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Williamson County Board Work Session
February 17, 2022 6:00 PM
Support Services Building - Professional Development Room

1. Call to Order

2. Consent Agenda
a. Approval of the January 18, 2022 School Board Meeting
Minutes
b. Approval of the Acceptable Use and Internet Safety
Agreement for Students and Staff (Annual Agenda Item)
c. Recommendation for Field trip Fee Requests

3. Superintendent's Report (45 minutes)
a. Human Resources Presentation

4. Operations Report (5 minutes)
5. Board Chair Report (10 minutes)
6. New Business
a. 2021-2022 School Board Budget (10 minutes)
I. Approval of Education Capital Projects Fund Amendment
02.22 Intracategory Addition Wilkes Lane - $7,200,000.
II. Approval of General Purpose School Fund Amendment
02.22 Athletic Donation - $80,000.
lll. Approval of Education Capital Projects Fund (Intent to
Fund) 03.22 Elementary School East Cox Lane. ITF -
$15,000,000.
b. Approval of the 2022-2023 Family Tuition Rate (Annual
Agenda ltem)
c. Approval of School Fees (Annual Agenda ltem)
d. Approval of ENCORE Summer 2022 Enrichment Program
Fees (Annual Agenda Item - April)
e. Board Policy First and Final Reading
I. 1.703 School Attendance Areas, Zoning and Nonresident
Students
f. Board Policies - First Reading (10 minutes)
I. 3.210 Naming Facilities
Il. 6.306 Interference/Disruption of School Activities
[ll. 6.500 Student Receiving Special Education Services
g. Approval to Extend the 2022 Graduation Window
h. Appeal of Reconsideration Committee Decision
7. Board Member Item for Discussion
a. Request to Broadcast Policy Committee Meetings

8. Monthly Reports & Miscellaneous Information
a. January End of the Month Financials
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Mark Samuels
Nancy Garrett

Rachel Farmer

Jason Golden

Jason Golden

Dana Ausbrooks

Dana Ausbrooks

Jason Golden
Jason Golden
Nancy Garrett



b. January Purchasing Report
c. Field Trip Report- Overnight



Williamson County School Board Meeting
January 18, 2022 6:30 PM
Williamson County Administrative Complex - Auditorium

Attendance Taken at 6:31 PM.
Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson: Absent

Mr. Joshua Brown: Present
Mr. Dan Cash: Present
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Present
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Present
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Present
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Present
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Present
Mr. Eric Welch: Present
Mr. KC Haugh: Present
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Present

Present: 10, Absent: 2.

1. Call to Order
a. Record Attendance
Board Member Rick Wimberly attended the Board meeting by Zoom.
b. Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence
Madam Chair Garrett asked Sheriff's Deputies, Hooper and Purcell, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance,
followed by a moment of silence.

2. Items of Particular Public Interest (Public Comment)

The following spoke during public comment:

Jared Sullivan spoke about removing books from libraries.

Michael Miller spoke about raises for teachers.

Adriane King spoke about raises for teachers.

3. Approval of Agenda

Madam Chair Garrett presented the Agenda for approval.

Motion Passed: Motion by Mr. Eric Welch to approve the agenda. A second was made by Ms. Sheila
Cleveland.

Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson: Absent
Mr. Joshua Brown: Yes
Mr. Dan Cash: Yes
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Yes
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Yes
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Yes
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Yes
Mr. Eric Welch: Yes
Mr. KC Haugh: Yes
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes

Yes: 10, Nay: 0, Absent: 2

4. Approval of Consent Agenda

Madam Chair Garrett presented the Consent Agenda for approval.

Motion Passed: Motion by Mr. Eliot Mitchell to approve the consent agenda. A second was made by Mr. KC
Haugh.



Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson: Absent

Mr. Joshua Brown: Yes
Mr. Dan Cash: Yes
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Yes
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Yes
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Yes
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Yes
Mr. Eric Welch: Yes
Mr. KC Haugh: Yes
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes

Yes: 10, Nay: 0, Absent: 2
a. Approval of November 15, 2021 School Board Meeting Minutes
b. Board Policies - Second Reading
I. 6.411 Student Wellness (New)
II. 4.214 Virtual Education Program
c. Recommendation for Field Trip Fee Requests
d. Annual Review of Board Policies (Annual Agenda Item)

5. Communications to the Board
a. Superintendent's Report

Superintendent Golden thanked everyone for their participation tonight, especially the Scout Troops in attendance.
He encouraged them to get as many badges as possible. Golden reviewed the January 13, 2022 work session,
including the COVID report, ACTs, standardizing student and staff handbooks, and thepresentation by the
librarians.
Superintendent Golden also talked about the weather and that we have used 3 of our 10 stockpile schooldays so
far this year. He stated that WCS will be in school tomorrow, Wednesday, January 19, 2022.
Golden added that Board Policy 4.403 is also for reconsideration of library books. Superintendent Goldenthanked
the School Board for all their hard work and acknowledged that next week is School Board Appreciation Week.

I. Student, Staff and School Spotlights
In Student Spotlights, the Board recognized Centennial High's Jackson Pfefferkorn, FranklinHigh's Zachary Bouve,
Franklin High's Lillian Shi and Franklin High's Russell Warsetsky for earning a perfect composite score on the
October ACT exam.

Dozens of students were recognized for their musical talents. Several earned spots in the Middle Tennessee
School Band and Orchestra Association (MTSBOA) All-State Band. From Brentwood High, Atlas Stallings and
Rina Xu were honored, as was Centennial High's Colin Miller. From Franklin High, Rachel Collins, Vasilios
Ekimogloy, Judy Hsu, Jessica Huang, Rina Jamal, Sam Swan, Lukas Varden and November Varden were
recognized. Malek Chmayssani,Casey Martens and Nathan Montpool, all from Nolensville High, were also called.
Page High's Cadem Mohnke, Ravenwood High's Emily Barnes and Summit High's Dorothy Burt were also
honored.

Many students also played their way into the MTSBOA All-State Orchestra. Andrew Gan, Joanne Kang, Daniel
Olopade, Amy Xu and Brian Xu from Brentwood High were recognized. Centennial High's Preston Khetsavanh
was honored, as were Franklin High's Marcus Cheung,Dylan Cook and Chloe Robinson. From Nolensville High,
Ella Goggans, Anna Mandrell, Kerrigan Mandrell and Ethan Oh were celebrated. Several Ravenwood High
students were recognized, including Caitlin Castleberry, Saurav Chakraborty, Luka Hernandez Palmer, Ash
Huang, Alice Koh, Megan Loh, Diana Lu and Mitchell Loh.

Students were also celebrated for earning a spot in the Tennessee Music Education Association (TMEA) All-State
Choirs. Brentwood High's Sam Holt, Adeline Spears, Kate Smith,Andrew Stanworth, Olivia Webber and Alexander
Wilson were honored. Centennial High's Helena Aertssens, Sivani Kasibhotla, Merritt Hanemann, Colin Miller,
Riley Tuttle, Kyle Varenkamp and Nicole Varenkamp were also recognized. From Franklin High, Ash Henshaw,
Adeline Sexton and Molly Volker were honored, as were Independence High's Emily Dobberfuhl, Michael Gordy,
Caden Smith and Wyatt Wheatley. Nolensvile High's Jeremy Stineman and Isabella Wickham were also
celebrated. Ravenwood High's Claire Dall, Faith Dengate, Ann Dickerson, Evan Dovgalyuk, Kyle Dovgalyuk,
Sterling Jones, Caroline Meyer, Ella Miller, Emily Miller, Natalie Porter, Bejamin Seegmiller, Levi Seegmiller and
Grady Vasilevskis were also recognized. From Summit High, Logan Benton, Grace Greenman and Trevor Young
were called.

Mill Creek Middle students made an impression at the Junior Theater Festival. The theaterteam, directed by Aly
Isom, won the Excellence in Music Award. Mill Creek Middle's ClaireStreet won the All Festival Inspiration Award,



and both Lainey Allred and Will Brown won All-Star Awards.

In athletics, Summit High's Dustin Wade is the Tennessee Titans Mr. Football for Division I6A. His coach is Brian
Coleman.

WCS staff members also received accolades. WSC Student Support Services Executive Director earned the
Special Educator Tennessee Association for Administration in SpecialEducation (TAASE) Cup. Kenrose
Elementary art teacher Virginia Nix was named the Tennessee Art Education Association Elementary Art Educator
of the Year.

b. Board Chair Report
Madam Chair Garrett reminded Board Members to file their Statement of Interest. The deadline is January31,
2022. Garrett also asked Board Members to do their required training through TSBA. She also talked about
the volunteer opportunities in the schools. Garrett asked all Board Members to look at the redistricting of their
areas, they may have different schools in their district. Madam Chair Garrett asked for a legislative report
from Board Member Sheila Cleveland.

6. New Business
a. Approval 2021-2022 School Board Budget Amendments and Resolutions (10 minutes)

I. General Purpose School Fund Amendment 1.22 Disproportionality ARP IDEA- $318,670
Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of General
Purpose School Fund Amendment 1.22 Disproportionality ARP IDEA in the amount of
$318,670.Motion Passed: Motion by Mrs. Jennifer Aprea to approve. A second was made by
Mr. Joshua Brown.

Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson:  Absent
Mr. Joshua Brown: Yes
Mr. Dan Cash: Yes
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Yes
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Yes
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Yes
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Yes
Mr. Eric Welch: Yes
Mr. KC Haugh: Yes
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes

Yes: 10 Nay: 0 Absent 2

Il. General Purpose School Fund Amendment 1.22 Middle School STEM and CTE Grant - $40,000
Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of General
Purpose School Fund Amendment 1.22 Middle School STEM and CTE Grant in the amount of

$40,000.

Motion Passed: Motion by Mr. Eliot Mitchell to approve. A second was made by Mr. KC Haugh.
Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson:  Absent
Mr. Joshua Brown: Yes
Mr. Dan Cash: Yes
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Yes
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Yes
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Yes
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Yes
Mr. Eric Welch: Yes
Mr. KC Haugh: Yes
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes

Yes: 10 Nay: O Absent 2

General Purpose School Fund Resolution 2.22 Additional Staffing - $3,404,971
Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of General Purpose
School Fund Resolution 2.22 Additional Staffing in the amount of $3,404,971.
Motion Passed: Motion by Mrs. Jennifer Aprea to approve. A second was made by Ms. Sheila Cleveland.
Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent



Mrs. Candace Emerson:
Mr. Joshua Brown:

Mr. Dan Cash:

Mr. Eliot Mitchell:

Mrs. Jennifer Aprea:

Mr. Jay Galbreath:

Ms. Sheila Cleveland:
Mr. Rick Wimberly:

Mr. Eric Welch:

Mr. KC Haugh:

Mrs. Nancy Garrett:
Yes: 10 Nay: 0 Absent 2

Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

General Purpose School Fund Resolution 2.22 Raise - $3,914,269
Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of General Purpose
School Fund Resolution 2.22 Raise in the amount of $3,914,269.
Motion Passed: Motion by Mr. Eliot Mitchell to approve. A second was made by Mrs. Jennifer Aprea.

Mrs. Angela Durham:
Mrs. Candace Emerson:
Mr. Joshua Brown:

Mr. Dan Cash:

Mr. Eliot Mitchell:

Mrs. Jennifer Aprea:

Mr. Jay Galbreath:

Ms. Sheila Cleveland:
Mr. Rick Wimberly:

Mr. Eric Welch:

Mr. KC Haugh:

Mrs. Nancy Garrett:
Yes: 10 Nay: O Absent 2

Absent
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Approval of Retention Bonus for School Psychologists
Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of a Retention Bonus

for School Psychologists.

Motion Passed: Motion by Mr. Eliot Mitchell to approve. A second was made by Ms. Sheila Cleveland.

Mrs. Angela Durham:
Mrs. Candace Emerson:
Mr. Joshua Brown:

Mr. Dan Cash:

Mr. Eliot Mitchell:

Mrs. Jennifer Aprea:

Mr. Jay Galbreath:

Ms. Sheila Cleveland:
Mr. Rick Wimberly:

Mr. Eric Welch:

Mr. KC Haugh:

Mrs. Nancy Garrett:
Yes: 10 Nay: 0 Absent 2

Absent
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

b. Approval of Open and or Closed Zoned Schools for 2022-2023 (Annual Agenda Item)

Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of Open and or
Closed Zoned Schools for the 2022-2023 School Year (Annual Agenda Item).

Motion Passed: Motion by Mr. Eric Welch to approve. A second was made by Mr. KC Haugh.

Mrs. Angela Durham:
Mrs. Candace Emerson:
Mr. Joshua Brown:
Mr. Dan Cash:

Mr. Eliot Mitchell:
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea:
Mr. Jay Galbreath:
Ms. Sheila Cleveland:
Mr. Rick Wimberly:
Mr. Eric Welch:

Mr. KC Haugh:

Absent
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes



Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes

Yes: 10 Nay: O Absent 2
Motion Failed: Motion by Mr. Eliot Mitchell moved to defer this item one month until the February
2022 Board meeting. A second was made by Mr. Eric Welch.

Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson:  Absent
Mr. Joshua Brown: Nay
Mr. Dan Cash: Nay
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Nay
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Nay
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Nay
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Nay
Mr. Eric Welch: Nay
Mr. KC Haugh: Nay
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Nay

Yes: 1 Nay: 9 Absent 2

c.Approval of Charter School Review Committee 2022

Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of the Charter
School Review Committee 2022.

Motion Passed: Motion by Mrs. Jennifer Aprea to approve. A second was made by Mr. Dan Cash.

Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson:  Absent
Mr. Joshua Brown: Yes
Mr. Dan Cash: Yes
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Yes
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Yes
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Yes
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Yes
Mr. Eric Welch: Yes
Mr. KC Haugh: Yes
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes

Yes: 10 Nay: 0 Absent 2
d. Approval of TSBA Legislative Agenda
Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of the TSBA
Legislative Agenda.
Motion Passed: Motion by Ms. Sheila Cleveland to approve. A second was made by Mr. Joshua Brown.



Mrs. Angela Durham: Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson:  Absent

Mr. Joshua Brown: Yes
Mr. Dan Cash: Yes
Mr. Eliot Mitchell: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Yes
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Absent
Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Yes
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Yes
Mr. Eric Welch: Yes
Mr. KC Haugh: Yes
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes
Yes: 9, Nay: 0, Absent:

3

e. COVID-19 ADA Disability Accommodation Protocol

Madam Chair Garrett called on Superintendent Golden, who recommended approval of the COVID-19
ADA Disability Accommodation Protocol.

Motion Passed: Motion by Mr. Eliot Mitchell to approve. A second was made by Mrs. Jennifer Aprea.

Mrs. Angela Durham:  Absent
Mrs. Candace Emerson:Absent

Mr. Joshua Brown: Yes
Mr. Dan Cash: Yes
Mrs. Jennifer Aprea: Yes
Mr. Jay Galbreath: Yes

Ms. Sheila Cleveland: Yes
Mr. Rick Wimberly: Yes
Mr. Eric Welch: Yes
Mr. KC Haugh: Yes
Mrs. Nancy Garrett: Yes
Yes: 10. Nay: 0, Absent: 2

7. Adjournment
There being no further business, Madam Chair Garrett adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm.

Chairperson

Superintendent
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Williamson County School Board
FROM: Jason Golden, Superintendent
DATE: February 17, 2022
RE: Acceptable Use Guidelines

The proposed 2022-2023 Acceptable Use Guidelines are attached, as required by the WCS annual agenda.
Tennessee law requires the Board to approve Acceptable Use Guidelines to address internet use. These
guidelines have been reviewed, and they reflect no change from the current guidelines.

Staff recommends approval of the Acceptable Use Guidelines.
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Williamson County Board of Education

Monitoring: Descriptor Term: Descrii)t“o:)g(;de: ISSL:)e; /?;t/ei 9

Review: Annually, | Acceptable Use and Internet Safety '

in November Rescinds: Issued:
Agreement 4.406p 01/18/18

PURPOSE

In compliance with Board Policy 4.406 and federal law, the purpose of this agreement is to inform
students and families of the district’s procedures related to student Internet and electronic media use.

The district has taken measures to protect students from obscene information and restrict access to
materials that are harmful to minors. Failure to follow all or part of these guidelines or any action taken
that may expose WCS to risks of unauthorized access to data, disclosure of information, legal liability,
potential system failure, or compromised user safety is prohibited and may result in disciplinary action
up to and including criminal prosecution.

WCS has implemented methods to limit approved online service providers to access only student
records in which they have a legitimate educational interest. The service providers are under the direct
control of the district with regard to the use and maintenance of the records, and the provider must use
FERPA-protected information only for the purposes for which the disclosure was made. Disclosure to
other parties without authorization is prohibited.

1. Media Release

Parents who wish to have their student names, images, or work posted to the WCS website or any other
district or external publications, social media, or other media must first consent to the Acceptable Use
and Internet Safety Agreement and WCS media release. Both documents must be signed and filed
annually.

2. Email

Students shall be issued a WCS e-mail account for completing school work. These accounts may be
used for participation in WCS internal chat and message boards. The WCS-provided e-mail account is
the only e-mail students may use for instructional purposes. The use of profanity, obscenity or
offensive language in any communication through WCS e-mail is prohibited and will result in
disciplinary action.

The e-mail system is intended only for legitimate WCS-related communication, and any employee e-
mail communications to a student shall originate from the WCS employee’s WCS e-mail address and
shall be directed to the student’s WCS e-mail address.

Version Date: February 7, 2022
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Use of the Internet 4.406

3. Social Media and Other Electronic Communication

The district provides internal, password-protected social media tools and allows use of district
approved resources for eLearning. All video content created by students and staff shall be hosted on
the district YouTube channel or must seek approval from the Communications and Instructional
Technology Departments.

All external social media tools and other electronic communication to be used for instruction must be
vetted by the district prior to teacher or student use. The following are the acceptable forms of
electronic communication between employees and students: email, employee to student texting, and
the use of Twitter for educational purposes. Additional parent/guardian permission may be required
prior to student use of such tools.

Students should recognize that by using social media, they are creating a digital footprint that will
remain with them beyond their K-12 school experience.

e Students shall only use the WCS e-mail address for school-sanctioned social media activities.

e Students shall always protect their own privacy during online activities, taking care to not give
out personally identifiable information in any online forum.

e Students shall not post photographs, video, or audio of fellow students or WCS employees
taken at school or on district transportation without permission from a teacher or administrator.

e Students shall not use personal social media accounts or unapproved social media sites during
school hours or on district transportation.

e Students may be subject to consequences for inappropriate use of internal, school sanctioned
social media that disrupts the work and discipline of the classroom.

e Personal social media use has the potential to result in disruption in the classroom and on
district transportation and can violate district policy and/or local, state, or federal law. In this
event, administration may have an obligation to take appropriate investigative and/or
disciplinary action.

4. Student Use of Personal Devices

Students in grades 3-12 may bring personal portable devices to school for instructional use. The use of
personal technology to enhance learning is not a necessity, but rather a privilege. When abused, this
privilege may be taken away.

Any personal device used for instructional purposes must be able to access the Internet through the
“WCS-Guest” network. All personal device internet access while at school must occur through the
“WCS-Guest” network. Students are not permitted to use a cellular network adapter or other Wi-Fi
networks to access the internet while at school.

Security and Damages

Page 2 of 5
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Use of the Internet 4.406

WCS, its employees and agents are not liable for personal devices stolen or damaged while at school,
during school-sponsored activities, or on district transportation. Such instances will be handled through
the school administrative office in a manner befitting any other stolen or damaged personal property.

Guidelines for Use

e Students may not use personal devices to record, transmit or post photographic images, audio
or video of any person during school activities or on district transportation unless permission is
obtained from an authorized WCS employee.

e Students may only use personal devices to access files or internet sites relevant to the
classroom curriculum. Students must comply with a teacher’s directions regarding use of
personal devices.

e The district’s network filters are applied to the “WCS-Guest” network and shall not be
circumvented. The district Internet filters are designed to protect students from obscene,
pornographic and other material harmful or inappropriate to minors while at school. However,
these protections do not extend to the personal device when it is used outside the school setting.
Parents are encouraged to monitor student devices outside the school setting.

e Personal devices must run successfully on their own battery power without the aid of plugs
while at school.

e With reasonable suspicion of a violation of a school rule, law or these acceptable use
procedures, the school district may collect and examine any device at any time for the purpose
of investigating the suspected violation.

5. Copyright Policy
Students shall comply with applicable copyright laws in the use of media and materials.
6. Internet Safety

e All K-12 students shall participate in Internet safety and citizenship instruction integrated into
the district’s instructional program.

e Family and community digital citizenship outreach programs shall be conducted annually in the
first semester of the school year. Schools shall use existing avenues of communication to
further inform parents about Internet safety and policy throughout the school year.

7. Network Security

The WCS network and computer equipment may only be accessed by users with valid WCS network
accounts. Students shall only use their assigned network accounts when accessing the district network
or when using machines or devices owned by WCS. Students shall not provide their network password
or account information to any group or individual other than authorized district personnel. Students
shall never allow another user access to a device while logged into their own network account.

Alternative network shall be created or used by students unless approved by the IT Department.
“Alternative network” is defined as any wired or wireless network or sub-network located on or
accessible from any WCS property that is not part of the primary network managed by the IT
Department. Virtual Private Network (VPN) mobile applications or Virtual Private Network (VPN)

Page 3 of 5
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Use of the Internet 4.406

software is not permitted unless approved or provided by the IT Department. All network equipment
must be approved and installed by IT Department staff.

For the protection and security of WCS data, all devices accessing the WCS secured network, with the
exception of the “WCS-Guest” network, must be the property of WCS.

Use of software designed to gain passwords or digital access beyond the rights assigned to a user or
device is prohibited. Use of such programs risks the security of the network and is a violation of
Tennessee and federal law. If students discover passwords or any other measure used to obtain
unauthorized access to the WCS network, data, or applications, they shall report the discovery to their
teacher or school administrator.

No student shall hide or attempt to hide files or folders stored on a network server or local workstation
unless such action is approved by the IT Department administrative staff.

All WCS accounts may be monitored and searched at any time by authorized district personnel to
protect the rights and property of WCS and ensure quality of service. Accounts shall be searched upon
the reasonable suspicion of a violation of law, Board or school policy, or breach of this agreement.

8. Workstation/Computer Use

Students are prohibited from installing any software on district-owned devices without district
authorization.

Student use of any WCS device for illegal, obscene, pornographic, commercial, political or religious
activity or for personal profit is prohibited.

Changing or tampering with any WCS-owned device’s system configuration is prohibited.

Any attempt to bypass the internet content filtering by use of a proxy or other means is prohibited
unless such action is expressly authorized by the IT Department. Content is filtered for all users
accessing the Internet through the WCS network.

9. Viruses and Virus Protection
WCS will install and maintain all virus protection and related software for district-owned equipment.

The intentional spreading of messages or files containing damaging or destructive programs or data is
against federal law. Violators will be prosecuted. Contact the IT Department immediately to report a
device that may contain a virus or malware.

If you are under the age of 18, a parent or guardian must also read and sign this contract.

Page 4 of 5



Use of the Internet 4.406

My signature indicates my understanding and acceptance of the guidelines described in the Student
Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Agreement. I understand that failure to comply with these
guidelines may result in disciplinary action.

Student Name (Please Print)

Student Signature Date

By signing below, I give permission for my son or daughter to access the Internet and other WCS
technology resources under the conditions set forth above.

Parent or Guardian Name (Please Print)

Parent or Guardian Signature Date

Cross References

Use of Electronic Mail (e-mail) 1.805
Student Access to Electronic Media 4.406
School and System Websites 4.407
Controversial Materials 4.801

Student Publications 6.704

Page 5 of 5



School Board Field Trip Approval Report (Field Trips With Student Fees over $100)

Trip ID Trip Date Return Date Approved Origin Trip Name Trip Type Activity Type # Destination

33486 4/8/2022 4/9/2022 1/14/2022 Brentwood High BHS choir Fine Arts Chorus/Choir 100 St. Louis

Notes/Fees overl00. We will be taking charter buses to this competition. Students will leave BHS and travel to St. Louis and visit the arch. On Saturday morning, we will compete at a Festival in the Parks choral competition
and then visit 6 Flags. After the completion of the awards ceremony, we will travel by bus back to BHS. I am unable to attach the itinerary, but the current projected cost is approximately $300.00 including the cost
of meals.

33467 3/25/2022 3/27/2022 1/18/2022 Fairview Middle Student Council Convention Academic Field Trip 15 STATION CAMP HIGH

Notes/Fees overl00 - No Bus Needed - Fundraising as the trip should cost between $200 and $225 per student to cover the cost of convention admission and cash for food during commute.No driver needed - we will not need a
bus.The times for the trip are not accurate because the system will not let me enter the correct times based on the automatic default to bus schedules (wWhich we won't use).

33418 3/27/2022 3/30/2022 1/18/2022 Independence High HOSA SLC CTE Trip Career/Technical -H 25 Knoxville Convention Center
Notes/Fees overl00. Appx $385/student. Fundraising and current balance to cover.

31853 2/26/2022 2/28/2022 1/10/2022 Nolensville High School Culinary Competition CTE Trip Career/Technical FCC 5 University of TN
Notes/Fees overl00 - $180 Per Student approximately. Fundraising will raise hopefully all the funds for the trip.

33563 3/30/2022 4/2/2022 2/3/2022 Page High TSA STATE COMPETITION CTE Trip Career/Technical TSA 17 Chattanooga Convention Center

Notes/Fees Overl00. Cost will be $150 per student. CTE to pay. Would need bus to leave Page High by 9:00 am to take the kids to the convention center and hotel. Bus can then come back for routes. Bus will need to pick
students up on Saturday 4/2 by 2:00 pm.
33424 5/14/2022 5/14/2022 2/3/2022 Ravenwood High Choir to Dollywood Fine Arts Chorus/Choir 80 Dollywood Theme Park

Notes/Fees overl00. Cost = $130.00/student. No driver needed. Students performing at Music in the Parks Festival. Time: Depart RHS ~5am (5 hour trip: 4 hours + time change) to be there for park opening at 10am. Leave
Dollywood at 8pm when park closes to return to RHS around 11pm (one hour time change). Planning to charter a bus for the trip.

32290 12/6/2022 12/10/2022 1/10/2022 Ravenwood High RHS Band to Pearl Harbor Band Trip Marching 140 Honolulu
Notes/Fees overl00. $1900 Band will fundraise. Rest will be out of pocket
33530 3/3/2022 3/5/2022 2/3/2022 Summit High DECA State Competition CTE Trip Career/Technical - DE 15 Chattanooga Convention Center

Notes/Fees overl00. Cost for students not to exceed $250 per person, fundraising. Transportation needed (April Jackson at EIC will help coordinate transportation among all DECA Schools).

Tuesday, February 08, 2022 12:55 PM Page 1 of 1
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TeaCher Stafﬁng Teacher Positions
2017-18 2,834

Needs have 2017-18 2018-19 2,926
increased by 9% 44 schools —39,276 2019-20 2,995
since 2017 2021-22 2020-21 3,134

51 schools — 41,980 2021-22 3,133




The number of teachers hired has increased 25% since 2019.
However, WCS has a higher number of open positions in 2021 due to
teacher position growth and higher turnover.

Teacher Hires 2019-2021 (July - December) Teacher Job Openings Fall Semester 2019-2021
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Teacher resignations rose
significantly in May and
October of 2021,
resulting in a 23%
increase in resignations
since 2019.

Here are the top reasons
for leaving in 2021

Move Out of the Area
Another Education Job
Personal

Career Change

250

200

150

100

50

2019

2020
2021

May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
149 34 51 9 7 11 10 28 299

86 30 56 19 8 10 5 17 231

218 4 58 16 8 28 9 26 367

W(CS Teacher Resignations 2019-2021 (May-Dec)

May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

7019 em—2020 2021



Teacher Turnover
2018-2022

(Includes All Separations)

2018-2019: 15%
2019-2020: 13%
2020-2021: 14%
2021-2022: 17%




Teacher applications are down 50% since 2017. This correlates with
the decline in teacher graduates from our top recruiting
universities.
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Applicants for WCS Teaching Jobs has
Decreased 50% Since 2017.
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The majority of teachers who are hired have 0-5 years
of experience.

