
“Together…educating with excellence, inspiring each learner for life.” Okemos Public Schools, Okemos, Michigan

This agenda is for general informational purposes only. Based on board policy, the board of education may revise this agenda and 
may take up other issues at the meeting.

6:30 PM MEETING AGENDA
Monday, April 28, 2025

Community Conference Rm

CALL TO ORDER 
Tom Buffett, Jason Burns, Katie Cavanaugh, Shulawn Doxie, Andrew Phelps, Leeni Shrestha and Jillian Winn

WELCOME AND MEETING FORMAT (2 Min)
Welcome to this regular meeting of the Okemos Board of Education held in public for the purpose of conducting 
the business of the school board.

There are two opportunities for public comment: Citizens who wish to address agenda or non-agenda items will 
have an opportunity at the beginning of the meeting, as well as near the end of the meeting. In-person individuals 
who wish to address the board must complete a blue form, located with the agendas near the room entrance, and 
present it to the board’s secretary prior to the start of the agenda item. Virtual participants must submit their name 
and address in a message through the chat box located in Zoom’s meeting controls prior to the start of the agenda 
item.  

At the appropriate point in the agenda, the board president will call upon individuals who have submitted a blue 
card or chat message and that individual’s microphone will be un-muted for their comments.

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION –  Attorney-Client Privileged Information
Pursuant to Section 8(1)(h) of the Open Meetings Act, the board of education may adjourn to Executive Session 
for the purpose of reviewing attorney-client privileged information.
That the board adjourn to Executive Session pursuant to Section 8(1)(h) of the Open Meetings Act 
for the purpose of reviewing attorney-client privileged information (Roll Call).

RECONVENE
Tom Buffett, Jason Burns, Katie Cavanaugh, Shulawn Doxie, Andrew Phelps, Leeni Shrestha and Jillian Winn

PRESENTATION: ACTION Club
Representatives from the ACTION Club at OHS will provide a summary of their 2024-2025 events and outreach 
projects.

DISCUSSION MOVED FORWARD- Student Trip
Orchestra Director Justin Valla will present information regarding a student trip to Germany and Austria  proposed 
for March 25th - April 2, 2026.

PRESENTATION: Filter First
Operations Director Brian Lieber will present an update on the Filter First Grant, its implementation and timelines 
for OPS.

CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS
At this time in the meeting, citizens have an opportunity to address the board regarding items of interest that that 
may or may not be part of the evening’s agenda.  Citizens are required to limit comments to three minutes, except 
when this requirement is waived by the board president during the meeting.  A designated timekeeper will 
communicate to the individual who is addressing the board at three minutes. The board highly values public 
comment and input; however, the board meeting format is designed to facilitate the evening’s agenda and, 
therefore, restricts board members from engaging in conversation with speakers or immediately responding to 
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questions.  Questions and concerns may be addressed by the board later in the agenda and may be assigned for 
follow-up by the board or superintendent at a later date.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORTS/REQUESTS (5 Min)
The high school student representative will highlight events and issues of interest and take questions from the 
board.

SUPERINTENDENT REPORTS/REQUESTS (10 Min)
The superintendent will highlight events and issues of interest and take questions from the board.

BOARD REPORTS/REQUESTS (10 Min)
The board will acknowledge receipt of correspondence.
Individual board members may highlight other events and issues of interest and request follow-up on other matters 
of concern.

ACTION ITEMS
Within Action Items, there is a Consent Agenda to expedite the business of the board which groups 
a number of items together to be dealt with by one action of the board. However, items in the 
consent agenda may be extracted by individual board member request for further discussion or 
clarification.

CONSENT AGENDA (5 Min)
In an effort to expedite the business of the board of education, but in no way meant to diminish the 
importance of each item, a Consent Agenda has been developed.
That the board approve items 1 through 3 for immediate implementation and appropriate action. 
Item 1: Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 14, 2025; Item 2: Approval of the 
Minutes of the Executive Session Meeting of April 14, 2025; and Item 3: Approval of the Minutes 
of the Special Meeting of April 26, 2025.

OTHER ACTION ITEMS
The Other Action Items require additional discussion prior to board action.

Technology Purchases
Media & Technology Director Tom Isom provided information regarding technology purchases to be funded 
through the 2022 bond including firewall and data center upgrades, and phone systems at the April 14th meeting.
That the board award the data center and firewall upgrades to Sentinel Technologies, and the phone 
system replacement to RingCentral for a total cost not to exceed $748,157.10 and to be funded 
through the 2022 bond.

Textbook Adoption
The board of education has reviewed the recommended new texts for adoption beginning with the 2025-
2026 school year. The textbooks have been approved by the district's Advisory Council. The board is being asked 
to approve the use of these textbooks even if they are not purchased in 2025-2026.
That the board adopt the new textbooks and materials for use at Okemos High School beginning 
with the 2025-2026 school year: Journalism - The Michigan Daily and New York Times; Creative 
Writing: Improv for Writers; Contemporary Literature - Circe, James, Ayesha At Last, Frankenstein 
in Baghdad, Beautiful Little Fools, Station Eleven, The Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes, Scythe, The 
House In The Cerculean Sea, The Grace Year, The Things They Carried, Long Way Down, 
Homegoing, Beartown, The Nickel Boys, Our Missing Hearts, All My Rage, Darius The Great Is 
Not OK, Patron Saints of Nothing, I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, The Midnight 
Library, and Girl In Pieces; AP Statistics - The Practice of Statistics, 7th Edition; French I - Nous 
Sommes Level 1; Spanish I - Somos Level 1.

Resolution - Staff Appreciation Day



The board of education recognizes the efforts of all its employees in delivering an exceptional program to students 
enrolled in the Okemos Public Schools.
That the board read and adopt the resolution establishing May 6, 2025 as Staff Appreciation Day in 
honor of the employees of the Okemos Public Schools (Roll Call Vote).

Board Policy - Final Reading
The board reviewed the following policies at its March 17th meeting before placing on the website 
for public review: 4101 Non-Discrimination, 4105A Pregnancy Workplace Accomodations for 
Employees and Applicants, 5102 Lockers, 5213 Personal Protection Orders Against Students, 5405 
Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy, 5421 Work-Based Learning Experience, 5502 Student 
Government, 5707 School Wellness Policy, and 5806 Recording of District Meetings.
That the board waive the reading and adopt final reading of board policies 4101 Non-
Discrimination, 4105A Pregnancy Workplace Accomodations for Employees and Applicants, 5102 
Lockers, 5213 Personal Protection Orders Against Students, 5405 Title I Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy, 5421 Work-Based Learning Experience, 5502 Student Government, 5707 
School Wellness Policy, and 5806 Recording of District Meetings.

