
Holdrege Public Schools

Board of Education Regular Meeting

April 20, 2026, 6:00 PM

Holdrege High School Media Center, 600 12th Avenue, Holdrege, NE 68949

 

I. Call to Order - Roll Call
II. Recognition of Visitors

II.A. Lacie Wright - Americanism
II.B. HEA Report
II.C. Student Council Report
II.D. Public Forum

III. Board of Education Committee Reports
III.A. American Civics Committee - Opportunity for Public Testimony on Social 

Studies Curriculum
IV. Business Items

IV.A. Action Items
IV.A.1. Consent Agenda

IV.A.1.a. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on the Minutes - 
March 20, 2026 Regular Meeting and April 13, 2026 Special Meeting

IV.A.1.b. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on the Warrants/Bills
IV.A.1.c. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on the Treasurer's 

Report
IV.A.1.d. Excuse Absent Board Members

IV.A.2. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on the Bill(s) from InSPIRe - 
Holdrege, LLC.

IV.A.3. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on Textbook and Curriculum 
Purchases

IV.A.4. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on Technology Purchases
IV.A.5. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on 2026-27 Occupational and 

Physical Therapy Services Contract
IV.A.6. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on HPS Foundation Grant 

Applications
IV.A.7. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on Proposals for Update of 

HHS Family & Consumer Science Room
IV.A.8. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on Request for Out-of-State 

Travel
IV.A.9. Discuss, Consider, and Take Action on the Employment of 

Certificated/Professional Staff
V. Reports

V.A. Administrative Reports
V.B. Superintendent's Report

VI. Board Policies



VI.A. 1040 Annual Report - Proposed Revision 1st Reading
VI.B. 3540 Bidding Construction Projects - Proposed Revision 1st Reading
VI.C. 5005 Student Residence, Admission & Contracting for Educational 

Services - Proposed Revision 1st Reading
VI.D. 5209 High School Credit for Middle School Courses - Rescind Policy
VI.E. 5209 School Library Materials and Parent Access - 1st Reading
VI.F. 5601 Asthma, Anaphylaxis, and Allergic Reaction Protocol - Proposed 

Revision 1st Reading
VI.G. 7050 Bids and Contracts - Proposed Revision 1st Reading

VII. Adjournment



Instructions for those who wish to speak during Public Forum: 
 
Getting Started: When it is your turn to speak during the public 
forum portion of the agenda, please come forward to the Board 
Secretary, complete the form provided with your name and any 
organization represented, as well as your address, and then state your 
name and any organization represented to the Board of Education. 
 
Time Limit: You may speak only one time and must limit comments 
to 5 minutes or less. 
Personnel or Student Topic: If you are planning to speak about a 
personnel or student matter involving an individual, please understand 
that our policies require that such concerns initially be directed to the 
administration for consideration. Board members will not respond to 
any questions you ask or comments you may make about individual 
staff members or students. You are cautioned that slanderous 
comments are not protected just because they are made at a Board 
meeting. 
 
General Rules: Please remember that this is a public meeting for the 
conduct of the business of the Board of Education. Offensive language, 
personal attacks and hostile conduct will not be tolerated. 
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��=��w3�����3� �R��)�"�)�5�0.�3� 7 �z"����"�)�*��)�6 �R��)��"�)�5�0.�3��� �20�)�3�0��"�)��������0� }
�B���
�H�
����B�;�O�B����>?>?|���}=��
����
���
������
����C����
����
��
������
�
���������B=��=��<���������B�C�B����B��B����?55�646474"�9������&$�"�)�3�������")��8$�:0�.�)��/��.�)��3���&�:����8#��/"����"�)�#�����4��B�B
����s�����
E 77�6�67�9�2"/��



���������	
���
��
����������
������
������
���

�
����������������� ��!��"�##$%&'(��)%'��)%�*���� ���+,+,+���-���.�������/.�0�������1�

���.
23�������.���.����.�3��.��
��,44�565656)�7�8)9��':)%�);'&�%��$�&%<�;$::�%;(��#=�)�&>&%<�&'��$���)��)�#��&$#��?��@;�)%<�6AB
��.����.��C��/������+,+,D���-��
�������0�E���

