
AGENDA
SALINE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

SALINE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Wilber, NE

9:30 AM

DATE: January 7, 2020
This agenda is kept on a daily basis and may change from day to day as requests come in to the County Clerk's office.  
Requests to be on the agenda must be in the County Clerk's office 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting as stated 
above.  This agenda is considered current on the day of the meeting and cannot be changed or altered except for an 
emergency.
      The Board reserves the right to go into executive session if such session is clearly necessary for the protection of 
the public interest or for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of an individual. 

ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
CITIZENS FORUM
CORRESPONDENCE
REPORT OF OFFICIALS
BUSINESS FOR ACTION
Reorganization
10:00 - Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation to County Veteran 
10:10 - Berggren Architects - consultation on tuck pointing of old jail building and portions of courthouse.
10:30 - Lyle Weber - Discuss/Approve year end weed control reports
Discuss/possibly award salary increases for appointed officials.
Clerk of the District Court report of fees for December
Sheriff's report of fees for December
County Clerk's report of fees for December
RESOLUTIONS TO TRANSFER FUNDS
2020-001 - Transfer $4,775 from Inheritance Tax Fund to Grant Fund, to be reimbursed.
2020-002 - Transfer $206,000 from the Inheritance Tax Fund to the General Fund as proposed in the 2019-20 
budget.
2020-003 - Transfer $350.00 from the Inheritance Tax Fund to the Juvenile Services Aid Program Fund, to be 
reimbursed.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT - ROAD AND BRIDGE MATTERS
Saline County Roads Department for Saline County Commissioner meeting January 7, 2020 we have 47 
Milligan 1 Wind LLC request to occupy right of way permits to be discussed and approved/disapproved.
11:30 COUNTY GENERAL ASSISTANCE AND CLOSED SESSION MATTERS



Personnel Issue
Appointed official evaluation/salary discussion.
CLAIMS APPROVAL
ADJOURNMENT



 Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
 Animal and Plant Health Protection 
 P.O. Box 94756 
 Lincoln, NE  68509 
 (402) 471-2394 
 

 ACTIVITY REPORT 

 (DUE January 31 of each year.) 
 
                   SALINE                                      County, 2019         .  
 
 
Month and year weed superintendent started in this position:  __November 1,2006_______________________________________ 
 
For the preceding year, indicate the following: 
 
 1. Control authority employees: 
 

a. Number of weeks weed superintendent was employed full-time as a weed superintendent. ....................................  52  
 
b. Number of part-time or seasonal personnel employed annually. .............................................................................. 0  
 
c. Number of full-time personnel. .................................................................................................................................. 0  

 
d. Percent of time weed superintendent spent on required noxious weed activities......................................................  65 % 

 
 2. County noxious weed budget: 
 

a. Actual total weed budget spent for the previous fiscal year. ..................................................................................... $55,278.00 
 

b. Total weed budget most recently adopted and approved (total requirements) ............................................................... $55,191.00     
 

c. Tax dollars required for weed control for last fiscal year ........................................................................................... $55,879.00 
 
 3. Public relations and education: 
 

a. Number of public education and informational meetings presented by the control authority ..................................... 15  
 
b. Number of noxious weed articles published based on information provided by the control authority ........................ 07  

 
c. Number of radio interviews conducted by the control authority regarding noxious weeds ........................................ 00  

 
d. Number of informational letters or brochures distributed by the control authority regarding noxious weeds. ............ 475  
 
e. Number of events that informational noxious weed displays were presented by the control authority ...................... 24  

 
 4. Number of inspections completed and documented with appropriate inspection reports  (Spring)       (Fall)   
 

a. Annual noxious weed inspection ...................................................................................................... 29  21  
 

b. Special noxious weed inspection ..................................................................................................... 15  02  
 
c. Complaint noxious weed inspection ................................................................................................. 10  01  

 
d. Follow-up noxious weed inspection .................................................................................................. 25  14  

 
e. Crop inspections ..............................................................................................................................  08  00  

 
f. Article inspections ............................................................................................................................ 00  00  

 
 5. Noxious weed notification and enforcement: 
 

a. Number of reports received concerning uncontrolled noxious weed infestations (includes landowner complaints 

and Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA) reports) ......................................................................................................... 17  
 

b. Number of requests made to individuals or other entities to control noxious weeds (excluding official notices). ............ 26  
 