Board Policy - First Reading
The board's policy committee conducts an ongoing review of existing policies as they relate to 
current practice. Policies given first reading by the board are posted to the district website for thirty 
days for public review before being placed on a board agenda for final approval; policies not given 
first reading are returned to the policy committee for further review and edit.
That the board waive the reading and adopt first reading of board policies 3115 Non-Discrimination, 
Anti-Harassment and Non-Retaliation; 3115A Definitions for 3115 Series; 3115B Designation of 
Coordinators; 3115C Supportive Measures; 3115D Informal Resolution; 3115E Grievance 
Procedure and Remedies; 3115F Complaint Dismissal and Appeals; 3115H Training Requirements 
and Policy Notice; 3118 Title IX Sexual Harrassment; 3402 Drills, Plans and Reports; 4213 Anti-
Nepotism; 5206 Student Discipline; and 5509 Public Appearances of School Groups.

Board Policy - Revoke
Board policy 5706 Opiod Antagonist was replaced with policy 3410 Opiod Antagonist, which the board adopted at 
its February 24th meeting. Policy 5706 is no longer needed. Policy 3115G was incorporated into other 3115-Series 
policies and is no longer needed. It is Thrun's recommendation to revoke these policies.
That the board waive the reading and delete board policy 5706 Opiod Antagonist and 3115G 
Additional Requirements to Prevent and Address Pregnancy Discrimination.

Administrator Contracts
Each administrator is evaluated annually or biannually. The contract between the board and administrators 
provides that based upon satisfactory evaluation and other criteria, an administrator’s contract shall be extended an 
additional year, not to exceed a total contract term of two years. 
That the board extend all AOA administrator contracts through June 30, 2027 (Roll Call Vote).

Amendment to Assistant Superintendent  Contract
The superintendent has evaluated the performance of the Assistant Superintendent of Instruction. The 
recommendation is to extend the contract one year.
That the board amend the contract of Assistant Superintendent Stacy Bailey to extend the dates of 
employment through June 30, 2028.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Discussion items are intended to provide an opportunity for review of material and interaction 
concerning the individual items.  Action is not taken during the board meeting.  Discussion items 
may be acted upon by the Board of Education at a later date. The board president may move a 



discussion item forward in the meeting agenda to facilitate timely discussion and/or community 
input on that discussion item.

School of Choice Openings (5 Min)
The board will review the recommendation for School of Choice openings to be advertised through the Ingham 
Intermediate School District for the 2025-2026 school year.

2025-2026 Budget Development
Finance Director Elizabeth Lentz will provide information regarding the development of the 2025-2026 budget, 
including preliminary assumptions.

Advocacy Letter
The board will review the proposed letter to legislators, drafted by the Advocacy Committee.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
At this time in the meeting, citizens have an opportunity to address the board regarding any item(s) 
of interest. Individual comments at this time will be limited to three minutes but may be extended at 
the discretion of the board president.  A designated timekeeper will communicate to the individual 
who is addressing the board at three minutes.  The board highly values public comment; however, 
our meeting format does not allow the board to engage in conversation with speakers.  Questions or 
concerns may be assigned for follow-up by the board or the administration at a later date.
 

OTHER MATTERS (5 Min)

ADJOURN



2024-25
Recap!



1

2

3

School Outreach: 195
Elementary School Events, Middle
School Tutoring, Edgewood, OHS.

EVENT COUNT
HIGHLIGHTS!

GRAND TOTAL:  300+ EVENTS!

Community Outreach: 77
5k Races, Soup Kitchen, CADL,
Eco-Friendliness Clean-Ups, etc.

Elderly Outreach: 26
Brookdale Performances, Meridian
Senior Center Crafts, etc.



Where we volunteer:

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS!

Bennett Woods
Hiawatha
Central
Edgewood
Cornell
Kinawa
Chippewa
OHS
Brookdale
Meridian Senior
Center
Greater Lansing
Food Bank

St. Lutheran Soup
Kitchen
5Ks/Playmakers
Foundation
Community Eco-
Friendliness
CADL
Meridian Township
Parks and Rec
Farmer’s Market
Leadership
Seminars
Staff Spotlights



500+

MEMBER COUNT
HIGHLIGHTS!

FROM 276 MEMBERS IN 2022, WE NOW
HAVE 500+ AND GROWING!

2024 -252023-242022-23

276

390
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Printable options: Basic Itinerary (?p=1&qd=436053&view=basic) | Detailed Itinerary

Departing:
March 25, 2026

Returning:
April 2, 2026

GROUP INFORMATION

PROGRAM ITINERARY (DETAILED)

Day 1 Start tour

Day 2 Guten tag Frankfurt

Meet your tour director and travel to Ludwigshafen
End Worldstrides Services

Day 3 Group Arranged Stay

No WorldStrides services provided

Day 4 Group Arranged Stay

No WorldStrides services provided

Day 5 Ludwigshafen--Salzburg

Resume WorldStrides services
Travel to Salzburg
Dinner on your own

Details: Travel to Salzburg
With its elegant squares and quaint streets, Salzburg is a
delightful introduction to the sophisticated world of the
classical genius, Mozart.

Day 6 Salzburg--Vienna

Travel to Vienna
Vienna city walk
Stadtpark visit
Orchestra masterclass
Dinner on your own

Details: Vienna city walk
Stroll through Vienna and visit Stadtpark

Details: Stadtpark visit

$2,877.00

$2,877.00

OR 21 monthly payments of $132.29
After initial payment of $99.00

Total Fee:* $2,877.00

Program Quote Breakdown
The following fees apply to your full-
paying participants:

Program Fee*

 
Total Fee*

* Last day for this Program Fee is June
19, 2024.

Free Chaperones
35 Travelers = 1 Free Chaperone

Your free place ratio is such that your
group will fully contribute towards 2 free
place(s), and partially contribute to an
additional free place. We reimburse this
partial contribution to you as a Cash
Stipend.

2 Free Chaperones

Private Group Fees:
Your Tour is a Private Group Tour
As a Private Group, the cost of your tour
will be based on the final group size. The
Private Group amount in bold below has
been included in the total cost of the trip
quoted above and this is based on your
estimated group size. If the final group
size is smaller or larger than estimated,
the Private Group amount will be
updated on each participant's account
the day after the final enrollment
deadline.

10-14 Travelers $501
15-19 Travelers $291
20-24 Travelers $176
25-29 Travelers $104
30-34 Travelers $54
35-39 Travelers $18
40+ Travelers $0

Okemos High School Orchestra: Germany and
Austria

https://performing.worldstrides.com/My-Account/My-Tours/glquote.aspx?p=1&qd=436053&view=basic
https://performing.worldstrides.com/My-Account/My-Tours/glquote.aspx?p=1&qd=436053&view=basic
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Explore Stadt Park, a lovely park that lies on the slope
where the Danube used to overflow into the inner city
before the construction of the Danube Canal. Many
memorial statues of the the great composers of the past
stand in the park; the best known depicts Johann Strauss
Jr., who composed Die Fledermaus and "The Beautiful Blue
Danube."

Details: Orchestra masterclass
Your Masterclass is today! Your ensemble will attend a
masterclass given by a university or college professor, or
local expert. You can choose the area of focus or let the
expert determine what skills on which they would like to
focus.