��������F���E���

��G���F�
��3����.��.��.
���3��.������12��
�.���
�.������.��0�.��,44�5656H6)�7�I@=J)&%�:�J���?�<�����)%����:K&;���)%���$==J(�)%����#)%��&%�)�;�##$%&'(644�5656H6L�7�M��;:&L����N�=��=J��&%�'��&:�;�##$%&'&����):%�&%;�#�ON)<���'�:�$<��N�:96P����.���A
�.��2���+,+,Q���R��.��12��������.�����F�
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��*��z7��{4����4�@�� z7��|���87�����K��5���@��z7��Q���54�����7��}4;�95���������7��~�5�5�7z7��E494�5����{�<�9 ���!"B"����
��%���&�����C(�����&�������(��������%��&�+�(��(��)�(��
����%��%*���%��%�����������%�F����%�����,%�����������"-.D.�.��1���3������948����3��4��7 3��������7;�58�9����� ����5���7��>�5����?�����-.D.�.<�1�G��9;�3����L599���4����9;H���7;�58�9��495�58�9�3����4���7��>�5����?�����-.D.�.8�1�G��9;H��=7;��75�6������948�����=7�����7�;�����5���7��>�5����?��������!"B"$���
��%���&����
��(��������
����
�������
���'�(��
����%�������%���%�����&
�%
�
���%���%���������(�
���%��
��%���
����%�"-.D.0.��1�2��5�����654���=5�75���7��>�5����?������ �5�6�3 9�5�9��8�5���5�-.D.0.<�1�E9���5�;���654��������9�8���=5�75���7��>�5����?������ �5�6��7;�58�9�����7 3������� ���-.D.0.8�1�K����5�;�����89���5�;���654�����!"B"B���
��%���&�������&�
�%
�
���%�����
������%��
����(��
�������%�����(�+��
��&����"-.D.D.��1�IJ�9�5��74=��7;�58�9���48�������7�����7��>�5����?�����M����� ����������������-.D.D.<�1�K����5�;��J�3�9���4���84�;���3��948�����5���7��>�5����?��������!"B"#���
��%���&����
��(���)�
�%�������%�����&�
�%
�
���%�����
�����
����
�������
���'�

��
����%����������%��%�����,%�����������"-.D./.��1�E43���������84����������������4��8 9� ���=5�75���7��>�5����?�����-.D./.<�1�E43���������84��������4� 9��54��87���8���5��58��4���7��>�5����?�����-.D./.8�1�E43���������84�������75��4�58�9���������������;�356���54����4�����=5�75���7��>�5����?��������!"B"!���
��%���&�������
�������&��
��%����*�����(��������%������'������''���%��%*���%��%����%�����+������
�%�������+"-.D.-.��1�2��8�5<���7��53��8��4���J���3����� ��9��:�����5��I��9;�>�5����?������A5��4�;�4���7��7 3�������7;�58�9���:5�4�3���-.D.-.<�1�2��8�5<��74=�7 3����7�:�� �595H������ ��9����4 �8���5���7��>�5����?�����-.D.-.8�1�G��9;H��5�� �����9������4��7����� ��9�����5�6�5��I��9;�G3��58� ���0�0��1�Q�6�0�



���������	
���
��
����������
������
������
���

�
���������������� !�"�##!$ %�&'�$!%&($)!���%#$�*(#�& �� ��(#�+�,�#�& �� ���$+-�.�!$�)�������!���/!%)$�*!�0(�� ����"#�#�& %�#&�#0!�"0-%�)�+�! 1�$& �! #���23435���
��6���7����
���������8��
��9���������6���8�������
����6���:�6��3����;�������"+�� �#0!�� '+(! )!%�&'�"0-%�)�+�� ��0(�� �<!&<$�"0�)�'!�#($!%�& �0�%#&$�)�+�!1! #%�� �#0!= �#!��>#�#!%����;�*���� �+-,!��%"!)#%�&'�0(�� �� ��"0-%�)�+�<!&<$�"0-�#0�#�0�1!�%0�"!��#0!�%!##+!�! #�� ��!1!+&"�! #�&'���$+-�.�!$�)�?�+�#�#(�!�� ��+& <�#(�!�� �#0!�$&+!�&'�!�$+-� �1�<�#�& ���23@3A���
��6���7�����B���6��
���6�����
����������6���8���6��8�����6�C��6�����
��������
�66�
���6�����6������3��D�E�����/!%)$�*!�)& )!"#%�&'�#��!�� ��)0$& &+&<-��D�E�*���>!+!)#�� ��$!)&$��F!-� �#�& �+�!1! #%�� �)0$& &+&<�)�+�&$�!$��D�E�)�������� !�#0!�)0$& &+&<-�&'�0�%#&$�)�+�!1! #%�� �#0!�= �#!��>#�#!%�� ��#0!�$���"�)#�& �#0!�"�%#?"$!%! #?�� ��'(#($!���23@3G���
��6���7��������6��������6�
6������6��6���H�������8�
���H�8��8��C��:�6��C�����C��6���I������
8�6�J��������I�
��6���
���8����I8����H���
�
��3��D�K�����/!�& %#$�#!�� �( �!$%#� �� <�&'�#0!���"�)#�&'�"!&"+!?�!1! #%?���!�%?�� ��%-�*&+%?�� )+(�� <1�$�&(%�)(+#($!%�� ��!#0 �)�<$&("%�&'�!$���D�K�*���/!%)$�*!�0&L�#0!�= �#!��>#�#!%�� ���#%� !�<0*&$%�� �#0!�M!%#!$ �N!��%"0!$!�0�1!�)0� <!�&1!$�#0!�)&($%!�&'�#��!�(%� <���"%?��&)(�! #%?�� ��&#0!$��$#�'�)#%��D�K�)���/!%)$�*!�#0!��""$&"$��#!�(%!%�&'�"$���$-�� ��%!)& ��$-�%&($)!%���23@34���
��6���7�������
������6���B8���6��
���8���8���8�
��:����H��������
����:�6��3��D�������/!%)$�*!�0&L��(+#�"+!�"!$%"!)#�1!%�'�)�+�#�#!�#0!�( �!$%#� �� <�&'�#0!�'(++�%#&$-�&'�=>�0�%#&$-��D���*���O&�"�$!�� ��)& #$�%#�"$���$-�� ��%!)& ��$-�%&($)!%�#&�*!##!$�( �!$%#� ���(+#�"+!"!$%"!)#�1!%�&'�#0!�%��!�!1! #���23@3@���
��6���7�����6��IP��8�����6��

