
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, December 12, 2011 8:00 PM

Boardroom
P.O. Box 187

Utica, NE 68456-0187

Agenda

1. MEETING CALL TO ORDER
1. Reading of Public Meeting Notice

1. Open Meetings Act
2. Roll Call
3. Consent Agenda

1. Additions/Deletions and Agenda Approval
2. Consider Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) and Their Approval
3. Consider Current Bills and Their Approval
4. Consider Activity Accounts and Treasurer's Report

4. Introduction of Guests; Invite Comments
2. OLD BUSINESS
3. NEW BUSINESS

1. FFA PRESENTATION
2. RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
3. RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM
4. RECEIVE CONVENTION REPORTS
5. CONSIDERATION OF SUPERINTENDENT'S CONTRACT
6. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF POLICY - KINDERGARTEN EARLY ADMITTANCE
7. ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORTS
8. SUPERINTENDENT'S EVALUATION

4. ADJOURN
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SCHOOL
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DECEMBER 2011
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STUDENTS ENTERING 10 - 11
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CENTENNIAL PUBLIC

SCHOOL
COMMUNITIES FOR A BRIGHTER

TOMORROW

Summer School Report

To the Board of Education

December, 2011



PLAN

Serve 30 elementary 
students who were 

identified as “At Risk” of 
falling behind grade level 
in reading as identified by 

DIBELS and teachers



Goals

 Intense teaching/learning of skills during 

summer school

 Retention of skills into the fall term

 Decrease the number of students who 

are “Deficit” as measured by DIBELS 



PARTICIPANTS

IDENTIFIED AS “AT RISK”
 Kindergarten– 5 of 7 invited 

 First Grade – 4 of 8 invited

 Second Grade – 6 of 6 invited

 Third Grade – 3 of 6 invited

 Fourth Grade – 4 of 6 invited

 Fifth Grade – 2 of 5 invited

 Total K- 5 =  38 invited

 K- 5 = 24 attending

 Sixth Grade – 1 of 6 invited

Total 25 of  44 attended



K – 5 Summer Students

Gain 16

Loss 7

No Change 1

Average Change + 9.63
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EARLY KINDERGARTEN ENTRANCE 

 

Commencing in the 2012-13 school year, a child must be five years of age as of July 31 

of the year of entry into kindergarten.  The School District may admit a child to 

kindergarten who will reach age of five years on or after August 1 and on or before 

October 15 of such school year if the parent or guardian requests such entrance and 

provides an affidavit stating that (i) the child attended kindergarten in another jurisdiction 

that would allow admission within the current year, (ii) the family anticipates relocation 

to another jurisdiction that would allow admission within the current year, or (iii) the 

child had demonstrated through the recognized assessment procedure outlined below and 

approved by the Board of Education that he or she is capable of carrying the work of 

kindergarten. 

 

Early kindergarten enrollment exceptions may be made for younger children who are 

intellectually advanced.  At a minimum, eligibility for the exception shall be based upon 

an analysis of the child’s (1) mental ability, (2) emotional/social development, (3) pre-

academic skills, and (4) fine motor skills.  

 

The kindergarten early entrance assessment procedures are designed to identify and place 

those children in kindergarten who: 

a. Will turn 5 years of age between August 1 and October 15 (as verified by birth 

certificate); 

b. Are deemed by parents or guardians as being intellectually advanced and likely to 

benefit from advanced grade placement; and 

c. Are selected on the basis of testing by professionals trained and certified to 

administer the assessments that will produce evidence of strength in: 

1. Mental ability defined as scoring 84th percentile or above on a 

standardized assessment of cognitive ability such as the Wechsler 

Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence III, or the Stanford-Binet V, 

2. A test of emotional/social development such as the Behavior Assessment 

System for Children, Second Edition (BASC-2), 

3. 75th percentile or greater on a test of pre academic skills such as the 

Woodcock Johnson III, and 

4. A test of fine motor ability, scoring 75th percentile or above on a 

standardized measurement such as the Beery VMI. 