 6. Official 15-day notice results: 
 

a. Number of 15-day notices issued. ............................................................................................................................. 00  
 

b. Number of 15-day notices which achieved acceptable compliance prior to notice expiration. .................................. 00  
 

c. Number of notices prosecuted. ................................................................................................................................. 00  
 

d. Dollar value of fine notices collected. ........................................................................................................................ 00  
 

e. Number of 15-day notice disposition reports completed. .......................................................................................... 00  
 
 7. Official 10-day notice results: 
 

a. Number of 10-day notices issued. ............................................................................................................................. 00  
 

b. Number of 10-day notices which achieved acceptable compliance prior to expiration. ............................................. 00  
 

c. Number of parcels force controlled by the county. .................................................................................................... 00  
 

d. Number of parcels force controlled by contractors. ................................................................................................... 00  
 

e. Total number of acres force controlled. ..................................................................................................................... 00  
 

f. Total number of liens filed for nonpayment. .............................................................................................................. 00  
 

g. Total number of 10-day notice disposition reports completed. .................................................................................. 00  
 
 8. Weed Superintendent Education and Training: 
 

a. Number of regional Nebraska Weed Control Association (NWCA) meetings attended............................................. 23  
 

b. Number of state NWCA meetings, workshops, or seminars attended. ...................................................................... 05  
 

c. Number of university, state, or federal information or training sessions attended. .................................................... 01  
 

d. Number of private industry training sessions attended. ............................................................................................. 02  
 

e. Other (list number of sessions attended). .......................................................................................................................... 00  
 
 9. Number of meetings weed superintendent held or attended with (other than those listed above): 
 

a. Control authority. ....................................................................................................................................................... 22  
 

b. County attorney. ........................................................................................................................................................ 9  
 

c. District NDA inspector. .............................................................................................................................................. 05  
 

d. Railroad officials. ....................................................................................................................................................... 00  
 

e. Road departments. .................................................................................................................................................... 11  
 

f. Municipalities............................................................................................................................................................. 04  
 

g. Federal officials. ........................................................................................................................................................ 00  
 

h. Other or miscellaneous                                                                                    ........................................................... 03  
 
 
                  
County Weed Superintendent Signature   Date 
 
 
                 
Control Authority Chairperson/President Signature  Date 
 
  
NW27.doc 
(Rev. 10/08) 



Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Protection 

P.O. Box 94756 
Lincoln, NE  68509 

(402) 471-2394 
 

WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY BOARD ROSTER 
(Due January 31st of each year.) 

 
     Saline     County, 2019 . 

 

 
 
 
Section 2-953 of the Noxious Weed Control Act defines the control authority as the county weed district board, or the county board. 
 

This control authority is:  x County board     Weed board 

 

Name Mailing Address City/State/Zip 
Telephone 

(including area code) 

Board 
Type* 

Date 
Current 

Term Ends 
Years of 
Service 

Chairperson/President: 
Marvin Kohout 

 
1214 State HWY 15 

 
Dorchester/NE/68343 

 
402-946-6531 

 
B 

 
2020 

 
15 

Vice Chairperson/Vice President:       

Secretary/Treasure:       

Member:  
Janet Henning 

 
1426 Hawthorne Ave. 

 
Crete/NE/68333 

 
402-826-2819 

 
B 

 
2020 

 
17 

Member: 
Russ Karpisek 

 
315 N Shimerda St. 

 
Wilber/NE/68465 

 
402-821-2909 

 
B 

 
2020 

 
3 

Member: 
Phil Hardenberger 

 
1140 Lakeshore 

 
Crete/NE/68333 

 
402-826-4262 

 
B 

 
2022 

 
1 

Member: 
Stephanie Krivohlavek 

 
1000 South Main St. 

    
Wilber/NE 68465                                                        

 
402-821-3103 

 
B 

 
2022 

 
5 

Superintendent: 
Lyle Weber 

 
PO Box 67 

 
Dorchester/NE/68343 

 
402-946-4791 

   
13 

*Board types: C   = City representative, weed board 
 R   = Rural representative, weed board 
 B   = Board member, county commissioner/supervisor 

 
 
 
                
County Weed Superintendent signature    Date 
 
 
                
Control Authority Chairperson/President signature   Date 
 
NW29.doc (10/08) 

NOTE:  (1) Roster should reflect current or upcoming members only; and (2) Ex-officio or weed liaison commissioners or 
supervisors designated to receive correspondence in lieu of the chairperson should be indicated as such. 



Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Protection 

P.O. Box 94756 
Lincoln, NE 68509 

(402) 471-2394 
 

BUDGET REPORT 
(DUE January 31 of each year) 

 
 

  SALINE   County, 2019 
 
 
 

Current Year Budget: 
 
 Available Funds:  $55,191.00    
 
 Expenses:  $54,900.00    
 
 
Prior Year Actual: 
 
 Revenues:  $57,124.00  ______ 
 
 Expenses:  $56,486.00    
 
 
Superintendent Salary: $37,737.00    
 
 
 
 
              
County Weed Superintendent Signature   Date 
 
 
              
Control Authority Chairperson/President Signature  Date 
 
NW33.doc 



NOXIOUS WEED INFESTATION REPORT (Due January 31st of each year.) 

Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Protection 
P.O.  Box 94756 
Lincoln, NE  68509 
(402) 471-2351 

    saline  County, 2019 
 

Record acres infested and severity for each noxious weed and land use for the preceding year. 

  
Musk 
Thistle 
Acres 

Plumeless 
Thistle 
Acres 

Canada 
Thistle 
Acres 

Leafy Spurge 
Acres 

Spotted/ 
Diffuse 

Knapweed 
Acres 

Purple 
Loosestrife 

Acres 

Saltcedar 
Acres 

Phragmites 
Acres 

Knotweed 
Acres 

Sericea 
Lespedeza 

Acres 

R
A

IL
R

O
A

D
 

None 965 972 972 970 972 972 972 972 972 972 

Trace 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Light 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Moderate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Severe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acres 972 972 972 972 972 972 972 972 972 972 

R
O

A
D

S
 

None 4657 4708 4705 4667 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 

Trace 39 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Light             12 0 2 36 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Moderate               0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Severe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acres 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 4708 

N
O

N
A

G
R

I-

C
U

L
T

U
R

A
L

 

None 1547 1560 1560 1546 1560 1560 1559 1550 1560 1560 

Trace 2 0 0 4 0 0 1 4 0 0 

Light 8 0 0 9 0 0 0 6 0 0 

Moderate 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Severe 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acres 1560 1560 1560 1560 1560 1560 1560 1560 1560 1560 

P
A

S
T

U
R

E
/ 

R
A

N
G

E
/ 

ID
L

E
 

None 75973 76078 76078 76060 76078 76078 76078 76060 76078 76074 

Trace 37 0 0 7 0 0 0 3 0 2 

Light 56 0 0 10 0 0 0 5 0 2 

Moderate 9 0 0 1 0 0 0 9 0 0 

Severe 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Total Acres 76078 76078 76078 76078 76078 76078 76078 76078 76078 76078 

C
R

O
P

L
A

N
D

 

None 285628 285630 285628 285629 285630 285630 285630 285625 285630 285630 

Trace 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Light 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 

Moderate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Severe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acres 285630 285630 285630 285630 285630 285630 285630 285630 285630 285630 

C
O

U
N

T
Y

 

T
O

T
A

L
 

None 368770 368948 368943 368872 368948 368948 368947 368915 368948 368944 

Trace 85 0 2 16 0 0 1 8 0 2 

Light 78 0 3          57 0 0 0 15 0 2 

Moderate 11 0 0 3 0 0 0 9 0  0 

Severe 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Total 
County 
Acres 

368948 368948 368948 368948 368948 368948 368948 368948 368948 368948 

Total Acres 

Infested 

178 0 5 76 0 0 1 33 0 4 

 

 
Noxious weed(s) petitioned by county:  cutleaf & commom teasel     Total Acres:  58 
    
 
 
               
County Weed Superintendent signature    Date 
 
 
               
Control Authority Chairperson/President signature   Date 
 

  



NW28.doc (3/13) 



The list of Invasive Plants in Nebraska was produced by the Nebraska Invasive Species Council, and include species that have been known to be 

invasive in at least one habitat type. Some species may not show invasive tendencies in other habitats. These lists are advisory in nature; they are 

provided as an educational tool and are not intended, alone, to dictate management actions or for regulatory action.  