���6���:�6��C����
��C��6��8�������3��D�D�����. �+-,!�%&($)!%�& ���$+-�.�!$�)� �N�%#&$-�#0$&(<0��!#!$�� �#�& �&'�)$!��*�+�#-?)& #!�#(�+�,�#�& ?�� ��)&$$&*&$�#�& ��D�D�*�������� !��+#!$ �#�1!�)&($%!%�&'��)#�& �� �= �#!��>#�#!%�0�%#&$-��D�D�)���Q�! #�'-�0&L��!)�%�& %��''!)#!��!1! #%�� �#0!�= �#!��>#�#!%��D�D�����/!%)$�*!�#0!�)�(%!�� ��!''!)#�$!+�#�& %0�"%���& <�F!-�!1! #%�� �0�%#&$-��D�D�!���/!%)$�*!�#0!�$!+�#�& %0�"%���& <�0�%#&$�)�+�!1! #%�� �#0!�= �#!��>#�#!%�� ��#0!�%#(�! #%R�+�1!%#&��-���23@32���
��6���7������:���8��������
���������
���9����3��D�������/!1!+&"�S(!%#�& %��*&(#�= �#!��>#�#!%�0�%#&$-��D���*���Q�! #�'-?�&*#�� ?�� ��)�#!��""$&"$��#!�%&($)!%�'&$�$!%!�$)0��*&(#���$+-�=�>��N�%#&$-?� )&$"&$�#� <�"$���$-�� ��%!)& ��$-�%&($)!%��D���)���T�#0!$�0�%#&$�)�+�� '&$��#�& ��*&(#�#0!�= �#!��>#�#!%��D�������U$!%! #�0�%#&$�)�+�� '&$��#�& ��*&(#�#0!�= �#!��>#�#!%VWXY�Z�[\]̂_��̀YabcWYd�eX̂̂�bcdfgXhc�Yic�jc\ĵck�clcWYdk�f\WYg\lcgdXcdk�]Wb�dXmWXnXf]Wfc�]dd\fX]Ycb�eXYi�Yic�egXYXWm�]WbdXWmXWm�\n�Yic�ocf̂]g]YX\W�\n�pWbcjcWbcWfcqJ6��rs���� t����6� ���6������u�v�w�
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��h��*i�-���i"-�j *k-�.-��� ���l-"*m����"��"�i�-���D�"��-*i�-���i"-�j ���2��n���2��2
��4��2����2��o������676p�9:�;���<2��4q���2���h��
����=�����2���r�
�2��2
��4��2��
��2����h���������2<����
�2�������46$$�%$#&#s#"�*�'($)�l�"�0"����!��/"0���"����AA�/���A�! ���- /"�������������"- �0��.-�0��� ���!��(� ���$�"���#$$�%$#&#s#C�*�'($)�$���/�E�-�/�-�E�"��� ���-�-���t�+��"� ��"��������� ��/!-�����. /"���-��-#$$�%$#&#s#/�*�'($)�l�"�0"�����!�� ��"/���A�������E�������E�"��� ��"�E� �/�0� �.��"- �0��/0��0-���"����!� /�.-�0��E�����!��(� ����$�"���#u
���=���	���=�
��h�����pv676v�9:�;���<2��4q������
��=��o��4��r������2����
���2��r��
���=���=���=�
��h������2h���������
�
�����2���rr�
����r����2�r�
�2���h�2����2�������h���=��2���r�������46$$�%$#&#w#"�'($)�*�j���� A+�"�����"�0"���!�F�/��� ��- �.��0�� ������-���/� ����A"/ � �"����"�0���-��"�� �.��A�! ���-+#$$�%$#&#w#C�'($�*�l�"�0"����!��-����"�/+E�"//0-"/+E�"���/�������������A��- �"-+�"�����/���"-+��0-/������C����-�0���-��"����0�� ������-���/� �����A��!���"��������#$$�%$#&#w#/�'($)�*�x�"�+,��"�����"�0"����!��"��-��- "���0�����A��- �"-+�"�����/���"-+���0-/��#�����676y�9:�;���zo���2���������
����h�2���r��������=���=�
��h����r������2���q����2�
2�����=����2�������
=�6$$�%$#&#{#"�'($)�*�j���� A+�!�F�� AA�- �.��G��- ��/���/"����"������!���������������A���-���/� ���#$$�%$#&#{#C�'($)�*�j���-�-���!�F�"���F!+��"-. �"� ,���"���0���--��-��������.-�0���"��|�- �� � �0"���� .!��0���-��"���! ���- /"���������� � �"-�+��-�� AA�-����+#�������
���<2��4�����2��12���=�������2�����6767�9:�;���zh��
������
�
���r���=���=�
��h�n����������2�n��


