
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, February 9, 2015 8:00 PM

Board Room
1301 Centennial Avenue

Utica, NE 68456-0187

Agenda

1. MEETING CALL TO ORDER
1. Reading of Public Meeting Notice

1. Open Meetings Act
2. Roll Call
3. Consent Agenda

1. Additions/Deletions and Agenda Approval
2. Consider Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) and Their Approval
3. Consider Current Bills and Their Approval
4. Consider Activity Accounts and Treasurer's Report

4. Introduction of Guests; Invite Comments
2. OLD BUSINESS
3. NEW BUSINESS

1. CONSIDER RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A LEASE PURCHASE
2. DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF PURCHASING A NEW HANDICAPPED VAN
3. COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
4. REVIEW CURRICULUM & GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
5. REVIEW ENROLLMENTS
6. DISCUSS PERTINENT LEGISLATION
7. CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF RESIGNATIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN THE 

VOLUNTARY EARLY RETIREMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM
8. CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF THE FEDERAL AND STATE PROGRAMS 

REPRESENTATIVE
9. CONSIDER SETTING RATE FOR OUT OF DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION

10. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF SUMMER SCHOOL PLANS
11. CONSIDER NEGOTIATIONS PROPOSAL AND SALARY/FRINGE BENEFIT 

PACKAGE FOR CERTIFIED STAFF FOR 2015-16
12. APPROVE CHANGES TO POLICY 502.11 EARLY KINDERGARTEN ENTRANCE
13. UPDATE ON THE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
14. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS
15. ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORTS

4. ADJOURN
 























GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
  The Centennial Board of Education believes the many benefits of a high school education cannot 
be fully realized in less than four years.  Further, it views the entire senior year as an important period 
during which the student should be able to enjoy many experiences providing academic growth and 
enrichment, exploration of new areas, and social growth and maturity. 

All students (grades 9-12) are required to register for and complete a minimum of 60 hours of 

credit each year.  Exception: (Students enrolled in vocal music may register for 56 hours of credit.)  All 

seniors are required to successfully complete a minimum of 45 hours of credit in their fourth year of high 

school. 

 

Required Credit Hours                 Credits 

ENGLISH - 40 CREDIT HOURS 

  Grade 9  English 9 I/II       10 

  Grade 10 English 10 I/II       10 

  Grade 11-12 English 11 I/II (and Adv. English if offered)    10 

  Grade 12 Choices:  English 12 I/II, Adv. English, Applied English 12  10 

MATHEMATICS - 30 CREDIT HOURS  

  Grade 9  Algebra A, Algebra I, Algebra II     10 

  Grade 10 Algebra B, Algebra I, Algebra II , Geometry, Applied Math  10 

  Grade 11-12 Choices:  Algebra II, Geometry, Applied Math, Consumer Math,  10 

                     Trig/Pre-Calculus, College Prep Math, Calculus 

SCIENCE - 30 CREDIT HOURS 

  Grade 9  Physical Science       10 

  Grade 10 General Biology (and Chemistry  I if pre-requisites are met)  10 

  Grade 11 Chemistry I/II, Standards Science     10 

  Grade 12 Choices:  Physics, Anatomy, Chemistry II, Adv. Biology      10 

SOCIAL STUDIES - 30 CREDIT HOURS 

  Grade 9   World History       10 

  Grade 10  American History                 10 

  Grade 11- 12  Government        10 

BUSINESS  - 10 CREDIT HOURS 

  Grade 11 - 12   Economics       10 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - 10 CREDIT HOURS 

  Grade 9     P.E/Health       10 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY - 10 CREDIT HOURS 

  Grade 9   Computer Tech              10 

SPEECH - 5 CREDIT HOURS (Beginning with Class of 2017) 

  Grade 10, 11, or 12   Speech              5 



 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CLASSES MERIT FIVE (5) CREDIT HOURS PER SEMESTER 

      TOTAL REQUIRED CREDIT HOURS -     160 

        TOTAL ELECTIVE CREDIT HOURS -    80 

        TOTAL CREDIT HOURS FOR GRADUATION -  240  

 

NOTE:  Beginning with the Class of 2017, students will have 165 hours of required credit and 75  

hours of elective credit with the new Speech requirement. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REQUIREMENT - 60 HOURS (15 hours/school year) 

  Community Service Hours MUST BE PRE-APPROVED by the principal or guidance 
counselor.   

