damaged terminator.
• Start on campground on Waverly Road.
• Replace pole at Northern Heights by High School.

Street Department
• Street repairs on Meadow Lane.
• Street repairs on Northern Heights, 2nd St. and N. Columbia Ave.
• Mow ROW.

Library
• Seward Library Foundation Meeting.
• Escape room happening various times all month.
• Material ordering.
• Finalizing 2023 anniversary details.

Building Inspection/Planning Department
• Planning Commission items for review: Special Use Permit ULDO update (file permits with County 

Clerk) and Summit Contracting septic sewer variance.
• A number of ROW permits were submitted for review for NextLink.
• Starting masonry restoration July 11. Sidewalk will be closed for 30 days with scaffolding.
• Statement of Completion, waiting on documents from Olsson on Prairie View.

Engineering
• Soil stabilization, paving starts July 17, 24-in trunk sewer to Luebbe driveway, suspended after this 

week until East Seward Road is open for East Seward Street (County).
• Backfill and grading for Karol Kaye Box Culvert.
• Meeting with NDOT, Schemmer and JEO survey for Izaak Walton & Hwy 15 intersection.
• Acceptance of development, remove curb inlet protection for Prairie View Development.
• 90% plan review, arrange site visit (Lawrenceville KS), arrange site visit (Lincoln Theresa Street 

and Northeast), investigate funding for WWTP Upgrade.
Finance Dept.

• Budget meetings with all Departments and City Administrator.
• Nick’s last day was 5/12/23.

Seward Wellness Center
• Ongoing work with design and interior equipment.
• Continuous oversight of architects/engineers to make sure all items regarding the site are progressing 

to keep us on schedule.
• Trying to set up visits to tour the Aurora PAC and Columbus/Norfolk/Wayne facilities.



FUTURE REQUESTS FOR COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS OR ADMINSTRATIVE 
ACTION
ANNOUNCEMENT OF UPCOMING EVENTS
STRATEGY SESSION
1. Strategy Session with City Attorney Regarding Real Estate Interests at the Rail 

Campus - City Attorney Hoffschneider
MOTION TO ADJOURN

_____________________________________________________________________________
I, Derek Bargmann, the duly appointed qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Seward, Nebraska, 

hereby certify that the foregoing Notice of Meeting and Agenda for such meeting has been posted in the following 
places: Seward City Hall, Seward Municipal Building, Seward County Courthouse, Seward Memorial Library and 
CityofSewardNE.gov

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand officially and affixed the seal of the City.

____________________________________ ________________________
Derek Bargmann, City Clerk Date
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