 

NEBRASKA INVASIVE PLANT WATCH LIST 

INFESTATION REPORT (Due January 31, of each year) 
 

CountySaline     Year 2019 

 

 

COMMON NAME (SCIENTIFIC NAME) 

 

Cropland 

 

Pasture/ 

Range 

 

Forest/ 

Woodland 

 

Wetland 

 

Rights of  

Way 

 

Total 

Acres 

Absinth Wormwood (Artemisia absinthium L.) 
      

Australian beardgrass (Bothriochloa bladhii) 
 

 

     

Black knapweed (Centaurea moncktonii) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brittle naiad (Najas minor) 
      

Callery Pear (Pyrus calleryana) 

(Only report those found in non-urban areas) 

      

Common teasel (Dipsacus fullonum) 
      

Crown vetch (Securigera varia) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cutleaf teasel (Dipsacus laciniatusI) 
X X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

X 

 

Eurasian water-milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garlic mustard (Allaria petiolata) 
 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

Giant reed (Arundo donax L.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giant salvinia (Salvinia molesta) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henbane (Hyoscyamus niger) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale) 
      

Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) 
      

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) 
      

Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) 
      

Russian knapweed (Acroptilon repens) 
    3 3 

Sickleweed (Falcaria vulgaris) 
      

St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) 
 8   7 15 

Sulphur cinquefoil (Potentilla recta L.) 
 6   1 7 

Water hyancith (Eichhornia crassipes) 
      

Yellow bedstraw (Galium verum) 
      

Yellow bluestem (Bothriochloa ischaemum) 
      

Yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
      

Total Acres Infested 
 14 4  11 29 

Return completed report to:  Nebraska Department of Agriculture, Animal & Plant Health Protection, PO Box 94756, Lincoln, NE 68509 



Noxious Weed Control Plan Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
(Due January 31 of each year) Animal and Plant Health Protection 
Revised November, 2004 P.O. Box 94756 

Lincoln, NE 68509-4756 
(402) 471-2394 

 
 
For:  _______SALINE______________________________ County  For the year 2020 
 
 
Statement of Finding  
 
The failure to control noxious weeds on lands in this state is a serious problem which is detrimental to the 
production of crops and livestock and to the welfare of residents of this state and which may devalue land 
and reduces tax revenue (Neb. Rev. Stat. 2-945.02(1)). 
 
Section 2-954 of the Nebraska Noxious Weed Control Act requires each weed control authority to 
establish a coordinated program for the control of noxious weeds within the county.   
 
 
Goals 
 
List three goals outlining how your county plans to reduce the number of noxious weed infested 
acres in your county.   Also, explain how your county plans on achieving each goal. Be specific and 

provide as much detail as possible.  If more space is needed, you may attach additional sheets.  (You 
may use a computer generated plan that follows the same format.) 
 

1.  Continue the fight against Phrag. 
     
Phragmites continues to spread and the fight will go on.  More little infestations were located this past 
year so the time spent trying to control it is growing.  As with most patches of Phragmites, when you do 
control measures the infestation just moves a little and a new patch forms.  With at least one landowner 
on board to help with the control measures getting the message out will be the objective.  Since word of 
mouth is the best source of information I need to get that one landowner to tell all his friends what 
Phragmites has done to his property already.  I might try to come up with some kind of incentive to get 
landowners to be more active in their control efforts.  Either doing some kind of cost share like the WMA 
or providing time or chemical on a one time basis might be an option.  Just getting landowners to get 
started is half the battle.  Once some progress is made I think it will be easier to get other landowners on 
board.                                            
 

2. Better coordination on control measures 
 
One area that I am going to try and get better at is the coordination of when somebody sprays or has 
somebody spray for them.  For whatever reason whenever I tell somebody to spray an infestation I get 
“the COOP is going to do it or somebody else is going to do the spraying”.  Then when the follow up 
inspection is done and nothing happened I get finger pointing.  I know it is the land owners responsibility 
but when they hire someone I take their word for it.  Many times I check with the people doing the 
spraying and I am told “yea we didn’t get to it or we were told it wasn’t a big deal’.  Then by the time 
everything gets straightened out it is too late to do the control measure.  This year I am telling 
landowners that they need to call me when they are going to do the spraying or if they hire it out they 
need to inform me so I can talk to whomever is doing the spraying and impress on them the importance of 
the control measure that needs to be done.  Hopefully doing it this way this year I don’t hear that 
everybody else was going to do the spraying and it actually gets done.                                               
  