Day 7 Vienna

Vienna Central Cemetery visit
Haus der Musik visit
Beethoven Pasqualati House visit
Dinner on your own

Details: Vienna Central Cemetery visit
Spend some meditative time at the Central Cemetery where
we will find the tombs of Beethoven, Brahms, Schoenberg,
and Schubert, as well as Mozart's Monument. Other notable
musicians buried here are Antonio Salieri, Hugo Wolf, Karl
Goldmark, and the singer Lotte Lehmann.

Details: Haus der Musik visit
Visit the Haus der Musik (House of Music), an interactive
discovery museum where visitors can conduct the Vienna
Philharmonic from a virtual conductor's podium. The
musicians will even rate you! Journey back in time to see
the great classical composers. Compose a waltz and have it
played. a total of 5,000 square meters have been set aside
exclusively for areas dedicated to a wide array of
approaches to music.

Details: Beethoven Pasqualati House visit
Beethoven lived here during the majority of his heroic
period, between 1804 and 1815. He composed many of his
greatest works here, including Symphonies 4, 5, 7 and 8;
the opera Fidelio, the 4th Piano Concerto and several string
quartets.

Day 8 Vienna

Schönbrunn Palace visit
State Opera House visit
Musikverein guided tour
Mozart concert

Details: Schönbrunn Palace visit
Stop just outside the city center for a visit to the 1,441-
room Schönbrunn Palace, which was designed for the
Habsburgs before becoming the imperial summer palace
during the 40-year reign of Maria Theresa. It was the scene
of great aristocratic events during the Congress of Vienna,
including a performance by a 6-year-old Mozart.

PROGRAM FEE INCLUDES:
Round-trip airfare and other
transportation described in the
itinerary
Basic Medical, Dental, Emergency
Evacuation Insurance during trip
Up to three college credits upon
course completion (grades 9-12) or
high school credit (grades 6-12)
Centrally located three- and four-star
hotels
Plentiful daily breakfast to start the
day energized and ready to go
Appetizing, culturally representative,
three-course dinner daily
Full time, multilingual, WorldStrides
tour director who is LEAP-trained in
experiential education
Local guide at sites and on city tours
as described in the itinerary
Local guide and local bus driver tips;
see note regarding other important
tips
LEAP! Learning through Exploration
and Active Participation; trademarked
immersive approach of learning by
doing
Note: On arrival day only dinner is
provided; on departure day, only
breakfast is provided
Note: Tour cost does not include
airline-imposed baggage fees, any
required passport or visa fees,
optional excursions, or recommended
Tips for the Tour Director or multi-
day Bus Drivers. Optional excursions,
optional pre-paid tips, or other
individual/group customizations will
be listed as separate line items in the
total trip cost, if included.



4/6/24, 5:29 AM GL-Quote

https://performing.worldstrides.com/My-Account/My-Tours/glquote.aspx?p=1&qd=436053&view=detailed 3/3

Details: Musikverein guided tour
Visit Vienna's Musikverein, most famous for the Golden Hall,
world renowned for its acoustics and home to the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra. The organ is also well respected by
musicians, having been rebuilt in 2011.

Details: Mozart concert
Experience the best of classical music composed by
Salzburg’s child prodigy, the great Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart. Get lost in the uplifting, complex melodies as you
imagine the musical master crafting ingenious violin and
piano concertos at the unripe age of 17. With spiritual
undertones to the youthful carefree finales, this live concert
is a cultural treat for your ears and spirit.

Day 9 End tour



The Sound of 
Europe 

Questions? I'm available. Just let me know. 

 

Lindsay Tavarozzi 

 Get in touch 

Requested travel dates 

2026 

Mar 21 

Earliest departure 

Mar 22 – Mar 30 

https://www.eftours.com/my-quotes/2881680CV/quote/3524805/24c12cce184a41d5ac#overview-tc-contact
https://www.eftours.com/my-quotes/2881680CV/quote/3524805/24c12cce184a41d5ac#overview-tc-contact
https://www.eftours.com/my-quotes/2881680CV/quote/3524805/24c12cce184a41d5ac#overview-tc-contact


Requested dates 

Mar 31 

Latest return 

Depart from Detroit (MI) 

Alternate Tour 

​​ Germany and the Alps (9 days) 

Program price valid on the date of creation only and is subject to change 3/31/2025 

Student 

$3,499or $310/ 11 mos 

Adult 

$4,229or $376/ 11 mos 

https://www.eftours.com/GAA


​​ Your Tour 

​​ Team & Support 

​​ Airfare & transportation 

​​ Hotels 

​​ Regional-style meals 

​​ Guided sightseeing 

​​ Entrances 

Price details 

 

day 8 

Budapest 

​​ Fly overnight to Germany 

​​ day 
​​ 1 

​​ Munich 

​​ day 
​​ 2 

​​ Meet your Tour Director at the airport 

​​ Take a walking tour of Munich​
With your Tour Director you will see: 

●​ Munich Cathedral 
●​ New Town Hall 
●​ Hofbräuhaus 

​​ Munich • Salzburg region 

​​ day 
​​ 3 

https://www.eftours.com/my-quotes/2881680CV/quote/3524805/24c12cce184a41d5ac#price-details
https://www.eftours.com/my-quotes/2881680CV/quote/3524805/24c12cce184a41d5ac#overview-tc-contact


​​ Take a guided tour of Munich​
With your expert local guide you will see: 

●​ Olympic Stadium 
●​ Residenz 
●​ Marienplatz 

​​ Travel to Salzburg 

​​ Visit Mozart's Birthplace 

​​ Salzburg region 

​​ day 
​​ 4 

​​ Take a Sound of Music themed tour of Salzburg 

​​ Enjoy time to explore on your own 

​​ Salzburg region • Vienna 

​​ day 
​​ 5 

​​ Transfer to Vienna 

​​ Guided visit of the Mauthausen Concentration Camp 

​​ Stop for a photo at Schönbrunn Palace    

​​ Vienna 

​​ day 
​​ 6 

​​ Take a guided tour of Vienna​
With your expert local guide you will see: 

●​ Ringstrasse 
●​ Parliament building 
●​ Neues Rathaus 
●​ Hofburg Palace  

​​ Visit the Sisi Museum to learn about Empress Elisabeth of Austria   

​​ Visit the Haus der Musik 



​​ ​
Classical Concert​
Enjoy an evening of classical music in one of Vienna's many traditional concert halls. Famed 
musicians such as Mozart, Beethoven, Haydn, Strauss, Brahms, and Schubert all have ties to 
the Austrian capital.  

