
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, October 9, 2023 6:00 PM

School Board Conference Room
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $371,927.49

Checks #33016 to #33065
4.4. Approve transfer of $371,927.49 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Checks #33016 to #33065
4.5. Reading and approval of building fund bills in the amount of $28,036.03

Check #1695
4.6. Activity Fund Report
4.7. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $18,430.74

Checks #8424 to #8433
5. Information Item

5.1. Student Council Presentation
5.2. ESports Presentation

6. Action Item
6.1. Discuss, consider and take action on the Resolution on School District Standards for 

Acceptance or Rejection of Option Enrollment Applications.
6.2. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:

7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism

8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment

 























































































































KARENA. HAASE NE, SD, IA,WY

STEVEWILLIAMS NE, SD

BOBBYTRUHE NE, SD

COADYH. PRUETT NE, CO, SD

JORDAN JOHNSON NE,WY

TYLERCOVERDALE SD

SARAHENTO NE, SD

SHARIRUSSELL, Paralegal

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: KSB Policy Service Subscribers

FROM: KSB School Law

DATE: October 3, 2023

RE: Option Enrollment Updates

In the 2023 policy updates, we shared an updated version of Policy 5004:
Option Enrollment. LB 705 made several changes to the option enrollment
statutes. To the extent that LB 705 required policy changes, those changes
are reflected in updated Policy 5004.

As we stated in the policy update webinar, we wanted to see what guidance
and forms NDE put out before sending out more information on non-policy
aspects of the changes to the option laws. This memorandum will address
those things, including special education applications, setting capacities, and
reporting/publication requirements.

In addition to this information, we have included an updated option
resolution and updated rejection letter for you to consider. When NDE
publishes updated option forms and guidance, we will review those and
update you again at that time.

1. If a student with an IEP or diagnosed disability applies, you
must consider those applications on an individual, case-by-case
basis. This requirement has been in effect since September 2,
2023, and you should be following it for all special education
applications whether they are seeking to enroll mid-year or for
next year. You CANNOT categorically close your special
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education program to all applicants nor can you set capacities
for your special education programs.

In addition to students who have IEPs, this change also applies to students
who have been diagnosed with a disability defined under section
79-1118.01. That statute basically recites the 13 verification categories of
the IDEA. Technically, many diagnosed disabilities could fit within categories
such as “other health impairment” or “emotional disturbance.”

How do you know if a student has a diagnosed disability that may require an
individualized determination? If families are truthful on their application,
they will disclose the student has an IEP. Because the individualized
enrollment determination could apply to many diagnosed disabilities whether
or not the child currently has an IEP, you should request education records
for all applicants. From a practical standpoint, it will be nearly impossible to
demonstrate that you made an individualized determination on a specific
student's needs (and whether you can serve that specific student) if you
have not reviewed the student’s education records. FERPA and Nebraska’s
student record laws permit schools to disclose records to any new school in
which a student enrolls or seeks to enroll. If you get a request for records,
we recommend that you send them to the requesting school.

Unlike some of the other deadlines and new requirements we will discuss
below, the requirement to consider applicants with IEPs or diagnosed
disabilities individually on a case-by-case basis became effective September
2, 2023. If you receive an application covered by this requirement, you
cannot use your 2023-24 option resolution (including special education
capacities) even if a student would like to enroll this year. You should be
individualizing your acceptance or rejection for all such applications right
now.

When you respond to these applications, there are certain steps you must
follow. First, your special education director or their designee must review
the application. You should discuss how your district will review these
applications, especially if your “director” is through an ESU. You must do an
assessment of whether the “appropriate class, grade level, or school building
in [your] school district has the capacity to provide the applicant the
appropriate services and accommodations.”

Second, if you deny an application, you must provide “a description of
services and accommodations required [by the student] that the school
district does not have the capacity to provide.” You cannot simply say, “We
do not have capacity to serve the student.” We strongly recommend that
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you involve your special education experts and possibly legal counsel in
documenting the basis for any rejection due to an inability to provide the
necessary special education services and accommodations, because there
are clear IDEA and Section 504 implications of this new process.

