
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, April 17, 2023 6:00 PM

School Media Center
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $328,325.10

Checks #32641 to #32693
4.4. Approve transfer of $328,325.10 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Checks #32641 to #32693
4.5. Activity Fund Report
4.6. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $15,615.04

Checks #8377 to #8384
5. Information Item

5.1. NCPA Academic All State Recognition
6. Action Item

6.1. Discuss, consider and take action to recognize and congratulate the State Qualifying 
Play Production team and coaches.

6.2. Discuss, consider and take action to recognize and congratulate the State Qualifying 
Speech students and coach Fox.

6.3. Discuss, consider and take action to ratify the teacher agreement for Hanna Seifer to 
teach Middel School Language Arts for the 2023-24 school year.

6.4. Discuss, consider and take action to ratify the teacher agreement for Austin Uden to 
teach Mathematics for the 2023-24 school year.

6.5. Discuss, consider and take action to ratify the teacher agreement for Michelle 
Thomas to teach Mathematics for the 2023-24 school year.

6.6. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the 2023-24 Spanish teaching 
agreement with Hershey schools. The agreement is attached.

6.7. Discuss, consider and take action to set the last day of school for the 2022-23 school 
year for students and staff.

6.8. Discuss, consider and take action on the resignation of staff.
6.9. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:

7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation



7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism
8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment

 



















































































































2022-2023 School Days
Staff Student (F) PK Late Starts Friday Late Start

Total Days 180 134 31 131 2

Hours/day 7.16 6.16 3.5 5.16 4.16
Total Hours K-11 1164.88
Total Hours - Seniors 1115.76
Total Hours - PK 458.5

Snow Days Late Starts

THESE NUMBERS REFLECT STUDENTS LAST DAY AS THURSDAY, MAY 18
TEACHERS LAST DAY???

Student (M-Th)
August 15 8 2 3 0
September 21 16 5 16 0
October 21 16 3 16 0
November 18 15 2 16 0
December 12 9 3 9 0
January 17 12 3 13 1 1
February 20 14 4 15 1
March 21 17 4 16 0
April 18 15 3 15 0
May 17 12 2 12 0

Seniors 128 30 2 1
Total Hours 959.44 190.96 458.5 10.32 4.16
Seniors 916.48 184.8 10.32 4.16

Rule 10 1080 (9-12) 1032 (K-8) 450 (PK)

December 13, 14 January 4, 27
January 3, 18, 19 February 23



Superintendent Report - April 2023

Happy Spring!!!  I think?  I hope you are all doing well and able to enjoy the warmer 
weather, when it does happen.

We are winding down the year and it is as busy as ever and something for 
everyone.  Track and golf meets, music contests and programs, science olympiad 
and FPS state contests, elementary field trips and field day, accelerated reader 
recognition and Oh Yeah, Graduation!!  This will be here before we know it.  Please 
don’t let me forget to ask you to read names or present diplomas on Saturday, May 
13.

I attended the State Science Olympiad in Lincoln this past Saturday.  We had 13 
MS and 13 HS students attend and proudly represent Paxton schools.  .  I usually 
help more with the MS students, but this year I was able to help with both groups.  
Good Times!!!Our students are just fun to hang out with and they can hold their 
own amongst the Math and Science Magnet schools from Lincoln and Omaha.  I 
will attach the placing in my board report and I invited these students and coaches 
to the May board meeting for recognition. Go Tigers!! 

I will be driving the bus and helping to sponsor the District Music contest in 
Gothenburg on Monday.  I haven’t attended this event for quite some time so this 
will be a fun experience. 

The Paxton School Foundation was selected (one out of three) by the 100+ 
Women Who Care Keith County to present about the foundation, its program for 
fund raising and giving, how the grant money would be used and the impact on the 
community.  The Foundation thinks this is a great opportunity and plans to present 
on July 10th to this group. 

I finally made my annual luncheon with the Senior Citizen group.  This is a highlight 
each year and I usually try to make down in the fall.  This year that didn’t happen 
mainly due to teaching this past fall and the weather has was not real cooperative 
either.  They always have great questions from school safety, state testing, student 
enrollment and option enrollment, teacher hires, property taxes and state funding.  
They are looking forward to the KG class visit coming up and truthfully I can’t 
compete with that.  I need to join them more often and as I told them, in a couple 
of years I may just be a regular.  :). 

I feel like we are very fortunate to have our teacher hires completed for next year. 
One of our new math teachers, Austin Uden and his sister(and family) visited the 



school last Monday.  Austin had that day off of school as well, so it was a good 
opportunity for him to come out and see the school, look at a house and eat at 
Ole’s.  :).   All the new hires are on the agenda for approval Monday.  

I met with the Personnel and Finance committee on Friday and we can share 
information from this meeting with you on Monday.  I am waiting to hear back on 
our appraisal on the land and then I will meet with the Building and Grounds 
committee about this and housing opportunities in Paxton.  

