
The Walla Walla School District is an Equal Opportunity Employer and complies with all requirements of the ADA.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Special Meeting - Library Materials Committee: Board Appeal Review and Determination - 5:30 PM

February 9, 2022
Online/Virtual Zoom Meeting

IMPORTANT MEETING NOTICE:  After consulting with local health officials, due to the heightened rate of 
COVID-19 transmission currently in the region, the School Board has instructed staff to hold this meeting 
virtually.  Members of the public are invited to attend by utilizing the following methods:
     - Watch Live:  https://wwps-org.zoom.us/j/92423524824
     - Listen:  Dial 1-253-215-8782 and enter the Webinar ID: 924 2352 4824
Spanish Agenda / Agenda Español:  https://www.wwps.org/district/information/school-board/board-meeting-schedule

Pursuant to Procedure 2021, the Walla Walla Public Schools Board of Directors will meet in public session 
to review an appeal request related to the Library Materials Review Committee's findings related to four 
novels. As outlined in procedure, "The purpose of the Board of Director's review will be to determine 
whether the committee applied the appropriate criteria and followed the proper process. If the correct 
criteria and process were followed by the committee, the decision of the committee stands. If it is 
determined they were not followed, the Board of Directors will determine the outcome of the challenge" 
(Procedure 2021).

I. CALL TO ORDER:  (5:30 p.m.)  Mrs. Ladderud
II. ROLL CALL:
Mrs. Ruth Ladderud, President    Mr. Eric Rindal
Mrs. Terri Trick, Vice President     Mr. Derek Sarley
Ms. Kathy Mulkerin
III. STUDY ITEMS:  Mrs. Ladderud

1. Board Appeal Review:  Mrs. Ladderud
IV. ACTION:  Mrs. Ladderud

1. Board Appeal Review Determination
V. ADJOURNMENT:  (6:00 p.m.)  Mrs. Ladderud
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Walla Walla Public Schools
Walla  Walla  Public  SchoolsWa lla Wa lla Public Schools

January 31, 2022 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

As you respond to the appeals to the four novels the Library Materials Review Committee reviewed, 

I would like to provide you summary timeline of the novels requested for removal and novel 

requested for circulation consideration. The timeline of committee meetings and follow up is also 

summarized below.  

 

Summary Timeline for Novels Requested for Removal 

November 19: Form 2021 received from community member for review of The Bluest Eye. 

November 22: Form 2021 received from community member for review of The Hate U Give. 

November 30: Form 2021 received from community member for the review of All Boys Aren’t 

Blue. 

 

Summary Timeline for Novel Requested for Circulation Consideration  
October 31: District received an email from a stakeholder requesting the book Gender Queer be 

removed from our libraries. 

November 1: WaHi librarian researched Gender Queer and found the book was not physically in 

circulation as it was still packed from the remodel.  

November 3: Librarian unpacked book, reviewed and recommended not to put in circulation on the 

shelf at this time. 

November 3-4: Gender Queer was also reviewed by the superintendent and executive director of 

teaching and learning. Both agreed with librarian not to put in circulation at this time. 

December 14: Significant public comment at board meeting received requesting Gender Queer be 

considered for circulation. 

December 15: Superintendent Smith advanced the book to the Library Materials Review Committee 

per Procedure 2021 to determine if the book met the selection criteria to be included in the 

high school catalog.  

January 13: Gender Queer reviewed by library materials committee and determined that it would be 

included in circulation per Procedure 2021. 

 

Summary Timeline of Communication and Committee Meetings for Library Materials Review 

November 30: First email to committee to establish purpose of the committee and set dates for 

convening. 

December 15: Per Procedure 2021, the committee convened to review The Hate U Give and All 

Boys Aren’t Blue. 

December 15: Per Procedure 2021, the community member receives email from executive director 

of teaching and learning stating The Hate U Give and All Boys Aren’t Blue did not meet the 

criteria for de-selection. 

January 13: Per Procedure 2021, the committee convened to review The Bluest Eye and Gender 

Queer. 

