
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, February 10, 2025 6:00 PM

School Board Conference Room
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $342,164.56. Checks 

#33947 to #33991
4.4. Approve transfer of $342,164.56 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Checks #33947 to #33991
 

4.5. Reading and approval of building fund bills in the amount of $114,901.25. Check 
#1710

4.6. Activity Fund Report
4.7. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $13,573.58. Checks 

#8569 to #8579
4.8. Mow Power Lawn Care Program

5. Information Item
5.1. Recognize NCPA Academic All State Students
5.2. Student presentation by Landon Drews
5.3. 2025-2026 School Calendar Review

6. Action Item
6.1. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the resignation of staff.
6.2. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:

7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism

8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment

 



















































































































September 2025
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2025-2026 School Calendar
1 No School - Labor Day
2 No School - ESU PLC
8 Late Start - Staff Ins.

T-21, S-20, PK-16

4th-8th Teacher Workday-1 day
11/13 Teacher Inservice

14 First Day Students
25 First Day Preschool

T-16, S-12, PK-4

10 Late Start - Staff Ins.
7 No School

26-28 No School
Thanksgiving Break

T-16, S-16 , PK-15

6 No School -PTC
1:00-8:00 PM

13 Late Start - Staff Ins.
17 End of 1st Qtr (44 days)

T-23, S-22, PK-18

8 Late Start - Staff Ins.
19 End of 2nd Qtr (41)

End of 1st Sem. (85)
Begin Winter Break

T-91 T-15, S-15, PK-12

9 Late Start - Staff Ins.
16 No School

??? ESU PLC Day
23 No Elementary

Parent Teacher Conf.
T-20, S-19, PK-14

3 No School Good Friday
6 No School Easter Break

13 Late Start - Staff Ins.

T-79 T-20, S-20, PK-17

5 Teacher Inservice
6 School Resumes

12 Late Start - Staff Ins.
26 No School - 

Mid Winter Break
T-19, S-18, PK-14

9 Late Start - Staff Ins.
11 End of 3rd Qtr. (45)

12/13 No School - Spr. Break

T-20, S-20, PK-17

9 Graduation 3:00
22 End of 4th Qtr (43)

End of 2nd Sem. (88)
26 Teacher workday
27 Teacher Checkout

T-13, S-11, PK-8

***Please Note*** Our School Calendar has 5 extra days built into it for unscheduled dismissals (i.e. snow days, state 
tournaments). The earliest day for Dismissal will be Friday, May 15, 2026. The final day will be announced in the May 2026 
newsletter. 
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Superintendent Report - February 2025

I hope you are doing well and staying healthy.  We have been hit pretty hard with 
the flu bug. Both staff and students have been affected by the bug.  Things seem 
to be improving, so hopefully we are on the healthy side of this.
  
The wall mats are installed in the Multi Purpose room.  Well almost - the areas 
where mats are covering an outlet still need to be cut and installed with outlet 
inserts.  They look really nice and hopefully will help with the acoustics.

Even the mice are wanting to come to school.  We have had a small infestation in 
certain food holding areas of the building.  We are gradually relocating them by 
running trap lines in these areas.  

The Personnel and Finance committee met this past week to discuss advertising 
for the Tech Coordinator position.  We discussed the Spanish program and 
possible changes to this offering. And, last but not least we discussed 
administrative and classified staff salaries for 25-26.  More will be shared at the 
meeting.

I included the 25-26 School Calendar in the board agenda for discussion.  The 
calendar mirrors the current years calendar.  I have shared with the staff and the 
current calendar did not have any recommended changes from them.  We will 
need to discuss Friday dismissal time and/or Senior student  dismissal date due to 
hours needed for graduation.

Staff will be attending the PLC in Hershey on the 17th.  Jimmy Casas will be the 
keynote on this day and there will be breakout sessions for staff.  We will also fulfill 
the new state requirement that all staff have BITS training (Behavior Intervention 
Training and Teacher Support Act)

The Keith County Highway department will be having a public meeting at the 
school on Thursday the 13th at 6:00 pm.  I don’t know all the details for the 
meeting, but I do plan to attend.

