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District Services Center
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1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Assistant Superintendent's Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Assistant Superintendent Jeff 
Horton will share current information regarding implementation of district 
initiatives and school operations.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
B. Curriculum and Instruction Report

The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education 
Committee regarding teaching and learning. Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction Gail Netland will share current information regarding the status 
of the work of the curriculum and instruction department.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
C. Informational Presentations

1) Course Guide Update

Each year, the courses at the secondary level are reviewed by principals, 
counselors, content specialists and the Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction to make recommendations for changes to the course catalog 
and supplements. Director Netland will provide an update regarding 
these proposed changes.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Check and Connect Program Update

Sarah Laulunen, Check and Connect Program Coordinator, Dr. 
Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment, Evaluation and 
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Performance, Jason Crane, Special Services Director, and Tonya 
Sconiers, Denfeld High School Principal, will present an update on the 
work they have done with regard to the 5 year grant from the Minnesota 
Department of Education to implement the Check and Connect program 
to increase graduation rates at Denfeld High School.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
3) College and Career Readiness Update and ACT Results

Sumair Sheikh, ISD 709 College and Career Readiness Specialist, and 
Brad Vieths, ISD 709 Vocational Program Coordinator, will present an 
update regarding College and Career Readiness as part of World's Best 
Workforce. Dr. Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment, Evaluation and 
Performance, will also present the most recent ACT results for ISD 709.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

D. Grant Applications
1) Minnesota Historical Society Grant Application

Glenn Tracey, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant application 
to the Minnesota Historical Society in the amount of $500. If awarded, funds will be 
used to provide transportation for students to the Minnesota History Center in St. 
Paul, MN.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation Grant Application

Sumair Sheikh, Alison Wood and Ed Lewis have submitted a grant application to 
the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation in the amount of $19,957. If awarded, funds will 
be used to pay for teacher FTE at Denfeld for Spring 2019, Summer curriculum 
development time for all four of the Pathways2Teaching staff and possibly fund 
teacher FTE for Fall 2019.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
3) Essentia Health Grant Application

Callie DeVriendt, Lincoln Park Middle School, has submitted a grant application to 
Essentia Health in the amount of $101,925. If awarded, funds will be used to support 
restorative practices training and implementation at LPMS. Training would be 
provided for all teachers, specialists and paras in restorative practices foundations 
and restorative circles. Specialists would also receive training in restorative 
conferencing/harm repair.  Funds would also go towards sub costs so teachers could 
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receive this training. Additional money would be utilized to consult with Mickelson 
Consultants for 5 years and to develop a RP strategic plan in partnership with them 
for LPMS.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
4) Northland Foundation Grant Application

Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant 
application to the Northland Foundation in the amount of $5,000. If awarded, funds 
will be used to help support the annual 6th grade trip to JA BizTown.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
5) Lloyd K. Johnson Grant Application

Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant 
application to the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation in the amount of $2,000. If 
awarded, funds will be used to help support the annual 6th grade trip to JA 
BizTown.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
6) Education Minnesota Grant Application

Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant 
application to Education Minnesota in the amount of $1,500. If awarded, funds will 
be used to purchase a set of 12 Sphero Programmable Spheres with protective cases.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
7) Minnesota Council of Teachers of Mathematics (MCTM) Grant Application

Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant 
application to MCTM in the amount of $1,500. If awarded, funds will be used 
to purchase a set of 12 Sphero Programmable Spheres with protective cases.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
8) 2018 Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation and National Head Start Association Garden 
Grant Application 

Katie Scheufeli, Duluth Preschool, has submitted a grant application to the 2018 
Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation and National Head Start Association Garden Grant 
in the amount of $5,000 for the Head Start/YMCA Collaborative. If awarded, funds 
will be used to purchase garden soil and fertilizer,  a greenhouse to start plants, a 
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gorilla garden dump cart and garden tools for little hands. Grant funds would also be 
used to host a master gardener at the "kick off parent night" and to help buy seeds 
and starter plants that are difficult to grow from seeds.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

E. Regulations - PLACEHOLDER
2. Action Items

A. Resolutions
1) Resolution E-11-18-3594 - Resolution of School Board Supporting 
Form A Application to Minnesota State High School League 
Foundation

Attached is Resolution E-11-18-3594 - Resolution of School Board 
Supporting Form A Application to Minnesota State High School 
League Foundation, to support the District's application to the MSHSL 
Foundation for a Form A grant to offset student activity fees.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve 
Resolution E-11-18-3594 - Resolution of School Board Supporting Form A 
Application to Minnesota State High School League Foundation.
2) Resolution E-11-18-3595 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth 
Public Schools

Attached is Resolution E-11-18-3595 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to 
Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve grant awards from the 
following organizations:

Miller-Dwan Foundation
Northland Foundation
PLACEHOLDER

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve Resolution E-11-18-3595 -  Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public 
Schools.

