
Curriculum Committee Meeting
Tuesday, January 10, 2023 3:00 PM
Remote Session

I. Welcome and introductions

II. Approval of December meeting minutes

III. Review of Overnight Field Trips - BOE Approval: 
• Model UN - Boston, MA: Fri Feb 10-Sun Feb 

12
IV. New CIL structure request in FY24 budget

V. Program of Studies Update

VI. Curriculum & Instruction Updates: 
• Literacy 

o January to begin the audit process
o Senator Murphy's Annual MLK Jr. Essay Contest

• Math 
o Pilot of new middle school core resource-

EdReports
• Assessment 

o CT Next Gen Accountability update
o February BOE meeting to provide an update on DIP 

goals based on winter progress
• Special Eduation 

o Updating the Talented and Gifted program guide 
and ensuring alignment to Policy 6185

• Innovation:  Future Ready Schools Framework 
o https://futureready.org/ourwork/future-ready-

frameworks/
VII. Next meeting agenda topics

VIII. Adjournment
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Curriculum Committee Meeting  

December 13, 2022, 3:00 p.m. 

Via Google Meet 

 

 

Present Committee Members: 

Bernadette Kingsley (Chairperson), David Felton, Chad Hoeppner 

 

Present Administration: 

Tina Henckel, Ed.D, Assistant Superintendent; Meghan Ward, WHS Principal; Dan Doak, WMS 

Principal; Pattie Falber, WIS Principal; Laura Kaddis, HES Principal; Liz Morris, Performing Arts 

CIL; Dan Passarelli, WHS Teacher 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting called to order at 3:01 p.m. 

 

Discussion: 

Dr. Henckel reviewed the general purpose of the Curriculum Committee meetings and reviewed the 

virtual meeting norms.  

 

2. Approval of November 2022 minutes 

 

Motion Passed:  Move that the Curriculum Committee approve the November 2022 meeting minutes. 

This motion made by David Felton and seconded by Bernie Kingsley.   

 

3 Yeas – 0 Nays 

 

Review of Overnight Field Trips - BOE Approval: 

 

Discussion: 

Boston Heritage Festival: 

 Ms. Morris reviewed the purpose of the trip and the music ensembles that are invited. She 

described the types of activities at the festival, as well as activities the group will take 

advantage of while in Boston.   

Social Studies Trip to Europe: 

 Mr. Passarelli gave an overview of the trip and provided details on the locations to be visited.  

The trip is reflective on the social studies curriculum. 

 The Committee discussed possibly have students share some of the stories and highlights of 

the trips with the Board at a later Board of Education meeting. 

 

3. CSDE-National Youth Tobacco Survey Collection (January-March 2023) 
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Discussion: 

 Assistant Superintendent Henckel spoke on the Youth Tobacco survey.  The survey will 

provide the District with some additional information on students’ knowledge and attitudes 

towards tobacco, second-hand smoke, and influences that promote or discourage tobacco use. 

 The Survey includes a focus on e-cigarettes and this will be helpful in providing data for 

implementing more preventative programs for district students. 

 The survey is online and takes about 20 minutes to complete. The administration will be able 

to participate in a webinar on interpreting the data collected and will be provided additional 

preventative curriculum and resources.   

 The National Youth Tobacco organization in conjunction with the CDC also provide a 

monetary award for schools that participate, which can be used for curriculum resources. 

 Ms. Ward clarified that the program provides data on the state and national level, but does not 

provide data specific to the participating schools. 

 The Committee discussed providing a link to the 2021 survey questions, which are now 

public.  They also discussed prefacing with students that their participation is contributing to 

a great body of research. 

 

4. Curriculum and Instruction Update 

 

Discussion: 

 Literacy  

o Dr. Henckel reported on the activities of the District Literacy Committee, namely the 

full-day review of two of the seven state-recommended reading programs and the 

outcome of the review.  The preferred program based on the surveyed results from the 

committee was the American Reading Company program. 

o It was noted that two of the current supplemental reading programs, Fundations and 

Heggerty, will continue to be used in Weston. 

o Dr. Henckel spoke on the process of submitting a request for an extension in 

implementing the state-required K-3 reading program.  The request is to implement 

K-2 in the first year and then implement Grade 3 and beyond the following year.  

Both she and the superintendent feel the extension is necessary in order to implement 

the program with fidelity.  She also explained that professional development is very 

important when introducing a new program and the extension allows the district to 

look at the professional development opportunities.  The American Reading Company 

will provide on-site professional development that is tailored to the needs of the 

teachers.  

o Seven of the teachers on the District Literacy Committee completed Orton-Gillingham 

comprehensive reading and phonemic awareness training.  They completed seven 

days of intensive training that they will share with their Weston colleagues and next 

year incorporate into the new adopted reading program.  

 Math 

o Dr. Henckel reviewed the next steps in the Tri-State visitation that will be occurring in 

March.  She reviewed the purpose of the Consortium visit and some of the activities 
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of the two and a half-day visit.   

 Assessment 

o The Connecticut State Department of Education will be releasing the Next Gen 

Accountability report cards this year.  The last time this report was released was in 

2018, and then reporting ceased due to the pandemic.  Dr. Henckel reviewed the types 

of data on the report, which include non-achievement indicators. 

o K-5 Progress reports will be sent out on December 16, 2022. 

 Special Education 

o Dr. Henckel spoke on the parent meeting that took place in November with Assistant 

Director Patty Morrow.  The meeting focused on the CT SEDS IEP platform and the 

new Connecticut dyslexia guidelines. 

o In early December, most of the Special Education and PPS personnel attended a 

building-based professional development that focused on literacy, math and 

instructional strategies.  The K-12 school counseling department is working on a 

revision of their curriculum. 

 

5. Next Meeting Topics 

 

No topics were put forth for discussion. 

 

7.  Adjournment 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:22 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

June Curiano 



WESTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Weston, Connecticut

OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP DETAILED DOCUMENTATION

Trip Destination(s):

Boston, MA (Boston Marriott Copley Place)

Departure Date:

February 10, 2023

Return Date:

February 12, 2023

Trip Leader(s):

Renate Roehl (Model UN Advisor)

Travel Agency/Trip Sponsor (“Trip Advisor”) (if any):

None; conference organized by Boston University Model UN

Detailed Itinerary:

**Note: Italicized events are published by the conference; regular print events are specific to

Weston High School.

Friday, February 10

● 7:30 am: Meet at the Bridgeport Metro North (Amtrak) Station; train departs at 8:14am

● 11:05am: Arrive in Boston

○ Upon arrival, walk to hotel (0.3 miles), register for conference, and buy lunch

nearby

● 4:00 pm-6:00 pm: How to MUN (GA/ECOSOC or Crisis) and Boston University

Student Panel

● 6:45 pm-7:45 pm: Opening Ceremony

● 8:00 pm-10:30 pm: Bloc A Committee Session 1

● 8:00 pm-10:40 pm: Bloc B Committee Session I

● 8:00 pm-10:50 pm: Bloc C Committee Session I

● 11:15 pm-12:00 am: Bingo

● 12:15 am: Delegate Curfew

● 12:45 am-2:15 am: Midnight Crisis (delegates will be gathered at 12:15 am)



Saturday, February 11

● 9:00 am-12:00 pm: Bloc C Committee Session II*

● 9:00 am-12:10 pm: Bloc B Committee Session II*

● 9:00 am-12:20 pm: Bloc A Committee Session II*

● 12:00 pm-2:00 pm: Lunch Break and Opportunities Fair

● 2:00 pm-4:30 pm: Bloc C Committee Session III

● 2:10 pm-4:40 pm: Bloc B Committee Session III

● 2:20 pm-4:50 pm: Bloc A Committee Session III

● 4:30 pm-5:30 pm: Small Break

● 5:30 pm-8:00 pm: Bloc C Committee Session IV

● 5:40 pm-8:10 pm: Bloc B Committee Session IV

● 5:50 pm-8:20 pm: Bloc A Committee Session IV

● 8:00 pm: Dinner Break

● 10:15pm-12am: Delegate Social Event

● 12:30am: Delegate Curfew

*The midnight crisis committees will have a beginning time that is 1.5 hours later than this

starting time, so 10:30 am.

Sunday, February 12

● 9:00 am-11:00 am: Bloc B Committee Session V

● 9:10 am-11:10 am: Bloc A Committee Session V

● 9:20 am-11:20 am: Bloc C Committee Session V

● 11:00 am-11:45 am: Break

● 12:00 pm-1:30 pm: Closing Ceremony

● 1:45pm: Depart for Amtrak station (walking, 0.3 miles)

● 3:16pm: Train departs for Bridgeport

● 5:56pm: Train arrives at Bridgeport; students are picked up from here

Flight Information:

N/A; Amtrak screenshots below.

Bridgeport to Boston:



Boston to Bridgeport:

Hotel Information:

Name: Boston Marriott Copley Place

Address: 110 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA

Phone: 1 617-236-5800

Website:

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bosco-boston-marriott-copley-place/overview/?scid=bb

1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2

This is a conference hotel in Boston’s Back Bay and is partnering with the Boston University

Model UN for this conference.

Website Description:

After a multi-year, complete hotel transformation, the newly redesigned Boston Marriott

Copley Place stands tall in Boston’s Back Bay capturing the city’s rich history and

modern style. Set downtown, four miles from Logan International Airport, stay within

reach of top Boston attractions, including Copley Square, Fenway Park, and a

convenient direct connection to premier retail and dining at the Prudential Center and

Copley Place. Experience an expansive 24-hour fitness center, Indoor Pool, and a

brand new exclusive M Club Lounge. Reimagined guest rooms and suites feature sleek

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bosco-boston-marriott-copley-place/overview/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bosco-boston-marriott-copley-place/overview/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2


decor, platform beds, spa-like bathrooms, and remarkable city views. Satiate cravings

with freshly-prepared meals delivered by A la Carte in-room dining, or catch a game on

a big screen while dining at Yard House. Plan future meetings, weddings, and social

affairs at our Back Bay, Boston, MA hotel in 70,000 square feet of versatile event

space, enhanced by expert planners and one of the largest ballrooms in New England.

Means of Travel:

● Students will provide their own transportation to and from the Bridgeport Metro North

station.

● Students will take an Amtrak train to and from Boston (see above).

● All other “travel” will be done on foot. (The Amtrak station is 0.3 miles from the

hotel, and the conference takes place inside the hotel. There is a restaurant in the hotel

as well as other dining options nearby.)

Travel Budget:

See spreadsheet here.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZkHUOoh-qYPP71b9CtQYeMgm8Warq_tYLQWqh1ZOBbY/edit?usp=sharing
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January 2023

Dear Weston High School Students,

Weston High School has always been known for our rich traditions and the many options our students have in
charting their own course to graduation. The dynamic class offerings in this Program of Studies are evidence of
the care that the WHS staff take in developing courses to ensure that all students achieve the district’s Portrait of
the Graduate. The over 140 courses we offer support you as you develop the ability to think critically,
communicate with purpose, solve problems, express creativity, and care for yourself and others.  The result is
that, upon graduation, no matter the course pathways you elect, you will be well prepared for the world beyond
high school.