2. You can still declare a “program, a class, or a school
unavailable to option students for the next school year due to
lack of capacity.” You must do so “no later than” October 15
(so, October 14); and this CANNOT include your special
education program.

If you have a non-special education program, class, or school building that is
so full you choose not to accept any students, you can declare it closed for
any applicants for the next school year. For example, if you have a huge
first grade class this year, you can declare second grade “closed” or
“unavailable” for next year. In KSB’s option resolution, this is called
“Programmatic Capacity.” You do not need to list a specific capacity number.
You simply need to list it as unavailable/closed for the next year.

If you want to declare something closed for the 2024-25 school year you
must do so “prior to October 15” of the preceding year, so by October 14,
2023. Do not confuse closing something with setting capacity numbers
(e.g., the number of students you can have in third grade), which is
discussed in the next section.

In our opinion, closing a program, class, or building also applies to students
with IEPs or verified disabilities. If a student with an IEP applies, you can
deny those applications based on that capacity decision. When rejecting the
application, you would mark that it was rejected due to capacity and not lack
of services or accommodations.

3. You can still set specific capacity numbers for any “program,
class, grade level, or school building”; and the decision to set a
numeric capacity is not subject to the October 14 deadline to
render an entire program, class, or school CLOSED for the
following school year.

Some districts have always set capacity numbers for things like grade levels,
but some have not. There is no requirement to set capacity numbers, but
you can if you want. You should do this “by resolution,” and in KSB’s form
option resolution this is called, “Numeric Capacity.”
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Unlike declaring a program or class closed, there is no deadline for setting
specific capacity numbers. Many schools have set those capacities closer in
time to the option deadline (March 15) or response deadline (April 1), and
we believe you can continue to do so. This allows you to have a better idea
of staffing and student numbers for next year, which are all things the
statutes allow you to consider when setting capacity numbers.

If you do not have any programmatic or numeric capacities, this means you
will generally accept most option applications for general education students.

4. You can still consider and use KSB’s “Other Standards,” but
make sure to apply them without consideration of a student’s
disability, prior discipline history, mastery of English, or
extracurricular abilities.

The option statutes have always left room for boards to adopt standards
beyond capacity. The statutes say a board’s standards “may include”
capacity. We continue to believe there are some circumstances (outside of
special education) where enrollment can be denied based on standards other
than capacity. In KSB’s policy and model resolution, these are called, “Other
Standards.”

If your board intends to adopt an option resolution, you should decide
whether you want to include those standards. If your board does not adopt
a resolution at this time because you do not intend to establish
programmatic or numeric capacity, you should be sure those standards are
included in your policy (section 4) if you want to enact them.

5. You are required to “establish, publish, and report” (to NDE)
capacity for each school building each year, but you do not
need to do that yet. You are NOT required to publish or report
other capacities you set.

One of the new requirements is determining building capacities each year.
There is some confusion about this requirement. Many schools believe you
must publish your capacities for things like grade levels, but that is actually
not true. While we certainly see the value in that, it is not part of the new
law.

Here’s what the law actually says: “To facilitate option enrollment, school
districts shall annually establish, publish, and report the capacity for each
school building under such district's control pursuant to procedures, criteria,
and deadlines established by the State Department of Education.”
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Importantly, the requirement to establish, publish, and report building
capacities is subject to “procedures, criteria, and deadlines” established by
NDE. To our knowledge, NDE has not yet established the procedures and
criteria or set deadlines for reporting those building capacities. Until that
occurs, we do not believe you are under any legal obligation to do so.

Once NDE makes those things available, we plan to review our current policy
and model resolution. We think it makes sense moving forward to use one
form if possible, understanding that the deadlines for things may vary. We
do not like it, but it could require the board to make option-related decisions
multiple times per year, perhaps on different forms.

6. Beginning July 1, 2024, each school will have to report to NDE
information related to rejected applications. This will be done
on forms created by NDE which have not been published yet.