B. Extended Trip Requests
1) Minnesota Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) State 
Conference 2018

11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High 
Schools traveled to the Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park, MN from 
November 1-2, 2018 to participate in the MN HOSA State Conference 
2018. Students ran for the state officer positions and brought along 
voting delegates. The total cost of the trip was $454 and was 
funded with student fees and grant dollars.
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Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve this item.
2) MN HOSA State Officer Training and Spring Conference Planning

11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High 
Schools traveled to the Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park, MN from 
November 9-10, 2018 to participate in the MN HOSA State Officer 
Training and Spring Conference Planning. The training prepares state 
officers for their position and provides instruction for teamwork, 
leadership and exploring their leadership techniques.The total cost of 
the trip was $454 and was funded with student fees and grant dollars.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve this item.
3) MN HOSA Emergency Preparedness Camp

11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High 
Schools will be traveling to Camp Ripley in Little Falls, MN to 
participate in the Minnesota HOSA MRC Camp/Workshop from 
November 29 - December 1, 2018.  They will take part in emergency 
preparedness lessons in authentic settings in the areas of CPR and First-
Aid.  The total cost of the trip is $1,708 and will be funded with grant 
dollars and student fees.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve this item.
4) MN HOSA 2018 Spring Leadership and State Competition

11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High 
Schools will travel to St Cloud, Minnesota from March 71-March 30, 
2018 for the 2018 MN HOSA Spring Leadership Conference and State 
Competition. This competition allows students to explore career 
opportunities in the health care industry to enhance the delivery of 
quality healthcare.The total cost of the trip is $6,447 and will be funded 
with student fees and grant dollars.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve this item.
5) Wolf Ridge ELC - Lester Park Elementary

Students from Lester Park Elementary School will travel to the Wolf 
Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, MN from March 15-
17, 2019. This trip will provide students with an experiential learning 
opportunity, which will help them develop teamwork skills and provide 
a chance for personal growth. The trip is organized by parents, financed 
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through fund raising activities and student fees and will take place 
outside of the regular school schedule.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve this Extended Trip Request.

C. Data Sharing Agreements

It is requested that the following organizations be granted access to the 
Student Information System to support District functions from July 1, 2018 
to June 30, 2019:

Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan
Deed Vocational Rehabilitation Services
PLACEHOLDER

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above item.
D. Diploma Requests

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Rilee Marie Pallum - November 7, 2018
Zachary T. Lund - December 18, 2018
PLACEHOLDER

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above Diploma Requests.
E. Presentation Items Requiring Approval - PLACEHOLDER
F. Policies - PLACEHOLDER

3. Future Items

Policy Updates
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Assistant Superintendent Monthly Report 
November 2018 

 
Purpose  
  
The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee  
 
 

Site Celebrations 

● All Sites and All Staff! 

 

School Safety Update 

● ALICE 

 

Equity Work 

● Courageous Conversations  Training 
● MDHR Diversion Meeting 

 

Continuous Improvement Update 

● Process and Compliance  

 

Shout Out! 

● State Participants 
● Our Community 
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Director of Curriculum and Instruction Monthly Report 
November 2018 

 
Purpose  
  
The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee 
regarding teaching and learning.  
 