​​ Vienna • Bratislava • Budapest 

​​ day 
​​ 7 

​​ Travel via Bratislava to Budapest 

​​ Take a walking tour of Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia  

​​ Budapest 

​​ day 
​​ 8 

​​ Take a guided tour of Budapest​
With your expert local guide you will see: 

●​ Heroes' Square 
●​ Castle Hill 
●​ Gellért Hill 

​​ See Matthias Church 

​​ Take a photo at the Fisherman’s Bastion    

​​ Enjoy time to explore on your own 

​​ Hungarian folklore dinner 

​​ Depart for home 

​​ day 
​​ 9 

 



KI CONCERTS ITINERARY: 
 
Monday, March 23 

Depart the US from Detroit 

Relax and enjoy your flight to Frankfurt 

 
Tuesday, March 24 

Arrival in Frankfurt + Transfer to Ludwigshafen 

- Arrive Frankfurt airport 

- Meet local assistance after customs and load motorcoach 

- Transfer to Ludwigshafen where you will commence your homestay for the next 3 nights 

*Once you arrive at the homestay drop off point, no KI Concerts services will be provided until pickup on 

Day 5 

 

Wednesday, March 25 
Group Arranged Day 

No KI Concerts services provided during homestay in Ludwigshafen 

 

Thursday, March 26 
Group Arranged Day 

 No KI Concerts services provided during homestay in Ludwigshafen 

 

Friday, March 27 
Transfer to Vienna 

- Meet your 24/7 Tour Manager and load motorcoach 

- Transfer to Vienna 

- Hotel check-in 

- Dinner provided nightly 

- Overnight Vienna 

 

Saturday, March 28 



Vienna + Concert 

- Breakfast daily 

- Enjoy a tour of Vienna’s iconic sights passing the Ring Avenue, Hofburg Palace, the Opera House, 

Mozart’s “Figaro House”, City Hall and St Stephen’s Cathedral (Stephansdom) 

- Rehearsal and concert​

- Overnight Vienna 

 

Sunday, March 29 
Schönbrunn Palace 

- Tour Schönbrunn Palace, the opulent summer residence of the Habsburg Rulers 

- Time to continue exploring Vienna, including visiting the famous Central Cemetery, home to honorary 

tombs for famous composers including Beethoven, Gluck, Schubert, Strauss and Brahms  

- Overnight Vienna 

 

Monday, March 30 
Vienna + Concert 

- Continue exploring beautiful and historic Vienna with your tour manager 

- Rehearsal and exchange concert 

- Farewell dinner 

- Overnight Vienna 

 

Tuesday, March 31 
Depart for home 

Transfer to the airport to travel back to the US  

 

 
 

KI Concerts 
​​  

       Mar 23 - 31, 2026 
        Group size: 1 - 100 

https://kiconcerts.wetravel.com/trips/okemos-high-school-orchestra-tour-ki-concerts-88180747#organizer-info
https://kiconcerts.wetravel.com/trips/okemos-high-school-orchestra-tour-ki-concerts-88180747#organizer-info


About this trip 

Enjoy a visit to your sister school in Ludwigshafen, Germany with the tour culminating in Vienna and all its wonderful 

music history. Perform in stunning venues with your peers as you explore Bavaria and Austria! 

What’s included 

​​ FlightRound-trip airfare from DTW, economy class 
​​ Tour ManagerProfessional tour manager throughout tour (1 per bus) 
​​ Accommodations 3.5-4 star accommodations, based on double/twin occupancy , days 5-8 
​​ MealsBreakfasts days 6-9 and dinner days 5-8 
​​ TouringAll scheduled sightseeing and entrance fees 
​​ PerformancesConcert organization and promotion listed in itineraries 
​​ Travel InsuranceBasic travel protection benefits 

What’s not included 

​​ Flight Seating SelectionAllocation of specific seat assignments on flights 

​​ Additional Baggage costsAny additional luggage charges imposed by airlines 

​​ LunchesMeals other than specified in the itinerary 

​​ Personal expensesSuch as drinks, laundry, phone calls 

​​ Travel InsuranceTravel protection upgrades such as to Cancel for Any Reason (may be purchased separately) 

​​ Instrument RentalCosts for any instruments hired abroad - can be kept as separate expense or can include a 

rental subsidy 

​​ Payment processing fees 

​​ TipsTips for Tour Manager & Coach Driver 

​​ Misc.Any other items not mentioned in Inclusions 

Available Packages 

Full Tour Package 

Available until April 15, 2025 

1 complimentary space for 20 full paying participants (this can be modified to suit your district policies!): 

Tour cost for 80-89 full paying participants: $2,963 

Tour cost for 90-99 full paying participants: $2,891 



Tour cost for 100-109 full paying participants: $2,837 
 

 

Available options 

Single Room Upgrade 

$285 

Available until August 20, 2025 

Please note this is subject to availability 

 
 



Filter First Update
April 28, 2025

Brian Lieber, Director of Operations



Background

First-of-its-kind legislation specifically designed to protect children from exposure to lead in drinking water 
in schools and child care centers.

Signed into law October 2023

part of the state’s efforts to protect its residents from lead exposure in the wake of the water crisis in Flint 

Requires schools and child care centers to develop a drinking water management plan, install 
lead-reducing filters on at least one drinking water station per every 100 school occupants, and test filtered 
water regularly, every year for schools and every two years for child care centers.

Must comply by October 2025 for child care centers and June 2026 for schools



To Dos and Timelines

Item In Process Complete Notes

Drinking Water 
Management Plan

 Summer 2025

Filter Selection Fall 2025 
(Install)

Tap Signage ✅
Filter Replacement 

Plan
✅

Sampling Plan ✅ ERG Partnership



Filter First Grant (Funding) 



Testing, Transparency

Annual required testing to be 
approx. $10,000 per year.

Okemos Schools Environmental 
Website:
opsenvironmental.net



Questions?







Textbook Recommendations 
2025-2026
April 14 , 2025



Strategic Plan- Instruction & Learning

PRIORITY 3: Through strong district and building leadership, deepen 
implementation of high-quality practices and programming.

● Enhance core instructional programming PK-12.
● Enhance core instructional practices PK-12.
● Align and enhance supplemental instructional supports PK-12 to meet the needs 

of each student.

Each text or instructional material selection is an opportunity to move OPS closer to 
our goal of equitably educating with excellence.



Textbook/Instructional Materials Proposals
● Journalism (OHS)
● Creative Writing (OHS)
● Contemporary Literature (OHS)
● AP Statistics (OHS)
● French I (CMS/OHS)
● Spanish I (CMS/OHS)



OPS Textbook Recommendation Process
1. Teachers review multiple textbooks using the following criteria and tools:

a. Readability
b. Standards Alignment
c. Culturally Responsive Curriculum Scorecard 
d. Assessing Bias in Standards & Curricular Materials Tool

2. Approval process by Committee (Elementary), Department Chairs (KMS, CMS) or Area 
Coordinators (OHS)

3. Presentation & approval by District Advisory Council

4. Presentation to Board of Education. 



OHS ELA



Journalism     Last Approved: NA

Course Information: This course focuses on news, feature, 
advertising, and editorial writing for the OHS student 
publication, The OHS Press. Students will also use 
programs for design, editing, layout, photography, and art. 
Students will be responsible for writing, selling 
advertisements, and producing print and online 
publications. This course requires after-school time 
commitment.

Current Reality: No current subscriptions

Recommendation: 
● The Michigan Daily
● New York Times (previously approved for other 

courses at the high school)

Rationale for selection: 
● Representation of diverse perspectives and 

communities, including authentic, real-life narratives.
● High standards of journalistic writing and contributes 

meaningfully to the course’s emphasis on objective, 
balanced, and representative journalism.