State Testing (NSCAS) opened up last week and runs through May 12th.  We are 
required to test in grades 3-8 and 11.  Grades 3-8 test in Math and English 
Language Arts, grades 5 and 8 test in Science and grade 11 take the ACT.  The 
elementary began testing last week, the MS will test this week and the ACT was 
given in March.  Huge Thank You! to Mrs. McAbee, Mrs. States and Mrs. Kuenning 
for helping me with NSCAS testing after Mrs. Thompson left.  

We will be determining the last day of school for students and teachers at 
Monday’s meeting.  I attached information to the board agenda and we can 
discuss at the meeting.  

I will close for now and save the rest for Monday.  Have a great weekend.
Del



State Science Olympiad Results

Division B (JH) results: 2nd in Agricultural Science- Abby and Landon D. 6th in 
towers- Jesse and Mackenzie 1st in Can't Judge a Powder- Hadleigh and Victoriah 
3rd in Experimental Design- Jayden M., Kaydence, and Hadleigh 4th in Flight-
Jesse and Landon C. 3rd in Rollercoaster- Thomas J. and Landon D. 5th in Storm 
the Castle- Thomas J. and Landon D

Division C (HS) results at State Science Olympiad: Sarah Brott & Madison Hansen 
placed 4th in Disease Detectives and Noah Connick & John Fricke placed 4th in 
Flight and 6th in Bottle Rockets.



April 2023
Elementary Principal Report
Submitted By: Melissa States

Enrollment
Enrollment numbers for elementary students have not changed since my last board
report.

End Of Year Testing
Testing season is upon us! Students in grades K-5 will participate in MAP Growth,
NSCAS and DIBELS assessments, based on their grade level.

Family Night
K-5 Family Night was held on March 23. Each teacher prepared an activity that
families could enjoy together. Activities included VR Goggles, Paper Airplane
Challenge, March Madness Stem Activities, Fitness Stations, and a Family Puzzle Art
Project. Thank you for continuing to support our family nights! They are such a
vital part in building and maintaining our positive school culture and climate.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Conferences were held on March 13. I am very pleased to report that 97% of our
families attended parent/teacher conferences. The teachers rescheduled
conferences with those families who could not attend on March 13, before and after
school and during their planning times.

Track and Field Day
Elementary track and field day is scheduled for Thursday, May 12, from 9:00-2:00.
In the event of inclement weather, we will have track and field day on our last day of
school, once that is determined at this month’s board meeting.

Spring Concert
The elementary Spring concert will be held on Thursday, May 4 at 6:30pm. Mrs
Storer will be holding the Scholastic book fair in conjunction with the concert.

Kindergarten Orientation
Miss Schaeffer and myself will be holding kindergarten orientation on Friday, April
21. The new kindergarten students will have an opportunity to visit the classroom
and spend the morning with Miss Schaeffer, and the parents will meet with her that
morning as well. There are approximately 12 students in next year’s kindergarten
class.

Preschool Orientation
Mrs. Kuenning will have a preschool orientation in August, shortly before school
begins. She is expecting approximately 9 preschool students next year.

Summer Camp



Wewill once again be hosting “Summer Learning Camp” for elementary students
who do not meet benchmark on end-of-year assessments. Mrs. Kuenning and Mrs.
Mitchell have agreed to help me with summer camp again. I will provide more
information on this program at the May board meeting, once we determine the
schedule and dates.



 Mrs. McAbee 
 Principal Report 
 April 14, 2023 

 Activities: 

 Speech -  The Speech team sent five students to state  speech in Kearney to compete. 
 Congratulations to Eden Coppersmith for receiving a medal for the Spotlight speech. Eden was 
 also asked to perform her informative speech over Spina Bifida for the NSAA’s taping of Best of 
 the Best with Nebraska Public Media. Mrs. Fox and Eden traveled to Lincoln to the Nebraska 
 Public Media studio on April 3rd. The Best of the Best will air on Nebraska Public Media on April 
 30th. Congratulations Eden! 

 Quiz Bowl -  Participants include: 3 seniors, 4 juniors,  5 sophomores, and 4 freshmen- everyone 
 has competed in at least one meet. Their record includes 10 wins total for the year for our 
 varsity team and 2 for our JV. 
 Meets have included Ogallala on March 16th, Stapleton on March 23rd, and Paxton hosted their 
 Quiz Bowl on April 3rd. Thank you to everyone who was able to help out! The final competition 
 for the team was on April 11th at the ESU District competition in North Platte. The varsity team 
 consisting of Sarah Brott, Kepler Spurgin, Miles Rogge, Jacob Holzfaster, Miah Fox, Maria 
 Garcia, and Jayden Gartner finished 4th out of 14 teams! Thank you to Coach Stevenson for 
 supporting our students this season! 