I recently renewed my Level II bus certification.  This is required every five years to 
drive buses. Speaking of buses, we have had a few maintenance things come up 
recently.  New front drive tires for the Coach bus were needed  due to the year of 
the tire.  We also replaced the tag axle tires on this bus. We have a couple of 
warnings on the 2020 bus to check out and our bus radios have not been working 
consistently.  All of which we are checking out. 



Elementary news:
Tom Kraus and Ted Slagle brought a behive to the school recently and presented 
to the elementary and middle school students.  Students were able to see the 
bees and find the queen bee in the hive.  Students also tasted 4 types of honey 
made from different plants and areas. 

Elementary Parent Teacher Conferences will be Monday, February 24 from 1-7 pm.  
Elementary recess temperature guidelines are always a point of discussion, so we 
are going to set a temperature that is acceptable for outdoor recess.  If you have a 
suggestion, please let me know.

We will be discussing and planning for all of these upcoming events at the late 
start on Monday.

I will close for now and save the rest for Monday. 
Del



Mrs. McAbee 
Principal Report 
Feb. 7, 2025 

Activities: 

Speech: We have had two speech meets so far this year in Wallace and Perkins Co. Placing at 
Wallace included Miah Fox 2nd in POI, Emma Lake 4th in Informative, Rileigh Reeves 5th in 
Extemp, Kepler Spurgin 6th in Serious Prose, and Eden Coppersmith 6th in Persuasive.At the 
Perkins Co. speech meet, we were missing several students due to illness. However, Miah Fox 
did place 10th in the Honors round in Serious Prose. 
  
Upcoming Events: Sutherland on Feb. 8th, North Platte Blue & Gold on Feb. 15th, RPAC at 
Cambridge on Feb. 19th, Ogallala on Feb. 22nd, and Maxwell on March 8th. 
 
Quiz Bowl: The Quiz Bowl team has competed in two events: Jan. 15th at the RPAC 
tournament where the team won 3 rounds and at the Ogallala meet Jan. 28th where both the JV 
and Varsity teams competed. Unfortunately, the team did not win a round that day.  
 
The Paxton Quiz Bowl date has been set for Monday, March 31st beginning at 5:00 MT. Any 
volunteers that are interested, please let me know. 
 
Music:  
Mrs. Peters and the music department have been busy this semester.  
 
Jan. 20th - Kearney Underclassman Honor Band - Rileigh Reeves (flute) and Jesse Connick 
(percussion) performed that night at Kearney High School. 
 
Jan. 25th - Singing Youth of Nebraska - Emma Lake, Aliyah Connor, Makayla Runge, Brynn 
Kuenning, Conner Curtis, Chloe Schure, Tristan Connick, Hogan Florom, Allahna Finch, Brysun 
Potts, and Alex Jenkins performed that afternoon at North Platte High School. 
 
Jan. 27th - UNK Honor Band/Choir - Mercy Egan (tenor saxophone) and John Fricke (vocal) 
that performed that night at UNK. 
 
Feb. 1st - North Platte Middle School Honor Band - Macy Harger (trumpet) performed that 
afternoon at North Platte High School. 
 
Feb. 3rd and 4th - High Plains Honor Band -  Mercy Egan (tenor saxophone) performed Feb. 
4th at the concert in Memorial Hall. 
 
Feb. 10th - RPAC Vocal Clinic - Mrs. Peters and the high school choir will travel to Dundy 
County Stratton Schools to work with RPAC west schools with a concert following at 6:00 pm  
MT 



Student Council -  Thank you to the Student Council group for hosting Spirit Week Jan. 
13-17th. They also sponsored the Snowball Dance on Jan. 18th.  
 
FFA - The FFA Chapter is in the middle of the competitions.  
 
Jan. 22nd - Ethan Hardin and Noah Coppersmith presented their State Degrees in North Platte. 
They will be informed of their award and receive it at the state FFA convention in April. 
 
