
Curriculum Committee Meeting
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 3:00 PM
Remote Session

I. Call to order

II. Approval of September 2023 meeting minutes

III. Overnight field trip approval: 
• Nashville, TN - Music Department 4-day, 

3-night trip
IV. Presentation from Weston High School on their 

updates to the Program of Studies for the 2024-
2025 School Year

V. Overview of the Teacher Leader Fellowship 
academy (TLFA) sponsored by the Weston 
Education Foundation (WEF) 

• TLFA Fact Sheet
• Theme for 23-24

VI. Update regarding the district's shift to 
digital assessment distribution

VII. Review and communication of New Kindergarten 
School Year Start Law

VIII. Link to Pupil Personnel Services Website 
to locate the DBT parent presentation on 
October 4, 2023

IX. Information on literacy and technology goals 
• K-2 lens

X. Adjournment
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Curriculum Committee Meeting 

September 13, 2023 at 3:00 p.m.  

Via Google Meet 

 
 

Present Committee Members: 

Bernadette Kingsley (Chairperson), Chad Hoeppner, David Felton 

 

Present Administration: 

Tina Henckel, Ed.D, Assistant Superintendent; Meghan Conetta, WHS Principal; Laura Kaddis, HES 

Principal; Andrea Noble, CIL K-2 ELA and Social Studies; Kelly DelVecchio, CIL, K-2 Math and 

Science; Alex Bluestein, CIL 3-5 ELA and Social Studies; Erin Barlow, CIL, 3-5 Math and Science;  

Jessica DiBuono; CIL, 6-12 ELA; Nick Torres, CIL, 6-12 Social Studies; Beth Lancaster, CIL 6-12 

Science & Technology; Riley Rapoport, CIL, 6-12 Math; Mercedes Fernandes, CIL, K-12 World 

Language; MaryFaith Blank, CIL, K-12 Health & PE; Elizabeth Morris, CIL, K-12 Performing Arts, 

Kate O’Keefe, CIL, K-12 Visual Arts 

 

Members of the Public: 

Kerry Sheffield 
 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting called to order at 3:03 p.m. 

Discussion: 

Dr. Henckel reviewed the general purpose of the Curriculum Committee meetings and reviewed the 
virtual meeting norms. 

 

2. Approval of April 2023 minutes 

 

Motion Passed: Move that the Curriculum Committee approve the May and June 2023 meeting 

minutes. This motion made by David Felton and seconded by Chad Hoeppner. 

 

3 Yeas – 0 Nays 
 

3.  Summer Curriculum Academy and Status of Progress 
 

Discussion: 

 Dr. Henckel introduced the 12 Curriculum and Instruction Leaders to the Committee. 

 She discussed the overall goals of the Summer Curriculum Academy and described the 

curriculum development process including the curriculum design utilized by the Weston School 

District. 

 The results of the work is to ensure that students receive a rigorous, high quality and 

comprehensive standards-based education across all levels and in all subject areas. 

 She also spoke on the professional development focus for the year. 

 Dr. Kingsley asked about standardized outcome rubrics across the district.  She also asked about 
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presenting some of the culminating student work to the public as a complement to presenting 

standardized test scores.  

   

4.  K-2 Literacy Implementation Update  
 

Discussion: 

 CIL Andrea Noble spoke on the preparation and implementation of the newly adopted K-2 

literacy program, ARC (American Reading Company). 

 She spoke on the parent communications on how to support their child at home and spoke on the 

roll out of materials.   

 Dr. Henckel commended Ms. Noble on taking the lead on the intensive work in coordinating and 

communicating the roll out of this new program with the entire K-2 team. 

 

  5. New to Weston Teacher Support Program 

 

  Discussion: 

 Dr. Henckel spoke on a newly formed networking group to support the 16 new teachers to the 

district.  This is an optional monthly support group meeting.  Each month will focus on a 

different theme/topic.  She also mentioned the mentor support for beginning teachers through 

the TEAM program. 