Updates 

 

Staff Development 

● October 29th PD day focused on: 
○ ALICE training 
○ De-escalation Strategies 
○ Professional development on building-identified improvement strategy 

 

Course Catalog and Registration 

● Annual course catalog revision process in progress  
○ See ​overview of changes ​(later in agenda) 
○ Timeline​ Working Draft  

 

Curriculum (MTSS)  

● District core Elementary literacy/math curriculum and intervention planning in 
progress  

○ Cohort model 
○ Immersion programs included  
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19-20 Course Changes  
For Information Only 
Each year, the courses at the secondary level are reviewed by counselors, content specialists and the 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction to make recommendations for changes to the course catalog 
and supplements. For the 2019-20 school year, the changes include those listed below 
Blue - Add new course 
Red - Delete 
Green - Name Change and Course Description Change  
 

Course Name Number Reason New Name Department 
Secondary 
Level 

Biology 
221101 
221102 

Course Description 
Change N/A Science 

High 
School 

Honors Biology 
221901 
221902 

Course Description 
Change  N/A Science 

High 
School  

Infant and Toddler 
Development 

201581 
201582  

Course Change 
(going from 2 hour 
block to 1 hour, this 
will be a semester 
only course) 

Infant and Toddler 
Development  

High 
School 

Automotive: 
Diagnostics & 
Electrical  

172021 
172022 Delete Course N/A 

Engineering and 
Industrial 
Technology 

High 
School  

Automotive:  
Engines & 
Performance 

172221 
172222 Delete Course  N/A 

Engineering and 
Industrial 
Technology 

High 
School 

Advanced Automotive TBD Add new course Advanced Automotive Engineering 
High 
School 
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DULUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Dropout Prevention Update

Check and Connect
SSIP  IMPLEMENTATION TEAM

Jason Crane, Director of Special Services
Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment and Evaluation

Tonya Sconiers, Principal - Denfeld High School
Sarah Laulunen, Check and Connect Coordinator - 

Denfeld High School
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Overview of Presentation

● Background

● Our Journey

● Key Accomplishments

● Challenges

● Results

● Next Steps

scalingup.org
2
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Office of Special Education Program (OSEP) Charge to 
States

● Develop a comprehensive, ambitious, yet achievable multi-year plan that 
states will develop to improve results for children/students with 
disabilities (and their families).

●
● Increase the capacity of districts to implement, scale up, and sustain 

evidence-based practices that will result in improved results.

3
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Overview

• State identified four districts - 
these four districts accounted for 
approximately 30% of the 
population group 

• Goal: Increase 6-year graduation 
rates for Black and American 
Indian students with disabilities 

4

 
Minneapolis

Saint Paul

Duluth

Osseo
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Our Journey
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Our Journey
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Our Journey
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Create a Team

Check and Connect Team:

● Minnesota Department of Education Staff

● District Administration

● Denfeld Principal

● Check and Connect Coordinator

● 2 Check and Connect Mentors

scalingup.org
8
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Key Accomplishments

• Each year, improved our district’s capacity to implement 
evidence-based practice 

• Each year, increased the number of students served by Check and 
Connect mentors (currently 60 students)

• Over two years, 13 out of 14 American Indian & Black students 
with disabilities graduated on time graduation (one student is 
continuing)

isd709.org
9
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Challenges

● Staff turnover (Assistant Superintendent, Check and Connect 
Coordinator, Check and Connect Mentor)

●
● Required paperwork, data collection, and coaching to implement to 

fidelity 
●
● Funding and commitment to support scale up efforts
●
● Chronic absenteeism 

isd709.org
10
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Results: District Capacity 

11scalingup.org
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Results: District Capacity

12scalingup.org
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Results: Student Attendance and Credits

isd709.org
13
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Results: Graduation Rates - Denfeld

isd709.org
14

 Four-Year, On-Time Graduation Rate

2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number

All Students 73.42 174/237 73.86 178/241 80.36 180/224

American Indian 30.00 3/10 35.00 7/20 73.33 11/15

Asian * * * * * *

Hispanic 72.73 8/11 * * * *

Black 57.14 8/14 42.86 6/14 55.56 10/18

White 77.37 147/190 80.66 146/181 84.66 138/163

Two or More Races  71.43 10/14 71.43 10/14

Special Education 45.00 27/60 33.33 18/54 61.82 34/55

Free/Reduced Priced Lunch 62.42 93/149 62.07 90/145 72.55 111/153
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Results: Student Impact

isd709.org
15

“ Being here makes me feel like I’m at home.”

“Kim and Deb are 

nice.”

“ If Deb wasn’t here, I wouldn’t 

graduate.”

