
Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 14, 2020 7:00 PM

District Office
410 South St

Seward, NE 68434

Agenda

1. Preliminary Procedures
1. Call meeting to order & announce Open Meetings Act is Posted
2. Public Notice as publicized per board policy
3. Roll Call

1. Action to excuse board members if necessary
4. Pledge of Allegiance
5. 1.5 Mission      The school district of Seward--where every student, every day is 

a success--affirms that all students will have the skills to become productive and 
contributing members of a global community.  In cooperation with family and 
community members, the district is committed to the development of each 
student academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.

6. Approval of Agenda
7. Alternative School Graduation

2. Public Forum: (The Board President reserves the right to place time limits on individuals 
and topics.)
1. Public Forum on Agenda Items: This is your opportunity to speak to items on the 

agenda. If you are not a part of the presentation of the agenda item you need to 
speak now. Thank you for your participation.

2. Public Forum on Any Topic: This is your opportunity to speak to any topic 
concerning the school district. Since it is not an agenda item the board cannot 
discuss or take action at this time on the matter. Future discussion can be requested 
as an agenda item. Thank you for your participation.

3. Reports
1. Administrator Reports
2. Student Board Report 
3. Superintendent's Report 
4. 2020 Enrollment Report 

4. Discussion Items
1. NRCSA- Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association 
2. Governors Award for Wellness 

5. Old Business
6. New Business

1. Seward Public Schools 2020-2021 Budget of all Funds 
2. Seward Public Schools Tax Request Resolution for the 2020-2021 School Year 
3. Bus Bids 
4. Fence Bid for Bus Garage 

7. Future Agenda Items
8. Consent Agenda

1. Approval of Minutes



2. Approval of Financial Reports
1. Treasurer
2. Budget
3. Activities
4. Athletic

3. Approval of Claims
1. General Fund
2. Depreciation Fund
3. Gifts & Donations Fund
4. Unemployment Fund

4. Approval of Consent Agenda
9. Adjournment

 

































Seward High Bluejay Leadership Team Report 

September 2020 

Anna Hughes 

Renovations 

The first thing everyone noticed entering the building was the new renovations. 

These included the bathrooms, the FCS room, and the carpet in the math 

hallways. Every student and staff members love that our school doesn’t look like 

the 60s anymore! 

Covid 

Obviously there are a lot of things different because of Covid but I think  

the students are handling the changes well. Mask wearing is going well  

and you get used to it after a while. Teachers try to implement mask breaks and  

this has led to a new initiative that the BLT is working on which is to get outdoor 

seating. We have already put picnic tables on the east side of the school.  

Homecoming - September 4th 

Our homecoming theme was this year was Netflix. Hallway decorations went well 

and we tried a new app this year called GooseChase to keep track of class 

points. The seniors won the spirit stick (finally!). The homecoming game went 

well and Seward won 13-7 against Omaha Gross. Unfortunately, we were unable 

to have a dance this year but we are going to try and have a movie night instead 

later this fall.  

Extracurriculars 

● Cross Country - Girls cross country team got 2nd at the Charlie Thorell Meet this 

past Thursday. Boys have also had a very successful start to their season. 

● Volleyball - The Lady Jays are 3-3 and the first home game is on Tuesday 

against Ralston and that will also be senior night. 

● Softball - The girls held their senior night last Thursday with their home opener 

against Norris. They have had a great start to the season with a record of 7-3. 



● Girls Golf - The golf team has had three meets. The team got 3rd at the Seward 

invite.  

● Football - The football team accomplished their 2nd win for the season on Friday. 

It was also their senior night that night.  

● Band - They showcased their show during halftime at the football game.  

● Show Choir - As of right now the show choir will not be able to have any 

competitions.  

● Clubs - FBLA and FFA have had their kickoff parties and have recruited new 

members.  

 

 
 



	

	

NASB	Monthly	Update	for	Board	Meetings	-	Agenda	Item:		September	2020	

View	the	Monthly	Update	in	video	form	now	at:	https://vimeo.com/453336372	

	
“NASB	Update”	

As	a	board,	some	items	you	should	be	focused	on	during	September	include:	

• Monitor	progress	of	district	goals,	link	goals	to	discussion	and	action	items	
• Strategic	Plan	Progress	Report	
• Review	Summer	School	Programs;	Review	School	Improvement	Plan	
• Negotiations	contract	dispute	decision	(year	of	contract,	if	needed)	due	September	15	
• Personnel	Report	to	the	Department	of	Education	due	September	15	
• Negotiations	board	must	respond	to	agent	request	due	October	1	
• Annual	Emergency	Safety	Plan	–	Annual	Adoption	
• Annual	District	Report	
• Tax	Request	Hearing	for	Fund	Levies	due	October	13	
• Poverty	Plan	due	October	15	
• Superintendent	file	Membership	Report	due	October	15	
• Limited	English	Proficiency	Plan	due	October	15	
• Elementary	Site	Allowance	due	October	15;	Distance	Education	Incentives	Denial	Appeal	(through	