 

Creative Writing 12     Last Approved: 2013

Course Information: This class will provide models, 
instruction, and experiences in a variety of creative writing 
genres, including poetry, creative nonfiction, and short 
stories. Students enrolling in this course should plan to 
write every day. This course is designed for those students 
who really enjoy writing.

Current Reality: This text will supplement the current text, 
On Writing, A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King.

Recommendation: 
● Improv for Writers

Rationale for selection: 
● This text offers engaging, interactive strategies 

rooted in improvisational techniques to help 
students overcome writer’s block, spark creativity, 
and build confidence in their writing voice.

● Complements the foundational guidance to support 
a dynamic, student-centered approach to creative 
expression.



Contemporary Literature- 12      Last Approved: 2018

Course Information: This course will center on outstanding and award-winning contemporary literature reflecting several 
genres. A variety of books will stimulate exploration, discussion, and reflection of themes in relation to social justice and 
current issues. Students will reflect on the reading material using group discussions, literary circles, creative projects, 
analytical essays, book reviews and journal entries. The course is designed for students who enjoy reading and are willing 
to stretch their present scope of literary taste.

Current Reality: The House on Mango Street (Cisneros), The Kite Runner (Hosseini), About a Boy (Hornby), Wit (Edson), The 
Lovely Bones (Sebold), Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (Rowling), City of Thieves (Benioff), Looking for Alaska (Green), 
The Perks of being a Wallflower (Chobsky), The Hunger Games (Collins), Where’d You Go, Bernadette (Semple)

Recommendation: To replace current texts with “contemporary” novels written in the 21st century that authentically reflect 
the lived experiences of the students at OHS. There are a total of 22 new texts being recommended. 

Rationale for selection: 
● Each title has been thoroughly evaluated using the District Textbook Review Tool to ensure alignment with district 

standards and instructional goals.
● The selected texts reflect a strong commitment to the District vision by amplifying underrepresented voices, 

addressing complex social issues with thoughtfulness and nuance, and avoiding stereotypes and historical 
inaccuracies. 

● These novels are intended to foster critical dialogue among students around themes of power, privilege, and identity, 
while cultivating an inclusive classroom environment in which all students feel seen, valued, and empowered to 
participate meaningfully in conversations about the world around them.









OHS Math

AP Statistics    
Last Approved: 2018

Current Reality: 
Current online licenses have expired.

Recommendation: The Practice of Statistics, 7th 
Edition

Rationale for selection: 
● Recommended by the Advanced Placement (AP) 

Statistics program.
● Proven to be a valuable resource for students 

enrolled in the AP Statistics course.
● Authored by experienced AP exam graders, the text 

is specifically designed to align with the 
expectations and rigor of the AP exam.

● Previous editions have supported strong student 
performance.

● Offers a comprehensive set of instructional 
materials and resources to enhance teaching and 
learning.



World Language



French I    Last Approved: 2018

Current Reality: Bien Dit

Recommendation: Nous Sommes Level 1

Rationale for selection: 
● Specifically designed to align with current research in 

second language acquisition, which emphasizes the 
importance of contextual, meaningful learning 
experiences.

● Supports a more modern, flexible, and acquisition-driven 
approach to language instruction.

● Demonstrated strong student engagement and 
accessibility for all learners. Its emphasis on storytelling 
provides a powerful framework for language acquisition, 
allowing students to connect with the content on a deeper 
level. 

● The curriculum incorporates a rich variety of cultural 
materials, including music, art, humor, current events, and 
history, which enhances both relevance and retention.

● This curriculum represents a significant improvement over 
the traditional textbook model and is highly recommended 
for broader implementation within the district.

Spanish I    Last Approved: 2018

Current Reality: Auténtico

Recommendation: Somos Level 1

Rationale for selection: 
● Current research in second language acquisition 

emphasizes the importance of contextualized learning 
through meaningful, culturally relevant storytelling.

● Well-aligned with research-based best practices, 
promoting language development through engaging, 
context-rich instruction that integrates grammar, 
vocabulary, and cultural understanding.

● Introduces concepts through authentic materials such 
as music, art, humor, current events, and historical 
narratives, making language acquisition both relevant 
and motivating for students. 

● Significant advantages over the previous textbook 
approach, offering a more dynamic and effective 
pathway for student learning. Based on this experience 
and its alignment with pedagogical research, SOMOS 
represents a valuable improvement to our language 
instruction model.



In Conclusion
● These textbooks and materials will maintain and enhance the instructional 

excellence and learning at all levels. These materials will help to meet learners needs’ 

academically, provide diverse perspectives and cultures, and utilize the district’s 1:1 

initiative. 

● The materials will position us well for the future, both in person and online.

● All of these proposed textbooks have been reviewed by the District Advisory Council.

● Materials are available for parent review at Central Office for the next two weeks.

● District textbook review calendars will be reviewed and updated to ensure timely 

review and implementation of instructional resources. 



Questions?



 

Book Info Lexile Level Link to 
Synopsis 

Notes/Justification/Rationale 

Circe by Madeline Miller (2018) 660L LINK Feminist retelling of The Odyssey (Which is read in LC9) & would make for a 
nice full circle moment, explores power, isolations & resilience 

James by Perceival Everett 
(2024) 

N/A (Too 
New) 

LINK Reimagines Huck Finn from Jim’s perspective, critically engaging with race & 
American history 

Ayesha at Last by Uzma 
Jalaluddin (2018) 

N/A 
(Couldn’t 
Find) 

LINK Pride & Prejudice retelling with a Muslim protagonist, explores cultural 
expectations & love. Might be more challenging than Pride. 

Frankenstein in Baghdad by 
Ahmed Saadawi (2014) 

1040L LINK Examines the impact of war on our identities & moralities through a 
Frankenstein-inspired narrative.Frankenstein is read in Brit Lit 

Beautiful Little Fools by Jillian 
Cantor (2022) 

No info LINK Reimagines Gatsby through the female character's (Daisy, Jordan, Catherine, 
who is Myrtle’s sister)  perspective, deepening female agency in the 
story.Gatsby is read in AmLit 

Station Eleven by Emily St. 
John Mandel (2014) 

930 LINK Set amidst a Pandemic (timely-ish!), literary style dystopian novel that explores 
art and humanity after the world has collapsed. There is also a TV adaptation of 
this that could make for good discussion. 

The Ballad of Songbirds & 
Snakes by Suzanne Collins 
(2020) 

860 LINK Would directly replace The Hunger Games in the curriculum. Timely and 
relevant, provides insight to the origins of the tyrant in The Hunger Games. 
Connects dystopian units to Retelling unit. 

Scythe by Neal Shusterman 
(2016) 

830 LINK Hot book right now, first in a series, Engaging, philosophical YA dystopia about 
immorality and ethics 

The House in the Cerulean 
Sea by TJ Klune (2020) 

620 LINK Wildly popular, first in a series, whimsical and hopeful fantasy exploring found 
family & identity. 
“The book is considered an adult novel, but some say it's accessible to young 
adult readers. It includes themes like romance and the mistreatment of foster 
children.” 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/circe/summary/
https://the-bibliofile.com/james/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43124133-ayesha-at-last
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43124133-ayesha-at-last
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/56922665-beautiful-little-fools
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/station-eleven/summary/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/songbirds-and-snakes/summary/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954189-scythe
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/45047384-the-house-in-the-cerulean-sea


Book Info Lexile Level Link to 
Synopsis 

Notes/Justification/Rationale 

The Grace Year by Kim Liggett 
(2019) 

810 LINK A feminist dystopian novel that can be compared to LOTF & The Handmaid’s 
Tale. Considered the latter for Contemp, but it is given as an option in BritLit, so I 
think this would supplement it well. Explores the societal control of women. 