 Committee members suggested having Board members come to one of the monthly meetings to 

confirm their support. 

 

  6. On-going Collaboration and Partnership with Weston Parks and Rec/Youth Services 

 

  Discussion: 

 This past spring Dr. Henckel explored some possible summer programs in partnership with 

Weston Youth Services and Parks and Rec.  They explored offering a Junior Flight School, as 

well as a gaming and coding program for middle school students.  Although there were not 

enough students who signed up in order to run the program, Dr. Henckel continues to work with 

the Town to work on offerings for next summer. 

 Junior Flight School will run as an after school program this fall.  This will be coordinated 

through Weston Youth Services. 

 

7. Next meeting Topics 

 

Discussion: 

 In the October meeting, there will be a conversation on the WHS Program of Studies as well as 

an overview of the Teacher Leader Fellowship Academy supported by a Weston Education 

Foundation (WEF) grant. 

 Dr. Kingsley suggested future discussion on these topics:  student support at transition grades, 

formalized metrics on district mental health as well as data from the curriculum department to 

inform building configuration. 

 

8. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

June Curiano 











WHS Music Field Trip

● Nashville, TN
● February 29 - March 3, 2024
● Performance Exchange with a Nashville High School
● Clinic at Vanderbilt University
● Recording session at RCA Studio B
● Grand Ole Opry, Ryman Auditorium, Country Music Hall of Fame
● Tour of Andrew Jackson’s Estate



Addition of AP Physics II

● Incorporates additional topics
● 1.0 Credit Course
● Sunsetting Physics I - Calculus Based
● Continue to Offer AP Calculus
● Sequences:

○ Honors Physics, AP Physics I, AP Physics II
○ Honors Physics, AP Physics II

● Continued access to students wishing to take AP Physics I-C test



Addition of Digital Electronics (PLTW)

● More hands on course
● Sunset Computer Integrated Manufacturing (CIM)
● More relevant to interests of our students

○ Asked for feedback from students who had taken CIM
● More transferable skills to their post-secondary studies



Addition of Wellness Seminar

● Focus on Dialectical Behavior Therapy - Skills in Schools 
● More focused and comprehensive instruction in DBT Principles
● Enrollment: 12 Students
● More formalized, credit bearing group
● Follow specific curriculum
● Taught by school social worker, psychologist or other appropriate PPS staff 

member



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

 
 

 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 301 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
www.ct.gov/oec 

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

          Beth Bye 
      Commissioner Charlene Russell-Tucker, 

Commissioner 

 

New Entry Age for Kindergarten  

Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, children need to turn 5 years old on or before September 1 in 
order to be automatically eligible for kindergarten.  This is a change from the current kindergarten cutoff 
date of January 1.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following questions and answers are intended to address and respond to questions you may have 
regarding the new entry date for kindergarten. 
 
What is the new entry date for kindergarten? 
 

For the 2023-2024 school year 
there is no change to the entry date 

Children must be 5 on or before January 1, 2024 in 
order to enter kindergarten for the 2023-2024 
school year. 

For the 2024-25 school year and all following 
years 

Children must turn 5 on or before September 1 to 
enter kindergarten for any given school year. 

 
Are there any exceptions to this change?  
Yes.  If your child does not meet the new entry cutoff date, they may still be admitted into kindergarten 
upon (1) a written request from the parent or guardian, and (2) an assessment completed by the school 
that determines admitting the child to kindergarten would be developmentally appropriate. 
 
What if my child is receiving special education services? 
If your child receives special education services and does not meet the new entry cutoff date, your 
child’s planning and placement team (PPT) will review/revise your child’s individualized education 
program (IEP) to meet your child’s needs during the additional year of preschool. Please note: Parents 
may submit a written request for their child to be admitted into kindergarten if they do not meet the 
new entry cutoff date.  The school will complete an assessment to determine whether admitting the 
child to kindergarten would be developmentally appropriate.  
 