“If it wasn’t for Deb, I probably wouldn’t 
come to school. She motivates me.”
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Next Steps

● Increase mentor caseloads to 35

● Continue working to increase district capacity to support initiative

● Expand use of Check and Connect at Denfeld
○ Mentor volunteers with Denfeld’s Community Schools program 
○ Volunteer teachers during WIN

● Explore ways to sustain programming at Denfeld post grant 

● Provide information to other schools to encourage expansion beyond 
Denfeld

isd709.org
16
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Questions

isd709.org
17
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Update: 
College and Career 
Readiness

Duluth Public Schools
Graduating Class of 2018

Dr. Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment and Evaluation
Sumair Sheikh, Career and College Readiness Specialist

Brad Vieths, Vocational Programs Coordinator

27



““Career and college ready” means a high school graduate has the 
knowledge, skills, and competencies to successfully pursue a career 
pathway, including postsecondary credit leading to a degree, diploma, 

certificate, or industry-recognized credential and employment. 

Students who are career and college ready are able to 
successfully complete credit-bearing coursework at a two or four-year 
college or university or other credit-bearing postsecondary program 

without need for remediation.

 Minnesota Statute 120B.30
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College and Career 
Readiness
Programming

29



State Requirements 
World’s Best Workforce 

MN Statute 120B.11
▷ All children are ready for school.

▷ All third-graders can read at grade level.

▷ All racial and economic achievement gaps 
between students are closed.

▷ All students are ready for career and college.

▷ All students graduate from high school

30
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▷ Aligned Rigorous curriculum(Element 1 and 2)

▷ Career interest inventory and planning tool 
(Element 3)

▷ Set career and/or college goals and track 
progress (Element 4 and 5)

▷ Provide rigorous career oriented courses 
(Element 6)

▷ Provide access to career/college oriented 
counseling services (Element 7)

▷ Local collaboration to improve 
opportunities (Element 8)

State Requirements 
9 Elements of Student Transition 

MN Statute 120B.125
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Our Process and Supports
▷ Align curriculum to meet the standards set by 

the state of Minnesota
▷ Student interest inventory and planning tools 

in MCIS
▷ Student access to counselors and career 

centers
▷ Career focused courses through CTE
▷ College level courses through Advanced 

Placement and CITS and articulation 
agreements

▷ Collaboration with local universities, workforce 
development agencies, and industry groups

32



College and Career 
Readiness
2018 ACT Results
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ACT Overview

Curriculum-based measure that provides a 
readiness indicator for college-level work

Tests achievement in 4 primary areas:

▷ English  (College English)
▷ Math  (College Algebra)
▷ Reading   (College Social Science)
▷ Science  (College Biology)

Year to year comparisons are difficult – 
participation requirements have changed over 
time

Results reported are for graduating class of 2017
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District, State, National Scores 35



District Scores by Ethnicity 
Student Group Composite Score

Number of Students 
Tested

All Students 21.3 512

Black/African American 15.1 11

American Indian * 7

White 21.9 277

Hispanic/Latino * 9

Asian 22.7 11

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander * 1

Two or more races 20.0 34

Prefer not to respond 21.0 162
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District Scores by School 
School Composite Score Number of Students Tested

Academic Excellence 
Online

* 2

Area Learning Center * 6

Chester Creek Academy * 3

Denfeld 19.1 162

East 22.7 328

Merritt Creek Academy * 1

Rockridge Academy * 10
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Participation Numbers By Year
Graduating 

Class
Number Tested Required? 

Offered During 
School Day 

Free?

2013 469 No No No

2014 402 No No No

2015 377 No No No

2016 658 Yes Yes Yes

2017 495 No Yes Yes

2018 512 No Yes Yes

2019 ?? No Yes

Yes, if 
qualify for 
FRL or unable 

to pay
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Percent of Students Ready for 
College-Level Coursework
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Percent Taking Core or More By Year

Graduating Class Composite Score
Percent Taking 
Core or More

Number of Students 
Tested

2015 23.3 93 377

2016 21.0 73 658

2017 21.7 75 495

2018 21.3 77 512
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ACT Themes

▷ The district’s average composite score 
is on par with the state average. 

▷ Both the district and the state are 
significantly above the national 
average.

▷ Disparities exist between White 
students and students of color with 
regard to participation rates and 
performance.