The Things they Carried by 
Tim O’Brien (1990) 

880 LINK Older text comparatively, but can reach reluctant readers & does a nice job 
blending fiction and memoir to explore memory & trauma. Could be used in 
conjunction with Nonfic or writing the college essay. 

Long Way Down by Jason 
Reynolds (2017) 

750 LINK One of my favorite books to teach. Powerful, accessible novel that addresses 
the cycle of violence and generational trauma. I think this would work well in my 
Living Poets unit. 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 
(2016) 

910 LINK Traces the impact of slavery across generations, provides a nuanced look at the 
lasting legacy of slavery and colonialism. Multi-generational narrative structure & 
diverse characters offer students a unique lens to analyze complex social 
issues. Would pair well with Reynolds. 

Beartown by Frederik 
Backman (2016) 

840 LINK First in a series, has a TV adaptation, complex exploration of sports culture 
(might hit some reluctant readers), masculinity & justice 

The Nickel Boys by Colson 
Whitehead (2019) 

940 
 

LINK Just had a film adaptation come out. Pulitzer-prize winning novel that exposes 
hidden American history. Powerful and unflinching portrayal of institutional 
racism and abuse in a reform school during the Jim Crow Era. Would pair well 
with Gyasi & Reynolds. 
 
Interesting Articles 

Our Missing Hearts by Celeste 
Ng (2022) 

800-1200L LINK Timely exploration of book banning, propaganda & identity. Encourages students 
to consider how to create a better world & challenge the injustices that surround 
them. 
Connects to real world policies & fears 
 

All My Rage by Sabaa Tahir 590L (Ages 
14 & Up) 

LINK A beautifully written novel that is incredibly easy for students to connect with, 
while also covering challenging topics. Connects to discussion of the American 
Dream from LC10 & American Lit. Explores generational trauma & resilience 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43263520-the-grace-year
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/133518.The_Things_They_Carried
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22552026-long-way-down
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27071490-homegoing
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33413128-beartown
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42270835-the-nickel-boys
https://news.bryant.edu/students-reflect-racism-and-diversity-nickel-boys#:~:text=The%20novel%20suggests%20that%20the,importance%20of%20not%20losing%20strength.%E2%80%9D
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/60149573-our-missing-hearts
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57899793-all-my-rage


Book Info Lexile Level Link to 
Synopsis 

Notes/Justification/Rationale 

Darius the Great is Not OK by 
Adib Khorram 

710 LINK Offers a nuanced portrayal of the life of a biracial teen as he navigates mental 
health, family dynamics, cultural identity & the challenges of being an outsider. 
Provides a window into Iranian culture and traditions, while sensitively 
addressing complex topics. 

Patron Saints of Nothing by 
Randy Ribay 

840 (9-12) LINK Help students develop empathy towards other, learn about social responsibility 
& explore their own identity. Provides an interesting, complex lens through which 
to explore global inequalities. 

I am Not Your Perfect Mexican 
Daughter by Erika Sanchez 

730 (9-12) LINK Offers a refined exploration of Mexican-American identity, especially for young 
women. Tackles themes of familial expectations, cultural pressure, immigration, 
and the struggle to find your voice amidst the chaos. 

The Midnight Library by Matt 
Haig 

70-750 LINK Portrays a thought experiment on living alternative lives. Encourages discussion 
on regrets & resilience. Explores self-reflection, the consequences of our 
choices & finding meaning in life. 

Girl in Pieces by Kathleen 
Glasgow 

740 LINK Deals with mental illness & resilience in a raw, unfiltered way. Fosters 
conversation about stigmatized issues, promotes empathy & encourages 
students to seek help. 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37506437-darius-the-great-is-not-okay
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41941681-patron-saints-of-nothing
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/29010395-i-am-not-your-perfect-mexican-daughter
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52578297-the-midnight-library
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29236380-girl-in-pieces


Okemos Board of Education - Okemos, Michigan 

"Together...Educating with Excellence, Inspiring Each Learner for Life" 

 

RESOLUTION 

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY - MAY 6, 2025 

 

A regular meeting of the board of education of the district was held in the district on the 28th day of 

April, 2025, at 7:00 o'clock in the evening. The meeting was called to order by President Tom Buffett.  

Present: Tom Buffett, Jason Burns, Katie Cavanaugh, Shulawn Doxie, Andrew Phelps, Leeni Shrestha 

and Jillian Winn 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member _______ and supported by Member 

________. 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members are committed to the philosophy that all students can learn; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members support that philosophy by encouraging, motivating, and inspiring   

all students to achieve their very best; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members support each other in sharing their expertise and their interest with 

their students; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members fill many roles - as listeners, explorers, role models, motivators 

and mentors; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members support open communication among administrators, parents, 

guardians, teachers and students to promote education in the district; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members prepare students for a global perspective in our rapidly changing 

world; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members are involved in addressing educational challenges that will lead to 

reform in education; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members actively participate in their communities; and 

WHEREAS, Okemos staff members are responding to the continuing impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic on education with outstanding commitment to Okemos students and families; and  
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WHEREAS, the goal of Staff Appreciation Day is to raise local awareness of the important impact that 

staff members have on the lives of Okemos students; now, therefore, be it RESOLVED, that the 

Okemos Board of Education designates May 6, 2025 as Staff Appreciation Day and calls on the citizens 

in the Okemos community to honor those who work with our children and lay the foundation for our 

democratic society. 

All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this resolution be 

and the same are hereby rescinded. 

AYE:   

NAY: 

 

Resolution Adopted. 

        _____________________________ 

        Shulawn Doxie, Secretary 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The undersigned, duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of Okemos Public 

Schools, Ingham County, Michigan, hereby certifies that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete 

copy of a resolution adopted by said board at a regular meeting held on April 28, 2025, the original of 

which is part of the board's minutes. The undersigned further certifies that notice of the meeting was 

given to the public pursuant to the provisions of the "Open Meetings Act" (Act 267, PA 1976, as 

amended). 

 

_____________________________ 

Shulawn Doxie, Secretary 



























































































































































 

OKEMOS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
​ ​ John J. Hood, Superintendent 
 
TO:​ ​ Board of Education 
 
FROM:  ​ John J. Hood 
 
DATE:​​ April 14, 2025 
 
RE:  ​ ​ School of Choice   ​ ​  

This is the time of year that the school of choice process for the Okemos Public Schools, as 
well as all other districts throughout Ingham County, is initiated. On Monday, April 28, we 
will discuss potential school of choice vacancies to be advertised in the Lansing State Journal 
and district website in mid-May.  The 15-day window for accepting applications is June 1-15.   

