
AGENDA
SALINE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

SALINE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Wilber, NE

9:30 AM

DATE: February 18, 2020
This agenda is kept on a daily basis and may change from day to day as requests come in to the County Clerk's office.  
Requests to be on the agenda must be in the County Clerk's office 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting as stated 
above.  This agenda is considered current on the day of the meeting and cannot be changed or altered except for an 
emergency.
      The Board reserves the right to go into executive session if such session is clearly necessary for the protection of 
the public interest or for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual. 

ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
CITIZENS FORUM
CORRESPONDENCE
REPORT OF OFFICIALS
BUSINESS FOR ACTION
9:30 - Ayars & Ayars giving an evalution and presentation on the current condition of and repairing the tuck 
pointing on the Courthouse
Berggren Architects Proposal for re-pointing original courthouse and jail
Discussion concerning mortar replacement and stone repair of courthouse and old jail building.
Clerk of the District Court's report of fees for January.
Sheriff's report of fees for January.
County Clerk's report of fees for January
RESOLUTIONS TO TRANSFER FUNDS
Resolution 2020-007 - Transfer $3,121.72 from General Fund to Aging Services Fund to reimburse for health 
care premiums.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT - ROAD AND BRIDGE MATTERS
11:30 COUNTY GENERAL ASSISTANCE AND CLOSED SESSION MATTERS
Catastrophic Leave Request
CLAIMS APPROVAL
ADJOURNMENT
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February 13, 2020 

 

 

Saline County Board of Commissioners 

℅ Daryl Fikar, County Clerk  

P. O. Box 865 

Wilber, NE  68465 

 

Re: Professional services qualifications 

 Re-pointing original courthouse and jail. 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

The proposed research of other professionals to consider for this project is an important step 

forward.  While it would be convenient to hire Berggren Architects, it is important for you to 

hire the best qualified to provide the service.  Please take time to review our credentials and 

compare them with the other professionals being considered for the necessary services.  I 

believe you will find that Berggren Architects has the most experience and is best qualified to 

ensure the most durable, long-term solution for your project.  

 

Even before founding the firm in 1977, I was the project architect for projects involving older 

and historic structures.  Among those structures were the 1915 Central High School (now 

known as Lincoln High School) with its interior renovation and the buildings on the Lincoln 

Veterans Administration Medical Center campus, with its campus-wide central heating/cooling 

plant and distribution system. 

 

Berggren Architects’ first project was the restoration of the brick granary located at Fort 

Robinson State Park.  The Nebraska State Historical Society (NSHS) was responsible for the 

structure and developed a scope of work to restore the exterior which included repointing of 

the masonry walls and foundation.  Our drawings and specifications were required to follow 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  The 

documents were reviewed for compliance with these standard, and approved by the State 

Historic Preservation Office.   

 

Following this project, NSHS called upon Berggren Architects to be the restoration architects 

for six other masonry buildings at Fort Robinson, three of NSHS’s masonry buildings in Red 

Cloud (related to Willa Cather) two more masonry structures in Lincoln, and one in Neligh. All 

of those projects were required to follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  Berggren 

Architects has provided restoration design services for several of NSHS’s other historic 

structures and historic interior spaces.   

 

We continue to have projects with NSHS today, now renamed History Nebraska. Last year, 

History Nebraska helped coordinate and sponsor the masonry workshop we created to train our 

masons working on the Wayne County Courthouse.   
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Most recently, we were hired to investigate and correct masonry issues at the Gerald R. Ford 

Conservation Center in Omaha.  This building is approximately 25 years old and suffers from 

continual efflorescence on the brick veneer and darkening of the limestone trim.  We have 

completed our investigation and our proposed solution will be submitted for final review by the 

end of this month.  Following approval, the masonry restoration project will be put out for bids. 

 

In addition to the masonry projects completed for NSHS/History Nebraska, Berggren 

Architects has completed many other masonry restoration projects for other clients.  Nearby 

Jefferson County’s courthouse has been an on-going (pay as you go) masonry restoration 

project.  The stone cheek walls flanking three of the entry stairs have been completely 

reconstructed. Approximately 50% of the exterior walls have been re-pointed including 

replacement of 41 individual Ohio Sandstone units.  The last exterior masonry project was the 

complete re-cladding of the central tower with synthetic cast stone.  Required interior 

renovations and roof replacement have delayed the repointing of the remainder of the exterior. 

 

Other counties have retained Berggren Architects for their masonry restoration projects and 

projects which included some masonry restoration.  Among those counties are Antelope, Cass, 

Fillmore, Gage, Johnson, Saline, Sherman, Valley and Wayne, all located in Nebraska.  We 

have also served as preservation consultants, including our expertise regarding masonry, for 

other architects with projects in Chase County, Geary County, and Lincoln County all in 

Kansas.  Likewise, we have provided preservation expertise, including masonry restoration, for 

courthouses at Jackson Co. MO, McLean Co. IL, Sheridan Co. WY, and Terrell Co. GA. 

 

In addition to the expertise existing within Berggren Architects, we also include the services of 

Nigel Copsey, a stone mason and building conservator.  Nigel recently completed his Master’s 

Thesis as well as Technical Paper 30 | Historic Environment Scotland | History.  (Historic 

Environment Scotland serves a similar purpose as our National Park Service’s Technical 

Assistant Division.) Nigel is a Research Associate in the Department of Archaeology at the 

University of York, York, England and is the author of Hot Mixed Lime and Traditional 

Mortars: A Practical Guide to Their Use in Conservation and Repair.  More specific details 

about Nigel’s experience and credentials, I invite you to visit his website at nigelcopsey.com. 

 

Berggren Architects is exceptionally well qualified for your project, but rather than to continue 

with additional background, I invite you to check our references:   

 

Of particular note is Director. Doug Hanson, of Nebraska’s Building Renewal Agency, 

frequently referred to as the 309 Task Force.  Berggren Architects has work on numerous 

projects funded by 309 Task Force, each of which were reviewed by that office.  Most recently, 

I worked with Doug to expand our masonry workshop in Wayne to make it available for state 

employees.  More than a dozen state employees attended including Doug.  What Doug learned 

from Nigel and the workshop led him to request that we develop another workshop so that 

more state employees could reap the benefits of Nigel’s knowledge.  Doug can be reached at 

his office by calling (402) 471-3511. 
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The other prominent reference is the Wayne County Clerk, Debra Finn.  Berggren Architects 

worked with Wayne County several years ago design the elevator installation project.  Some 

time after that project the board of commissioners opted use other professional services for a 

re-roofing project and several re-pointing project.  Clerk Finn’s first hand experience with 

alternative re-pointing solutions is testimony for the value of doing things right the first time. 

Here is part of Clerk Finn’s reply to my inquiry requesting her as a reference: “You understand 

old buildings and truly want to preserve rather than take the cheapest route.  Wayne County 

has taken that route, and knows where that has gotten us.  You have proven yourself a true 

craftsman with our current project.  It would have been very easy to go with the cheap route to 

meet their budget, but as the board is now acknowledging, this is the right way to go about 

doing the job!” I encourage you to call her personally to learn her opinion of Berggren 

Architects, (402) 375-2288. 

 

Of course, you are welcome to visit our website; berggrenarchitects.com for more details and 

examples of our work.  Berggren Architects has had a long and successful relationship with 

Saline County.  We have made every effort to provide exactly the professional service you 

want, need and expect.  I’ll be happy to address any question you may have. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

Jerry L. Berggren, AIA 
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