 
 



3. No more “Just enough” 
 
This goal I hoped wouldn’t have to be a goal but it is.  Too many times in the past I get a landowner to do 
control measures and when I go back for a follow up inspection, minor effort was done.  Then when I 
look into forcing more control efforts I am told “an effort was made”  The landowners that do this know 
that is all they have to do to get off the hook.  One way to achieve this is to get them to do their control 
sooner rather than at the last minute.  Staying on these landowners, especially the chronic problem ones, 
hopefully will produce better results.  Making the landowner do “minimal” effort over and over again might 
get them to actually just do a better job the first time.  Once they see some progress maybe landowners 
will actually work to get things done before the county weed control has to step in and force things to 
happen.  I think some of the chronic landowners really want to control their weeds they just don’t know 
where to start.  Helping them get started is half the problem.  The county weed authority just has to be 
careful deciding what is not knowing where to start and not wanting to work to control anything and using 
excuses.. 
 
These goals can be met by being diligent about how we go about controlling the problems that we face.  
Getting the landowners on board to help out and educate them with what to do and look for will make it 
easier on the weed control authority.  Getting the landowners to take the time to do the 
mechanical/spraying work will go a lot farther in controlling these weed problems.  The county weed 
control authority might have to prioritize some of the problem areas in order to get ahead of the game so 
to speak.   
 
 
 
 
 
General 
 
 
In this section, list how your county achieved last season’s goals and were they successful? Explain. 
 
The goals were for the most part met last year.  Even though Phragmites spread to more acres from the 
year before, the reason was more sites were found and not because of previous infestations spreading.  I 
was able to communicate with multiple landowners that have some Phragmites on their property.  Now 
these people as least know about Pragmites and what they can do to fight the infestations.  One land 
owner came to me to report that he has an infestation on his land and some land where he farms.  He 
asked for help because he wanted to start fighting the Phrag.  I did a costs share and supplied chemical 
for the individual because he was spraying multiple sites.  Further inspections showed the infestations 
were sprayed and the landowner is following the progress because he doesn’t want the weeds to spread.  
Making teasel a county added noxious weed has provided results already.  The number of sites of teasel 
increased between making teasel noxious and this year but I was able to spray all the sites on county 
right of ways this year.  Also, the landowner that has the most teasel and is the root of the infestations 
refuse to do anything so I went to the FSA just to ask if the land was in CRP.  It is and they must have 
notified him because a week or so later the teasel was either mowed or sprayed.  Since almost all of the 
sericea in Saline County is located at a NRD lake my job has been to monitor the infestation.  The NRD 
has almost completely gotten rid of the sericea.  Just a few plants here and there are left. Every year 
there is less and less sericea.                      
 
   
 
Noxious Weed Enforcement 
 
 1. Which legal notice(s) will be utilized by the county weed control authority? 
 

_______X_________10 day ________________15 day ________________Both 
 



 2. List the procedure that the control authority has adopted for the weed superintendent to follow 
when notifying landowners of uncontrolled noxious weed infestations. 

 
Twice a year a General Notice is published in the local papers.  In the spring and again in the fall.              
This will give plenty of notice to the landowners what is expected of them in Saline County. 
         
After a noxious weed infestation is found or reported, an inspection is done on the infestation.  A                
letter along with the inspection report and any other information the county feels is needed is then               
sent to the landowner.  The letter states they have 10 days to comply.  On the 11th day another                  
inspection is done to check for compliance.  If not then forced control will begin with the cost                       
going to the landowner.  If the bill is not paid a lien will placed on the property until the bill is paid.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 3. List the guidelines or policy that the control authority has established for the weed superintendent 

to follow when issuing and enforcing an individual notice.  (Include information regarding 
inspections, evidence, officials to be notified, etc.) 