The following data was considered and guided administrations’ review:    

●​ “Move-up” enrollments (K-12)  
●​ Feedback from parent commitments in process (K-4) 
●​ In-district transfer requests - preliminary  
●​ Out-of District Employee requests for enrolling children - preliminary 
●​ Thresholds established in the In-District Transfer regulations 
●​ Projected class sizes   

Currently, estimated class sizes for grades K-4 are as follows:  1st grade = 21 current 
enrollment (25 class limit), 2nd grade = 23 (25), 3rd grade = 24 (27), 4th grade = 25 (29).  As 
you are aware, we are very efficient at the middle and high schools, and class sizes in the core 
curricular areas are generally in the 24-29 range.  The purpose of advertising at least one 
vacancy at each grade level is to accommodate Okemos families who have moved out of the 
district during the school year, as well as siblings, if possible.   

Prior to Board action at the next meeting of the Board of Education, we will recommend a 
specific number of openings for begindergarten and/or kindergarten vacancies. Elementaries 
are in the process of having their kindergarten round-ups.  Further, we will continue to 
monitor enrollments and sections, especially at the elementary level.  Therefore, the listed 
openings may be adjusted to reflect actual enrollment information generated from in-district 
transfer requests, “out-of-district” employee requests, and updated family commitment 
information.   Our recommendations will be used to “fill the gaps” in our existing program, 
including secondary Montessori.  

After reviewing and analyzing current enrollments, the administration is recommending the 
following number of openings to be advertised for school of choice, recognizing this is the 
minimal number that must be accepted: 

 
 
4406 N. Okemos Road       Okemos, Michigan  48864            Phone: 517-706-5007       Fax : 517-349-6235  

john.hood@okemosk12.net 
 



 

​ Begindergarten = 2 openings 

Kindergarten = 6 openings 

1st grade = 6 openings 

2nd grade = 10 openings 

3rd grade = 2 openings 

4th grade = 12 openings 

5th grade = 7 openings  

6th grade = 1 opening  

7th grade = 2 openings 

8th grade = 1 opening  

9-12th grades = 2 openings per grade 

Note: We will continue to monitor and confirm enrollments over the next few weeks and 
provide the Board an update should the recommendation change. If you have specific 
questions,  I would be happy to follow up individually with you.   
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Increased Expenditures/Decreased Revenue Optimistic Most Likely Worst Case

Health insurance (MESSA 1/2 yr +16%/10.2%, WMHIP +10.2%)* 641,572 641,572 641,572

MPSERS Cost Offset, Reduced UAAL by 5.75pts (state aid) 1,882,774 1,882,774 1,882,774

ISD Special Education Funding, change in funding formula 470,000 470,000 470,000

20f Hold Harmless Guarantee 239,545 239,545 239,545

24-25 Wage/Position adjustments to full year 11,951 11,951 11,951

Teacher division advancement (15,18,21) 130,200 156,240 182,280

Cleaning Contract 70,170 70,170 70,170

$3,446,212 $3,472,252 $3,498,292

Increased Revenue/Decreased Expenditures Optimistic Most Likely Worst Case

Increase in per-pupil Foundation Allowance ($392,$196,$100) 1,817,700 908,850 463,700

Enrollment (Feb 25 +40.52; Oct 25: +50, +25, 0) Blend 10/90 490,500 260,300 39,320

MPSERS Expense rate decrease (-1.45 pts to 29.91%, eff. 10/1/25) 498,180 498,180 498,180

MPSERS 3% Health Subsidy Reimb, 1-time (state aid) 287,000 143,500 0

Increased Special Ed Categorical (CY est + 24-25 timing delay) 366,525 366,525 366,525

K-12 New Curriculum, 1x savings 150,000 150,000 150,000

Savings from teacher retirements/resignations (20,15,8) 791,760 593,820 316,720

Reduction in Sections (HS 3.0; Elem 3, 1,0) 689,420 449,420 329,420

Childcare Tuition Increase 350,000 350,000 350,000

$5,441,085 $3,720,595 $2,513,865

Projected Impact on General Fund Balance $1,994,873 $248,343 ($984,427)

Carry forward effect on General Fund Budget (7/1/25) (1,728,502) (1,728,502) (1,728,502)

Total Impact on General Fund Balance $266,371 ($1,480,159) ($2,712,929)

* - subject to negotiations

Additional Information

Compensation reference  - Steps  ~  $917,450

Compensation reference  -  1% of wages  ~  $463,055

Fund Balance - as percentage of expenditures

Audited 6/30/21 8,093,308$       14.9%

Audited 6/30/22 8,677,164$       14.6%

Audited 6/30/23 9,922,868$       14.6%

Audited 6/30/24 10,928,320$     15.6%

2024-25 Original Budget 9,187,199$       12.9%

2024-25 Revised Budget 9,289,144$       12.9%

Pro Forma 6/30/26

optimistic 9,823,015$      14.5%

most likely 8,076,485$      11.8%

worst case 6,843,715$      9.8%

Okemos Public Schools

Preliminary Budget Assumptions 

2025-26

Board Meeting    April 28, 2025



Most Likely

2024-25 Net Change in Fund Balance, Budget Revision #1 (1,639,177)

Preliminary 2nd Budget Revisions, May/June

Ingham ISD SE Revenue, on-going 193,000

Ingham ISD Medicaid Revenue, 1x 74,500

267,500

(1,371,677)

Grant Funding Sources Expired

ESSER Grant (268,079)

Health Resource Advocate Grant (nurses) (69,300)

Safety/Security & Mental Health, 31aa (283,948)

(621,327)

Non-Grant Related

Environmental remediation 939,973

Curriculum/New textbooks (205,000)

ISD SE Funding, addl due to 23-24 final & 24-25 medicaid (435,500)

SE State Aid, prior year final reconciilation (286,620)

Equipment Needs 170,500

Software Subscriptions 66,000

Interest Income 25,000

Kindergarten Classroom Aides 40,000

All Other 1x (49,851)

264,502

Total Non-Structural, 1x revisions (356,825)

Carry forward effect on General Fund Budget (7/1/25) (1,728,502)

Okemos Public Schools

Effect on Carry Forward Fund Balance

2025-26 Proposed Budget

2024-25 Non-Structural, 1x revisions, do not repeat

(removed from 25-26 preliminary assumptions)

2024-25 1-Time Budget Items

Board Meeting    April 28, 2025



Dear Senator ___________, 

 

We, the Okemos Public Schools Board of Education, are writing to express deep concerns 
with the recent upheaval at the US Department of Education (DOE), including massive 
funding cuts for public education.  Public education is under attack, and, as an elected 
body dedicated to the students of Okemos Public Schools, it is our duty to advocate to 
ensure that school funding is protected and the DOE honors its financial commitments.   

