
City of Bennet
City Council

NOTICE OF MEETING
July 13, 2026

City Council Regular Meeting
7:00 PM

Bennet City Hall, 685 Monroe, Bennet, NE 68317

*Meeting agendas are kept continuously current and available for public inspection at the offices of the City Clerk.  All sessions 
of the Bennet Mayor and City Council remain open to the attendance of the public, but the Council reserves the right to go into 
closed session subject to the Open Meetings Act

REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA

1. ROLL CALL AND PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW NOTIFICATION
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. CONSENT AGENDA

3.a. MINUTES of June 8, 2006, City Council Regular Meeting Approval
3.b. Approve amended minutes from the May 2026 meeting
3.c. Discuss/Approve Agreement with Mike Palm for iWorq Assistance
3.d. Approval of Conversion Quote for ClerkBooks Municipal Accounting program on CIP List
3.e. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT
3.f. TREASURER’S REPORT

4. PRESIDING OFFICER PUBLIC COMMENT ANNOUNCEMENT.  
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5.a. Ryan Cheney Building Permit
6. NEW BUSINESS

6.a. Discuss/Approve RESOLUTION 2026-7.1 Renewal of LARM 
6.b. Discussion/Action  Bennet Square Sign created without permit/approval
6.c. Discuss/Approve Acceptance of Bush Pines Outlot D remaining parcel
6.d. Discuss/Approve Moving Brush Pile location to WWTP
6.e. Nuisance Abatement 610 Cottonwood
6.f. Nuisance Abatement 675 Fir Street
6.g. Discuss/Approve — Creating an E-Bike Ordinance in cooperation with other communities
6.h. Discussion/Approve Registration of Golf Cars, UTV's, ATV's
6.i. Discuss/Approve School Meter Installation and water usage
6.j. Approval of Pavers bid for Madison Street Improvements.
6.k. Approval of Pavers bid for Dogwood Street Improvements, from Hwy 43 to Jackson Street
6.l. Approval of Pavers bid for Dogwood Street Improvements, from Jackson to Van Buren Street.
6.m. Approval of Pavers bid for Jackson Street Improvements.
6.n. Approval of Pavers bid for Misc. Street and Drainage Improvements.
6.o. Discuss Zoning Ordinance

7. REPORTS:  Written reports submitted in advance are available for review in the public copy of 
meeting material.  Submitted reports include Utility Superintendent, Sheriff’s Office, Engineer. 
*  Additions to submitted reports

7.a. LSO June Hours
7.b. July Engineer's Report
7.c. July 2026 Maintenance Report

8. COMMUNICATIONS
9. PUBLIC COMMENT
10. ADJOURNMENT
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City Council 

 Minutes June 8, 2026 
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The City Council (“Council”) of the City of Bennet, Nebraska (“City”), convened for a regular business 

meeting on June 8, 2026 at 7:00 PM, at the Bennet City Hall, 685 Monroe, Bennet, NE 68317, the same 

being open to the public and preceded by advance publicized notice duly given in compliance with the 

Open Meetings Act, having set forth (a) the time, date, and place of the meeting, (b) that the meeting 

would be open to the public, and (c) that the agenda for the meeting, kept continuously current, was 

available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk, and posted at the City Office, Post Office, 

and First Nebraska Bank on June 5, 2026. 

Mayor Ryan Cheney called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced the location of the Open 

Meetings Act.  City Clerk Sue Biltoft conducted roll call.  Council Members in attendance: Jesse Schmidt, 

Pete Simmons, Dan Zieg. Absent: Josh Buck.  Also in attendance were City Attorney David Solheim, 

Deputy City Attorney Matt Blaser and Utility Superintendent Zach Fergus. A quorum being present, and 

the meeting duly commenced, the following proceedings were taken while the meeting remained open 

to attendance by the public. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 3.a. Minutes of May 11, 2026, City Council Regular Meeting Approval 

 3.b. Claims for Payment 

 3.e. Treasurers Report 

 3.d. RESOLUTION 2026-6.1 Approval of Big Ten Block Party Application 

 

Zieg moved and Schmidt seconded a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Roll call vote: 

YES: Schmidt, Simmons, Zieg. ABSENT: Buck. Motion carried. 

 

Attorney Solheim requested the Quincy Street Replat Agreement be tabled until July. 

 

Mayor Cheney introduced the list of CIP projects and discussion was held on fiscal years affected. Utility 

Superintendent Zach Fergus gave an overview of the requests he included. City Engineer Brian Schuele 

had made some changes of previous requests, and City Clerk Biltoft explained changes that she had 

requested.   

 

Mayor Cheney introduced the RESOLUTION 2026-5.3 Adopt Revised Employee Handbook. The previous 

version had been revised to include on-call pay and background checks for new employees. Zieg moved 

and Simmons seconded a motion to approve RESOLUTION 2026-5.3 and adopt the revised handbook. 