Teacher Hires by Years of Experience 2019-2021
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The majority of teachers who resign have 0-8 years
of experience.

Number of Teacher Resignations by Years of Experience 2019-2021
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Support Staff Data

FOOD SERVICE, BUS DRIVERS, AND SPECIAL
EDUCATION TEACHER ASSISTANTS




e Bus Driver Turnover

Bus drlver turnover haS e 2018-2019: 18% (250 FTE / 46 Separations)
remained lower, but e 2019-2020: 11% (250 FTE / 27 Separation)

1 . e 2020-2021: 14% (268 FTE /37 S ti
Food Service and Special ‘ / 37 Separations)

Food Service Associate Turnover

Education TA turnover —

has increased e 2018-2019: 38% (127 FTE / 48 Separations)

over 3 years. e 2019-2020: 31% (131 FTE / 40 Separations)
® 2020-2021: 49% (123 FTE / 60 Separations)

s Special Education— TA Turnover

® 2018-2019: 27% (643 FTE / 174 Separations)
® 2019-2020: 30% (717 FTE / 212 Separations)
® 2020-2021: 35% (663 FTE / 234 Separations)




WCS Special Education TA, Food Service, and Bus Driver
Pay Compared with District Competitors (Spring 2022 )

Special Ed TAs Min Max
WCS Spring 21-22 | $16.00 | $19.44
FSSD $13.53 | $19.93
RCS $14.32 | $18.81
MNPS $16.05 | $21.89
WCS Compared to

Competitors

9%

-4%

Food Service Min Max
WCS Spring 21-22 | $12.91 | $15.81
FSSD $11.72 | $19.23
RCS $13.27 | $17.25
MNPS $15.30 | $20.62
WCS Compared to

Competitors

-4%

-17%

Bus Drivers Min Max
W(CS Spring 21-22 $20.23 | $27.80
FSSD $20.08 | $28.70
RCS $13.75 | $17.38
MNPS $16.05 | $22.27
WCS Compared to

Competitors 22% 22%




Special Education TA
applications have
decreased 50% since
2017.

Bus Driver* and
Food Service
applications are low
but have remained
stable.

*Bus Driver data for 2017 and
2018 not available
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e Bus Driver 62 80 66
e F00d Service Assoc. 86 153 104 83 90
e SPED TA 1214 1266 962 756 619
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Recruitment and
Retention

Xe




WCS teachers live in County, but the increasing cost
of housing puts this at risk.

OUR TEACHERS ARE A PART OF OUR

COMMUNITY Regional Average Housing Costs Since 2012
68% OF WCS TEACHERS LIVE IN WILLIAMSON S_EP;:E:O” C;nI:::;:ird_Co:dr;t:frji?:u:t;;g\;amson County $480K Davidson County $367K
COUNTY .
N=3044
ANTIOCH
COLUMBIA 2% FRANKLIN
2% 24% $372K
MURFREESBORO
3%
FAIRVIEW
THOMPS(‘:‘)(I’/\‘I)S $228K
STATION
6%
NOLENSVILLE SPRING HILL -

8% 16% 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

BRENTWOOD
10% NASHVILLE

15%




WCS Insurance Premiums Compared
to Competing Districts

WCS provides:
> S0 cost to employees for Local Plus Deductible Plan
> 833 teachers
° 496 support staff
>4,261 total employees take insurance benefits
o District pays 80% of premium cost for other plans
o Highest monthly premium cost is $482 for Open Access Family
> No insurance option for retirees (post 2009)




WCS Insurance Premiums Compared
to Competing Districts

RCS provides

o District pays 80% of premium
> No SO option

° Insurance option for retirees

MNPS

o District pays 75% of premium
> No SO option

° Insurance option for retirees

FSSD
> S0 cost for employees option for BC/BS or Cigna
o No retiree insurance option




WCS teacher pay is on average 6-8% lower
than competitors.

WCS Spring 21-22

{e

$41,355.00
$42,790.00
3.47%
$46,271.00
11.89%
$42,705.00
3.26%

6.21%

$58,370.50
$60,085.00
2.94%
$64,288.00
10.14%
$63,507.00
8.80%

7.29%

$75,386.00
$77,380.00
2.65%
$82,305.00
9.18%
$84,309.00
11.84%

7.89%
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Teacher Pay Plan Recommendation

This Pay Plan is competitive with RCS for BS and MA pay levels where we are hiring and losing the most teachers (08). Teachers
would receive at least a 2.9% increase.

% Increase (Promotional)

BSNH
$41,355 $45,000
$43,009 $45,450
$43,546 $45,905
$44,091 546,364
$44,642 546,828
$45,199 547,296
$46,103 547,769
$47,026 548,247
$47,966 548,729
$48,926 549,363

10 $49,904 $50,351
11 $50,902 $51,358 2.9%
12 $51,920 $52,385 2.9%
13 $52,959 $53,432 2.9%
14 $54,017 $54,502 2.9%
15 $55,098 $55,591 2.9%
16 556,201 $56,703

9.9%
6.7%
6.5%
6.2%
5.9%
5.7%
4.6%
3.6%
2.9%
2.9%

2.9%

17 $56,201 $57,974 3.2%
18 556,774 $58,110 3.4%
19 $57,358 558,427 2.9%
20 $57,657 $59,029 2.9%
21 $57,958 $61,753

7.1%

BS

$47,966 $48,729

BS10

$47,966 $48,729

$48,926 $49,363 2.9% $48,926 $49,363
$49,904 $50,351 2.9% $49,904 $50,351
$50,903 $51,358 2.9% $50,903 $51,358
$51,920 $52,385 2.9% $51,920 $52,385
$52,960 $53,432 2.9% $52,960 $53,432
$54,017 $54,502 2.9% $54,017 $54,502
$55,098 $55,591 2.9% $55,098 55,591
$56,201 $56,703 2.9% $56,201 $56,703
$57,325 $57,974 3.2% $57,325 $57,974
$58,470 560,764 6.0% 558,470 $60,764
$59,640 $61,978 6.0% 559,640 $61,978
$60,236 $63,218 6.0% S$60,236 $63,218
$62,983 $63,851 6.0% $64,334 564,334

BS20

$47,966 $48,729
2.9% $48,926 $49,363
2.9% $49,904 $50,351
2.9% $50,903 $51,358
2.9% $51,920 $52,385
2.9% $52,960 $53,432
2.9% $54,017 $54,502
2.9% $55,098 $55,591
2.9% $56,201 $56,703
3.2% $57,325 $57,974
6.0% 558,470 $60,764
6.0% 559,640 $61,978
6.0% $60,236 $63,218
6.8% $65,799 $65,799

MA
$45,294 $49,500
$47,106 $49,995
$47,695 $50,495
$48,291 $51,000
$48,895 $51,510
$49,506 $52,025
$50,497 $52,545
$51,505 $53,070
$52,536 $53,601
$53,587 $54,137
$54,658 $55,148
$55,752 $56,250
$56,866 $57,376
2.9% $58,004 $58,523
2.9% $59,164 $59,694
2.9% $60,347 $60,887
2.9% $61,555 $62,104
3.2% $62,785 $63,348
6.0% $64,040 564,613
6.0% $65,322 $65,906
6.0% $65,976 $67,224
9.2% $67,328 $70,661

2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%

10.4%
7.2%
6.9%
6.7%
6.4%
6.1%
5.1%
4.1%
3.0%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.5%
2.5%
2.5%
2.9%
7.1%

MA10

$52,536 $53,601
$53,587 $54,137
$54,658 $55,148
$55,752 $56,250
$56,866 $57,376
$58,004 $58,523
$59,164 $59,694
$60,347 $60,887
$61,555 $62,104
$62,785 563,348
564,040 564,613
$65,322 565,906
$65,976 $67,224
568,846 $70,661

MA20

$52,536 $53,601
$53,587 $54,137
$54,658 $55,148
$55,752 $56,250
$56,866 $57,376
2.9% $58,004 $58,523
2.9% $59,164 559,694
2.9% $60,347 $60,887
2.9% $61,555 $62,104
2.9% $62,785 $63,348
2.9% 564,040 564,613
2.9% $65,322 $65,906
2.9% $65,976 $67,224
7.1% $70,375 $70,661

3.0%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%

MA30
$46,324 $50,000
$48,177 $50,500
$48,779 $51,005
$49,389 $51,515
$50,007 $52,030
$50,632 $52,550
$51,644 $53,076
$52,677 $53,607
$53,730 $54,212
$54,806 $55,295
$55,901 $56,403
$57,019 $57,529
$58,160 $58,679
2.9% $59,323 $59,854
2.9% $60,510 $61,051
2.9% $61,720 $62,273
2.9% $62,955 $63,517
2.9% $64,213 $64,788
2.9% $65,498 566,084
2.9% $66,808 $67,405
2.9% $67,476 $68,754
7.1% $71,971 $74,901

3.0%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%

9.0%
5.9%
5.6%
5.3%
5.1%
4.8%
3.8%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%

$49,028
$50,989
$51,627
$52,271
$52,924
$53,587
$54,658
$55,752
$56,866
$58,004
$59,164
$60,347
$61,555
$62,785
$64,041
$65,322
$66,629
$67,961
$69,321
$70,706
$71,414

11.0% $73,732

EDS/EDD
$53,500
$54,035
$54,575
$55,121
$55,672
$56,229
$56,791
$57,359
$57,933
$58,523
$59,694
$60,887
$62,104
$63,348
$64,613
$65,907
$67,224
$68,569
$69,941
$71,340
$72,766
$76,733

PHD
$50,058 $54,000

10.2% $52,060 554,540 9.0%

7.0%
6.8%
6.5%
6.2%
6.0%
4.9%
3.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
2.9%
7.4%

$52,711 $55,085 5.8%
$53,370 $55,636 5.5%
$54,037 $56,192 5.3%
$54,713 $56,754 5.0%
$55,806 $57,322 4.8%
$56,923 $57,895 3.7%
$58,061 $58,581 2.9%
$59,222 $59,752 2.9%
$60,407 $60,947 2.9%
$61,616 $62,167 2.9%
$62,848 $63,410 2.9%
$64,105 $64,678 2.9%
$65,386 $65,972 2.9%
$66,694 $67,291 2.9%
$68,028 $68,636 2.9%
$69,389 570,010 2.9%
$70,776 571,410 2.9%
$72,193 572,838 2.9%
$72,915 $74,295 2.9%
$75,386 578,454 7.6%




Classified Pay Recommendations Overview

Proposal includes

*Minimum 2% increase to chart

Market adjustments

*Nurses
IT
*Lower wage hourly positions (food service, SACC, teacher assistant)

*All positions will earn a minimum of $14 per hour




WCS Special Education TA, Food Service, and Bus Driver Pay
Compared with District Competitors (Proposed 22-23 Pay)

Special Education

TAs Min Max
WCS Proposed 22-

23 $16.32 | $19.83
FSSD $13.53 | $19.93
RCS $14.32 | $18.81
MNPS $16.05 | $21.89
WCS Compared to

Competitors

12%

-2%

Food Service Min Max
WCS Proposed 22-

23 $14.00 | $17.67
FSSD $11.72 | $19.23
RCS $13.27 | $17.25
MNPS $15.30 | $20.62
WCS Compared to

Competitors

4%

-7%

Bus Drivers Min Max
WCS Proposed 22-

23 $20.63 | $28.36
FSSD $20.08 | $28.70
RCS §13.75 | $17.38
MNPS $16.05 | $22.27
WCS Compared to

Competitors 24% 24%




Challenges

Lack of community support

o Don’t feel like families and communities care about them
o Degrading emails
o Social media

o Stress from constant scrutiny

> Pay is lower than competing school districts

> National image of teachers

Teachers feel they have lost the support of the community and thus their belonging which is
why most people stay in WCS. They don’t feel like they matter to the families like they did in
the past. Once that is lost, pay becomes more central to staying put.







To: Board of Education \\((( .

From: Rachel Farmer, Assistant Superintendent/CFO ~ ~ ng 5
RE: Amendments and Intent to Fund for the 21-22 Budget ~SCroor®

Date: February 21, 2022
The following amendments require your approval only.

Amendments:

Education Capital Projects Fund

02.22. Intracategory Addition
Elementary School South’s construction bid was awarded. The low bid came in higher than projected. There
are additional funds from unencumbered rural funds to help cover the remaining costs of $7,200,000.

General Purpose School Fund

02.22. Athletic Donation
The athletic department has been given a donation of $80,000 from the Tennessee Titans to be used pay for
equipment and coaching supplements for two years for flag football.

The following intent to fund will require both board and commission approval.

Intent to Fund:

Education Capital Projects Fund

03.22.Elementary School East Cox. ITF
To open a new elementary school in August 2023, we are requesting construction funding for
the design, construction, furnishing and equipping this school for amount of $15,000,000.

Staff recommends approval of the above noted amendments and intent to fund.

February worksession.docx
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To: Board of Education :,///§'\‘1”;'/“‘~Q\\
Y g2 ¢
""\,{\ ‘ \\ i
From: Rachel Farmer, Chief Financial Officer © [i[\ H,‘
L
RE: Intra-category transfer — Elementary School South \\CH—/s/

Date: February 21, 2022

The building of an elementary school in the south part of the county was approved in March of
2020. The construction bidding was complete in January and the low bid came in at $30,800,000
which exceeds our overall project budget by $7,200,000. We are requesting to move these funds
out of our Rural Contingency Fund.

From:
177.91300.579920.510.00.R4925 Contingency $4,350,000
177.40000.441100 Interest Earnings $2,850,000
To:
177.91300.570600.610.74.R3202 Bldg Improvement - $7,200,000
Structural
ACTION TAKEN
SCHOOL BOARD Yes No

2.22.Intracategory.Elementary South.docx



Amendment:

AMENDING THE 2021-2022 GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL BUDGET $80,000 FOR
FLAG FOOTBALL FROM DONATION

WHEREAS, Williamson County Schools looks to promote academics, the arts, and athletics; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Titans in promoting athletics would like to sponsor flag football for two
years and these funds will be used to purchase equipment and pay for coaching
supplements related to flag football; and

WHEREAS, there isn’t a requirement for match of local funds;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Williamson County Board of Education meeting
in regular session on February 21, 2022, approve and amend the 2021-2022
General Purpose School Fund budget as follows:

Revenue

141.40000.445700.350.00.10.00. Contributions $80,000
00.P5022

Expenditures

141.71100.511645.350.P5022 Teachers-Supplements $46,630
141.71100.520100.350.P5022 Social Security 2,891
141.71100.520400.350.P5022 Pensions 4,803
141.71100.521200.350.P5002 Medicare 676
141.71100.572200.350.P5002 Equipment 25,000

$80,000 $80,000

School Board Vote Yes No

2.22.Titans Donation.docx



RESOLUTION NO.
Requested by: BOARD OF EDUCATION

RESOLUTION OF THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’
APPROVAL OF AN INTENT TO FUND OF $15,000,000 FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION
OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EAST COX

WHEREAS, the Williamson County Board of Education has completed their five-year capital plan and
the plan has projects for 2021-2022 that have not been funded; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for an elementary school by the fall of 2023 in the northeast section of the
county and to start the building design, some site prep and construction there is a need for
approximately $15,000,000 now with an estimated completion cost of up to $36,000,000;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Williamson County Board of County Commissioners
meeting in regular session on March 14, 2022, approve their intent to fund an amount not to
exceed $15,000,000 for this project and take the appropriate actions as necessary to provide
funding; and

BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County may fund the above noted project in anticipation of
the issuance of tax exempt bonds, with the expectation that the County will reimburse itself for any funding
with the proceeds of the tax-exempt bond issues; and that this resolution shall be placed in the minutes of
the Williamson County Board of County Commissioners and made available for inspection by the general
public at the office thereof; and that this resolution constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treas.
Reg. 81.150-2.

Commissioner Brian Beathard

COMMITTEES REFERRED TO & ACTION TAKEN:

School Board: For __ Against __ Pass Out
Education Committee: For _ Against __ Pass Out
Budget Committee: For __ Against __ Pass Out
Commission Action Taken: For _ Against __ Pass Out
Jeff Whidby, County Clerk Tommy Little, Commission Chairman

Rogers Anderson, County Mayor

Date

3.22 Elementary School Northeast ITF.docx



To: Williamson County Board of Education

From: Rachel Farmer, Assistant Superintendent - Finance /™

Subject: Family Tuition Calculation Info 2022-2023

State funds on out of county students follow the student to the local system;
therefore | am recommending the rate of $7,965 per year based on the following
calculation of local revenue for the General Purpose Operating Budget of 2021-
22, local capital funding and local funding of the General and Rural Debt Service
Funds for school related debt. These amounts are taken from the July 12, 2021
adopted budget.

2022-2023 2021-2020

Total Local Taxes $252,172,951 $223,839,599
Other Local Revenues 1,273,250 956,200
Fund Balance Appropriated 13,162,763 23,010,439
Indirect Costs 250,000 300,000
General Debt Service 18,750,000 20,952,000
Rural Debt Service 32,720,000 33,940,000
Capital Appropriation 10,213,666 9,936,647

Total $328,542,630 $312,934,885

Green indicates an increase over prior yvear, red indicates decrease, black stayed
the same.

The enrollment for the first month of 202102022 school year was 41,250 resulting
in a rate of $7,965.

Historically, the current budget is the basis of the projected rate because next
year’s budget is not far enough along to be able to project an accurate figure now
nor reflects approval. This rate is an increase of $224 over the prior year tuition
of $7,741.

The employee rate will be $3,850 for the first year and will follow SOP 2.523 for

subsequent year amounts. This rate is no change from the prior year tuition
charge for employees.

tuition charge 2022.23 calculation.doc
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1320 West Main Street Suite 202 1l ~
Franklin, TN 37064-3700 i c ~

Phone (615)472-4000 e .

Website: http:// www.wcs.edu

MEMORANDUM
TO: Williamson County Board of Education
FROM: Juli L. Oyer, Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Schools
CC: Jason Golden, Superintendent of Schools

DATE: January 31, 2022

SUBJECT:  Elementary Student Supply Fee

Elementary schools request approval of a $25.00 voluntary student supply fee for instructional materials
and supplies with an additional $5.00 voluntary student supply fee for the purchase of student recorders in
schools where recorders are used as part of music instruction.

The instructional materials and supplies purchased with the fees are to be consumables used directly by
students. These materials and supplies are used as supplemental materials to the district’s provided
curriculum. Each school will have a grade-level listing of the materials and supplies that are being

purchased on file.

The $25.00 instructional materials and supplies fee, as well as the $5.00 recorder fee, are the same fee
requests as in previous years.

The fees are strictly voluntary.

Staff recommend approval.
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MEMORANDUM
Date: February 8, 2022
To: Williamson County Board of Education
From: Leigh Webb, Ed.D.

Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Schools

Cc: Jason A. Golden
Superintendent of Schools

RE: Middle and High School Fees 2022-2023

We are recommending approval of the attached middle and high school fees for the 2022-2023 school
year.

Thank you.



Williamson County Schools
2022-2023 Middle School Fees

Fees may only be charged for the items listed and may not exceed the approved amount. Please check with individual school for their fee
schedule. School Board Approval Date:

VOLUNTARY FEES

Basic fees are requested from all students. The activities listed represent most of the areas for which fees have been charged in the past.
Fees are not collected in every school for each activity.

ACTIVITY FEE

Art

Computer Labs

Copy Expenses

Counseling Department

Drama

Instructional Materials $100.00

Lab Supplies

Music

Physical Education

School Paper

Technology Lab

Workbooks / Periodicals

Annual calculator lease for all math courses offered $25.00 - Optional

REQUIRED FEES

Summer School | $50 per course

PARTICIPATION FEES

Participation fees are collected from students who choose to participate in an optional activity.

ACTIVITY FEE

Band: Music, Method Book(s), entry fees for festivals, transportation, performance uniform,

band shirt/hoodie, awards/celebrations/end-of-year banquet, reeds, valve oil, key oil, bore ail,
mutes, slide grease, cork grease, strings, rosin, tuners, pick ups for tuners, fees for solo and

ensemble festival and Mid-State audition and selection.

$200.00

Art Club

Beta Club

Book Club

Chess Club

Debate Team $75.00

Fencing

Junior Honor Society

Math Team

Media




Williamson County Schools
2022-2023 Middle School Fees

Fees may only be charged for the items listed and may not exceed the approved amount. Please check with individual school for their fee
schedule. School Board Approval Date:

PARTICIPATION FEES

Participation fees are collected from students who choose to participate in an optional activity.

ACTIVITY FEE

Model United Nations
Quiz Bowl
Robotics
Science Olympiad

- $75.00
Spanish
STARS
Student Council
Youth Legislature
Chorus $50.00
Coding Club $100.00
Drama $150.00
Forensics $325.00
PSAT 8/9 Increase $2 $16.00
Science Club $150.00
Athletic fee is per person, per sport: Uniforms, equipment, officials, transportation,
security, entry fees, awards, field maintenance $100.00
Bowling: Uniforms, practice and match lane fees, transportation, awards NEW $200.00
Cheerleading: Uniforms, practice gear, transportation, entry fees awards, summer
camp Increase $30 $250.00
Dance: Uniforms, practice gear, transportation, entry fees awards, summer camp
Increase $30 $250.00
Golf: Uniforms, practice and match green fees, golf balls, transportation, awards
Decrease $50 $250.00




Williamson County Schools
2022-2023 High School Voluntary Fees
Fees may only be charged for the items listed and may not exceed the approved amount. Please check with individual

school/class for their fee schedule.

School Board Approval Date:

DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT Calculus Honors 15.00
Creative Writing 10.00(Pre-Calculus, Honors 20.00
English Regular 20.00|Geometry, Honors 12.00
English Honors 30.00|Mathematics IB 75.00
English AP/IB 50.00]| Statistics 15.00
Journalism 20.00| Statistics AP 75.00
Special Courses 30.00{Annual calculator lease for all math courses offered 25.00
Speech 3.00|SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT Anatomy & Physiology Honors Increase $10 50.00
Art History AP 50.00|Biology I, Honors 25.00
Band 100.00(Biology Il AP 65.00
Choir Increase $20 45.00|Biology 1B 40.00
Commercial Art 60.00|Chemistry I, Honors 30.00
Commercial Music 50.00|Chemistry I, Honors, AP/IB 50.00
Dance 15.00|Ecology 30.00
Film IB 50.00|Environmental Science AP 25.00
Guitar 40.00|Physical Science, Honors 15.00
Media Arts 20.00|Physics Honors, AP/IB 40.00
Music Theory 20.00| Scientific Research 50.00
Orchestra 100.00|Special Courses 30.00
Photography/Visual Arts 70.00|SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
Studio Art AP 135.00|Standard 20.00
Theatre Arts I, 11, Ill, IV & Production Design 20.00|Honors 25.00
Theory AP 20.00|AP/IB 45.00
Visual Art IB Increase $50 100.00[Personal Finance 30.00
Visual Art | 50.00|Special Courses 30.00
Visual Art Il Increase $10 60.00]WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
Visual Art Il & IV 70.00|World Languages - Regular 20.00
MATH DEPARTMENT (TI-83 or TI-84 Required) World Languages - Honors 30.00
Algebra |, Il Advanced & Honors 5.00|AP/IB 60.00
Applied Math 15.00(National Foreign Language Exam 15.00
Bridge Math 5.00|STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Calculus AP 75.00|Transition | & Il 15.00




Williamson County Schools
2022-2023 High School Voluntary Fees

Fees may only be charged for the items listed and may not exceed the approved amount. Please check with individual

school/class for their fee schedule.

School Board Approval Date:

DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE
CAREER & TECHNICAL (Includes Computer/Business)
Accounting I, Il 30.00|Engineering Design | 50.00
Advanced Fashion Design 30.00]|Engineering Design I 50.00
Agricultural Education Courses (per course unless listed) 25.00[Fashion Design 30.00
AP Computer Science Principles 25.00|Foundations of Fashion Design 30.00
Applied Arts Practicuum 60.00|Fundamentals of Construction 25.00
Architecture & Engineering (per course) 25.00|Health Science Courses (per course unless listed) 30.00
Audio Technology Courses 20.00|Honors Biomedical Applications 30.00
Banking & Finance 25.00|Honors Civil Engineering & Architecture (PLTW) 50.00
Business Management 25.00{Honors Coding Practicum (Optional $100 for Certification) 25.00
Coding (per course unless listed) 25.00|Honors Digital Electronics (PLTW) 50.00

Honors Emergency Medical Services (Optional First

Coding Practicum / Autonomous Vehicles 25.00|Responders Certfication $110) 30.00
Collision Repair: Non-Structural (Optional $100 I-Car
Certification & Option $235 I-Car Steel Mig-Welding
Certification) 50.00|Honors Engineering Your World (UT Austin) 25.00
Collision Repair: Painting & Refinishing (Optional $100 I-Car
Certification & Optional $235 I-Car Steel Mig-Welding
Certification) 50.00{Honors Human Body Systems (PLTW) 30.00
Collision Repair: Damage, Analysis, Estimating & Customer
Serv. (Optional $100 I-Car Certification & Optional $235 I-Car
Steel Mig-Welding Certification) 50.00|Honors Introduction ot Engineering (PLTW) 25.00
Computer Applications 30.00|Honors Nursing Education (Optional CAN test/lic $98) 50.00
Computer Technology Courses 15.00|Honors Principles of Biomedical Science (PLTW) Increase $20 50.00
Cosmetology | 25.00|Honors Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 25.00
Cosmetology II, Il & IV 45.00|Honors STEM Research 50.00
Criminal Justice Courses (per course) 10.00|Human Services Practicum Increase $5 30.00
Culinary Arts | 50.00]Introduction to Collision Repair 50.00
Culinary Arts Il 100.00[{Marketing Courses (per course) 25.00
Culinary Arts llI 70.00|Mechatronics | & Il (per course) 25.00
Cybersecurity Increase $10 35.00|Medical Interventions 50.00
Digital Arts & Design | 35.00|Nutrition Across the Lifespan Increase $5 30.00
Digital Arts & Design Il 60.00|Nutrition Science & Diet Therapy Increase $5 30.00
Digital Arts & Design IlI 60.00|Physical Education Courses 20.00
Digital Electronics 50.00(Principles of Engineering & Technology 50.00
Early Childhood Education (per course) 30.00]Principles of Manufacturing 50.00
Emergency Preparedness 30.00|Residential Interior Design 30.00




Williamson County Schools
2022-2023 High School Voluntary Fees
Fees may only be charged for the items listed and may not exceed the approved amount. Please check with individual
School Board Approval Date:

school/class for their fee schedule.

DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE
Robotics & Automated Systems 50.00{Teen Parent Support Program Fee (CTE Childcare) 540.00
STEM-Technology Design-Engineering by Design (per
course) 20.00|TV & Film (per course) 35.00
Structural Systems (per course) 25.00|Unmanned Aerial Systems (per course) 75.00
Teaching as a Profession (per course) 30.00{Web Development 30.00
Williamson County Schools
2022-2023 Required Fees For Participation
School Board Approval Date:
DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE DEPARTMENT & COURSE FEE
ACT Prep Class Books 25.00/Summer Online Course (per Semester Credit) 300.00
AP Research* 150.00(Student Council 20.00
AP Seminar* 150.00|Student Led Clubs 25.00
AP Test (each)* 100.00|Thespians 200.00
Credit Recovery / Summer School $50/.5 Credit|Winter Drum Line 200.00
Content Recovery for Algebra | 25.00|{Winter Guard 200.00
IB Test (each) 104.00|Youth in Government / Youth Legislature Increase $75 450.00
Athletic fee is per person per sport and CTE e-Sports:
Uniforms, equipment, officials, transportation, security, entry
IB Test Registration 151.00|fees, event fees, awards, field maintenance 100.00
Bowling: Uniforms, practice and match lane fees,
PSAT (each) Increase $1.00 20.00[transportation, awards NEW 250.00
Cheerleading: Uniforms, practice gear, transportation, entry
Chorus 125.00(fees, awards, summer camp Increase $50 250.00
Dance: Uniforms, practice gear, transportation, entry fees,
Counseling Department 2.00|awards, summer camp Increase $50 250.00
Golf: Uniforms, practice and match green fees, golf balls,
Driver's Education 300.00(transportation, awards 300.00
Marching Band: Uniforms, equipment, transportation,
Forensics 300.00|supplies, materials, festivals, music, awards, summer camp 300.00
Graduation 100.00{CAREER & TECHNICAL STUDENT ORGANIZATION
JROTC 20.00|DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) 30.00
Mock Trial 50.00|FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) 9.00
Model United Nations Increase $50 400.00|FCCLA (Family, Career & Community Leaders of America) 35.00
Orchestra 125.00|FFA (Future Farmers of America) 12.00
Parking 15.00|HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) 40.00
Play Production (Covers major productions not to exceed
$200.00 for the school year) 100.00|Skills USA 25.00
Student Assignment Books 6.00| TSA (Technology Student Association) 35.00

*May charge up to the amount of the AP College Board fee

Schools may collect student exam, audition, competition, and membership fees for payments to outside organizations for individual

student participation. The collected fee amount will not exceed the individual student participation amount plus applicable processing fees.
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MEMORANDUM

Williamson County Board of Education
Juli L. Oyer, Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Schools
Jason Golden, Superintendent of Schools

January 31, 2022

We have nine schools that are projected to offer ENCORE! this summer. As granted in the past, we
request the tuition be waived for ENCORE! instructors' children to attend. All ENCORE!
Instructors/presenters will be paid $25 per hour rate per WCS guidelines and ENCORE! SOP 6.127p

The following schools will be hosting ENCORE! during the summer of 2022.

School Dates Fees
Allendale July 11-15 $175
Clovercroft July 5-8 $125

July 11-15 $160
Heritage July 11-15 $165
Hunters Bend July 11-15 $175
Jordan July 11-15 $175
Kenrose July 18-22 $175
Oak View July 11-15 $155
Scales July 11-15 $175
Sunset July 18-22 $175

Staff recommend approval.
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Williamson County Board of Education

Monitoring: Descriptor Term: Descri;ito;OC;de: ISSI:)eéi/Iié;tfiQ

Review: Annually, School Attendance Areas, Zoning '

in Al t . .

AU and Nonresident Students Resinds: e
General

All out-of-zone requests must be submitted for approval by May15% April 15,

Except as provided in this policy, no out-of-district student will be eligible to attend Williamson
County Schools.! The Williamson County Board of Education will provide transportation to all
students attending the assigned school within an attendance transportation zone. Transportation to any
school outside the attendance transportation zone will be the responsibility of the parent or guardian.
Transportation exceptions may be made for groups of students as needed for the best interests of the
district when approved in advance by the Board.

Out-of-zone approvals are granted to continue through the highest grade level of the school unless
rescinded by the principal for failure to follow school procedures. A sibling of a student currently
enrolled in an out-of-zone school and who will be enrolled in that school the upcoming school year
may enroll in that same school, even if the school zone has closed. A sibling request must be submitted

for approval by May15% April 15",

ESTABLISHING TRANSPORTATION ZONES

Prior to any vote concerning transportation zone changes, the Board shall establish parameters as
direction for WCS staff rezoning proposals.

OUT OF ZONE PROCESS

General: Students residing in Williamson County, including Franklin Special School District, may be
approved to attend a school outside their attendance transportation zone provided that school is an
open zoned school, the zoned school principal has signed and acknowledged notice of the request, and
the student has been recommended by the out-of-zone principal and the Superintendent. Other
approvals for out-of-zone requests may be made and approved under other guidelines within this
policy. The reason for the request shall be stated on the application.

Curricular: A student may apply for an out of zone school placement for specific curricular needs, or
a particular course of study. A course of study is defined as the International Baccalaureate (I1.B.)
program or a series of courses in the career/technical area. Failure to register for the approved course
of study or approved curriculum will cause the student to be returned to the zoned school immediately.
Further, the student shall continue to enroll in the approved course of study or curriculum needs until
requirements are met to graduate. With the exception of the I.B. program, students requesting to attend
an out of zone school shall be denied if the school’s base building capacity is exceeded or will be
exceeded in the coming school year, and/or if oversized classes in the approved course of study or
approved curriculum will result.

Version Date: September 12, 2019
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School Attendance Areas, ZoningIi and Nonresident Students 1.703

OPEN ZONED SCHOOLS

Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, each year the Board will approve which schools will be
available for open zoning. That decision will be based on current and future available space for
students, principal recommendation, and any other appropriate consideration needed at that time.

All other schools are closed for enrollment to any student not residing in that specific school
transportation zone or not approved under the guidelines specified in this policy. A student approved
through this process may continue in the next level of the feeder pattern unless attendance would result
in overcrowding of the school and/or oversized classrooms or unless denied by the Principal for failure
to follow school procedures.

MOVING TO ZONE

A student residing in Williamson County may enroll in another Williamson County School District
school if the parents provide to the principal to enrollment a copy of a bona fide non-contingent contract
and other supporting documentation of their intent to move into that transportation school zone within
the current school year. An approved out-of-zone application must be filed with the out-of-zone school
(no signature required from the zoned school principal of the temporary residence).

A non-resident student may enroll in Williamson County school if the parents provide to the principal
prior to enrollment a notarized statement of intent to reside in the Williamson County School District
during the forthcoming semester, with supporting documentation submitted to validate intent to reside.
Approval may be granted on a semester basis only. A family tuition rate applicable to families who
have shown this documentation shall be established by the School Board. This rate shall be established
by the school board each year and shall be based on the previous year’s financial expenditures.

EXCEPTIONS WCS AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY EMPLOYEES (RESIDENT)

Williamson County Board of Education or Williamson County employees who are residents of
Williamson County and who work full-time in a work assignment located in a WCS school, office, or
facility are eligible to have children in their legal and physical custody and step-children who live in
their home to attend out-of-zone any school within the high school feeder zone in which the
employee’s work assignment is located. If there is more than one feeder school, the out-of-zone
approval is at the discretion of the principals of the feeder schools involved.

WCS AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY EMPLOYEES (NON-RESIDENT)

Williamson County Board of Education or Williamson County employees who reside outside
Williamson County but who work full-time in a work assignment located in a WCS school, office, or
facility are eligible, at the Board established tuition rate, to have children in their legal and physical
custody and step-children who live in their home to attend any school within the high school feeder
zone in which the employee’s work assignment is located. If there is more than one feeder school, the
out-of-zone approval is at the discretion of the principals of the feeder schools involved.

If employment is terminated and the employee is not a resident of Williamson County, the child may
complete the school year in the Williamson County School.

Page 2 of 5
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School Attendance Areas, ZoningIi and Nonresident Students 1.703

A high school student classified as a second semester junior or as a senior may complete the senior
year, totally or in part, with the payment of tuition required on a semester basis.

High school age children of Franklin Special School District professional staff who reside outside the
county will be eligible to attend Centennial High School. The established family tuition rate shall be
charged.

GRANDFATHER PROVISION:

1. REZONING FOR EXISTING and OPENING NEW SCHOOLS

Students re-zoned due to the opening of a new school or the rezoning of an existing school may request
and be grandfathered to continue in former zoned school as follows:

Elementary School: rising 5th grade students
Middle School: rising 8th grade students
High School: rising 11th and 12th grade students

Requests should be submitted by May15th April 15" of the preceding year. Parents are responsible for
transportation to the out-of-zone school.

2. RELOCATION WITHIN WILLIAMSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

Rising 5th grade, 8th grade, 11th grade and 12th grade students currently attending a school and who
move out of their transportation zone and maintain residence within Williamson County may request
out-of-zone approval through the out-of-zone principal to continue attendance in that school as long as
they have lived in that zone for at least twelve consecutive months, and they provide their
transportation. Only the out of zone principal’s approval signature is required. Requests should be
submitted by May15% 4pril 15”. Students who relocate within Williamson County during a school year
but have not lived in the said transportation zone for more than twelve consecutive months may
complete only that school year at the original school.

SIBLINGS

When a student is attending an out-of-zone school, that student and his siblings may attend through the
highest grade level of that school, provided that each newly enrolling sibling must submit an out of
zone request for approval by May35% April 15th. Any such attendance may be denied or rescinded by
the principal for failure to follow school procedures. A sibling may only apply to attend an out-of-zone
school if there is a sibling currently attending that school who will be enrolled in that school the
upcoming school year.

TRANSFERS

No transfers from one county school to another will be permitted during the school year unless
approved through the Renaissance High School application process.

Page 3 of 5
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School Attendance Areas, ZoningIi and Nonresident Students 1.703

RETURN TO ZONED SCHOOL

Requests for students to return to their transportation zoned school will be reviewed by a staff
committee appointed by the Superintendent for determination to be made at the semester end. Any
student as determined by the principal as violating school rules may be returned to the zoned school at
the end of any semester.

PRIMARY RESIDENCE OUTSIDE COUNTY BUT SUBJECT TO WILLIAMSON COUNTY
PROPERTY TAX

Children of custodial parents who are registered to vote in Williamson County pursuant to the out-of-
county voting provisions of T.C.A. § 2-2-122(d) may attend Williamson County Schools with no
payment of tuition. Said children shall be zoned to the school whose zone includes the Williamson
County property nearest that parent’s residence.

APPEALS

Any appeal for exception to this policy or determination of the proper application of the policy shall be
reviewed by a special committee, including at least one Board member, appointed by the
Superintendent. The committee shall consider appeals based on a student’s specific curricular and/or
documented needs. Principals shall review all specific curricular exceptions annually; when the
conditions upon which the exception was granted are not adhered to, the out-of-zone approval shall be
revoked. The decision of the special committee regarding appeals is final.

RENAISSANCE HIGH SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

Renaissance High School applications may be made from time to time during the school year, and
admission shall be based on criteria established by the Renaissance High School Principal.

REPORT TO THE BOARD

A report shall be made to the Board annually of all students attending schools outside their
transportation areas.

TUITION

Tuition will be paid in full by approved out-of-county students on a semester basis prior to enrollment
in any semester (e.g. 50% of the annual tuition rate). Tuition will be refunded in full for the semester
when the student establishes documented permanent residence within Williamson County at any time
during the semester. No refund will be made if residence has not been established by the end of the
semester.

Any student (K-12) who moves out of Williamson County during the school year may complete that
school year in the Williamson County School System. No tuition will be charged for a current semester
in progress; however, tuition must be paid for any new semester enrolled (e.g. student moves October

3 or November 10, no tuition would be paid for first semester; tuition would be paid for the second
semester).

Page 4 of 5



School Attendance Areas, ZoningIi and Nonresident Students 1.703

Any high school student classified as a second semester junior or as a senior who moves out of the
county may complete the senior year, totally or in part, with the payment of tuition required on a
semester basis.

Legal References

1. TCA 49-6-403(c)

Page 5 of 5
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Williamson County Board of Education

Monitoring: Descriptor Term: Descriptor Code: Issued Date:
. o 3.210 02/18/19
Review: Annually, Naming Facilities
in October Rescinds: Issued:
3.210 09/16/02

The process for selecting a name for a new school and for renaming a school shall be as follows:

1.

The Superintendent shall appoint a naming committee composed of Board members, county
commissioners, and WCS staff members.

Schools shall not be named after, commercial developments, or residential developments.
Schools may be named for the area or community in which the school is located even if the
area or community is named after a family.

If a school is named for an individual, then a school will be named according to the following
naming criteria:

a. The individual played a critical role or contributed to society in ways that supported the
success and well-being of the individuals who lived in Williamson County, Tennessee,
the State of Tennessee or the United States, now and in the future.

b. The individual’s principal legacy (i.e. the key activity, advocacy or accomplishment for
which the individual is most known) aligns with or reflects the WCS mission, vision,
core values and beliefs.

c. The individual has been deceased for ten (10) or more years.

d. No building may bear the name of an individual convicted of a felony.

Community input shall be solicited through a variety of appropriate methods.

The naming committee shall review and consider all proposed names submitted by the
community.

The naming committee shall submit a one-page summary, which includes a list of #o-more
than-two or three names and the justifications of the recommendation for each of the three
names to the Superintendent, who will present the summary to the Board for consideration.
The naming committee may rank the names presented to the Board if a clear consensus
exists. The Superintendent shall provide the Board with the summary prior to the work
session in which the Board will be discussing the three names presented by the naming
committee.

The Board shall make the final selection of the name.

Version Date: February 8, 2022
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Williamson County Board of Education

Monitoring: Descriptor Term: Descriptor Code: Issued Date:
. . 6.306
Review: Annually, Interference/Disruption of School
in March A ¢ tiViti es Rescinds: Issued:
General

A student shall not engage in conduct which causes the disruption or interference with the operation of
the school while on school property, in school vehicles or buses, or at school-sponsored events,
whether on or off campus. The student shall not urge other students to engage in such conduct.

Employees are authorized to take reasonable measures to establish appropriate school behavior and
have the authority to control the conduct of any student while under the supervision of the school
district.!

A student may receive disciplinary action ranging from verbal reprimand to suspension and/or expulsion
depending on the severity of the offense and the student’s prior record.?

REMOVAL OF STUDENT?

If a student repeatedly or substantially interferes with the learning environment, the teacher may
submit a written request along with the required documentation to the principal/designee to remove the
student from the teacher’s classroom. The student will be given notice of the rationale for the request
as well as the opportunity to offer an explanation.

The principal/designee will investigate the request and make a decision regarding the student’s
placement. The principal will notify the teacher as to his/her decision.

If a teacher abuses or overuses the student removal process, the principal/designee shall address the
abuse or overuse with the teacher and may require the teacher to complete additional professional
development to improve the teacher’s classroom management skills.

Appeal Process

If the teacher’s request for removal is denied, he/she may file an appeal with the Superintendent of
Schools/designee. He/she will review the teacher’s request for removal as well as the decision of the
principal/designee and make a determination as to the student’s placement.

Legal References Cross References
1. TCA 49-6-4102 Student Expulsion/Suspension 6.316
2. TCA 49-6-3401 Safe Relocation of Students 6.4081

3. Public Acts of 2021, Chapter No. 77

Version Date: February 8, 2022



u b WN -

N o

10

11
12
13
14
15
16

Williamson County Board of Education

Monitoring: Descriptor Term:

Descriptor Code: Issued Date:
. . . . 6.500
Review: Amually, | Students Receiving Special Education
Rescinds: Issued:

in April

Services

Students receiving special education services between the ages of three (3) and twenty-one (21),
inclusive, shall receive the benefit of a free appropriate public education. These students shall be
educated with the general student population to the maximum extent appropriate and should be placed
in separate or special classes only when the severity of the disability is such that education in regular
classes, even with the use of supplementary aids and services, cannot be accomplished satisfactorily.!

Eligibility standards and options of service for special education services shall be based upon the

criteria specified in state regulations.?

Students receiving special education services shall not be restrained except as permitted by state law
and regulations.>* The Superintendent of Schools shall develop administrative procedures to govern

the following:

1. Personnel authorized to use isolation and restraint;

2. Training requirements for personnel working with students receiving special education

services; and

3. Incident reporting procedures.*

Legal References

TCA 49-10-103(c)
TRR/MS 0520-01-09-.01
TCA 49-10-1301 et seq.
TRR/MS 0520-01-09-.23

Bl S

Cross References

Special Education 4.202
Compulsory Attendance Ages 6.201
Safe Relocation of Students 6.4081

Version Date: February 8, 2022
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Williamson County School Board
FROM: Leigh Webb, Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Schools
DATE: February 8, 2022
RE: Calendar Update 21-22

This academic year ends on Wednesday, May 25" for students. Staff recommends extending the
graduation window for this calendar year to Thursday, May 26" to accommodate school venue planning.
This change would place the graduation window from Thursday, May 26" to Sunday, May 29". Many
high schools are choosing to continue graduation ceremonies in their football stadiums. Extending the
window to Thursday not only places some graduations on the last working day for teaching staff, but it
also allows for shared outdoor graduation resources. The Thursday to Sunday graduation window is
already in place within the 22-23 school calendar.

Staff recommends approval.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 4, 2022
TO: Williamson County Board of Education
Jason Golden, Superintendent
FROM: Dana M. Ausbrooks, General Counsel
RE: Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials

Williamson County Schools received 40 complaints from 37 different individuals
concerning the Wit and Wisdom curriculum, which includes a total of 115 core texts for
kindergarten through fifth grade. The complainants requested reconsideration of 31
specifically identified texts out of the 115 cores texts. Multiple complainants also
submitted a document which was directly related to the teacher’s editions used in the
state of Florida and not used in the state of Tennessee.

Pursuant to Board Policy 4.403, Superintendent Jason Golden convened an ad hoc
materials review committee to address the requests. As required by Board policy, each
committee member read every book submitted that contained as a text of concern.
Additionally, the committee held two sessions where all complainants were invited to
attend and speak to the committee regarding their concerns. The first session was held on
September 17 to hear concerns that arose from quarters one and two. The second session
was held on October 5 to hear concerns that arose from quarters three and four. In the
first session, 14 people attended and spoke to the committee, and in the second session,
there were 11 people who attended and spoke to the committee.

Per Board Policy 4.4.03, in addition to hearing from parents and community members,
the committee also consulted a variety of resources. This included recognized evaluative
reviews of the materials—Wit and Wisdom in its entirety as well as the texts of concern in
isolation. They engaged in multiple conversations with resources available to them
including affected school employees as well as multiple classroom teachers who have
implemented Wit and Wisdom during the year and half since its adoption. These teachers
shared their experiences as well as those of students in their classroom. The committee
also met with other instructional personnel including curriculum specialists in both ELA
and history/social studies. Additionally, they consulted with counseling specialists who



were able to offer perspectives related to mental health specifically in the school setting.
In addition to reading the disputed texts and teacher’s edition materials, the committee
met for approximately 60 hours in face-to-face or Zoom meetings to complete the review
process. Additional time was necessary to compile the findings into the Conclusion
Report.

The committee ultimately concluded: that one book, Walk Two Moons, should be
removed from the curriculum; 6 books: Feelings, Hatchet, Love that Dog, Sea Horse: The
Shyest Fish in the Sea book and video, Separate is Never Equal, and The River Between
Us, should have required adjustments that all classroom teachers, without exception, are
expected to follow and implement in their classrooms. The findings of the review
committee have been provided to you separately.

One of the complainants has submitted a written appeal to the Board, specifically
requesting “an appeal of all books (and curriculum) put forth to the committee that were
not 100% removed.” The other recommendations made by the committee are not
referenced in the appeal, and thus the committee’s decision shall stand.

With respect to the issues on appeal (“all books (and curriculum) that were not 100%
removed), The Board may (1) uphold the decision of the review committee based upon
the record; or (2) overturn the decision of the review committee based upon the record.
Procedurally, the decision must be made by majority vote following an appropriately
raised motion and second.
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Structure and Process of the Committee

The reconsideration committee was established by Superintendent Jason Golden in the summer of
2021. At that point, each committee member read each book submitted as a text of concern through
the reconsideration process. Each individual committee member read the text through the lens
established in the Board Policy—specifically if the text supports the curriculum, if the text has strength
and value, and if the text has objectionable content.

Additionally, the committee had two sessions where all complainants were invited to share their
concerns with the committee members. The first meeting was held on September 17 to discuss
concerns from quarter one and quarter two. The second session was held on October 5 to discuss
concerns from quarter three and quarter four. In the first session, 14 people came and spoke to the
committee. In the second session, there were 11 speakers. (See page 8 for additional details).

Per policy 4.4.03, in addition to hearing from parents and community members, the committee
consulted with a variety of resources. This included recognized evaluative reviews of the materials—Wit
and Wisdom in its entirety as well as the texts of concern in isolation. Additionally, they engaged in
multiple conversations with resources available to them including affected school employees. This
included multiple classroom teachers who have implemented Wit and Wisdom during the year and half
since its adoption. These teachers shared their experiences as well as those of students in their
classroom. The committee met with instructional resources including curriculum specialists in both ELA
and history/social studies. Additionally, they consulted with counseling specialists who were able to
offer perspectives related to mental health specifically in the school setting.

The committee met for approximately 60 hours in face-to-face or Zoom meetings to complete the
work. This time does not include the individual reading of the 31 texts and additional Teacher Edition
materials submitted as items of concern nor does it include the compilation of all the findings into the
Conclusion Report.

The primary complaints received from the complainants were rooted in the curriculum not being a
TDOE approved curriculum and specific texts and teacher manuals presented as concerning. (See page 4
for adoption/approval process).



The committee determined the appropriate approval process was followed by Williamson County Schools
and with TDOE based on the timeline below.

Adoption Process for Wit and Wisdom

October 2019

Principals submit a nomination of 1 teacher eligible to serve on the textbook committee
for the current cycle. Eligible members of the committee must meet the following
criteria:

e Completed a minimum of 3 years teaching in public school

e Currently teaches the course/content

e Holds a valid TN teaching license

Parents are nominated by individual school principals to participate in the committee.

November Committee names are submitted to WCS Board of Education for final vote and approval

2019 of this committee.

Tennessee Textbook Commission publishes the final textbook adoption list to the state
board of education for final vote.

W(CS requests samples of texts from Tennessee Book Company.

Five elementary, five middle and five high schools will be selected to house a set of
adoption materials which will be available to committee members and teachers across
the district for their review.

December Meeting for all WCS textbook committee members to explain adoption timeline,

2019 process, and responsibilities. Committee members sign oath provided by TDOE
(Tennessee Department of Education).

Each school that will be housing a set of review materials must submit a plan to the
Curriculum Director including provisions for housing the collection of materials and a
schedule for review by WCS employees and adoption committee.

W(CS announces public review dates that include daytime and evening hours.

The instructional technology department begins reviews of all electronic materials to
ensure compliance with all federal, state, and local requirements.

January 2020 | District-wide professional development day is dedicated to review of materials by
teachers (ELA textbook adoption 2020 was the first time this has happened — not part of
the usual adoption cycle)

February 2020 Teachers cast their votes to recommend their preference of instructional materials to
the textbook committee members.

Textbook adoption committee meets, considers teacher recommendations, and casts
their final recommendation to the WCS School Board.

March 2020 | Based upon the voting results, Assistant Superintendent of TLA prepares a
recommendation for a textbook adoption list for the WCS School Board and the
Superintendent.

April 2020 W(CS School Board votes on the proposed textbook adoption list.

May 2020 WCS official adoption list will be submitted to the TDOE following the WCS School Board
approval.

Textbook orders are placed through Tennessee Book Company.

May-June Professional development for teachers and instructional coaches on the use and

2020 implementation of most newly purchased materials.

Ongoing Professional development continues for teachers, literacy coaches, curriculum specialists

and administrators. Additionally, administrative changes and modifications to instruction
and the teacher editions have occurred from the Teaching, Learning, and Assessment
office. Continual feedback from teachers and parents assists in making changes to the
curriculum and instruction in the classrooms.




Prior to engaging in the text review with each individual book, the committee worked to develop their
understanding of the Wit and Wisdom curriculum. It is important to note the committee grounded their
work in the understanding of how reading is taught in a research-based manner in Williamson County
Schools. Details the committee found important are summarized below.

Five Key Components to an Effective Reading Instruction Program

Phonemic Awareness | Phonological awareness is the ability to recognize and manipulate the
spoken parts of words. The levels of phonological awareness are, from
simplest to most complex: syllables, onset—rime, and phonemes. Phonemic
awareness is the ability to identify and manipulate individual sounds
(phonemes) in spoken words.

Phonics Phonics instruction teaches the relationships between the letters of written
language and the sounds of spoken language. Children's reading
development is dependent on their understanding of the alphabetic
principle — the idea that letters and letter patterns represent the sounds of
spoken language. "Decoding" is the act of sounding out words using phonics.

Fluency Fluency is the ability to read a text accurately, quickly, and with expression.
Reading fluency is important because it provides a bridge between word
recognition and comprehension.

Vocabulary Vocabulary plays a fundamental role in the reading process and is critical to
reading comprehension. Children learn the meanings of most words
indirectly, through everyday experiences with oral and written language.
Other words are learned through carefully designed instruction.
Comprehension Comprehension is the understanding and interpretation of what is read. To
be able to accurately understand written material, children need to be able
to (1) decode what they read; (2) make connections between what they read
and what they already know; and (3) think deeply about what they have
read.

Definitions provided by Reading Rockets

Additionally, there is a vast amount of research indicating that implementing a reading program with
fidelity results in better outcomes for students. Fidelity refers to the degree to which something, in this
case Wit and Wisdom, is delivered as it was intended. Three academic research pieces that support this
are below:

e Fidelity of implementation: Selecting and implementing evidence-based practices and
programs. The IRIS Center. (2010)

e When programs implemented with fidelity are compared to programs not implemented with
fidelity, the difference in effectiveness is profound. Those implemented with fidelity yield average
effect sizes that are two to three times higher. (Durlak & DuPre, 2008)

e lack of implementation fidelity might result in a practice or program being less effective, less
efficient, or producing less predictable responses. (Wilder, Atwell, & Wine, 2006; Noell, Gresham,
& Gansle, 2002)




Reading Program Summary

It is often said that in grades K-2, students are learning to read and in grades 3-5, students are reading
to learn. Foundational reading occurs in the core curriculum in the early grades (K-2) and can carry over
into intervention blocks in grades 3-5 based on student need. Wit and Wisdom addresses three of the
five key components in grades K-5: Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension. Fluency along with the
other two components (Phonemic Awareness and Phonics) are addressed in WCS during the
Foundational Skills block of instruction in grades K-2 utilizing the state approved and sponsored TN
Foundational Skills program.

Simply put, students who are learning through Wit and Wisdom in grades 3-5 are challenged to
develop reading, writing, speaking, listening, vocabulary, and language skills in the context of module
content.

Diversity in text is essential to both reading and listening comprehension at all levels. Wit and Wisdom
helps students build content knowledge utilizing rich and complex texts which include photos, poetry,
literary, and informative pieces of work. This enables students to construct layers of knowledge and
make connections to the world around them while building literacy skills. “Text”, as defined in a robust
literacy program, includes but is not limited to photographs, poetry, informational text, narratives,
artwork, and dramatic writings.

Simply put, the TDOE ELA standards required to be taught in all elementary classrooms during the ELA
block of time require more than “just” teaching reading. The exposure to all aspects of the English
language (such as reading, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, literature, and composition) aim to develop
the student's comprehension and capacity for use of written and oral language. This exposure is an
essential part of an appropriate and rigorous ELA curriculum.



The committee established and followed the timeline below.

Reconsideration Committee Timeline

Dates below are subject to change as warranted.

Date Meeting Purpose
July 13,2021 First Committee meeting
July 26, 2021 Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 discussion begins

August 12, 2021

e Discussion with needed resources
e Discussion with TLA regarding any suggestion for modification or
removal

August 25, 2021

Quarter 3 discussion begins

September 9, 2021

Quarter 3 work continues

September 14, 2021

e Discussion with needed resources
e Discussion with TLA regarding any suggestion for modification or
removal

September 17, 2021

Hearing for Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 concerns

September 23,2021

Quarter 3 work continues

September 30, 2021

e Discussion with needed resources
e Discussion with TLA regarding any suggestion for modification or
removal

October 5, 2021

Hearing for Quarter 3 and Quarter 4 concerns

October 7, 2021

Quarter 3 work continues

October 20, 2021

Completion of all questions regarding year one implementation

October 26, 2021

Quarter 3 continues

November 4, 2021

Quarter 4 work begins

November 10, 2021

Quarter 4 work continues

January 13, 2022

Committee Meeting

January 19, 2022

Committee Meeting




Complainants

As of January 20, 2022, there are 17,653 students enrolled in kindergarten through fifth grade.