The DOE has threatened to withhold Title I and Rural Education Achievement Program 
(REAP) funding.  The DOE has also announced the cancelation of more than $40 million in 
Covid related grants to school districts in Michigan.  These decisions will have disastrous 
effects on public education.   The funding cuts will affect all students, and will 
disproportionately harm the most vulnerable ones including special education students, 
low income students, English Language Learners, and students from marginalized 
communities that already face many barriers in life.  Students who require special 
education, multi-disciplinary efforts, and additional classroom support are more expensive 
to educate, adding more to a district’s per pupil spending. School children will be 
negatively impacted, and public education will certainly face a tremendous setback 
because of these capricious decisions. 

There is a direct correlation between the amount of money spent on a child’s education  
and their outcome in life.  Studies have shown that increases in K-12 funding results in 
higher graduation rates, increased socioemotional skills, greater college attendance and 
completion, and reduced criminality in later life.  Unfortunately, Michigan is one of the 
states that allocates the least for public education.  In fact, Michigan is one of only two 
states that spent less on education in 2015 than it did in 1995 after adjusting for inflation.  
The trend continued into 2025 with the state allocating even less per pupil.  According to 
Empire Center,  Michigan spent $11,482 per pupil in 2015.  After adjusting for inflation, at 
the same rate, Michigan should would have spent $19,225 per student in 2025.  However, 
per Education Data Initiative, Michigan budgeted only $16,208 per student.  Therefore the 
$2 billion in federal funds received by Michigan schools is greatly valued.  DOE completely 
cutting  Title I and REAP funds will cause irreversible harm to all students across the state 
of Michigan. 

One of the primary responsibilities of boards of education is to create a balanced annual 
budget for their school districts.  Currently, we are deep into the work of our 2025 – 2026 
budget, and, like many districts, Okemos Public Schools is going to have to make tough 
decisions in order to balance our budget.  Increased health care costs for our teachers, 



caring for aging buildings, increased staff salaries, and additional supports for our students 
have increased our expenses, while stagnant state aid funds and changes to our 
Intermediate School District’s special education funding distribution have resulted in 
drastically less revenue.  It is imperative to note that almost 20% of Okemos’s students 
qualify for free or reduced lunch.  Not only will reductions in Title I and REAP funding 
impact us directly, but the State of Michigan will have to support districts reeling from 
federal cuts.  The State of Michigan will be forced to attempt to do more with the same 
amount of money earmarked for education.  Districts, including Okemos Public Schools, 
will receive less in state aid, fewer safety and security grants, fewer funds earmarked for 
mental health supports, and a reduced per pupil allowance.  The Okemos Public School 
district will have to reduce spending to balance the budget.  While we will try to avoid 
budget cuts that affect students directly, we may not have a choice but to leave open 
teaching positions unfilled, reduce student support staff such as counselors and 
classroom aids, and cut summer school and after school tutoring programs.  These losses 
will be greatly felt by students, staff, and families, and will potentially have long term 
consequences. 

 

Senator ______, we urge you to champion public education, including Okemos Public 
Schools, by protecting the Department of Education and ensuring continued funding.  It is 
unconstitutional and unconscionable that the current administration is denying funding 
that has already been appropriated by Congress for public education.  Please compel the 
US Department of Education to honor its commitments made to the students in the state 
of Michigan.  We know that you value education and want Michigan’s children to succeed.  
Please consider how you and your fellow lawmakers can guarantee that public schools and 
students will receive every dollar of the federal funds promised to them. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Okemos Public Schools Board of Education 

 

Sources: 

https://education.msu.edu/ed-policy-phd/pdf/Michigan-School-Finance-at-the-

Crossroads-A-Quarter-Center-of-State-Control.pdf 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64f225b2b502d42a84dd1d88/t/64f2321fa833080

bf0ee0376/1693594149114/School-Finance-Research-Collaborative-

https://education.msu.edu/ed-policy-phd/pdf/Michigan-School-Finance-at-the-Crossroads-A-Quarter-Center-of-State-Control.pdf
https://education.msu.edu/ed-policy-phd/pdf/Michigan-School-Finance-at-the-Crossroads-A-Quarter-Center-of-State-Control.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64f225b2b502d42a84dd1d88/t/64f2321fa833080bf0ee0376/1693594149114/School-Finance-Research-Collaborative-Report.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64f225b2b502d42a84dd1d88/t/64f2321fa833080bf0ee0376/1693594149114/School-Finance-Research-Collaborative-Report.pdf


Report.pdf; https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64f225b2b502d42a84dd1d88/t/64f23

2d403d1156ea742920d/1693594325416/Michigan-Report-5.21.20-FINAL-.pdf 

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257%2Fapp.20220279&&from=f 

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pol.20150249 

https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w29855/w29855.pdf 

https://www.empirecenter.org/publications/components-of-school-spending-total-
spending-per-pupil/ 

https://educationdata.org/public-education-spending-statistics#mi 

 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64f225b2b502d42a84dd1d88/t/64f2321fa833080bf0ee0376/1693594149114/School-Finance-Research-Collaborative-Report.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64f225b2b502d42a84dd1d88/t/64f232d403d1156ea742920d/1693594325416/Michigan-Report-5.21.20-FINAL-.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64f225b2b502d42a84dd1d88/t/64f232d403d1156ea742920d/1693594325416/Michigan-Report-5.21.20-FINAL-.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257%2Fapp.20220279&&from=f
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pol.20150249
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w29855/w29855.pdf
https://www.empirecenter.org/publications/components-of-school-spending-total-spending-per-pupil/
https://www.empirecenter.org/publications/components-of-school-spending-total-spending-per-pupil/

	Agenda
	CALL TO ORDER
	WELCOME AND MEETING FORMAT (2 Min)
	ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION –  Attorney-Client Privileged Information
	RECONVENE
	PRESENTATION: ACTION Club
	ACTION Presentation (1)

	DISCUSSION MOVED FORWARD- Student Trip
	World Strides - OHS Germany Itinerary & Pricing
	EF Tours - The Sound of Europe Itinerary & Pricing
	KI Concerts - Itinerary & Pricing

	PRESENTATION: Filter First
	DRAFT Filter First Presentation (1) (1)

	CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS
	HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORTS/REQUESTS (5 Min)
	SUPERINTENDENT REPORTS/REQUESTS (10 Min)
	BOARD REPORTS/REQUESTS (10 Min)
	ACTION ITEMS
	CONSENT AGENDA (5 Min)
	OTHER ACTION ITEMS
	Technology Purchases
	Letter to BOE - IT -2025 (1)

	Textbook Adoption
	Textbook Recommendations for 25-26 (2)
	Contemporary Literature recommendation (1)

	Resolution - Staff Appreciation Day
	Staff Appreciation Day 2025

	Board Policy - Final Reading
	3-17-25 Policies In Review

	Board Policy - First Reading
	Policies 1st Reading 4-28-25

	Board Policy - Revoke
	3115G

	Administrator Contracts
	Amendment to Assistant Superintendent  Contract
	DISCUSSION ITEMS
	School of Choice Openings (5 Min)
	soc bd memo 25-26 (1)

	2025-2026 Budget Development
	Preliminary Budget Projections 2025-26 Board Meeting 2025,04-28 (1)

	Advocacy Letter
	DoE Funding Letter (1)

	COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
	OTHER MATTERS (5 Min)
	ADJOURN