Roll call vote: YES: Simmons, Zieg, Schmidt. ABSENT: Buck. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Cheney introduced the topic of rate increases needed for water and sewer service fees and usage 

as recommended by Michael Hoback, Auditor. After discussion it was decided to review and include in 

the budget hearings in August. 
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Clint Pebley updated the council regarding the Bennet Builders fundraising for the toddler playground 

equipment.  Once the funds are received from the Nebraska Community Foundation, the equipment will 

be ordered. 

 

Gary Judds did not appear for his agenda request to discuss regulations. 

 

Mayor Cheney introduced an item requested by City Engineer Schuele regarding the approval of striping 

of on-street shared use bike/pedestrian path on Jefferson Street from Cottonwood to school entrance. 

After discussion this was tabled until July when Schuele can be present to for questions and discussions. 

 

Zieg moved and Simmons seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:51 pm. Roll call vote: YES: Zieg, Schmidt, 

Simmons. ABSENT: Josh Buck. Motion carried. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

      

City Clerk Sue Biltoft      Mayor, Ryan Cheney  

City of Bennet, NE      City of Bennet, NE 

 

 



City of Bennet, Nebraska 
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Amended Minutes May 11, 2026 

Regular Meeting 
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The City Council (“Council”) of the City of Bennet, Nebraska (“City”), convened for a regular business 

meeting on May 11, 2026 at 7:00 PM, at the Bennet City Hall, 685 Monroe, Bennet, NE 68317, the same 

being open to the public and preceded by advance publicized notice duly given in compliance with the 

Open Meetings Act, having set forth (a) the time, date, and place of the meeting, (b) that the meeting 

would be open to the public, and (c) that the agenda for the meeting, kept continuously current, was 

available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk, and posted at the City Office, Post Office, 

and First Nebraska Bank on May 7th, 2026. 

Mayor Ryan Cheney called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced the location of the Open 

Meetings Act.  City Clerk Sue Biltoft conducted roll call.  Council Members in attendance were Josh Buck: 

Present, Jesse Schmidt: Present, Pete Simmons: Present, Dan Zieg: Present..  A quorum being present, 

and the meeting duly commenced, the following proceedings were taken while the meeting remained 

open to attendance by the public.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 3.a. Minutes of April 13, 2026, City Council Regular Meeting Approval 

 3.b. Claims for Payment 

   3.c. Treasurers Report 

 3.d. Review/Approve Burke Brown III Planning Commission Application 

 3.e. Resolution 2026-5.1 Appointment of Brown, PC Alternate 

 3.f. Jeff Palik Introduction Letter 

 3.g. Resolution 2026-5.2 Appointing Street Supt. Palik 

 

Zieg moved and Buck seconded a motion to approve Consent Agenda as presented. Roll call vote: YES: 

Buck, Schmidt, Simmons, Zieg. Motion carried. 

 
Discussion was held on the hours and condition of the splash pads, water usage and loss of water. Zieg 
moved and Schmidt seconded a motion to approve new hours of: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 4:00 pm -
8:00 pm; Saturday and Sunday 11:00 am to 6:00 pm. Roll call vote: YES: Schmidt, Simmons, Zieg, Buck. 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Cheney introduced the revised Bennet Personnel Policy. Deputy Attorney Blaser reviewed the 
changes that were made by Jena, Solheim Law Office, with suggestions from the personnel committee 
and city clerk. Discussion was held and the decision to include a section addressing on-call pay and 
hours. Solheim’s office will make the updates, and the policy will be reviewed again at the June meeting.  
 
Brian Schuele provided an update of the SS4A Grant Application. In accordance with the Safety Action 
Plan adopted last year, the City of Bennet is applying for a grant to pave Cottonwood & Tyler Streets and 
construct the trail that will connect the residential neighborhoods on the east side of town to the 
improved highway crossing that NDOT will construct. Letters of support from various agencies will be 
requested to include with the grant application along with the letter of financial commitment from the 
city for twenty percent matching funds. 
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Mayor Cheney introduced the City Letter of Financial Commitment for the SS4A grant application. Zieg 
moved and Simmons seconded a motion to approve the letter of commitment. Roll call vote: YES: 
Simmons, Zieg, Buck, Schmidt. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Cheney presented the fee changes for water and sewer service and fee usage increases that the 
accountant, Michael Hoback, suggested after the 2024-2025 audit. Schmidt will contact Hoback for 
more information. 
 
Mayor Cheney introduced discussion of a possible water and sewer lien on 560 Garden Street. The city 
clerk will review the account and re-calculate the late fees and send that information to the attorney’s 
office. Buck moved and Zieg seconded a motion to approve Resolution 2026-5.4 Water/Sewer Lien on 
560 Garden Street. Roll call vote: YES: Buck, Schmidt, Simmons, Zieg. Motion carried. 
 