   

  In an effort to help students keep pace over their 4 years of high school, students 
will not be able to participate in the Homecoming dance, Prom, or Class Competition Day 
Out of School if they have not met the following: 

- Freshman (must have 5 hours completed & turned in by Prom/Day Out of School) 

- Sophomores (must have 15 hours completed & turned in by Homecoming and 20 hours 
completed & turned in by Prom/Day Out of School) 

- Juniors (must have 30 hours completed & turned in by Homecoming and 35 hours completed & 
turned in by Prom/Day Out of School) 

- Seniors (must have 45 hours completed & turned in by Homecoming and 50 hours completed & 
turned in by Prom/Day Out of School) 

 

DRIVER EDUCATION 

Students successfully completing driver education at Centennial will receive three (3) credit hours.  
Driver education grades do not count toward student grade point averages.  
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EARLY KINDERGARTEN ENTRANCE 

 

Commencing in the 2012-13 school year, a A child must be five years of age as of July 

31 of the year of entry into kindergarten.  The School District may shall admit a child to 

kindergarten who will reach age of five years on or after August 1 and on or before 

October 15 of such school year if the parent or guardian requests such entrance and 

provides an affidavit stating that (i) the child attended kindergarten in another jurisdiction 

that would allow admission within the current year, (ii) the family anticipates relocation 

to another jurisdiction that would allow admission within the current year, or (iii) the 

child had demonstrated through the recognized assessment procedure outlined below and 

approved by the Board of Education that he or she is capable of carrying the work of 

kindergarten. 

 

Early kindergarten enrollment exceptions may be made for younger children who are 

intellectually advanced.  At a minimum, eligibility for the exception shall be based upon 

an analysis of the child’s (1) mental ability, (2) emotional/social development, (3) pre-

academic skills, and (4) fine motor skills.  

 

The kindergarten early entrance assessment procedures are designed to identify and place 

those children in kindergarten who: 

a. Will turn 5 years of age between August 1 and October 15 (as verified by birth 

certificate); 

b. Are deemed by parents or guardians as being intellectually advanced and likely to 

benefit from advanced grade placement; and 

c. Are selected on the basis of testing by professionals trained and certified to 

administer the assessments that will produce evidence of strength in: 

1. Mental ability defined as scoring 84th percentile or above on a 

standardized assessment of cognitive ability such as the Wechsler Pre 

Primary Scale of Intelligence III, or the Stanford-Binet V, 

2. A test of emotional/social development such as the Behavior Assessment 

System for Children, Second Edition (BASC-2), 

3. 75th percentile or greater on a two tests of pre academic skills, one in 

reading and one in math, such as the Woodcock Johnson IV Letter-Word 

Identification and Applied Problems subtests, and 

4. A test of fine motor ability, scoring 75th percentile or above on a 

standardized measurement such as the Beery VMI. 

 

A student must meet the above criteria in all areas to be considered eligible. 

 

The decision regarding early entrance to kindergarten requires careful consideration of all 

factors that affect kindergarten success with final determination to be made based on the 

recommendation of the District Evaluation Team.  The academic, social, and emotional  

readiness, as well as the student’s physical development and well-being, must be weighed  
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with institutional factors also considered.  Sound decision making in the area of early 

entrance to kindergarten is dependent upon reliable information regarding a student’s 

readiness and a thoughtful balancing of the myriad of factors implicated by the decision.  

Parents will be notified in writing of the results of the Early Kindergarten Entrance 

assessment and the determination of the District Evaluation Team in a timely fashion; not 

to exceed three weeks after the assessments are completed. 

 

It is the presumption of the Board of Education that students will enter kindergarten at the 

age prescribed by state regulation.  The Board of Education understands that students 

whose birth dates closely miss the cutoff date for school attendance may have educational 

needs or demonstrated capabilities that warrant early admission to kindergarten. 

 

Families who seek early admission of their child into kindergarten must obtain an Early 

Entrance to Kindergarten Packet from the Elementary School Office located at 1301 

Centennial Ave. Utica, NE  68456 or telephone (402) 534-2321. 

