
Ainsworth Community Schools
Board of Education

Work Session & Advisory Retreat
District Office

May 21, 2024 - 7:00 PM

AGENDA

The Mission Slogan of Ainsworth Community Schools is "ACS CARES:  We are Committed to 
Achieving Results for Everyone's Success"

In accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act 84-1407-14 the Open Meetings Act is posted on the south wall 
of the District Office Board Meeting Room.

1. Opening Procedure, Work Session of the Board
2. Announce Open Meetings Act Posting and Location
3. Work Session and Related Documents or Materials

3.1. Exchange Student Report - Nelly Hoche and Paul Welke
3.2. Activities Participation Survey Results
3.3. JH/MS Activities Practice and Scheduling
3.4. JH/MS Exempt/Home School Students and Activities Participation
3.5. Drug and Alcohol Policy - Handbook and ARs
3.6. Annual Car Program
3.7. NCDC
3.8. Other

4. Adjourn

The Board reserves the right to move into closed session to protect the public interest or needless injury to the 
reputation of an individual for any action item listed on the agenda.  The Board may, at its discretion, change 
the order of the agenda to accommodate unforeseen issues related to an agenda item.



5th Grade

What adjustments or changes could ACS make to increase your
child's participation in MS Activities?

I think at the 7th and 8th grade level there should be mandatory participation in sports as
their PE class. They wouldn't have to be required to participate in competitions but the sport
practice is their PE.

Include all children irregardless of how “good” they are at that sport

Organize elective classes so students do not have to choose between art, theater,choir, and
band

Motivation of staff and homework load

None

More help with band act

This child of mine is just not interested in much for group activities.



What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to participate
in the Band or Choir program?

Cheaper way to get instruments

Teach more of the fun aspects of music vs watching movies during many class periods

None

Both

I am already talking to my child about their choice for a band instrument even though he is
not interested.

What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to participate
in the Art or Theater program?

Eliminate the overlap of class periods, so students do not have to choose between 2
classes

None



Additional clarification:
My child will likely participate regardless of the practice time due to interest in the activity,
however I feel that practicing after school will allow more time for skill development and
expand the knowledge and passion for the sport, this increasing overall participation.

I would prefer all school sports activities to be scheduled right after school. Especially when I
have to leave wrok to pick up my child from school, take them home and return to work. If
practices were right after school I could stay at work longer, then pick them up and go home.
My employer would also appreciate this.

Additional Comments (optional):
It would be nice to have consistency between the city youth activities and how the programs
are ran for the JH athletes.



6th Grade

What adjustments or changes could ACS make to increase
your child's participation in MS Activities?

Send out reminders/emails of what and when sports ore available

Not sure

Improve value of learning with time involved. Have realistic levels of instruction with skill
appropriate expectation from capable coaches/teachers.

The activities that I listed above are not available for 5th/6th grade students at ACS. If they
were available, he would participate.

Better communication; teacher involvement/guidance

Build enthusiasm around activities. Celebrate participation!!!

Choir department needs improvement

N/A



na

Que las actividades no tengan el mismo horario

There are some that I think that he would excel in, but I can't gem him to even try. I think
that he fears failure.

Have definitive schedules….stick to schedules including practice

What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to participate
in the Band or Choir program?

Lessen out of school hours required: pep band, concerts, plays, practice, and marching.

It's not a choice. As a 5th grader he was required to be in music.

I think it should be mandatory at least through 8th. Music is just as beneficial to their
growing brains as math or reading.

Watching movies during choir should not be included in the curriculum. If watching for
educational purposes, that is fine. Watching just to pass the time should not be tolerated. I
want my kids to enjoy singing, but they cannot be excited about it if they know they are
going to class to watch a movie for the 3rd day in a row. Seek out other opportunities to sing
for events outside the school. Cottonwood Villa, Sandhills Care Center, Senior Center, etc.
One concert per year seems as though there is little motivation to show off the kids hard
work in the choir classroom.

I think positivity. Having kids being called names and having complete chaos in a classroom
is not inviting for students to be excited about something.

Continue as a class during school hours.

Enseñando a tocar más instrumentos

There are too many choices put against it for kids to pick. You can check in our array, none
of the other towns have as many choices that we do. We are stretching our kids out too thin.
We need to remember that we are a class D school, pick a few things to offer and go with it.

Offer guitar and piano during school hours



What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to
participate in the Art or Theater program?

Art is okay.

It could be an actual option. As a 5th grader, these classes were not an option.

Schedules conflict with their sports schedule. Activities working together so students can
participate in more than one activity would be helpful.

Unknown

na

Hacer clases muestra

My child is not allowed yet as he is only in 6th grade.

NA

Additional clarification:
School life balance is already bad. Adding more time requirements on students during their
free fun time most will choose not to participate in school activities.



Run into other extra curricular after school scheduling conflicts

Confused by the above statement as we are y aware of any sports schedule for the 5th
grade year that wasn’t after school…..volleyball, basketball, DI, wrestling all are after

Practicing after school would create a later evening to get home for homework and relaxing
purposes.