Written reports from staff and law enforcement hours were reviewed. 
 
Mayor Cheney opened the floor for public comment. 
 
Zieg moved and Simmons seconded a motion to go into closed session at 7:56 pm after receiving legal 
advice based on threatening or pending litigation. Roll call vote: YES: Motion carried.  Buck, Schmidt, 
Simmons, Zieg. Motion carried. 
 
The city council returned to open session at 8:29 pm. 
 
There being no further business, Zieg moved and Schmidt seconded a motion to adjourn at 8:30 pm. Roll 
call vote: YES: Schmidt, Simmons, Zieg, Buck. Motion carried. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

      

City Clerk Sue Biltoft      Mayor, Ryan Cheney  

City of Bennet, NE      City of Bennet, NE 
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Written reports from staff and law enforcement hours were reviewed. 
 
Mayor Cheney opened the floor for public comment. 
 
Zieg moved and Simmons seconded a motion to go into closed session at 7:56 pm after receiving legal 
advice based on threatening or pending litigation. Roll call vote: YES: Motion carried.  Buck, Schmidt, 
Simmons, Zieg. Motion carried. 
 
The city council returned to open session at 8:29 pm. 
 
There being no further business, Zieg moved and Schmidt seconded a motion to adjourn at 8:30 pm. Roll 
call vote: YES: Schmidt, Simmons, Zieg, Buck. Motion carried. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

      

City Clerk Sue Biltoft      Mayor, Ryan Cheney  

City of Bennet, NE      City of Bennet, NE 

 

 























CIty of Bennet CLAIMS July 2026

Date Num Name Memo Credit

07/13/2026 ABC Termite & Pest Control Inc. Pest Control 75.00$          

07/13/2026 Allen Septic Treatment Plant Pumping 400.00$        

07/13/2026 ALLO Business IT Services- Invoice 12155 478.39$        

07/13/2026 EFT ALLO Communications Internet and Phone Systems 317.42$        

07/13/2026 EFT Black Hills Energy Gas Utility 48.75$          

07/13/2026 Core & Main LP Water meter supplies 850.85$        

07/13/2026 CS Concrete, LLC 205.00$        

07/13/2026 Electric Pump Repairs 4,953.02$     

06/30/2026 EFT First Nebraska Bank ACH Transaction Fee 76.25$          

07/13/2026 Frontier COOP Weed killer for parks and WWTP 120.00$        

07/13/2026 EFT GreatAmerica Financial Svcs Copier Lease 175.00$        

07/13/2026 Hochstetler, David Inspections 180.00$        

06/12/2026 EFT IRS/Department of Treasury Employees Wtihholding 2,233.98$     

06/26/2026 EFT IRS/Department of Treasury Employee Withholding 3,167.94$     

07/10/2026 EFT IRS/Department of Treasury Employee Withholding 2,407.48$     

07/13/2026 Kreifels, Jeff Inspections 90.00$          

07/13/2026 Lancaster County Sheriff June 2026 Law Enforcement 1,468.32$     

07/13/2026 Lovell Excavating Backhoe Labor 3,000.00$     

07/13/2026 MARC sewer maintenance chemicals 597.50$        

07/13/2026 Menards Supplies- Invoice 76664 & 77246 89.96$          

07/13/2026 Midwest Labs Effluent test & Supplies 157.95$        

07/13/2026 Municipal Supply Inc. Supplies 970.01$        

07/13/2026 NE Public Health Environmental Lab Testing 30.00$          

07/13/2026 Nebraska CCI Building inspections 1,155.00$     

07/13/2026 EFT Nebraska City Utilities Electricity 3,671.70$     

06/12/2026 EFT Nebraska Dept. of Revenue Employee Withholding 365.74$        

06/26/2026 EFT Nebraska Dept. of Revenue Employee Withholding 489.93$        

06/18/2026 EFT Nebraska Dept. of Revenue 1,316.53$     

07/05/2026 EFT Nebraska Dept. of Revenue 1,319.93$     

07/10/2026 EFT Nebraska Dept. of Revenue Employee Withholding 390.19$        

07/13/2026 NMC Nebraska Machinery Repair/Maintenance 1,378.52$     

07/13/2026 Olsson Inc. Engineering 7,014.69$     

07/13/2026 One Call Concepts, Inc. Diggers Hotline 25.73$          

07/13/2026 Rural Water District No. 1 Water 13,636.00$   

07/13/2026 Russell Jones Back up Operator 200.00$        

07/13/2026 EFT Sams Club MC/Synch Services & Supplies 2,566.27$     

07/13/2026 Solheim Law Firm Legal Services 1,551.50$     

07/13/2026 The Voice News Publications 37.43$          

07/13/2026 Uribe Refuse Services, Inc. Refuse 8,658.75$     

07/13/2026 Verizon Wireless Cell Phones 200.38$        

07/13/2026 EFT Visa- Chase Postage 10.77$          

07/13/2026 SENDD Membership dues 1,900.00$     

Payroll & Insurance Stipend 27,855.31$   

Mayor & Council Pay 1,200.57$     

AFLAC, NE Child Support, LPL 2,347.52$     
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May 31, 2026 June 30, 2026
Balances Balances