Grade Total enrolled

K 2712

1 2847

2 2910

3 3016

4 3061

5 3107
Total 17653

The committee received forty complaints. These complaints came from 37 people. One complainant
sent reconsideration documentation to four schools (Heritage, Longview, Allendale, and Chapman’s
Retreat) as indicated with an asterisk below. Fourteen are community members without children in
W(CS. Nine have children in WCS but they are not enrolled in elementary school. Fourteen have one or
more children enrolled in elementary school.

Number of Reconsideration Submissions

Allendale 1*
Bethesda 0
Chapman’s Retreat 1*

Clovercroft 1

College Grove

Creekside
Crockett

Discovery Virtual K-8
Edmondson

Fairview

WIN =S [N

Grassland

Heritage
Hillsboro K-8
Hunters Bend

[Oa]
*

Jordan

Kenrose

Lipscomb

Longview
Mill Creek
Nolensville
Oak View
Pearre Creek

Scales

Sunset

Thompson Station

Trinity

\Walnut Grove

\Westwood
\Winstead
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Key for Committee Recommendations

This section includes the committee recommendations by grade level and then by text. It
includes the final recommendation for each text.

u Recommended to be used
e R Recommended to be removed from use
A Recommended to be used with instructional adjustments

GRADE LEVEL TEXT TITLE
Kindergarten | Q1 Rap a Tap Tap U
Q4 | Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears: A West U
African Tale
First Grade Q2 Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea (text and video) A
Q2 What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? u
Q3 Brave Irene u
Q3 Feelings A
Q4 | The Rough-Face Girl U
Second Grade | Q2 | The Buffalo Are Back u
Q2 Journey of a Pioneer U
Q2 Plains Indians u
Q2 The Story of Johnny Appleseed U
Q2 Johnny Appleseed U
Q3 Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s | A
Fight for Desegregation
Qs The Story of Ruby Bridges U
Q3 Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story U
Q3 Martin Luther King, Jr., and the March on Washington U
Q3 When Peace Met Power U
Third Grade Ql | Amos & Boris u
Ql Shark Attack! u
Q2 Starry Messenger U
Q3 Coming to America U
Fourth Grade | Q1 Love that Dog A
Q2 Hatchet A
Q3 George v. George: The American Revolution as Seen U
from Both Sides
Q4 | Walk Two Moons R
Q4 Understanding Greek Myths U
Q4 Pushing Up the Sky: Native American Plays for Children U
Q4 Gifts from the Gods: Ancient Words & Wisdom from u
Greek & Roman Mythology
Fifth Grade Q1 | Thunder Rolling in the Mountains U
Q3 | The River Between Us A
Q4 | We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball U




Conclusion Overview

Wit and Wisdom has a total of 115 core texts in kindergarten through fifth grade. The
committee was asked to review 31 of these.

The outcome is below.

Text is The text is The text is
recommended to be | recommended to be | recommended to use
used removed from use with the
instructional
adjustments
23 1 7

In addition to the final outcomes above, there is additional feedback from the committee
related to multiple texts. Those are divided into two specific types of feedback for WCS
Teaching, Learning, and Assessment department who will in turn ensure literacy coaches and
teachers follow the recommendation of this committee.

The two specific types of feedback are:

Considerations: These are items the classroom teacher (and/or additional building-level staff)
should consider when planning the module that uses the text being referenced.

Required adjustments: These are items that all classroom teachers are expected to follow and
implement in their classrooms. These are to be implemented without exception.

Considerations Required Adjustments
Feelings Feelings
George v. George: The American Revolution Hatchet
as Seen from Both Sides
Hatchet Love that Dog
Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea--BOOK | Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea--BOOK
and Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea-- and Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea--
VIDEO VIDEO
Shark Attack Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and
Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation
Starry Messenger The River Between Us
What Do You Do With a Tail Like This? Walk Two Moons
Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears: A West
African Tale
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It is important to note that several administrative changes have occurred throughout the first
year and a half of implementation of Wit and Wisdom. As is common with all textbook and
curriculum adoptions, the WCS Teaching, Learning, and Assessment department makes changes
to the curriculum and instruction that occurs in the classroom. These changes are based on
continuous feedback from literacy coaches, classroom teachers, administrators, and curriculum
specialists.

In conjunction with all administrative changes that have occurred through the natural process
of ELA implementation, classroom teachers, literacy coaches and administrators have
continued conversations with parents regarding the direct instruction occurring in the
classroom. There has been consistent responsiveness to community and parent feedback at the
building and district level in the last year and a half. The reconsideration committee would like
to emphasize the importance of continued conversation between parents and the classroom
teacher about specific individual needs of children.

Last, please note that all recommendations and considerations in this report are made in
conjunction with the administrative changes already made by WCS Teaching, Learning and
Assessment department. The administrative changes that have occurred are expected to be
implemented fully in all ELA classrooms as well as those listed in this report.
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Student Text Review

Student Text Overview

Wit and Wisdom has a total of 115 core texts in kindergarten through fifth grade. The
committee was asked to review 31 of these.

This section includes the committee recommendations by quarter and by text taught in that
quarter.

It is important to note the work of this committee, and the recommendations within, is
related specifically to the Wit and Wisdom curriculum and the core content in K-5 ELA classes.
The conclusions are not intended to apply to classroom libraries, media centers/libraries, or
any other location that is not considered core instruction.

The tables below summarize the outcomes of the committee’s decision and provides the page
number where the detailed explanation of the decision can be read.

° Recommended to be used

u
e R Recommended to be removed from use
e A Recommended to be used with instructional adjustments

Kindergarten

When taught | Text title Outcome | Detailed
explanation of
committee

Quarter 1 Rap a Tap Tap u Page 20-21

Quarter 4 Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears: A U Page 22-23

West African Tale

First Grade

When taught | Text title Outcome | Detailed
explanation of
committee

Quarter 2 Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea (text A Page 25-26

and video)

Quarter 2 What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? u Page 27-28

Quarter 3 Brave Irene U Page 29-30

Quarter 3 Feelings A Page 31-32

Quarter 4 The Rough-Faced Girl u Page 33-34
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Second Grade

When taught | Text title Outcome | Detailed
explanation of
committee

Quarter 2 The Buffalo Are Back U Page 36-37

Quarter 2 Journey of a Pioneer u Page 38-39

Quarter 2 Plains Indians U Page 40-41

Quarter 2 The Story of Johnny Appleseed U Page 42-43

Quarter 2 Johnny Appleseed u Page 44-45

Quarter 3 Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and A Page 46-48

Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation

Quarter 3 The Story of Ruby Bridges U Page 49-50

Quarter 3 Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story u Page 51-52

Quarter 3 Martin Luther King, Jr., and the March on U Page 53-54

Washington
Quarter 3 When Peace Met Power U Page 55-56
Third Grade

When taught | Text title Outcome | Detailed
explanation of
committee

Quarter 1 Amos & Boris U Page 58-59

Quarter 1 Shark Attack! U Page 60-61

Quarter 2 Starry Messenger U Page 62-63

Quarter 3 Coming to America U Page 64-65
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Fourth Grade

When taught | Text title Outcome | Detailed
explanation of
committee

Quarter 1 Love that Dog A Page 67-68

Quarter 2 Hatchet A Page 69-70

Quarter 3 George v. George: The American Revolution U Page 71-72

as Seen from Both Sides

Quarter 4 Walk Two Moons R Page 73-75

Quarter 4 Understanding Greek Myths u Page 76-77

Quarter 4 Pushing Up the Sky: Native American Plays U Page 78-79

for Children

Quarter 4 Gifts from the Gods: Ancient U Page 80-81

Words & Wisdom from Greek & Roman
Mythology
Fifth Grade

When taught | Text title Outcome | Detailed
explanation of
committee

Quarter 1 Thunder Rolling in the Mountains U Page 83-84

Quarter 3 The River Between Us A Page 85-86

Quarter 4 We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League U Page 87-88

Baseball
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The table below explains the noteworthy accomplishments section of the texts.

Amazon.com Editors’ Pick

The Amazon Books editorial team chooses 10 favorite books each month
they feel are the best of literature.

Book Sense Pick

Literary awards that are nominated by independent booksellers from
across the country. They nominate the books that they most enjoyed
selling to their customers. The books on each list represent a combined
national and local staff pick selection of booksellers' favorites from more
than 1,200 independent bookstores.

Booklist

Booklist is a publication of the American Library Association that
provides critical reviews of books and audiovisual materials for all ages.

Brooklyn Art Books for
Children Award, 1977

Thirty-six books selected for children ages three to ten. The books are
varied in style and content, but all are excellent examples of the
creativity of both the authors and illustrators.

Caldecott Award

Awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children to
the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children.

Carnegie Medal Finalist

Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction

Casey Award

Given to the best baseball book of the year by the editors and founders
of Spitball: The Literary Baseball Magazine.

CCBS (Cooperative
Children’s Book
Center) Choices

A best-of-the-year list created annually by the librarians of the
Cooperative Children's Book Center.

Coretta Scott King Author
Award

Given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustrators
of books for children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation
of African American culture and universal human values.

Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Children's Book Award

Annually recognizes one new American children's book selected by the
vote of Vermont schoolchildren. (Similar to the VSBA)

Illustrator Honor

Outstanding illustrator in a children's book is given by a division of the
American Library Association, to the artist of the most distinguished
American picture book for children. Honors are given to those that are
worthy of attention.

IRA (International Reading
Association) Teacher
Choice

Approximately 30 books rated by teachers, librarians,

and reading specialists are identified as outstanding for curriculum use.
The list of books are ones that kids will enjoy and that contribute to
learning across the curriculum.

Kirkus Reviews

An American book review magazine that discusses books yet to be
published. Starred Reviews signifies that the book has merit and highly
considered.

New York Public Library's
“One Hundred Titles for
Reading and Sharing”

A popular book list, which parents and children’s literature enthusiasts
look forward to and share every year. Books selected are appropriate for
infants through age 12. Books need to have “kid appeal” and need to
have a high quality of writing and style. With the Nonfiction selections,
sources and validity are considered as well as content.

New York Times Book
Review Best lllustrated
Book of the Year

Ten winners are selected by an annual panel of judges that consider the
illustrations of every illustrated book published in the U.S. that year.

Newbery Medal

Winning author —awarded annually by the American Library

Association for the most distinguished American children's book
published the previous year. The Newbery Medal is the best known and
most discussed children's book award in this country.

16




Notable Children’s Book of
the Year

A committee of the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC)
identifies the best in children's books that reflect and encourage
children's interests in exemplary ways

Notable Children’s Books

Each year the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) identifies
the best of the best in children's books, recordings, and digital media.

NSTA (National Science
Teaching

Association) Outstanding
Science Trade Book

Science trade books published for students in kindergarten through 12th
grade. Books featured on the list include captivating stories, compelling
characters, and beautiful illustrations.

Publishers Weekly Best
Book

Publishers Weekly is a weekly trade magazine that is a go-to resource for
librarians, publishers, and booksellers to find reviews on different books.
The review editors select the best of the best to read and purchase.

Pura Belpré Illustrator
Honor Book

Presented annually to a Latino/Latina writer and illustrator whose work
best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in
an outstanding work of literature for children and youth. Honor Books
are for those that are worthy of attention.

Robert F. Sibert Honor
Book

Awarded annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most
distinguished informational book published in the United States

School library journal

Starred review A journal used by librarians and school personnel to
examine over 6000 annual reviews of books and resources. The starred
reviews signify a book that has merits and are highly considered by
professionals.

School Library Journal
Best Book

Editors and reviewer committee members select exemplary titles as the
best books for children and teens published throughout the year.

Volunteer State Book
Award (Tennessee)

Award voted on by the students in the state of Tennessee to the book
that was their favorite piece of literature. A committee of librarians
from the Tennessee Association of School Librarians nominates a list of
20 books in each age category to win the VSBA. Students throughout
the state of Tennessee have an opportunity to read those throughout
the year and vote on their favorite piece of literature.
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Key to understanding Section Il
The two terms below explain committee recommendations used regarding the texts.

Considerations: These are items the classroom teacher (and/or additional building-level staff)
should consider when planning the module that uses the text being referenced.

Required adjustments: These are items that all classroom teachers are expected to follow and
implement in their classrooms. These are to be implemented without exception.

KINDERGARTEN <:| This is the grade level where the book is taught.

QUARTER ONE — The Five Senses <:| This is the quarter where the book is taught.
Rap-a-Tap-Tap

This is the title of the Module and is the consistent theme the module centers around.

This is the title of the text.

BOOK TITLE: Journey of a Pioneer <:| The title of the text being referenced.

Does the text...

...support the curriculum? | Yes No Yes, use with
recommended
adjustments

...have strength and Yes No Yes, use with

value? recommended
adjustments

...have objectionable Yes No Potentially, use with

content? adjustments

AN

The yellow highlighted word is the answer to the question in column
one.

L_| These are the questions the reconsideration committee answered per policy 4.403.

Conclusion of the Committee:

X__ The text is recommended to be used. <:I This is the final recommendation.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following instructional adjustments

18



KINDERGARTEN Book Outcomes

QUARTER ONE — The Five Senses
Rap-a-Tap-Tap

QUARTER FOUR —The Continents
Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears: A West African Tale
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Kindergarten, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Rap a Tap Tap

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Kindergarten, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Rap a Tap Tap

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e The book is not bad on its own. However, when paired with the teacher’s manual it puts the
focus on skin color and racial oppression. The teacher’s manual even states that the “blended
sounds may be too difficult for students to hear” but the real emphasis on learning is regarding
the “historic setting”. This is English Language Arts, not social studies and it is for 5- and 6-year-
old children, not adolescents that can better understand those concepts.

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the text “introduces skin color differences” and
shows a “specific agenda in the curriculum”. There is concern about the “age appropriateness”
and the “introduction of social emotional learning”. There is concern that the Teacher Edition
references the Harlem Renaissance and that this age is too early for this introduction.
Additionally, there is concern there is “extremely negative content, graphic imagery and dark
images” in the book. It was stated that “this is CRT".

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes this is an appropriate selection to support the learning goals and standards
of the module it is included in. While the teacher’s edition does make note of the challenge for
kindergarten students it does place emphasis on the larger learning goals of the module which is
directly connected to the curriculum in its entirety. It is important to note that the answers provided in
the Teacher Edition are simply suggestions or examples of what a students may offer in answering the
question. The emphasis of the text is related to the sounds and not the specific historical references
included. The committee does not share the concerns of the complainants that the figurative language
related to open and closed doors is inappropriate.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— CCBS (Cooperative Children’s Book Center) Choices, 2003
— Coretta Scott King Book Awards, 2003
— Notable Children’s Books, 2003
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Kindergarten, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears: A West African Tale

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with

curriculum? recommended
adjustments

...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with

value? recommended
adjustments

...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use

content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:
X The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Considerations: The teacher should consider using the word “injured” or “hurt” rather than “killed”
throughout the text. If the choice is made to do this, there will be no impact on the instruction.

22



Kindergarten, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears: A West African Tale

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Age recommended for 3« grade. The monkey jumps on a tree killing a baby owl. The
chain of events to death is dark for this age, and then to provide a picture of an owl
holding its dead “child.” Other pictures or options could be more age appropriate.

e This is dark material for kindergarten. All the animals look mad and angry throughout
the book. The monkey jumps on a tree branch that breaks and kills a baby owlet. The
Mom Owl is so sad that she cannot hoot and so the sun will not rise. There is an
illustration of her holding the dead baby owlet. Chain of event concept can be better
illustrated with less morbid events.

® Complainants stated during the hearing that the text is something “our kids will not
understand” and that “all the pictures look angry”. It was expressed that the book is
“dark, sad, and depressing.” It was stated that “this is just a weird book to highlight the
Continents”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes that the text supports the curriculum well and is aligned to the theme of the
module which is Continents. The committee notes exposure to unique art is of benefit to students.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Brooklyn Art Books for Children Award, 1977
— Booklist starred review
— Caldecott Medal, 1976
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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FIRST GRADE Book Outcomes

QUARTER TWO — Creature Features
Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea (text and video)
What Do You Do With a Tail Like This?

QUARTER THREE — Powerful Forces
Brave Irene
Feelings

QUARTER FOUR — Cinderella Stories
The Rough-Face Girl
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First Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea (text and video)

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

X The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Required adjustments: As the book is read aloud, pages 12 and 13 should not be displayed to
students.

Considerations: While the committee does not share the perspective that the video has any
connection to gender fluidity as has been shared, teachers may consider watching the video without
narration and simply explain the details of the video. Instruction will not be impacted by this
adjustment.
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First Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea (text and video)

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Text: Mating seahorses with pictures of positions, and discussion of the male carrying
the eggs.

e Text: Describes how they have sex, how long they have sex, only male fish get
pregnant, bending squeezing and pushing

e Video: Repeated instruction on mating ritual and process, male sea horse giving birth

e Video: Quotes of concern: "a mating pair of orange pygmy seahorses", "scientists
watched the male and female sea horses performing their daily courtship dance", "they
saw the baby seahorses pop out of their father's brood pouch", and the last line of the
video, "We humans tend to think of who we are as mostly fixed, but in the ocean,
identity can be a fluid and mysterious thing."

e Complainants stated during the hearing that there is “social conditioning” in the book,
that there are concerns about the book and video “attempting to normalize that males
can get pregnant” and the “suggestion that gender is fluid is too early” to be taught in
first grade. It was stated that the book paired with the video is “indicative of an
agenda”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes there is not a graphic explanation of seahorse sex. The committee considers
the book a very strong informational text—it is scientifically accurate and shares many facts
throughout the text. While the committee agrees that reproduction is discussed, we do not share the
concerns stated by complainants. The student audience does not have the understanding or
experience to find the text provocative as described by complainants. The committee concludes it is
first grade appropriate and meets the life cycle standards in science therefore having a cross-curricular
benefit to students. Lastly, the committee does not find the video at all provocative. The committee
does not share the concern in the final bullet above as they do not see the video connecting in any
manner to human gender fluidity as referenced by complainants.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Booklist starred review
— Library School Journal starred review
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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First Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: What Do You Do with a Tail Like This?

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Considerations: The teacher should pay special attention to any students who may
demonstrate fear or anxiety around the pictures in the text and should handle accordingly
with support staff or school counselor.
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First Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: What Do You Do with a Tail Like This?

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Text speaks of horned lizard squirting blood out of its eyes, poisonous animals, animals
that can spit venom, animals with sharp teeth that bite humans, animals that kill
humans.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes the text is informative and thorough with both engaging narrative
and illustrations.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Caldecott Honor book
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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BOOK TITLE: Brave Irene

Does the text...

First Grade, Quarter Three

...support the Yes No Yes, use with

curriculum? recommended
adjustments

...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with

value? recommended
adjustments

...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use

content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:
X The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following

instructional adjustments
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First Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Brave Irene

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

A child stuck in the snow, sinks below the snow, and contemplates suicide?! “Why not
freeze to death, she thought and let all these troubles end. Why not? She was already
buried.” How concerning in a time that mental health in children and suicide is at an all-
time high.

Scary situation for a small child to be in, thoughts of death.

Complainants stated during the hearing that there is an abundance of “negative emotions” in
the text, that “feelings are not the school’s to teach”, and “that it is dark”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

It is critical for the above stated lines to be read in context as the book is read in its entirety. The
committee agrees that the character does get upset but recognizes the value in her rising and
persevering. The committee reads the text and reaches a different conclusion as it relates to the
contemplation of suicide. The character contemplates the mortal risk to which she's exposed, and
then immediately draws upon positive thoughts of her mother which inspire her to overcome her
circumstances. The committee does not share the concerns of the complainants as it relates to these
parts of the story.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Booklist starred review
Caldecott Honor author
NYT Book Review Best Illlustrated Book of the Year
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BOOK TITLE: Feelings

Does the text...

First Grade, Quarter Three

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

X The text is recommended to use with the following

instructional adjustments

the word “happy” or other “positive” emotions.

Required adjustments: During the “shades of meaning” exercise in Lesson 12, the teacher should use

deem appropriate.

Considerations: It is important to consistently create a balance with “positive” emotions when
reading the text. The teacher should pay close attention to individuals in the classroom as the topics
are moved through in the text. Students who are needing additional support in reading about and
discussing feelings should be supported in whatever manner the professionals in the school building
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First Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Feelings

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

Page 8-9: Full of anger, hate, and other negative emotions--- bullying / mean behavior.
Dark content, Extreme jealously, Unfiltered anger, Death of a pet, Insecurity, Name
calling

It is a 32-page book, and 22 pages have negative emotions on them. ---Without proper
instruction by the teacher, page 9 has hateful text that kids will not understand nor truly
know how to process

Pages 16-17: without proper handling by the teacher can upset kids. Very angry
outburst. This should be situational content, not a day-to-day read. Let parents
introduce death. Introducing insecurity to an age not quite aware of that. Also, shows
name-calling of other kids. Without proper handling by the teacher, how are kids to
learn this is NOT ok?

Page 19: describes a scary situation. Use of words like petrified, afraid, paralyzed with
fear, frightened. Then the story ends abruptly with no resolution. It brings fear in and
then stops. The “feeling” of jealousy could have been portrayed better than having a
little girl want to “choke “and “hating” another girl.

Page 19: “the dragons’ gigantic mouth opened. Thousands of teeth shone in the dark.
The smell of eaten children filled the boy’s nostrils” "I would like to choke Alicia. | hate
Alicia.”

Complainants stated during the hearing that “this is a really well-done book”, that the
“schools do a good job bringing in counselors”, that it is “too young to teach children
these words”, that the story has caused nightmares and might continue to increase
anxiety” and “that much of the book is left “unresolved”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee recognizes there is a focus on what a reader may perceive as “negative” feelings or
“bad” feelings throughout the text and in several of the lessons in the Teacher Edition. The committee
shared several of the concerns presented by the complainants. The committee recognizes the need to
ensure there is a balance of focus on positivity and gratitude when the text is being read. While this
focus is a very natural culture of a first-grade classroom, the committee makes note of the need for
teacher intentionality when reading the book. It has been reported from classroom teachers that
appropriate expression of emotions increased following the reading of this text in the classroom.
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First Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: The Rough-Face Girl

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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First Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: The Rough-Face Girl

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

This is basically a Cinderella story. It is about an Algonquin Indian girl who has two mean
sisters. She was made to sit by and tend the fire. Sparks fell on her, burning her hands,
arms, face, and hair which caused her to have a "rough face". In the book there is an
"invisible being", that only she can see. He tells her to go bathe in the lake. The book
shows an illustrated picture of her in the lake bathing topless with her hair covering her
chest. She marries the invisible being.

Complainants stated during the hearing that the imagery is “dark and scary”, that the inclusion

of the “invisible beings” causes concern, that there is an “inappropriate, topless girl” in the
book, that the module study about Cinderella stories “will not be engaging to boys”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The focus of this module in Wit and Wisdom is Cinderella stories. Based on this, the committee
determines the book brings value to the module. The committee notes there is value to teaching a
variety of cultures and this book centers the Cinderella story on a Native American story. The
"topless" picture is a picture of the female character whose chest is thoroughly covered by her hair.
The committee does not share the concerns presented by the complainants.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books positive reviews
Kirkus positive reviews

Publisher’s Weekly positive reviews

School Library Journal positive reviews

Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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SECOND GRADE Book Outcomes

QUARTER TWO —The American West
The Buffalo Are Back

Journey of a Pioneer

Plains Indians

The Story of Johnny Appleseed
Johnny Appleseed

QUARTER THREE — Civil Rights Heroes

Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation
The Story of Ruby Bridges

Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story

Martin Luther King, Jr., and the March on Washington

When Peace Met Power
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: The Buffalo are Back

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: The Buffalo are Back

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

This book is historically inaccurate. Books within school are utilized for historical or valuable
lessons. This is neither if it is not accurate and misleading noting the government was intent on
killing buffalo and Indians for a railroad.

Page 6: But it was settlers from the East and the American government that killed almost all the
buffalo herds.

Page 8: But there was trouble on the plains. The government broke its treaties with the Indians.
So, the Indians fought back and won several battles against the United States Army. Then the
government saw another way to defeat the Indians. Soldiers and settlers were encouraged to
shoot every buffalo they saw or drive whole herds over cliffs. Without the buffalo for food,
shelter, and clothing, the Indians could not survive on the plains.

Not historically accurate, divisive, and dark. There are also negative comments about the
government and hating the Native Americans and killing all the buffalo. The true history is that
the railroad was being built and therefore a lot of the buffalo were pushed out and died. This
story implies that the government hated Native Americans and killed the buffalo, so they had
nothing to eat. The book refers to Tall Grass Prairie Preserve and even the story they give on
their website is drastically different than what is presented in this book. | also am not naive that
there were some not good things the government did do during this time; however, it is not age
appropriate to discuss with 7- and 8-year-old children about war and breaking treaties.
Complainants stated during the hearing that the book is “loosely based on history”, that there
are “errors on both sides”, that the book is “anti-government” and “paints the American
government in a negative light”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

After discussion with professionals specializing in historical events the committee concludes
the book is appropriate for use. The book is not intended to provide an in-depth
understanding of all the issues noted in the text. It is important to note the information and
extension of student learning occurs throughout the entire module in an incremental, spiraled
fashion. This book is foundational to that learning experience.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

IRA (International Reading Association) Teacher Choice
NSTA (National Science Teaching Association) Outstanding Science Trade Book
Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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BOOK TITLE: Journey of a Pioneer

Does the text...

Second Grade, Quarter Two

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: The Journey of a Pioneer

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Page 23: Indians aren’t as scary as | thought they would be.

e Complainants stated during the hearing that there is an “inappropriate video about the Oregon
Trail”, that there is concern over the word “tragedy” being a vocabulary word”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes this book is acceptable and meaningful to the module work. It is
essential to note the text is written from the point of view of a child. It is a diary and is
therefore inherently presents a more innocent and somewhat naive opinion of a child.
While the committee recognizes the above statement may be perceived as a stereotype or
prejudicial statement, the committee does not share that perspective when the book is read
in full. It is important for the teachers to make note of the Teacher Edition regarding the
appropriate place for the video to end. The committee finds benefit to the lesson of the
book that appears to be that prejudice or preconceived thought can be overcome.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Plains Indians

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Plains Indians

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Paints white people in a negative light
e There is an illustration depicting skinned bison

® Complainants stated during the hearing that the “content is too hard for children”, that
“White Americans were mean to Native Americans”, that reading the book had a
personal impact on my son who began noticing his skin color and talking about
differences” and presented concern about students being read aloud to during the
course of the module.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes that the author appears to have given much consideration to
not being inflammatory in the text. For example: the authors use of the term "non-
Indians" gives a sense of discretion and sensitivity rather than "white man" or "white
people". It is important to note the graphic concerns presented by the complainants
cannot be identified in the text by the committee.

Notewo Qe padoshalisigheptssitive online reviews from readers
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: The Story of Johnny Appleseed

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: The Story of Johnny Appleseed

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e The story for the most part is wonderful and a great lesson, however, in the middle of
the book, for no reason and no context, there are two pages of divisiveness where it
talks about Native Americans hating white men. After those two pages, it goes back to
the main part of the story. It just does not fit and is racially divisive.

e "Although the Indians were not friends to any white men who chased them from their
homes, Johnny was their friend." "Johnny did not like people to fight. He tried to make
peace between the settlers and the Indians, for he believed that all men should live
together as brothers." (This goes along with an illustration of angry looking white men
and angry looking Native Americans glaring at each other with Johnny in the middle.)

e Complainants stated during the hearing that there is concern that Johnny becomes ill in the

story, there is a “negative outlook on White settlers”, that “without context it paints settlers in a
negative light” and that it “perpetuates angst”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes it is essential to take all text and illustrations in context rather than
in isolation. In context, the text reads "although the Indians were not friendly to any white
men who chased them from their homes, Johnny was their friend." To remove the pictures
referenced as concerning by the complainants would remove the Native American perspective
from the text. The picture connected to the text "Johnny did not like people to fight..."
demonstrates that Johnny valued peace and for others to not fight. The illustrations and text
support one another to demonstrate that relationships were a key to Johnny's life and
appeared to greatly influence others he met. Additionally, the illustrations throughout the
book demonstrate the plot changes that occur in the written word. It is important to note that
illustrations often serve as the text to reluctant readers making a book such as this of great
value to those learners.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Johnny Appleseed

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Johnny Appleseed

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e The story is sad and dark.