As you make your choices we implore you to consider all of the possibilities. Balance the choices you make
while pursuing your goals, with the risk you might also take in pursuing something you might want to try before
leaving WHS. Consider your extracurricular activities and how they might impact the time you have for your
academic schedule. Lean on your family for thoughtful discussions, trust in your counselor to help guide you
toward your goals and work with your teachers who are always there to help. It is so important that you
remember that these decisions are YOUR decisions. Be confident that the adults around you want you to be
successful on your chosen path and we are here to support YOU!

Please take the time to read the course descriptions carefully. They are intended to help in your decision making
process. Sometimes the pressures of attending a high school like WHS can make it feel like there is only one set
of scripted choices that will guarantee success after graduation. Our hope is that by truly examining the
incredible array of courses and programs that are available to you in not only the traditional academic areas, but
also in the areas of the arts, music, media, technology and the possibilities of internships, work opportunities
and independent studies you will see that the WHS community values multiple pathways to success for our
students. We hope that you will consider your options thoughtfully and define success on your own terms in
consultation with your family and school supports. Ultimately, our wish for you is that you make the choices
that lead you to become a healthy, happy and successful adult, who has defined success on their own terms.

Weston High School Administrators, Curriculum & Instructional Leaders and School Counseling Department
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Administration, Curriculum Leaders and School Counseling Staff Contact Information

Administration

Meghan Ward, Principal
Matthew Filip, Assistant Principal (A-L)
Juliane Givoni, Assistant Principal (M-Z)
Mark Berkowitz, Athletic Director

Curriculum and Instructional Leaders (CIL)

Jamie Charles, Science 6-12
Jessica DiBuono, English 6-12
Mercedes Fernandes, World Language K-12
Elizabeth Morris, Performing Arts K-12
Kate O’Keefe, Visual Arts K-12
Patty Powers, Health & PE K-12
Janine Russo, Mathematics 6-12
Nicholas Torres, Social Studies 6-12

School Counseling

Meredith Starzyk, Director of School Counseling
Eric Horton, School Counselor
Arielle Luksberg, School Counselor
Michael Parlanti, School Counselor
Meg Sullivan, School Counselor
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WESTON HIGH SCHOOL CORE VALUES, BELIEFS, AND LEARNING

EXPECTATIONS

Weston High School is committed to providing a safe and intellectually challenging environment that will
empower students to become innovative thinkers, creative problem-solvers, effective communicators, and
inspired learners prepared to contribute to our global society.

We believe that effective teachers:

● Create opportunities for intellectual risk-taking, collaboration, problem-solving, and application of
classroom learning to real-life situations;

● Implement strategies that promote ownership of learning to students;
● Design instruction to integrate a variety of innovative technological tools and resources to enhance

learning;
● Demonstrate ongoing professional growth in order to increase the quality of instruction; and
● Collaborate with colleagues to share and discuss exemplary practices, interpret student performance

data, and design assessments that promote twenty-first-century skills.

We believe that successful students:

● Communicate in a meaningful way for a variety of purposes and audiences;
● Demonstrate a sensitivity to the precision and nuances of written, visual, and aural media through

comprehension, interpretation, and evaluation;
● Employ critical and creative thinking skills to solve problems; and
● Pose questions, examine possibilities, apply skills and collaborate to find solutions to authentic issues.

Our Social and Civic Expectations are to:

● Make positive choices related to physical and mental wellness; and
● Be informed, responsible citizens who contribute to the global community in a collaborative, inclusive,

and respectful manner.
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PORTRAIT OF THE GRADUATE

Prior to graduation from Weston High School, all students will demonstrate their mastery of academic, social,
and civic skills through the presentation of a curated portfolio of their work. This portfolio will be the
culmination of four years spent honing the skills necessary to contribute to our global society. The Portrait of
the Graduate will be introduced in the spring of freshman year, and students will spend the next three years
working with advisors to complete the requirements. For more information, please see the Portrait of the
Graduate Handbook.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

Requirements for Graduation
To meet the requirements for a diploma from Weston High School, a student must successfully complete the
following minimums in grades 9 through 12. We have created this helpful Graduation Planner to guide students
in their course selection.

AREA CREDITS
English 4.0

Mathematics 3.0
Science 3.0
Social Studies including 1.0 US History & 0.5 American
Government

3.0

World Language 1.0
Visual and Performing Arts (VPA)* 1.0
Physical Education & Wellness** 1.0
Health & Safety** 1.0
Humanities Electives (HUM)* 1.0
STEM Electives (STEM)* 3.0
Other Electives (any area) 3.0
Portrait of the Graduate*** 1.0
Total Credits 25.0
Every student must also successfully complete the Weston High School Writing Portfolio.

*Course designations listed below.
**All students are required to take Physical Education and Health courses each year.  Successful completion of these

courses will earn the required Physical Education & Wellness and Health & Safety credits.
***Portrait of the Graduate course work is completed in the advisory program throughout grades 9-12.  Successful

completion will earn the required credit.

In addition to other graduation requirements, seniors must pass a minimum of three credits, including one credit
in English during senior year to qualify for graduation.
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Course Designations

Courses which count toward satisfying the the Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) requirement include
● All courses in the Visual Arts Department
● All courses in the Music Department
● Creative Writing
● Film Studies
● Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW)
● Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW) - Honors

Courses which count toward satisfying the Humanities Electives (HUM) requirement include
● All courses in the English Language Arts Department
● All courses in the Social Studies Department
● All courses in the Visual Arts Department
● All courses in the Music Department
● All courses in the World Language Department
● Personal Finance
● Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW)
● Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW) - Honors

Courses which count toward satisfying the STEM Electives (STEM) requirement include:
● All courses in the Mathematics Department
● All courses in the Science Department
● All Coding courses
● All Engineering (PLTW) courses
● Introduction to Psychology
● AP Psychology - Honors
● Introduction to Economics
● AP Economics (Micro) - Honors
● AP Economics (Macro) - Honors
● Creative Computer Applications
● Contemporary Media Design
● Photography 1
● Photography 2
● Advanced Photography
● Digital Illustration and Animation
● Sports Journalism & Broadcasting
● Advanced Sports Journalism & Broadcasting
● Videography 1
● Videography 2
● Advanced Videography
● Digital Music Production
● Music Industry
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Full Time Status
● Freshmen and Sophomores: 7 courses each semester, graded “A” – “F.”
● Juniors and Seniors: 6 courses each semester, graded “A” – “F.”

Courses not included in the minimum requirement: Classroom Aide, Jazz Ensemble, and Senior Internship.

Minimum Credit Requirements
Grade placement for purposes of graduation planning, reporting rooms, social activities:

Grade 10 - 5 credits
Grade 11 - 11 credits
Grade 12 - 13.5 credits

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the minimum number of credits required for graduation is 25.

Grading
Overall evaluation in a course is measured in a number of ways: class participation, homework, written work,
performance assessments and subjective and objective testing at intervals during the course. Course grades are
an average of quarter and exam grades. The percentages shown for exam grades are maximums.

1st Quarter
Grade

2nd Quarter
Grade

Exam
Grade

3rd Quarter
Grade

4th Quarter
Grade

Exam
Grade

Year
Course 20% 20% 10% 20% 20% 10%

Quarter
Grade

Quarter
Grade

Exam
Grade

Sem.
Course 40% 40% 20%

Grade Point Value

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F,WF
4.34 4.0 3.67 3.34 3.0 2.67 2.34 2.0 1.67 1.34 1.0 0.67 0.0

Honors Weighting

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F,WF
5.0 4.67 4.34 4.0 3.67 3.34 3.0 2.67 2.34 2.0 1.67 1.34 0.0

Pass/Fail (P/F)
The P/F grade option is available to juniors and seniors only, and may not be elected for courses that are needed
to meet graduation requirements.  A permission form to take a course P/F is available from the School
Counseling Office and must be signed and approved by the student, the parent, the counselor, the teacher, the
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appropriate Curriculum Instructional Leader and the Administration, and filed at the School Counseling Office
no later than the published deadline.

Under the P/F system, only a “P” is given credit.  A grade of “P” does not affect GPA or honor roll calculations.

Pass/Fail Application Procedure
1. Permission forms to take a course under the P/F option are available from the School Counseling Office.
2. The form must be filled out by the student and signed by the student, parent, counselor, teacher, the

appropriate Curriculum Instructional Leader, and the Administration.
3. Completed P/F forms must be filed at the School Counseling Office no later than the fourth week of a

semester course or the eighth week of a full-year course; deadlines are published annually in the WHS
Handbook.

Advanced Placement
It should be noted that Advanced Placement courses adhere to the standards of the College Board’s Advanced
Placement curriculum and cannot be modified. Students are expected to do all work required in these courses.
The AP curriculum is offered in a specific course of study that prepares students for the AP exams in May and
may result in college credit or advanced college standing. All students enrolled in courses designated as AP
are expected to participate in AP testing .

Retaking a Course
1. There are various reasons why a student might choose to retake a course including:

a. If credit was not earned because the student failed the course.
b. If the student is dissatisfied with a passing grade the first time a course is taken and wished to

demonstrate a higher level of academic ability.
2. No additional credit toward the graduation minimum is earned by taking the course the second time.

Both grades earned for taking the given course twice will reflect on the transcript; they will be averaged
in determining the student’s Grade Point Average.

Summer School
1. A student who fails a course may make up the credit by attending an accredited summer school program.

Approval to take a summer school class for credit must be obtained from the School Counseling
Department, the appropriate Curriculum Instructional Leader, and an administrator before the close of
school in the spring.  The summer school must certify course credit at the end of the session and send
the report to the Weston High School registrar.  Weston High School will honor the recommended credit
awarded in the summer program, though the grade will not count toward GPA. Credit will not be granted
for individual tutoring or online distance learning outside an approved accredited summer school. Please
Note: All summer school/make up work must be completed and grades submitted to the School
Counseling Department by August 10th in order to be credited in the previous semester.
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2. A student who takes coursework for enrichment purposes must secure permission in advance from the
School Counseling Department, the appropriate CIL, and an administrator.  This coursework record will
be attached to the student’s transcript upon the student’s request, following receipt of the record from the
school.

3. A student who wishes to enroll in a program for advancement or acceleration must have completed two
years at Weston High School and have secured permission from the appropriate Curriculum Instructional
Leader as well as the Director of School Counseling, and the Principal prior to course enrollment.
Students may be asked to take the Weston course midterm and/or final exam to determine
appropriateness of advancement.

4. A student who wishes to improve a grade may take an equivalent course in summer school with the
approval of the Curriculum Instructional Leader and Director of School Counseling.  When a student
retakes a course through an approved summer school in order to improve a grade:

a. The course must meet for a minimum of 60 clock hours.
b. Upon completion, the course title will appear twice on the transcript with the grades earned for

each time the course was taken.
c. The properly weighted average of the two grades will be used in calculating the student’s GPA.
d. No additional credit toward a Weston High School diploma can be earned for a retaken course.

Early Completion Procedure (3 ½ year program)
Students who are in good standing, who have completed all credits required for graduation, and have bonafide
plans requiring early completion may request permission to complete their program at the end of semester 1 of
their senior year. Students selecting this option must complete the following steps:

1. By October 1 of the junior year, a tentative proposal should be submitted to the counselor by student and
parent. If three and a half year completion is deemed possible, the student will be asked to submit a final
proposal by January 1 to be approved by the parent, counselor, and Director of School Counseling. The
plan should include postgraduate plans and a scheduling plan.