City Main Checking (General) 314,962.59$               334,911.29$               
Sewer Property Tax MM (Debt Service) 26,148.28$                  27,368.44$                  
Community Betterment (Keno) 20,463.89$                  20,472.86$                  
Prize Reserve(Keno) 36,208.19$                  36,224.06$                  
Park Improvement Savings (General) -$                                 -$                                 
Subtotal Bennet First NE 397,782.95$               418,976.65$               
Hwy & GO Bond Payments (Value Edge)  MM (General) 1,356.29$                     1,357.13$                     
Housing Rehab (General) 821.88$                         822.49$                         
Subtotal Union Bank & Trust 2,178.17$                     2,179.62$                     
General(General) 832,235.80$               834,712.26$               
Park (General) 12,907.03$                  12,945.46$                  
Water (Water) 17,396.82$                  17,448.57$                  
Sewer (Sewer) 29,437.79$                  29,525.39$                  
Street (Street)
Subtotal NPAIT 891,977.44$               894,631.68$               
4/2/2038 Hwy Bond Payment earning 4.38% int (General) 60,288.00$                  60,288.00$                  
4/2/2039 Hwy Bond Payment earning 4.46% int (General) 64,050.00$                  64,050.00$                  
4/2/2040 Hwy Bond Payment earning 4.54% int (General) 62,700.00$                  62,700.00$                  
4/2/2041 Hwy Bond Payment earning 4.61% int (General) 61,350.00$                  61,350.00$                  
Subtotal SLGS 248,388.00$               248,388.00$               

































Sue, 
  
This email is offered as follow up to our telephone conversation on June 4th. 
  
Jim Penterman, developer of Bush Pines, asked that I contact your office regarding a 
remanent parcel of Penterman Farms, LLC property (Remanent Parcel) located 
along the north side of the railroad right of way and south limit of the Bush Pines 
development.  It appears the Remanentt Parcel was inadvertently omitted from the 
Bush Pines Final Plat filed as Instrument #1998031877.   The Remanent Parcel is 
curvilinear and identified as Parcel 21-11-107-027-000 by the Lancaster County 
Assessor.  The Remanent Parcel appears to be aligned with the existing sanitary 
sewer easement and adjacent to the existing railroad right of way, two residential 
parcels, addressed as 1225 and 1275 Hackberry Street and the city park. 
  
Mr. Penterman wishes to donate this Remanent Parcel to the city of Bennet in an 
effort to remedy survey errors by the final plat surveyor since the Remanent Parcel is 
already encumbered with utility easements to the benefit of the city. 
  
Your assistance is appreciated.  Please advise of your thoughts and directions to 
move forward with Mr. Penterman's donation. 
  
Regards, 
  
JD 
 



 





Page 1 of 4 
 

VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
DECLARATION OF NUISANCE AND ORDER TO ABATE 

 
1. This action is with respect to the following real property (“Property”): 

 
Legal:  SEE ATTACHED – EXHIBIT A 
 
Addresses: 610 Cottonwood Street 
 
PID: 2103406006000 
 
Owner: Sharon E. Wright 
 
Occupant(s): Christian Yoder 
 Heidi Yoder 

 
2. A notice of the nuisance violations on the property was mailed to the property owners via 

mail to 610 Cottonwood Street regarding the nuisance conditions. 
 

3. The City Board of Health (“Board”) convened on July 6, 2026 to review any progress to 
remedy the nuisance violations.   

 
4. After review, the Board hereby declares that on or in the above-described property there 

exist conditions which constitute a Nuisance and which violate the Bennet City Code; to 
wit: 

 
§ 91.15(A)      Nuisance Definition 
 
§ 91.15(B)(3)      Junk and Waste Accumulation 
 
§ 91.15(B)(6)      Trash or Abandoned Material 
 
§ 91.15(B)(7)      Trash, Mattresses, Waste 
 
§ 91.15(B)(9)      Junk Yards 

 
5. The Board determines that, due to the above-listed conditions, the condition of the above-

described property constitutes a nuisance.  
 