In addition to building capacities, the Unicameral wants NDE to collect more
information about rejected applications. NDE must then report this
information to the Unicameral by September 1 of each year, beginning in
2024.

NDE is tasked with creating forms to use for schools to report this
information. It makes sense to us that NDE will create forms for all of these
new obligations from LB 705 at the same time, but we have not seen them
yet.

So you can be prepared, here is a list of the information each school must
report to NDE annually, beginning July 1, 2024. You should be aggregating
this in one place now so the reporting is easier next summer:

● the number of applications rejected in each public school within each
district

● an explanation why each application was rejected (presumably
including the individualized reasons for special education applications)

● whether each application for option enrollment indicated that the
student had an IEP or diagnosed disability

● priority information required of learning community schools

The law says NDE can collect any other information it wants, as well. Once
we see the forms and any additional information NDE plans to collect, we will
revisit our policy and forms.
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7. You can (but are not required to) use KSB’s model option
enrollment resolution. We’ve included an updated version of or
model resolution in this packet.

The law states clearly that any option standards set by a school board “shall”
be done “by resolution.” However, hearing officers have accepted the fact
that some schools do not set capacity numbers and instead list their option
standards within their option enrollment policies. The safest bet is to adopt
an option resolution, even if you do not declare anything closed or set
numeric capacities. If nothing else, approving KSB’s model resolution will
allow you to adopt the “Other Standards” if you choose to do so.

If you do not set programmatic or numeric capacities, we recommend that
you simply say, “None at this time” in those blanks in our model resolution.

8. You may, but are not required, to use KSB’s sample option
application denial letter.

NDE is required to provide forms for option purposes. NDE’s form includes a
space for schools to note the reason(s) for denying an application. NDE
updated their model form in May 2023. However, please note that NDE’s
form does not have any information about some of these changes, like
special education applications. Nor does it have much room to provide an
explanation for any reasons for denial.

To make denials clearer, we have created a sample denial letter that you can
use to accompany NDE’s form when you respond to applications. As you will
see, in KSB’s sample denial letter there are checkboxes for most reasons for
denial and a space to list the more specific denial information required for
special education applicants.

CONCLUSION

We hope this information is helpful to you and your board as your work to
understand the new law and consider whether you want to establish
capacities.  If you have any questions about anything in this memo, you
should reach out to any of us individually or send an email to all of us using
ksb@ksbschoollaw.com.
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RESOLUTION ON SCHOOL DISTRICT STANDARDS FOR ACCEPTANCE 
OR REJECTION OF OPTION ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, _______ Public Schools is committed to providing an education 
of high quality to its students in an economically efficient manner; and 
 
WHEREAS, the school district’s faculty, facilities, and equipment can serve 
only a limited number of students effectively; and 
 
WHEREAS, the _______ Board of Education, in consultation with the 
administration, has reviewed the school district’s faculty, facilities, 
equipment, interdisciplinary efforts and interrelationships of grades, 
subjects, and faculty; and has determined the maximum number of students 
it can serve effectively at any given grade level and in total; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the board adopts the following 
standards for acceptance or rejection of option enrollment applications:  
 
Special Education Capacity.  Capacity for special education services will 
be determined on a case-by-case basis.  If an application for option 
enrollment received by the school district indicates that the student has an 
individualized education program under the  federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq., or has been diagnosed 
with a disability as defined in section 79-1118.01, the application will be 
evaluated by the director of special education services or the director's 
designee who must determine if the school district and the appropriate class, 
grade level, or school building has the capacity to provide the applicant the 
appropriate services and accommodations.  The Federal Educational Rights 
and Privacy Rights Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g) permits the release of 
education records when a student seeks or intends to enroll in a different 
school district. 
 
