
Goldendale School District No. 404
Board Agenda
May 18, 2020

Regular Meeting - 7:00 PM
On-line and call in only, 604 E. Brooks St, Goldendale, WA 98602

A. 6:30 Executive Session for Personnel: RCW 42.30.110.g
B. ZOOM Call-in 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://gsd404-org.zoom.us/j/97839043310

Meeting ID: 978 3904 3310
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,97839043310# US (Tacoma)

C. Call to Order
D. Flag Salute
E. Introduction of Visitors-Public Comments
F. Approval of Agenda

1. Agenda - Additions and/or Deletions
G. Consent Agenda

1. Minutes
a. April 20, 2020 Regular Board Meeting Minutes
b. May 4, 2020 Worksession Minutes

2. Hiring
a. Angela Hedges - Primary School Principal

3. Resignations
a. Danielle Cooper - PS Playground Supervisor (1.75 hours/day)
b. Justin Walker - HS Health and Physical Education, and Assistant HS Wrestling Coach
c. Kyle Cairns - HS Assistant Football Coach
d. Jaime Raleigh - HS Counseling & Career Center Secretary (6.5 hrs/day)
e. Jennifer Holycross - HS Science Teacher and HS Head Track Coach

4. Bills
H. Business Managers' Report

1. Financial Report - Dean Schlenker
I. Information and Discussion

1. School Board Meetings and Worksessions Drafts for the 2020-2021 school year
a. Draft 1 - School Board Meetings will be held on the 4th Monday of each month (unless 

otherwise noted).  School Board Worksessions will be held on the 2nd Monday of each 
month (unless otherwise noted).

b. Draft 2 - School Board Meetings will be held on the 4th Tuesday of each month (unless 
otherwise noted).  School Board Worksessions will be held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month (unless otherwise noted).

J. Comments / Reports
1. Principal Reports
2. Student Representative(s) Report or Comments

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://gsd404-org.zoom.us/j/97839043310&sa=D&ust=1589755466191000&usg=AOvVaw2zB1HFnzzY2xecucCf-zm9


3. Board Comments
4. Legislative Board Report
5. WIAA Board Report

K. Report of the Superintendent
1. Update on School Closure

L. Action Items
1. Board Resolution No. 19-20-04 - Emergency Waiver of Instructional Hours

M. Superintendent Summary
N. Next Meeting Dates

1. June 1, 2020 - Worksession Meeting at 6:30 pm via Zoom and call in only
2. June 15, 2020 Regular Board Meeting at 7:00 pm via Zoom and call in only

O. Adjournment























 

 

 

Background & Introduction 

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 28A.150.220 provides the minimum requirements of the 

statewide instructional program of basic education that school districts must offer. Each school 

year must consist of a minimum of 180 school days (RCW 28A.150.220[5][a]). And school 

districts also must provide at least 1,000 annual instructional hours to kindergarteners through 

8th graders, and at least 1,080 annual instructional hours to grades 9 through 12—or a district-

wide average of at least 1,027 hours in grades 1–12. RCW 28A.150.220(2)(a)–(b).  

Ordinarily, school districts receive state funding based on the number of students who are 

enrolled in the district for an average of 1,027 instructional hours over 180 school days. The 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), however, is authorized to waive the school 

day and average instructional hour requirements for districts in the event of unforeseen 

emergency events, including epidemics (RCW 28A.150.290[2]). 

On April 29, 2020, OSPI adopted temporary emergency rules (Chapter 392-901 of the 

Washington Administrative Code [WAC]) establishing the terms and conditions that will govern 

school districts’ entitlement to receive their state basic education apportionment allocations 

during the 2019–20 school year when the district was unable to fully meet its statutory school 

days and instructional hours requirements due to school closures caused by the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and other unforeseen emergency events.  

Districts that meet those terms and conditions will receive their full annual allocation of state 

basic education apportionment (WAC 392-901-025[2]). Districts will be required to submit an 

application to OSPI requesting the waiver of school days and instructional hours. 

Below are answers to frequently asked questions regarding school days and instructional hours 

waivers and school district reporting requirements. 

Q-1: What will school districts have to do to demonstrate their compliance with 

the statutory school days and instructional hours requirements in the 2019–20 

school year? 

