
Curriculum Committee Meeting
Wednesday, December 4, 2024
9:30 AM
Remote Session

I. Call to order
II. Approval of November 2024 meeting minutes
III. Overnight Field Trip Request:

• Overnight Trip to Washington, DC 
o Thursday, April 3, 2025 - Sunday, April 6, 2025

IV. Curriculum Updates:
Parents as Partners Events:

• Max Stossel Parent Event - Nov 21: Max Stossel Parent Presentation
• Words in Motion: Engaging with the Literacy Journey 

o WIS: TBD
o HES: Thursday, January 30th from 9:15-10:15

V. December Holocaust Remembrance Day Events
VI. The Positive Psychology Read Alouds Project
VII. Next Generation Accountability System Overview
VIII. Fall Community Climate Survey Data - Panorama
IX. Next meeting topics
X. Adjourn

1



 

1  

Curriculum Committee Meeting 

November 6, 2024 at 9:30 a.m.  

Via Google Meet 

 
 

Present Committee Members: 

David Felton (Chairperson), Lisa Luft 

 

Present Administration: 

Tina Henckel, Ed.D, Assistant Superintendent; Meghan Conetta, WHS Principal; Pattie Falber, WIS 

Principal; Laura Kaddis, HES Principal; Meredith Jackson, WHS Director of Counseling; Randi 

Green, Director of College & Career Counseling; Kate O’Keefe, K-12 Visual Arts CIL; Elizabeth 

Morris, K-12 Performing Arts CIL; MaryFaith Zanghi, K-12 PE/Health CIL 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting called to order at 9:32 a.m.  

 

Discussion: 

Dr. Henckel reviewed the general purpose of the Curriculum Committee meetings and David Felton 

reviewed the virtual meeting norms. 

 

2. Approval of October 2024 meeting minutes 
 

Motion Passed: Move that the Curriculum Committee approve the October 2024 meeting minutes. 

This motion made by Lisa Luft and seconded by David Felton. 

 

2 Yeas – 0 Nays 
 

 3.  Parents as Partners Events:  
 

Discussion: 

 Dr. Henckel and Principal Laura Kaddis spoke on the K-5 parent workshops on math 

curriculum designed to give parents an opportunity to try the math and to see the math 

progression.  

 Dr. Henckel mentioned that the elementary schools will be conducting parent workshops on 

the new literacy core curriculum. The dates are to be determined. Principals Pattie Falber and 

Laura Kaddis will send notification in their weekly updates. 

 A new module was added to PowerSchool called Portfolio Plus. Dr. Henckel described some 

of the reports that parents can access on their student’s assessment portfolio. With this tool, 

parents can see various reports that previously were mailed home.  

 

4. WHS Program of Studies 

 

Discussion: 

 Meredith Jackson gave an overview of the Program of Studies. She spoke on graduation 

requirements as well as the mastery-based learning assignment that Weston students complete 
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called the Portrait of the Graduate. The Portrait of the Graduate is a one-credit requirement in 

which students create and present a portfolio that meets specified domains at the conclusion of 

their senior year.  

 The curriculum leaders reviewed with the Committee revisions and updates to the Program of 

Studies within their departments. 

 Mathematics CIL, Riley Rapoport reviewed a restructuring of the Statistics course and spoke 

on a proposed new algebra course, Algebra 1 Linear Equations. 

 Visual Arts CIL, Kate O’Keefe spoke on updates to the advanced videography and advanced 

photography courses. These two courses will be offered as an ECE (Early College 

Experience) for college credits and as honors courses. The advanced videography ECE course 

is partnered with UConn and the advanced photography course is partnered with Sacred Heart 

University. With these changes, there are no increases in staffing or materials costs. 

 Performing Arts CIL, Liz Morris reviewed the updated courses in music. The current Popular 

Music and Diversity in Society course is proposed to be shortened from a yearlong to a 

semester course and will be an ECE course through UConn. She also reviewed a proposed AP 

Music Theory ECE Fundamentals/Ear Training 1 course for UConn college credit. Both 

courses are staffing neutral; a new text would be needed for the AP Music Theory ECE 

course. 

 Health and Physical Education CIL, MaryFaith Zanghi spoke to the Committee on the 

proposed revised Unified PE course. This revision supports the new National Standards of 

student choice in PE. The costs are staffing neutral. 

 Committee members commended the school for offering the ECE courses and asked if any 

courses were removed. Principal Conetta assured that proposed courses were enhancements 

and did not cause any courses to be removed from the program.  

 Committee member also asked if there would be a particular focus for future ECE courses. 

Principal Conetta said they would continue to evaluate their program from a cost perspective 

and student interest perspective. 

 

  5. Next Meeting Topics: 

Discussion: 

   

  Dr. Henckel proposed a discussion on upcoming remembrance days. No other topics were put forth at 

this time. 

 

 

  6. Adjournment: 

 

   Meeting adjourned at 10:19 a.m.  

   Respectfully submitted, 

   June Curiano 
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Quotes from 
students about 
the storybook 

project
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Positive Psychology Storybooks
First, we learned about the field of positive 

psychology and the research around it.

Next we:

● Created a survey to give to teachers at WIS

● We got the results and analyzed them

Then, we explored other storybooks, gaining 

inspiration from published authors.

After, we spoke with Mrs. Burke, WIS’ school 

psychologist

We then brainstormed and worked on writing our 

storybooks and on November 18th and 21st we 

walked over to WIS to read our books to 3rd-5th 

graders. 
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“...[W]hen I made my own storybook, I got to really understand 

how much mental health matters and how important 

problem-solving is.” -Gianna Montanaro

“…this project allowed me to thoroughly teach positive 

psychology through the perspective of childlike characters that 

the children could relate to.” Delilah Ben-Canaan

“…I learned a lot about [positive psychology], specifically about 

growth mindset, and how to apply it.” -Elise Heller

“This project definitely helped teach me more about positive 

psychology. I had a pretty decent understanding of the topic 

before the project, but taking on the role of an author forced 

me to really think about how important positive psychology 

and a growth mindset is, especially for young children.” 

-Graydon Dunbar

“I didn't realize there was so many different components to 

positive psychology and how much little kids need to 

understand these critical skills in order to thrive in their 

futures. It also helps me realize that I need to be less critical 

about myself and have a growth mindset in order to improve 

my skills.” - Abigaile Mais

“... I thought the way we were able to understand how positive 

psychology was taught to us helps us understand how our brains 

processes positive psychology.” -Grant Paul

“...I was able to learn and discover the ways of how emotions affect 

people.” - Lia Escandon

“...I think that asking teachers certain questions and having them from 

the surveys helps us and myself develop an understanding on what 

students struggle with. This project was fun because it was nice to 

incorporate certain ideas to help children learn something new(like 

kindness).” - Valentina Forero

“Creating a children's book helps me learn psychology because it 

makes me think about how kids understand the world. I had to use 

simple, engaging ways to explain emotions, social interactions, and 

problem-solving, which deepens my understanding of psychological 

concepts.” - Dylan Schramm
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