Numeric Capacity. The capacity in the following grade levels, programs, 
classes, and/or school buildings is as follows: 
 
[NOTE TO BE DELETED: YOU MAY SET NUMERIC CAPACITY BY 
ESTABLISHING THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF STUDENTS FOR EACH PROGRAM, 
CLASS, GRADE LEVEL, OR BUILDING.  YOU MAY ALSO SET NUMERIC 
CAPACITY BY DECLARING THE NUMBER OF OPTION STUDENTS YOU WILL 
ACCEPT INTO ANY PROGRAM, CLASS, GRADE LEVEL, OR BUILDING.  IF YOU 
ELECT THE SECOND APPROACH, YOU SHOULD CHANGE THE LIST BELOW TO 
REFLECT THE NUMBER OF OPTION STUDENTS YOU WILL ACCEPT INSTEAD 



 

 

OF THE CAPACITY OF EACH SUCH PROGRAM, CLASS, GRADE LEVEL, OR 
BUILDING.  YOU MAY SET NUMERIC CAPACITY BY OCTOBER 14TH OF THE 
PRECEDING YEAR, BUT IT IS NOT REQUIRED.  IF YOU DO SET NUMERIC 
CAPACITIES BY OCTOBER 14TH, YOU MAY AMEND THEM AT A LATER DATE.] 
 

• Grade Level Numeric Capacity: __________________________ 
• Program Numeric Capacity: _____________________________ 
• Class Numeric Capacity: _______________________________ 
• School Building Numeric Capacity: _______________________ 

 
Total enrollment for the school district: ____ students. 

 
The Board of Education reserves the authority to further determine numeric 
capacity of classes, grade levels, or school buildings by operation of 
resolution, by action of the Superintendent as the board’s designee, or 
through freestanding action to the extent permitted by law and policy. 
 
Programmatic Capacity. The board declares the following grade levels, 
programs, classes, and school buildings to be at capacity such that no option 
applications into any of the following will be 
accepted:____________________________________________________. 
[NOTE TO BE DELETED:  YOU MAY NOT DECLARE YOUR SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PROGRAM CLOSED DUE TO CAPACITY.  THAT DETERMINATION 
MUST BE MADE ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS.  YOU MUST DECLARE ANY 
NON-SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM, CLASS, OR SCHOOL BUILDING 
CLOSED BY OCTOBER 14TH OF THE PRECEDING SCHOOL YEAR.] 
 
Other Standards.  The school district shall not accept an option student 
when acceptance of the student:  

 
(a) Would increase the operating costs of the school district, such as 

by requiring the hiring of new staff or contracting with outside 
entities to provide services to the student;  

(b) Would require the procurement of new equipment, technology, 
or furnishings;  

(c) Would cause or require the rearrangement of caseloads for staff 
and contracted professionals;  

(d) Is reasonably deemed by appropriate school staff to pose a 
potential risk to the health or safety of students or staff; 

(e) May pose a risk of adversely affecting the quality of educational 
services being provided to resident students, as determined by 
appropriate school staff.   

Author
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After the above resolution was read, board member_____________ moved 
for passage of the motion.  Board member ____________ seconded the 
motion.  After discussion, and on roll call vote, the following members voted 
in favor of the motion: __________________________________________. 
 
The following members voted against the motion: 
________________________. 
 
The following members did not vote: 
__________________________________. 
 
Having been consented to by a majority of the voting members, the board 
president declared the motion to have been passed and adopted. 
 
Dated this ___ day of __________, 202_.  
 
 ____________________________ 
 President, Board of Education 



Superintendent Report - October 2023

I hope everyone is doing well.  Can you believe we are in the last week of the 1st 
qtr.  Time flyʼs when you are having fun!

The Americanism committee met last week.  The committee reviewed purpose of 
meeting LB 79-724, curriculum review and need for elementary updates and 
geography updates in the high school.  Discussion on patriotic exercises and 
upcoming holidays. Our next meeting will be in March to discuss curriculum 
updates. 

Well, back to the drawing board or bus barn.  Mrs. Jones has decided to return to 
Kentucky to be closer to her children.  She recently finished her bus classes and 
was preparing to take her CDL test.  Mrs. Jones has been driving the Van route to 
Sarben and has given her last day as October 19th.  