41



ACT Themes
▷ There was a slight increase in the 

number of students who took the 
ACT from 2017 to 2018. Approximately 
83% of senior class (vs. 82%)

▷
▷ Participation requirements have 

changed over time; Caution should 
be used in making year to year 
comparisons.

▷ Course work matters. Students who 
take a rigorous course pattern earn 
substantially higher ACT composite 
scores. 

▷

42



Ongoing Efforts
▷ Increase access for students to take 

the ACT

▷ Continue to evaluate curriculum for 
areas for improvement

▷ Evaluate/increase the rigor of courses 
offered

▷ Encourage students to take a 
rigorous course pattern

43



Next Steps: Supports and 
Programing

▷ Develop Career and College Readiness 
Advisory Committee

▷ Better integrate and align work-ready 
skills and careers pathways into core 
academic areas

▷ Encourage students to take a rigorous 
course pattern based on self-identified 
interests
○ Recruitment, retention, and access

▷ State Career and College Readiness Toolkit

44



Career and College Success
45
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Career and College Readiness Toolkit

● Career and College Readiness Resource Guide 

● CCR Resource Guide: Domains and Competencies 

● CCR Resource Guide: Program Planning Guide

● CCR Resource Guide: Data Inquiry 
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Questions?

Career and College Programming: 
sumair.sheikh@isd709.org
bradley.vieths@isd709.org

Data: 
tawnyea.lake@isd709.org
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Resolution E-11-18-3595        November 20, 2018 

RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept grants by resolution 

expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the best interest of 

the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the below-

described grant from said organization in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its grateful 

appreciation to this organization. 

Organization Author/Contact Project Title Award Amount Terms 

Miller-Dwan 
Foundation 

Ron Lake 
Sources of 

Strength (S.O.S.) 
$20,000 

Funds will be used to support Sources 
of Strength (S.O.S.) programing Duluth 
East and Denfeld High Schools. 

Northland 
Foundation – 
KIDS PLUS 

Youth in 
Philanthropy 

Board 

Calvin Harris 
Soaring Eagles 
Robotics Team 

$500 
Fund will be used to support the 
Soaring Eagles Robotics Team at 
Laura MacArthur Elementary School. 
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202 West Superior Street, Suite 610
Duluth, Minnesota 55802
218.723.4040 · 800.433.4045 · northlandfdn.org

October 23, 2018
Project # 18-18244

Calvin Harris
Laura MacArthur Elementary - ISD #709
720 North Central Avenue
Duluth, MN 55807

Dear  Calvin Harris:

I am pleased to inform you that the Northland Foundation’s KIDS PLUS Youth in Philanthropy Board has reviewed 
your proposal for the Soaring Eagles Robotics Team and has approved a grant of $500.00 for the period 
(10/08/2018 to 12/11/2018) to Laura MacArthur Elementary - ISD #709. Your grant was made with funding support 
from Minnesota Power. Please take a few minutes to send a special “thank-you” to Aimee Curtis, Foundation 
Director, Minnesota Power, 30 West Superior Street, Duluth, MN 55802.

The Agreement of Grantee is attached to this letter.  Please read the agreement in its entirety and make special 
note of all the provisions and procedures indicated.  By accepting this grant, you are affirming that your 
organization agrees to the terms and conditions outlined in the Grant Agreement.  (Please note that the 
Northland Foundation no longer requires this form to be signed and returned.)

The Northland Foundation uses an Electronic Funds Transfer process for grant payments. Please complete and 
return the attached ACH Credit Authorization form with the grantee organization or fiscal agent organization 
bank account information where you would like the grant funds deposited.

Grant payments are made during the first full week of each month.  In order for our Accounting Department to 
release your payment, please return the completed ACH Authorization form no later than the 25th of the 
month before your payment is scheduled.  We accept forms via email (scanned copies), fax (218-723-4048), or 
USPS (hard copies).

The Northland Foundation will issue a full payment schedule for this grant. The payment will be distributed in the 
sum of $500.00 on or around 12/01/2018.

The Northland Foundation will be making public news releases through the regional media regarding all of the KIDS 
PLUS Youth in Philanthropy grant awards. Please utilize your community media resources to announce receipt of 
these funds to your project. The Northland Foundation and Minnesota Power would appreciate being acknowledged 
as a source of support in all news releases initiated by you. Please provide us with copies of any press coverage 
and photographs received by your project, as well as any media releases and program materials you produce. 
These will be added to your file and may be utilized by the Northland Foundation in our public information efforts.

