
FOREST HILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

Regular Meeting of the Board of Education
Monday, April 20, 2026 

6:30 PM
Forest Hills Administration Building

Agenda

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. INSTRUCTIONAL HIGHLIGHT - Knapp Forest Elementary
IV. CONSENT GROUPING

IV.A. Superintendent/Board of Education
IV.A.1. Approval of Minutes

IV.B. Business
IV.B.1. Payment of Bills
IV.B.2. New Chromebooks-STEAM
IV.B.3. Staff Device Replacement
IV.B.4. Eastern Emergency Responder Amplifier
IV.B.5. Operations Mechanical
IV.B.6. 2025-2026 General Fund Appropriations Act Amendment 

Resolution
IV.B.7. 2025-2026 Special Revenue Fund Appropriations Act 

Amendment Resolution
IV.B.8. Refunded Property Taxes

IV.C. Instruction
IV.C.1. mCLASS DIBELS 8th Edition
IV.C.2. Core Knowledge Language Arts (CKLA) 3rd Edition
IV.C.3. Boost Reading

V. SECTION 27L: EDUCATOR COMPENSATION FUNDS OF THE STATE 
SCHOOL AID ACT

VI. KIASB BOARD OF DIRECTORS
VII. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
VIII. BOARD COMMUNICATION
IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS
X. ADJOURNMENT
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ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT FOR INSTRUCTION  
 

 

TOPIC:  Instructional Highlight – Knapp Forest Elementary 

   
Knapp Forest Elementary is intentionally focused on fostering a strong sense of belonging for 
every student, using both daily practices and school-wide systems to build connection and 
community. Through strategies such as personalized greetings, morning meetings, and 
recognition programs, they work to ensure students are consistently seen, valued, and 
engaged. The survey data has helped identify what is working well, such as relationship-
building routines and inclusive classroom practices, while also guiding next steps, including 
developing PRIDE Pack connections across grade levels, Early Bird Recess choices, and 
expanding opportunities for student voice and connections. At Knapp Forest Elementary, 
they believe a strong sense of belonging in school fosters students’ confidence, engagement, 
and willingness to take academic risks, all of which contribute directly to improved learning 
and achievement. 
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GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

 
 

CONSENT GROUPING 
 

April 20, 2026 
 
 

IV. CONSENT GROUPING 
 

A. SUPERINTENDENT/BOARD OF EDUCATION 
  

1. Approval of Minutes – Approve the minutes of the March 30, 2026, Special 
Meeting and the March 30, 2026, Closed Session. 

  
B. BUSINESS 

  
1. Payment of Bills – Approve expenditures for the payment of bills for February 

2026, as presented. 
  
2. New Chromebooks-STEAM – Approve the purchase of 340 Chromebooks and 10 

carts for the STEAM classrooms from People Driven Technology at a total cost of 
$228,680. 

  
3. Staff Device Replacement – Approve the purchase of 609 replacement laptop 

devices from People Driven Technology at a cost not to exceed $727,146. 
  
4. Eastern Emergency Responder Amplifier – Approve the purchase and installation 

of a bidirectional amplifier system for Easter from T&W Electronics Inc. for an 
amount not to exceed $137,373. 

  
5. FAC Video Equipment – Approve the purchase of a new video projector package 

for the Fine Arts Center from B&H Photo for an amount not to exceed $70,593. 
  
6. Operations Mechanical – Approve the contracts to perform construction work at 

the Operations facility at a total cost of $62,994, including contingency, fees, and 
general conditions. 

  
7. 2025-2026 General Fund Appropriations Act Amendment Resolution – Amend the 

2025-2026 General Fund appropriations Act Resolution with available funds of 
$165,678,226 and appropriations of $141,934,843, as attached.   

  
8. 2025-2026 Special Revenue Fund Appropriations Act Amendment Resolution – 

Amend the 2025-2026 Special Revenue Fund appropriations Act Resolution with 
available funds of $16,548,138 and appropriations of $10,386,083, as attached.   

  
8. Refunded Property Taxes – Authorize reimbursement of $1,936.21 to Ada 

Township for refunded property taxes. 
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C. INSTRUCTION 
   
 1. mCLASS DIBELS 8th Edition – Approve the supplemental curriculum and purchase 

request for mCLASS DIBELS 8th Edition, © 2025 from Amplify at a cost not to 
exceed $76,960.00. 

   
 2. Core Knowledge Language Arts (CKLA) 3rd Edition – Approve the curriculum and 

purchase request for Core Knowledge Language Arts (CKLA) 3rd Edition, © 2025 
from Amplify at a cost not to exceed $1,105,390.00 

   
 3. Boost Reading – Approve the supplemental curriculum resource and purchase 

request for Boost Reading, © 2025 from Amplify at a cost not to exceed 
$61,152.00. 

  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Items included in consent grouping are those that previously have been considered by the Board either in committee or at a prior 
meeting, or are of such a routine nature that discussion is not required. Board members may request that any item be removed from 
consent grouping for further discussion if additional information is needed or available. 
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-LY�ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT FOR FINANCE AND OPERATIONS� 

TOPIC: Payment of Bills 

The financial report is presented for Board approval and includes the following information: 

Summary of Bills Payable 

PROPOSED MOTION: 

I move that the Forest Hills Board of Education approve expenditures for the payment of 
bills for February 2026, as presented. 

GENERAL FUND 
DEBT FUND 
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND 2023 
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND 2025 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

Food Service 
Childcare 
Student/School Activity 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

11,034,653.35 
500.00 

153,521.16 
3,655,896.27 

316,129.29 
11,793.16 

164,078.76 

$15,336,571.99 
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SUPERINTENDENT/BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 
TOPIC: Kent Intermediate Association of School Boards (KIASB) Board of Directors 
 
 
The KIASB Board of Directors currently has six open seats, with four candidates running for a 
three-year term expiring June 30, 2029. The current board members whose terms will expire on 
June 30, 2026, are: 
 

• Kymberlie Buczek (Grand Rapids) 

• Matt Nibbelink (Northview) 

• Erin LaBotz (Kenowa Hills) 

• Anne Hamming (Kent ISD) 

• Two vacant seats 
 
The board is being asked to select four candidates from the list below for the KIASB Board of 
Directors (*Incumbent). 
 

• Erin LaBotz (Kenowa Hills) * 

• Anne Hamming (Kent ISD) * 

• Bill Saxton (East Grand Rapids) 

• Kelly Kermode (Forest Hills) 
 
 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
 
I move that the Forest Hills Board of Education vote for ____ for the KIASB Board of Directors.   
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