6. It is hereby ordered that such conditions shall be abated by removal and disposal 
of all junk, rubbish, and refuse on the property within the next fourteen (14) days. If 
the Property Owner does not abate the conditions pursuant to these deadlines, the City 
Council shall proceed to have the property cleaned up and all junk removed from the 
property without further action by this Board. Evidence of such trash and waste to be 
removed has been specifically identified in Exhibit B, attached hereto. All material to be 
abated identified in Exhibit B must be removed.  

 
7. Notice of this declaration and order to abate, along with notice of right of hearing, shall 

be provided to the Property Owner by certified mail or personal service.   
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Dated this ____ day of July 2026 
 
 
             
       Ryan Cheney, Chair, Board of Health 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
Sue Biltoft, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

Property Legal Description 

 

 



Page 4 of 4 
 

EXHIBIT B 

See Included. 
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VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
DECLARATION OF NUISANCE AND ORDER TO ABATE 

 
1. This action is with respect to the following real property (“Property”): 

 
Legal:  Lot 2 except the East 11 Feet and all of Lot 3, Block 44, City of Bennet, 

Lancaster County, Nebraska, together with the North Half of the 
vacated East-West alley abutting thereon. 

 
Addresses: 675 Fir Street 
 
PID: 2110208002000 
 
Owner: Cody Merritt 

 
2. A notice of the nuisance violations on the property was mailed to the property owners via 

mail to 617 Fir Street regarding the nuisance conditions. 
 

3. The City Board of Health (“Board”) convened on July 6, 2026 to review any progress to 
remedy the nuisance violations.   

 
4. After review, the Board hereby declares that on or in the above-described property there 

exist conditions which constitute a Nuisance and which violate the Bennet City Code; to 
wit: 

 
§ 91.15      Nuisance Definition 
 
§ 91.19      Dead or Diseased Trees 
 
§ 91.20(D)      Weeds, 6” in Height 

 
5. The Board determines that, due to the above-listed conditions, the condition of the above-

described property constitutes a nuisance.  
 

6. It is hereby ordered that such conditions shall be abated by mowing the overgrown 
weeds, clearing dead or diseased trees,  on the property within the next fourteen (14) 
days. If the Property Owner does not abate the conditions pursuant to these deadlines, 
the City Council shall proceed to have the property cleaned up and nuisances abated from 
the property without further action by this Board. Evidence of such remediated has been 
specifically identified in Exhibit A, attached hereto. All material to be abated identified 
in Exhibit A must be removed.  

 
7. Notice of this declaration and order to abate, along with notice of right of hearing, shall 

be provided to the Property Owner by certified mail or personal service.   
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Dated this ____ day of July 2026 
 
 
             
       Ryan Cheney, Chair, Board of Health 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
Sue Biltoft, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

See Included. 

 



From: Jason D. Brownell <JBrownell@lancaster.ne.gov>  

Sent: Monday, June 29, 2026 11:18 AM 

To: Kelly Oelke <koelke@hickman.ne.gov>; dentoncleark@gmail.com; Stephanie 

Fisher <cityadministrator@citywaverly.com>; Megan Frye <cityclerk@citywaverly.com>; 

cityclerk@cityofbennet.com; village.of.hallam@gmail.com; 

villageoffirth@windstream.net 

Cc: Kelsey M. Cruz <KCruz@lancaster.ne.gov>; Jason D. Brownell 

<JBrownell@lancaster.ne.gov>; John A. Vik <JVik@lancaster.ne.gov> 

Subject: E-Bike Post Meeting Review  

 

Team, 

 

Thank you all for your valuable time today working through this important community 

topic. In summary, here are the items we wish to process through a little bit more with 

our legal counsel to help compliment this new municipal ordinance regarding e-

bikes/scooters. 

 

• Supervision requirement of 19 years of age or older, responsible, caretaker. 

Should be eliminated from ordinance.  

• G(2) Should not be allowed to be operated on city streets with speed limits 35 

and over.  

• Define Moto-Bikes as these are a class beyond III and regularly seen in our 

communities. These items reach speeds greater than 40 mph with some simple 

models reaching speeds up to 70 mph.  

• (F) Lighting requirement: headlight and taillight 30 mins prior to sunset up to 

dawn or how legal sees fit to articulate the front and rear (red) lighting 

requirement during less visible hours/times. 

• This ordinance prohibits operation in public parks, but we would like it to include 

public trails/pathways.  

• Helmets required for persons 15 years of age and under.  

 

After we get this revised draft together, we can all come to the table and discuss any 

other ideas or concerns. If the draft is agreed upon, I suspect there will need to be an 

adoption of this ordinance through city proceedings.  Whenever the time is right and the 

law is going to go into effect, Kelsey and I will work directly with our community leaders 

to help put together some public service announcements/communication pieces.  
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ORDINANCE _#_ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA, TO 

ADOPT SECTION 5-### OF THE ASHLAND MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

REGULATION OF ELECTRIC BICYCLES, ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, AND ELECTRIC 

MOTORCYCLES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF ANY ORDINANCE IN CONFLICT 

HEREWITH AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOF. 