2. The Director of School Counseling submits the approved plan to the principal. The principal will review
and respond by the end of the first semester of the junior year.

3. In June of the junior year and October of the senior year, the counselor and student will verify that
progress is on target.
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COURSE SELECTION/SCHEDULING

Course Selection Process
The course selection process is outlined below. In early January there will be an Advisory period for current 9th,
10th, and 11th grade students to introduce the course selection process. Specific dates and deadlines for the steps
below will be given at that time, and a corresponding email will be sent to students and parents.

1. Examine the Program of Studies. In January, the Program of Studies and the Departmental Course
Sequence slideshow will be available on the front page of the WHS website. Read and discuss with
your parents.

2. Discuss next year’s courses with teachers. Teachers will use class time in January to discuss your course
options for the following year.

3. Select courses in PowerSchool. Starting in early February, make your preliminary course selection
using the PowerSchool Student Portal. Discuss with your parents. Note that there is no advantage in
choosing courses as soon as the portal opens – you are not registering for courses; rather, you are
making course requests so that we can build the master schedule. If you did not receive a departmental
recommendation for a course you would like to take, you may speak with your teacher to understand the
reasons for the recommendation.

4. Meet with your counselor to review course selection. During the month of February, counselors will
hold individual scheduling appointments with all of their students. Students will be emailed the exact
date and time of their appointment starting the first week of February. During these appointments,
counselors will review course recommendations with students and their progress towards meeting
graduation requirements.

5. Submit Course Placement Waiver Request forms (if necessary). If you plan to request a course
placement change, be sure to do so by the required due date.

Current 8th grade students will consult directly with Middle School staff and counselors in order to select
courses for 9th grade.

Prerequisites and Admission Criteria
Certain courses are sequential in nature and have prerequisites. These courses are noted in the course
description in this guide. Certain criteria must also be met for enrollment in Honors/AP and select academic
courses, and these criteria are also listed in the booklet. If students and parents disagree with placement, they
should discuss with their counselor as described in the section above.

Master Schedule/Conflict Resolution
Based on students’ course requests, a master schedule will be developed in the spring. Before the following
school year begins, each student will receive the list of courses in which they have been enrolled. Courses with
few requests and certain electives may not be scheduled, or may be offered on an alternating-year schedule. In
addition, due to the high number of singleton courses at Weston High School as well as other scheduling
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constraints, there will inevitably be students that have a conflict in their schedule. If a course is not offered or is
over-enrolled; or if a conflict occurs due to classes meeting at the same time; or if a placement recommendation
is changed, the student will conference with his/her counselor to make the necessary adjustments in his/her
course registration.

If there are concerns about a student’s course schedule, the counselor should be contacted. Concerns brought
forward during the summer will be addressed in as timely a manner as possible, as counselors do not work
full-time during these weeks; we request your patience during this time.

Schedule Changes
Students will receive their schedules in August. Every student should regard the schedule they receive as a
contract. The school has provided the courses, and the student has an obligation to attend those classes.
Consequently, schedule changes will be permitted only under limited circumstances, as specifically outlined in
the WHS Handbook.
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PERSONALIZED LEARNING

Weston High School embraces a personalized approach to learning and the ability for students to pursue
off-campus educational programs, including online courses, college courses, and other opportunities to learn
beyond the traditional classroom setting. Weston High School is committed to providing a variety of
educational opportunities to students that will allow them to meet graduation requirements while supporting
their individual needs. Students wishing to take part in these opportunities should work with their school
counselor to develop an appropriate program of study.

Norwalk Community College High School Partnership (HSP) Program
The NCC High School Partnership Program is designed for highly motivated, academically qualified students.
Juniors and seniors with a 3.0 or higher grade point average are eligible to apply for this program. NCC covers
the cost of tuition and registration fees; the student must purchase books, supplies, and any lab fees if necessary.
Interested students must complete the Accuplacer Test to determine their eligibility for college-level courses.
Students may take up to two HSP courses per semester, outside of regular school hours; summer courses are not
available through HSP, but may be taken at the student’s expense. Students earn college credit for a successfully
completed course that can be used toward a degree or certificate at NCC or transferred to another college.
(Note: Some colleges will not accept transfer credit for a college course taken while in high school, or only
accept credit for college courses taken while in high school if the course credit is not applied to high school
graduation requirements. Therefore, we generally recommend that students taking HSP courses plan to exceed
the 25.0 or 26.0 total credits required for graduation from Staples.) A student may apply an HSP course toward
the minimum 6 courses required for full-time enrollment status at Staples. Students must select a course where
there is no equivalent course offered at Staples. In addition to the college credits earned, students will also earn
1.0 Staples High School credit for an HSP one-semester three- or four-credit course. The HSP credit will count
toward the student’s high school graduation requirements as additional credits only and cannot be used to satisfy
any specific subject area requirement. The course name, letter grade assigned by NCC, and high school credit
will appear on the Staples transcript. The grade will be weighted at the college course level in the GPA.

The Regional Center for the Arts
Regional Center for the Arts is a part-time public inter-district magnet high school for Fairfield County students
interested in the performing arts. Currently, 245 high school students in grades 9-12 attend. Programs include
Creative Video, Dance, Music, Musical Theater, and Theater. RCA’s student body reflects the racial, ethnic, and
socioeconomic diversity of the Greater Bridgeport Region. Students who feel a passion for performance with or
without professional training are welcome to apply to the program. Students attend Staples in the morning and
the Regional Center for the Arts in the afternoon from 1:30-4:45 p.m. Monday through Thursday.
Transportation is provided by the school district. Based on 450 instructional hours from September to June,
Staples students attending RCA are eligible to earn 3.0 credits per school year, which count toward their Staples
graduation requirements. Credits are listed on the Staples transcript along with the letter grade assigned by
RCA. The grade will be factored into the grade point average as an elective course (no level weight).

Classroom Aide Semester/Year
The Classroom Aide program offers students the opportunity to serve as an apprentice to a teacher outside the
role of a student. Students may elect, in coordination with the teacher, to be an aide for a semester or school
year. This experience is intended to foster a student’s growth in a particular content area and build lifelong skills
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while assisting in instruction, tutoring students and organizing and supporting the needs of the teacher. Students
should have a desire to be of service as well as a passion for the subject area.

Students must submit a written application, available from the School Counseling office, obtain a teacher
recommendation based on excellence in classroom performance and demonstrated work habits, interview with
the prospective teacher, be recommended by their school counselor and have the approval of the Curriculum
Instructional Leader of the subject area.

Classroom Aide will appear on the student’s transcript and will include a grade of (P)pass or (F)fail based upon
the effective completion of assignments. Interested students must pick up from, complete and return an
application to the School Counseling Department within the first 30 days of the school year or first 30 days of
the semester for 2nd semester aide opportunities.

Independent Study Semester/Year
The Independent Study program is open to all students who have the desire, interest, maturity, and skills
necessary to pursue an in-depth study. It allows for advanced study, cooperative learning, and topical
investigations as well as enrichment opportunities for all students. It is designed to afford students an
opportunity to earn academic credit for independent work above and beyond the existing high school
curriculum. Independent Study credits may not count toward a GPA nor be used to meet full time status. It is
not permitted in an area that is offered as a course in the WHS Program of Studies. All projects are graded as
H/P/NM. See your counselor for detailed guidelines.

Course #’s 2601 & 2602 - Work Opportunity
This program is designed to provide select students with a flexible work experience. Provision is made to
receive credit for employment inside or outside of the school building during normal school hours, generally
after 10:30 a.m.

Credit is usually determined by the duration and weekly commitment of time on the job. A verification of hours
and a description of the work function are required from the employer. Students are required to complete a
weekly journal of the job experience as well as a log of hours worked, which is submitted at the completion of
each quarter. There is a conference with the student at the close of each quarter to discuss the journal entries
and the job experience in order to help each student connect the experience to an exploration of future
employment or education possibilities.

A minimum of 15 hours per week on the job for the period of time school is in session is required for two (2)
credits per year or one (1) credit per semester (comparable to 2 class periods). If less time is clocked on the job,
the student will receive a commensurate credit award. Grading is on a Pass/Fail basis. Authorization to
participate requires administrative and parental permission in writing and filed with the School Counseling
Office Registrar.  Applications are available in the School Counseling Office.

WHS Pathways Academy
Weston High School’s Pathways Academy is a “School-Within-A-School” providing alternative educational
opportunities for students experiencing academic, behavioral and/or life challenges in the traditional school
setting. The Pathways Academy enrolls approximately 25 students at the high school level with the intent of
creating a small, supportive community of students.
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The Pathways Academy is designed to provide a place where all students feel safe and free to explore their
academic interests and achieve their personal goals. A team of core teachers, a school social worker and an
administrator as well as other team supports such as, the student’s school counselor, a school psychologist, and
the school resource officer support the Academy. A team meets regularly to discuss the holistic needs of the
students and develop new programs to enhance student learning and personal growth. Pathways Academy
students are expected to earn a minimum of 3 credits per semester or 6 credits per school year within the
Academy program. Pathways Academy students must be enrolled in a minimum of three Pathways classes,
regardless of their credit/graduation status. The Pathways Academy operates during the morning class periods.
The afternoon is reserved for students to enroll in electives, health and physical education courses, world
language, community service, work-study, or internship opportunities through the end of the school day and
beyond.

The academic expectations of the Pathways Academy are the same as traditional core classes, and all Pathways
classes are standard level. Pathways allows for more opportunities for students to earn course credits based on
non-traditional learning methods such as individualized instruction, peer coaching, project-based learning,
interdisciplinary projects, experiential learning, standards-based instruction and learning, and community
service. The alternative academic environment and personalized curriculum offered through the Pathways
Academy comes with certain academic expectations for students. Each student must take ownership and be
responsible for their learning plan, be able to maintain adequate progress, and demonstrate proficiency in
graduation requirements. Our expectation is that students will apply their interests, talents, knowledge, and
skills towards developing an academic plan to graduate and in doing so gain the confidence and skills to
graduate from WHS prepared for their post-secondary world.

Students attend Pathways Academy classes during the morning class periods. There are community meetings
that allow Pathways Academy teachers the opportunity to check in with students and confirm the plan for the
day. There is an expectation that all Pathways Academy students will continue to attend, meet the requirements
of, and pass their elective courses taken outside of the Pathways schedule, as these courses are not offered
within the Pathways Academy. For more information, students and families should see their school counselor.

TECHNICAL AND MAGNET SCHOOL OPTIONS

Academy of Information, Technology, & Engineering (AITE)
The Academy of Information Technology & Engineering is an inter-district, public, magnet high school located
in Stamford. With a maximum enrollment of 700 students, AITE draws students from throughout western
Fairfield County. AITE offers a dynamic college preparatory environment that integrates 21st century learning
expectations, world language acquisition, emphasis on global competencies, advanced information technology
skills and knowledge, introductory courses in pre-engineering and architecture, and service learning. The
learning environment includes extended time classes in a block schedule with a focus on student-centered,
project-based learning. Honors, Advanced Placement, college credit, and virtual high school courses are offered
and available to all students. Admission is based on an application and lottery system.