On a more positive note.  Sara Vasquez will start on Monday as a new 
Paraprofessional for the district.  Her schedule will help fill or replace the opening 
left by Mrs. Cassell.  We are excited to have Sara join our team.  

Consolidated  recently did a promotion during one of our football games and 
maybe you were able to get one of the meals provided by us/them.  We served 140 
hamburger meals and 82 hotdog meals for a total of 222 meals.  Consolidated 
donated $1500 to cover the cost of these meals which turned out to be 250 meals 
at $6/meal. 

The roofers are here and have started putting the roof on the multi purpose room.  
I am thankful for the switch to Weathercraft and hopeful the for continued 
progress once it is completed.

Thank you for registering for the NASB conference.  This will be the first time in 
my tenure to have five board members attend this conference.  I hope you find the 
conference worthwhile and continue to attend.  

I am late getting this out so will save the rest for Monday.  See you then.
Del



October 2023
Elementary Principal Report
Submitted By: Melissa States

Enrollment
Since my last report, one of our 3rd Graders transferred to Sutherland schools due to
family move. There are currently 71 students enrolled in grades Preschool-5th
Grade.
Social Studies Curriculum
We had an American Civics committee meeting earlier this week, and one of the primary
goals of that committee is to ensure that we have engaging and up-to-date social studies
curriculummaterials in the elementary grades.
Although neither Edreports or Nebraska Instructional Materials review social studies
materials or identify any as "high quality", I feel it's important to look for and choose a
resource that is as closely matched as possible to Nebraska Social Studies Standards, easy
for teachers to use and highly engaging for students.
The two resources I have discovered so far are Social Studies Weekly, and MyWorld
Interactive by Savvas Learning. I have been in touch with sales reps from each company to
request samples and to set up zoommeetings to learn more about these resources. As
samples begin to arrive, I will make them available for review by the committee. We are
hoping to make a choice and order materials before the end of this school year.

Sphero Update
The 2023-2024 Sphero Team will consist of Tycho, Bentley, Hynlee, Gavin, Jocelyn, Jacob
and Clyde. Their practices will start in a few weeks!

Individual Reading Plan Update
We finally completed our Fall DIBELS benchmark testing, after a major technology
struggle with the Amplify Company. Nine of our students in grades K-3 have been
identified as “below benchmark” during grade-level reading fluency screening, and
placed on an Individualized Reading Improvement Plan, as required by LB-1081.
Mrs. Storer, Mrs. Mitchell, and Mrs. Kuenning work with me to provide small-group
and one-on-one interventions for those students. The students are progress
monitored bi-weekly and will be rescreened in January.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Elementary teachers reported an average of 97% parent attendance at our fall
conferences. ALL families PK-5 who attended conferences were entered into a
drawing for a family activity pass, Paxton apparel gift certificates, and concession
stand gift certificates.

Family Night
Our first family night of the school year will be on Thursday, November 16, from
6:30-8:00pm. This family night will serve as an opportunity for parents to
experience “A Day In The Life Of A Paxton Tiger,” as they walk through a simulated
school day with their elementary students! Childcare will be provided for siblings
under the age of 5.



Tiger Tags
We had our September Awards Assembly Friday, October 5, to honor those students
with perfect attendance in September and those students being honored by their
teachers as Students of the Month. I have started using Tiger Tags as a means of
awarding students, and will bring some to our meeting on Monday so you can see
just what I mean!
Students with perfect attendance in September: Ryker Perlinger, Cheyenne Enquist,
David Flores, Annabella Grundlingh, Smanata Hernandez, Colton White, Knox
Harger, Brooks Kuenning, Chase Peters, Charlie Andre, Baley Brott, Ethan Martinez,
Hynlee Mitchell, Bella Stevens, and Colt Frosh
September Students Of The Month: Peyton Sylvester, Hadley Turner, Baley Brott,
Hynlee Mitchell, and Jaxson Stewart.