Jan. 29th - The first CDE competition was held in North Platte. This is a district competition to 
earn a spot at the state competition in April. Students who competed include Sarah Brott, Skylar 
Johson, Madison Hanson, Jaleigh Hanson, Eden Villa-Enriquez, Austin Bush, Tommy Nance, 
Jaden Searl, Mavrik McConnell, and Landon Drews. Placing that day included Sarah Brott (red 
ribbon) in vet science and Jaleigh Hansen (purple ribbon) in vet science. Jaleigh was in the top 
ten individually but did not earn a spot at state in this event. 
 
Feb. 6th - All Ag students traveled to North Platte to tour the Sustainable Beef Plant. Thank you 
to Mark Perlinger and Doug Drews for providing snacks and water. 
 
Feb. 12th - Second CDE competition in North Platte. Good luck Tigers! 
 
Boys and Girls State Interviews - The boys and girls state interviews will be held on Thursday, 
Feb. 6th. We have 3 boys and 4 girls that will be interviewing this year. 
 
Professional Development: 
 
Feb. 17th - ESU PLC Day in Hershey for all staff 
Feb. 18th - Principendent Day in North Platte with Jimmy Casas who is a nationally known 
presenter and trainer that will support admin teams. 
 
Mrs. McAbee and the middle school / high school ELA teachers are looking at new HQIM 
materials for next year. They plan to visit a school with these materials being used in the near 
future. 
 
Student Data: 
Students in Grades 6-8 were accessed in the NSCAS Winter Growth tests on Jan. 14th in ELA 
and Math. We are evaluating the data and using it to prepare our students for the NSCAS 
Spring State tests in April. 



February 2025 
Athletic Director’s Report 
 
NSAA Update 
As proposed changes to regulations to the NSAA have reached the final stages, a major change 
could be coming to the NSAA and their respective legislative Districts. Last April at 
Representative Assembly, there was a proposal to change the NSAA Legislative Districts to try 
and equalize the NSAA District representation based on school districts and student population 
by District. This is in response to the growth occurring in the eastern one-third of the state. The 
proposal from the floor failed due to a lack of a motion; however, it did spark a discussion and 
the formation of a committee to research a possible solution. A proposal was put forth to the 
membership and has now reached the final stage. Implementation could occur as we head into 
the next school year.  
 
The link below will take you to our current District boundaries… 
https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/nsaaforms/pdf/distmap.pdf 
 
Here is a link to the proposed new District boundaries… 
https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/textfile/leg/SBmap.pdf 
 
As you compare the two maps, you will notice that the new District boundary proposal moves 
Paxton from District IV to District VI. In fact, District VI grows substantially geographically. The 
remaining five districts also experience boundary changes as well. 
 
As mentioned above, the intent of this change is to provide some sort of equalization when it 
comes to school districts and student population across all NSAA Districts. The new District 
proposal will come as close to meeting this goal as possible. Apparently, the current District 
boundaries actually followed a teachers union district map from many, many, many, many, many 
years ago. Coupled with the growth of the eastern one-third of the state, it was probably time for 
an update. 
 
Several of our winter sports are wrapping up, with spring sports practices beginning on March 
3rd. Here is a look at what has happened since the last Board meeting.  
 
Basketball 
The junior high Tigers basketball teams have one game left on their schedule, when they travel 
to Wallace on February 12th. Currently, Girls “A” is 3-2, Girls “B” is 1-3, Boys “A” is 5-0, Boys “B” 
is 2-2. The second semester began with the Tigers hosting Creek Valley on January 15th, in 
which all Tiger teams defeated the Storm. The following week, the teams traveled to Sutherland 
where the Sailors defeated the Girls “A”, Girls “B”, and Boys “B” teams while the Boys “A” team 
were victorious. Wrapping up, the final home game of the season was on February 5th when 
Brady came to town. The Girls “A”, Boys “A”, and Boys “B” teams defeated the Eagles, while the 
Girls “B” team was handed a defeat.  
 

https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/nsaaforms/pdf/distmap.pdf
https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/textfile/leg/SBmap.pdf