Henry Abbott Technical High School
At Connecticut Technical High Schools, new and exciting educational experiences are happening. Talented and
creative academic and technical teachers are working together to develop applied and integrated lessons.
Academic and technology projects are requiring students to engage in real life problem solving, increasing the
variety of texts read, and developing their oral communication skills and writing skills. Research is proving that
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students learn better and retain concepts longer when they are educated using an applied and integrated
curriculum. The development of this unique and rigorous curriculum prepares graduates of Connecticut
Technical High Schools for immediate employment, or entry into apprenticeship programs, admission to
two-year and four-year colleges, and lifelong learning. Henry Abbott Technical High School is located in
Danbury, Connecticut and has over 700 students from 20 different towns. The school recently underwent major
renovations to create new, state-of-the-art shop facilities, computer labs and classrooms. Abbott Tech offers a
comprehensive high school and Career Technical Education in 12 occupational careers. Each graduate receives
a high school diploma and a certificate in their chosen trade.

Center for Global Studies – Brien McMahon High School
The Center for Global Studies is a magnet school-within-a-school committed to preparing students
to become citizens of our global society. Our 290 students learn Arabic, Chinese, or Japanese, study the
cultures and history of Asia or the Middle East, read literature from around the world, and travel on two week
study tours to broaden their understanding of the world. We are proud to expand our program
to include the rigorous International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. The IB mission is simple:
By educating students we can create a better world. The IB learner profile expresses the IB mission statement
in action. The CGS is located within Norwalk’s Brien McMahon High School, a comprehensive high
school that was completely renovated in 2005. The result is a beautiful building that is home to a diverse
student population of more than 1,700 students. CGS occupies a section of the west wing of the building,
and classrooms are equipped with Smartboards and chromebooks. There is a large community room for
cultural events and a working kitchen where students cook international foods. Students choose to come
to CGS from all over Fairfield County. They study language, literature, and history in the CGS and enroll
in global studies-themed math, science, art, gym, health, and other electives through Brien McMahon HS.

COURSES RUNNING IN ALTERNATING YEARS

Some courses at Weston High School are offered in alternating years.  These courses historically do not have
sufficient enrollment to run every year.  The anticipated offering schedule of these courses for the next four
years is given in the table below.  Note that even if offered, it is possible that a course will not run if enrollment
is insufficient to support the course.

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

American Tapestry:
Multiculturalism in the
U.S.

Facing History and
Ourselves

American Tapestry:
Multiculturalism in the
U.S.

Facing History and
Ourselves

AP Computer Science
Principles - Honors

AP Computer Science A
- Honors

AP Computer Science
Principles - Honors

AP Computer Science A
- Honors
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS BY DEPARTMENT

The following sections describe the courses offered at Weston High School.  The Departmental Course
Sequences document provides a visual representation of the course sequences in each department.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

Course # GUI101 - Structured Study Semester 1
Course # GUI102 - Structured Study Semester 2
Structured Study is a transition and support program for students who are in need of assistance beyond the
traditional classroom. The focus of Structured Study is to improve academic performance through collaborative
efforts between the Structured Study teacher, the student, and academic teachers and family. This course is
designed to help individual students to develop study techniques and receive assistance to better manage their
course load. A strong emphasis is placed on the development of critical reading and writing skills,
organizational skills, note taking, studying techniques, communication skills, and exploring learning styles.
Students in the class will work with the teacher to set goals and monitor their progress toward those goals
throughout the semester. Referrals to this program may be made by students, parents, or teachers to the student’s
school counselor. This course is graded on a Pass/Fail (P/F) basis.

Writing Center by Appointment
The mission of the WHS Writing Center, a resource for all members of the WHS community, is to promote
excellence in writing across the disciplines through one-on-one conferences with students, collaboration with
teachers, and facilitation of the writing portfolio. We support all learners as they become more effective and
empowered writers, readers, and thinkers. Writing Center teachers are available by appointment and will also
visit. The Writing Center is located in the WHS Library Media Center.

Math Lab by Appointment
The mission of the WHS Math Lab is to support all students in their math studies and support the achievement
of all learners in the area of mathematics. The Math Lab is located in the Library Media Center. At times
teachers supporting the Math Lab will be available to support students on an individual basis. Teachers are also
available to  support classroom instruction and to help facilitate the grouping and regrouping of students toward
mastery of concepts and skills.

Course # 1156 - Composition Seminar Semester
The Composition Seminar course offers supported immersion into all stages of the writing process, from idea
generation through final editing. The course will cover topics such as drafting, organization, grammar, and
mechanics. Students in this course will work on revising their work for inclusion into their resubmission of the
Weston High School portfolio, but they will also have the opportunity to write new pieces in a variety of genres,
further developing the necessary skills they will need to excel in future writing tasks. (HUM)

● Prerequisite: English department recommendation
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ART

The mission of the Visual Arts program is to prepare students for lifelong appreciation and participation in arts
experiences as well as for further study toward careers in the arts. To accomplish its mission, the department
offers an array of studio, practicum and aesthetic courses in contemporary, digital and fine arts. All courses are
open to grades nine through twelve unless noted otherwise. Other specific restrictions, prerequisites, and criteria
are noted. Art Course Offering Sequence

Course # 2809 - Creative Computer Applications Semester
This course provides students with the learning tools to become proficient in basic computer programs such as
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint through creative, authentic projects. Students learn methods of creating
visually stimulating reports, spreadsheets and presentations that incorporate imagery, graphs, charts, and
effective visual communications. Students will also learn efficient digital organization skills and
cross-curricular presentation tools, working at their own speed and level. No previous technology courses are
required. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Course # 2312 - Experimental Art and Design Semester
This is a beginning visual arts course that focuses on applying the elements of art and principles of design to a
variety of media such as pen and ink, drawing, painting, and printmaking.  Students will learn art processes and
means of visual expression through a variety of hands-on art projects. No previous art courses are required.
(HUM, VPA)

Course #2360 - Drawing and Painting 1 Semester
This foundation course is designed for those students interested in improving their drawing skills for advanced
level courses, art portfolios, engineering portfolios, and digital drawing. The emphasis is on traditional drawing
and painting techniques, utilizing a variety of media and subject matter, including pencil, pen, watercolor, ink,
and acrylics. Perspective drawings, pen and ink drawings, paintings from observation are created. (HUM, VPA)

Course #2361 - Drawing and Painting 2 Semester
A continuation of Drawing and Painting 1, this course emphasizes intermediate level drawing/painting materials
and techniques including pencil, charcoal, colored pencils, acrylic, and oil paint. Students will focus on
proportion as we study both the figure and portraiture. This course is recommended for all students planning on
applying to art schools/majors and is required for Studio Art and AP Studio Art. (HUM, VPA)

Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting 1 (taken fall 2022) OR Drawing 1 and Painting 1 (taken prior to fall 2022)

Course #2355 - 3D Art & Design Semester
This is an introductory visual arts course that focuses on three-dimensional media and techniques. Students will
explore ceramics, hand-building techniques, clay pottery wheel techniques, traditional or contemporary crafts,
or additive/subtractive/assemblage sculpture techniques. Focus will be on form and three-dimensional projects,
both functional and sculptural, will be explored through hands-on projects, class discussions, research and
critiques. This course is recommended for all students planning on applying to art schools or majors requiring a
sense of 3D design (such as sculpture, architecture, engineering, or Industrial design.) (HUM, VPA)
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Course # 2328 - Contemporary Media Design Semester
This beginning level design course introduces students to computer based design skills and projects including
but not limited to advertising design, interactive media design and contemporary fine art imagery. Emphasizing
basic art elements and principles of design, students learn beginning design skills including layout, photo
correction and manipulation, digital imaging, as well as ethical use of imagery. Students learn and use Adobe
Photoshop, InDesign, Bridge, Acrobat and Illustrator on the Mac computer platform. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Course # 2321 - Photography 1 Semester
This course focuses on foundational skills and techniques in digital photography. Students will learn the
fundamentals of DSLR camera handling and functions, digital processing, printing, and presentation. Students
will learn design techniques for quality compositions, digital retouching skills, photo organization, processing,
and manipulations using both Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Lightroom. Digital SLR camera ownership is
recommended but not required. Students are required to purchase their own digital media storage devices.
(HUM, VPA, STEM)

Course # 2339 - Photography 2 Semester
Expanding upon the basic photographic principles introduced in Photography 1, students in this course gain a
deeper understanding of file management, digital printing techniques, controlled lighting possibilities, and
in-depth imaging software skills. Students will be introduced to conventional photography, learning camera
functions and darkroom techniques. Students will also experiment with more advanced techniques with digital
photography. Students will investigate contemporary photographers through in class discussions and
independent research. Students are asked to purchase their own digital storage device. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

● Prerequisite: Photography 1

Course # 2322 - Advanced Photography Semester
This course leads students through an exploration of the use of the medium for personal expression. Landscape,
architecture, portraiture, still life and specialized areas are covered. Students will explore the use of artificial
lighting to create photographic illustrations in a controlled environment. Lighting techniques are demonstrated
and applied in a series of photographic exercises with tabletop still life and portraiture. The course emphasizes
the philosophical and technical relationship between the camera and the computer. Students are expected to
mesh their personal vision with the multitude of techniques and genres. Students are required to purchase their
own film and digital media storage devices. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Prerequisite: Photography 2

Course # 2362 - Digital Illustration and Animation Semester

This course expands on skills from Contemporary Media Design, introducing students to more advanced
software and authentic design-based skills. This course introduces complex applications, drawing strategies,
concepts, and specialized illustration techniques used by designers and illustrators with digital media. Digital
photography, successful layout design and effective visual communication will be emphasized as well as
multimedia skills and projects applicable for web and digital presentations. Students will be creating
illustrations and animations utilizing the Adobe Creative Suite. Emphasis will be placed on realistic modeling
approaches and rendering skills, as well as expressive and historical perspectives that an illustrator-designer
must have. Units available for students to choose from include (but are not limited to) Photoshop imagery,
Digital Drawing, Animation, Game Design, and Stop Motion Animation. (HUM, VPA, STEM)
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Prerequisite:  Contemporary Media Design

Course # VPA2347 - Sports Journalism & Broadcasting Semester
Students in this hands-on course will learn to broadcast live streaming events in correlation with the National
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) Network. The network includes a dedicated website,
marketing tools, technology platform and customizable graphics package that students will learn and use to
produce live events. Members of the class will have the opportunity to call live play-by-play commentary and
analysis, operate live graphics, work network quality cameras, and more. Live broadcasts will include school
sports, news shows, events and more. This class will provide students with a real-world experience in the
broadcast journalism industry. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Course # VPA2348 - Advanced Sports Journalism and Broadcasting Full Year
Students will broadcast live streaming events in correlation with the National Federation of State High School
Associations (NFHS) Network. Members of the class will work toward mastery of live play-by-play
commentary and analysis, operate live graphics, work network quality cameras, and more. Live broadcasts will
include school sports, news shows, events and more. Students will work on a variety of professional shows
such as Sports Center, Fantasy Football Now, and Get Up, just to name a few. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Prerequisite: Sports Journalism & Broadcasting

Course # 2353 - Videography 1 Semester
This course is designed to develop a critical eye for comprehending and developing contemporary media: film,
video, and television. Students will develop proficiency in the creation of scripts, use of equipment, command
of techniques, and fulfilling the various
roles involved in producing projects of quality. Students will be involved in both individual and cooperative
projects. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Course # 2354 - Videography 2 Semester
This course is a continuation of Videography I. Emphasis will continue on script writing, advanced techniques
and advanced editing. Students will be involved in both individual and cooperative projects. (HUM, VPA,
STEM)

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Videography 1.