 
 
 An inspection is the first thing to happen.  The findings and all other evidence will be taken and  
 filed.  A letter and a copy of the inspection along with other useful information will be mailed to                    
 the landowner stipulating that they have 10 days to comply.  On the 11th day another inspection   
 will be done to check for compliance.  If it is not done, then immediately a force control is done           
        until it meets the Nebraska State Noxious Weed Law.  All papers and work done will be filed in  
 the weed control office.  A bill for fees, chemicals, equipment and services will be sent to the the  
        landowner.  If the bill is not paid, the control authority shall immediately cause a notice to be filed.  
 If the bill is not paid, the control authority shall immediately cause a notice to be filed of possible 
 unpaid weed control assessments against the property upon which the control measures were  
 used in the register of deeds office.  If unpaid for two months, the control authority shall certify to 
 the county treasure the amount of such expense and such expenses shall become a lien on the  
 property which the control measures were taken as a special assessment levied on the date of  
 control, The county treasurer shall add such expense to and it shall become and form a part of  
 the taxes upon such land and shall bear interest at the same rate of taxes. 



Public Awareness  
 
Explain the type of public relations activities that your county will use in the upcoming year to increase 
public awareness (newspaper articles, interviews, presentations given, weed tours, landowner contacts, 
etc.).  Do not include the required general notice in this section. 
 
 
Contacting landowners with infestations directly this year should alleviate the “did not think about it” 
excuse. This way they have no excused for “not seeing anything about it”.  A new Extension agent is 
starting in the county this year and we have talked about sending more information on the extension 
mass e-mail list.   More articles are planned on the County’s web site since most people in the county 
now follow what is going on in the county via the web site. A few more newspaper articles are planned in 
order to reach the masses of people that will see it and become educated a little more.  5 Rivers Weed 
Management is again involved with a cost share program to help landowners or renters to control certain 
troublesome weeds.   
This year a special e-mail version of a newsletter might be tried since more and more people are using 
computers as their primary source of information.  The 5 Rivers weed management area has printed 
some weed ID pamphlets to hand out that will help landowners identify weeds. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
Cooperative Efforts 
 
Does your county actively support and participate in a weed management cooperative group? 
 
NO _______  YES ___X____  Explain 
 
Saline County is a member of 5 Rivers Weed Management Area, this area consist of ten counties in 
Southeast Nebraska.  This group has obtained grants and had test plots and put on public awareness 
meetings to educate the public on Noxious and troublesome weeds.  The main weed we focused on last 
year was Sericea Lespedeza with Phragmites and Caucasian Bluestem, and Teasel the main weeds this 
year.  This past year Five Rivers obtained a grant and hired a helicopter to search the river systems in 
the area. The Five Rivers WMA is the driving force behind the cost share program the county is involved 
in. The WMA continues to sponsor a cost share program with landowners to help cover the cost of 
controlling some troublesome weeds in Southeast Nebraska. 
 
 
How does being part of a weed management cooperative group benefit your county? 
 
Being in a cooperative group helps tremendously because you are able to utilize more resources than if 
you do it by yourself.  Recently the WMA hired a helicopter to fly the river systems.  Saline County by 
itself would not be able to afford or justify paying the cost by itself.  Pooling together with other counties 
makes this activity possible.   There are more ideas to bounce around and you are able to get more 
feedback from other members.  The financial burden decreases because the group is able to obtain 
grants for the work that is to be done.  It is also good public relations to join with our neighboring counties 
to work together.  Saline County would not have been able to receive the grant to run the cost share 
program on its own.  Being a member of the WMA has gained Saline County access to more funds to 
help people control weeds.



Contact List 
 
 

 
Agency 

 
 Contact Person 

 
Phone Number 

 
Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission 

 
Matt Seitz 

 
402-806-0915 

 
Nebraska Department of Roads 
 

 
Mark Bors 

 
402-946-3341 

 
BELF 
 

 
Larry Gibbons 

 
308-870-1705 

 
NRD 
 

 
Scott Sobotka 

 
402-362-6601 

 
RC&D 
 

 
Bobbie Meints 

 
402-869-2355 

 
FSA 
 

 
 

 
 

 
NRCS 
 

 
 

 
402-821-3292 

 
Rural Development 
 

 
 

 
 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 

 
Bruce Derski 

 
402-236-5051 

 
National Forests or Parks 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Railroads  
 

 
Gary Nyberg(BNSF) 

Jeff Hedges (UP) 

 
701-797-3342 

402-280-7563 
 
Irrigation Districts 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Cities and Villages 
 