2020)	due	October	1	

	
Networking	&	Events:	

• http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/events	
• The	first	of	3	Candidate	Webinars	was	July	27,	look	for	two	more	in	Sept	&	Oct!	
• Area	Membership	Meetings	registration	is	now	open!		Make	your	virtual	viewing	plans	now	…	AMM	

will	premier	September	30th	and	be	available	through	October	14th!	
• The	Facilities	&	Construction	Workshop	will	be	held	in	person	in	Kearney	on	September	23,	as	well	as	

virtually.		More	to	come!	
• Is	this	year’s	Board	Member	of	the	Year	on	your	Board?	Nominations	for	the	annual	Ann	Mactier	

Award	are	due	Sept	30th	at	http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/board-leadership/ann-mactier-
school-board-member-of-the-year-award	

• Update	on	the	2020	State	Education	Conference	–	This	conference	will	be	held	November	18-20	in	
hybrid	fashion.		That	means	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	attend	in-person	OR	virtually.		Details	
are	still	being	worked	out,	so	watch	your	email	for	registration	information	by	the	end	of	September.			

	

Advocacy/2020	Legislative	Session:	

• The	2020	legislative	session	has	wrapped	up.	Keep	tabs	with	all	things	pertinent	to	your	school	at	
NASB’s	Govt	Relations	page	at	http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/government-relations	



	

	

• The	2020	Delegate	Assembly	will	be	virtual	this	year	in	early	November,	start	thinking	of	who	your	
boards	Delegate	will	be	now.		Look	for	more	info	shortly!	

• Stay	engaged	during	the	Session	and	follow	along	with	the	bills	NASB	is	tracking	at:	
https://nasb.enviseams.com/legislative-bills	and	through	NASB’s	Legislative	Notes	e-updates.	

	

NASB	COVID-19	RESOURCE	LINKS	

• http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/covid-19-resources	
• We	are	continuing	to	add	items	&	updates	as	they	arise	

	

Follow	NASB	on	twitter	at	www.twitter.com/NASBonline	using	the	hashtag	#liveNASB		
and	on	facebook	at	www.facebook.com/NASBonline		

	
Watch	all	of	the	NASB	videos	at	http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/videos	

	
To	see	a	quick	glimpse	at	the	various	items	the	NASB	is	involved	in,	check	out	pages	10	&	11	each	month	in	the	

Board	Notes	newsletter	for	“This	Month	In	…”		To	access	the	latest	newsletter,	click	here:	
http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/board-notes	

	

	



Grade
Sept.,	
2015

Sept.,	
2016

Sept.,	
2017

Sept.,	
2018

Sept.,	
2019 Sept.	2020 Teachers	 class	size	

PK 35 37 38 40 52 47
K 87 89 79 96 86 102 5 20.4
1 85 88 93 83 96 90 4 22.5
2 97 83 87 104 86 103 5 20.6
3 92 99 84 86 109 90 4 22.5
4 97 95 98 86 97 109 5 21.8
SES	Total 493 491 479 495 526 541
5 95 101 103 103 99 105 4.5 23.3
6 128 98 108 107 106 100 4.5 22.2
7 100 122 97 107 105 108 5 21.6
8 107 103 126 101 105 110 5 22
SMS	Total 430 424 434 418 415 423
9 104 143 121 150 134 126
10 139 104 144 123 156 133
11 120 140 107 141 124 148
12 130 121 136 109 136 122
SHS	Total 493 508 508 523 550 529

PK-12	Total 1,416 1,423 1,421 1,436 1,491 1,493
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PROPERTY TAX RESOLUTION TEMPLATE 
 Enter dates & your district specific information where identified  

	
2020/2021 TAX REQUEST RESOLUTION 

FOR 
SEWARD PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 80-0009 

 
 WHEREAS, public was given at least four days in advance of a Special Public Hearing called for the purpose 
of discussing and approving or modifying the District’s Tax Requests for the 2020-2021 school fiscal year for the 
General Fund, Bond Fund, Special Building Fund, and Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund of Seward Public 
School District 80-0009 and,  
 
 WHEREAS, such Special Public Hearing was held before the Board of Education (hereinafter “the Board”) of 
Seward Public School District 80-0009 (hereinafter “the District”) at the time, date, and place announced in the notice 
published in a newspaper of general circulation, a copy of which notice and proof of publication of which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A, all as required by law; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board provided an opportunity to receive comment, information and evidence from persons 
in attendance at such Special Hearing; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the total assessed value of the property differs from last year’s total assessed value by1.06% the 
tax rate which would levy the same amount of property taxes as last year, when multiplied by the new total assessed 
value of property would be $0.946380 per $100 of assessed value; the Seward Public School District 80-0009 proposes 
to adopt a property tax requests that will cause its tax rate to be $ 0.956436 per $100 of assessed value.  