On the high school side of the coin, the Girls JV is currently 8-1, Girls Varsity is 12-8, Boys JV 
are 5-6, and the Boys Varsity is 13-6. Mid-January brought the teams traveling to Creek Valley 
on January 16th, a night in which no girls JV was played and all three Tiger teams came away 
with victories. The following night the Tigers traveled south to Wallace in which the girls JV and 
varsity teams defeated the Wildcats, and the boys JV and varsity teams were clipped by the 
Wildcats. A tuneup before the RPAC Tournament was on January 21st when Hitchcock Co. 
came to town. No JV games were played on this night and the boys defeated the Falcons while 
the girls suffered a setback. When the RPAC Tournament began, the girls earned the #3 seed in 
the west while the boys earned the #4 seed. The opening evenings of the tournament were 
played in Maxwell on January 24th (girls) and 25th (boys). In the opening round, the girls 
defeated Wauneta-Palisade and the boys avenged two of their earlier losses as they defeated 
Maywood-Hayes Center. In the next round, the girls upset #2 seeded Dundy Co.-Stratton on 
January 27th (played in Maywood), and the boys upset Hitchcock Co. on January 28th (played 
in Hayes Center). The west division finals were played in Wauneta on January 30th and 31st. 
The Lady Tigers were unable to defeat Maywood-Hayes Center and the boys came up short 
against Dundy Co.-Stratton. Regardless of the losses, for the first time in school history, both 
girls and boys basketball teams were playing on the final Saturday of the RPAC Tournament in 
McCook on February 1st in the Consolation Games. In some tough matches, the girls were 
defeated by Alma and the boys were defeated by Bertrand. The regular season resumed on 
February 4th as the girls hosted North Platte St. Pat’s. In the JV game, the Lady Tigers came up 
one point short, and in the varsity game, the Tigers defeated the Irish. On Friday, February 7th, 
the squads traveled to Stapleton to take on Sandhills Valley, a night in which the boys JV lost, 
and the remaining three squads defeated the Mavericks. Wrapping up, the Tigers hosted South 
Platte on February 8th. The Knights defeated the boys JV team and the Tigers took care of 
business in the remaining three games.  
 
Wrestling 
Our Tiger wrestlers have entered into the postseason portion of their schedule. The final stretch 
of the regular season began at the Perkins Co. JV (Boys)/Invite (Girls) on January 14th in which 
Skylar Johnson placed 1st, Alexis Gerith placed 3rd, and Kenyon Florom placed 3rd as well. On 
January 18th the grapplers traveled to the Chase Co. Invite where Skylar was the lone medalist 
by winning her division. A road trip was up next for Skylar as she traveled to Hemingford on 
January 24th and Chadron on the 25th, both tournaments she placed 2nd. The boys had the 
RPAC Tournament in Cambridge on January 25th. The team came away in 14th place with John 
Fricke leading the way with a 4th place finish. The following week, on January 31st, the boys 
participated in the Medicine Valley Invite where Colton Fote placed 4th and Kenyon finished in 
2nd place. Rounding out the boys regular season, Colton participated in the Southwest Invite on 
February 7th, where he faced some tough competition. On February 7th and 8th in Bayard was 
the Girls Class B-4 District Tournament, and Skylar came away with a 4th place finish, becoming 
the first Lady Tiger wrestler to punch her ticket to the State Tournament in Omaha on February 
18th-20th. The boys will have their District Tournament in Sutherland on February 14th & 15th. 
 
 
Upcoming Athletic Event 



-​ February 11th - HS Basketball vs. Hershey (Winter Sports Parents Night) 
-​ February 12th - JH Basketball at Wallace 
-​ February 14th & 15th - Boys District Wrestling at Sutherland 
-​ February 18th & 20th - Girls Subdistrict Basketball (More than likely at Mullen) 
-​ February 18th & 19th - Girls State Wrestling at Omaha (Good Luck Skylar!) 
-​ February 20th - 22nd - Boys State Wrestling at Omaha 
-​ February 21st - Boys Basketball vs. North Platte St. Pat’s 
-​ February 25th & 27th - Boys Basketball Subdistricts (More than likely at NPSP) 
-​ February 28th - Girls Basketball District Finals 
-​ March 1st, 3rd, 4th - Boys District Basketball Finals 
-​ March 3rd - Spring Sports Start Date 
-​ March 5th - 8th - Girls State Basketball at Lincoln 
-​ March 12th - 15th - Boys State Basketball at Lincoln 
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