Course # 2344 - Advanced Videography Full Year
Students will develop mastery in the writing and production of high quality media projects and discernment in
the aspects of production that create value. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Open to grades 10-12
Prerequisite: Consistently outstanding work in Videography 1 & 2 and teacher recommendation.

Course # 2348 – Studio Art Full Year
This is an intensive course intended to help students explore more advanced mediums and subject matter
through the use of drawing, painting, and printmaking techniques. Students’ knowledge of the use of color and
light in regards to their compositional skills are pushed beyond just direct observation into the realm of
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self-expression. This course is required before entering AP Studio Art and for students who wish to continue in
areas of the visual arts beyond high school. (HUM, VPA)

Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting 1 & 2

Course # 2351 – AP Studio Art – Honors Full Year
This is an intensive course intended to help students build a portfolio for college. Students will explore a wide
range of media, techniques and processes with frequent critiques and discussions. Students will build digital
portfolios in class. AP Portfolio submission may lead to college credit. This class is open to self-motivated
seniors through an application process. (HUM, VPA)
Requirements for admission to this course:

Teacher recommendation required
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Drawing & Painting 1 & Drawing & Painting 2; and Studio Art; B+ or
better in at least one other art course

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

The mission of the English Language Arts Department is to prepare students for a vital and rapidly changing
future by developing critical communication skills through complex thinking, problem-solving, and
collaboration. A multiplicity of eclectic experiences in reading and writing will provide students with
opportunities to enhance their abilities and initiate their own growth. English Course Offering Sequence

The concepts explored in these classes through thoughtful reading, discussion, and writing, promote depth of
understanding, broadened perspective, and imaginative exploration, as well as connections to learning in other
disciplines. The literature selected by the department (novels, short stories, essays, plays, poetry, and
nonfiction) encourages the study of a variety of voices--both classic and contemporary--that embrace these
concepts.

All sophomores will successfully complete a Sophomore Writing Portfolio. During this process, students will
review major writing in grades 9 and 10, make choices about what pieces best represent them as writers, revise
and edit the chosen pieces so as to showcase the best writing, and write a letter presenting the student and the
portfolio pieces to the assessment team.

One of the following courses on each grade level will fulfill the English graduation requirement.

Course # 1112 - English 9 Full Year
Students in this course will explore units of study that focus on thematic ideas of identity, journeys, and conflict
through a range of texts, including novels, short stories, non-fiction, poetry, and film. Through close reading and
analysis, students will gain new and developed perspectives on the concepts presented in a text. Students will
share their ideas through both writing and classroom discussions. There is an emphasis on foundational skills,
including organization of writing, support of ideas with evidence, and close reading skills; students will also
continue to develop their grammar and vocabulary skills. (HUM)
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Course # 1110 - English 9 Honors Full Year
Students in English 9 Honors delve deeply into analytical ideas while exploring the overarching theme of hero’s
journey in novels, short stories, non-fiction, poetry, and film. These analyses are communicated through highly
participatory discussion, oral presentations, and extensive writing that requires serious analytical interpretation.
Students are expected to read nightly assignments and are expected to have some baseline degree of facility
with more challenging texts. Summer reading may be assigned. (HUM)

Teacher recommendation required
Prerequisites: A- or better on written assessments; A- or better in grade 8 English Language Arts

Course # 1122 - English 10 Full Year
The goal of English 10 is to further develop and strengthen the students’ mastery of English language arts and
encourages students to consider how narratives help shape their understanding of the world and their place in it.
Students will analyze novels, short stories, poems, and nonfiction as they refine their reading, writing, and
critical thinking skills. These skills will also be strengthened by vocabulary and grammar exercises. Students
will think deeply and write for a variety of purposes with an emphasis on revision. Regular graded writing
assignments give students frequent opportunities to improve their skills. (HUM)

Course # 1120 - English 10 Honors Full Year
Practice with literary analysis—with texts of ever-increasing complexity and sophistication—is at the center of
the course; students study a wide range of novels, plays, short stories, non-fiction, and poems, and use these
texts to hone their analytical skills. A focus on writing clarity and precision, particularly on the level of the
sentence and the paragraph, is supplemented with an ancillary study of English grammar and usage. Regular
writing assignments give students frequent opportunities to improve their skills. Class discussion, in which
regular and thoughtful participation is required of all students, frequently transitions into practice with written
expression. Summer reading may be assigned. (HUM)

Teacher recommendation required
Prerequisites: C or better in English 9 Honors; A- or better in English 9

Course # 1133 - American Literature English 11 Full Year
The American Literature course offers an interdisciplinary approach to the study of American literature, culture,
politics, art, and pop culture. Through readings of selected works of fiction and nonfiction – including short
stories, novels, plays, poems, and ancillary articles – students will find depicted the themes and characteristics
that make up a dynamic and sometimes contradictory republic. Through a variety of activities, close-readings,
and analyses, students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of our national identity
through literature and culture. Students will be expected to make connections within and between units as they
look to draw conclusions about our national identity. (HUM)

Course # 1153 - AP Language - Honors Full Year
Advanced Placement Language and Composition engages students in the practice of examining a variety of
texts for the purpose of writing rhetorical and argumentative analysis. This full-year course uses the seminal
works in American literature, fiction, and nonfiction, to identify significant aspects of our national identity.
Students will find depicted the themes and characteristics that make up a dynamic and sometimes contradictory
republic. Using these readings, students will practice for the three aspects of the AP exam while honing skills
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to develop as analytical readers and cogent writers. All enrolled students are expected to take the AP Language
and Composition Examination in May, from which they may acquire college credit. Summer reading may be
assigned. (HUM)

Teacher recommendation required
Prerequisites: C or better in English 10 Honors; A- or better in English 10

Course # 1198 - English 12 Fall Semester
This course builds on students’ previous years and is designed around the literacy skills needed to be college
and career ready. Units are focused on Common Core aligned skills such as personal narrative, literary analysis,
argument, and synthesis. Different genres and voices will be featured throughout this course, including but not
limited to novels, short stories, memoirs, film, graphic novels and non-fiction reading. In tracking the themes
inherent in this ambitious study, students will engage in the kinds of reading, reflecting, discussing and writing
which they can expect to encounter on the college level. (HUM)

Note: Senior students will choose one of the following three courses to complete their English 12 requirement:

Course # 1199 - English 12: Criminal Minds: A Psychological Analysis of Literature
Spring Semester

This course is offered to seniors in their spring semester. In this course, students will explore the significance of
crime in narrative form. Students will trace the roots of this form, reading a variety of texts to analyze how
authors use crime as a plotting device to study character, reveal social order and critique society. Students will
focus on nonfiction, mystery, and film to explore and examine the complex role criminality plays in defining a
culture. (HUM)

Course # 2000 - English 12: Identity: Journey to Self Discovery Spring Semester
This course is offered to seniors in their spring semester. In this course, students will explore thematic ideas of
identity and self discovery. The course will ask students to conduct close reading of literary texts while
analyzing characters, conflicts, and the thematic understanding that arises from these conflicts. Students will
explore universal questions such as “Who am I?” and “Who am I becoming?” as they examine the progression
of identity through literature. (HUM)

Course #2001 - English 12: The Future is Now: Archetypes in Fantasy, Myth & Science Fiction
Spring Semester

This course is offered to seniors in their spring semester. In this course, students will explore different elements
of science fiction. Students will read horror, fantasy, and science fiction in order to analyze and interpret how
authors use setting, character, and conflict to reveal cultural commentary. Students will define, analyze and
interpret fiction, non-fiction, television, and film in order to understand the genre of Science Fiction.
Assignments will ask students to think critically and creatively both collaboratively and independently. (HUM)

Course # 1165 - Honors Humanities Full Year
This twelfth grade Honors level course is an exploration of the development of Western culture through the
examination of seminal texts and art from the ancient to the present. In student-led discussions, the course
evaluates archetypal figures and narratives presented in myths, epic poetry, and drama from various
civilizations. Students demonstrate their understanding and mastery through graded writing and frequent
collaborative creative projects. Summer reading may be assigned. (HUM)
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Teacher recommendation required
Prerequisites: C or better in AP Language; A- or better in American Literature

Course # 1151 - AP Literature - Honors Full Year
Students explore fiction, drama, and poetry through a variety of critical lenses while they continue to refine
their reading and writing skills. The College Board’s expectations are that students should “deepen their
understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they
read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of
figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.” Students are expected to initiate and participate in
sophisticated class discussions and to exhibit a willingness to complete independent research. Regular graded
writing assignments, completed both in and out of class, give students frequent opportunities to improve their
skills. This course will prepare students to take the AP Literature and Composition Examination in May.
Summer reading may be assigned. (HUM)

Teacher recommendation required
Prerequisites: C or better in AP Language; A- or better in American Literature

NOTE: Transfer students applying for any Honors or Advanced Placement course must present
corollary criteria, provide a sample graded essay, and complete a proctored assessment. Admission to
Honors programs are reviewed and approved by the department.

ENGLISH ELECTIVES

Electives may not be used in lieu of the preceding courses to fulfill the English graduation requirement.

Course # 1149 - Creative Writing Semester
Creative Writing is a workshop-style course designed for students who are interested in expressing their
creativity through fiction, poetry, and/or scriptwriting. The workshop requires student writing and participation
in the discussion of the writing. There will be daily pre-writing and writing activities. Since this course is highly
individualized, it may be repeated for credit. (HUM, VPA)

● Open to students entering grades 9, 10, 11, or 12.

Course # 1167 - Film Studies Semester
This elective course is designed to develop a critical stance in viewing the role of classic and contemporary
film. Selected films will be analyzed to examine industry standards, film techniques, bias, and prejudices
inherent or perpetuated, and the mythos film has created in America. The course involves an extensive reading
of film criticism as well as personal responses, analytical, and persuasive writing. (HUM, VPA)

● Open to students entering grades 9, 10, 11, or 12.

Course #1185 - Emerging Voices Semester
Emerging Voices is an elective course that encourages students to explore and study diverse voices while
honing, discovering, and emboldening their own. Through studying “mirror” texts that reflect their own
identities and “window” texts that allow them to gain insight into the identities of others, students will examine
and create fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and media that spans genres, modes, and forms. (HUM)

● Open to students entering grades 10, 11, or 12.
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MATHEMATICS

The mission of the Mathematics program is to develop the ability, interests, and talents of every student while
creating an understanding of mathematical concepts and problem solving, a proficiency in skills and techniques,
and an appreciation of the elegance of mathematical reasoning, and a desire for further study of mathematics.