KEY POINTS 

• Children entering kindergarten in the 2023-2024 school year must turn 5 on or before 
January 1, 2024  

• To start kindergarten in the 2024-25 school year, however, your child must turn 5 on 
or before September 1, 2024.  

• If your child turns 5 on September 2, 2024, through September 1, 2025, they will now 
enter kindergarten in the 2025-26 school year.  

 



My child was born between September 2 and January 1, and I was planning to send them to 
kindergarten when they were eligible to attend.  What can I do now that the entry date has changed?  

• If your child attends preschool, communicate with the program about your family’s situation and 
how they will continue to support your child’s development.   

• If your child is not attending an early care and education program, consider how a preschool 
experience might support them for the year(s) prior to kindergarten entry. You can find 
information about child care by talking with other families, searching online, or use the 2-1-1 
Child Care online search tool. 

• Seek out possible supports for child care expenses, such as Care 4 Kids, state-funded preschool 
opportunities, public school preschool programs, or Head Start.  To find out about possible low-
cost programs and Care4Kids financial assistance, use the 2-1-1 Child Care online search tool or 
call (800) 505-1000 

• If you believe that it is developmentally appropriate for your child to enter kindergarten., 
communicate with your elementary school to request an assessment for admitting your child to 
kindergarten. 

How can I support my child’s learning and development before the transition to kindergarten?  

• You can support learning throughout the day by sharing new words, reading with your child, 
asking questions, and playing. 

• Begin planning how and when you will talk with your child about their transition to kindergarten 
to ensure a positive experience. 

• Check out the Hello Kindergarten! brochure for more ideas on supporting your child across 
different areas of learning. 

 
How was this change made? 
In 2023, the Connecticut Legislature changed how old a child must be to start kindergarten.  Public Act 
23-208, Section 1(a) changed the birth date cutoff date from January 1 of any given school year to 
September 1 of any given school year. 
 
Who can I contact if I have additional questions?  
Reach out to your home school district to discuss the process for registration and placement in 
kindergarten. You can search for your local schools and find contact information on the Find Contacts 
website.  
 
 
 

https://search.211childcare.org/
https://search.211childcare.org/
https://search.211childcare.org/
https://www.ctoec.org/forms-documents/getting-your-child-ready-for-kindergarten-oec-and-csde.pdf/
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/overview/find-contacts?language=en_US


Hurlbutt Elementary School 
  
 
 

 

Laura Kaddis, Principal 
9 School Road 

Weston, Connecticut 06883 
  

 
  
October 6, 2023 
  
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  
Many of you are aware that the State of Connecticut has changed the age requirements 

for students to enroll in a public school kindergarten. The new law states that students 
entering kindergarten in the 2024-2025 school year must be 5 years of age by 
September 1, 2024. For your reference, the change is reflected in Public Act 23-208 

section 1(a).  
  
Any child who is not five years old on or before September 1, 2024, but turns five 
before January 1, 2025, may submit a request in writing to me, Mrs. Laura Kaddis, 

Principal of Hurlbutt Elementary School, to be considered for early enrollment. Prior to 
any request, I encourage families to discuss this important transition with their child’s 
preschool provider.  
  
Students who are enrolled in the Hurlbutt Early Learning Center (ELC) who are not 5 
years of age on or before September 1, 2024, will remain in the ELC until they are age-
eligible for kindergarten.   
  
The Weston Board of Education is in the process of reviewing and amending the Ages of 
Attendance Policy (5112) to reflect the new legislation.  
  
As a reminder, Hurlbutt Elementary School opens the kindergarten registration process 

beginning in January 2024.   
  
Please contact me directly at laurakaddis@westonps.org if you have questions. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Laura Kaddis 
Principal 
  
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/act/pa/pdf/2023PA-00208-R00HB-05003-PA.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/act/pa/pdf/2023PA-00208-R00HB-05003-PA.pdf
mailto:laurakaddis@westonps.org
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