
Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Monday, February 10, 2025 5:30 PM

District Office
410 South St

Seward, NE 68434

Agenda

1. Preliminary Procedures
1.1. Call meeting to order & announce Open Meetings Act is Posted
1.2. Public Notice as publicized per board policy
1.3. Roll Call

1.3.1. Action to excuse board members if necessary
1.4. Pledge of Allegiance
1.5. 1.5 Mission Seward Public Schools - a district rooted in excellence - in cooperation 

with family and community members is committed to the development of the whole 
student and affirms that all students will have the skills to become productive, 
resilient, and contributing members of their community.

1.6. Approval of Agenda
2. Public Forum: (The Board President reserves the right to place time limits on individuals 

and topics.)
2.1. Public Forum on Agenda Items: This is your opportunity to speak to items on the 

agenda. If you are not a part of the presentation of the agenda item you need to 
speak now. Thank you for your participation.

2.2. Public Forum on Any Topic: This is your opportunity to speak to any topic 
concerning the school district. Since it is not an agenda item the board cannot 
discuss or take action at this time on the matter. Future discussion can be requested 
as an agenda item. Thank you for your participation.

3. Discussion Items
3.1. Elementary Students Presentations 
3.2. JEO Architect Firm 
3.3. Committee on American Civics 

3.3.1. Public Comment on American Civics Committee 
4. Short Recess 
5. Reports

5.1. Administrator Reports
5.2. Student Board Report 
5.3. Superintendent's Report 

6. New Business
6.1. Legislative Update

7. Action Items 
7.1. Teacher Resignation 
7.2. Architect Facility Study

8. Future Agenda Items
9. Consent Agenda

9.1. Approval of Minutes
9.2. Approval of Financial Reports



9.2.1. Treasurer
9.2.2. Budget
9.2.3. Activities
9.2.4. Athletic

9.3. Approval of Claims
9.3.1. General Fund
9.3.2. Special Building Fund
9.3.3. Unemployment Fund

9.4. Out of State Travel
9.5. Approval of Consent Agenda

10. Adjournment

 





Committee On American Civics Agenda 
2-10-25 

Seward Public Schools District Office 
 

The school district of Seward --where every student, every day is a success -- affirms that all 
students will have the skills to become productive and contributing members of a global 

community.  In cooperation with family and community members, the district is committed to the 
development of each student academically, emotionally, socially, and physically. 

 
*Public Testimony is offered at this meeting 

 
1.​  Appoint three board members to the Committee On American Civics 

 
 

2.​ Celebrations of Holidays identified in LB 399 
George Washington’s Birthday 
Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday 
Native American Heritage Day 
Constitution Day 
Memorial Day 
Veteran’s Day 
Thanksgiving Day 
 

3.​ The Civics Test- American Government and 8th Grade- Results  
 
​ Fall 2024- American Government 
​ 56 American Government students took the test and 100% passed.   
 
​  

4.​   Social Studies Curriculum 
 

Mr. Eber will share with us more information regarding our AP Social studies 
classes and the rigor involved with these courses. 

1.​ AP Human Geography 
2.​ AP World History (In development) 
3.​ AP US History 
4.​ AP European History 

 
5.​  Adjourn 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Holidays Recognized in Civics Law: 
 
Appropriate patriotic exercises suitable to the occasion shall be held under the direction of the 
superintendent in every public, private, denominational, and parochial school on George 
Washington's birthday, Abraham Lincoln's birthday, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday, Native 
American Heritage Day, Constitution Day, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving Day, 
or on the day or week preceding or following such holiday, if the school is in session. 
 
Civics Test/Paper/Meeting Requirement 
 
(i) Administration of a written test that is identical to the entire civics portion of the naturalization 
test used by United States Citizenship and Immigration Services prior to the completion of 
eighth grade and again prior to the completion of twelfth grade with the individual score from 
each test for each student made available to a parent or guardian of such student. 

 
 

 































February School Board Report 
 

BLT (Esten Johnsen): THIS IS CRAZY! It is already the third quarter of the school year and BLT has 
continued to work as a TEAM! Within the last month, we had a Doane Leadership Seminar, a PLC day 
where we had a “Draw a Teacher” Challenge, and made Speech Team Shirts for the Seward High 
Speech Team! These activities have instilled better leadership skills in our team and made the school a 
better place! There is definitely more that needs to be done, but BLT has been working more than ever! 

 

Boys Wrestling (Caden Schadwinkel):  

 

Girls Wrestling (Annaliese Sistek):  

 

Cheer (Ashley Martin): As we end our cheer season, we are slowing down on practices and attending 
all the games as we finish the basketball season. 

 

Boys Basketball (Lawson Luebbe): We are in the midway stretch of our basketball season right now! 
We have been playing our best basketball as of late going 3-1 in the last 4 games, and the one loss was 
to 13-2 Aurora in overtime who we will have the opportunity to face again in the conference 
tournament that starts this week! We are excited about how we are playing and can't wait for the final 
stretch to be playing our best ball! Go Jays! 

 

Girls Basketball (Kelsey Miller): As we are in the middle of basketball season we have experienced a 
fair share of ups and downs. Our current record is 10-4. We are currently in the conference tournament 
and face GI Northwest in the semi-final game on Jan 30th and 7pm. We hope to continue our win streak 
and would love to see fans continue to show up at our games! As a team we have been very successful 
freshman through varsity and hope to continue that as we head into the postseason. With only a few 
games left we hope to finish strong! Go Bluejays!  