Every school district must submit to OSPI either a school days and instructional hours 

emergency waiver application or, alternatively, documentation demonstrating that the district 

has fully met the 180 school days and 1,027 instructional hours requirements.  

School Days & Instructional Hours 

Emergency Waivers & District Reporting  

Requirements: Frequently Asked Questions 
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• Districts that will not meet the 1,027 average instructional hour and the 180 school days 

requirements due to the COVID-19 pandemic and other unforeseen emergency events 

must comply with the requirements identified below in Q-2. OSPI anticipates most 

districts will apply for this waiver because they provided time off immediately following 

the school facility closure for their employees as they created plans for continuous 

learning. 

• Districts that will not offer 1,027 average instructional hours due to the COVID-19 

pandemic and other unforeseen emergency events but will provide 180 school days must 

comply with the requirements identified below in Q-3. OSPI anticipates some districts will 

apply for this waiver because they immediately engaged both staff and students with 

continuous learning opportunities.  

• Districts that will fully meet the 180 school days and 1,027 instructional hours 

requirements must comply with the requirements identified below in Q-4. OSPI 

anticipates very few, if any, districts will apply for this waiver. Districts must have 

maintained the school day and instructional hours requirements outside of a school 

facility immediately following school closure.  

Q-2: What are the requirements for districts that will not offer 1,027 average 

instructional hours and will not provide 180 school days? 

These districts will receive their full annual allocation of state apportionment if:  

• The district implemented a continuous student learning plan; 

• The district’s school board adopts a resolution approving the continuous learning plan 

by May 29, 2020; 

• The district extends the school year by an additional five school days (but is not required 

to extend beyond June 19, 2020); 

• The district’s school board supports the request for school days and instructional hours 

emergency waiver; and 

• The district submits a waiver application on a form provided by OSPI. The application will 

consist of the elements in Q-7 below, including a copy of the continuous learning plan 

approved by the school board and the district’s school year calendar. 

Q-3: What are the requirements for districts that will not offer 1,027 average 

instructional hours but will provide 180 school days? 

These districts will receive their full annual allocation of state apportionment if: 

• The district made available continuous learning opportunities for all enrolled students 

immediately following the statewide closure of school facilities beginning March 17, 

2020; 

• The district’s school board adopts a resolution approving the continuous learning plan 

by May 29, 2020; 
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• The district’s school board supports the request for the instructional hours emergency 

waiver; and 

• The district submits a waiver application on a form provided by OSPI. The application will 

include the information identified in Q-7 below, including a copy of the continuous 

learning plan approved by the school board and the school district’s 180-day school 

calendar. The plan must demonstrate that continuous student learning commenced after 

March 17, 2020, and include evidence that students were provided an opportunity to 

engage in educational activities. 

Q-4: What are the requirements for districts that will both offer 1,027 average 

instructional hours and provide 180 school days? 

These districts will receive their full annual allocation of state apportionment if:  

• The district implemented a continuous student learning plan; 

• The district submits to OSPI a copy of the continuous learning plan approved by the 

school board; and 

• The district’s continuous learning plan includes the district’s 180-day calendar and 

provides evidence that the district offered an average of 1,027 instructional hours to all 

enrolled students.   

Q-5: OSPI’s new rules (WAC 392-901-025[1][c]) say nothing in the rules precludes 

school districts from scheduling the last five school days of the school calendar for 

noninstructional purposes, including, but not limited to, the observance of 

graduation and early release from school for students who are graduating from 

high school. Does this mean school districts are not required to offer instruction to 

all students over the last five days of school? 

No. The rule simply re-affirms that school districts may schedule noninstructional activities for 

graduating seniors in the last five days of the school year under RCW 28A.150.220(5)(c). 

Q-6: What elements must a continuous learning plan include? 

“Continuous learning” means establishing and maintaining connections with students and their 

families to provide learning materials and supports using a variety of modalities (e.g., email, 

telephone, printed learning materials, or available online platforms) taking into account 

recommendations provided by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction in its published 

guidance. 

