
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709  • (218) 336-8752

 
Regular School Board Meeting
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709

Agenda
Tuesday, November 17, 2015

District Services Center
709 Portia Johnson Dr.

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of the Agenda
5. Reading and Approving Minutes

A. Regular School Board Meeting - October 20, 2015
B. Special School Board Meeting / Executive (Closed) Session - October 
26, 2015
C. Special School Board Meeting - November 10, 2015

6. School and Community Recognition
7. Audience
8. Reading Communications, Petitions, Etc.
9. Report of the Superintendent

A. Reports from Student School Board Representatives
B. Schedule of Meetings and Events

10. Report of Standing Committees
A. Education Committee (see separate report)
B. Human Resources Committee (see separate report)
C. Business Committee (see separate report)

11. Special Resolutions
A. Resolution SP-11-15-3313 - School Board Member Attendance at the 
2016 Minnesota School Board Association Leadership Conference

12. Questions / Other
13. Adjournment
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Minutes of the Special School Board Meeting 
 

Of the School Board of Independent School District No. 709 held at the Historic Old Central 

High School, 215 North First Avenue East, Duluth, Minnesota 55802, on  
 

 Monday, October 26, 2015 
 

Members Present: 

 Annie Harala 

 Rosie Loeffler-Kemp 

 Mike Miernicki 

 Bill Westholm 

 Harry Welty 

 

Members Absent: 

 Art Johnston 

 Judy Seliga Punyko 

 

                                    Others Present: 

Bill Gronseth, Superintendent 

Bill Hanson, Deputy Clerk 

Melinda Thibault, Secretary 

 

 

 Vice-Chair Harala called the special school board meeting of October 26, 2015 to order at 4:00 

p.m. 

 

M-Westholm, S-Loeffler-Kemp, to approve the agenda.  Upon a vote, the same was approved 

– 5-0. 

 

Member Miernicki presented the resolution: 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

Executive (Closed) Session 

 

 WHEREAS, Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 13D.05 subd. 2.(a)(3) a public body 

must close a meeting for discussion of private educational data. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the School Board of Independent School 

District 709, St. Louis County, Minnesota, that the School Board shall meet in Executive 

(Closed) Session on October 26, 2015 at approximately 4:00 p.m. in the Board Conference 

Room of Historic Old Central High School for the purpose of discussing private educational 

data. 

 

Resolution E-10-15-3308       October 26, 2015 

 

M-Miernicki, S-Welty, to approve Resolution E-10-15-3308 - Executive Closed Session.  

Upon a vote the same passed – 5-0. 

 

Recessed at 4:04 

 

Reconvened at 4:20 
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2 – Special School Board Meeting 

October 26, 2015 

 

 

Member Miernicki presented the resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION EXCLUDING A STUDENT 

 

WHEREAS, written notice of the proposed exclusion of a student was served upon the student 

and the student’s parents in compliance with the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; 

WHEREAS, a hearing on the proposed exclusion was held before an Independent Hearing 

Officer on October 16, 2015, in the law offices of Dryer Storaasli Knutson & Pommerville located at 200 

Sellwood Building, 202 West Superior Street, Duluth, Minnesota  55802; 

WHEREAS, the Independent Hearing Officer has made written Findings of Fact, Conclusions, 

and a Recommendation to the School Board regarding the proposed exclusion; 

WHEREAS, the School Board has reviewed the Independent Hearing Officer’s Findings of Fact, 

Conclusions, and Recommendation;  

WHEREAS, the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act states that the School Board shall base its decision 

upon the recommendation; and 

WHEREAS, the written notice of proposed exclusion, the name of the student proposed for 

exclusion, and the Independent Hearing Officer’s Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Recommendation are 

private educational data under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The School Board hereby accepts and adopts the Independent Hearing Officer’s Findings and Fact, 

Conclusions and Recommendation as the basis for its decision. 

 

2. The School Board hereby excludes the student from the schools of Independent School District No. 

709 from October 26, 2015, through June 9, 2016.  The exclusion takes effect on October 26, 2015. 

 

3. The Superintendent, or his designee, is directed to mail the following to the student and to the 

student’s parents:  a copy of this Resolution; a copy of the Independent Hearing Officer’s Finding of 

Fact, Conclusions and Recommendation; and a letter stating that the student has been excluded 

effective October 26, 2015, and may be reinstated effective September 6, 2016.   