��
4n��2���������
��
�2��o�6$$�%$#&#&#"�'($)�*�@���"-�E�/���-"��E�"���/- � B0��!��/���-"��"-.0������ ���- �"-+�"�����/���"-+��0-/����A�! ���-+�A-����0�� ������� "#$$�%$#&#&#C�'($)�*�l�"�0"�����-��.�!��"���� � �"� �����A�"��"- ��+��A��- �"-+�"�����/���"-+! ���- /"����0-/��#$$�%$#&#&#/�'($)�*�}���-� ����!��-��"� ���! ��C��F�����0�� ����/"0����"����AA�/����A��������"��������������� ���!���"��#$$�%$#&#&#��'($)�*�$+��!�� ,���!��-��"� ���! ���"���.�! ���- /"��������� ���!��(� ����$�"����"��-����"���/�������-"-+� ��0��#�������
���123
��4��2��5�����
������6768�9:�;���<==�4������23
��4�=��
�������
�2���

���2���2�>����������
��3
�����2�6$$�%$#&#?#"�'($)�*�@����-0/����"� �.A0��B0��� ����"C�0����� /�� ��(#$#�% ���-+#$$�%$#&#?#C�'($)�*�D�/"��E���"�0"��E�"���/ ���"��-��- "�����0-/���A�-�-���"-/!�"C�0������/������� /� ��(#$#�% ���-+E� �/�0� �.��- �"-+�"�����/���"-+���0-/��E$$�%$#&#?#/�'($)�*�$���/�E��-."� ,�E�"���/�--�C�-"���-����"���! ���- /"�� �A�-�"� ���"C�0������/������ /�� ��(#$#�% ���-+#$$�%$#&#?#��'($)�*�$+��!�� ,��! ���- /"�� �A�-�"� ������/-�"�����F�0���-��"�� �.�#$$�%$#&#?#��'($)�*�@���0� /"��� �B0 -+�-��0����F �! ��"�! ���- /"��/����G�#HIJK�~�MNOPQ��RST�UKVWTIKU�XJPP�YT�OYPT�KN�T��POJI�KST�T\TIKU�XSĴS�̂OVUTW�KST�M]TOK��T�]TUUJNI�OIW�̂N��O]T�KST��KNV̂]]TIK�T\TIKU�JI�KST�HIJKTW��KOKTUa:2��bc���� d����2� ���2������e�f�g�
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REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
Holdrege Board of Education
Friday, March 20, 2026, 12:00 p.m.
HPS Central Office

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Holdrege Public Schools was convened in 
open session on Friday, March 20, 2026, at the HPS Central Office at 12:00 p.m.  

Notice of Meeting Posted 3/12/26 Holdrege Citizen
Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with 
the Board approved method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in 
advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list 
of the news media requesting notification of meetings and advance notification to the listed 
media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was 
provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current 
copy of the Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the 
Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting 
was open to the attendance of the public.

The meeting was duly called to order.  

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting
At the beginning of this meeting, it was announced that a current copy of the Open Meetings 
Act is posted on the wall of the meeting room and directed the public to its location.
 
The following board members were present: Teresa Kroll, Alex McClymont, Chris McQuillan 
(arrived 12:01 p.m.), Brian Rust, and Nick Wells. Samantha Minnick was absent. Also present 
were Todd Hilyard, Superintendent, Sandy Dunaway, Secretary, and Elizabeth Piening, 
Business Manager.