® Complainants stated during the hearing that the “story is dark”. It was also shared that
“on its own, its okay but it is a puzzle piece”. Additionally, it was shared that the story is
“biased, anti-White, anti-American” and there is concern that it is “soft-indoctrination”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes this book is entertaining, positive, and enjoyable to read.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers

45



Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s

Fight for Desegregation

Does the text...

content?

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use

with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

X The text is recommended to use with the following

instructional adjustments

Required adjustments: Pages 25-27 should not be read in the classroom. This adjustment can occur
without having implications for the story being told or the lessons associated with the text.
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s
Fight for Desegregation

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

47

Publisher recommends ages 6-9. Characterizes white children and adults as mean, and Mexican
children as victims of oppression. The material is hyper-focused on racial differences. The racist
behavior reduces children to their race, stating Mexicans are “inferior to whites in personal
hygiene,” and a racist student states, “White students are superior to Mexicans.” This sentence
thus is in violation of the recent bill passed

Page 2: She was looking for her locker when a young white boy pointed at her and yelled, “Go
back to the Mexican school! You don’t belong here!”

Page 10: Sylvia looked at her cousins. They had light skin and long auburn hair, and their last
name was Vidaurri-their father was Mexican, but of French descent. Then she looked at her
brothers, and at her own hands and bare arms. She wondered, is it because we have brown skin
and thick black hair, and our last name is Mendez?

Pages 14-15: The Mexican children are portrayed like animals behind bars, as inferior as dogs or
cows, and the white people are portrayed as evil, superior oppressors

Pages 26-27: "Children at the Mexican school are inferior to whites in personal hygiene ... and in
their scholastic ability...[Mexican children are] inferior in their economic outlook, in their
clothing, and in their ability to take part in the activities of the school...white students are
superior to Mexicans...” Shockingly, these statements are not denounced as false in the pages
that follow, portraying one race as superior to another race, which is a concept prohibited by
Tennessee law

Page 27: “Do you believe that white students are superior to Mexicans in the respects that you
have mentioned?” "Yes." " And is that one of the reasons they are being segregated?" "Yes."
Promotes division between or resentment of a race, and ascribing character traits to a race is
prohibited

Characterizes white children and adults as mean, and Mexican children as victims of oppression.
Hyper-focused on racial differences. Images are degrading. Text starts and perpetuates
stereotypes about Mexicans. Shows racist behavior, reducing children down to their race. It says
Mexicans are "inferior to whites in personal hygiene," scholastic ability, etc. Racist character in
story says, "White students are superior to Mexicans.

Complainants stated during the hearing that there is “a hyperfocus on racial differences”, the
text “reduces kids down to their race”, that the book includes “mean, degrading images and
shows racist behaviors”, that the glossary of legal terms is of concern, that the book is “full of
division and hate”, that the book is “against the CRT law”, that we need “to focus on how far we
have come” and that it “teaches kids to feel shame”.



Second Grade, Quarter Three

Conclusion of the Committee:

While the committee recognizes the factual elements listed above, the committee recognizes
immense value in the text and the story being represented. The text enhances the module by
including stories and experience beyond those of African American and White people during the Civil
Rights movement. The committee shares the concerns of the complainants about the explicit nature
of the testimony given during the trial on pages 25-27. With the required adjustment stated above,
the committee concludes the book can be taught effectively and in a manner that benefits students.
It has been reported from a classroom teacher that the book offered students new perspectives and
she observed great enthusiasm from her students. She noted there was a remarkably elevated level of
engagement from her Spanish speaking students during the reading of the text. Additionally, she
found the text to offer great instructional value in comparing the response to racism—the nonviolent
response versus the active response.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Pura Belpré lllustrator Honor Book
— Robert F. Sibert Honor Book
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: The Story of Ruby Bridges

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: The Story of Ruby Bridges

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Page 14,19

e Not only did | review this multiple times this year with my son, | have pictures of my son crying
when school was virtual, in adamant opposition to review this material, for a book that might be
recommended at a high school level: this book demonstrates highly inflammatory racist remarks
on images that are not age appropriate. Demonstrates division along racial lines. The author
reduces people to their race. Further creates oppression for people of color, while demonizing
whites. Uses the N-word. Which | promise you my 7-year-old had never heard prior to public
school introduction. The emphatic time spent on this material and the amount of repetition, in
addition to the critical race like theory implication within this book (and extensive time with the
academic months) is in direct opposition to the recent bills passed and referenced below. In
addition to not appropriate for this age.

e Divisive, shows racism

e Themes of segregation and racism are not appropriate for this age group or grade level in which
7-8-year-olds do not yet have the maturity or capacity to think critically. Imagery is highly
inflammatory and divisive, and characterizes white people as mean, hateful, and oppressive. It
instills fear, paranoia, shame, and resentment for children of color, and instills shame in white
children. "Angry white people gathered." "People wanted to hurt her." "The state police did not
help Ruby." "The crowd seemed ready to kill her."

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the “topic of segregation is not age appropriate”,
the modules “plants the seeds of hate”, that there is “not a focus on how we have progressed”,
that the “imagery is inflammatory and divisive”, that the book “characterizes whites as mean
when 100% of white people weren’t like that”, that the book is “negative, hateful, divisive”, that
the module “does not feel like we are teaching —feels like we are driving a point”, that “Ruby
Bridges is a profile in courage”, that teaching the book is “teaching an agenda” and that “middle
school and high school are the time to teach this, and that “shame brings on anxiety and
depression that leads to suicide.”

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee does not share the concerns of the complainants. The committee reached the conclusion
that the lessons do not create opportunities for divisiveness at any point. The lessons within the entire
module center deeply on the experiences in the text that are historically accurate representations of the
events in the nation’s history. It has been reported by teachers that students do not have the background
knowledge that adults bring to the reading of the text; therefore, they read the subject matter with
“innocence” and “for what it is”. Teachers also discuss the topics are taught at the age-appropriate level
rather than anything more mature or nuanced in a manner it may be taught in much later grades.
Additionally, teachers report that teaching a text such as this develops empathy and sensitivity to
differences which is essential as our schools are made up of many different students learning alongside
one another. Finally, the reading of this text (and others in the module) is building the background
knowledge that will be of assistance in future grades where more nuanced learning of the Civil Rights
movement takes place.
Noteworthy accomplishments:

— Award winning illustrator

—  Pulitzer Prize-winning author

— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

Page 1: A long time ago, some people thought that black people and white people should not be
friends. In some places, black people were not allowed to live in the same neighborhoods as
white people.

Page 2: Photograph of white boy with a sign that reads, “We won’t go to school with Negroes"
Highly inflammatory racist remarks on images that are not age appropriate. Shows division along
racial lines. The author's narrative is reducing people down to their race. Shows the oppression
of people of color and demonizes whites. Causes shame for young impressionable white
children to read this dark history without the maturity or knowledge of US History and World
History.

Racist remarks, N-word

Complainants stated during the hearing that the book is “inappropriate for and graders”, that
“the lesson is on racial slurs”, there are “highly inflammatory remarks”, that in teaching the book

WCS is “planting seeds of hate”. It was stated “if you are white, you feel shame. If you are black,
you feel victimized”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee does not share the concerns of the complainants. The committee reached the
conclusion that the lessons do not create opportunities for divisiveness at any point. The lessons
center deeply on the experiences in the text that are historically accurate representations of the
events in the nation’s history. The committee acknowledges the use of the N-word. While the
committee recognizes the intentional use of the iconic Norman Rockwell painting The Problem
We All Live With where this word is hazy in the background, the committee understands that
administrative changes have been made by Williamson County Schools Teaching, Learning
and Assessment department. These changes include the slightly cropped use of the painting,
guidance on not explicitly pointing out the word and how to address the topic should a
conversation begin. Additionally, guidance on the word “Negro” has been provided, including
the difference between the two words and the fact that “Negro” is not a racial slur, but
rather an antiquated word that is no longer acceptably used.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the March on Washington

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the March on Washington

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Photographs of political violence

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the text omits part of the speech—
specifically portion related to “the content of character”. It was stated that “the
photographs are concerning”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee does find that there is one photograph in the book that some may take issue with. The
photograph is of firefighters shooting a water hose at the backs of individuals sitting on the ground.
This is an accurate representation of the events occurring at the time. The committee notes the
educational value of using both primary and secondary sources to enhance student learning and this
text offers both. The book focuses on the nonviolent movement of the Civil Rights movement. The
committee notes that the teaching of the nonviolent movement cannot occur without an
understanding of what was being protested. The committee finds there is value in the use of this book
in this module to support student mastery of the standards and developing foundational knowledge
that will be built upon in history classes through 12t grade.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: When Peace Met Power

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Second Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: When Peace Met Power

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Negative view of firefighters and police

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the text “portrays police and firefighters in
a negative light”. It was shared this is a concern because “boys idolize police officers and
firefighters”. It was stated “this is racism on paper”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes that the purpose of this text is to represent a specific time, place, and one
individual. It represents a perspective of the non-violent Civil Rights movement. This perspective
cannot be adequately represented without talking about the historical incidents that were occurring;
this includes the physical violence that was taking place in society at that time.
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QUARTER ONE — The Sea
Amos & Boris
Shark Attack!

QUARTER TWO — Outer Space
Starry Messenger

QUARTER THREE — A New Home

Coming to America

57

THIRD GRADE Book Outcomes



Third Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Amos and Boris

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Third Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Amos and Boris

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

Noting suicide and rage, the story focuses on a mouse that is contemplating suicide. He
gets thrown off the whale accidentally. Sentences such as “crazy with rage, Amos
screamed and punched” “And just as he was preparing to die”

Towards the beginning of the story the mouse contemplates suicide. In the middle, the
mouse gets angry that the whale accidentally throws him off, so the book states,

"Crazy with rage, Amos screamed and punched at Boris until he remembered he owed
his life to the whale and quietly climbed on his back." Finally, the whale gets beached
and knows he cannot live without water so the book states, " He was sure he would die.
And just as he was preparing to die, Amos came racing back..."

Complainants stated during the hearing that the text discusses “suicide and giving up on
life”, that it “normalizes suicide and doesn’t address it”, that is “dark and depressing
content”, and “teachers have no business speaking to students like this”. There is
concern there is “extreme emotion discussed” including “rage”. It “seeks to desensitize
and indoctrinate”. It was stated that the text sends “a mixed message.”

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes there is significant value of context when considering the above expressed
concerns. Reading the book in its entirety is essential. The start-to-finish element of the story telling is
critical. There is value of life and the benefit of meaningful relationships demonstrated throughout the
text. The committee does not share the perspective that the book includes references to suicide either
implicitly or explicitly. Both the mouse and whale characters contemplate mortality as a part of the
text. There is a processing of emotions occurring throughout the storyline rather than a fixation of a
specific emotion. The book reiterates the value of life along with a message of enduring friendship.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Award-winning author - Caldecott, Newbery Honors

New York Times Book Review Best Illustrated Book of the Year
Notable Children's Book of the Year

Outstanding Book of the Year

School Library Journal starred review

Kirkus starred reviews

Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Third Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Shark Attack!

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Considerations: Teachers should consider alerting parents to the potentially concerning photographs.
Teachers should pay close attention to specific students who may be sensitive to such imagery. The
visuals can be handled with sensitivity when deemed necessary.
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Third Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Shark Attack!

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):
e Several illustrations of people being attacked by sharks. The real-life stories that go with
it are kind of scary.

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the text is “graphic, dark, depressive”, that
“my child should not be scared”, and that there is “fear” and that it is “unnecessarily
scary and traumatic”. It was stated “children are afraid to get in the water”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

While the committee recognizes that some may find the illustrations to be overly gory, they do not
share the concerns. It is reported the engagement level of students has been quite high--especially as it
relates to reluctant-readers. It is a book that can connect with students who do not interact well with
narrative/prose writing. The committee finds there is nothing inherently inaccurate or wrong with

anything shown or cited in the text.
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Third Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Starry Messenger

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Considerations: Teachers should be mindful of the illustrations in the text. While there is not specific
focus on the illustrations, it is important to note some students may find them disturbing. The teacher
should be cognizant of this in the classroom and be prepared to address with individual students or
with the group as necessary.
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Third Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Starry Messenger

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

Page 24: Galileo was afraid. He knew that people had suffered terrible torture and
punishment for not following tradition. It could happen to him."

Overall, the issue is the focus on ONLY the negative aspect of the Catholic Church. "...the
Church locked Galileo in his house for the rest of his life, but his ideas lived on."

The question is BALANCE ...Where is the HERO of the church? to contrast with their
mistakes? There are so many opportunities to teach children the truth of our history as
a nation. The Church has a huge and lasting influence on American culture. Both good
and bad should be represented. The Christian church is responsible for the genesis of
Hospitals, orphanages, Social Work, Charity, to name a few.

Where are the books leading our curriculum focusing on the accurate contract of the
church and its influence?

Complainants stated during the hearing that the text is “dark and scary”, it is “anti-
tradition and the Church”, it “makes kids question tradition”, and it has a “depressing
narrative”. It was stated that it is “well beyond their [students] ability to comprehend
except to be anti-Church” and that the “graphics are dark”. It was stated the book is
“attacking religion” and “pushes atheism”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes that the purpose of this book is not to make a statement about the Church.
It is a text about Galileo, his scientific work, and it demonstrates that ideas and thoughts in the field of
Science are ever-changing. Additionally, it demonstrates that the wrongs are made right by the Church.
It is the conclusion of the committee that the text portrays the Church as being redemptive although
this is not the primary purpose of the text. It is impossible to tell the story of Galileo without
referencing history and the occurrences of the time. Complainants reference the book making a
statement about the Church in our nation—this book does not make a statement about the Church in
America. Complainants reference the goriness and inappropriate nature of the illustrations. The
illustrations correspond to the time-period and are historically and culturally accurate when placed
alongside the text being read. Teachers do not make explicit connection of the text to the illustrations
in the book.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Booklist starred reviews

Caldecott Honor book

Kirkus starred reviews

Notable Children’s Books award
School Library Journal starred reviews

Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Third Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Coming to America

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Third Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: Coming to America

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

Overall, much of this book is fine and does share some factual information. However,
very little historical context is given which makes portions confusing because children
are not given a full historical overview of what was happening at the time.
Unfortunately, it does not have page numbers, but here are some quotes: 1) "The
Indians were pushed off their land and were often treated badly or killed." 2) "In 1921,
the United States government passed more laws limiting the number of people who
could enter the country. These laws were unfair and later changed." 3) "Sadly, new
arrivals are often poorly treated by other Americans just because they look or act
differently." There is also a section at the end of the book about "Immigration Today"
that only justifies illegal immigration due to the hardships many illegal immigrants face,
without noting any of the challenges associated with illegal immigration in our country
My main concern is that children are reading about difficult subjects such as slavery and
Indian conflicts without having been taught any actual U.S. history. This is very confusing
for young children and the curriculum needs to better address history before discussing
some of these subjects.

Complainants stated during the hearing that the text has “dark, sad imagery” and that
“these are good books—just not age appropriate”. It was stated that the text “starts
innocently then turns very dark” and there is “very little historical context”, that it is
“anti-American”, and that it demonstrates that “Americans are evil and bad people”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

While the committee did not find that the book presented history in an inadequate manner, it is
recognized that some may. The book is not intended to be a sole representation of the topics listed
above—it is intended to be a part of the instruction related to topics that are taught previously and
will be taught again in later grades. The committee concludes the book provides value in that process.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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FOURTH GRADE Book Outcomes

QUARTER ONE- A Great Heart
Love that Dog

QUARTER TWO — Extreme Settings
Hatchet

QUARTER THREE — The Redcoats are Coming
George v. George: The American Revolution as Seen from Both Sides

QUARTER FOUR — Myth Making

Walk Two Moons

Understanding Greek Myths

Pushing Up the Sky: Native American Plays for Children

Gifts from the Gods: Ancient Words & Wisdom from Greek & Roman Mythology
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Fourth Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Love that Dog

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

X The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Required adjustments: The teacher should ensure the counselor is put on notice when the book is
being read. Make special note of the topic or a summary of the topics —this should be included on the
Wit and Wisdom Parent Tip Sheet that goes home at the beginning of the module.
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Fourth Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Love that Dog

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

Death, childhood insecurity

The poems at the rear of this book themselves are fine, But the content of the book itself is very
concerning. | had my 13-year-old read it made him Anxious and confused. It is a book based on a
child’s writing and response to poems in class. It is like broken English. His poem is about his dog
dying, and how he relates all the rest of the poems he is required to read to his own poem. He
never wants his name mention on his work. This is repeated a lot in the book.

Pages 25-28: Child goes to animal shelter and is aware that some of the dogs will be euthanized
Pages 68-72: Child witness dog get hit and killed by car.

Complainants stated during the hearing the books being used “asks teachers to play therapists
and this put pressure on teachers”. It was stated “it is an emotionally charged book” and “bad
grammar is used”. It was stated “teachers should not have to navigate emotional issues” and it
is a “dark, depressing story”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes there is value in the text and lessons associated with it. The text teaches
empathy to those who may not have pets and may enhance it for those who do. The eventual outcome
is that the main character is proud—the progression of the child's story was evidence of pride and
confidence being developed. It is a clear story of educational resilience and has an extremely satisfying
resolution. Additionally, the unusual, challenging format of the text is indicative of the rigor that is
beneficial to students. This includes the source material of the previously published and recognizable
poetry included in the book. While the committee understands the sensitivity of the topics included in
the text, it concludes the professionalism and responsiveness of teachers and counselors in the
classroom will ensure a positive experience with this text.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Amazon.com Editors’ Pick

Book Sense Pick

Carnegie Medal Finalist

Newbery Medal-winning author

New York Public Library's “One Hundred Titles for Reading and Sharing”
Publishers Weekly Best Book

School Library Journal Best Book

Volunteer State Book Award (Tennessee)

Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Hatchet

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

X The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Required adjustments: It is expected that all teachers follow the specific guidance provided from the
W(CS Teaching, Learning and Assessment department in year one and two of implementation. The Wit
and Wisdom Parent Tip Sheet should include talking points/conversation starters regarding the topics
in the book that may create challenges to students. The tip sheet should be sent both via hard copy
and email by the teacher. The teacher should ensure counselors are fully aware of the module topics.
Counselors should have a specific understanding of topics involved and the timing of each class
reading the book.

Considerations: Consider having the counselor be available to conduct lessons in classrooms around
timing of book—the "big problem, little problem" lesson would be an appropriate example.
Additionally, counselors and administrators should consider holding parent meetings to discuss topics
and strategies related to mental health.
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Two

BOOK TITLE: Hatchet

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Page 64: The story starts with a 13-year-old boy who is dealing with his parents’ divorce. He is
holding on to the secret that he caught his mother having an affair.

e Page 116: The boy gets on a plane with a pilot who dies in front of him and the plane crashes.
He attempts suicide.

e The main character Brian is going to see his dad, and his plane crashes. his parents’ recent
divorce weighs heavily on him, as does “The Secret” that his mother is having an affair. He must
live with this secret. In his despair of being stranded and not being found, Brian also tries to
commit suicide with the hatchet his mom had given him for a gift.

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the book has “59 references to death or dying and
no mention of being saved or rescued”, there is concern about mature topics discussed (suicide,
infidelity, death), and that “there are positive lessons that can be learned but not at 9 years
old”. It was stated “we should be having tough conversations but not in schools” and that the
book is “very graphic”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes with the implementation of the current strategies provided to teachers by
the Teaching, Learning and Assessment department as well as those required adjustment listed
above, the book has educational value. While the committee recognizes the topics presented as
concerns are sensitive to some, those topics are not deeply focused on in the classroom study of the
text. The committee trusts the educator consideration that will be given throughout the module—like
the level used in the decades the book has been taught in Williamson County Schools and across the
nation. To address concerns voiced by our community and teachers, several district wide adjustments
have been in place since the 2020 -21 school year. An enhanced Family Tip Sheet was created with
additional information which indicates that, while the point of the novel is how a character
overcomes great obstacles, the text has what some people may consider sensitive topics. The terms in
the enhanced Family Tip Sheet include self-harm as well as a statement that says, 'mom shares a kiss
with another man.' It is the district's expectation that all Family Tip Sheets are sent home prior to the
start of the module. Additional guidance to the teachers reminded them to read the text prior to
instruction. This way, they are best prepared to anticipate student questions, their answers, and how
to steer the conversations back to the important parts of the books if students go off topic. Teachers
have been asked to read chapters 1 - 7 aloud, passing out the books beginning with chapter 8. By
holding onto the book up until this point, the teacher can control the pacing of the lesson and
controls the discussion of when the pilot dies, as well as the main character seeing his mother kiss
another man.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children's Book Award
— Newbery Medal book
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: George v. George: The American Revolution as Seen from

Both Sides

Does the text...

content?

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use

with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

X The text is recommended to use with the following

instructional adjustments

Considerations: When planning for the lessons related to this text, pay close attention to words that
may be inflammatory when read aloud. Plan for replacement words as warranted.
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: George v. George: The American Revolution as Seen from
Both Sides

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

Page 19: Hanging- described and picture of straw dummy being hung (Number denotes page
number of weblink--not paperback)

Page 22: “getting drunk, chasing women”

Page 30: “Each side told a different tale about Lexington and Concord. Rebel newspapers
reported that bloodthirsty redcoats burned houses, drove naked women into the streets, and
butchered old men and infants. The King was told that rebel savages broke the rules of war by
ambushing his army. Then they scalped fallen British infantry and cut off their ears.”

Page 36: must fight or kill themselves

Page 37: flippant comments about being hanged

Page 48: burned villages and towns, looted, or seized people's houses, rape, murder, set fire to
crops and timberland, locked prisoners in filthy ships where they died like flies, starvation, heat,
cold, and disease, tortured and killed whole families, scalped the dead, cannibalism, collected
scalps, wearing leggings made from the skin of the dead - the pictures on this page are
concerning as well

The pictures are concerning as well (ex. a young child alive and in a house where a soldier can
see him/her and is about to set the house on fire)

Complainants stated during the hearing that the “photo of George looks angry”, there
are “errors in facts and research”, the book has “poor quality of writing, it has basic
grammar, unclear references”, it is “reading semi-literate flawed prose”. It was stated “it
has inappropriate content” and there is “no context for students to draw from” and
“key elements of the Declaration were left out”. It was stated it is “not factual, not fully
representative and that “students need to know the full truth”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

It is important to note that this book is not read in its entirety. With analysis of the pages that are
read and the way the text is used for instruction, the committee concludes the use of the book
supports the learning targets and standards it intends to.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

Award winning author
School Library Journal starred reviews
Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Walk Two Moons

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.
X The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

Required adjustments: The committee makes the recommendation for this book to be removed from
use in the classroom. Replacement text and lessons will be provided for teachers by the WCS
Teaching, Learning and Assessment department.
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Walk Two Moons

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

74

The story is graphic and depressing written from a woman who lost her mother to process her
grief (4t graders are not at the capacity to understand where the story came from, to also deal
with the adult depth within this story), and overall the amount of quotes below indicate the
story as whole should be removed. “Ms. Partridge with her dress above her knees, seeing up her
skirt”, Ch. 12 “smoking pipe”, Ch.15 snake bite (gory details, snake bite is relevant but the
details aren’t necessary. Ch. 17 brownies, “I'm fat”. Ch. 18 ways 3 sons died
(tractor/skiing/river). Ch. 19 “hacking up her husband”, the drawing in the margin/hanging. Ch.
22 Rabbit heart stopped, looking for blood stains and hair/chopped up body parts/body parts in
freezer, Ch. 23 entire chapter/still birth-relevant maybe...she had a baby too early and it died;
however keep it simple. Ch. 24 egg man. Ch. 26 brain tumor/drew phoebe with rope around her
neck/hanging in tree. Ch. 27 Ms. Cadaver killed mother and chopped her up. Ch. 33
symbols/tree- “sex”-mentioned several times. Ch. 35 Fears of crashing, having an accident. Ch.
36 at the dorm door “slit our throats”, Ch. 41 egg man. Ch. 41 details of Gram dying at the
hospital. Ch. 42 bus wreck details, flipping, etc.

Page 10: A thick, gnarled cane with a handle carved in the shape of a cobra's head lay across her
knees Her purple dress had slipped up over her bony knees, which were spread apart, and, |
hate to say it, you could see right up her skirt. (Number denotes page number of weblink--not
paperback)

Page 76: Later, when | was doing my homework, | found myself doodling in the margin of my
English book. | had drawn a figure of a woman with wild hair and evil eyes and a rope around
her neck. | drew a tree, fastened the rope to it, and hung her. (Number denotes page number of
weblink--not paperback)

Page 98: When the doctor carried the baby out of the room, | asked to see it. It had a pale,
bluish tinge and there were marks on its neck where the umbilical cord had strangled it. 'It might
have been dead for hours,' the doctor told my father. 'l just can't say exactly. (Number denotes
page number of weblink--not paperback)

Page 99: The fear of losing a parent is transferred to the reader by “...if your mother left, it
would be something that mattered in the whole course of your lifetime.” (Number denotes page
number of weblink--not paperback)

Page 111: In my book was a picture of a tree. | drew a round head with curly hair, put a rope
around the neck, and attached it to that tree. (Number denotes page number of weblink--not
paperback)

Page 118: My mother, my father and | all seemed fine and happy at our house until the baby
died. Could you say that the baby died, since it had never breathed? Did its birth and death
occur at the same moment? Could you die before you were born? (Number denotes page
number of weblink--not paperback)

Page 167: there is an unnecessary slap at historical monuments when the narrator sees Mr.
Rushmore. As she views the Rushmore monument to presidents, totally missing that it is to
honor those who have been presidents, she says, “I’'ve got nothing against the president, but
you’d think the Sioux would be mighty sad to have those white faces carved into their sacred



hill. I bet my mother was upset. | wondered why whoever carved them couldn’t have put a
couple Indians up there too.” (Number denotes page number of weblink--not paperback)

e Page 172: | started wondering if Gram's snake bite had anything to do with her stroke, and then
| wondered if Gramps felt guilty for whizzing off the highway and stopping at that river. If we
hadn't gone to that river, Gram would never have been bitten by that snake. And then | started
thinking about my mother's stillborn baby and maybe if | hadn't climbed that tree and if my
mother hadn't carried me, maybe the baby would have lived and my mother never would have
gone away, and everything would still be as it used to be. (Number denotes page number of
weblink--not paperback)

e Walk Two Moons may be appropriate for an older student but it’s too upsetting for a nine or 10-
year-old. The author admits in the end note that she wrote it after the death of her own mother
and used it to assuage her grief. That is evident in the narration of this child whose mother
deserts her and, we learn later, dies, whose friend’s mother also deserts her and returns with an
illegitimate child, whose grandmother becomes increasingly sicker and dies on a trip searching
for the narrator’s mother!! So sad that even | as an adult was affected emotionally! (Number
denotes page number of weblink--not paperback)

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the book was age inappropriate for several
reasons including “stick figures hanging, cursing and miscarriage, hysterectomy/stillborn
and screaming during labor”. It was stated we should “continue to let children have
their innocence”. It was stated “we are not sending kids to learn about social justice”
and the topics “need to be taught in the home”. It was stated there are three separate
warnings about the emotional content of the text.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee has reached the conclusion that Walk Two Moons should not be taught in the fourth
grade in the fourth quarter in WCS classroomes. It is essential to note this is not a value judgement of
the book or its connection to the curriculum. The committee makes note the book has great merit.
The determination was taken very seriously by the committee after much consideration of a variety of
factors. The repetitive nature of the emotionally weighted topics throughout the book, the emotional
resonation of the text being extremely high, and overall concern with the timing being the end of the
school year all give the committee great concern. These factors greatly influence the manner in which
the book should be taught. There is concern that the instruction cannot be met with the justice it
deserves to ensure a positive, thorough learning experience for students. The committee spent
considerable time considering adjustments that could be made to the text but found that any
recommendation suggested, would influence the value and integrity of the book. It is important to
note that this recommendation is not a statement of WCS teachers being able to teach this book
adequately and in a manner that would be of benefit to students. Certainly, they have demonstrated
with prior instructional experiences with this book that they can. It is a combination of multiple
factors that led the committee to this conclusion.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Newbery Medal, 1995
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Understanding Greek Myths

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments

76



Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Understanding Greek Myths

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e This book explicitly details cannibalism (eating children).