  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, 

SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  Section 5-### Adopted  

 

 Section 5-### of the Ashland Municipal Code shall be adopted to read as follows: 

 

(A) For purposes of this section: 

(1) “Class I Electric Bicycle” means a device with (a) two, three, or four 

wheels, (b) a seat for the rider, (c) pedal assist only, (d) an electric motor 

limited to 750 watts, and (e) a maximum speed of 20 miles per hour. 

(2) “Class II Electric Bicycle” means a device with (a) two, three, or four 

wheels, (b) a seat for the rider, (c) pedal assist and throttle, (d) an electric 

motor limited to 750 watts, and (e) a maximum speed of 20 miles per hour. 

(3) “Class III Electric Bicycle” means a device with (a) two, three, or four 

wheels, (b) a seat for the rider, (c) pedal assist and throttle, (d) an electric 

motor limited to 750 watts, and (e) a maximum speed of 28 miles per hour. 

(4) “Electric Scooter” means a stand-up device with (a) two wheels, (b) 

handlebars, (c) a floorboard designed to transport one rider, (d) a maximum 

speed of 15 miles per hour, powered by (e) a rechargeable electric motor 

less than 750 watts, and propelled with (f) a combination of human power 

or electric motor. 

(5) “Electric Motorcycle” means a device with (a) two or three wheels, (b) 

propelled with a throttle only, and (c) an electric motor less than 750 

watts. 

(a) A device containing an electric motor that exceeds 750 

watts will be defined as a motorcycle, mini-bike or off-

road vehicle. 

(6) “Downtown Business District” shall be considered as the following: 

Silver Street from 14th Street to 17th Street, Adams Street from 14th 

Street to 16th Street, 14th Street from Ash Street to Adams Street, 15th 

Street from Silver Street to Adams Street, 16th Street from Silver Street 

to Adams Street, and 17th Street from Silver Street to Adams Street. 

(B) A class I, II, or III electric bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle may be 

operated on sidewalks, sidewalk spaces, shared-use paths, and streets within the 

corporate limits of the City only if the operator and the device comply with the 

provisions of this section.  

Commented [SF1]: Need a definition for moto-bikes 
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(1) It shall be lawful for any person to ride, use or operate any class I, II, or III 

electric bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle on any sidewalk 

space, or shared-use path within the City unless posted otherwise. 

(2) Any person who rides, uses, or operates a class I, II, or III electric bicycle, 

electric scooter, or electric motorcycle upon a sidewalk, sidewalk space, 

shared-use path, or street and is under the age of sixteen years of age, shall be 

directly supervised by a parent, caretaker, or responsible adult over the age of 

nineteen years of age. 

(3) Any person who rides, uses, or operates a class I, II, or III electric bicycle, 

electric scooter, or electric motorcycle upon a sidewalk, sidewalk space, 

shared-use path, or street shall do so at their own risk. 

(4) Any person who rides, uses, or operates a class I, II, or III electric bicycle, 

electric scooter, or electric motorcycle upon a sidewalk, sidewalk space, or 

shared-use path: 

(a) Shall yield to the right-of-way to any and all pedestrians; 

(b) Shall safely dismount and proceed on foot when 

approaching or encountering pedestrians; and 

(c) Shall reduce speed when approaching crosswalks, 

driveways, or other crossings. 

(5) The operator of a class I, II, or III electric bicycle, electric scooter, or electric 

motorcycle emerging from an alley, driveway, or building, shall upon 

approaching a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway, 

yield the right of way to all pedestrians approaching on the sidewalk or 

sidewalk area, and upon entering the roadway shall yield the right of way to 

all vehicles approaching on the roadway. 

(6) Any person who rides, uses, or operates a class I, II, or III electric bicycle, 

electric scooter, or electric motorcycle upon a street: 

(a) Shall observe all traffic rules and regulations applicable 

thereto, and shall turn only at intersections, clearly signal for 

all turns by utilizing hand signals, ride at the right-hand side 

of the street or highway, pass to the left when passing 

overtaken vehicle and individuals that are slower moving, and 

shall pass vehicles to the right when meeting; 

(b) Shall obey the instruction of official traffic control signals, 

signs, and other control devices applicable to vehicles, unless 

otherwise directed by a Police Officer; and 

(c) Shall proceed single file as to not impede others when three 

or more devices ride in a group.  

(C) It shall be unlawful for any person to ride, use or operate a class I, II, or III electric 

bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle: 

(1) In a careless manner or without due caution in a manner as to 

endanger any person or property;   

(2) In a negligent manner; and 

(3) In such a manner as to endanger or interfere with the lawful traffic or 

use of the streets. 
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(D) It shall be unlawful for any person to ride, use or operate a class I, II, or III electric 

bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle with a passenger. 