Nancy Nelson, Title I teacher, and Markie Nelson, reading specialist, presented information the 
Title I and Response to Intervention (RTI) programs and activities.

Brea Martin reported for HEA.

President Rust recognized visitors and invited comments for the public forum. 

During the public forum, Nathan Bentley provided information on the negative aspects of 
technology on students.

Board committee reports were reviewed. 

Motion by Wells, seconded by McClymont, to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:
a. Approval of Minutes of February 16, 2026 Regular Meeting
b. Approve the Warrants/Bills
c. Approve the Treasurer’s Report
d. Excuse Absent Board Members

On roll call vote:  Kroll-yes, McClymont-yes, McQuillan-yes, Minnick-absent, Rust-yes, Wells-
yes. Motion carried.



Motion by Kroll, seconded by McClymont, to approve payment of the bill(s) from InSPIRe - 
Holdrege, LLC. On roll call vote:  Kroll-yes, McClymont-yes, McQuillan-yes, Minnick-absent, 
Rust-yes, Wells-yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Rust, seconded by Wells, to accept the resignation of the following noncertificated 
staff:  Melissa Ericksen, Carissa Nelson, Denise Nelson, Morgan Smith, and Jayde 
Wohlgemuth, paraeducators, effective at the end of the 2025-26 contract year. On roll call vote:  
Kroll-yes, McClymont-yes, McQuillan-yes, Minnick-absent, Rust-yes, Wells-yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by McQuillan, seconded by Kroll, to accept the resignation of the following certificated 
staff effective at the end of the 2025-26 contract year: Karlie Bruce, 5th-8th music; Reese 
Dellevoet, 7th math; Abigail Fiske, secondary special education; and Danielle Steinshouer, 
secondary math. On roll call vote:  Kroll-yes, McClymont-yes, McQuillan-yes, Minnick-absent, 
Rust-yes, Wells-yes. Motion carried.

Motion by McQuillan, seconded by McClymont, to approve the employment of the following 
certificated/professional staff for 2026-27 with projected assignments: Hanna Swearingen, early 
childhood education preschool; Heather King, 7th math; Hanna Thagard, 7th science; and 
Talera Kinsey, secondary math. On roll call vote:  Kroll-yes, McClymont-yes, McQuillan-yes, 
Minnick-absent, Rust-yes, Wells-yes. Motion carried.

Motion by McQuillan, seconded by Wells, to approve the employment of the following 
noncertificated/classified staff: Travis Brock, custodian. On roll call vote:  Kroll-yes, 
McClymont-yes, McQuillan-yes, Minnick-absent, Rust-yes, Wells-yes. Motion carried.

Administrative reports were reviewed.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:23 p.m. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be held on Monday, April 20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
High School Media Center.

Sandy Dunaway
Sandy Dunaway, Secretary
Holdrege Board of Education



SPECIAL MEETING
Holdrege Board of Education
Monday, April 13, 2026, 12:00 p.m.
Central Office

Notice of Meeting Posted 4/9/2026 Holdrege Citizen
A special meeting of the Board of Education of Holdrege Public Schools was convened in open 
session on Monday, April 13, 2026, at the Central Office at 12:00 p.m.  

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with 
the Board approved method for giving notice of meetings.  Notice of this meeting was given in 
advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list 
of the news media requesting notification of meetings and advance notification to the listed 
media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was 
provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current 
copy of the Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice.  All proceedings of the 
Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting 
was open to the attendance of the public.

The meeting was duly called to order.  

Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting
At the beginning of this meeting, it was announced that a current copy of the Open Meetings 
Act is posted on the wall of the meeting room and directed the public to its location.

The following board members were present: Teresa Kroll, Chris McQuillan, Samantha Minnick, 
Brian Rust, and Nick Wells. Alex McClymont  was absent. Also present were Todd Hilyard, 
Superintendent, and Sandy Dunaway, Secretary.

President Rust recognized visitors and invited comments for the public forum. 

Motion by Rust, seconded by Minnick, to approve an out-of-state travel request for select 
members of the high school track team to participate in the Kansas Relays on April 17-18, 2026 
in Blue Springs, Missouri, with administrative discretion to prohibit such travel should 
conditions warrant. On roll call vote:  Kroll-yes, McClymont-absent, McQuillan-yes, Minnick-
yes, Rust-yes, Wells-yes. Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:02 p.m. 

Sandy Dunaway
Sandy Dunaway, Secretary
Holdrege Board of Education



Holdrege High School 
Board Report 

April 20, 2026 
 

Jeremy Ham, Principal 
 
 

1.​ HHS Staffing:  Currently we are searching for a Special Education teacher, otherwise all 
staff positions for the 26-27 school year are filled at HHS. 
 