Tener más tiempo de práctica

If we move the MS practices to afterschool, we will need to make sure that there is a MS
homework policy put into place and adopted by the entire MS staff. Every year at the
beginning of the year in the 7-12 staff meeting we are told that we are not to give “extra
and/or unnecessary” homework. There are a few teachers that are still giving TONS of
homework (not sure what type of homework, if its necessary, ect..I just know it is a lot) in the
MS and it is overwhelming students to the point that they are not willing to go out for sports
because they feel that they cannot get things done. Parents also will make that decision for
their kids as well, I have had that happen in band class. (This happens in HS as well.) This
would facilitate a homework protocol, so that if they find themselves in a jam where they
cannot get things done, that they will be able to make things up in a timely manner. I do not
think that a kid should be penalized for getting carsick and are unable to do homework on a
bus. Making kids do home work at 10PM (or later) when they get home is asinine.
Especially if it just for menial homework. Another thought to get kids out for more activities,
would be a late bus for kids that do not have rides home from practice. IF you have a
bussing schedule for sports kids, they might have more of an opportunity to get back and
forth to practices and events. Lastly, can you give PE credit to kids that go our for sports?
They do in other schools in HS. Just a thought.

I disagree with this to an extent…..students may be participating in practices until 8:30 at
night, if they wish to do 2 fall sports.

Additional Comments (optional):
I feel there are plenty of activities but I also feel like sometimes the only way I know about
them is through other people and not necessarily the school

If kids don't want to participate for a staff member, it's the person. Not the kids. It's difficult to
force kids to participate in activities that consistently bring unprofessional drama and stress
instead of instruction and improvement.

Our children are just starting middle school so I have no comparison or have not been
through the process yet

"Middle school" at Ainsworth is technically 5-8; however, in terms of activities, it generally
only applies to 7th-8th grades at ACS. So...this survey was a little confusing, as it does not
currently apply to 5th/6th graders.

Coaching education for those coaching would be helpful. How to work with kids-all kids,
developing allKids who have an interest. We have few kids interested and if you’ve watched
some practices, if effort is only being put into a few, we will continue to see less students
participate and less growth in those students

I'd like to see continued support of coaches and holding students accountable. We need to
ensure that we are teaching our children/students to be accountable and also persist through
hard things. Celebrate teachers and coaches. Celebrate students who participate in
worthwhile activities. Inform parents about the detrimental impact of NOT participating in
activities.



5th/6th grades are just lost in the shuffle of “Middle School” the only thing they get to be
involved in and are required to are Choir and Band why not let them go to a class of Art,
Theater. So when they get to 7th grade they know what they want to sign up for. FCCLA do
they know what it is? Just an idea on how to get the students more aware of what these
programs are.

This is going to be hard for some parents to understand. 5-6 does not have the same class
offering as 7-8, and this survey is confusing in that aspect.

Are you calling band, student council, quiz bowl sports?



7th Grade

What adjustments or changes could ACS make to increase your
child's participation in MS Activities?

Communication

Coaching adjustments

More convenient to have practices right after school.



What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to participate
in the Band or Choir program?

More communication, less afterschool and weekend activities

NA

Stop having concerts that so many classes participate in and actually sing not play yoga
balls and the like.

Music can do so much good, promote involvement and work with coaches to allow students
to do both

What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to participate
in the Art or Theater program?

NA

Idk hasn’t done it yet

They have discussed Art & Theater but I would prefer they stick with band.



Additional clarification:
Having them during 8th period is really great for us because then it isnt so late when we
finally get home.

I think the middle school activities should be done during school hours, to allow children to
explore options without running into transportation or other outside school barriers. Some
students may never realize their potential if they’re never given the opportunity to
experience the activities during a normal school day/setting

This schedule would work better for my work schedule. I coud stay at work longer instead of
having to leave early to pick up my child. I woudl have to make less trips to and from town.

Additional Comments (optional):
Middle school is such a crucial time developmentally in children’s lives, removing the
opportunities is not a good solution, however finding the right teachers and coaches who
have a passion doing them is very crucial



8th Grade

What adjustments or changes could ACS make to increase your
child's participation in MS Activities?

I feel at the 7th and 8th grade level there should be mandatory participation in sports as
their PE class. Competions would not be mandatory

Offer more activities for their interest

More variety of activities. Speech, Theater, etc

None

More info for parents,

The fine arts classes compete for attendance since their offered during the same time.
Making students choose between similar classes does not allow participation.



What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to participate
in the Band or Choir program?

We've done Band in the past and it's a teacher issue as to why they have decided against it.
As far as choir it is offered opposite of Art and they prefer Art better

My child already participates

De-conflicting choir and Band class times

There are conflicting classes that student is interested in also offered during this time,
creating a difficult choice to be made. Also, students speak that class content is not directly
related to the class topic.

What adjustment could ACS encourage your child to participate
in the Art or Theater program?

If a child does band and choir they can’t do theater or art. This year my child couldn’t do
theater because they are in band.