The Mathematics program consists of three core pathways and three elective courses. The core programs are
designed to provide each student with four years of sequential instruction at a level appropriate to a student’s
ability. The elective courses provide all students with the opportunity to investigate special interests and meet
special needs. To achieve this goal, the department program provides the following:

● Three core pathways of mathematics in algebra and geometry, employing different classroom
approaches, but arranged to provide maximum flexibility of movement from one program to another.

● Advanced courses in pre-calculus (at two levels of rigor) and calculus (at three levels of rigor).
● Elective courses in statistics and personal finance.
● Elective courses in coding
● Opportunity to study for advanced placement and college credit in calculus.
● Opportunity for students to work as classroom aides and resource center assistants.
● Instruction for all students in the use of handheld graphing calculators.

Program Sequence Grades 9-12
Placement in mathematics courses depends on performance and meeting prerequisites rather than only grade
level. Movement between levels can and does occur. Eighth grade students successfully completing Geometry
may be recommended for Honors Algebra 2 or Standard Algebra 2. Eighth grade students successfully
completing Algebra 1 may be recommended for Honors Geometry, Standard Geometry, or in some cases,
Accelerated Algebra & Geometry. Eighth grade students completing Math 8 may be recommended for
Accelerated Algebra & Geometry or Algebra 1. Math Course Offering Sequence

Criteria for Acceleration and Honors Courses

Below are the selection criteria for accelerated and honors placement for mathematics courses in grades 9-12.

General Policies
● Student performance is evaluated on an annual basis. Students may move between course levels at the

beginning of any school year if they meet the necessary criteria.
● All students entering grade nine will be screened for placement into appropriate courses.
● Students must meet the prerequisites for EACH course in the sequence.
● Selection for the accelerated/honors courses will be reviewed and finalized at the completion of the

current school year and course work.
● The performance of students new to Weston will be evaluated individually based on their meeting

Weston criteria and their prior experience. Supplementary testing may be necessary as determined by the
Mathematics Curriculum Instructional Leader.

● The Mathematics Curriculum Instructional Leader will determine placement in all special situations.
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Doubling in Mathematics Core Courses (Acceleration)
Students who wish to take both Geometry and Algebra 2 in the same year must meet the following
requirements:

Geometry & Algebra 2 Teacher recommendation and A- or better in Algebra 1

Geometry & Honors Algebra 2
Teacher recommendation and successful completion of Honors
Algebra 2 prognosis assessment; A- or better in 8th grade
Algebra I

Honors Geometry & Honors
Algebra 2

Teacher recommendation and successful completion of prognosis
assessments for BOTH Honors Geometry and Honors Algebra 2;
A- or better in 8th grade Algebra 1

Course # 1305 - Algebra 1a (Grade 9) Full Year
Course # 1315 - Algebra 1b (Grade 10) Full Year
The Algebra 1a and Algebra 1b program is a two-year sequence in Algebra. The courses are designed for
students whose needs dictate a gradual approach to the material with limited emphasis on axiomatic structure
and continuous review of basic skills in mathematics. The classroom approach combines group lecture, small
group work, and individualized tutoring. The goals of Algebra 1a and Algebra 1b are to provide students with
algebra skills while maintaining or improving the students’ computation skills. Emphasis is placed on the
development of manipulative skills, algebraic concepts, and problem solving techniques. Topics covered
include: simplifying expressions, solving linear, quadratic, and multi-variable equations and inequalities, linear
functions, and systems of equations, simplifying polynomial expressions, factoring, and using models to solve
application problems. The development of proper mathematical study skills is an additional and important goal
of these courses. (STEM)

Course # 1313 - Algebra 1 Full Year
Algebra 1 is a course in first year college preparatory Algebra. Emphasis is placed on the development of
manipulative skills and on the use of variables in problem solving situations. Students are introduced to the
techniques for solving and graphing linear, quadratic, exponential, and systems of equations, solving and
graphing inequalities, and manipulating polynomial expressions. Emphasis is placed on translating from words
to mathematical symbols. Since for many students this is their first course in high school mathematics, the
development of proper mathematics study skills is an additional and important goal of the course. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Math 8 at WMS or departmental approval

Course # MA104 - Accelerated Algebra & Geometry Full Year
Accelerated Algebra & Geometry is a course designed to complete the integrated sequence of courses from
grades 6-8. Basic Algebra 1 skills are reviewed in the context of geometric relationships. Linear equations and
relationships form the basis for a study of coordinate geometry - including congruence and transformations.
This course includes a rigorous study of quadratic equations and functions, with problem solving centered
around area and volume. This course also includes units of study in similarity, trigonometry, and circles. The
goals of Accelerated Algebra & Geometry are to provide students with an opportunity to engage in rigorous
problem solving and reinforce the foundational skills of algebra, in order to prepare students to take Algebra 2.
(STEM)
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Prerequisites: Completion of Math 8 with an A- or better OR 8th grade Algebra 1 with a grade below a B-.;
Demonstrated problem solving proficiency; NWEA score of at least 240 in winter of 8th grade; Receive teacher
recommendation

Course # 1323 - Geometry Full Year
Geometry presents the theorems and assumptions of Euclidean plane geometry through the development of a
deductive system, with an emphasis on logical reasoning and justification. The skills of Algebra 1 are reinforced
by their application to geometric problems. The material of Algebra 2 is previewed in a discussion of
trigonometry and coordinate geometry at the end of the course. The goals of Geometry are to provide students
with an understanding of the rules of plane geometry and an appreciation of the power of logical reasoning and
justification. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I

Course # 1321 - Geometry - Honors Full Year
Honors Geometry presents the theorems and assumptions of Euclidean plane geometry through the
development of a formal deductive system. The nature of formal proof is developed through the use of the
two-column technique and the rules of formal logic. The skills of Algebra 1 are reinforced by their application
to geometric problems. The material of Honors Algebra 2 is previewed in discussions of coordinate geometry
and trigonometry. Students are expected to demonstrate self-advocacy and individual initiative in investigating
the course material and a high level of commitment to the study of mathematics. The goals of Honors Geometry
are to provide students with an understanding of the rules of plane geometry and the nature of a deductive
system and an appreciation of the power of mathematical proof, as well as engage students in high-level and
real-world problem solving to prepare them for the rigors of higher mathematics. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Algebra I; B+ or better test and quiz average in 8th grade Algebra I; Prognosis test
score of 30 or better; Teacher recommendation required

Course # 1333 - Algebra 2 Full Year
Algebra 2 is a course in college preparatory intermediate algebra. While the emphasis of the course is on
manipulative skills, considerable attention is given to mathematical structure and logic. The content of the
course includes linear and quadratic equations and inequalities, systems of equations, polynomial and fractional
expressions, exponents, radicals, complex numbers, probability, sequences, series, and data interpretations.
Technology is integrated throughout the course. Mathematical modeling, problem solving and multiple
representations are stressed. The goal of Algebra 2 is to provide students with a strong foundation in algebraic
manipulative skills, while creating a solid conceptual framework for the study of higher mathematics. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Geometry (or concurrent enrollment)

Course # 1331 - Algebra 2 - Honors Full Year
The Honors Algebra 2 course examines the concepts and techniques of advanced algebra and discrete
mathematics. The emphasis in the course’s development is on the logic and structure of algebraic operations and
manipulations and on the concept of a function. Linear, quadratic, polynomial and rational functions are
discussed with regard to their relationship to algebraic operations and manipulative skills. Included in the course
are discussions of equations, inequalities, counting, probability, data interpretation, sequences and series, and
matrices. Technology is integrated throughout the course. Students are expected to demonstrate self-advocacy
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and individual initiative in investigating the course material and a high level of commitment to the study of
mathematics. The goals of Honors Algebra 2 are the development of competent algebra technicians, thinkers,
and problem solvers and to lay a strong foundation for the study of higher mathematics. (STEM)
Requirements for admission to this course:

Prerequisites: Completion of Geometry (or concurrent enrollment); B- or better in Geometry Honors; A- or
better in Geometry ; Teacher recommendation

Course # 1337 - Pre-Calculus Full Year
Standard Pre-Calculus is designed to prepare students for college level calculus offered at the high school level.
The study of trigonometry includes right triangle and oblique triangle trigonometry, trigonometric and circular
functions, graphing, identities, and equations. Emphasis is placed upon the applications of trigonometric
concepts and techniques to physical situations. The study of functions includes polynomial, radical, rational,
exponential and logarithmic functions. Additional topics may include conic sections, matrices, sequences,
series, and parametric equations. The goals of functions are to analyze the properties and graphs of functions
and to lay a strong foundation for further study in mathematics. Technology is an integral component of the
course and helps to build a deeper understanding of the concepts of trigonometry and functions. In addition,
technology allows the course to focus on exploration, problem solving, and multiple representations to build a
deeper understanding of algebraic techniques. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra 2 (minimum test and quiz average of a B- is recommended); Teacher
recommendation

Course # 1338 - Pre-Calculus - Honors Full Year
Honors Pre-Calculus is designed to prepare students for a rigorous college level calculus course and/or
Advanced Placement Calculus offered at the high school level. Students are expected to demonstrate individual
initiative, independent study, and a high level of commitment to the study of mathematics. Trigonometric topics
include right triangle and oblique triangle trigonometry, trigonometric and circular functions, graphing,
identities, equations, vectors, and polar coordinates. The study of functions includes polynomial, radical,
rational, exponential and logarithmic functions. Additional topics discussed are matrices, sequences, series,
parametric equations, and an introduction to limits and continuity. Emphasis is placed upon the applications of
trigonometric concepts and techniques to physical situations. Technology is an integral component of the course
and helps to build a deeper understanding of the concepts of trigonometry and functions. The goals of Honors
Pre-Calculus are to develop strong mathematical and problem-solving skills and to prepare students to begin the
study of college level mathematics. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Algebra 2; C+ or better in Algebra 2 Honors; A- or better in Algebra 2; Teacher
recommendation

Course # MA1353 - Calculus Full Year
Calculus is a full year course in elementary differential and integral calculus. The course includes differentiation
and integration as applied to polynomial, logarithmic, exponential, and trigonometric functions. Differentiation
includes techniques for sums, products, quotients, composition, and implicit functions. Integration techniques
include substitution and parts. Applications discussed include related rates, maxima and minima, curve
sketching, approximation, areas under and between curves, approximation of sums, and volume of solids of
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revolution. Particular emphasis is placed on the applications of calculus to business, the biological sciences, and
the social sciences. Calculus is not designed in either content or level of rigor to meet the provisions of the AP
Calculus AB syllabus. Students who elect the course do not typically expect to enter college with advanced
placement in mathematics. The goals of Applied Calculus are to provide students with an introduction to the
material and techniques of calculus, a facility in the use of hand held graphing calculators, and an appreciation
for the applications of calculus to areas other than the natural sciences. (STEM)
Requirements for admission to this course:

Prerequisites: B- or better in Precalculus; C or better in Pre-Calculus Honors; Teacher recommendation