2.​ Testing Complete:  All testing (ACT, Pre-ACT, MAP) is complete for the year at HHS.  
Thank you to Lacie Wright and Pat Hellriegel for the help in orchestrating these large 
testing sessions! 

 
3.​ Prom:  Saturday April 18th we completed Prom activities.  The theme was “Gatsby.”  

Many juniors were involved in the preparation and decoration for this event.  Mrs. 
Pearson and Ms. Gibreal did an excellent job in completing this activity with our 
students.   
 

4.​ 2026-2027 Scheduling Update:  Work continues to establish the master schedule for 
next year based off of the course numbers.  Mrs. Mach and Mrs. Nelson did an excellent 
job of planning ahead and navigating this process efficiently.  Student schedules are 
currently being scrutinized to ensure everything is set for next year. 
 

5.​ Graduation:  Graduation is Sunday, May 17th at HHS, we are planning on 73 graduates.  
Our list of at risk seniors is down to just four students, and they are progressing well.  All 
are passing required courses, these four have some excessive attendance issues to clean 
up and are on track to finish in time.  
 

6.​ Scholarship Update- HHS has six Buffet Scholarship recipients and two Walter Scott 
Scholarship recipients.  This is an excellent reflection of the work happening in our 
guidance office, and an excellent opportunity for these students!!! 
 

7.​ Policy Updates - As an administrative team, we have been collaborating throughout the 
year on policy update suggestions to present for board consideration over the summer.  
We should have our suggestions completed shortly after school is out in May, ready for 
HPS board review.   
 

8.​ Evaluations - HHS teacher evaluations are complete for the current school year, 
non-certified staff evaluations are on pace to be completed in May. 



Holdrege Public Schools 

Special Education & Early Childhood Report 

Director: Casey Klein 

April 20, 2026 

 Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr 
Birth-3 years 7 7 7 7 8 9 9 9 11 

3-5 years with  IEP 
attending NON-HPS 

Preschool 

10 10 7 6 7 8 8 8 8 

3-5 years with IEP 
 attending HPS 

preschool 

6 6 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 

Holdrege Elementary 91 89 85 85 88 88 92 92 90 
Holdrege Middle 

School 
72 71 69 70 71 66 66 65 63 

Holdrege High School 48 47 47 46 44 41 42 42 41 
Special Services 

Students 
234 230 221 220 225 219 224 223 220 

          
3-5 without IEP 
Attending HPS 
Preschoolers 

24 25 23 24 25 25 25 25 25 

 

Professional Development 

NDE/NASES Spring Conference In La Vista: Mrs. Klein attended the conference. The focus was on Specifically 
Designed Instruction (SDI); adverse effect; impact statements in MDT and IEPs; and writing goals that help close 
the achievement gap.  

Autism Conference: Kailee Temple, Kristin Dobish, and Kara Parsons attended the Autism Conference in Kearney.  

Due Dates 

Maintenance of Effort (MOE) is due April 29, 2026. 

Target Improvement Plan (TIP) is due May 1, 2026. 

Overview of Special Education Services federally and in Holdrege Public Schools: 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) outlines specific disability categories that qualify students for 
special education services.  These categories serve as guidelines for identifying and supporting students with 
disabilities. Here's a brief overview of the IDEA federal disability categories: 

1. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD): This category includes a range of developmental disorders characterized by 
challenges in social interaction, communication, and repetitive behaviors. (18 students with this as the primary 
diagnosis district-wide) 

2. Intellectual Disability (ID):  This category involves significant limitations in intellectual functioning and adaptive 
behavior.  (13 students) 



3. Emotional Disturbance (ED): Students with emotional disturbance exhibit one or more specific emotional or 
behavioral difficulties over a long period, impacting their educational performance.  (8 students) 

4. Specific Learning Disability (SLD): This category encompasses disorders affecting the ability to acquire, 
understand, or use specific academic skills, such as reading, writing, or math, despite average or above-average 
intelligence. (63 students our largest category) 

5. Multiple Disabilities: Students with multiple disabilities have impairments in two or more areas, such as 
intellectual disability coupled with sensory impairments or physical disabilities.  (3 students) 

6. Other Health Impairment (OHI): This category includes conditions that affect a student's strength, vitality, or 
alertness, leading to limited alertness with respect to their educational environment. Examples include ADHD, 
Anxiety, and epilepsy. (40 students) 

7. Orthopedic Impairment: Students with orthopedic impairments have physical disabilities that significantly impact 
their educational performance, such as impairments caused by congenital anomalies, diseases, or other conditions. 
(1 student) 