January 13: Per Procedure 2021, the community member receives email from the executive director 

of teaching and learning stating The Bluest Eye did not meet the criteria for de-selection. 
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January 31, 2022 

 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

As you respond to the appeals to the four novels the Library Materials Committee reviewed, I would 

like to provide you with a summary of the meeting process we followed to support the steps outlined 

in Procedure 2021. 

 

Summary of Meeting Process 

At the end of November I reached out to the committee letting them know that we had three books 

requested for review and removal from our school libraries. The three books were: The Hate U Give, 

All Boys are Not Blue, and The Bluest Eye. The committee was given two weeks prior to our 

meeting to read/review the books, read reviews, and consider the reasons they were being asked to 

remove the books. I provided copies of the books to those who needed one, provided several 

websites they could use to read reviews, and copies of the exact wording we received from the 

community member. This initial email I sent to the committee also included Administrative 

Procedures 2021 so each committee member had the opportunity to become familiar with the 

components of the process and criteria for de-selection of library materials.  

 

During the first meeting on December 15 the committee reviewed a one page overview I developed 

about the process. As an introduction to each of the texts I shared when it was purchased, why it was 

purchased, how many copies are in circulation, location in the library, and how often it was checked 

out. Each member of the committee had the opportunity to discuss each book in its entirety, and to 

specifically address the reasons cited in the request to remove the book. The committee 

acknowledged and reviewed the seven steps of the de-selection process as outlined in Procedure 

2021. 

 

Once each member had the opportunity to share their thoughts with the other committee members a 

proposal was put forward for the committee to react to. The committee had the opportunity to 

indicate if they fully agreed with the proposal, agreed with reservations, or needed the committee to 

continue the discussion. 

 

At the first meeting the committee was able to thoroughly discuss, The Hate U Give and All Boys 

Aren’t Blue. At the end of the first meeting the committee agreed that meeting again after winter 

break was needed so that they had enough time to discuss the third book and the additional request to 

formally review Gender Queer for circulation consideration. Again, those who needed a copy of the 

books to read/review were provided them.  

 

The committee met on January 13 to review The Bluest Eye and Gender Queer.  
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Walla Walla Public Schools 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 
 

No. P-2021 
Page 1 of 4 

 
LIBRARY INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS 
 
A. Library Collection Development 
 This procedure guides Teacher-Librarians and informs the community about the process for 

selecting, acquiring, evaluating and maintaining library information and technology program 
materials. The objective of each program is to implement, support and enrich the educational 
program of the district. 

 
 To best meet the unique needs of each school, the district will strive to create a library collection 

based upon an assessment of student and staff needs. This will be accomplished by:  
 
 1. Providing resource materials, both curricular and personal for students and faculty; 
 
 2. Providing materials that meet the interest, vocabulary, maturity and ability levels of all 

students; 
 
 3. Fostering reading as a lifelong activity through pleasurable exposure to printed and digital 

materials; and 
 
 4. Including materials in the collection because of their academic, literary and/or artistic value 

and merit. 
 
B. Library Materials and Electronic Resources 
 Library materials or digital services are those items accessible through the library information and 

technology program that provide support for an area of the curriculum, information for 
independent study, or resources for enrichment and recreational interest. Electronic resources 
include access to electronic documents, databases and websites. 

 
C. Suggestions for Acquisition:  
 Suggestions for acquisition or electronic resources may originate from students, parents, 

community members and teachers. Library information and technology staff will weigh requests, 
evaluate materials and select those which fulfill the needs of the instructional program. Teacher-
Librarians in each school determine final selections. 

 
D. Selection  
 1. Sources for the selection of materials and current review journals include but are not limited to:  

School Library Journal, GoodReads, Follett, and Kirkus Reviews.  
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 2. All items selected for placement in the school library will:  
 
  a. Support and be consistent with the general educational goals of the State of Washington 

and Walla Walla School District and the aims and objectives of individual schools and 
specific courses; 

 
  b. Support and be consistent with school library media and information literacy standards 

established by the American Association of School Librarians as well as content area 
standards established by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State 
of Washington; 

 
  c. Meet high standards of quality in factual content and presentation from a variety of 

sources; 
 
  d. Contain appropriate subject matter for the age, emotional development, ability level, 

learning styles, and social development of the students for whom they are selected; 
 
  e. Serve the intended purpose, in both physical format and appearance for library materials; 
 
  f. Motivate students and staff to examine their own duties, responsibilities, rights, and 

privileges as participating citizens in our society, and to make informed judgments in their 
daily lives. 