 
WHEREAS, based on the proposed property tax request and changes in other revenue, the total operating 

budget of Seward Public Schools 80-0009 will exceed last year’s by -1.5% percent. 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board, after having reviewed the District’s Tax Requests for each said fund, and after public 
consideration of the matter, has determined that the Final Tax Requests as listed below are necessary in order to carry 
out the functions of the District, as determined by the Board for the 2020/2021 school fiscal year.   
 
 NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that (1) the Tax Request for the General Fund should be, and 
hereby is set at $13,750,299 ; (2) the Tax Request for the Bond Fund should be, and hereby is set at $1,480,455; (3) the 
Tax Request for the Special Building Fund should be, and hereby is set at $205,593 and (4) the Tax Request for the 
Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund should be, and hereby is set at $137,374. 
 
 It is so moved by (Name of Board Member) and seconded by (Name of Board Member) this 14th day of 
September, 2020.   
 
Roll Call vote as follows:   
 Paul Duer   YES NO 
 Jill Hochstein   YES NO 
 Jana Hughes    YES NO 
 Jerry Rumery    YES NO 

(Danielle Shipley   YES NO 
 Ryne Seaman    YES NO 
  
 The undersigned herewith certifies, as Secretary of the Board of Education of Seward Public School District 
80-009, that the above Resolution was duly adopted by a majority of said Board at a duly constituted public meeting of 
said Board.          
 Secretary,   









Salesman Phone Email

Date: 8/20/2020 Phone: Fax:

Customer Name: Overall Length Overall Height

Billing Address:

Location of Job:

Cell Phone: Contact Name: Pickets Rail

Contact E-Mail:

Dia. Line Post Dia. Corner/End Post

Dia. And Depth of Footing Dia. And Depth of Footing

Walk Gates Drive gates

Dia. Walk Gate Post Dia. Drive Gate Post

Accounts not paid within thirty days will be charged eighteen percent (18%) per annum.

REV:  4-1-19

We agree to provide the work in accordance with the information stated here in the amount of; See Above

Authorized Signature: Date: 8/20/2020

Date:

Framework will consist of 3" O.D. terminal posts, 2-1/2" O.D. line posts and

Removals of the existing fence is not included and to be completed by the owner
prior to AFC setting posts. 

will need to regrade the drive/gate opening area to minimize the gap underneath the gate. 

Total: $14,760.00. Tax Is Not Included (Form 17 Required)

1-5/8" O.D. top rail and bracing. Posts will be spaced at 10' on center approximate 

spacings and will be set into concrete footings with the dirt spoils spread

around the posts. Footage includes (1) 24' opening cantilever slide gate (owner

tom.vajgrt@sewardschools.org

Tom Vajgrt402-643-5083
712 South Columbia Street, Seward, NE 68434

410 South St Seward, NE 68434

Seward Public Schools 

Due to unprecedented steel price increases, contractor to pay for stored materials or provide for subsequent future price increases after award of contract.  AFC will provide storage

On the back and or second page of this proposal are very important terms and conditions that we are requesting that you review.  If you do not have these terms and conditions; do 
not execute and contact your sales rep.  Upon your review, if you have any questions please contact us.  After review and agreement, please sign below indicating that you have fully 
read, understood and agree with the terms and conditions stated above.  We impose a surcharge of 3% on all credit cards that is not greater than our cost of acceptance. 

Please Provide a Billing E-mail:

Customer/Contractor Signature:

Please call Matt Thuman at (402) 616-4035 with any question

the east fence line. Add $1,385.00. Tax Is Not Included.

Voluntary alternate: Furnish and install (1) 20' double swing gate in 

Notes and Exclusions:

None
(1) 24' Cantilever 

Gate

None 4" O.D.

1.) Unless otherwise noted, one mobilization is 
included for the installation of the fence.

2.) Unless otherwise noted, block-out(s) in 
concrete/masonry for fence by others. No core 
drilling included.

3.) No permit, survey and/or staking included. 
Fence line to be staked by others.

4.) Unless otherwise noted, no removals, grading, 
grubbing and/or demolition included.

Matt Thuman

NOTE: NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR SPRINKLERS SYSTEMS.  ESTIMATE GOOD FOR 15 DAYS .

Note: Your project was estimated based on what we see. Objects below ground that interfere with your post installation will not be 
the responsibility of AFC such as your foundation, buried paving or pavers, roots, old fence footings, etc. Any adjustments 

additional materials, trips and labor will be at an additional expense.

j.plugge@americafence.comLincoln, NE 68504 (402)467-25113301 N 35th St

m.thuman@americafence.com(402) 616-4035Matt Thuman

Specification for Fencing      

2-1/2" O.D. 3" O.D.