 

4. The Superintendent, or his designee, is directed to identify the alternative educational services that are 

available to the student during the period of exclusion, if the student wishes to take advantage of 

them. 

 

5. The Superintendent, or his designee, is directed to make an electronic report of this exclusion to the 

Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education within thirty calendar days as required by 

Minnesota Statutes section 121A.53. 

 

E-10-15-3309         October 26, 2015 

 

M-Miernicki, S-Welty, to approve Resolution E-10-15-3309 – Resolution Excluding A 

Student.  Upon a vote, the same was approved – 5-0. 

 

 Vice-Chair Harala adjourned the Special School Board meeting of October 26, 2015 at 4:24 p.m. 
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Minutes of the Special School Board Meeting 
 

Of the School Board of Independent School District No. 709 held at the Historic Old Central 

High School, 215 North First Avenue East, Duluth, Minnesota 55802, on  
 

 Tuesday, November 10, 2015 
 

Members Present: 

 Annie Harala 

 Art Johnston 

 Rosie Loeffler-Kemp 

 Mike Miernicki 

 Judy Seliga Punyko 

 Bill Westholm 

 Harry Welty 

 

 

                                    Others Present: 

Bill Gronseth, Superintendent 

Melinda Thibault, Secretary 

Bill Hanson, Deputy Clerk 

 

 

 Chair Seliga Punyko called the special school board meeting of November 10, 2015 to order at  

4:16 p.m. 

 

Member Miernicki presented the resolution: 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

Canvassing Returns of Votes of School District General Election of November 3, 2015 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the School Board of Independent School District 709, as follows: 

 

1. It is hereby found, determined and declared that the General election of the voters of this 

district, held on November 3, 2015, was in all respects duly and legally called and held. 
 

 2. At Large: 

 As specified in the attached Abstract and Return of Votes Cast, a total of 22,081 voters of the 

district voted at said election on the election of nominees for election as school board 

member for a four year term vacancy on the school board caused by expiration of term on 

January 4, 2016 next following the general election as follows: 
 

 Alanna Oswald 9,621 

 Renee K. VanNett  8,910 

  
 

3. Candidate Alanna Oswald having received the highest number of votes, is elected to a four-year 

term for the At Large school board seat beginning January 4, 2016. 

  

 4. District Two: 

 As specified in the attached Abstract and Return of Votes Cast, a total of 5,149 voters of the 

district voted at said election on the election of nominees for election as school board 

member for one four year term vacancy on the school board caused by expiration of term on 

January 4, 2016 next following the general election as follows: 
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2 – Special School Board Meeting 

November 10, 2015 

 

 

 David Kirby 2,776 

 Charles Obije 1,857 

  

5. Candidate David Kirby having received the highest number of votes, is elected to a  four-year 

term for the Second District school board seat beginning January 4, 2016. 

 

6. District Three: 

 As specified in the attached Abstract and Return of Votes Cast, a total of 5,577 voters of the 

district voted at said election on the election of nominees for election as school board 

member for one four year term vacancy on the school board caused by expiration of term on 

January 4, 2016 next following the general election as follows: 
 

   Loren Martell  1,705 

   Nora Sandstad 3,111 
  

7. Candidate Nora Sandstad having received the highest number of votes, is elected to a four-year 

term for the Third District school board seat beginning January 4, 2016. 

 

8. The School District Clerk is hereby authorized to certify the results of the election to the County 

Auditor of each County in which the School District is located in whole or in part. 
 

 

Resolution B-11-15-3311          November 10, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M-Miernicki, S-Welty, to approve Resolution B-11-15-3311 - Canvassing Returns of Votes of 

School District General Election of November 3, 2015  Upon a vote the same passed – unanimously. 