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the “photographs are distracting to
students”. There were stated concerns about “cannibalism, sex, breasts and
beheading”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

It is important to note that the use of this text is as a reference text rather than being read in full. The
book is referenced in lessons 1-8 and 12 and 13. The committee finds the book to be highly
informative. The cannibalism reference is related specifically to "cannibalism in myths!" in a small box
within the main text. There is not a focus in the lesson on cannibalism. The committee does not share
the concerns presented by the complainants.

Noteworthy accomplishments:

— Newbery Medal, 1995
— Largely positive online reviews from readers
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Pushing Up the Sky: Native American Plays for Children

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with

curriculum? recommended
adjustments

...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with

value? recommended
adjustments

...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use

content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:
X The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.
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The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments



Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Pushing Up the Sky: Native American Plays for Children

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Native American Parables (i.e., The reason for seasons, how the possum got its tail and plays
dead, the origin of the mosquito etc.)

e Includes "The Cannibal Monster"- which is scary and turns into the explanation of
mosquitoes.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The theme of this module is Myth Making. This text is a cultural representation of a particular tale
about community. The committee did not reach the same conclusion of the complainants that it is a

story specifically about cannibalism. It is important to note the book is used as a reference and is not
read in its entirety.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Booklist starred reviews
— School Library Journal starred reviews
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Gifts from the Gods: Ancient Words and Wisdom from

Greek and Roman Mythology

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with

curriculum? recommended
adjustments

...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with

value? recommended
adjustments

...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use

content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:
X The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.
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Fourth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: Gifts from the Gods: Ancient Words and Wisdom from Greek
and Roman Mythology

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Graphic and scary pictures and stories

e Page 28: lllustration they have blood dripping from eyes, snakes for hair, very dark-
story is also somewhat scary

e Page 34: lllustration of a demon

e Page 37: illustration of the goddess Venus naked coming out of the ocean

e Page 50: Scary illustration

e Page 76: Story of Tantalus and how he cooks up, serves, and eats his son.

e Complainants stated during the hearing there are “scary, mean faces and pictures”, the
books “sets up doubts related to faith and religion”, and there is reference to “cooking
up and slicing of children”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The theme of this module is Myth Making. The end of module task is "what can we learn from reading
myths and stories?" For students to be successful in this task, myths must be read because students
must use text-based evidence. Pages 28 and 34 are not used in the classroom. It is important to note
the book is used as a resource and not read in its entirety.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Award winning author and illustrator
— School Library Journal starred reviews
— Publishers Weekly starred reviews
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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FIFTH GRADE Book Outcomes

QUARTER ONE — Cultures in Conflict
Thunder Rolling in the Mountains

QUARTER THREE — A War Between Us
The River Between Us

QUARTER FOUR — Breaking Barriers
We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
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Fifth Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Thunder Rolling in the Mountains

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Fifth Grade, Quarter One

BOOK TITLE: Thunder Rolling in the Mountains

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e This book was overall dark and dismal. The entire book is filled with war, killing and blood and
graphic images. Throughout the book, it painted white people as "bad" or "evil" or "couldn't
be trusted".

e Violent, graphic killing, dark and sad. This book was overall dark and dismal. The entire book is
filled with war, killing and blood and graphic images. Throughout the book, it painted white
people as “bad” or “evil” or “couldn’t be trusted.”

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the book has “graphic violence”, the book “is all
about the Native Americans—it seems one-sided”, “it does not show conflict between tribes”,
there are “suicidal thoughts”, and “graphic scenes of the battles.”

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee concludes that a significant amount of historical research is evident throughout the
text. The book had a balanced vantage point—both “sides” are represented in the book. The book
does not place value judgements or indicate that one side is in the right. The committee acknowledges
that the book is inherently heavy content—the graphic detail is not excessive, however. It is important
to note the point of view of the text is that of the Native American perspective. There is an elevated
level of vocabulary in the book which contributes to the rigor of the text. It is reported that student
engagement in the building has been high with this text.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Newbery Medal-winning author
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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BOOK TITLE: The River Between Us

Does the text...

Fifth Grade, Quarter Three

content?

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use

with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

The text is recommended to be used.

The text is recommended to be removed from use.

X The text is recommended to use with the following

instructional adjustments

Required adjustments: Teachers should utilize the adjustments that are required through the WCS
Teaching, Learning, and Assessment department. All WCS Literacy coaches will receive professional
learning opportunities that will be shared with the building teachers who will be teaching this novel.
TLA has created guidance for those teaching this novel. The document provides specific adjustments
to the text, omission of specific vocabulary words, offers specific instructional reminders to students,
and describes in depth significant modifications to the teacher edition exercises. The removal of
instructional activities offers additional time. This time will be used to extend student knowledge of
how the Civil War impacted women and children.
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Fifth Grade, Quarter Three

BOOK TITLE: The River Between Us

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

The entire book has a context of extremely dark and age-inappropriate topics, filled with
war, killing, blood, and graphic images. Topics include death visions, death,
drunkenness, quadroons, out of marriage families between white men and black
women, sensuality. Again, in violation of the recent bill passed of blaming or creating
one race as at fault, this book painted white people as “bad” or “evil” or “couldn’t be
trusted.”

This book is well beyond the foundational age of a 10—11-year-old. Mature and graphic
content. This book was overall dark and dismal. The entire book is filled with war, killing
and blood and graphic images. Throughout the book, it painted white people as "bad" or
"evil" or "couldn't be trusted.

Complainants stated during the hearing that the book has mature topics discussed such
as “placage and promiscuity”, the book “normalizes something that goes against our
values” and “it is not the place of the school” to teach, the book “is not historically
accurate”, there is a “description of death”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

In the spring of 2021, an internal committee was created to review this novel. This internal committee
included diverse representation in race, position (including community members, educators and an
historian), and experience in education. The group determined the novel was acceptable and created
the adjustments to the instruction and teacher edition activities referenced in the required
adjustments text box above. After in-depth conversation with the WCS Teaching, Learning, and
Assessment department and in-depth review of the internal committee’s work on this text during the
2020-2021 school year, the reconsideration committee concludes that, with the required actions
listed above, the text supports the learning targets and standards it intends to. The committee
acknowledges that while there is specific mature content included in the book it is not highlighted in a
manner that is inappropriate for student learning.
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Fifth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball

Does the text...

...support the Yes No Yes, use with
curriculum? recommended
adjustments
...have strength and | Yes No Yes, use with
value? recommended
adjustments
...have objectionable | Yes No Potentially, use
content? with adjustments

Conclusion of the Committee:

X The text is recommended to be used.
The text is recommended to be removed from use.

The text is recommended to use with the following
instructional adjustments
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Fifth Grade, Quarter Four

BOOK TITLE: We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball

Concern(s) expressed by complainant(s):

e Although history may include these facts the use of a story verse education through
history are two different approaches, history should directly teach the facts, a book or
story has subjective implications which lead a reader to be swayed (like social or news
media) in that context the discussion of “being hanged” and referencing the “N” word is
inappropriate as a curriculum book as there are a PLETHORA of more appropriate
choices.

e Complainants stated during the hearing that the book is “dark stuff”, it is “drawing on
the negative of the past, not the progress”, concern about “the n-word” was shared,
and that the content is “mature”.

Conclusion of the Committee:

The committee determines the book has significant historical research presented throughout the text.
The theme of the module is Breaking Barriers, and this book makes a strong connection to that
theme. The text offers significant stories, elements, and illustrations to create academic success for
the end of module tasks for all students. The committee concludes this is an age-appropriate text and
meets the learning standards it intends to. The N-word is referenced in the book in a chapter about
exhibition games travelling through the South and personal experiences players had in these times.
The word is not spelled out but rather used in the following manner “...N-I-G-... etc.” to share the
story of a person who made a cake with this type of writing on it. A footnote is cited in the Endnotes
of the book and directly references a book with profiles of top players in the Negro League. The
committee finds value in the personal, historical perspective this offers to students and its connection
to the module being studied.

Noteworthy accomplishments:
— Casey Award, 2008
— Coretta Scott King Author Award, 2009
— Sibert Medal winner, 2009
— Overwhelmingly positive online reviews from readers
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Section III: Teacher Edition Review
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Teacher Edition OUECOMES.......ouiuiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i page 93 ~ 113
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Teacher Edition Review

Teacher Edition Overview

The document presented by multiple complainants was directly related to the Teacher
Editions used in the state of Florida not the state of Tennessee. The committee used state of
Tennessee Teacher Editions for reviewing concerns. Based on the review conducted it was
evident to the committee that the state of Florida and the state of Tennessee manuals are
not the same.

The committee did the review to the best of their ability while working to ensure the
concerns presented were reviewed adequately. This was completed despite not always
having an exact match through the page or lesson referenced in the document submitted by
complainants.

Teacher Edition Description

The Teacher Edition is the key resource (both in text and online) for teachers to use to
prepare for the lessons they will be teaching. Each Teacher Edition is framed in the same
manner and includes the following parts for each module:

e Module Summary
o A short narrative summarizing the module. This summary anchors the
teacher in the entirety of the unit of study.
e Essential Questions
o This is the guiding question that frames the unit of study. The intention is
to spark further questions and development of understanding.
e Suggested Student Understandings
o The Understandings are typically five statements that students should
grasp conceptually by the end of the module.
e Texts
o Wit and Wisdom uses two types of texts—the Core texts and the
Supplementary texts.
= Core texts are either Informational or Literary and may
include picture books, novels, short stories, scientific texts, drama,
historical accounts
= Supplementary texts vary greatly and may include but not limited
to articles (informational), artwork, videos, websites, poetry,
biographies, songs, photographs
e Module Learning Goals
o The module learning goals are broken into five essential components for
maximizing learning through the curriculum. These are the targets of the
learning students will experience throughout the module.
= Knowledge Goals
e Actions related to this goal: Explain, gain information, recognize,
understand
= Reading Goals
e Actions related to this goal: Determine, build knowledge of
literary devices, identify, recognize, compare and contrast
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= Writing Goals
e Actions related to this goal: Write, produce works, write opinion
works, write narrative text, organize text evidence to use in writing
= Speaking and Listening Goals
e Actions related to this goal: Engage in collaborative discussions,
determine the main idea of visuals, speak with peers, gather
information about a topic and ask/answer questions
= lLanguage Goals
e Actions related to this goal: Determine meaning of new
words, explain the functions of specific words and their
functions, distinguish shades of meaning
Module in Context
o This section uses the specific goal areas above to intentionally
connect all the previous or future learning that has or will happen in the
grade level. An essential component of the curriculum is that it takes a
layered approach to learning—building consistently and incorporating
standards and topics in a reoccurring manner.
Standards
o These are the items that succinctly outline what students should know
and be able to do because of the teaching and learning in the module
o Examples include reading literature, reading informational text, writing,
speaking, and listening, language
Major Assessments
o Each module has assessment of learning that students work toward
throughout the entire module. These assessments are explicitly connected to
learning standards.
o Examples include writing multiple-paragraph essays, reading and answer
text related questions, Socratic seminars, creating websites
Module Map
o The map offers the teacher succinct guidance for the lesson including
the specific texts involved, the guiding questions, and learning goals for the
lesson



Teacher Edition Key

It is essential to the review of the Teacher Editions to understand the symbolism and specific
recommendations and requirements in the instruction. Below are specific areas the
committee concluded there was confusion related to the concerns presented. To create
understanding, the explanation for each part of the Teacher Edition is below.

Resources Used in the Teacher Edition

Extension

Tools offered for how to vary learning tasks for
those who already have well-developed skills, or to
extend learning for students who seek an additional
challenge.

Italic font

Used to give teacher possible student answers.
\While there are suggestions provided that may
arise in the classroom, teachers are not expected to
get those answers from students or to force or
guide instruction to receive these answers from
students

Parent Tip Sheet

An available resource for each unit that includes all
texts being used (books, video, paintings),
questions the class will be asking, questions parents
can ask at home, books that can be read at home,
places that can be visited to extend the learning
beyond the classroom

Scaffold

Tools offered to teachers to assist all students
(students with disabilities, English language
learners, reluctant readers who may not be reading
on grade level) in accessing grade level curriculum.
These are specific tools that assist the teacher with
differentiation or remediation

Teacher note

Specific instructional communication to teacher.
May include suggestions to maintain pacing,
strategically offer predictions of places students
may struggle, offer background knowledge that
may be needed to give additional guidance to
students and places to get additional resources in
the teacher edition

Teacher Edition Outcomes

The outcome for each concern presented by complainants are below. The organization of this
section is by module and grade level. All concerns are in the order they would be found in the

Teacher Editions.

92




Teacher Edition Outcomes Module 1

its entirety is too advanced for Kindergarteners. This module is teaching the kids how to analyze text
and how to find evidence in a text to back up information you learned from it. It has them creating a
journal, evidence charts, annotating, citing text in their responses, using checklists to asses their
writing (self evaluations) , and participating in Socratic seminars.

It also has them analyzing paintings which seems not age appropriate either.

It repeatedly uses the word "prompt" like they are in junior high getting ready to write an essay.
Most activities are group focused (probably to foster a communist mentality of the group being
more important than the self). They rarely do any work themselves. Some seem too advanced such
as having the kids partner off and read a book and collect evidence from the text. *Aren't
Kindergarteners barely learning to read?* They also create mini books in groups to show
understanding of the concepts they are learning. Too much focus on group projects in my opinion.

It also uses Equity Sticks and has a strange emphasis on non-verbal communication. For example
when someone wants to talk they put their hand on their head and when someone else is talking the
kids are supposed to point at their ears. They also do thumbs up or thumbs down instead of saying
yes and no.

| find it highly concerning that when "Rap a Tap Tap" is read the Great Depression, Race Issues, and
the Harlem Renaissance are brought up during the lesson. Completely not age appropriate.
Kindergarteners are not going to understand the historical complexities of this nor should they.

g Q:. Page or lesson
g 3 number(s): Concerns: Committee Response:
=
K |1 198 Create a Graffiti Wall Activity (teaching kids that Graffiti is something positive is wrong) Module 1 in |The committee does not find that the module is too advanced for

kindergarteners. The committee concludes the rigor is acceptable and
the tasks being taught are being taught with age-appropriate
expectations. The word “prompt” is consistently used in WCS and
throughout the country to reference writing prompts. Random selection
of students in the classroom is an appropriate teaching strategy to
ensure volunteers and non-volunteers are engaged in the classroom.
Teachers use a variety of tools to accomplish this including but not
limited to sticks with student names on them (“equity sticks”). Teachers
are evaluated on the engagement of volunteers and non-volunteers in
every lesson. This occurs in their TEAM evaluation framework created
and supported by TDOE. Classroom teachers use a wide variety of
instructional grouping (individual, partner, small group) throughout all
lessons to support student engagement and increase instructional
value. Many activities in the kindergarten classroom are group based to
support student learning and community building in the classroom. It is
not a strategy used to foster a communist mentality of the group being
more important than self.
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analyze text and how to find evidence in a text to back up information you learned from it. It has
them creating a journal, evidence charts, annotating, citing text in their responses, using checklists to
asses their writing (self evaluations) , and participating in Socratic seminars.

It also has them analyzing paintings which seems not age appropriate either.

It repeatedly uses the word "prompt" like they are in junior high getting ready to write an essay.
Most activities are group focused (probably to foster a communist mentality of the group being
more important than the self). They rarely do any work themselves. Some seem too advanced such
as having the kids partner off and read a book and collect evidence from the text. *Aren't
Kindergarteners barely learning to read?* They also create mini books in groups to show
understanding of the concepts they are learning. Too much focus on group projects in my opinion.

It also uses Equity Sticks and has a strange emphasis on non-verbal communication. For example
when someone wants to talk they put their hand on their head and when someone else is talking the
kids are supposed to point at their ears. They also do thumbs up or thumbs down instead of saying
yes and no.

| find it highly concerning that when "Rap a Tap Tap" is read the Great Depression, Race Issues, and
the Harlem Renaissance are brought up during the lesson. Completely not age appropriate.
Kindergarteners are not going to understand the historical complexities of this nor should they.

g Q:. Page or lesson
g 3 number(s): Concerns: Committee Response:
=
K |1 206 Module 1 in its entirety is too advanced for Kindergarteners. This module is teaching the kids how to | The committee does not find that the module is too advanced for

kindergarteners. The committee concludes the rigor is acceptable and
the tasks being taught are being taught with age-appropriate
expectations. The word “prompt” is consistently used in WCS and
throughout the country to reference writing prompts. Random selection
of students in the classroom is an appropriate teaching strategy to
ensure volunteers and non-volunteers are engaged in the classroom.
Teachers use a variety of tools to accomplish this including but not
limited to sticks with student names on them (“equity sticks”). Teachers
are evaluated on the engagement of volunteers and non-volunteers in
every lesson. This occurs in their TEAM evaluation framework created
and supported by TDOE. Classroom teachers use a wide variety of
instructional grouping (individual, partner, small group) throughout all
lessons to support student engagement and increase instructional
value. Many activities in the kindergarten classroom are group based to
support student learning and community building in the classroom. It is
not a strategy used to foster a communist mentality of the group being
more important than self.
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that more than 40% of the ocean has been severely affected and no area has been left untouched.
Consequently, humanity is losing the food, jobs, and critical environmental services that a healthy
ocean generates." (my thoughts- This starts climate change activism at age 8 telling poor children
that we will

possibly run of food and jobs, etc. Man=bad, unless we do something.

g Q:. Page or lesson
g 3 number(s): Concerns: Committee Response:
=
K |1 307 Module 1 in its entirety is too advanced for Kindergarteners. This module is teaching the kids how to [The committee does not find that the module is too advanced for
analyze text and how to find evidence in a text to back up information you learned from it. It has kindergarteners. The committee concludes the rigor is acceptable and
them creating a journal, evidence charts, annotating, citing text in their responses, using checklists to|the tasks being taught are being taught with age-appropriate
asses their writing (self evaluations) , and participating in Socratic seminars. expectations. The word “prompt” is consistently used in WCS and
It also has them analyzing paintings which seems not age appropriate either. throughout the country to reference writing prompts. Random selection
It repeatedly uses the word "prompt" like they are in junior high getting ready to write an essay. of students in the classroom is an appropriate teaching strategy to
Most activities are group focused (probably to foster a communist mentality of the group being ensure volunteers and non-volunteers are engaged in the classroom.
more important than the self). They rarely do any work themselves. Some seem too advanced such [Teachers use a variety of tools to accomplish this including but not
as having the kids partner off and read a book and collect evidence from the text. *Aren't limited to sticks with student names on them (“equity sticks”). Teachers
Kindergarteners barely learning to read?* They also create mini books in groups to show are evaluated on the engagement of volunteers and non-volunteers in
understanding of the concepts they are learning. Too much focus on group projects in my opinion. |every lesson. This occurs in their TEAM evaluation framework created
It also uses Equity Sticks and has a strange emphasis on non-verbal communication. For example and supported by TDOE. Classroom teachers use a wide variety of
when someone wants to talk they put their hand on their head and when someone else is talking the|instructional grouping (individual, partner, small group) throughout all
kids are supposed to point at their ears. They also do thumbs up or thumbs down instead of saying |lessons to support student engagement and increase instructional
yes and no. value. Many activities in the kindergarten classroom are group based to
| find it highly concerning that when "Rap a Tap Tap" is read the Great Depression, Race Issues, and [support student learning and community building in the classroom. It is
the Harlem Renaissance are brought up during the lesson. Completely not age appropriate. not a strategy used to foster a communist mentality of the group being
Kindergarteners are not going to understand the historical complexities of this nor should they. more important than self.
K |1 322 Talking about race issues The committee is unsure of the context of this concern.
2 (1 It’s all about changing seasons & Chamaeleon The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.
311 299 teacher instructed to define "wicked" as bad or evil. the context in which the word is used should be [The committee concludes the use of the word “evil” is acceptable at
defined to first graders as "mean". The word Evil is being over dramatic for this book. third grade. The concern notes it is first grade in the concern section but
that does not correlate with the grade and module provided.
311 285 "I see the words "Blood" and "thirsty", so bloodthirsty might mean, "eager to drink blood." WTH The committee does not understand the exact concern, however,
concludes the use of the word “blood” and “thirsty” is acceptable.
311 326 There is a "take a stand" activity. Although not bad, there is no question that this is ACTIVISM 101. |The committee does not share the concern of the complainants and
does not conclude that a “take a stand” activity is related to Activism
101.
311 307 CA The committee does not understand this concern.
311 141 "Why the Ocean Matters) Climate change is mentioned "The treats to the ocean are SO extensive The committee does not share the concern of the complainants and

does not conclude that mentioning climate change in the context of the
lesson creates climate change activism.
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311 231 Jacques Cousteau staters that the ocean is important to us and we need to protect it. (WE don't The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.
need to protect it. God made the earth- we care for it, not protect it. It doesn't need protecting. We
protect children, we care for the earth by being respectful. Statements like this take away from the
deity and power of an all powerful creator and slaps us with needing to protect HIS work. Biblically,
it doesn't work that way.

411 333 The assignment is pushing for students to see the teacher as heroic in "Love My Dog. " While the The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.
teacher worked with Jack to learn to write poems, even though he didn't like to, isn't that her job?

411 The text Love That Dog has stanzas that are the following: "And the other side in the cages get killed |The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.

dead if nobody chooses them."

The poem "Love that Dog" focuses on how much he loves his dog, but then turns around and talks
about how it was hit by a car. Earlier in the next when he picked out his dog at the shelter, he talks
about how all the other dogs will be killed if not picked. My concern is that if we are trying to avoid
trauma in our kids, what if a child who had to bring their animal to the shelter read this? Or, what if a
child's family pet just died? How is that child going to feel? Do we really want them dissecting this in
the first 9 weeks of school?
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g g Page or lesson _
g § number(s): Concerns: Committee Response:
1 Lessons 15-20 repeated emphasis on mating process and male sea horses giving birth The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.
1 Lessons 21-31 focus on scary and dangerous animals hurting and killing people The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.
One theme in the teacher manual is... Does what you say/think link to what someone else says? Emphasis on "group think" The committee is unsure of the specific areas of concern in the Teacher Edition however,
"group thought" not individual thought or to think for yourself. Not to think but what to think. Discourages creativity and a general purpose of the lesson is to “examine explaining” and focuses on “Speaking and
diversity of thought. Listening Development and Process”. The committee concludes is appropriate for
"my comments showed that | can recount what others say" repeated throughout as a repetitive writing/participation exercise. [students to understand the impact of their language on others. Additionally, the rubric
3 29,53, 57,59 Question use of anti-church book Starry Messenger Galileo Galileo by Peter Sis as (one of two books) use for module focus. uses six statements that begin with “I” leading the committee to the conclusion that
“group think” or removal of individual thought is not the purpose of the lessons.
Lessons 1-12 Book Starry Messenger, Peter Sis - Concern re: pushing an agenda with a provided script for student response as |In reviewing the lessons indicated in the concerns, the committee reaches a different
well as a point of view detailed and outlined. Discourages individual thought. conclusion than the complainants. The committee does not find biased conjecture,
Unfounded conjecture throughout w a common bias. No cultural context or balanced perspective. diffusion of individual thought, a specific agenda being pushed or that the lessons are anti-
Lesson 6 Negative focus with speculation that is not found in book or passage church. The committee notes the importance of recalling that the teacher manual does
3 88 not require every word to be spoken aloud. There are suggestions that are simply
suggestions that students may individually offer when expressing their own thoughts,
opinions and responses using text citation.
Lessons 1-12 Book Starry Messenger, Peter Sis - Concern re: pushing an agenda with a provided script for student response as [In reviewing the lessons indicated in the concerns, the committee reaches a different
well as a point of view detailed and outlined. Discourages individual thought. conclusion than the complainants. The committee does not find biased conjecture,
Unfounded conjecture throughout w a common bias. No cultural context or balanced perspective. diffusion of individual thought, a specific agenda being pushed or that the lessons are anti-
Lesson 6 Giving teacher a script for what students should be saying/thinking. Pushes an agenda and discourages individual church. The committee notes the importance of recalling that the teacher manual does
3 90 thought. Unfounded rhetoric and inappropriate for 3rd grade (8yrs old) not require every word to be spoken aloud. There are suggestions that are simply
suggestions that students may individually offer when expressing their own thoughts,
opinions and responses using text citation.
Lessons 1-12 Book Starry Messenger, Peter Sis - Concern re: pushing an agenda with a provided script for student response as [The committee notes the importance of recalling that the teacher manual does not
well as a point of view detailed and outlined. Discourages individual thought. require every word to be spoken aloud. There are suggestions that are simply suggestions
Unfounded conjecture throughout w a common bias. No cultural context or balanced perspective. that students may individually offer when expressing their own thoughts, opinions and
Lesson 7 Biased opinion in "teachers note" Negative ideas about church and its influence, biased and anti-church. responses using text citation. The committee does not find the teacher note being
3 101 Inappropriate rhetoric for 8 yr olds. None of which is supported by actual text in assigned book. References should remain referenced in the specific lesson referenced.
contextual to book and neutral.
Lesson 10 Teacher script gives cause-and-effect example as necessary doubting of tradition in order to achieve Galileo's The citation referenced is accurately stated on the document of concerns, however the
success in new findings. committee reaches the conclusion that the use of the words “students may notice...” for
This is conjecture - nothing in book Starry Messenger states this was Galileo's motivation. the three different sections (Knowledge of the World, Knowledge of Ideas, Knowledge of
3 139 Can not build teaching regarding cause-and-effect on rhetoric. Should be stated in text students are reading. Skills) makes clear to the teacher that these are possible answers to the questions that
will be used in the Knowledge Journals. There is no expectation that these are the
answers provided by students. Biased rhetoric is not observed by the committee.
Lesson 11 Entire page is bulleted points naming "Students may notice the following contributions to their Knowledge of the The citation referenced is accurately stated on the document of concerns, however the
World:" included are committee reaches the conclusion that the use of the words “students may notice...” for
"Galileo was arrested for teaching something against the pope" the three different sections (Knowledge of the World, Knowledge of Ideas, Knowledge of
"Traditional beliefs are hard to let go of, even when they are proven untrue. People at time of Galileo 'did not doubt wonder' |[Skills) makes clear to the teacher that these are possible answers to the questions that
if traditional teachings about earth and sun were true and even when Galileo showed them what he saw through his will be used in the Knowledge Journals. There is no expectation that these are the
3 156 telescope, they would not believe him." None of this is in the book. This is all biased rhetoric. Further this is designed to guide|answers provided by students. The committee does not reach the same conclusion that

students into thinking certain thoughts. The true assignment is to notice what they read and garner from the assigned
reading.

This is designed to think something specific and biased.