A district’s approved continuous learning plan must:  

• Offer educational engagement, planned by staff, as directed by the administration and 

governing board for all enrolled students; 
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• Include the district’s school year calendar, including a weekly schedule of staff and 

student engagement following March 17, 2020;  

• Provide a process for the district to determine which learning standards are most 

essential; 

• Establish a district- or school-based system of collecting student engagement 

information. The record can be daily or weekly. Attendance information is not required 

for reporting enrollment under Chapter 392-121 WAC and districts must not file truancy 

petitions for absences occurring after March 17, 2020; and  

• Award academic grading as specified in WAC 392-901-030(4) and OSPI’s guidance on 

grading during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Q-7:  What information will school districts need to provide in the waiver 

application? 

The application will be primarily limited to the following elements: 

• Districts must provide the name of district and district superintendent. 

• Districts must affirm that:  

1. The school board has reviewed and supports the application for an emergency 

waiver of school days and instructional hours,  

2. The district has implemented a continuous learning plan for all students, and 

3. The continuous learning plan implemented by the district meets the minimum 

requirements outlined in Chapter 392-901 WAC. 

• Districts must provide OSPI a copy of its approved continuous student learning plan. 

The application will not require districts to submit the board resolution approving the 

continuous learning plan or the record of the board vote reviewing and supporting the 

application for emergency waiver of school days and instructional hours. School districts will 

need to retain this documentation consistent with state records retention requirements.  

Q-8: When will school districts be able to apply for the waiver? 

OSPI will make an electronic waiver application form available to school districts by May 15, 

2020. 

 

 



Chapter 392-901 WAC
SPECIAL RULES FOR EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSURES IN THE 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-005  Authority.  (1) The authority for this chapter 
is RCW 28A.150.290(2), which authorizes the superintendent of public 
instruction to make rules establishing the terms and conditions for 
allowing a school district to receive state basic education moneys 
when, due to an emergency school closure, the district is unable to 
fulfill the following statutory requirements:

(a) One hundred eighty days of operation; or
(b) The total program hour offerings or teacher contact hours re-

quirements imposed by law.
(2) This chapter is further authorized by RCW 28A.150.290(1), 

which provides that the superintendent has the power and duty to make 
such rules and regulations as are necessary for the proper administra-
tion of, among other things, chapter 28A.150 RCW and RCW 28A.300.170 
not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, and in addition to re-
quire such reports as may be necessary to carry out the superinten-
dent's duties under chapter 28A.150 RCW and RCW 28A.300.170.

(3) This chapter is further authorized by RCW 28A.230.100, which 
provides that the superintendent shall adopt rules to implement the 
course requirements set forth in RCW 28A.230.090. The rules shall in-
clude, as the superintendent deems necessary, granting equivalencies 
for and temporary exemptions from the course requirements in RCW 
28A.230.090 and special alterations of the course requirements in RCW 
28A.230.090.

(4) This chapter is further authorized by RCW 28A.230.125, which 
provides that the superintendent shall develop for use by all public 
school districts a standardized high school transcript.

(5) This chapter is further authorized under RCW 28A.710.040(5), 
which provides that public charter schools are subject to the supervi-
sion of the superintendent of public instruction to the same extent as 
other public schools.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-010  Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to es-
tablish the terms and conditions governing local education agencies' 
entitlement to receive state basic education apportionment allocations 
during the 2019-20 school year when the local education agencies could 
not offer the statutory minimum number of school days or annual aver-
age total instructional hour offerings due to emergency school clo-
sures caused by the COVID-19 epidemic and other unforeseen events.
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NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-015  Application.  (1) Unless provided otherwise 
herein, this chapter supersedes chapter 392-129 WAC when chapter 
392-129 WAC and this chapter are in conflict.

(2) This chapter applies to common school districts, charter pub-
lic schools, and state-tribal education compact schools.

(3) This chapter shall be effective only for the 2019-20 school 
year.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-020  Definitions.  As used in this chapter, the term:
(1) "Continuous learning" means establishing and maintaining con-

nections with students and families to provide learning materials and 
supports using a variety of modalities including, but not limited to, 
email, telephone, printed learning materials, or available online 
platforms, taking into account recommendations provided by the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction in its published guidance 
and as required under this chapter and applicable state and federal 
law.