 

 Chair Seliga Punyko adjourned the Special School Board meeting of November 10, 2015 at 4:20 p.m. 
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3 – Special School Board Meeting 

November 10, 2015 

 

 

ABSTRACT AND RETURN OF VOTES CAST 

FOR GENERAL ELECTION 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 709 (DULUTH) 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

ABSTRACT AND RETURN OF VOTES CAST 

GENERAL ELECTION, DISTRICT NO. AT LARGE 

November 3, 2015 

 

A. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS REGISTERED:  

 AT  7:00 O'CLOCK A. M.  53,959 

 

B. TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW REGISTRATIONS ON ELECTION DAY:  1,071 

C. TOTAL NUMBER OF SIGNATURES ON THE POLLING PLACE ROSTER  ____* 

 

D. TOTAL NUMBER OF ACCEPTED REGULAR, MILITARY AND OVERSEAS    * 

 ABSENTEE BALLOTS               

 

E. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS VOTING IN THE GENERAL ELECTION   22,081 

 (add C plus D equals E): 

 

******************************************************************************* 

F. TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETELY BLANK BALLOTS IN THE BALLOT  *  

 BOX 

 

G. TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETELY DEFECTIVE BALLOTS IN THE *  

 BALLOT BOX:               

******************************************************************************* 

H. TOTAL NUMBER OF SPOILED BALLOTS IN THE SPOILED BALLOT  *   

 ENVELOPE             

 

I. TOTAL NUMBER OF UNUSED BALLOTS RETURNED TO THE CLERK *   

******************************************************************************* 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 

DISTRICT NO.  AT LARGE 

CANDIDATE  Alanna Oswald  9,621 

CANDIDATE  Renee K. Van Nett   8,910 

 

Total number of Write In votes for this office: *  

Total number of ballots defective for this office: (Overvotes) *  

Total number of ballots blank for this office:    (Overvotes) *  

TOTAL BALLOTS COUNTED FOR THIS OFFICE: 18,531 

******************************************************************************* 

*This information is not available for this abstract. 
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4 – Special School Board Meeting 

November 10, 2015 

 

 

ABSTRACT AND RETURN OF VOTES CAST 

FOR GENERAL ELECTION 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 709 (DULUTH) 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

ABSTRACT AND RETURN OF VOTES CAST 

GENERAL ELECTION, DISTRICT NO. TWO 

November 3, 2015 

 

A. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS REGISTERED:  

 AT  7:00 O'CLOCK A. M.  12,489 

 

B. TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW REGISTRATIONS ON ELECTION DAY:  367 

C. TOTAL NUMBER OF SIGNATURES ON THE POLLING PLACE ROSTER  ____* 

 

D. TOTAL NUMBER OF ACCEPTED REGULAR, MILITARY AND OVERSEAS    * 

 ABSENTEE BALLOTS               

 

E. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS VOTING IN THE GENERAL ELECTION   5,149 

 (add C plus D equals E): 

 

******************************************************************************* 

F. TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETELY BLANK BALLOTS IN THE BALLOT   * 

 BOX 

 

G. TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETELY DEFECTIVE BALLOTS IN THE  * 

 BALLOT BOX:               

******************************************************************************* 

H. TOTAL NUMBER OF SPOILED BALLOTS IN THE SPOILED BALLOT    * 

 ENVELOPE             

 

I. TOTAL NUMBER OF UNUSED BALLOTS RETURNED TO THE CLERK   * 

******************************************************************************* 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 

DISTRICT NO.  TWO 

 

CANDIDATE  David Kirby  2,776 

CANDIDATE  Charles Obije   1,857 

 

Total number of Write In votes for this office: *  

Total number of ballots defective for this office: (Overvotes) *  

Total number of ballots blank for this office:    (Overvotes) *  

TOTAL BALLOTS COUNTED FOR THIS OFFICE:  4,633 

******************************************************************************* 

*This information is not available for this abstract. 
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5 – Special School Board Meeting 

November 10, 2015 

 

 

ABSTRACT AND RETURN OF VOTES CAST 

FOR GENERAL ELECTION 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 709 (DULUTH) 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

ABSTRACT AND RETURN OF VOTES CAST 

GENERAL ELECTION, DISTRICT NO. THREE 

November 3, 2015 

 

A. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS REGISTERED:  

 AT  7:00 O'CLOCK A. M.  13,699 

 

B. TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW REGISTRATIONS ON ELECTION DAY:  253 

C. TOTAL NUMBER OF SIGNATURES ON THE POLLING PLACE ROSTER  ____* 

 