8. Speech or Language Impairment: This category encompasses communication disorders, including language 
impairment and speech sound disorders, which adversely affect a student's educational performance. (35 students) 

9. Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI): Students with TBI experience an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external 
physical force, resulting in impairments in cognitive, emotional, or physical functioning. (0 primary disability) 

10. Visual Impairment (including Blindness): This category includes both partial and total vision loss that, even 
with correction, adversely affects a student's educational performance. (1 student) 

11. Developmental Delay (through the school year in which the child turns 8):  This category refers to a 
significant lag in a child's development compared to typical developmental milestones.  In general, developmental 
delay can manifest in various areas, including motor skills, language and communication, social and emotional 
development, cognitive skills, and adaptive behavior.  (35 students) 

These categories help educational professionals determine eligibility for special education services and develop 
individualized education programs (IEPs) tailored to each student's unique needs. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Holdrege Elementary Schools 

Board Report 
April 20, 2026 
Amber Porter 

 
 
 
April is assessment month. Kindergarten through 4th grade took NWEA MAP 
assessments April 8th and 9th. Students in 3rd and  4th will take the NSCAS 
MAP assessments April 21 and 22. Students have also been taking the final 
Dibels Assessment for the year.  Prior to our assessments we will have a pep 
rally to encourage students to do their best.  Students  set goals for improvement 
from the previous assessments. Students will be able to receive rewards and 
positive reinforcement activities based on their growth.  Students have been 
excited about the goal setting. Even young students want to know if they have 
improved or reached their goal. We have not completed all the assessments, but 
we have another 14 students who will no longer be receiving an IRIP which 
means we are continuing to close the gaps.   
 
Some of our High Ability Learner students presented at Invention Convention 
with the ESU 11. Students prepared and created their own inventions and 
presented them at the Phelps County Museum.  It was a great opportunity for 
these students. We had several students who received medals.  
 
 
4th Grade students will be traveling to the Middle School May 4th to participate in 
a transition exercise for students. They will meet teachers, tour the school, and 
learn expectations for 5th grade.  There will also be an evening session for 
parents.  This has been a tradition that has helped students become more 
comfortable with a move to a new school.   
 
We have three music programs coming up in April and May. 1st and 2nd Grade 
students had their program on April 16th. It was so enjoyable to watch! 3rd and 
4th graders will perform on May 7th at 7:00 pm at the Tassel. Kindergarten will 
have their Kindergarten program as well as graduation on May 14th at 7:00 pm. 
 
Reminder: On April 23, 2026, there will be an Open House for the parents of 
incoming Kindergarten students from 5:30-6:30 pm. Parents will be able to meet 
Kindergarten teachers and tour the school. Currently we have 65 
Kindergarteners registered.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holdrege Public Schools – Activities​
 April Board Report 

 

Spring Activities 

●​ Holdrege Middle School Track Invite – Friday, April 24, 2026​
 Field events begin at 1:00 PM; running events begin at 3:30 PM 

●​ Holdrege Golf Invite – Tuesday, April 28, 2026​
 Shotgun start at 9:00 AM (front and back nine) 

●​ Southwest Conference Track Meet (Cozad) – Saturday, May 2, 2026​
 Start time: 11:00 AM 

●​ Southwest Conference Golf (Broken Bow) – Thursday, May 7, 2026​
 Start time: 10:00 AM at Broken Bow Country Club 

●​ State Girls Tennis – Tuesday, May 26th & 27th​
 Start time: 9:00 am first round matches @ Woods Tennis Center 

 

Spring Senior Nights 

●​ Track & Field – Held during the Holdrege Invite on March 27, 2026 
●​ Tennis – May 11, 2026, at 2:15 PM 
●​ Soccer – April 27, 2026, vs. Kearney Catholic 
●​ Golf – April 28, 2026, during the home golf invite 
●​ Baseball – April 30, 2026, vs. Centennial 

 

Fine Arts 

●​ Holdrege High School District V Music Contest – April 24, 2026, at Minden High School 
●​ High School Musical – Held March 27–29, 2026​

 Beginning next year, the musical will be moved to the first week of March, with performances 
scheduled Thursday through Saturday. 



