
The City of Franklin follows the Nebraska Open Meetings Act. A copy is displayed in this room as 
required by state law. The Mayor and City Council may enter an Executive Session anytime during 
the meeting, even if not listed on the agenda. The Mayor and City Council intend to follow the 
agenda order but may rearrange items to suit schedules. Individuals who wish to address the 
council may be allotted a speaking time of three minutes per person, per topic. Speakers are 
kindly requested to approach the podium and articulate their topic with clarity and professionalism.
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City of Franklin
December 29, 2025     10:45 AM     City Hall

1. Call Meeting to Order Roll Call
2. Verification of Open Meetings Notice
I encourage residents to participate in our council meetings. Public comment is an essential 
part of our democratic process. To ensure everyone has a fair opportunity to speak, we are 
implementing a three-minute time limit for each speaker per topic during the public 
comments section. This will allow us to hear from as many community members as 
possible. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we work to create a space 
that is respectful and open to all.  Thank you 
3. Discussion and Action Items

3.a. Discussion and action on Year End Certification of Street Superintendent for Year 
2025 
3.b. Discussion and action on Resolution 2025-13 Year End Certification of City Street 
Superintendent 2025 
3.c. Discussion and action on a date for an employee recognition event 

• Januray 9th, 23rd or 30th
3.d. Discussion and action on the musical playground and fitness station areas 
elevation around the surfacing in the City Park with the contractor AB Creative. 
3.e. Public Comments 

4. Adjourn
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Mike Stephens of the City Council of Franklin presents this short summary. 

 The afternoon of Tuesday the 16th I met with our local NRD "expert", Todd on site at the park. I 
say "expert" because Todd was a dirt contractor and was willing to volunteer to help and bring 
his equipment to get elevations around the equipment installations. I myself have many years of 
working with soils and grading of the soils from my general contracting experience.  

We began with a quick visual review of the installations and dirt work around them to assess if 
we're areas to focus on, etc. 

Todd set up his level and we took shots in the middle and high points on the curb to establish 
zero. From there we got elevations on the curbs and a few feet out as well as an approximate 6 
and 12  from the curb in the areas of obvious concern. 

For review purposes -- Raquel -- it'd be great to have the details from the pre-work prep and 
what the details are for installation...  Do the plans specify "at grade, etc?" Was there anything 
written about drainage development during or after install? 

What we found is that there is a considerable amount of grading that should be done to ensure 
permanent drainage to prevent sustained accumulation of rain or snow melt on or directly 
adjacent to the equipment installations.  

The north/musical install is essentially flat from N central curb to center of install, but then has 
slight fall to the east and to the west and several inches to the south. The concern on the North 
one is the volume of drainage directed to the installation by the natural slope of the ground. 
Again this is amplified due to the installation below grade on the north side of the north/musical 
installation. And this run in conditioned is seen as a high potential for future maintenance issues 
due to the fact that the installation was set so low in relation to the grade around it that water will 
not leave the site very easily during snowmelt or rainfall. The southern quote-unquote half of the 
installation is flat or nearly flat with multiple depressions that would retain rainfall or snow melt at 
or very near the curb.  

The south/exercise install is less of a concern, however still a concern for long-term 
maintenance due to the lack of drainage away from the installation. I took a few photos that 
revealed retained moisture and ice melt from the current fall in winter conditions. This 
installation has less fall from the center of the installation when compared to the north 
installation. However it does have less of a run in condition with the current grading around the 
installation. But the lack of drainage away from the installation is the area of concern for the 
South / exercise installation. This one is as well very close to grade with very poor drainage 
developed outside of the curb.  



 
 The main problem with the North / musical installation is it was dug in and installed too low for 
the surrounding area. A high quality permanent solution would be to remove a large amount of 
dirt and create a swale around the northern side of that installation to divert the water away from 
the equipment installation. 

Solutions possible. Without major dirt work on the north side of the north/musical installation. 

Considerable amounts of disking and grading on the southern half of both installations is 
needed to create fall/slope away from and that dirt would need to be removed and site would 
need to be reseeded. 
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