 Music -  Important dates coming up for the music department  include: 

 District Music Contest:  April 17th @ Gothenburg 
 Spring Middle/High School Program:  April 24th @ 6:30  p.m. 
 Spring Elementary Program:  May 4th @ 6;30 p.m. 

 FFA - 
 State FFA Report:  Agribusiness management team -  blue ribbon. 
 Environmental and Natural Resource team - Blue ribbon 
 Junior Public Speaking - Bronze Medal to Jordan Clouse 
 State Degree recipient - Easton Finch 

 Congratulations to the FFA Chapter! The FFA banquet will be held on May 1st at 6:30 p.m. 

 NHS -  National Honor Society hosted a blood drive  on Thursday, April 13th from 10:30-4:30. 

 Science Olympiad - 
 Kearney Regional Competition (March 14th)  Division  B - 5th Place Overall! Individual Medal 
 Winners included: Abby and Andi 6th in Bridges, Kaydence, Hadleigh, and Jayden 3rd in 
 Experimental Design, Landon Cleveland and Jesse Connick 1st in Flight, James Potts and 
 Valerie Sanchez 5th in Wheeled Vehicle, Jayden Montelongo and James Potts 5th in Write it,do 
 it, Landon Drews and Thomas Jay 5th in Rollercoaster and 2nd in Storm the Castle. 



 Division C - Individual Medals winners included: Tanner Hebblethwaite, Haley Holzfaster, and 
 Jacelyn Jorgensen in Experimental Design and Sarah Brott and Madi Hansen in Disease 
 Detectives. 

 Ogallala ESU Competition (March 23rd)  Division B -  Individual Medal winners included: 

 Division C was the overall 1st place winner, Congratulations! Individual medal winners included: 
 Codebusters - Rank: 1 -- Marlee Gleason(9), Madilynn Mullen(9), Kepler Spurgin(9) 
 Disease Detectives - Rank: 3 -- Madilynn Mullen(9) & Preston Runge(9) 
 Experimental Design - Rank: 1 -- Tanner Hebblethwaite(9), Haley Holzfaster(11), & Jacelyn 
 Jorgensen(11) Flight - Rank: 1 --Noah Connick(10) & John Fricke(10) 

 Science Olympiad teams will compete at the state competition in Lincoln on April 15th. 

 FPS -  Congratulations to the following students who  qualified and will be competing in the state 
 Future Problem Solvers competition in Kearney on April 15th: Marlee Gleason, Madilynn Mullen, 
 Preston Runge, Kepler Spurgin, and Natalie Jorgensen. 

 MidPlains Interhigh Scholastic Contest - 
 McCook (March 22, 2023):  Medal winners: Jacob Holzfaster  - 1st in Accounting, John Fricke 
 1st in Theatre, Sarah Brott 3rd in Early Childhood Education, Miles Rogge 3rd in Vocal Music. 

 North Platte (March 29, 2023): Paxton placed 3rd in Division II! 
 Medal winners: Jacob Holzfaster - 1st in Accounting and 3rd in Intro to Business, Miah Fox 2nd 
 in Prose Writing, and Wyatt Walker 2nd in Welding. 

 Mullen Art Show:  Mr. White, Jacelyn Jorgensen, Rebecca  Fox, and Mercy Egan attended the 
 Mullen Art Show on Tuesday, April 11th. 

 Battle of the Books Challenge  - Grades 5-8 competed  in this challenge in Sutherland on 
 March 22nd. Students had to read 4 or more Golden Sower nominees. Students attending 
 included: Hadley Gleason, Brynn Kuenning, Will Jones, Judah Griffith, Eden Villa Enriquez and 
 Halle Griffith. Paxton placed 5th in the Novel category and 6th in the Chapter book category. 
 Congratulations Tigers! 

 NSCAS Testing - 
 Grades 6-8 will be taking the ELA and Math NSCAS tests on Tuesday, April 18th. Students will 
 be divided into classrooms by grade for these tests with two proctors in the room. They will 
 begin with the ELA test, take a 10-15 minute break and then take the Math test. This is a similar 
 format they will use as they will eventually be given the ACT test. 
 Students will be given breakfast treats that morning along with an incentive to improve their test 
 scores from their growth tests this fall and winter. We want our students to understand the 
 importance of doing well on these tests 



 Upcoming Dates: 

 Middle School Orientation -  Tuesday, April 25th @  6:30 for incoming 7th Grade students and 
 7:00 for incoming 6th Grade students 
 Senior Breakfast -  May 1, 2023 @ 7:00 a.m. 
 Seniors Last Day  - May 9, 2023 after graduation rehearsal 
 Honors Night -  May 16, 2023 Grades 6-8 @ 6:00 p.m  and Grades 9-12 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Senior Appreciation Night -  May 12, 2023 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Graduation -  May 13, 2023 @ 3:00 p.m. 
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