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CITY OF SEWARD
City Council
NEBRASKA Special Meeting
Agenda

Thursday, April 30, 2020 7:00 PM Municipal Building Council Chambers

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the City Council of the City of Seward,
Nebraska will be held at 7:00 PM on Thursday, April 30, 2020, in Municipal Building Council
Chambers 142 North 7th St, Seward, NE 68434, which meeting will be open to the public. The
Mayor and City Council reserve the right to adjourn into Closed Session as per Section 84-1410
of the Nebraska Revised Statutes. An Agenda for such meeting, kept continually current, is
available at the Office of the City Clerk, 537 Main Street, Seward, Nebraska, during normal
business hours. Individuals requiring physical or sensory accommodations, who desire to attend
or participate, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 402.643.2928 no later than 3:30 PM on
the Friday preceding the Council Meeting.

City financial claims and related invoices will be available for Council member review, audit and
voluntary signatures at Council Chambers beginning 30 minutes prior to the scheduled meeting
time.

MEETING BEING HELD VIA VIDEO/TELE-CONFERENCE UNDER STATE OF
NEBRASKA, GOVERNOR PETE RICKETTS, EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 20-03
(CORONA VIRUS- PUBLIC MEETINGS REQUIREMENT WAIVER)

TO PARTICIPATE - Join Via Computer, Tablet, or Smart Phone:
Enter this URL into your Browser: https://zoom.us/join

Enter Meeting ID: 823 6223 3489

TO PARTICIPATE - Join Via Telephone - call one of the numbers below:
1-669-900-6833
1-346-248-7799

Enter Meeting ID: 823 6223 3489

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

DISCLOSURE OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT & OTHER NOTIFICATIONS
This is an Open Meeting of the Seward Nebraska Governing Body. The City of Seward
abides by the Nebraska Open Meetings Act in conducting business. A copy of the Nebraska
Open Meetings Act is displayed on the north wall of this meeting room facility as required.
Disclosure of meeting recording processes is posted in the Meeting Room. A participant
sign-in sheet is available for use by any Citizen addressing the Council. Presenters shall
approach the podium, state their name & address for the Clerk’s record and are asked to



limit remarks to five minutes. All remarks shall be directed to the Mayor who shall
determine by whom any appropriate response shall be made. The City of Seward reserves
the right to adjust the order of items on this Agenda if necessary and may elect to take
action on any of the items listed.
ROLL CALL
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. Ordinance to Adopt Directed Health Measures Thru May 3, 2020, and Lift Restrictions
on Certain Businesses in the City of Seward on May 4, 2020 - City Administrator
Butcher
MOTION TO ADJOURN



ORDINANCE NO. 2020-

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT DIRECTED HEALTH MEASURES THRU MAY 3, 2020; TO
HELP PREVENT, LIMIT, OR SLOW THE SPREAD OF THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-109)
AMONG THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF SEWARD; TO REPEAL ORDINANCE 2020-22; TO
PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; AND, TO PROVIDE
FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEWARD,
NEBRASKA:

Section 1. On March 20, 2020, the Mayor of the City of Seward declared
an emergency related to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) as an infectious
disease within the State of Nebraska.

Section 2. Pursuant to Neb.Rev.Stat. 16-314 the Mayor may recommend
measures thru ordinance(s) for the improvement of the health of the City and
enforcement of health or quarantine regulations.

Section 3. The City Council has authority under Section 72-1.12 of the
Seward Municipal Code to adopt ordinance(s) as may be necessary or expedient
to promote the public health and safety and the general interests and welfare
of its citizens.

Section 4. The City Council has determined it is in the best interest
for the City to adopt the following Directed Heath Measures and finds it
necessary in order to effectively prevent, limit, or slow the spread of the
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) among the citizens of the City of Seward.

Section 5. The following Directed Health Measures are hereby ordered
for the City of Seward on April 8, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. and continuing thru May
3, 2020 unless renewed, extended or terminated by subsequent order, and all
persons are ordered to comply:

1. Gatherings are hereby prohibited.

Gatherings are defined as any event or convening that brings
together more than ten (10) patrons, customers, or other
invitees, excluding staff, in a single room or single space at
the same time, including but not limited to, a school, daycare
facility (including in-home facilities), gymnasium, fitness
center, auditorium, stadium, arena, large event conference
room, meeting hall, theater, library, or any other confined
indoor or confined outdoor space.

Gatherings includes but is not limited to weddings, funerals,
parades, fairs, festivals, and concerts; or any event or
convening with ten (10) or fewer patrons, customers, or other
invitees where a minimum distance of six (6) feet between all
individuals cannot be maintained in the venue. This includes,
but is not limited to, tattoo parlors, massage parlors, barber
shops and beauty/nail salons.

If a venue is subdivided into multiple spaces separated by
either physical walls or sufficient airspace each subdivided
area may contain up to ten (10) patrons, customers or other
invitees, excluding staff.

2. This Ordinance shall not apply to courts of law, meetings or
sessions of the Nebraska Legislature, or operations of any other



political subdivision; medical providers or facilities, pharmacies;
public utilities, essential federal, state, county, and city
operations, continuity of business operations;
logistics/distribution centers; congregate living settings; group
homes and residential drug and/or mental health treatment
facilities; shelters; public transportation; airport travel;
necessary shopping at fuel stations, grocery stores, retail stores,
or malls; election offices; polling places on an election day; or to
dwelling units housing more than ten (10) related people. However,
these excepted settings shall, to the extent possible, observe
physical distancing practices by providing for the maintaining of at
least six (6) feet of separation between individuals and all other
applicable local, states, and federal guidelines for disease
prevention and disinfection of surfaces.

Failure to comply with this Ordinance will result in legal action for
enforcement by civil and/or criminal remedies.

Any person who violates this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a violation.
The penalty for such violation shall be an amount not to exceed $500 for any
one offense, recoverable with costs, and in default of said payment the
offender shall stand committed to the County Jail until such fine and costs
are paid. Each period of 24 hours during or on which a violation occurs or
continues shall be deemed a separate offense.

In addition to any penalty sought or obtained under this Ordinance or other
applicable law, the City may institute injunctive or other appropriate civil
proceedings necessary to obtain compliance or to abate any nuisance resulting
from violations in this Ordinance.

Section 5. That City of Seward Ordinance 2020-22 is hereby repealed.

Section 6. Emergency Declaration; Pamphlet Form; Publication, When
Operative. Due to the potential impending danger of COVID-19 and pursuant to
Neb.Rev.Stat. 16-405, the Mayor hereby proclaims that this Ordinance requires
immediate operation upon publication of this ordinance. This ordinance shall
be published in pamphlet form and shall be in full force and effective upon
first publication and shall be entered of record on the Clerk’s minutes per
Seward Municipal Code §§ 72-1.7.

Passed and approved this day of April, 2020.

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

ATTEST:

Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

Bonnie Otte, City Clerk

(SEAL)
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