Mrs. McAbee
Principal Report
Oct. 9, 2023

Activities
One Acts: The One-Act Play cast and crew, under the direction of Tania Fox, Hayley
Hebblethwaite, Linda Drews, and Jordan Gartner have been practicing for their performance of
Clue. Students will be performing their production on the following dates next month:

November 10, 2023 - Night of One-Acts @ Paxton
November 11, 2003 - One-Act Festival @ Gothenburg
November 15, 2023 - RPAC Contest @ Holdrege
November 27, 2023 - District contest @ Holdgrege

FPS: Future Problem Solvers (FPS) have been meeting on Wednesday mornings at 7:15 a.m.
Members include: ​​Marlee Gleason, Natalie Jorgensen, Madi Mullen, Preston Runge, Kepler
Spurgin, Rileigh Reeves, Thomas Jay, Jesse Connick, Andi Spurgin, Kaydee Mullen, Jakcee
Mitchell, Tristan Connick, Hadley Gleason, Brynn Kuenning, Bryson Potts, Hogan Florom

FFA: The FFA Chapter are busy attending and preparing for the following events:

Sept. 20, 2023 - Plant ID and environmental/rangeland management clinic
Sept. 20, 2023 - Ag Day in Ogallala
Oct. 4, 2023 - Livestock Judging Clinic in Valentine
Oct. 9, 2023 - FFA Officer Workshop @ Ogallala
Oct. 11, 2023 - Livestock Judging in North Platte
Oct. 18, 2023 - FFA Ag Expo Day @ Paxton
Oct. 24, 2023 - Amberly Snyder presentation @ North Platte

Officers this year include: Ainsley McConnell, Ethan Hardin, Sarah Brott, Hayley Holzfaster,
Jaleigh Hansen, and Skylar Johnson.

Student Council: RPAC Student Council Workshop was held on Wednesday, Sept. 27th in
McCook. Members include:
Seniors - Ainsley McConnell, Jacelyn Jorgensen, Kobe Florom, Audrey Holm
Juniors - Sarah Brott, Tanner Hebblethwaite, Madi Hansen
Sophomores - Madi Hansen, Tristin Hebblethwaite, Jaleigh Hansen
Freshmen - Thomas Jay, Natalie Jorgensen, Hadleigh Kramer
8th Grade - Jesse Connick, Jakcee Mitchell, Jaden Searl
7th Grade - Cale Potter, Julia Flaming, Keegan Florom



Letter Club:
Congratulations to the Letter Club and Mrs. Schimonitz for putting together a great Homecoming
day for all of the students. Also a special thank you to the board members who helped prepare
and serve the food in the park for everyone. Tiger nation is a powerful force!

Field Trips:
Youth Field Science Day - Mrs. Stevenson and her biology students (18) attended this event at
the UNL Extension office in North Platte on Sept. 18th. This event helped students gain an
appreciation for the importance of agriculture and consumer science in everyday life, expose
students to potential career opportunities with hands-on activities, and complement daily
classroom instruction by presenting real world examples of applied sciences.

Environmental Science Class - Mrs. Stevenson and her environmental science class (20) will be
traveling to Ogallala to tour the WRG recycling site on Oct. 10th. While they are at WRG, they
will see where their recycling items go when they collect it and understand how the entire
process works.

Career Exploration - Mrs. Spencer has arranged for three of our students (1 junior and 2
seniors) to attend a career exploration at MPCC on Oct. 11th. These students will be focused on
electrical exploration.

EXCEL - The 9th grade class will be participating in the EXCEL (Exploring Careers & Education
Locally) day in Ogallala on Oct. 18th. This is a collaboration between Mid-Plains Community
College and Keith County Area Development. The goal of the tour is to enlighten and motivate
students to see that they can return to/or stay in rural Nebraska and have rewarding careers.
This year the students will talk to a mental health panel, visit Ogallala Livestock, Baltzell’s
Veterinary Hospital, and the State Patrol.