None

Again, time the classes are offered conflicts with other classes student is interested in taking



Additional clarification:
The amount of homework to balance

Having during 8th period allows them to still participate in out of school activities and allows
time for homework etc. Our kids participate in a variety of group/activities outside of the
school ie: church, club sports, trap etc that are also after school.

I think this is a good idea.

My child wants to participate in sports, so moving the time after school will not impact child's
participation...but can only anticipate that moving practices after school will allow further
development of athletes in those sports, this making those activities stronger and
encouraging more participation.

Additional Comments (optional):
Thank you!

Definitely on us but we are often not relayed information about extracurricular activities until
after they've begun.

Middle school should give students the opportunity to try a variety of activities to further their
interest. Is it possible to offer extra curricular classes on a rotating quarterly bases (ie
rotating sections for art, theater, shop, consumer science, etc)?



Why do you choose to participate in your activities?
Activities can be a lot of fun and they are a great way to make memories and friends.

Because it will give me opportunities

I like to play sports and stay active.

I like the wrestle

I always have done them.

I love sports and want to be involved

They help me be the best version of myself

I enjoy being in them and the people that are with me.

I chose to Participate in these activities because they were not only fun but also thoroughly
enjoyable.

I like them and succeed in them.

i felt like it

It is something that I can express myself in.

To be in shape and have the ability to meet different individuals



Because they are fun

I've done them most of my life

Basketball is the only sport I like

Everyone in my family has participated so I wanted to follow in their footsteps.

Engages my mental toughness

They are things I enjoy doing

Because i like to do sports.

I enjoy them

These are the activities that I've been doing and I like them the most.

I choose to participate in the activities because they are fun and look good on apllicatoins.

I think it is good experiences

To be more socially aware and open to activiites.

To be a fun part of my school and to participate in activities that I can enjoy and to make
new friends.

Fun, improvement

Yes

football was a way out of making bad choices

I like to run.

I did not choose to do an activity, my parents put me in

I enjoy learning about ag and becoming a leader

Because I like to be part of the school.

They were fun and I enjoyed doing them.

because i like it and its fun

Because you only have a few years of your life to play football and wrestling if you don't
make it D1 so I want to experience it while I can.

I enjoy staying active and hanging out with a team.

So I can do something with my friends besides school

they're fun and im interested in them

I like it

I like them

They seemed fun

I find them fun and wish to succeed in them.

because thye are what ilike

I enjoyed them the years before or they were similar to mo other activities.

They are fun and I have always had an interest in them.



I enjoy doing sports and making friends.

It helps with leadership skills and is a lot of fun

I enjoy them

represent Ainsworth

to fill up time and keep me fit

Because I am good at them.

cause that is the life I am in.

To see what its like in FFA

they are fun

They are fun

I get a break from home and am allowed freedom with my friends.

I enjoy participating in them

Cause they are physical sports and you can hit people

I like the lifestyle.

Family and friends

The coach is amazing and I have fun.

wrestling is fun and i like the coaches

because its my senior year why not

I choose to participate in the activities because I think they are fun.

I've loved watching them and figured I'd love participating in them too.

The fun and learning experiences

Gotta do something

there fun

becaues i enjoy it

its fun

What would help you participate in more activities?
More time after school or not doing all 3 sports

More time in the day

More time during my day, sometimes there is a lot on my plate and I struggle to fit
everything in my schedule.

Some of the coaches

more time

Stricter coaches who can balance a good time with being serious and getting better



nothing really, I love playing sports no matter what.

Coaches that help everybody and not just people they see potential in

Somethings that would help me participate in more activities is; having more time to do so,
as well as not having as much homework.

Not having to work.

i don’t like all activities

More time in the day.

Being aware of what the activity does.

Not sure

More participants

If there wasn't coach favorites and different schedules.

More promotion of activities

If they did not take as much time out of my day.

I participate in a lot already

More promoting of the reasons why I should participate in those activities.

I do not know.

i don't know

More free time and less homework

Knowing more about the programs.

encouragment

Better organizers.

not a lot of things would help, but i'm not at all interested in any of these

i dont know

I don’t like to do sports

Less homework.

My own decision if I wanted to or not.

nothing

If they were in my interest.

I want to have time to spend with family and follow some of my own interests.

If practice wouldn't be before school

take up less time and money

I dont know

Mens' volleyball

I’m planning on doing more next year but didn’t interest me this year

The understanding and skill to proceed without failing terribly.



extra time at home

More time for home work, make the activities more enjoyable.

If we had try outs and not everyone makes the team.

Having more time to do these activities

If I had more time

more free time

more kinds of activities

less homework and less late nights

Having more time for them.

more things that i am intrested in like rodeo

maybe track

Nothing

If the programs didn't take as much time out of my day.

Nothing

Nothing I like these two and I’m not doin any others

Having coaches that actually care about ALL of their players instead of picking favorites.

more convincing

If I knew the coach better and if someone I know goes out.

If not everyone who tried out made the team

better coaches

more incentive because im not doing something if its going to cut my free time down after
school

nun

More time

Less other activities to do.

I dont know

more schedule time

better suport
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