 
Crete 

Dewitt 

Dorchester 

Friend 

Western 

Wilber 

Tobias 

Swanton 

 

 
402-826-4315 

402-683-5025 

402-946-3201 

402-947-2711 

402-433-2861 

402-821-3233 

No listing 

402-448-2425 

 
Local News Media 
 

 
Crete News 

Friend Sentinel 

 
402-826-6887 

402-947-2391 
 
Public Power District 
 

 
 

 
800-743-3899 



 
Other 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many total hours does the control authority anticipate will be dedicated to 

the county noxious weed program?  For the coming year?  (Hours per quarter) 

 
___400_____ January - March 
___640_____ April - June 
___640_____ July - September 
___400_____ October - December 

 
 
 
 

 49716. Has your county's noxious weed infestations increased or decreased in the past year?  
__increased__  Explain. 

 

Saline County’s noxious weed infestations have increased in the past year.  

Though that is a little deceiving because the increase is a result of a new 

weed being declared noxious when teasel was made a county added noxious weed.  

The historically noxious weeds have decreased as a whole last year.                         

Some weeds saw a decrease in infestations and severity while some other weeds 

saw an increase in the number of infestations. Nothing was out of control 

but new little spots popped up.  Hopefully, none of the new infestations 

will become a problem but they will need monitoring.  The past infestations 

have decreased this year.  Our counties main weed problems have shifted from 

musk thistle to leafy spurge.  Even though we will always have a thistle 

problem leafy spurge is lesser now and harder to control.  Phragmites is 

established in the county now and more locations have been found.  The 

resilience of this weed makes it a hard fight to gain control.  So more work 

will be required to stay on top of it.  Teasel has been added as a county 

wide noxious weed and the number of infestations has grown substantially. 

Hopefully the numbers will go down once control efforts can be made.  A 

better cooperation with the public and more trust from the public towards 

the weed department is the general reason for the decrease.  Another year 

on the bad infestations better mapping of old infestations has also helped. 

 

Some of the newly added noxious weeds that go unnoticed for a while and then 

explode causes some concern for the future levels but hopefully with the 

help of new chemicals and an informed public we can keep the levels down. 

With new weeds probably being added to the list during the year, the level 

might change.   But hopefully we can get on top of things before the 

infestations get out of control. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Provide any other information or policy that the control authority has determined 

to be relevant to the noxious weed control program. 

 
 
 The Saline County Board serves as the Weed Board.  The Board supports the weed  
 Superintendent in weed control issues and generally does not interfere or hinder any efforts 
 in weed control.  The Board also is supporting in making sure the weed department has the                            
proper equipment needed to do the job.  This support enhances the control efforts the       
superintendent has in dealing with public issues.  The Board is also very helpful if questions come up 
from the superintendent.  This comfort makes the job of the superintendent a lot easier. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
4. Does your county have a resolution giving your county weed superintendent the authority to issue 

individual notices? 
NO ____ YES _X___ 
 
How often is this resolution presented and approved by the County Weed Control Authority? 

 
 Every year 
 This resolution is presented any time a major change takes place in the responsibility of the  
 Nebraska Noxious Weed Act or when the Board of Commissioners changes authority of the  
 Weed Superintendent.  Otherwise the resolution remains in effect for every year that the Weed 
 Superintendent holds office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted, reviewed, and approved by the county noxious weed control authority at a regular board 
meeting  
 
 
Dated ____________________________ 2018-2019 
 
 
 
____________________________ 

 ______________________________________
___ 

Date      County Weed Superintendent 
 
 
 
____________________________ 

 ______________________________________
___  

Date      Control Authority Chairperson 
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	REPORT OF OFFICIALS
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	2020-003 - Transfer $350.00 from the Inheritance Tax Fund to the Juvenile Services Aid Program Fund, to be reimbursed.

	HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT - ROAD AND BRIDGE MATTERS
	Saline County Roads Department for Saline County Commissioner meeting January 7, 2020 we have 47 Milligan 1 Wind LLC request to occupy right of way permits to be discussed and approved/disapproved.
	Milligan 1 (47) Request to Occupy ROW Permits


	11:30 COUNTY GENERAL ASSISTANCE AND CLOSED SESSION MATTERS
	Personnel Issue
	Appointed official evaluation/salary discussion.
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	Claims 1-7-20
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