Parent-Teacher Conferences: 61% of parents and/or students Grades 6-12 attended
Parent-Teacher Conferences this fall. Comparing this year to previous years:

2023: 61% 2019: 71% 2015: 62%
2022: 63% 2018: 70% 2014: 70%
2021: 67% 2017: 66% 2013: 72%
2020: 74% 2016: 74% 2012: 75%

2023 P-T Conference Prize Winners:
2023-2024 Family Season Activity Pass: Stewart family
Paxton Apparel Spirit Store t-shirts - Hannah Flamming and Shae Rogge
$5 Concession stand vouchers - Gordinier and Curtis families

Professional Meetings:
Mrs. McAbee attended Region V Principals meeting in Ogallala on Sept. 13th. We spent the
majority of our time talking about vape issues in schools and how each school is handling them.



Mrs. McAbee also attended the Principal Cadre hosted by ESU 16 in North Platte on September
20th. We spent time looking at teacher walkthroughs, legislative items, and we participated in an
exercise that helped us better understand working with different personalities.

E-Hall Pass - E-Hall Pass is up and running. Students and teachers are adjusting to the new
procedure when leaving the classroom. Substitutes are also being trained to use this new
system when they are at Paxton School.



Athletic Director’s Report
October 2023

Administrative
Prior to November 30th, schools need to declare their classification for the 2024 and 2025
football seasons. Our current boy enrollment puts us over the threshold of 27 to be eligible for
playoffs. However, due to the fact that we are eligible for playoffs this season, and we played
6-man football this cycle, we will be in our one classification exemption period. With that, Paxton
would be eligible for the playoffs during the 2024 and 2025 seasons. Unless there are any
objections, I recommend that we declare for 6-man football and I will submit this form to the
NSAA after the October Board meeting.

The NSAA also recently made the decision to allow Class C1-D2 the option to use a shot clock
in basketball (shot clock is currently used in Class A and new this year Class B) . Current
guidelines for this are as follows…

- If a Class A or Class B HOSTS a school from Class C1 through D2, it is up to the smaller
classification school to decide if a shot clock would be used.

- If a Class A or Class B plays AT a school from Class C1 through D2, NO shot clock will
be used.

- In a game between two schools who are in Class C1 through D2, a shot clock will be
allowed if both schools mutually agree to utilize it and receive prior approval from the
NSAA.

Also in basketball, the NFHS has made a rule change that will alter when free throws are due to
common fouls. In the past, when a team accumulated seven team fouls in a half, the opposing
team would then shoot “one & one”. When the team reached ten team fouls, a “double bonus”
free throw would be awarded. These fouls would then reset at the end of each half. The NFHS
has done away with this rule and has changed it to the following…

- When a team reaches five team fouls during a quarter, the opposing team will be
awarded a “double bonus” free throw.

- These team fouls will reset at the end of each quarter.
There will definitely be a learning curve not only for our coaches and players with this change,
but for our spectators as well. When our first basketball games arrive, I will post information on
this rule change to our social media accounts to help spread the word.

Both the girls and boys basketball teams will be in Class D2 for basketball this season.
Subdistricts will be announced later on. The boys wrestling team will be in Class D. There is still
only one classification for girls wrestling; however, there is a legislative proposal to add another
class next year.

High school winter sports will begin their practices on November 13th.



Volleyball
The Tiger volleyball team has entered the final stretch of their season. The varsity team is
currently 14-8 and the JV team is 8-3. Since the last Board meeting, the Tigers hosted our
annual tournament on September 19th, where we finished in 2nd place behind Wallace. In the
consolation game, Wauneta-Palisade defeated Potter-Dix. A few days later on September 22nd,
the Tigers traveled to Arthur Co. where the JV lost to the Wolves and the Varsity came away
with the victory. On Monday, September 25th, the JV Tigers participated in the NPCC
Non-Varsity Tournament where they defeated South Loup, North Platte HS, and North Platte St.
Pat’s to come away as tournament champions. The following night, the team traveled back to
Arthur for a triangular in which they were defeated by Sandhills/Thedford and Arthur Co.
Another triangular was on the docket for the Tigers on Thursday, September 28th, in Medicine
Valley, where the Tigers defeated Arapahoe but lost to the home-standing Raiders. The
following Tuesday, October 3rd, the Tigers continued an RPAC regular season schedule as they
defeated Dundy Co., but lost to Wallace, in a triangular at Wallace. Wrapping up, we hosted
Wallace in a dual on October 6th, an evening in which the Wildcats defeated both the JV and
Varsity teams.