 

The decision regarding early entrance to kindergarten requires careful consideration of all 

factors that affect kindergarten success with final determination to be made based on the 

recommendation of the District Evaluation Team.  The academic, social, and emotional  

readiness, as well as the student’s physical development and well-being, must be weighed  
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with institutional factors also considered.  Sound decision making in the area of early 

entrance to kindergarten is dependent upon reliable information regarding a student’s 

readiness and a thoughtful balancing of the myriad of factors implicated by the decision.  

Parents will be notified in writing of the results of the Early Kindergarten Entrance 

assessment and the determination of the District Evaluation Team in a timely fashion; not 

to exceed three weeks after the assessments are completed. 

 

It is the presumption of the Board of Education that students will enter kindergarten at the 

age prescribed by state regulation.  The Board of Education understands that students 

whose birth dates closely miss the cutoff date for school attendance may have educational 

needs or demonstrated capabilities that warrant early admission to kindergarten. 

 

Families who seek early admission of their child into kindergarten must obtain an Early 

Entrance to Kindergarten Packet from the Elementary School Office located at 1301 

Centennial Ave. Utica, NE  68456 or telephone (402) 534-2321. 

 

Parents must fill out the early entrance application forms, which include a parent 

questionnaire and obtain and attach a reference letter from someone who is well 

acquainted with the child but not related to any family member.  The person providing 

this reference should know the child well enough that they can speak with some expertise 

about the child’s attributes and abilities.  The reference letter should indicate whether this 

person recommends the child be schooled with children who will be a year older that 

he/she is; if yes, what evidence would this person provide about the child that speaks to 

his/her mental ability, pre-academic skills, fine motor ability, and emotional/social 

development. 

 

Suggestions for this reference letter are a preschool teacher, a Sunday School teacher, a 

day-care provider, or a physician. 

 

The assessment request, reference letter and parent questionnaire must be completed and 

returned to the District no later than May 25th of the spring before fall enrollment to allow 

summer assessment to be completed.  Fees for the assessment are the responsibility of the 

child’s family payable to the School District. 

 

Decisions regarding early kindergarten entrance must include consideration of the above 

regardless of race, color, gender, religion, ancestry, national origin, marital status, age, 

disability, or sexual orientation of children or their families.  Institutional factors, such as  

capacity, may also be considered. 

 

Legal Reference:  Neb. Statute 79-214 

 

 

 

 

 



Secondary Principal’s Report 
December 12, 2011 
 

1. Fall ACT Data… 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Winter Sports Seasons Are Underway… 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Winter Concerts Right Around the Corner… 

 
 
 
 
 

4. One Act Competes At Conference & Districts… 
 
 
 
 
 

5. 1st Semester Positive Impact Awards on Thursday, 12/22… 
   



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
December 12, 2011 
 
 
 
1. I will attend the Legislative Preview Conference on December 14th.  It should be an interesting meeting, but I’m not 

expecting much change. 
 
2. NASB will be hosting their Legislative Issues Conference on January 22nd and 23rd at the Cornhusker in Lincoln.  If you 

are interested, please let me know. 
 
3. I e-mailed the December edition of the NASB Monthly re: Minder for you. 
 
4. Past Board Member Meeting - - - When do we want to do this?   
 
5. The holiday season is coming fast.  First, I would like to wish each of you and your families a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  Secondly, you are invited to come up to the school and enjoy some snacks on December 12th.  The 
administrators will put out their yearly spread for the staff to enjoy. 
 

 



ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

December 12th, 2011 
 
 

1. The end of the first semester is rapidly approaching. We have a few 
activities planned……………… 

 
 
 

2. The winter season activities are in full swing, even at the elementary 
level…….. 

 
 
 

3. The cold weather has brought home the reality that not all 
children/families are equipped to deal with such an extreme…… 

 
 
 
 

4.  The Backpack Program is at capacity once again this year and 
people/organizations in our communities continue to be extremely 
generous. 
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