 
E. Gifts/Donations 
 Materials donated to the school library will be accepted or declined in accordance with the criteria 

applied to the purchase of materials. 
 
F. Collection Assessment 
 De-selection (weeding) of outdated and damaged materials is a natural part of the library’s life 

cycle and maintenance of the quality and integrity of the collection. The Teacher-Librarian will 
evaluate the library collection on a continuing basis in order to assure that the collection meets the 
mission statement and goals of the Walla Walla School District. 

 
G. Considerations for De-selection 
 
 1. Currency – The subject matter is out of date or no longer relevant to the instructional program; 
 
 2. Physical Condition – Item is worn, soiled, missing pages, antiquated in appearance or 

unattractive; 
 
 3. Not circulating for a reasonable amount of time; 
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 4. Superseded by newer editions; 
 
 5. Perpetuates cultural, ethnic, or sexual stereotypes; 
 
 6. Inappropriate reading level; or 
 
 7. Unneeded duplication of materials. 
 
H. Library Materials Review Committee 

 The Library Materials Review Committee is formed to respond to requests when reconsideration 
of library media materials is proposed. The committee will consist of at least one school librarian, 
at least one building principal, at least one member of the Teaching and Learning department, at 
least one member of the Equity and Dual programs department, and at least one student from the 
Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council.  

 
I. Request for Reconsideration of Library Media Materials 
 When a concern is expressed about library resources, the Teacher-Librarian will consider both the 

citizen’s right to express an opinion and the principles of intellectual freedom.  
 
 1. Informal Reconsideration 
  Persons wishing to make a complaint regarding library resources will be asked to direct their 

complaint to the Teacher-Librarian. The Teacher-Librarian will attempt to resolve the issue 
informally by: 

 
  a. Discussing the request with the complainant and listening carefully to the concerns 

expressed; 
 
  b. Explaining why the material was selected, and how its inclusion in the collection was 

guided by the district collection development policy/procedure; and 
 
  c. Share review sources for the item in question; 
 
  d. If the informal process does not resolve the matter, the complainant may submit a formal 

request for reconsideration of library resources. Library materials in question will remain in 
the collection until the process is completed and a final decision is made. 

 
 2. Formal Reconsideration 
  The Library Materials Review Committee will be consulted when a completed Request for 

Reconsideration of Library/Media Materials form is received. 
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  When reviewing a challenge to library materials the Library Materials Review Committee will:  
 
  a. Examine the Request for Reconsideration form; 
 
  b. Evaluate the book/material in question; 
 
  c. Study available reviews and check for general acceptance by consulting standard 

evaluation aids and holdings in other schools; 
 
  d. Evaluate the book/material in the context of the educational program and the audience for 

which it was selected; 
 
  e. Consider the entire work, rather than extracting passages or parts; weighing the values and 

faults against each other and weighing the conflicting opinions based on the materials as a 
whole; and 

 
  f. Base the final decision upon the appropriateness of the material for its intended educational 

use.  
   
The Library Materials Review Committee will share their finding/response with the requestor. The 
Committee’s decision may be appealed to the Board of Directors, by submitting a written request to 
the office of the superintendent. The purpose of the Board of Director’s review will be to determine 
whether the committee applied the appropriate criteria and followed the proper process. 
 
The superintendent or designee will notify the concerned parties of the findings of the board’s review. 
 
If the correct criteria and process were followed by the Committee, the decision of the committee 
stands. If it is determined they were not followed, the Board of Directors will determine the outcome 
of the challenge. 
 
The decision regarding challenged materials will not be subject to reconsideration for a minimum of 
three years, unless there is a substantive change of circumstances as determined by the superintendent. 
 
Forms: 
 

1. Request for Reconsideration of Library/Media Materials form.  
 
 
 

Reissued:  November 2021 20
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