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Education Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Tuesday, August 16, 2016
UnitedHealth Group Building

4316 Rice Lake Road
Suite 108

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Assistant Superintendent's Report

As part of her monthly report, Assistant Superintendent Amy Starzecki 
highlighted efforts in teaching and learning across ISD 709. Updates were 
shared regarding implementation of District initiatives to support teaching 
and learning.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
B. Informational Presentations

1) 2015-16 State Test Results

On Thursday, July 28, 2016, the Minnesota Department of Education 
released the 2015-16 state test results, which include the results of the 
accountability tests, MCA and MTAS.  Consistent with AYP and MMR 
calculations, results are reported as "all accountability tests" for students 
enrolled October 1st in our District.  A detailed review was provided by 
Dr. Tawnyea Lake, Director of Assessment and Evaluation.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this 
item as informational.

C. Grant Applications
1) AmeriCorps Promise Fellow Grant Application

Deborah Devaney, Lincoln Park Middle School, has submitted grant applications to 
the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation, Minnesota Power and Light, Otto Bremer Trust 
and the Duluth-Superior Community Foundation in the amount of $18,400.00.  
Lincoln Park Middle School has a 5-year history of having a comprehensive and 
successful AmeriCorps program which provides intervention for at-risk students and 
to address the achievement gap. Lincoln Park has two AmeriCorps Promise Fellows 
who would like to continue their service at Lincoln Park Middle School for the 
2016-2017 school year. They provide attendance, behavior and academic support to 
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over 70 at-risk students. The Lincoln Park Promise Fellow program is very 
successful and is depended on by students, staff, parents, administration and the 
community.  If awarded, this funding would provide the matching funds for the two 
positions as well as a small stipend for the supervisor, funds for travel to mandatory 
MN Alliance with Youth training and a nominal amount for supplies.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

D. Regulations - NONE
2. Action Items

A. Physical Education Adoption for K-12
Minnesota has adopted the National Standards for Physical Education which 
were developed by the National Association for Sport and Physical 
Education (NASPE) in 2004. Minnesota State Statute 120B.021 requires 
districts to adopt the National Standards for Physical Education. As a result 
of work through curriculum writing, aligning standards to the National 
Standards for Physical Education, doing a physical inventory, and reviewing 
materials through various vendors a partial adoption was completed in the 
15-16 school year and the remaining proposal for the Physical Education 
adoption for the 16-17 school year is below:  

                 Total:           $44,650.57
                 Secondary:  $42,834.31
                 Elementary:  $ 1,816.26 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above item.
B. Grant Awards

1) Resolution E-8-16-3389 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth 
Public Schools

Attached is Resolution E-8-16-3389- Acceptance of Grant Awards to 
Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve the grant awards from the 
following organizations:

Northland Foundation

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve Resolution E-8-16-3389- Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public 
Schools.

C. Diploma Requests

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Olivia Collette Comeau-Thompson - July 20, 2016
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Anthony Arlington Boucher - July 20, 2016
Quincee Renea Thompson - July 20, 2016
Cole Jordon Scott Garson - July 20, 2016
Gabriel James Hakkila - June 28, 2016
Carlynn J. Lipe - July 5, 2016
Zachary Kevin Marble - July 6, 2016
Jacob John Peterson - July 20, 2016
Caitlin Sarah Lawler - July 21, 2016
John Wayne Orrey - July 21, 2016

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above Diploma Requests.
D. Policies - NONE

3. Future Items

- 2016-17 High School Course/Program Offerings
- High School Student Orientation Presentation
- Wellness Policy Update
- Review of Teacher Development and Evaluation Process
- Full Service Community Schools Presentation
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Assistant Superintendent Report to the Board 
August 2016 

 

 

Planning for 2016­2017 

● As I am reflecting on my professional goals for this year it will focus specifically on coaching 
and supporting principals and Continuous Improvement Teams (CITs) to address the 
achievement for all children.  My weekly site visits will look different for next year.  I will be 
spending more time in schools where there are significant achievement concerns or new 
principal leadership.  Mr. Gronseth, Dr. Lake and Dr. Cary will be joining me on those site 
visits. 