Course # 1341 - AP Calculus AB – Honors Full Year
Course # 1351 - AP Calculus BC – Honors Full Year
These courses are rigorous and require students to understand an abstract approach to the theorems and
applications of calculus. Calculus AB follows the AB syllabus of the Advanced Placement program, while
Calculus BC follows the BC syllabus. The goal of the AP Calculus sequence is to provide students with a
rigorous course in differential and integral calculus prior to their entrance to college and to provide students
with an opportunity to earn advanced placement and/or college credit in mathematics. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Pre-Calculus; C+ or better in Pre-Calculus Honors; A- or better in Precalculus;
Teacher recommendation

Course # 2810 - Statistics Full Year
Statistics is a full-year course designed to introduce students to many of the concepts present in an introductory
college level statistics course. This project-based course will feature a variety of real-world applications and
expects students to develop interdisciplinary connections with other academic and non-academic subject areas.
Units of study will include: data displays and organization, the normal distribution, regression analysis,
probability and distributions, experimental design, and significance testing. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra 2

Course # 1355 - AP Statistics - Honors Full Year
AP Statistics is a full year course designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting,
analyzing and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: exploring
data (observing patterns and departures from patterns); planning a study (deciding what and how to measure);
anticipating patterns (producing models using probability theory and simulation): and statistical inference
(confirming models). The goal of AP Statistics is to provide students with a rigorous college level statistics
course and to provide students with the opportunity to earned advanced placement in mathematics. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Pre-Calculus; C or better in Pre-Calculus Honors; A- or better in Pre-Calculus;
teacher recommendation

Course # 2130 - Personal Finance Semester
This course introduces students to the principles of personal finance. Topics include financial planning,
budgeting, savings and investments, and risk management. Through hands-on projects, students develop an
understanding of how to manage their money. Computer simulations are integrated into the course. (STEM,
HUM)
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Prerequisite: Open to students in grades 10-12

MUSIC

The mission of the Music program is to provide experiences which develop skills in playing, singing, creating,
and/or performing and which foster the understanding and appreciation of a broad range of musical styles and
genres. The performance courses are specifically designed to develop the work ethic, technical skills and
communicative power for a quality presentation. The various ensembles perform at festivals, concerts, recitals,
and receptions. Some groups may tour or participate in exchange performances. Certain performances are
mandatory, and are considered performance assessments for grading purposes. Note: All music performance
groups require specific concert dress for performances. Music Course Offering Sequence

Course # 2401 - Concert Band Full Year
This course is open to all wind and percussion students in grade 9. Students are encouraged to study their
instruments through private instruction. Students will improve performance skills through rehearsals and
mandatory public performances. (HUM, VPA)

Course # 2411 - Symphonic Band Full Year
This course is open to all wind and percussion students with prior band experience in grades 9-12. Students are
encouraged to continue private study on their instruments. Students will master performance skills through
rehearsals and mandatory public performances. (HUM, VPA)

Prerequisite: Proficiency on instrument, successful completion of Concert Band or audition and department
recommendation.

Course # 2412 - Wind Ensemble - Honors Full Year
This is an honors level performance course open to advanced wind and percussion students in grades 9-12 who
are selected through an audition process, and who are interested in working on highly complex and challenging
literature designed for wind ensemble. Additional performance expectations for students will be differentiated
to allow students personalized avenues to fulfill honors requirements for this course outside of the school day.
All students are assessed regularly on their performance of selected repertoire and their overall understanding of
music reading, history and basic music theory skills necessary to support a high level of performance. Students
perform at a variety of venues. (HUM, VPA)

Prerequisite: Audition
Requirements to receive honors credit are in the course syllabus and include additional performance, concert
attendance and individual project.

Course # 3415 - Jazz Ensemble Full Year (0.5 Credit)
The purpose of this ensemble is the study and performance of Jazz literature. Membership is through an
audition held in the spring. Instrumentation is limited to trumpets, trombones, saxophones, flutes, guitar, bass,
piano, and drums. Students will audition for placement in one of the two ensembles. The Weston High School
Jazz Ensemble, for more advanced players, meets on Wednesday nights. Students perform at a variety of
venues. (HUM, VPA) This course meets outside of the school day and the attendance policy applies.
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Prerequisite: Audition

Course # 2413 - String Orchestra Full Year
This is a performance course open to all students who play an orchestral string instrument at a fundamental
level of proficiency. There are no lessons offered during the school day, therefore it is strongly suggested that
orchestra members study privately. The repertoire is for string orchestra and the ensemble performs a minimum
of twice a year. (HUM, VPA)

Course # 2414 - Symphonic Orchestra - Honors Full Year
This is an honors level performance course open to advanced string students in grades 9-12 who are selected
through an audition process and who are interested in working on highly complex and challenging literature
designed for string orchestra. Additional performance expectations for students will be differentiated to allow
students personalized avenues to fulfill honors requirements for this course outside of the school day. All
students are assessed regularly on their performance of selected repertoire and their overall understanding of
music reading, history and basic music theory skills necessary to support a high level of performance. Students
perform at a variety of venues. (HUM, VPA)

Prerequisite: Audition
Requirements to receive honors credit are in the course syllabus and include additional performance, concert
attendance and individual project.

Course # 2427 - Concert Choir Full Year
This is a performance ensemble open to all students who enjoy singing in an ensemble and wish to improve
their ability to sing and perform choral music. Literature and training is designed to give students the
fundamentals of healthy vocal technique, to improve their aural skills, sight-singing ability, sense of ensemble,
overall musicianship, and to develop their communicative power for audiences. This ensemble performs at
mandatory concerts and other selected venues. (HUM, VPA)

Course # 2447 - Women’s Choir Full Year
The Women's Choir is open to treble voices in grades 10-12 who are interested in pursuing another level of
musicianship. This advanced ensemble performs challenging choral music for treble voices in a variety of styles
and genres. Participation in this ensemble requires independent work outside the classroom, with additional
requirements for honors credit. Students are assessed regularly on their performance of selected repertoire and
their overall understanding of music reading, history and basic music theory skills. (HUM, VPA)

Prerequisite: Audition

Course # 2437 - Chamber Singers- Honors Full Year
This is an honors level performance course open to advanced choral students in grades 10-12 who are selected
through an audition process, and who are interested in working on highly complex and challenging literature
designed for chamber choir. Additional performance expectations for students will be differentiated to allow
students personalized avenues to fulfill honors requirements for this course. All students are assessed regularly
on their performance of selected repertoire and their overall understanding of music reading, history and basic
music theory skills necessary to support a high level of performance. Students perform at a variety of venues.
(HUM, VPA)
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Prerequisite: Audition; Requirements to receive honors credit are in the course syllabus and include additional
performance, concert attendance and individual project.

Course # 2507 - Digital Music Production Semester
This digital music course is open to any student who is interested in music. Students will engage in real-world
applications and technologies used in the music industry while sharpening their knowledge of musical elements,
song form, sampling and remixing, recording, editing and producing music. Students will develop an
understanding of audio production through the use of digital audio workstations, which includes using keyboard
controllers, studio recording, live sound recording and navigating multiple music sequencing software
programs. They will explore careers in the music industry and current and future trends in popular music.
(HUM, VPA, STEM)

Course # 2508 -  Music Industry Semester
(Formerly Music Technology 2)
The Music Industry course is designed to build on the knowledge and skills acquired in the Digital Music
Production semester course. This advanced course will focus on various aspects of creating digital music
including video game music, music for movies and music videos. Students will complete intensive projects that
are personalized and cross disciplines (i.e. video, live performance, sound engineering). Students will learn the
processes involved in the music business which include music management, copyright, promotion and brand
development and will have the opportunity to create a business plan and portfolio. (HUM, VPA, STEM)

Prerequisite: Digital Music Production or Music Technology 1

Course # 2506 - Music Theory Semester
In this non-performance course students will explore the elements of music through ear-training, sight singing,
musical texts, compositions and digital projects. Students will listen to and analyze recorded works to solidify
their understanding of musical concepts. Notational skills and score analysis skills will be developed using
electronic and handwritten means, recording software and on-line applications such as Moodle and Google
Classroom. (HUM, VPA)

Course #2422 - AP Music Theory - Honors Full Year
In this non-performance course students will develop a deep understanding of the elements of music through
ear-training, sight singing, musical texts and compositions. Students will listen to and analyze recorded works to
solidify their understanding of musical concepts. Notational skills, score analysis and advanced aural skills will
be developed using electronic and handwritten means, recording software and online applications including the
College Board AP Modules, Noteflight, Sight Reading Factory, Teoria, Earpeggio and Music Theory
Lessons.The following written and aural skills will be covered in preparation for the AP Music Theory Exam:
musical vocabulary, pitch, rhythm, key signatures and modes, intervals, triads, chords, seventh chords,
inversions, non-chord tones, chord progression, cadences, advanced melodic dictation, harmonic dictation,
counterpoint and figured bass. (HUM, VPA)

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION

The mission of the Physical and Health Education Program is to promote the physical and health literacy of all
students.  All instruction is aligned to state and national standards. PE & Health Course Offering Sequence

32

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CzTKcV28YBYgQZak1vUYGhh5zOr8bDyY/view?usp=sharing


Students are required to take one semester per year of physical education in grades 9 and 10.  In grades 11 and
12, the requirement is one quarter.  Students acquire basic knowledge and develop skills in the following areas:

● Responsible personal and social behavior stressing effective interpersonal skills and decision making
abilities through cooperation and teamwork.

● Stress management application.
● Physical fitness as it applies to their everyday activities; fostering a desire to be active throughout life.
● Fitness program design and implementation.
● Rules and skills for participating in individual, group, and team activities.
● Sportsmanship and a mature respect for competition.

Course # 1421 - Grades 9 & 10 Physical Education Semester
Ninth and tenth grade students are exposed to a broad and diversified required program in physical education.
Students are provided with opportunities to develop a greater degree of proficiency in a variety of skills and
activities reinforcing knowledge, attitudes, and strategies learned at the previous levels. CPR instruction and
certification is part of the ninth and tenth grade physical education program.
Successful completion of both units of PE is required for graduation.

Course # 1431 - Grades 11 & 12 Physical Education Quarter
The eleventh and twelfth grade physical education provides the students a choice of activities during this
required program. When possible, students may elect activities from within the program and specialize in areas
of their interest. Offerings vary among team, individual, and fitness activities with an emphasis on lifetime
pursuits. CPR instruction and certification is part of the eleventh and twelfth grade physical education program.
Successful completion of both units of PE is required for graduation.

The physical education program is designed to provide meaningful and successful experiences with an emphasis
on lifelong fitness.  Some of the activities students will participate in are listed below.

Team Activities Individual Activities
Project Adventure Badminton
Volleyball Tennis
Ultimate Frisbee Archery
Cooperative Games & Activities Fitness & Weight Training
Pickleball Yoga
Flag Football Pilates
Basketball Dance
Soccer CPR

Self Defense
Mindfulness/Guided Imagery

Make-Up Policy
Students who fail to meet the requirements of a specific physical education semester must comply with the
following:

● Students will repeat the particular physical education semester at the grade level missed or failed.
● Students will not be scheduled into more than two periods on a given day nor more than two classes per

marking period.
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● Medically excused students must attend their regularly scheduled Physical Education Classes!  Each
student will complete a modified program designed by their Physical Education Teacher to meet this
requirement.