 

Parents must fill out the early entrance application forms, which include a parent 

questionnaire and obtain and attach a reference letter from someone who is well 

acquainted with the child but not related to any family member.  The person providing 

this reference should know the child well enough that they can speak with some expertise 

about the child’s attributes and abilities.  The reference letter should indicate whether this 

person recommends the child be schooled with children who will be a year older that 

he/she is; if yes, what evidence would this person provide about the child that speaks to 

his/her mental ability, pre-academic skills, fine motor ability, and emotional/social 

development. 

 

Suggestions for this reference letter are a preschool teacher, a Sunday School teacher, a 

day-care provider, or a physician. 

 

The assessment request, reference letter and parent questionnaire must be completed and 

returned to the District no later than May 25th of the spring before fall enrollment to allow 

summer assessment to be completed.  Fees for the assessment are the responsibility of the 

child’s family payable to the School District. 

 

Decisions regarding early kindergarten entrance must include consideration of the above 

regardless of race, color, gender, religion, ancestry, national origin, marital status, age, 

disability, or sexual orientation of children or their families.  Institutional factors, such as  

capacity, may also be considered. 

 

Legal Reference:  Neb. Statute 79-214 

 

 

 

 



Secondary Principal’s Report 

February 9, 2015 

 

 

1. Statewide Writing Assessment (NeSA-W)… 

- Grades 8 and 11 recently tested… 

 

 

2. Initial MAP Testing currently under way… 

 

 

 

3. FFA – State Degrees & Labor Auction… 

 

 

 

4. P/T Conferences are this week… 

- Wed & Thurs 4-8:30PM in little gym 

 

 

 

5. Athletic Teams Gearing Up For Districts and State… 

WR – Districts at Central City this Fri & Sat 

GBB – Sub-Districts @ Friend 2/17 

BBB – Sub-Districts @ Friend 2/23 

 

 

 

6. NASSP National Convention is in San Diego next week… 
 

 

   



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
February 9, 2015 
 
 
 
1. The NRCSA Spring Conference will be held on March 19th and 20th in Kearney. Unless I hear differently, I will register 

everyone for this conference.  Rooms are reserved at the Holiday Inn for March 18th and 19th.   
 
2. NRCSA will be hosting a Legislative Forum on Wednesday, February 18th at the Cornhusker in Lincoln.  This workshop 

also allows the opportunity to have lunch with Senator Kolterman.  The forum begins at 7:55 a.m. and finishes around 
3:45 p.m. 
 

3. NASB is hosting a Back to the Basics of School Law workshop on March 31st in Kearney or April 8th in Lincoln.  This is 
an evening session beginning at 5:00 p.m. with registration and light dinner buffet, meeting at 6:00 p.m. and finishing 
around 9:00 p.m.  Let me know if this interests you. 

 
 
4. I will be attending the AASA National Conference in San Diego.  I leave Tuesday afternoon (Feb. 24th) and will return on 

Sunday, March 1st. 
 

 



Elementary Principal Report
February 09, 2015

1. Season of Assessing
○ DIBELS Benchmark
○ NeSA-Writing Gr. 4
○ District-Wide Writing Gr. 2, 3, 5, 6
○ MAP Testing: Reading & Math Gr. 2-6

2. Seward County Spelling Contest
○ Grade 3 – Brylie Streit 
○ Grade 4 – Uriel Wiezorek
○ Grade 5 – Regan Fickel
○ Grade 6 – Carson Richters -- 2nd Place: District Spelling Contest in March

3. 2015 Geography Bee finalists
○ Grade 4: Kali Fickel and Maj Nisly
○ Grade 5: Paige Petersen and Carson Fehlhafer
○ Grade 6: Rayshun & Jayden Foreman
○ Jayden Foreman, school winner -- written test 100 State Finalists
○ State Bee in April at UNO

4. Professional Development
○ External Consultant, Carmen Bartholomew,  Jan. 27 & 28
○ RtI Team: Jan Buss, Jarrett Fowler, Brittni Peltz, Linda Rafert

■ Plain Talk About Reading Conference
○ Reading Connections Training in Cozad: Hillary Sander & Gladys Luebbe

5. 15 - 16 Kindergarten & Preschool Registration
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