D. TOTAL NUMBER OF ACCEPTED REGULAR, MILITARY AND OVERSEAS    * 

 ABSENTEE BALLOTS               

 

E. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS VOTING IN THE GENERAL ELECTION   5,577 

 (add C plus D equals E): 

 

******************************************************************************* 

F. TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETELY BLANK BALLOTS IN THE BALLOT   * 

 BOX 

 

G. TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETELY DEFECTIVE BALLOTS IN THE  * 

 BALLOT BOX:               

******************************************************************************* 

H. TOTAL NUMBER OF SPOILED BALLOTS IN THE SPOILED BALLOT    * 

 ENVELOPE             

 

I. TOTAL NUMBER OF UNUSED BALLOTS RETURNED TO THE CLERK   * 

******************************************************************************* 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 

DISTRICT NO.  THREE 

 

CANDIDATE  Loren Martell  1,705 

CANDIDATE  Nora Sandstad   3,111 

 

Total number of Write In votes for this office: *  

Total number of ballots defective for this office: (Overvotes) *  

Total number of ballots blank for this office:    (Overvotes) *  

TOTAL BALLOTS COUNTED FOR THIS OFFICE:    4,816 

******************************************************************************* 

*This information is not available for this abstract. 
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8.     Communications, Petitions, etc. 

 

 

10/07/15 A letter addressed to Superintendent Bill Gronseth from Kathy A. Doyle, 

sharing a copy of a Minneapolis Tribune commentary related to charter 

schools.  Ms. Doyle asked that the information be shared with School 

Board Members. 
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Page 1 of 2 
 

Office of the Superintendent • Duluth Public Schools ISD 709 • 215 N First Avenue East • Duluth, MN 55802 • (218) 336-8752 

DULUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS ISD 709 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

All meetings are scheduled at Historic Old Central High School, 215 N 1
st
 Avenue East, unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

 

November 16 – November 20, 2015 
Tuesday November 17 5:30 p.m. Tenured Teacher Reception/Social 

  6:00 p.m. Tenured Teacher Recognition Ceremony 

 

Tuesday November 17 6:30 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting 

   (Agenda Attached) 

   Board Room – 2
nd

 Floor 

 

 

Thursday November 19 6:00 p.m. ISD 709 Annual Report to the Community 

   Denfeld High School 

    401 N. 44
th
 Avenue West, Duluth, MN 

 

 

November 23 – November 27, 2015 
No meetings scheduled at this time. 

 

 

November 30 – December 4, 2015 
No meetings scheduled at this time. 

 

 

December 7 – December 11, 2015 
Monday December 7 4:15 p.m. Human Resources Committee 

   Board Room – 2
nd

 Floor 

 

Monday December 7 4:30 p.m. Business Committee 

   (or to follow the Human Board Room – 2
nd

 Floor 
  Resources Comm. Mtg)  
 

Tuesday December 8 4:15 p.m. Education Committee 

   Board Room – 2
nd

 Floor 

 

 

December 14 – December 18, 2015 
Tuesday December 15 6:30 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting 

• Includes Truth in Taxation Hearing 

   Board Room – 2
nd

 Floor 
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Office of the Superintendent • Duluth Public Schools ISD 709 • 215 N First Avenue East • Duluth, MN 55802 • (218) 336-8752 

 

December 21 – December 25, 2015 
No meetings scheduled at this time. 

 

 

December 28, 2015 – January 1, 2016 
No meetings scheduled at this time. 

 

 

January 4 – January 8, 2016 
Monday January 4 4:30 p.m. Annual Organizational Meeting 

   Board Room – 2
nd

 Floor 

 

 

 

 

 
Office of the Superintendent 

November 12, 2015 
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Office of the Superintendent • Duluth Public Schools ISD 709 • 215 North First Avenue East • Duluth, Minnesota 55802 • (218) 336-8752 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

Board Member Attendance at 2016 MSBA Leadership Conference 

 

 

 

 

 RESOLVED, That Independent School District 709, St. Louis County, Minnesota, 

pay costs incurred, as per District policy, for school board members to attend the Minnesota 

School Boards Association 2016 Leadership Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota on 

January 13-15, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution SP-11-15-3313 November 17, 2015 
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