As you will note, one of the conditions of the Agreement of Grantee is the submission of a final report on the activities, 
outcomes, and financial expenditures of your project. We will expect this report from you by: 01/31/2019.  Please 
provide us sufficient narrative to describe the activities and impact of your project. For your convenience, the reporting 
form is available on-line at https://northlandfdn.org/grants/apply-report.php. The completed report can be submitted 
electronically to carolc@northlandfdn.org.

On behalf of the Northland Foundation, I would like to extend sincere congratulations to you and your organization. 
Please call Carol Chipman, Grants Manager if you have any questions. I look forward to learning about the progress 
and success of your project.

Sincerely,

Tony Sertich
President

Attachments
cc:  Carol Chipman
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202 West Superior Street, Suite 610
Duluth, Minnesota 55802
218.723.4040 · 800.433.4045 · northlandfdn.org

AGREEMENT OF GRANTEE FOR:

Organization Name: Laura MacArthur Elementary - ISD #709

Project #18-18244

Project Name: Soaring Eagles Robotics Team

Amount: $500.00

By accepting this grant, Laura MacArthur Elementary - ISD #709 (hereafter “GRANTEE”) 
agrees to the following terms and conditions of the Northland Foundation.

1. To use the funds only for the designated activities as described in the approved grant request dated 
10/22/2018 and to notify the Northland Foundation of and obtain its consent to any significant programmatic 
changes or any changes to the budget of 20% or more from said grant application.

2. To maintain its books and records to show, and separately account for, the funds received under this grant, 
and to maintain records of expenditures adequate to identify the purposes for which grant funds have been 
expended.

3. To permit the Northland Foundation, at its request, to have complete access to the grantee's files and records 
for the purpose of making such financial audits, verifications, and investigations as it deems necessary 
concerning the grant, and to maintain such files and records for a period of at least four years after completion 
or termination of the project.

4. To repay to the Northland Foundation any portion of the grant which is not used for the purposes specified 
herein or in the grant application.

5. To not use the funds for any purpose prohibited by law, and to immediately notify the Northland Foundation of 
any lawsuit or any proceedings before any federal, state, or local administrative agency, which may be 
initiated against it.

6. To submit progress reports to the Northland Foundation, detailing activities and progress in accomplishing the 
objectives of the project, as well as all expenditures made in administration of the grant, as requested by the 
Northland Foundation staff.

7. Upon completion of the period for which funds were granted, to submit a detailed final report of the activities 
carried out under the grant, a final expenditures report, and an evaluation of what has been accomplished by 
the project.

8. That the total amount of this grant, or any payment thereof, may be discontinued, modified or withheld at any 
time when, in the judgment of the Northland Foundation, such action is necessary to comply with require-
ments of the law.

Project # 18-18244
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202 West Superior Street, Suite 610
Duluth, Minnesota 55802
218.723.4040 · 800.433.4045 · northlandfdn.org

ACH CREDIT AUTHORIZATION FOR DIRECT DEPOSIT VIA ACH

PROJECT # 18-18244

Please complete the information below with the name and contact information of the person we 
should contact in case of questions and to notify when payment is made.  Please print legibly.   

____________________________________              ____________________________________________
Payment Contact Name (Printed) Payment Contact Email Address

____________________________________                   ___________________________________________
Organization Name (Grantee) Payment Contact Phone Number

FISCAL AGENT INFORMATION (if applicable)

_______________________________________ ____________________________________________
Fiscal Agent Organization Name Fiscal Agent Contact Name

_______________________________________ ____________________________________________
Fiscal Agent Contact Phone Number Fiscal Agent Contact Email Address

Please complete the information below for the bank account you would like your grant payment 
deposited.  Please print legibly.

________________________________________ _____________________________________
Name of Financial Institution Account Name (if applicable)

________________________________________ _____________________________________
Financial Institution - Street Address Financial Institution - City/State/Zip

________________________________________ _____________________________________
Routing Number Account Number 

           Savings Account      Checking Account

I (we) hereby authorize the Northland Foundation to electronically credit my (our) account (and, if necessary, to 
electronically debit my (our) account to correct erroneous credits) Prior notice will be given to grantee prior to any 
corrections.  