(2) "Emergency school closure" means:
(a) An unforeseen natural event including, but not necessarily 

limited to, a fire, flood, explosion, storm, earthquake, epidemic, or 
volcanic eruption that has the direct or indirect effect of rendering 
one or more local education agency facilities unsafe, unhealthy, inac-
cessible, or inoperable; and

(b) An unforeseen mechanical failure or an unforeseen action or 
inaction by one or more persons, including negligence and threats, 
that:

(i) Is beyond the control of a local education agency; and
(ii) Has the direct or indirect effect of rendering one or more 

school facilities unsafe, unhealthy, inaccessible, or inoperable. Such 
actions, inactions or mechanical failures may include, but are not 
necessarily limited to, arson, vandalism, riots, insurrections, bomb 
threats, bombings, delays in the scheduled completion of construction 
projects, and the discontinuance or disruption of utilities such as 
heating, lighting and water.

An unforeseen action or inaction shall not include any labor dis-
pute between a local education agency governing board and any of its 
employees.

(3) "Instructional hour" means the same as defined in RCW 
28A.150.205.

(4) "Local education agency" means a common school district, 
charter school established under chapter 28A.710 RCW, or state-tribal 
education compact school operated according to the terms of a state-
tribal education compact authorized under chapter 28A.715 RCW.

(5) "School day" means the same as defined in WAC 392-121-033.
(6) "School year" means the same as defined in WAC 392-121-031.
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NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-025  Emergency school closure waiver—Terms and con-
ditions.  (1) The superintendent of public instruction will waive the 
school days and instructional hours statutory requirements that a lo-
cal education agency was unable to meet in the 2019-20 school year due 
to an emergency school closure if:

(a) The local education agency implemented a plan that meets the 
minimum standards for continuous learning for the 2019-20 school year 
as provided under WAC 392-901-030;

(b) The local education agency's governing board adopts a resolu-
tion approving the continuous learning plan no later than May 29, 
2020;

(c) The local education agency extends the school year by a mini-
mum of an additional five school days beyond the final regularly 
scheduled school day of the school calendar previously adopted by the 
local education agency for the 2019-20 school year. Provided, nothing 
herein requires a local education agency to extend its school year be-
yond June 19, 2020. Provided further, that, pursuant to RCW 
28A.150.220 (5)(c), nothing herein precludes local educational agen-
cies from scheduling the last five school days of the school calendar 
for noninstructional purposes including, but not limited to, the ob-
servance of graduation and early release from school for students who 
are graduating from high school;

(d) The local education agency's governing board supports the 
emergency waiver request; and

(e) The local education agency submits an application to the su-
perintendent requesting an emergency waiver in accordance with WAC 
392-901-035.

(2) If the superintendent waives the statutory school days and 
average annual instructional hour offerings requirements pursuant to 
this chapter, the local education agency shall receive its full annual 
allocation of state basic education apportionment.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-030  Plan for continuous learning for all students—
Minimum standards.  (1) Opportunity to learn. A local education agen-
cy's plan for continuous learning must make available to all enrolled 
students the opportunity to engage in educational opportunities plan-
ned by and under the direction of local education agency staff, as di-
rected by its administration and governing board.

(2) Learning standards.
(a) Under the local education agency's plan for continuous learn-

ing, administrators, principals, and teachers must determine which 
Washington state student learning standards, skills, and knowledge are 
most essential for success in students' next courses, content, grade 
level or post-secondary pursuit.

(b) In accordance with RCW 28A.150.240, teachers must continue to 
evaluate and communicate student educational growth and progress to 
families and school administrators on a periodic basis based on the 
learning standards that are taught in accordance with this subsection.
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(3) Record of student engagement.
(a) The local education agency's plan for continuous learning 

must establish a district- or school-based system of collecting infor-
mation regarding student engagement daily or weekly to determine if 
students are responding to district- or school-initiated communication 
and participating in continuous learning. Local education agencies are 
not required to collect student attendance information for the purpose 
of reporting student enrollment pursuant to chapter 392-121 WAC.

(b) Local education agencies must not file truancy petitions with 
the juvenile court under RCW 28A.225.030 for any absences occurring on 
or after March 17, 2020.

