
EMERSON-HUBBARD COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
Budget Hearing 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026  5:30 PM 
Emerson-Hubbard Elementary Library , 109 West 3rd St, Emerson, NE 68733 

  
 Budget Hearing Called to Order & Review Nebraska Open Meetings Act  
 Public Participation 
 Discussion 
 Adjourn





Emerson-Hubbard Community School - 2026-27 Budget Discussion 

June - State Aid Certified & Budget Authority 
August 20 - Assessed Valuation & Allowable Growth Percentage Certified By the County 
September 5 - Deadline to provide tax request to county clerk 
September 30 - Filing Deadline for Budget 
*If our tax request increases by more than 2% plus growth, we are required to participate in a Joint 
Public Hearing and have that information shared on a postcard with property owners (last year for that) 
​ +Next year in early-mid June all schools will have to participate in a joint public hearing 
General Comments on the budget process: 

●​ School Districts – Are under a 1.15% Expenditure Lid & Levy Lid of $1.05.  We also have a 
revenue lid of 2% + growth. Uploading the budget into the LC-2 checks to ensure we are 
below those lids. 

●​ Expenditure and/or levy exclusions are allowable for early retirement & voluntary 
termination agreements - Special education is also an expenditure exclusion. 

●​ State aid = $311,278, down from $345,759 last year and from $372,024 two years ago. 
●​ SPED is reimbursed at up to 80%. Get 7 monthly payments (Dec.-June) from previous 

year’s reimbursement requests. 

Depreciation Fund:  
“repair/replace”  

The balance forward - $147,966    Future expenditures include continued update of vehicles, technology, 
& textbooks. 
 

Special Building Fund:  

“new/improved”; $0.14 maximum and is part of the $1.05 levy lid;  

Balance forward of $488,576. Built it back up after it having been depleted somewhat by the new 

shop/ag building.  Future expenditures may include any unforeseen building issues - roof, boilers, hvac to 

security improvement, remodeling/additions.  The last two years we’ve levied enough to be around 

$100,000. Due to having a higher balance and pushing close to our property tax request authority, I 

propose that we levy a smaller amount which would mean a levy of .010871 this year for $80,692. 
 

General Fund:  

day-to-day operations; 80% of all budgets; levy is part of the $1.05 levy lid. 

We are allowed to have up to 45% of the budget amount in cash reserves.  Rule of thumb is to have at 

least 4-6 months of reserve to use in an emergency. In 2024-2025 the Cash Reserve was $2,135,780 

(38%). For 25-26, it was lowered to $1,297,686 (25%).  This year I propose we be about the same at 24% 

totaling $1,444,423. We are running into property tax request authority limits.  I do feel we need to use 

our authority to create room for future expenditures. Board approval would allow for up to another 7%; 

this year would have been $341,007. 

Budget thoughts going forward:  Increased for 2026-27 include possible van purchase, Special 

Education, certified salary and classified staff wage increases & inflation effects on food, fuel, etc.  

*In the proposed budget, the General Fund amount is up 2%.  

Overall budget is up 9% with 7% of that being the increase in the special building balance. 
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