12" x 36"

740' 6'

9 Ga x 2" Mesh

10" x 36"

Furnish and Install Materials

Furnish and install approximately 740 linear feet of 6' height commercial grade 

galvanized chain link fence with top rail, braced terminal posts and bottom tension wire.

1-5/8" O.D.

Specifications:

5.) Private utilities to be located by others. Fence 
line to be staked clear of utilities.

6.) Unless otherwise noted, no electrical wire, 
wiring, grounding, conduit and/or connections 
included.

7.) If project is bid as tax exempt, a valid NE Tax 
Exemption form MUST be received prior to AFC 
beginning any work. 

8.) Customer agrees to complete AFC Sheduling 
Installation Project Checklist prior to AFC 
beginning work. Form available for review upon 
request.



REV:  4-1-19

Customer assumes full responsibility for the location of property pins, staking of the fence and any inaccurately placed pins and/or stakes.
Customer understands that American Fence Company has staked the fence based on the proposal and/or in consideration of existing
utilities that may not reflect the actual location of customers property. Customer agrees to defend, hold harmless and indemnify American
Fence Company from and against all claims, liabilities and expenses for trespass and other damage or loss arising out of the location of
said fence. Customer hereby assumes full responsibility for the damage to any marked and unmarked underground utility, telephone, T.V.,
Cable or sprinkler system pipes. If the customer requests, agrees or allows American Fence Company from and against all claims,
liabilities and expenses as a result of damage to these utilities and related property. If the contract price is not paid when due, the
customer agrees to allow American Fence Company to trespass on to their property and remove the fence at the company’s discretion.
Furthermore, the customer agrees indemnify and hold harmless American Fence Company for any damage done to the property as a result
of removal of the fence. All modifications shall be in writing and shall be affixed to the original bid. This agreement and any subsequent
modification/s shall be contingent upon strikes, accidents, shortages or delays beyond the control of American Fence Company. Any time
stated for installation is purely estimated. The customer agrees and accepts that American Fence Company will not extend discounts or
credits for any delays or be held responsible for interest charges on any payments made by the customer. Any changes to the fence due to
varying ground conditions are not the responsibility of American Fence Company. Customer to carry fire, tornado and other necessary
insurance. This proposal cannot be withdrawn by the customer after acceptance of proposal. American Fence Company has the right to
reject any bid. All legal and related fees accrued in an effort to collect on this account for whatever reason will be the responsibility of the
customer. By signing this proposal, the customer has completely reviewed and agreed with the prices, specifications and conditions as
stated herein. Furthermore, the customer is authorizing American Fence Company to complete the work. The customer is financially
responsible for cancellation fees and cost of special-order materials in the event the customer elects to cancel the contract. Terms: 60%
Down. Balance due on the date of completion. A service and handling charge of 5% per month – 60% annum will be applied to
delinquent accounts past 10 days.  We impose a surcharge of 3% on all credit cards that is not greater than our cost of acceptance.

Terms and Conditions



1 
 

Empire Netting & Fence
 PO Box 553  

                       Waverly, NE 68462 
                      Phone: 402-570-4209 

                 Email: info@empire-fence.com 
                                                                                                             

   

Project:   Seward School Transportation Yard 
Date:  8/21/2020 

Location:   712 S. Columbia Ave Seward, NE 
 

Bid is for material and installation of 705 LF of 6’ Tall Chain Link.  Fence will have top 
rail, bottom tension wire, 2 ½” Line Posts, 3” Terminal post, and 4” Posts on the 
cantilever gate.   Included with the bid will be 1 – 24’ opening cantilever gate and 1 – 
20’ Opening Double drive gate.   Bid doesn’t include electronic openers or any demo of 
existing fence.   
 
 
                                                                                                                               Total: $18,900.00 

‘ 
  

                                                                                                                                                 Max Westerholt 
   Client                                                                        Date          Empire Fence Representative 
 
 
 

Payment Terms: 

- Net 30 
- 3% Service charge for credit card payment 
- By accepting this proposal as indicated by my signature above, I acknowledge the scope of work 
   to be completed, understand all proposal notes, and guarantee payment according to the terms 
   set forth in this proposal. 
-Estimate is valid for 30 days  

Exclusions: 

- Responsibility for compliance with local zoning or regulations 
- Obtaining permits or inspection 
- Excludes Bid bond and performance bond, unless otherwise stated 
- Excludes Engineers Report and Surveying, unless otherwise stated 
- Excludes Removal of spoils, unless otherwise stated 
- Excludes Prevailing Wage 
- Excludes Rock Drilling, Core Drilling or Dewatering Unless stated 
- Excludes Private Utility Locate 
- Excludes Mow Curb, or Sleeve Installation unless otherwise stated  
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