Students should be able to make their own observations for their "Knowledge of the World"

students are being guided to have on particular viewpoint throughout the module.
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Lesson 12 As a group the class is asked to set up 4 sections for their Knowledge Journals; Knowledge of the World, Knowledge |The committee concludes the use of the journals is for students to write their own
of Ideas, Knowledge of Skills, and Reflections. Why are FACTS not included? reflection in the specific areas provided. The answers in each of the sections is specific to
"...the Knowledge Journal is where we place our most important learning." their own learning. The journal may be used to note their understanding, new learning,
This is misguided. Evidence and Facts are important. So is cultural context and the balance of ideas. As well as balance of reflections on concepts, or questions. The committee does not find statements related to
perspective. Children at 8yrs old should not be led through a series of biased conjecture limited in perspective. Taught lesson [the historical influence of the church.
3 172 upon lesson where the teachers manual guides students into one particular viewpoint throughout a quarter and then places
the most emphasis on these findings vs. actual history taught in context. The whole perspective and balance should be
highlighted. Not simply the negative. There is more evidence of all the good the churches influence has had in history and that
should be equally represented.
3 126 Lesson 9 Promoting the idea that "tradition" does not co-exist w "Science" Untrue. Another "possible student response" The committee notes the provided suggestions are simply suggestions that students may
Unnecessary, students should be able to reflect and provide observations without a biased script. individually offer when expressing their own thoughts, opinions, and responses using text
citation. Students are encouraged to reflect and provide their own observations.
Again "students may respond" Promoting idea that science and tradition are opposites and we value Science above Tradition. [The committee notes the provided suggestions are simply suggestions that students may
This is conjecture. Further Galileo based many of his findings on previous Scientist and Astronomers, Science of his day. These |individually offer when expressing their own thoughts, opinions, and responses using text
were the ideas of the church. They are not anti-science. Putting a hyper-value on Science might give students a confusing view |citation. The committee does not share the perspective that there is value of Science over
3 127 of faith, something you can not see but you believe as Truth. Tradition through the lesson.
Lesson 9 "Look for the following success criteria:" Success=Question Tradition Falsely promotes questioning all tradition. The exercise where students identify the meaning of the book is directly related to the
Tradition in this context is The Church. Religion and specifically Catholicism. Students should be encouraged to use text to learning standards. The committee reaches a different conclusion that the complainants
support ideas. If that is done they have accomplished goal of assignment. This is the job of the teacher. Under heading "Next |regarding students working collaboratively. The committee concludes students working in
Steps" there is an item that references a concluding paragraph that the class writes collaboratively. Why are the students pairs or in small groups does not create a group-think mentality or remove original or
asked to collaborate on an idea that is identifying an "essential meaning" of the book? This leads to a group think mentality individual thoughts and, in fact, values collaborative student engagement when
3 130 with no room for original or individual thought. Further the teacher manual has already force fed the line of thinking that the |appropriate as determined by the teacher.
main idea in the book is bucking tradition and only then is success achieved.
Further, Science is valued more than tradition a negative outlook on The Church and its beliefs, and inaccurate conjecture on
historical context.
Lesson 9 Inaccurate definition of the word Influence (this is a content and vocabulary deep dive) as "Unfair use of power that |The committee does not find the three definitions offered for the word “influence” as
can change events" Poor example of the word influence..." A celebrity's power over fashion" These are 8yr olds. They don't erroneous based on references beyond the Teacher Edition. Additionally, there are three
know or are not greatly exposed to celebrities. examples provided: “a parent’s influence over a child”, “a celebrity’s power over fashion”,
3 132 and “an advertisement’s control over what we buy”. The committee finds these to be
relatable and age appropriate.
Lesson 9 The word is Believed. Why are they using the past tense of this word to define? Defined as "Held as true something [The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. Defining the word in the
that cannot be proven" Again this is inaccurate and also continues the theme that only what is seen or relegated to science is |past tense is an acceptable practice.
3 133 true. Anything else aka belief is false or should be questioned. Examples are then given in the present tense? "Can you believe
his crazy story?"
3 134 Lesson 9 Pure conjecture. (see manual for quote and picture) The committee does not understand this statement.
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regarding Hatchet, they request the students to delve deep in to the panic, fear, and feelings the main character has about the [The committee concludes that the rigor provided in the lesson is fourth grade

plane crash, the secret of his parents divorce, and why he's angry at his mom. They are constantly pushing how he needs to appropriate. Additionally, the assignment referenced is sent home to be read is a fluency
change, adapt, and how he overcomes many obstacles. While the learning points are great, the material to pull these literary |read—the intention of the exercise is to increase reader fluency which is an essential skill
concepts from could be greatly improved. .All Summer in a day and Hatchet are both dark books, that are asking childrento  |to reading comprehension.

identify with mean spiritedness, fear, panic, anger, and quite frankly, are just unnecessary to have them read. It asks the kids
to find where the text becomes tricky and for them to reread and find missing information. When we are still teaching them
190-193 literary concepts, why are we choosing texts that are tricky? They barely understand what these concepts are, let alone have
the capability to pick them out when they are obscure. They also send home assignments that require them to read passages
3 times each night. What is the point of that? Isn't that truly just a waste of time. That's 12 times in a week.
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Page or
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Committee Response:

[E

w | Module:

48

Lesson on WIND - reading about hurricanes and describing them as "deadly"

The committee does not share the concern of the complainants and
concludes that it is acceptable to teach about the dangers of hurricanes.

48

Use of the phrase "equity sticks" is being used to familiarize kids with the word
for future brain washing

The committee does not share the concern of the complainants and
concludes that it is acceptable to use the research-based strategy of calling on
volunteers and non-volunteers and utilizing sticks with student names on
them (“equity sticks”) is appropriate. Teachers are evaluated on the
engagement of volunteers and non-volunteers in every lesson. This occurs in
their TEAM evaluation framework created and supported by TDOE. The
committee does not conclude that the use of the strategy is being used to
familiarize kids with the word for future brainwashing.

64

Discussing hurricanes - teachers say "blows off roofs, destroys houses"
Concerns of causing fears for kids.

The committee does not share the concern of the complainants and
concludes that it is acceptable to teach about the dangers of hurricanes.
Teachers are continuously cognizant of not inciting fear in their students and
pay close attention to the emotional impact of any lesson. Additionally, the
answers provided in the teacher editions are sample statements that could
be used--not required to be used.

102

Assigns the story of a pet dying for 4 nights of reading practice. Death for 4
nights.

The committee recognizes the fluency exercise that is read for four nights to
increase fluency is about a dying pet, the committee does not find this to be
inappropriate based on the balance of positivity in the reading. There is
reminiscing about the pet. The combination of both offers an opportunity to
teach empathy to students. Additionally, there is a teacher note that reminds
the teacher “to use their own judgement and understanding of students’
needs to determine how to disperse this fluency practice.”

105

Of all the stories that can be used to study adjectives, this one is used.
Adjectives include: ashamed, embarrassed, guilty, afraid, humiliated and sorry.

The adjectives that are provided in the teacher editions are sample
statements that could be used—not required to be used. It explicitly states,
“for example”. The student responses are added directly to the Feelings
Word Anchor Chart the class is using to accomplish the learning goals.
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1 3 135 Depressing. They discuss in class and reading the story of a pet dying. Thisis [The committee recognizes the fluency exercise that is read for four nights to
also their fluency homework for every evening of the week. They are to read |increase fluency is about a dying pet, the committee does not find this to be
with the emotion sadness. inappropriate based on the balance of positivity in the reading. There is

reminiscing about the pet. The combination of both offers an opportunity to
teach empathy to students. Additionally, there is a teacher note that reminds
the teacher “to use their own judgement and understanding of students’
needs to determine how to disperse this fluency practice.”

1 3 147 Teacher instructing kids to read in a sad voice because they are reading the The committee does not share the concern of the complainants and
story about the pet dying concludes reading aloud with emotion is an acceptable educational practice

and has the ability to increase comprehension for students and to develop
their understanding of text based on context clues.

1 3 155-156 [Teaching "Shades of meaning" for sad. As a first grader, the extensive attention|While the committee does not share the concern of the complainants in their
to "feelings" for units 8-12 would be tough. Especially with all the focus on the |entirety, the “shades of meaning” lesson has been recommended to include
negative emotions. additional “positive” emotions. The Teacher Edition states explicitly “accept

all answers as long as they can be supported with text evidence.”

1 3 113-114 [Students are asked to focus on finding examples of sad and furious. Of all the  |While the committee does not share the concern of the complainants in their
adjectives available, the students are asked to look for the negative ones. entirety, it is recommended to include additional “positive” emotions

throughout the lesson.

1 3 303-304 |deep dive vocabulary - focusing on intensity of words unhappy to angry. While the committee does not share the concern of the complainants in their
Negative feelings entirety, it is recommended to include additional “positive” emotions

throughout the lesson.

1 3 309 class is discussing what happens in this part of the book and acting out scenes - |There is not an expectation that students choose the scene related to death.
including the main character almost giving up and dying Student choice is focused up here.

1 3 326 manual suggests filming kids acting out scenes from the book and letting This is an extension activity—not a part of the standard lesson that is taught.
another adult watch to provide feedback. Thisis ELA, not acting. And the
teacher should be able to know if the kids grasp the content.

2 3 See attachment The committee does not understand this concern.

2 3 3 Teacher explains that injustices and unfairness are not the same The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.
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2 3 4 A class volunteer reminds the class of what injustice means. The students are to [The activity described is an appropriate teaching model used to assist
write what they have learned in regards to the Civil Rights Movement, and also [students in accessing their background knowledge and develop their skills in
2 things that they want to learn more about it reading text. Additionally, it is of benefit to the student learning because

teachers can be more responsive to the requests of the students.

2 3 7 A photograph with a racial slur in the background is shown to class. In the While the teacher note does offer the teacher suggestions for how to address
novel, “Ruby Bridges Goes to School,” on pages 24 and 25, the teacher explains |the racial slur in the background, it also notes that students may or may not
what a racial slur is and that it is still being used today as a hate speak. The notice this word. Teachers are not directed to highlight the use of the word
children are to notice the power of language and how it causes pain. The Civil |used in the historic picture that is included in the text. It is not explicitly
Rights Movement is brought to the front of this lesson. introduced nor highlighted by instruction. The committee does not conclude

that the teacher note is incorrect or inappropriate, nor does it find the use of
the picture inappropriate in the classroom. The essential question is “how can
people respond to injustice”. To adequately understand this, students must
have understanding of the injustice being discussed in the text.

2 3 7 Again, the children are then to have a discussion. Teacher’s manual tells the The committee does not understand the citation of this concern. Expanded or
teacher not to have the children be representatives of their race gender or extended lessons do not occur in the common pacing in WCS classrooms.
creed and suggests inviting outside speakers or experts to come to the class for
expanded lessons . The children are then asked again to write three things they
learned about the Civil Rights Movement and two questions about Civil Rights
they want to learn more about. Then they are to give presentations about their
perspectives. Teacher is to be honest with the feelings they have on the
subjects and how it’s important to explore feelings and words and their impact
on language. If children are hesitant, it is suggested they use journaling or
submit an anonymous answer.

2 3 8 If students are struggling to generate observations and questions, the teacher is|The committee concludes there appears to be confusion over which

supposed to help them focus on a certain aspect of the photograph and direct
them to generate one question or observation about the little girl, one about

the men in the photograph, and one about the setting. This focus will support
students who feel overwhelmed by all that is going on in the photograph.

photograph is being used. The teacher edition references the cover
photograph of the teacher edition—not the photo with the racial slur in it.
The committee concludes the activity is appropriate.
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2 3 9 Teacher is to collaborate with students to develop a nonverbal signal for The use of non-verbal cues or hand-signals is common in today’s classroom.
injustice such as putting their hand over their heart. Students should signal The use of “accountable talk” includes hand signals to be used to move the
throughout the module as they hear examples of injustice. learning forward in a classroom. Students may use their hands to say “I

agree” with the comment a peer makes, or they may use a hand signal to let
the teacher know they need to use the restroom. The strategy is common
and effective in many K-12 classrooms.

2 3 9 Children are told again that the struggle for equal rights still continues today This is an extension activity—not a part of the standard lesson that is taught.
and teachers are to share regional stories or current events of injustice with the
class.

2 3 19 Wonder charts are introduced. Teachers are to ask various questions including: |The wonder chart is completely blank when introduced to students and is
why was there a law to keep black and white people apart and why did Martin [developed by them. It is entirely based on student wondering and noticing.
Luther King Jr. go to jail? The committee concludes this activity is appropriate.

2 3 25 The word REFUSE is highlighted in the lesson. Children are asked to gather The activity described is a vocabulary lesson. Drawing vocabulary words is a
word evidence to support the meaning of refuse. Teacher’s suggest “people longstanding strategy used to help students process words. Doing so allows a
were dragged out” to show they refused to leave. Children are then to draw student to experience the information visually, kinesthetically, and
stick figures with the word bubbles stating things that might be said at a protest|semantically. Additionally, when combined with the task of defining the
or stating words that might be used in a argument if someone refused to do words in their own language is a direct, immediate application of the learning
something. which is also a common method used to teach vocabulary. The committee

concludes this activity is appropriate.

2 3 32 A detailed list provided on why people marched to Washington to protest. The committee concludes that the list provided is both text-based and
historically accurate. The committee does not share the concern of the
complainants.

2 3 43 Teacher reminds children that they learned about Emancipation Proclamation [The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. The

in module two. committee concludes it is appropriate to remind students what they have
previously learned in the school year.

2 3 43 Teachers are to provide background knowledge on slavery and its connection [The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. The
to the Civil War. committee concludes it is appropriate to provide background knowledge

about topics that will assist students in their learning.
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2 3 43 Teachers are to prompt students to remember their discussion on This is an extension activity—not a part of the standard lesson that is taught.
Emancipation Proclamation where they learned about John Henry, a former
slave, in module two and reiterate that the Emancipation Proclamation is the
name for the order that President Lincoln gave that prompted an end to
slavery. Teachers are supposed to remind students that while President Lincoln
helped, he certainly was not the only person who brought the end of slavery. In
1963, black and whites still are not treated equally, so it’s still not just or fair.

2 3 44 Parts of a story line are explained (before and after) that even after Lincoln These are text-dependent questions meaning students must go directly
abolished slavery, things are still not just or fair. back to the text to show how they explain their answers. The committee

concludes this is an acceptable exercise.

2 3 45 Teachers and children are to reread curriculum to find specifics on injustices.  [The activity presented is a pair work learning activity. It is an instructional
Children are instructed there’s no need for them to have their own evidence option for the teacher to determine if a full group activity is needed as a
organizer and that the class will use a class organizer instead of an individual scaffold to the instruction. The committee determines this is an appropriate
one. decision for the teacher to make based on awareness of student need.

2 3 45 Children are instructed there’s no need for them to have their own evidence The activity presented is a pair work learning activity. It is an instructional
organizer and that the class will use a class organizer instead of an individual option for the teacher to determine if a full group activity is needed as a
one. scaffold to the instruction. The committee determines this is an appropriate

decision for the teacher to make based on awareness of student need.

2 3 49 Teacher reminds students about their use of nonverbal gestures. Teachers are [The use of non-verbal cues or hand-signals is common in today’s classroom.
to demonstrate and have students repeat hand motions that represent The use of “accountable talk” includes hand signals to be used to move the
integration and segregation (i.e., fingers and hands interlocked as integration |[learning forward in a classroom. Students may use their hands to say “I
and hands apart as segregation). agree” with the comment a peer makes, or they may use a hand signal to let

the teacher know they need to use the restroom. The strategy is common
and effective in many K-12 classrooms.

2 3 55 A class discussion on what makes a good protest song. The activity described in reinforcing the subject of main idea that is being
focused on in the curriculum. It is the element of a specific protest song; the
class is not focusing on protest songs in general. The song in this lesson
becomes the text or written word the students are learning the subject of
main idea through. The committee determines this is appropriately
connected to the curriculum.
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2 3 56 Children are asked “what injustice does the image show?” It encourages The activity described is reinforcing the vocabulary word “injustice”. The

students to look closely at this image and discuss how they know that it depicts |committee determines this is instructionally appropriate.
something unfair.
2 3 61 March to Washington is photographed and children are to imagine themselves |The activity described is not a required activity nor is it intended for all
in the photograph. learners. It is intended to be a tool in differentiation specifically for students
who have not mastered the standard through the auditory discussion. The
committee concludes this is appropriate and acceptable in the classroom and
trusts the discretion of the teacher as warranted.
2 3 73 Teacher is to ask children about Jim Crow laws and what they do. Teacher The committee does not understand the concern presented but the
discusses Bill Conner Stateans and how he was a person who forced people to |statement provided does not cause concern for the committee.
follow segregation laws.

2 3 73 Teacher discusses Bill Conner Stateans and how he was a person who forced The committee does not understand the concern presented but the

people to follow segregation laws. statement provided does not cause concern for the committee.

2 3 98 Curriculum highlights that this text has high vocabulary demands for grade 2 The committee acknowledges that there is a note specifically addressed to

and children are to reread “/ Have a Dream” many times to fully understand it. |the teacher that encourages awareness about the high-level vocabulary.
Increased rigor in vocabulary instruction is of benefit to students. The
committee concludes this is appropriate in the classroom.

2 3 99 Teacher is to explain that an oasis is a place in the middle of the desert where [The activity described is a scaffold activity. As stated explicitly in the Teacher

there is water and plants can grow. Support students in noticing how King uses [Edition, it is intended to assist students who may be struggling with the
the word heat to describe injustice and oasis to describe freedom. The teacher [sophisticated topic. The activity draws a parallel and enhances the learning
is to ask, “what would an oasis of freedom feel like? How would it be different [around figurative language. The committee finds this appropriate in the
from the heat of injustice?” The teacher is to explain that an oasis of freedom |classroom.

would feel good; it would feel like getting water when you are really thirsty and

that freedom feels good. Tat the heat of injustice would feel bad and when

things are unfair, people feel bad.

2 3 100 Curriculum confirms that this is a sophisticated concept for grade 2. The curriculum does acknowledge that the concepts presented are
sophisticated. The committee concludes this is accurate and of great benefit
to Williamson County Schools.

2 3 113 Children are told that MLK Jr. wanted everyone to be treated the same, right |The committee does not share the concern of the complainants.

down to being able to go to jail together as equals.
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2 3 117 Children are asked to imagine themselves being part of the March On The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. Encouraging
Washington. the learner to find themselves a part of the text is helpful to the development
of reading comprehension and the development of empathy.
2 3 113 After looking at a picture, children are to recognize that the clouds are dark and [The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. The strategy
they make them feel that they are in danger. The dark cloud appears to press [used is reinforcing the photograph as text for all readers.
down on the people and the people are all together. They are not separate;
there is no individual. Being together gives the line power.

2 3 148 Teachers are to remind children to use their nonverbal signals. The use of non-verbal cues or hand-signals is common in today’s classroom.
The use of “accountable talk” includes hand signals to be used to move the
learning forward in a classroom. Students may use their hands to say “I
agree” with the comment a peer makes, or they may use a hand signal to let
the teacher know they need to use the restroom. The strategy is common
and effective in many K-12 classrooms.

2 3 155 Teacher is to ask “what might a just world mean?” The committee does not understand the concern presented but the
statement provided does not cause concern for the committee.

2 3 157 Teacher reminds children what the Civil Rights Movement is. The committee does not understand the concern presented but the
statement provided does not cause concern for the committee. Discussing
background knowledge with students is an acceptable education strategy
used in the K-12 classroom.

2 3 157 Teachers reaffirm the point of being able to go to jail together. The committee does not understand the concern presented but the
statement provided does not cause concern for the committee. Discussing
background knowledge with students is an acceptable education strategy
used in the K-12 classroom.

2 3 158 Class discusses how the different texts provide similar points about the Civil The committee concluded the concern presented addresses the learning

Rights Movement. Then, students write in their Response Journal to tell how |standards and goals for the lesson.
the two texts provide different points about civil rights.

2 3 171 The use of the “Liberty and Freedom ” poem, pointing out the sad part of the [The concern presented provides only one element of the activity. While there

poem specifically. is a focus on the sad, there is a balanced portion that asks for a focus on the
happiness as well. The committee concludes this is a helpful, balanced
approach.
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2 3 197 Wit & Wisdom modules feature a number of craft models, including CSPER The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. “Exploded
and SCAPE. In this module, SCAPE is used to support students in developing moments writing” is a type of writing and encourages students to write in a
exploded moments, a type of narrative writing that often does not include a variety of styles. It is an effective tool in teaching the elements of story.
clear resolution. Teacher is informed that although this is an informational text,
its structure lends itself to literary elements.

2 3 205 Comparison of a calm Ruby Bridges and vicious crowd. The activity that is presented is based on drawing contrast using the anchor
text. There is choice for the students to make throughout the activity. The
committee determines the activity supports the learning goal.

2 3 227 Children are to put themselves in Ruby’s shoes to tell the story in the first The committee does not share the concerns of the complainants. The

person. development of empathy through reading is a common practice.

2 3 229 Curriculum reaffirms that these topics are difficult. The teacher edition is not referring to the topics being difficult as stated in
the concern. It is referring to the task.

2 3 239 The photo with a racial slur is reintroduced. This time the slur is removed. Students are watching a video and the historic photo is included in the video.

Teachers are to discuss as previously directed if children notice. The teacher is not expected to highlight the slur or the removal of the slur.
The teacher note is intended to remind the teacher of how to proceed should
the topic arise. It is not required to be addressed.

2 3 242 Teachers are advised to reuse poems and songs throughout the module. The activity presented is considered an extended learning opportunity for
students. It is not required. The committee concludes that timing would not
allow this activity to be used.

2 3 248 Children make detailed lists about what they have learned about Ruby Bridges |The committee concludes that it is an appropriate strategy to have students

thus far. determine and discuss what they have learned periodically throughout the
lesson.

2 3 253 Children are instructed that emotional and personal writing makes you feel for [The committee determines that the craft question is appropriate and the

the writer.

answers that are provided in the teacher manual are simply possibilities that
may be offered in the classroom rather than requirements. The instruction
portion of the lesson emphasizes that “narrative writers use imagination to
describe what people in the text may have been thinking or feel or feeling,
those descriptions are based on events.”
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2 3 266 Students will reread the section that contains the EXPLODED moment in the The activity that is presented is determined to be educationally sound. The

text they are going to study more closely. Next, they will use the SCAPE strategy|lesson is a thorough instructional lesson about the craft of writing. The

to pull out the factual information. Then, they will think deeply about the continued analysis of the text is essential to better understand explosive

characters and what is happening to them. This will help them add information |writing—a writing technique students are learning throughout the module.

to help the reader better understand what it must have been like to be in that [The analysis of characters is appropriately included in this lesson. The SCAPE

situation. (Setting, character, problem, action, ending) is a graphic tool to help students
pull the historic or factual information from the text rather than simply
focusing on an emotion or opinion.

2 3 268 Kids are once again asked to feel how Ruby would feel during this time in her  [The activity presented adequately supports the learning target that is

life. specifically focused on point of view—understanding how a character in the
text feels support this. The committee concludes this is appropriate.

2 3 275 Children learn that different points of view can be experienced at the same The activity presented adequately supports the learning target that is

time during the storyline. specifically focused on point of view—understanding that several points of
view can be presented in the text supports this. The committee concludes
this is appropriate. Students learning to read with expression is an
appropriate expectation related to this module.

2 3 275 Children are encouraged to roleplay during a confrontational time in the story |The exercise is rooted in the students understanding the point of view of

between Ruby and Mrs. Henry. Children are to talk as if they are irritated. both characters in the text. Students are encouraged to think about both
points of view and express those appropriately. Both are connected to the
learning goals of the lesson.

2 3 280 Children are to contribute information they find specifically from the story, not |The expectation that students cite text evidence rather than share their own

anything that is not from the story line. personal experiences is an appropriate learning expectation for this
assignment.

2 3 285 Text states, “howling people” and “angry mob.” The committee does not understand the concern presented but the
statement provided does not cause concern for the committee.

2 3 289 Children are shown “how do | explode a moment?” in text. The reference to “explode a moment” is directly related to the writing style
previously taught. Students will be writing an exploded moment narrative
and this question is highlighting the explicitly that is to come. The committee
concludes this is appropriate.

2 3 302 In page 28 of The Story of Ruby Bridges, the teacher explains to students that [The committee does not understand the concern presented but the

this book has an “afterword.” Students are to listen closely as it is read aloud.
On page 28, the teacher is to ask the children the following: “why did the two
white boys eventually come back to the school with Ruby?”

statement provided does not cause concern for the committee. It is
understood that the activity is a comprehension check of the afterword, and
the committee concludes this is appropriate.
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2 3 314/326 |The curriculum states this is a complex text that will be introduced via pictures [The committee concludes it is appropriate for students to learn the reading

initially the entire day, then they will go into reading of the text later. strategy of looking at pictures and utilizing them to support comprehension.

2 3 327 The curriculum examines problems occurring to Mexicans in this timeline. The committee does not understand the concern presented but the
statement provided does not cause concern for the committee.

2 3 334-336 |Inferior and superior is highlighted in vocabulary. The concern presented is unclear to the committee. The lesson is a
vocabulary lesson and the words presented are vocabulary words. The
language represented historically accurate use of the words as it relates
to the text. The committee does not share a concern about the teaching
of the words inferior or superior.

2 3 351 Class is informed that the family still faces injustice even after the father served |The committee is unsure of the specific concern presented. The story is the

in the World War. individual representation of the families’ experiences and challenges.

2 3 354 Class is informed that the family fought so white people would stop thinking The committee is unsure of the specific concern presented. The story is the

they were better than Mexican people. individual representation of the families” experiences and challenges.

2 3 356 Teacher is to reaffirm that segregation makes one group feel bad and one The assignment of concern is an individual assignment. The chart is

group feel as if they are better than the other. completed with independent student answers. The statement of concern is
one possible student answer that could be provided—it is not required.

2 3 356 The children are to write as if they were Sylvia, explaining what her thoughts  [Teaching empathy is a foundational skill being taught at this grade level. The

and feelings would be like during this time. committee determines this is an appropriate task.

2 3 363 Children are to unpack Spanish text to distill the essential meaning of the book. |The concern that is presented does not state the quote accurately. The actual

It highlights that “when you fight for injustice, others will follow.” quote is “when you fight for justice, others will follow.” The committee does
not have concerns related to this statement.

2 3 365 Teacher is to point out that Sylvia's aunt didn’t fight. The committee does not arrive at the same conclusion related to this
concern. The only reference to Sylvia’s aunt is related to a possible student
answer to the question the teacher asks.

2 3 365 Teachers is to emphasize the role of legal action in responding to injustice. The committee determines that statement of concern is one possible
response to injustice. The committee concludes this is an accurate
statement.

2 3 366 The children are to, again, write as if they are Sylvia. Writing in the first person and establishing a clear understanding of a point of
view is in direct alighnment to the learning targets of this module. The
committee does not share the concern of the complainants.

2 3 377 The teacher is to connect all lessons about Sylvia, Ruby, and Martin Luther King [The activity presented is an appropriate activity as the module is ending. It is

Jr. comparing the similarities and the differences in how they fight injustice.

a common strategy to culminate a learning unit by synthesizing all topics
studied. The committee does not share the concern of the complainants
about this activity.
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2 3 382 Teacher is to ask children if they speak two languages. The committee does not share the concern of the complainants in a teacher
asking students if they speak two languages. Engaging students by
personalizing their learning is an appropriate educational strategy.

2 3 391 The children write another exploded moment narrative as either Sylvia or Ruby.|The activity that is provided is an activity that is preparing for the end of
module task. Students are expected to write from the point of view of one of
the women studied. The committee concludes this is an appropriate activity.

2 3 400 Teachers explain to children that nonviolence wasn’t an easy idea, especially  [The quote that is presented in the concerns is a quote from the text. The
for southern blacks. They met hate every day, including from the all-white quote is expressed in the past tense and is stating the historic experience of
police force. They expected unfair arrests, beatings, or worse from police. that time period.