(E) It shall be unlawful for any person to ride, use or operate a class I, II, or III electric 

bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle and attach such or themselves to any 

vehicle upon a street; and no person shall hitch to or cling upon any vehicle which is 

in motion with or without the consent of the driver. 

(F) It shall be unlawful for any person to ride, use or operate a class I, II, or III electric 

bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle from one half hour after sunset and 

one half hour before sunrise without a headlight, visible under normal conditions, 

from the front thereof for not less than five hundred feed indicating the approach or 

presence of the device, and a red reflector on the rear which shall be visible on a 

clear night from all distances between one hundred feet and six hundred feet to the 

rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlights on a motor vehicle.  

(G) It shall be unlawful for any person to ride, use, or operate any class I, II, and III 

electric bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle: 

(1) On a sidewalk, street, or city-maintained parking lot within the 

boundaries of the downtown business district and public parking lots; 

(2) On any public street with a posted speed limit of 3525 miles per hour 

or more; 

(3) In any public park; and 

(4) On any state or federal highway, except for the purpose of crossing 

such highway as directed in subsection (H) below. 

(H) The crossing of a controlled-access highway with more than two marked traffic lanes 

by a class I, II, and III electric bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle shall 

be permitted only if: 

(1) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately ninety degrees to 

the direction of the highway and at a place where no obstruction 

prevents a safe and quick crossing; 

(2) The device is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder 

or roadway of the highway; 

(3) The operator yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic that 

constitutes an immediate potential hazard; and 

(4) In crossing a divided highway, the crossing is made only at an 

intersection of such highway with a street or road, as applicable. 

(I) Penalties for the violation of this section are as follows: 

(1) Any parent or guardian who knowingly allows or permits his or her 

minor child, or any adult who knowingly permits or allows any minor 

child, to use, operate, drive or race a class I, II, and III electric 

bicycle, electric scooter, or electric motorcycle in any manner 

prohibited by the provisions of this article shall, upon conviction 

thereof, be subject to punishment as provided in section 5-501 of this 

Code.  

(2) Any person who shall violate or refuse to comply with the 

enforcement of any of the provisions in this chapter, set forth at full 

length herein or incorporated by reference, shall be deemed guilty of 

a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more 
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than $500.00 for each offense. A new violation shall be deemed to 

have been committed every 24 hours of such failure to comply.  

(3) Any person convicted of a second or subsequent of any provisions 

shall surrender their electric bicycle, electric scooter, or electric 

motorcycle to the Ashland Police Department for a period of no less 

than thirty days. The device(s) will be returned to the owner after the 

thirty-day period if all applicable fines are paid.  

 

SECTION 2.  Repeal of Prior Ordinances in Conflict 

 

 All ordinances and parts of ordinances passed and approved prior to the passage and 

approval of this ordinance and in conflict therewith are hereby repealed. 

 

SECTION 3.  When Operative 

 

 This ordinance shall be in full force and take effect from and after its passage, approval 

and publication according to law. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this #th day of June, 2026. 

 

      CITY of ASHLAND 

      SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

 

 

     By:       

     Jim Anderson, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

        (SEAL) 

Kristina Stoki, City Clerk 
4906-2594-6295, v. 1 
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 601 P Street / Suite 200 / Lincoln, NE 68508

O 402.474.6311 / olsson.com

To: City of Bennet Clerk and City Council     New information 
          Olsson Action Item 
Re: July 2026 City Engineering Report     City Action Item 
 
Transportation Safety Action Plan 

 Upcoming grant deadlines: 
o State of NE TAP Funds: March 2026. 
o State of NE HSIP Funds: March 2026. 

 Olsson has reached out to NDOT about upcoming applications/deadlines. 
o Safe Streets for All: Application submitted in May 2026. 

 
Street Maintenance Plan 

 Crack sealing: Complete. 
 Asphalt emulsion seal coating: Complete. 

o Recommended every 3-5 years. 
o Benefits: Slows down oxidation and oil content loss, protects from petroleum damage. 
o Pavement Ages 

 Bennet Ridge (2007) 
 Apple Street (2019) 
 Rest (2017-2019?) 
 Madison, Garden, and Hackberry (2022) will be due in 2 years. 

 A Street Improvements Phasing Map is attached showing streets completed to date and the plan 
for the next 5 years.  

o Olsson coordinated this with Zach. Let me know if anyone has comments. 
 
Street Improvements Plan 

 Approximately $80,000/year in the budget for street improvements/maintenance. 
o Recommend $80,000 of street improvements for 2026  

 City to approve Pavers proposals at July council meeting. Work to be completed in the fall. 
 