● CITs are an important step in being more intentional about addressing achievement goals 
across all school. We are looking to partner with MDE this year to providing training and 
support to CITs on the following topics: 

○ Development and sustainability for effective school leadership teams 
○ Data analysis and conducting comprehensive needs assessment 
○ Development of school improvement plans 

● I have been working closely with Jason Crane and MDE to move forward to implement 
evidence based practices as part of the grant we received last year. This is a five year grant 
to improve graduation rates for African American and American Indian special education 
students at Denfeld High School and the ALC.  We will be implementing a program called 
“Check and Connect” this upcoming school year as a result of this grant and work with MDE. 

● We have many staff development opportunities planned for August: 
○ August 16­Principal Day Tech Camp 
○ August 17­Principal PLC training 
○ August 23/24­CIT PLC training 
○ August 24­New special education teacher training 
○ August 29­New Teacher Orientation 
○ August 30­Workshop Day 

■ There will be a welcome back session from the Superintendent and staff will 
attend breakout sessions on the following topics: PLCs, MTSS, Positive School 
Climate 
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Resolution E-8-16-3389        August 16, 2016 

RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept grants by resolution 

expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the best interest of 

the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the below-

described grant from said organization in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its grateful 

appreciation to this organization. 

Organization Author/Contact Project Title Award Amount Terms 

Northland 
Foundation 

Jay Roesler 
PreK-3rd Grade 
Transition and 

Alignment 
$4,000.00 

Funds from this grant award will be 
used to support and expand PreK-3rd 
grade approaches throughout the 
school district. 
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Building a Strong Foundation for the Future of Our Region
610 Sellwood Building    202 West Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802 

p. 218.723.4040  800.433.4045  f. 218.723.4048  www.northlandfdn.org

August 03, 2016
Project # 16-17029

Jay Roesler
Duluth Public Schools - ISD #709
DuluthUnited States55802MN215 N 1st Avenue East
Duluth, MN 55802

Dear  Jay Roesler:

I am pleased to inform you that the Northland Foundation has reviewed your proposal for the PreK-3rd Grade 
Transition and Alignment and has approved a grant of $4,000.00.

The Agreement of Grantee is attached for your review. If you agree with the conditions presented, please 
have it signed by the authorized official.

The Northland Foundation has implemented an Electronic Funds Transfer process (electronic checks) for 
grant payments. Enclosed is an ACH Credit Authorization Agreement form to be completed with the grantee 
organization or fiscal agent organization bank account information. 

Please return the signed Agreement of Grantee and ACH Credit Authorization forms immediately to the 
Northland Foundation via email (scanned copies), fax (218-723-4048), or USPS (hard copies) in order for our 
accounting department to release your payment from Republic Bank. 

The Northland Foundation will issue a single payment for this grant. If all of the grant conditions are met, this 
payment will be distributed in the sum of $4,000.00 on September 01, 2016.

The Northland Foundation will be making public news releases through the regional media regarding all of the grants 
awarded. Please utilize your community media resources to announce receipt of these funds to your project. The 
Northland Foundation would appreciate being acknowledged as a source of support in all news releases initiated by 
you. Please provide us with copies of any press coverage and photographs received by your project, as well as any 
media releases and program materials you produce. These will be added to your file and may be utilized by the 
Northland Foundation in our public information efforts.

As you will note, one of the conditions of the Agreement of Grantee is the submission of a final report on the 
activities, outcomes, and financial expenditures of your project. We will expect this report from you by: July 31, 
2017.  

Please provide us sufficient narrative to describe the activities and impact of your project. For your convenience, 
you may access the report form through the Grantee Portal. 

On behalf of the Northland Foundation, I would like to extend sincere congratulations to you and your organization. 
Please call Carol Chipman, Grants Manager if you have any questions. I look forward to learning about the progress 
and success of your project.

Sincerely,

Tony Sertich
President

Attachments
cc:  Carol Chipman
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