2 3 407 Children are to enact a mock interview interviewing Ruby Bridges. The activity presented is in preparation for the end of module task. Engaging
in preparation activities is of benefit to students as a tool to establish mastery
of the standards. The committee concludes this is educationally beneficial.

2 3 409 The children are asked “how can ‘children’ respond to injustice?” The module is about injustice. The activity presented is a knowledge
synthesizing activity. This is the application of knowledge portion of the unit.
The committee concludes this is an appropriate activity.

2 3 410 Children write another narrative writing piece. The committee concludes that writing more than one writing piece is an
appropriate expectation.

2 3 413 Children are asked “how does the poem ‘Dream '’ build your knowledge on the |The question that is stated as a concern is a question related directly to the

Civil Rights Movement?” text which is the poem. The committee does not share this concern with
complainants.

2 3 414 Children are asked “how can responding to injustice impact the world?” The question that is presented begins the Socratic seminar that students will
participate in. The question is a direct link back to the Response and Impact
chart that has been used the entire module. The committee concludes this is
a sound instructional practice.

2 3 415 Teacher asks if the children’s narratives include at least one thought, one The concern presented is not shared by the committee. The strategy being

feeling, and one action?” Students are to reflect silently. used is a teacher-provided opportunity for student reflection—a commonly
used pre-writing strategy used K-12 that is of great benefit to students.

2 3 418 Direct Vocabulary Assessment given. This assessment seems juvenile especially |The activity presented is an accepted strategy for assessing oral/listening
after expecting children to have worked at such high standards during this comprehension and vocabulary application. The committee does not share
module. the concern presented.

2 3 423 Children are asked what three things they have learned about the Civil Rights |The activity described is an appropriate teaching model used to assist

Movement, and what two questions about Civil Rights do they want to learn
more about?”

students in accessing their background knowledge and develop their skills in
reading text. Additionally, it is of benefit to the student learning because
teachers can be more responsive to the requests of the students.
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2 3 426 Children are asked “Why is it important to respond to injustices? What happens|The module is about injustice. The committee does not share the concern of
if we don’t respond to injustices?” the complainants.

2 3 427 The students are asked “What will you do to help make the world a more fair, [The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. Centralizing
or just, place?” students in their own learning through questions related to the module study

is appropriate.

2 3 19 Wonder charts are introduced. Teachers are to ask various questions including: | The wonder chart is completely blank when introduced to students and is
why was there a law to keep black and white people apart and why did Martin |developed by them. It is entirely based on student wondering and
Luther King Jr. go to jail? noticing. The committee concludes this activity is appropriate.

2 3 25 The word REFUSE is highlighted in the lesson. Children are asked to gather The activity that is described is a vocabulary lesson. Drawing vocabulary
word evidence to support the meaning of refuse. Teacher’s suggest “people words is a longstanding strategy used to help students process words. Doing
were dragged out” to show they refused to leave. Children are then to draw so allows a student to experience the information visually, kinesthetically,
stick figures with the word bubbles stating things that might be said at a protest|and semantically. Additionally, when combined with the task of defining the
or stating words that might be used in a argument if someone refused to do words in their own language is a direct, immediate application of the learning
something. which is also a common method used to teach vocabulary. The committee

concludes this activity is appropriate.

2 3 32 A detailed list provided on why people marched to Washington to protest. The committee concludes that the list provided is both text-based and
historically accurate. The committee does not share the concern of the
complainants.

2 3 43 Teacher reminds children that they learned about Emancipation Proclamation |The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. The

in module two. committee concludes it is appropriate to remind students what they have
previously learned in the school year.

2 3 43 Teachers are to provide background knowledge on slavery and its connection |The committee does not share the concern of the complainants. The
to the Civil War. committee concludes it is appropriate to provide background knowledge

about topics that will assist students in their learning.

4 3 148 This module covers George vs. George and Colonial Voices, and also incudes There is a specific teacher note that explicitly answers the complainants’

the Boston Massacre painting by Paul Revere, which they label as propaganda.
It pulls quotes about the slaves perspective, that while he doesn't care about
the tea tax, he also knows the patriot's don't care about his freedom.
Furthermore, the Colonial Voices comes across as a real account of the
perspectives of the colonists even thought it's FICTION. Are we making sure to
clarify this with students so that they know this isn't what colonists really
thought? Just seems like we are trying to make it seem like a lot of these voices
are actual accounts of how people felt during this period.

concerns. It reminds students that while the text, Colonial Voices, “often
feels like a firsthand account of the perspectives of the colonists on the eve of
the revolution, remember to remind students that is really a well-researched
fictional account of how colonists might have felt.” Additionally, the exercise
offers students the opportunity to explore all thirteen characters in the
Colonial Voices—offering varied perspective both in the text and the activity.
The committee concludes this is appropriate to support the learning goals.
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4 3 298-302 |Wood Runner is the text being read where the character has to bury the dead [The concerns presented are related to Woods Runner. This text is not being
bodies that are from the cabins burned so that animals wouldn't eat them. used in WCS.

Seems graphic for 9 year olds. Many good reviews of the book, but most people
said either middle school or high school is the right age for it. The content of
the questions being asked by these kids and some of the graphic parts they are
having to dive into to understand the character and the emotions he felt during
some of the more graphic parts of the novel. On a side note, Hatchet and Wood
Runner, both books about 13 year olds going through difficult events with
strong emotions, are both written by Gary Paulson.

Shouldn't we also be looking to find other authors, maybe some with storylines
that can balance the dark in either of these two books and with different
writing styles. If we are trying to broaden our kids horizons, shouldn't we
broaden it with different authors that might write differently?

Without seeing the books and videos the teacher will use in this module it is It is an expectation that teachers use the curriculum provided. Individuality in
very difficult to make a determination on their point of view. At this level of teacher styles will certainly occur and that is acceptable, appropriate, and
instruction, the teacher is more important than the curriculum, and a good encouraged—all within the guidelines of the curriculum and the standards.
teacher will present historical information from several, conflicting sources and [The practice of calling on volunteers and non-volunteers is a common

allow the students to weigh the information and begin to form their own teaching practice to ensure student engagement with the learning. Teachers
opinions. Two different teachers could use the very same curriculum and teach |are evaluated on the engagement of volunteers and non-volunteers in every
two very different classes with very different ways of looking at the same lesson. This occurs in their TEAM evaluation framework created and

material. supported by TDOE. The committee does not share the concern that the use

I'm concerned with the recommendation for the use of "equity sticks." | trust  |of such a strategy may result in laziness on the part of the teacher.
teachers to know their students and know how to encourage participation
without having to resort to randomly choosing popsicle sticks, which may even
encourage laziness on the part of the teacher.
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My concern is the overall idea of presenting the same fairytale from six different |The committee concludes the rigor is appropriate
cultures or traditions. | think this waters down the story and makes it less likely  |for a first grader.
114 n/a that it will have an impact on the first grader. Once they know the story - the
"real" version, then comparison to other tellings might be interesting, but not in
first grade. How about sixth grade for that?
4|4 See the attachment The committee does not understand this concern.
514 6 Racial division and how the white man had conflict with native Americans. The activity referenced is an extension
referenced clip from a Civil War documentary showed photos of dead men and activity—not a part of the standard lesson that is
horses. taught. Additionally, students are not watching
the documentary—it is referenced because they
are discussing what a documentary is.
514 7 Racially charged topic. the same documentary lesson could be achieved without |The activity referenced is an extension
the racial slant activity—not a part of the standard lesson that is
taught. Additionally, students are not watching
the documentary—it is referenced because they
are discussing what a documentary is.
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FROM: Rachel Farmer, Assistant Superintendent — Finance ~

SUBJECT: End of Month Financials
DATE: February 21, 2022

Please find attached the activity statements for all of our funds for January 31, 2022. These
statements are prior to reconciliation with the trustee.

If you have any further questions, please call me at 472-4022.
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FOR 2022 07 JOURNAL DETAIL 2022 1 TO 2022 13
ACCCOUNTS FOR: ORI G NAL ESTI M REV REVI SED ACTUAL YTD REMAI NI NG PCT
141 GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL ESTI M REV ADISTMTS EST REV REVENUE REVENUE COLL
40000 REVENUES -401, 416, 371 -3, 737, 390- 405, 153, 761- 235, 852, 898. 96 -169, 300, 862. 41 58. 2%
71100 REGULAR | NSTRUCTI ON 190, 394, 584 7,239,712 197,634,296 95,603, 719.98 100, 949 509. 23 48. 4%
71150 ALTERNATI VE | NSTRUCTI ON 2,424 0 2,424 49, 345. 61 ,200. 03 39. 4%
71200 SPECI AL EDUCATI ON | NSTRUCTI ON 60, 803, 754 1,474,067 62,277,821 29,899, 967.41 31, 866 951. 36 48. 0%
71300 CAREER AND TECHNI CAL EDUCATI O 8. 430, 796 842,070 9, 272, 866 4,007, 473. 88 4. 456, 442. 61 43. 2%
71400 STUDENT BODY EDUC PRGM 1, 950, 000 0 1. 950, 000 956, 865. 85 702, 629. 45 49. 1%
72110 ATTENDANCE 497, 041 13, 993 511, 034 289, 264. 63 221, 769. 37 56. 6%
72120 HEALTH SERVI CES 7,218,227 8, 000 7,226,227 3,401, 703. 12 3,813, 951. 69 47. 1%
72130 OTHER STUDENT SUPPORT 13,072, 924 1,595,044 14,667, 968 6, 549, 860. 06 6, 809, 341. 83 44. 7%
72210 | NSTRUCTI ON SUPPORT 13, 733, 530 160, 745 13, 894, 275 6, 795, 895. 08 6, 726, 892. 83 48. 9%
72215 ALTERNATI VE SUPPORT 15, 735 6, 321 22,056 125, 394. 70 96, 661. 30 56. 5%
72220 SPECI AL _EDUCATI ON SUPPORT 7,740, 680 5, 245 7,745, 925 3, 964, 651. 02 3,571, 483. 52 51. 2%
72230 CAREER/ TECH EDUC SUPPORT 445,931 62,174 508, 105 249, 701. 13 256, 701. 31 49. 1%
72250 TECHNCLOGY 10, 394, 756 276,014 10,670,770 7,155, 232.76 3, 240, 603. 74 67. 1%
72310 BOARD COF EDUCATI ON 15, 480, 375 -8,491, 479 6, 988, 896 4,386, 252. 42 2,519,472.55 62. 8%
72320 OFFI CE OF SUPERI NTENDENT 1,711,573 84, 335 1, 795,908 955, 198. 74 832, 458. 32 53. 2%
72410 OFFI CE OF PRI NCI PAL 26, 156, 133 1,422,000 27,578,133 14,884,672.57 12, 693, 460. 43 54. 0%
72510 FI SCAL SERVI CES 2,070, 740 42, 856 2,113, 596 1,219, 832. 64 893, 533. 36 57. 7%
72520 HUMAN SERVI CES/ PERSONNEL 1, 960, 765 53, 649 2,014, 414 1,074, 772. 48 935, 494. 39 53. 4%
72610 OPERATI ON OF PLANT 20, 038, 006 24,875 20,062,881 10, 309, 444. 23 6,176, 578. 63 51. 4%
72620 MAI NTENANCE OF PLANT 9, 748, 973 961,016 10, 709, 989 5,221, 235. 94 4,338, 611. 29 48. 8%
72710 TRANSPORTATI ON 19,892,776 3,998, 367 23,891, 143 10, 329, 336. 22 10, 646, 754. 06 43. 2%
73300 COMVMUNI TY SERVI CES 1, 106, 857 7,434 1,114,291 3,453. 15 24, 356. 81 60. 4%
73400 EARLY CHI LDHOCOD PRE K 882, 554 24,077 906, 631 400, 548. 83 496, 775. 95 44. 2%
99100 TRANSFERS QUT 0 550, 000 550, 000 550, 000. 00 .00 100.0%

TOTAL GENERAL PURPGCSE SCHOOL 13, 162, 763 6,623,126 19, 785,889 -26,599, 076. 51 33,743,771.65 -134.4%
TOTAL REVENUES -401, 416, 371 -3, 737, 390- 405, 153, 761- 235, 852, 898. 96 -169, 300, 862. 41
TOTAL EXPENSES 414,579,134 10, 360,516 424, 939, 650 209, 253, 822. 45 203, 044, 634. 06
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FOR 2022 07 JOURNAL DETAIL 2022 1 TO 2022 13
ACCOUNTS FOR: ORI G NAL ESTI M REV REVI SED ACTUAL YTD RENVAI NI NG PCT
142 SCHOOL FEDERAL PRQJECTS ESTI M REV ADISTMTS EST REV REVENUE REVENUE COLL
40000 REVENUES -8,559,300 -8,278,713 -16,838,013 -4,207,131.46 -12,630, 881. 62 25. 0%
71100 REGULAR | NSTRUCTI ON 93,940 4,141,580 4,835,520 343, 653. 63 4,491, 412. 05 7.1%
71200 SPECI AL EDUCATI ON | NSTRUCTI ON 3, 898, 689 2,255,211 6,153,900 2,397, 533. 26 2,878,994.54  39. 0%
71300 CAREER AND TECHNI CAL EDUCATI O 238, 616 0 238,616 57, 976. 58 38, 349. 80 24. 3%
72120 HEALTH SERVI CES 866, 504 6,416 872,920 440, 556. 16 432,363.84  50.5%
72130 OTHER STUDENT SUPPORT 120, 554 768, 714 889, 269 20,162. 14 862, 038. 85 2.3%
72210 | NSTRUCTI ON SUPPCRT 629, 718 152, 084 781, 802 285, 925. 39 488, 280. 68 36. 6%
72220 SPECI AL_EDUCATI ON_SUPPORT 869, 238 -33, 264 835, 974 421, 315. 49 382, 085. 18 50. 4%
72230 CAREER/ TECH EDUC SUPPORT 8,428 0 8,428 5, 089. 39 3,338.61 60. 4%
72710 TRANSPORTATI ON 800 0 800 212. 96 587.04  26.6%
99100 TRANSFERS OUT 1,232, 812 987, 971 2,220,783 450, 249. 07 1,770, 534. 29 20. 3%

TOTAL SCHOOL FEDERAL PRQIECTS 0 0 0 215, 542. 61 -1,282,896.74 100.0%
TOTAL REVENUES  -8,559,300 -8,278,713 -16,838,013 -4,207,131. 46 -12, 630, 881. 62
TOTAL EXPENSES 8, 559, 300 8,278,713 16,838,013 4,422,674.07 11, 347, 984. 88
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FOR 2022 07 JOURNAL DETAIL 2022 1 TO 2022 13
ACCOUNTS FOR: ORIG NAL  ESTI M REV REVI SED ACTUAL YTD REMAI NI NG PCT
143 CENTRAL CAFETERI A ESTI M REV ADJSTMTS EST REV REVENUE REVENUE COoLL
40000 REVENUES -14, 115, 000 0 -14, 115,000 -11, 025, 208. 06 -3,089,791.94 78.1%
73100 FOCOD SERVI CE 14, 068, 454 0 14,068,454 8, 265, 327.78 3,225,478.86 58.8%
TOTAL CENTRAL CAFETERI A -46, 546 0 -46,546 -2,759, 880. 28 135, 686. 92 5929. 4%
TOTAL REVENUES - 14, 115, 000 0 -14, 115,000 -11, 025, 208. 06 -3,089,791.94
TOTAL EXPENSES 14, 068, 454 0 14,068,454 8, 265,327.78 3, 225, 478. 86
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ACCOUNTS FOR: ORIG NAL  ESTI M REV REVI SED ACTUAL YTD REMAI NI NG PCT
146 EXTENDED SCHOOL PROGRAM ESTI M REV ADJSTMTS EST REV REVENUE REVENUE COoLL
40000 REVENUES -4, 949, 050 -56,000 -5,005,050 -3,669,282.59 -1,335,767.41  73.3%
73300 COMMUNI TY SERVI CES 4,939, 162 56,000 4,995,162 2,531, 740.38 2,407,755.36 50. 7%
TOTAL EXTENDED SCHOOL PROGRAM -9, 888 0 -9,888 -1,137,542.21 1,071,987, 95****x*xxx 04
TOTAL REVENUES -4, 949, 050 -56,000 -5,005,050 -3,669,282.59 -1, 335,767.41
TOTAL EXPENSES 4,939, 162 56,000 4,995,162 2,531, 740.38 2,407, 755. 36
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ACCOUNTS FOR: ORIG NAL  ESTIM REV REVI SED ACTUAL YTD REMAI NI NG PCT
177 EDUCATI ON CAPI TAL PRQJECTS ESTI M REV ADJSTMTS EST REV REVENUE REVENUE COLL
40000 REVENUES - 435, 020, 779- 457, 163, 957- 892, 184, 736- 892, 539, 384. 82 354,649.04 100.0%
82330 OTHER DEBT SERVI CE 0 2,400,000 2,400,000 2,400, 000.00 .00 100.0%
91300 EDUCATI ON CAPI TAL QUTLAY 647, 894, 867 269, 961, 872 917, 856, 739 772, 773, 500. 52 86, 220, 453.03  84.2%
TOTAL EDUCATI ON CAPI TAL PRQIECTS 212,874, 088- 184, 802,085 28,072,003-117, 365, 884. 30 86, 575, 102. 07 -418. 1%

TOTAL REVENUES - 435, 020, 779-457, 163, 957- 892, 184, 736- 892, 539, 384. 82
TOTAL EXPENSES 647, 894, 867 272, 361, 872 920, 256, 739 775, 173, 500. 52

354, 649. 04
86, 220, 453. 03
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1320 West Main Street, Suite 202 [,
Franklin, TN 37064-3700 =

(615) 472-4000 7\

fax (615) 472-4190

To: Rachel F armer@

From: Kirk Elliott

Date:  February 1, 2022

RE: Purchasing Report

Contains bid projects conducted during the month of January 2022

The following is a summary of pertinent bid data for inclusion with the Board Materials to be reviewed at the next
WCBOE meeting. The summary is in order of ascending bid sequence numbers and not necessarily by date.
Pursuant to Board Policy this summary reports recent RFB's (Request for Bids) and RFP's (Request for Proposals)
that were administered by the WCS Purchasing Department. As always any purchasing - bid project that may
require Board action should appear on the Board Agenda. The projects listed below do not require Board action at
the present time and are listed here for your information. If further details are needed please contact the Purchasing
Department to review any of the related bid - project files. In addition to the projects listed in this monthly report
the WCS Purchasing Department continues to review, approve and process numerous daily purchase orders that
encompass day to day operations as well as negotiate renewals of previously bid contracts.

RFB #1276 Fairview Elementary and Westwood Elementary School Drainage Improvements
Project Description This project solicited bids for improvements to drainage at FVES and WWES.
Department/Director |Maintenance, Adam Christopher
Architect/Engineer Matt Campbell, Collier Engineering ]

Advertised Friday, December 17, 2021 in the Tennessean
Bid Opening Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at 10:30 a.m.
Name of Company Bid Amount
Civil Constructors
Concrete Structures $991,840.00
Excavation Contractors
Gibbs Brothers
Bidders Solicited  {Jones Brothers
for this Project Rogers Group

Romach Construction

Roy T. Goodwin

Sessions Paving $1,210,929.90

Shane Trucking & Excavation

Underground Pipe& Construction

Awarded

Concrete Structures




RFB #1277

Wilkes Lane Elementary School

Project Description

This bid was for the construction of the new elementary school in the Spring Hill area of
Williamson County.

Department Facilities and Construction, Eric Gardner
Architect/Engineer Lyle Lynch, Johnson + Bailey Architects
Advertised Thursday, December 16, 2021 in the Tennessean
Bid Opening Wednesday, January 26, 2022 at 10:30 a.m.
Name of Company Base Bid Alt #1 Grand Total
Robert S. Biscan & Co. $30,552,000.00 $248,000.00 $30,800,000.00
Bidders Solicited for |Romach $32,500,000.00 $286,000.00 $32,786,000.00
this Project R.G. Anderson $32,738,000.00 $255,000.00 $32,993,000.00
Wright Construction $33,280,000.00 $115,000.00 $33,395,000.00

Awarded

Robert S. Biscan & Co.




School Board Overnight Field Trip Report

Trip ID Trip Date Return Date Approved Origin Trip Name Trip Type Activity Type # Destination
32376 3/4/2022 3/5/2022 1/19/2022 Brentwood High Mu Alpha Theta State Conventio Academic Field Trip Math Comp. 8 Farragut High School
Notes/Fees $70.00 per student. We do not need transportation. We are renting a van.
32366 3/17/2022 3/20/2022 1/10/2022 Brentwood High Soccer Game Athletic Trip Varsity Soccer 30 Smoky Mountain Soccer
Notes/Fees No Cost. Request Daryl Kerce as driver. Overnight trip for Smoky Mountain Cup in Gatlinburg, TN. Actual departure on March 17 will be 8AM.
33486 4/8/2022 4/9/2022 1/14/2022 Brentwood High BHS choir Fine Arts Chorus/Choir 100 St. Louis

Notes/Fees overl00. We will be taking charter buses to this competition. Students will leave BHS and travel to St. Louis and visit the arch. On Saturday morning, we will compete at a Festival in the Parks choral competition
and then visit 6 Flags. After the completion of the awards ceremony, we will travel by bus back to BHS. I am unable to attach the itinerary, but the current projected cost is approximately $300.00 including the cost

of meals.
33420 1/13/2022 1/15/2022 1/4/2022 Centennial High Mid State Orchestra & Jazz Fine Arts Concert 136 Embassy Suites by Hilton Nashville S
Notes/Fees No Cost. Funds provided through Donations, fundraisers and boosters. Following schools are going. BMS, BHS, CHS, FVHS, FHS, PHS PMS, GMS, HMS, HILLS, INHS, MCMS, NHS, RHS, SSMS, SHS, SMS,
TSMS, WMS
33419 1/20/2022 1/22/2022 1/4/2022 Centennial High Mid State Band Fine Arts Concert 168 Mainstay Suites

Notes/Fees No Cost. Funds provided through Donations, fundraisers and boosters. Following schools are going. BMS, BHS, CHS, FVHS, FHS, PHS PMS, GMS, HMS, HILLS, INHS, MCMS, NHS, RHS, SSMS, SHS, SMS,
TSMS, WMS 11-12 bands and 9-10 Gold Band will rehearse at Stewarts Creek HS.9-10 Silver Band will rehearse at Stewarts Creek MS7-8 Bands will rehearse at Smyrna HS
33419 1/20/2022 1/22/2022 1/5/2022 Centennial High Mid State Band Fine Arts Concert 168 Mainstay Suites
Notes/Fees No Cost. Funds provided through Donations, fundraisers and boosters. Following schools are going. BMS, BHS, CHS, FVHS, FHS, PHS PMS, GMS, HMS, HILLS, INHS, MCMS, NHS, RHS, SSMS, SHS, SMS,
TSMS, WMS 11-12 bands and 9-10 Gold Band will rehearse at Stewarts Creek HS.9-10 Silver Band will rehearse at Stewarts Creek MS7-8 Bands will rehearse at Smyrna HS
32379 4/22/2022 4/24/2022 1/13/2022 Fairview High Mountain Man Memorial March Athletic Trip JROTC 35 Graystone Lodge, Gatlinburg TN
Notes/Fees NO COST to Students $0.00/student. Bus is not required. JROTC funds will be used for food lodging entry fees, transportation, etc. Personal Cell phone for First Sergeant Christopher Turk.216-246-1845. Office 432
-4400 Ext: 11309 and 11347. Safety and Risk assessment complete. COVID-19 Mitigation strategies will be put into place. Office 432-4400 Ext: 1309 and 1347
33467 3/25/2022 3/27/2022 1/18/2022 Fairview Middle Student Council Convention Academic Field Trip 15 STATION CAMP HIGH

Notes/Fees overl00 - No Bus Needed - Fundraising as the trip should cost between 3200 and 3225 per student to cover the cost of convention admission and cash for food during commute.No driver needed - we will not need a
bus.The times for the trip are not accurate because the system will not let me enter the correct times based on the automatic default to bus schedules (which we won't use).

33504 3/3/2022 3/5/2022 2/3/2022 Independence High DECA State CTE Trip Career/Technical - DE 30 Chattanooga Convention Center
Notes/Fees Bus will need to leave Independence High School at 8:00 AM on March 3rd.

33418 3/27/2022 3/30/2022 1/18/2022 Independence High HOSA SLC CTE Trip Career/Technical -H 25 Knoxville Convention Center
Notes/Fees overl00. Appx $385/student. Fundraising and current balance to cover.

31853 2/26/2022 2/28/2022 1/10/2022 Nolensville High School Culinary Competition CTE Trip Career/Technical FCC 5 University of TN
Notes/Fees overl00 - 8180 Per Student approximately. Fundraising will raise hopefully all the funds for the trip.

32275 2/27/2022 2/28/2022 1/10/2022 Nolensville High School Culinary Competition CTE Trip Career/Technical FCC 7 UT Knoxville
Notes/Fees No CostNo bus needed

33470 3/9/2022 3/12/2022 2/3/2022 Nolensville High School SETC Theatre Conference Fine Arts Drama 30 Renasant Convention Center
Notes/Fees No Cost. We will be staying in a hotel in Memphis, but that location is to be determined at this time.

33597 3/2/2022 3/5/2022 2/3/2022 Page High DECA State CTE Trip Career/Technical - DE 30 Chattanooga Convention Center
Notes/Fees No Cost. Students will be traveling to compete at the State DECA conference in Chattanooga.

33436 3/26/2022 3/30/2022 1/24/2022 Page High FFA State Convention CTE Trip Career/Technical FFA 35 Gatlinburg Convention Center
Notes/Fees No cost to students outside of meals. Staying at the Hampton Inn on the parkway. Driver needed. Storage for luggage needed on bus. CTE to pay.

33469 3/27/2022 3/30/2022 2/3/2022 Page High HOSA state conference CTE Trip Career/Technical -H 35 Knoxville Convention Center
Notes/Fees Numbers may adjust by a few on students. CTE will pay for this trip

33563 3/30/2022 4/2/2022 2/3/2022 Page High TSA STATE COMPETITION CTE Trip Career/Technical TSA 17 Chattanooga Convention Center

Notes/Fees Overl00. Cost will be 8150 per student. CTE to pay. Would need bus to leave Page High by 9:00 am to take the kids to the convention center and hotel. Bus can then come back for routes. Bus will need to pick
students up on Saturday 4/2 by 2:00 pm.

32243 4/28/2022 5/1/2022 1/10/2022 Page High Baseball at Wilco JV Tourn Athletic Trip JV Baseball 30 Summit High School
Notes/Fees No Cost. No Driver Needed.
33438 1/28/2022 1/29/2022 1/21/2022 Ravenwood High Forensics Bartlett HS Tourname Academic Field Trip Forensics 15 Bartlett High School
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School Board Overnight Field Trip Report

Trip ID Trip Date Return Date Approved Origin Trip Name Trip Type Activity Type # Destination
Notes/Fees No Cost Estimated number of students but there won't be more than one bus will hold. Request bus driver Wade Williams.
33437 2/22/2022 2/26/2022 1/21/2022 Ravenwood High Raleigh ACDA Fine Arts Chorus/Choir 12 Raleigh Convention Center
Notes/Fees No cost; No buses needed.
32290 12/6/2022 12/10/2022 1/10/2022 Ravenwood High RHS Band to Pearl Harbor Band Trip Marching 140 Honolulu
Notes/Fees overl00. $1900 Band will fundraise. Rest will be out of pocket
33530 3/3/2022 3/5/2022 2/3/2022 Summit High DECA State Competition CTE Trip Career/Technical - DE 15 Chattanooga Convention Center

Notes/Fees overl00. Cost for students not to exceed $250 per person, fundraising. Transportation needed (April Jackson at EIC will help coordinate transportation among all DECA Schools).
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