Water Supply Analysis 

 Olsson to send email to RWD showing year over year usage to show that the measures 
implemented are working.  Notify them that a SCADA system has been installed and that 
additional irrigation restrictions have been implemented. 

 Water usage statistics: 
o Monthly Max: 5,400,000 gal. 
o Daily Max: 180,000 gal. (or 216,000 gal. at 150 gpm) 
o May Water Usage 

 Monthly: 3,609,000 gal. (67% of capacity) 
 Ave. Daily: 120,000 gal. (67% of capacity) 
 Max. Daily: 150,000 gal. (83% or 69% of capacity) 

 187,000 gal. reading on 6/30 was due to hydrant flushing. Not counted. 
 12 users over 20,000 gal. Highest was 30,000. Very successful month of 

irrigation restriction. 
 RWD met with city on February 12th. 

o RWD has no short term plans for expansion of capacity. Long term plans include 
development of a new well. 

o Recommended irrigation restrictions to manage daily flows. 
 RWD met with planning commission on April 17th 

o Stated that RWD has no ability to provide more water to the village. Recommended the 
village explore a well near Pella Road.  Preliminary costs were provided by Olsson. 



 
Sewer Improvements/Rates 

 Asbestos sewer lining/replacement. 
o Phase I lining work is complete. Pre- and post-lining videos have now been received. 

 Olsson to review videos. 
o Phase II lining and manhole rehab is complete.  

 Olsson to review videos. 
 Olsson is keeping track of improvements completed on a sewer map. 
 Sewer Cleaning: 39,800 LF of sewer mains to be cleaned on a rotating schedule. 

o City to perform video inspection of all mains once equipment is purchased. 
 Lagoon Cleaning 

o Olsson to review frequency of cleaning that is necessary. 
 
Miscellaneous 

 Olsson to review alleys and make recommendations for vacation, if needed. 
 Olsson to provide recommendation on stop sign at Prairie Clover & Switchgrass 

intersection. 
o Olsson to prepare educational flyer.  

 Highway allocation is $98 per capita, below the average of $169 per capita. 
o Look into lane mile equation to see if widening makes sense. 
o Olsson received info from state.  Will run financial analysis. 

 Gravel road washouts: 
o 2 washouts on Cottonwood/Bennet. County to repair.   

 Repairs have not been performed.  Olsson to follow up. 
o Small washout above Tyler St. box culvert. Monitor. No action at this time. 

 Water Tower Park: No action until further notice. 
 Maintenance Building: Bid was awarded to Sterup Construction.  

o Building permit has been submitted. 
o Construction expected to start in August. 

 Quincy St. ROW Adjustment: City to coordinate with adjacent property owners. 
 Water Cistern: Olsson met with Zach to review options. 

o City to get quote for dewatering/demolition/regrading and obtain water samples to 
test for bacteria prior to discharging. 

 
Development Reviews 

 Cochrane Corner:  
o Olsson and City conducted a punchlist walkthrough and provided a report to the 

developer for correction prior to releasing escrow. 
o Olsson provided a list to the developer of the testing, inspections, and permit 

documentation required for city review. 
 Progress is being made on the punchlist. Olsson to follow up. 

o Runoff from Cottonwood street is washing out near west curb of Albert Lane.  
 City to create a drainage path for water to enter the ditch a few feet to the 

west and a raised shoulder to keep water from washing out near the curb. 
o Olsson and City coordinated with NE City Utilities on street light layout. 

 Coffee Shop 
o ADA striping/signage and wheelstop needs to be installed.  

 Olsson emailed info to City. City to notify owner. 
 
Trails 



 NDOT met with Olsson and City to discuss NDOT construction of a trail crossing over the railroad 
on the east side of the highway. NDOT will move ahead with requesting approval from 
BNSF/OPPD. This will be done as part of the Hwy 43 resurfacing project in 2031. 

 Olsson to coordinate with NDOT on the pedestrian crossing at Dogwood. May need ROW 
acquisition from the church in order to construct 10’ trail without switchback. Flashing 
beacon signalization will be included in the project. 

 
Tyler & Cottonwood Street Paving (info from 2021) 

 Project Cost: $1,250.000 
o $95,000/year for 15 year bond at 1.75% 
o $105,000/year for 15 year bond at 3.00% 

 Current Levy Rates 
o Bennet: 0.304020 
o Adams: 0.475267 
o Hickman: 0.430992 
o Springfield: 0.500000 

 Current village valuation: $87.5 million 
o Project would require additional 0.11 village levy. 

 Projected village valuation: $103.1 million 
o After Evergreen Place, Cedar Brook, and Cochrane Corner. 
o Project would require additional 0.09 village levy. 

 Cost of waiting: 
o Interest rate risk. 
o Material price increases. 

 Benefit of waiting: 
o Potential infrastructure bill funding. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve your community as the City Engineer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brian Schuele, PE 
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