●​ 2026–2027 School Year Fine Arts Schedule Changes​
 We are planning the following adjustments:​
 

○​ One Fall Concert – October 29 
○​ One Winter Concert – December 14 
○​ Musical – First week of March 
○​ Continued Evening of the Arts 

●​ These changes will reduce the number of high school concerts, but will help minimize scheduling 
conflicts and allow for larger, higher-quality performances.​
 

 

NSAA 2026 Representative Assembly 

Information on proposals passed for the 2025 season can be found here:​
 https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/textfile/leg/repagenda.pdf 

https://nsaa-static.s3.amazonaws.com/textfile/leg/repagenda.pdf


Board Report  
Holdrege Middle School  

Lacie Wright-Principal & Jacob McLain-Assistant Principal/AD 
April 20, 2026 

Spring is in full swing, and our building has been buzzing with activities, learning, and celebrations. Here’s a look at 
what’s been happening at the middle school this month: 

JAG Legislative Day:​
Our JAG program had the opportunity to take four students to Legislative Day at the Capitol. It was a great 
experience for them to learn about state government and civic engagement firsthand. 

HAL Night – April 30th:​
Mark your calendars! Our HAL Night is scheduled for April 30th from 5:00-6:00, with the theme “The Olympics.” 
Students have been working hard on their projects, and we’re excited for them to showcase what they’ve learned in 
creative and engaging ways. 

State & District Testing Wrapped Up:​
We’ve just wrapped up state and district assessments. A huge thank you to Pat Hellreigel for her incredible help in 
organizing and implementing the entire testing process. From scheduling to accommodations and logistics, her 
support was vital to making testing run smoothly across the district and our building. 

HMS Track heating up:HMS track started the season Tuesday April 14th in Minden. Nearly 90 7th and 8th-grade 
students attended the trip. Students will be in action a lot in the upcoming weeks, including our home MS track 
triangular meet on April 21st (action starts at 3:00) and 24th (Action starts at 1:00 p.m.). 

Summer School:We are looking at roughly fifteen 7th and 8th graders as candidates for summer school.  Summer 
school candidates are determined by number of failed classes throughout the school year (Students that have failed a 
total of four or more classes through the first three quarters) and number of days absent from school.  

Teammates: We applied for the Read Grant this year and have received many resources, and then our chapter was 
selected to a receive the vending machine as well. It has been stocked with free books and any student at HMS can 
earn a token. As always we are still looking for mentors to place with students, especially male role models.  

Music Update: Holdrege Middle School will be recognized by Nebraskans For the Arts by being awarded the 2026 
NebraskARTS Award. It is presented to schools whose teachers, administrators, and school board members that 
have gone above and beyond to support, encourage, and facilitate achievement for students within fine arts classes 
and activities. Holdrege Middle School will join the list of 24 schools who have received this award since its 
establishment in 2014. Members of the Nebraskans For the Arts executive board will come to Holdrege to present 
this award at the Tassel on Tuesday, May 12th at 7pm, during the HMS Evening of the Arts celebration. There will 
also be an upcoming concert on April 20th at 6:00. Here are the results from the last contests attended  

Crete Band Contest : 7-8 Concert Band earned a Superior rating 

Cambridge Music Contest 

6th Grade Band earned a Superior rating and 3rd place overall 
7-8 Concert Choir earned a Superior rating 
7-8 Concert Band earned a Superior rating and 2nd place overall 

Overall MS update: The number of office behavior referrals has gone down each week for every grade level. Only 
14 HMS students have been repeat offenders. 

 



We have applied our district eligibility policy consistently and have seen many students rise to the academic 
standards the BOE has in place. 

​
Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our students, staff, and programs. As we head into the final 
month of the school year, we’re excited to keep the momentum going! 

 
 



Superintendent’s Report 
4/20/2026 

1.​ HPS Foundation Golf Tournament -  The 17th Annual HPS Foundation Golf Tournament is 
set for Saturday, June 20th at the Holdrege Country Club.  The Foundation Committee would 
appreciate any help with sponsorships, encouraging teams to play, helping the day of the 
tournament, or just stopping out and saying “hi” to some of the individuals playing in the 
tournament. 

2.​ HPS Staff Recognition Reception - This event is set for Wednesday, May 13th at JB’s.  We 
will follow the typical format of having a brief social time from 5:00 to 5:30.  At 5:30 we will 
start our program for the night which only takes about 20 minutes.  I do think that staff 
appreciate seeing board members there thanking them for all that they do in making 
another successful school year. 

3.​ Pearson Rotary Presentation - I am excited to be bringing Mrs. Pearson to Rotary on 
Thursday, April 23rd to present her experience on the Fox TV series “Extracted”.  Those of 
you who followed along know that she ended up placing third overall.  I think that this 
ended up being kind of a cool deal for HPS. 

4.​ NDE Commissioner’s Advisory - I will be out of the office on Monday, April 27th for the 
final NDE Commissioner’s Advisory meeting of this school year.   

5.​ District 38 Legislative Forum - I already sent the Board a fairly detailed summary of the 
District 38 candidate forum that I attended.  It was a very informative event for me.  We can 
sit back and see if my predictions play out like I thought they would. 
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