(4) Academic grading. When providing continuous learning to stu-
dents, local education agencies shall award grades for assessment of 
student learning during school facilities closures after March 17, 
2020. In awarding grades, local education agencies must meet the fol-
lowing standards:

(a) Local education agencies must continue using grades as a 
means of communicating student academic progress and determining high 
school credit in accordance with chapter 392-415 WAC, unless otherwise 
provided in this section.

(b) Local educational agencies shall not:
(i) Award a letter grade to a student that is less than the let-

ter grade the student had earned in the course as of March 17, 2020; 
or

(ii) Award a numerical or nonnumerical fail or "F" grade to a 
student in any course completed after March 17, 2020.

(c) Local education agencies may award a nonnumerical grade of 
incomplete "I" to a student if:

(i)(A) The student was engaged in continuous learning after March 
17, 2020, but did not meet learning standards expectations established 
by the teacher prior to the close of the 2019-20 school year;

(B) The local education agency was unable to establish reliable 
and ongoing contact with the student after March 17, 2020; or

(C) The student declined to engage in continuous learning oppor-
tunities made available by the teacher under subsection (2) of this 
section and RCW 28A.150.240 after March 17, 2020.

(ii) The local education agency has developed a plan for students 
who receive an incomplete "I" to complete the course or demonstrate 
proficiency against identified learning standards at a future time.

(d) Local education agencies must provide parents an opportunity 
to request an incomplete for students who could not engage in continu-
ous learning after March 17, 2020.

(e) Local education agencies must provide students multiple op-
portunities to demonstrate their proficiency in order to earn a pass-
ing grade.

(f)(i) A grade of "I" shall be used to indicate an incomplete 
course.

(ii) An incomplete "I" grade shall not be included in the calcu-
lation of a student's grade point average.

(iii) High school transcripts issued for a grading term, semes-
ter, quarter, or trimester subject to this chapter must have a nota-
tion that the grading term, semester, quarter, or trimester occurred 
during a school facilities closure related to the COVID-19 epidemic.

(g)(i) Local education agencies that used nonnumerical passing 
grades in courses or programs that began prior to March 17, 2020, may 
continue to use nonnumerical passing grades in those courses or pro-
grams.

[ 4 ] OTS-2271.2



(ii) A local education agency that is a party to an agreement 
with an institution of higher education or statewide dropout reengage-
ment program approved under RCW 28A.175.105 regarding the awarding of 
credits to students may follow the grading policies in those agree-
ments.

(iii) Under no circumstances may a student be awarded a numerical 
or nonnumerical fail or "F" grade for courses under this subsection.

(h) For purposes of this section, "nonnumerical grades" are 
marks/grades earned by students in courses that are not factored into 
the student's grade point average as provided in WAC 392-415-050 and 
392-415-055. "Numerical grades" are letter marks/grades earned by stu-
dents in courses as provided in WAC 392-415-050.

(5) All student groups. The local education agency plan for con-
tinuous learning must identify the local education agency's strategies 
for providing learning opportunities for all students, including stu-
dents of color, English language learners, students in foster care, 
students who are low-income, students who are mobile, students experi-
encing homelessness, students who are migratory, students with a mili-
tary parent(s), students receiving Section 504 services, students with 
disabilities, and students who are highly capable.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-035  Emergency school closure waiver—Application to 
superintendent.  A local education agency applying for continuation of 
state apportionment under this section must submit the following in-
formation on a form provided by the office of the superintendent of 
public instruction:

(1) The name of the local education agency;
(2) The name of the lead administrator of the local education 

agency;
(3) A statement that the governing board of the local education 

agency has reviewed the application and supports its submittal;
(4) A statement that the local education agency has implemented a 

plan for continuous learning for all students;
(5) A statement that the plan for continuous learning implemented 

by the local education agency meets the minimum standards for continu-
ous learning as provided in this chapter; and

(6) Any other information as prescribed in the application form.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-901-040  Emergency school closure—Documentation and re-
porting requirements.  Local education agencies must:

(1) Retain any documentation required by this chapter, including 
the local education agency's continuous learning plan, in accordance 
with established records retention schedules; and

(2) Timely submit all data, reports, and other information re-
quested by the superintendent of public instruction regarding the lo-
cal education agency's compliance with this chapter.
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