I (we) understand that this authorization will remain in full force and effect until I (we) notify the Northland 
Foundation that we wish to revoke this authorization or for the duration of the grant.  I (we) understand 
that the Northland Foundation requires at least a 5 business days prior notice in order to cancel this 
authorization.  

Authorized Signature / Title Date

PLEASE ATTACH VOIDED CHECK HERE Return the completed form to:
Northland Foundation
202 W. Superior Street, Suite 610
Duluth, MN  55802
Fax:  218-723-4048
Email:  grants@northlandfdn.org
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	Agenda
	1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and no action is required.
	A. Assistant Superintendent's Report



The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee regarding teaching and learning. Assistant Superintendent Jeff Horton will share current information regarding implementation of district initiatives and school operations.
	Assistant Superintendent Monthly Ed Com Report

	B. Curriculum and Instruction Report



The purpose of this report is to provide regular updates to the Education Committee regarding teaching and learning. Director of Curriculum and Instruction Gail Netland will share current information regarding the status of the work of the curriculum and instruction department.
	Nov 2018 DCI Monthly Ed Com Report

	C. Informational Presentations
	1) Course Guide Update



Each year, the courses at the secondary level are reviewed by principals, counselors, content specialists and the Director of Curriculum and Instruction to make recommendations for changes to the course catalog and supplements. Director Netland will provide an update regarding these proposed changes.
	Suggested 2019-20 Course Changes

	2) Check and Connect Program Update



Sarah Laulunen, Check and Connect Program Coordinator, Dr. Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment, Evaluation and Performance, Jason Crane, Special Services Director, and Tonya Sconiers, Denfeld High School Principal, will present an update on the work they have done with regard to the 5 year grant from the Minnesota Department of Education to implement the Check and Connect program to increase graduation rates at Denfeld High School.
	2018-2019 Check and Connect Update for School Board

	3) College and Career Readiness Update and ACT Results



Sumair Sheikh, ISD 709 College and Career Readiness Specialist, and Brad Vieths, ISD 709 Vocational Program Coordinator, will present an update regarding College and Career Readiness as part of World's Best Workforce. Dr. Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment, Evaluation and Performance, will also present the most recent ACT results for ISD 709.
	2018-2019 College and Career Readiness Update


	D. Grant Applications
	1) Minnesota Historical Society Grant Application



Glenn Tracey, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant application to the Minnesota Historical Society in the amount of $500. If awarded, funds will be used to provide transportation for students to the Minnesota History Center in St. Paul, MN.
	2) Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation Grant Application



Sumair Sheikh, Alison Wood and Ed Lewis have submitted a grant application to the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation in the amount of $19,957. If awarded, funds will be used to pay for teacher FTE at Denfeld for Spring 2019, Summer curriculum development time for all four of the Pathways2Teaching staff and possibly fund teacher FTE for Fall 2019.
	3) Essentia Health Grant Application



Callie DeVriendt, Lincoln Park Middle School, has submitted a grant application to Essentia Health in the amount of $101,925. If awarded, funds will be used to support restorative practices training and implementation at LPMS. Training would be provided for all teachers, specialists and paras in restorative practices foundations and restorative circles. Specialists would also receive training in restorative conferencing/harm repair.  Funds would also go towards sub costs so teachers could receive this training. Additional money would be utilized to consult with Mickelson Consultants for 5 years and to develop a RP strategic plan in partnership with them for LPMS.
	4) Northland Foundation Grant Application



Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant application to the Northland Foundation in the amount of $5,000. If awarded, funds will be used to help support the annual 6th grade trip to JA BizTown.
	5) Lloyd K. Johnson Grant Application



Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant application to the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation in the amount of $2,000. If awarded, funds will be used to help support the annual 6th grade trip to JA BizTown.
	6) Education Minnesota Grant Application



Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant application to Education Minnesota in the amount of $1,500. If awarded, funds will be used to purchase a set of 12 Sphero Programmable Spheres with protective cases.
	7) Minnesota Council of Teachers of Mathematics (MCTM) Grant Application



Tanya Jackson, Ordean East Middle School teacher, has submitted a grant application to MCTM in the amount of $1,500. If awarded, funds will be used to purchase a set of 12 Sphero Programmable Spheres with protective cases.
	8) 2018 Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation and National Head Start Association Garden Grant Application 



Katie Scheufeli, Duluth Preschool, has submitted a grant application to the 2018 Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation and National Head Start Association Garden Grant in the amount of $5,000 for the Head Start/YMCA Collaborative. If awarded, funds will be used to purchase garden soil and fertilizer,  a greenhouse to start plants, a gorilla garden dump cart and garden tools for little hands. Grant funds would also be used to host a master gardener at the "kick off parent night" and to help buy seeds and starter plants that are difficult to grow from seeds.