Prior to the next Board meeting, the Tiger netters will host Kimball for Parent’s Night on
September 10th. The RPAC Tournament will begin on October 12th, which Paxton is the #2
seed and will host four games on this date. The tournament continues on Monday, October 16th
at the highest remaining West seed, then the Consolation and Championship game will take
place at McCook Community College on Tuesday, October 17th. Subdistrict play will begin the
following Monday and Tuesday, October 23rd and 24th. As of now, we will be hosting this
tournament. District Finals will be held on Saturday, October 28th, and the State Tournament will
be November 2nd - 4th.

Football
The football team is winding down their regular season with a record of 3-3. Since the
September Board meeting, The Tigers were defeated at Arthur Co. on September 22nd, then
worked their winning ways defeating Brady for Homecoming on September 29th and Wallace on
Parent’s Night on October 6th. The Tigers will be on the road for their final two regular season
games traveling to Wauneta-Palisade on October 13th and to Southwest on October 19th. The
6-Man Playoffs begin on October 27th, November 3rd, November 10th, and wrap up with the
State Championship Game at UNK on November 17th.

Cross Country
The Tiger Cross Country teams have entered the championship phase of their season. Since
the last Board meeting, the Tigers ran at the Ogallala Invite on September 21st. In a loaded
team and individual field, the boys team finished in 13th place with Landon Drews the top runner
in 49th. For the Lady Tigers, the team finished in 8th place with Ainsley McConnell pacing the
team with a 23rd place finish. For the junior high boys, Jesse Connick was the top finisher in
49th place and for the JH girls Emma Lake was the top runner in 32nd place. Next up was the
Gothenburg Invite on September 28th. The girls finished in 4th place with Natalie Jorgensen



leading the pack for the Tigers with an 11th place finish. For the boys, they finished in 10th place
with Landon Drews to top placer at 39th. In the last junior high race of the season, Emma Lake
was the top Lady Tiger finisher in 44th place and Jesse Connick was the top boy Tiger finishing
in 68th place. Championship races were set for the rest of the high school runners. The first one
was the RPAC Meet, held in Alma on October 5th. The Lady Tigers finished in 3rd place as a
team with Ainsley (7th Place) and Natalie (8th) both medaling for the team. The boys finished in
4th place as a team with Landon medaling in 5th place.

The season will wrap up for the Tiger runners as they will head to Grant for Districts on October
12th and the State Cross Country Championships will be held in Kearney on October 20th.

JH Football
The junior high football Tigers are down to their last game of the season. Currently, the Tigers
have a record of 1-4. Since the last Board meeting, the Tigers lost at home to Arthur Co. on
September 21st. The following week the Tigers hosted Wallace on September 25th and were
defeated by the Wildcats. Then we wrapped up our home schedule by hosting Garden Co. on
October 4th, and were defeated by the Eagles. The team will finish their season at
Wauneta-Palisade on Wednesday, October 11th. Please note that both the volleyball and
football games will start at 1:00 to make sure the kids are back in time for any Wednesday
evening activities.

JH Volleyball
The junior high Tiger netters are also wrapping up their season. Currently, the “A” team is 5-0
and the “B” team is 4-1. To start off, both Tiger teams defeated Arthur Co. on September 21st at
home. Next up on the home schedule was Wallace on September 25th, in which both Tiger
teams defeated the Wildcats. Lastly, both teams defeated Garden Co. at home on October 4th.
Wrapping up the schedule will be road trips to Sutherland on October 9th and
Wauneta-Palisade on October 11th. We will wrap up our season with our annual Junior High
Tournament on October 14th.
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