 

Quiz Bowl (Kayla Albright): After the usual winter hiatus of Quiz Bowl, events are finally starting to 
pick back up! We will resume practices starting at the beginning of February, and we are all excited to 
be together as a group again. Because we are a mishmash of all the brightest minds at Seward High, 
most of our members are deeply involved in other activities, so we have short, flexible practices 
whenever we can find time to gather enough of us. We will have a few invitationals around our districts 
and conference meets coming up at the end of February.   

 

FFA (Bryn Christensen): So far in January our schedule has slowed down. In January we had our 
regular monthly chapter meeting, continuing our weekly officer meetings. We took LDE participants 



ice skating, proficiency award applications were due (all three of our applicants made it to the state 
level), and lastly, we had state degree interviews (we will find out the results in about a month). This 
coming month we have a chapter meeting, District Welding & Poultry Evaluation, National FFA Week, 
and District CDEs. 

 

FBLA (Addilyn Sugden): State is quickly approaching, with many events already being submitted to 
determine who will be selected to compete at the SLC! Tests and presentations must be completed 
before SLC so the best eight can compete for top spots. Students have been working hard and 
dedicating much time to their projects, and we are excited to see how we compete this year! A huge 
shoutout goes to our local and state president, Jena Eberspacher, for all of her work this year! 

 

SkillsUSA (Landan Waegli): Our SkillsUSA chapter has been diligently working to prepare for all of 
our upcoming events including: Skills Week, Legislative day, Middle School Conference, and of course 
the State Conference. The officer team here has been meeting every Friday to prepare for skills week 
during the second week of February and preparing for the upcoming idle school conference. Our 
members have also started to come in to prepare diligently for their state competitions and I, Landan 
Waegli and Ethan Boggs, will be preparing to run for SkillsUSA state office with the assistance of our 
delegates. A big thanks to our advisor Kurt Holliday for helping the entire chapter and we are hoping to 
remain the most successful chapter in Nebraska.  

 

Show Choir (Madison Sides): Show Choir has started its competition season! This month we have three 
competitions: the 7th at NCDA in Central City, the 15th at Lincoln Northwest, and the 22nd at Wahoo. 
We look forward to performing and showing off all the hard work we have been putting in! We hope to 
see the community of Seward at some of our competitions! 

 

FCCLA (Maya Hubach): FCCLA is planning out FCCLA week! We had 9 members compete at 
Districts, and everyone qualified for State in April. We plan to have a fun water bar, treats for members, 
and a service project.  

 

Key Club (Grace Matulka): Key Club has begun putting our spring plans into action. We recently had a 
meeting to discuss senior scholarships, the spring Bluejays Way Community Service Day, and the 
Multicultural fair. The Multicultural fair will be held on February 12th, in the high school's big gym. 
We are so excited to teach these young learners about different places around the world! We can’t wait 
to see where this spring takes us! 

 

Dance (Hannah Colfack): The Dance Team has been dedicated to bringing energy and excitement to 
Seward High School through our halftime performances at games this year. Our team has worked hard 
to prepare routines entertaining and engaging the crowd, creating a lively and positive atmosphere for 



students, staff, and families. These performances are a highlight of school events, and we look forward 
to continuing to contribute to our school’s vibrant community.  

 

Speech (Marisa Schmeckpeper): Speech season has officially started its competition season! Two 
weeks ago we had the opportunity to send a small group to North Bend and compete where we placed 
5th overall with only eight kids, three of them taking home gold in their events. Then last Saturday we 
were able to bring our larger team to Wilbur once again we had multiple people make finals rounds, 
and even two of our groups placed first in their respective rounds. Overall the start of our season has 
been amazing and we are so excited to keep excelling at meets. 

 

Boys Bowling (Landen Ford): The bowling team is set for districts on Feb. 4, where we will go to 
Hastings to earn a spot at state. We won our last 2 regular season matches vs Elkhorn and Gretna, and 
we are looking forward to postseason competition. Everyone has worked hard and we are once again a 
strong team going into the final tournaments of the season. 

 

Girls Bowling (Mckenzie Martin): I can't believe Districts is right around the corner. The girl JV team 
is done for the season and had two meets this year, and they all showed a lot of improvement 
throughout the season. Our varsity girls did really well this year with a couple of wins. EVERYONE 
showed a lot of improvement. We hope that we do well on Tuesday the 4th and make it to state again 
this year!    

 

Esports (Lincoln Stockwell): Our varsity teams have been chosen and we are excited to announce that 
the players are 
 
Mario Kart: Team 1: Lincoln S., Adrian R., Griffin C., and Nicholas W. 
Mario Kart: Team 2: Austen E., Devon K., Kai D., and Tate R. 
Fortnite: Jaxson Kramer, Carson Kramer, Jamie Pariset, and Dane Blum. 
 
We had a game on Tuesday, January 28th for our Mario Kart teams, Team 1 played Gering, and Team 2 
played Concordia Omaha. Team 1 won and unfortunately, Team 2 lost. We are looking forward to 
grinding through the season, especially our senior players. 
 
When asked about the upcoming season, Senior Adrian Rodriguez said, “I’m excited to make it to state 
and crush Concordia.” 
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