	E. Regulations - PLACEHOLDER

	2. Action Items
	A. Resolutions
	1) Resolution E-11-18-3594 - Resolution of School Board Supporting Form A Application to Minnesota State High School League Foundation



Attached is Resolution E-11-18-3594 - Resolution of School Board Supporting Form A Application to Minnesota State High School League Foundation, to support the District's application to the MSHSL Foundation for a Form A grant to offset student activity fees.
	Resolution E-11-18-3594 - Resolution of School Board Supporting Form A Application to Minnesota State High School League Foundation

	2) Resolution E-11-18-3595 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools



Attached is Resolution E-11-18-3595 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve grant awards from the following organizations:



Miller-Dwan Foundation

Northland Foundation

PLACEHOLDER
	RESOLUTION E-11-18-3595 -November 2018 Grant Awards
	Miller-Dwan SOS Grant Award
	YIP Award Letter - Soaring Eagles Robotics Team


	B. Extended Trip Requests
	1) Minnesota Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) State Conference 2018



11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High Schools traveled to the Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park, MN from November 1-2, 2018 to participate in the MN HOSA State Conference 2018. Students ran for the state officer positions and brought along voting delegates. The total cost of the trip was $454 and was funded with student fees and grant dollars.
	Ext Trip Request - HOSA State Conf

	2) MN HOSA State Officer Training and Spring Conference Planning



11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High Schools traveled to the Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park, MN from November 9-10, 2018 to participate in the MN HOSA State Officer Training and Spring Conference Planning. The training prepares state officers for their position and provides instruction for teamwork, leadership and exploring their leadership techniques.The total cost of the trip was $454 and was funded with student fees and grant dollars.
	Ext Trip Request - HOSA State Officer Train

	3) MN HOSA Emergency Preparedness Camp



11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High Schools will be traveling to Camp Ripley in Little Falls, MN to participate in the Minnesota HOSA MRC Camp/Workshop from November 29 - December 1, 2018.  They will take part in emergency preparedness lessons in authentic settings in the areas of CPR and First-Aid.  The total cost of the trip is $1,708 and will be funded with grant dollars and student fees.
	Ext Trip Request - HOSA Emer Prep Camp

	4) MN HOSA 2018 Spring Leadership and State Competition



11th and 12th grade MN HOSA students from Denfeld and East High Schools will travel to St Cloud, Minnesota from March 71-March 30, 2018 for the 2018 MN HOSA Spring Leadership Conference and State Competition. This competition allows students to explore career opportunities in the health care industry to enhance the delivery of quality healthcare.The total cost of the trip is $6,447 and will be funded with student fees and grant dollars.
	Ext trip Request - HOSA Spring Conf

	5) Wolf Ridge ELC - Lester Park Elementary



Students from Lester Park Elementary School will travel to the Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, MN from March 15-17, 2019. This trip will provide students with an experiential learning opportunity, which will help them develop teamwork skills and provide a chance for personal growth. The trip is organized by parents, financed through fund raising activities and student fees and will take place outside of the regular school schedule.
	Ext Trip Request - Wolf Ridge ELC


	C. Data Sharing Agreements



It is requested that the following organizations be granted access to the Student Information System to support District functions from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019:



Northern Michigan University, Marquette, Michigan

Deed Vocational Rehabilitation Services

PLACEHOLDER
	Data Sharing Agreement - NMU
	Data Sharing Agreement - DEED

	D. Diploma Requests



The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:



Rilee Marie Pallum - November 7, 2018

Zachary T. Lund - December 18, 2018

PLACEHOLDER
	Diploma Request
	Diploma Request2

	E. Presentation Items Requiring Approval - PLACEHOLDER
	F. Policies - PLACEHOLDER

	3. Future Items



Policy Updates