Course # 1401 - Adaptive Physical Education Full Year (0.5 Credit)
This course is offered to those students who currently have an Individual Education Plan (IEP). This offering is
to be individually designed, recognizing a student’s needs and abilities; it will be graded on a pass/fail basis.

HEALTH & SAFETY EDUCATION

Students are required to take one semester of Health education in grades 9 and 10, and one quarter in grades 11
and 12. Students develop decision making skills based around the following concepts; nutrition/nourishment,
communication, cooperation, body systems/physiological changes, relationships, substance abuse & prevention,
stress management & emotional wellness with a heavy focus on Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) skills,
goal setting, and reflection.

Course # 1403 - Grade 9 Health (How to Thrive and Survive High School)  Semester
This course is designed to orient freshmen to the high school environment and to help them develop skills to
positively manage their physical, social, emotional, family, and academic lives. Students will immerse
themselves in the DBT-Steps A program for half of the semester where they will focus on emotion regulation
skills. Other units include: introduction to services/accessing resources, positive school climate including
individual student involvement, substance use and abuse, decision-making, bullying prevention and internet
safety.
Successful completion of this course is required for graduation.

Course # 1404 - Grade 10 Health (Emotional Health and Human Sexuality) Semester
This course is designed for sophomores to continue with the DBT Steps-A program and to review, research, and
to create skills involving human sexuality. Students will review the DBT-Steps-A skills learned in grade 9, and
learn additional DBT skills such as distress tolerance and interpersonal effectiveness In our human sexuality
unit students will explore anatomy and physiology, sexuality issues and concerns, making positive and
informed health-related choices, contraception, STI’s, HIV/AIDS, and breast and testicular cancer awareness.
This unit of study is examined through the lens of healthy and unhealthy relationships.
Successful completion of this course is required for graduation.

Course # 1405 - Grade 11 Health (Independent Research Project) Quarter
This course is designed to offer juniors the opportunity to investigate and research a topic of their interest that
focuses on encouraging thought and introspection of various life issues. Examples include: emotional and
physical illnesses and diseases, substance use and abuse, the effects of heredity on one’s health, etc. Topics
must be approved by the health teacher.  Students will also engage in follow-up DBT Steps-A lessons.
Successful completion of this course is required for graduation.

Course # 1406 - Grade 12 Health (Life After High School) Quarter
This course is designed to prepare seniors for life after high school. Topics include: human growth and
development, sexual assault and harassment, suicide prevention, stress and stressors, high-risk behaviors and
consequences, as well as the legal aspects of these behaviors. Students will also engage in follow-up DBT
Steps-A lessons.
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Successful completion of this course is required for graduation.

Make-Up Policy
Students who fail to meet the requirements of a specific health education semester/quarter must repeat the
particular health education quarter at the grade level missed or failed.

SCIENCE

The mission of the Science Department is to facilitate the development of students’ inquiry and critical thinking
skills to enhance their understanding of the nature of science and the way scientists work. Through the
implementation of the goals and practices of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), students
concentrate on exploring real-world phenomena, asking questions and developing hypotheses, designing
experiments and analyzing data, designing and testing models, making evidence-based arguments and learning
other skills that are associated with the work of real scientists. Ultimately, students are provided with the
science skills and knowledge they need to be well-informed citizens in our global society. Science Course
Offering Sequence

Students develop competencies in the following areas related to scientific literacy:
● Demonstrate safe and proper laboratory procedures.
● Describe natural phenomena with appropriate scientific terms.
● Predict events based on scientific knowledge.
● Apply scientific reasoning and knowledge to authentic situations.
● Communicate scientific information using words, equations, graphs, and models as appropriate.
● Relate the role of science in the past and present to current learning.
● Design appropriate procedures to solve a problem.
● Conduct investigations, collect data and record observations.
● Interpret data, draw conclusions and assess their validity.

Course # 1523 - Biology Full Year
This introductory course is designed to present Biology as a process that explains the basic unifying principles
of life.  Through an inquiry approach, topics such as biochemistry, cell biology, heredity, evolution, and ecology
will be studied.   Throughout this course, students will collaborate to problem solve, experiment, analyze,
model, and communicate ideas.  Students explore biological phenomena in a variety of interactive ways,
including hands-on activities and laboratory investigations. The course will help promote science literacy and
develop a lifelong awareness of the potential and limitations of science and technology. (STEM)

Course # 1521 - Biology - Honors Full Year
This is a rigorous and fast-paced course exploring the history, diversity, structure and function of living
organisms. Students take an in-depth look at topics including evolution, biochemistry, cellular biology,
energetics, heredity, and ecology. Biological phenomena are studied through interactive class activities,
authentic case studies, and laboratory investigations. The ability to work collaboratively, think critically and
abstractly, and apply and synthesize ideas is essential. In the case of the student planning to take the SAT 2
Biology exam, individual outside study and preparation will be necessary. (STEM)

Requirements for admission to this course:
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● Receive teacher recommendation, including a proficient score on the Biology-Honors prognosis
assessment

● Maintain an A- or better in Grade 8 Science

Course # 1550 - AP Biology – Honors Full Year
Grades 11-12
Advanced Placement Biology is a rigorous college-level introductory biology course that emphasizes analysis
and synthesis of abstract concepts, which requires a proficient skill level in reading comprehension.  Laboratory
work is embedded in every unit and is often complex and inquiry-based.  The curriculum follows the College
Board course description, which focuses on four conceptual areas: evolution, energetics, information storage
and transfer, and systems interactions.  Major topics include evolution, ecology, biochemistry, cell biology,
energy transformations, molecular biology and genetics, along with regulatory processes such as gene
expression, specialization and coordination of structure and function, which pulls examples from many areas of
biological study.  All students are expected to take the AP Biology exam in the spring. (STEM)

Teacher recommendation required
Prerequisite: Completion of Chemistry and Biology
Guidelines: C or better in an honors course; A- or better in a standard course
Honors Chemistry may be taken concurrently with approval of Curriculum Instructional Leader

Course # 1533 - Chemistry Full Year
Grade 10
The focus of this course is using concepts such as energy transformation, atomic structure, changes in matter,
chemical bonding, equilibrium and stoichiometry to explain the behavior and phenomena of matter. Students
are required to problem solve, analyze, model, collaborate, and communicate ideas. Students explore concepts
through interactive classroom activities and experimentation. The course will help promote science literacy and
develop a lifelong awareness of the potential and limitations of science and technology. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology

Course # 1531 - Chemistry - Honors Full Year
This is a rigorous and fast-paced course investigating the structure and behavior of matter that includes topics in
physical and chemical changes, energy transformations, atomic structure, nuclear chemistry, periodicity,
reaction stoichiometry, and equilibrium.  Conceptual thinking skills are developed throughout the course
through the use of mathematics, logic, models, equations, graphs, and symbols. Laboratory experiments are
analytical and mathematical and designed to give substance to the curricular concepts. The course is designed to
enhance the skills of problem solving, analyzing and modeling. The ability to grasp abstract concepts is
essential, and the pace of the course will require considerable outside effort. In the case of the student planning
to take the SAT 2 Chemistry exam, individual outside study and preparation will be necessary. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation;  Biology, Algebra 2 or concurrently taking Algebra 2, successful
completion of Honors Chemistry prognosis assessment; A- or better in preceding science course or C or better
in preceding honors course.

Course # 1558 - AP Chemistry – Honors Full Year
Advanced Placement Chemistry is a rigorous college-level introductory chemistry course. Students are expected
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to take the AP exam in the spring. The AP Chemistry course is designed to be taken only after the successful
completion of an initial course in high school chemistry. Topics include the structure of matter (atomic theory
and structure, chemical bonding, and nuclear chemistry), states of matter (gasses, liquids and solids, and
solutions), chemical reactions (reaction types, stoichiometry, equilibrium, kinetics and thermodynamics), and
descriptive chemistry. The course has a demanding laboratory component. This is an excellent choice for
students considering a career in chemical science, pre-medical studies or other related fields. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Completion of Chemistry;  A- or better in preceding science course or
C or better in preceding honors course.

Course # 1545 - Physics Full Year
This course introduces students to the methods used to study Physics, most notably experimental design,
creating conceptual models from data, and using graphical representations to create arguments, make
predictions, and solve problems. These methods are applied to the most fundamental areas of study in Physics
including motion, forces, momentum, energy, and certain other specialized topics depending on time and
student interest. The course emphasizes inquiry, collaboration, argument from evidence, and scientific
consensus-building. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation; Completion of Chemistry; Completion or concurrent enrollment in
Algebra 2

Course # 1543 - Physics – Honors Full Year
This is a rigorous, fast paced course designed for students who are ready for advanced problem-solving in the
sciences through a variety of methods, such as modeling, analyzing and investigating. Areas of study include
Energy, Work, Laws of Motion, Gravitation, and Electricity.  Laboratory investigations are analytical and
mathematical and designed to give substance to the class concepts. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation; completion of Chemistry; completion or concurrent enrollment in
Pre-Calculus; A- or better in preceding science and math course or C or better in preceding honors course.

Course # 2801 - AP Physics I Algebra-Based – Honors Full Year
AP Physics 1 is the equivalent to a first-semester college course in algebra-based physics. The course of study is
a rigorous, fast paced course designed for students who expect to pursue post-secondary education in the areas
of science, mathematics, engineering or pre-medical studies. The course covers Newtonian mechanics
(including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; and mechanical waves and
sound. Through collaboration, laboratory investigations enhance the skills of problem solving, analyzing,
modeling, justifying predictions, and arguing from evidence.  All students are expected to take the AP Physics I
exam in the spring. (STEM)

Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation; Completion of Chemistry, completion or concurrent enrollment in
Honors Pre-Calculus or completion of Physics; A- or better in preceding science course or C or better in
preceding honors course; strongly recommended that the student has been consistently in Honors Math courses

Course # 1561 - AP Physics C: Mechanics– Honors Full Year
Advanced Placement Physics C is a rigorous college-level calculus-based introductory physics course.  The
course concentrates on the branch of physics called mechanics, which consists of kinematics, Newton’s Laws,
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circular motion, gravity, energy, momentum, rotational motion, and harmonic motion.  Students are expected to
take the C level AP Exam in the spring, and they will be well prepared to score high enough to place out of one
semester of college physics. Students will also be introduced to methods for writing computational simulations
of physics problems, a core undergraduate-level Physics skill. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation; Completion of AP Physics I, Honors Physics, Standard Physics or
approval of Curriculum Instructional Leader; Completion or concurrent enrollment in a WHS Calculus course;
A- or better in preceding science course or C or better in preceding honors course.

Course # 1004 - Environmental Science Full Year
Environmental Science applies interdisciplinary science content and skills to real-world problems in the
environment. This course uses a case-based approach to examine problems and solutions in the area of
sustainability, ecological management, population growth, conservation, pollution control, and the use of
natural resources like water, air, and energy. It will expose students to environmental careers in the sciences as
well as in other areas like law, business, development, and engineering. It may involve outdoor field study
throughout the seasons. This course is appropriate for juniors and seniors who want a full-year science course
with a lab, who may or may not wish to pursue science-related careers. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Chemistry and Biology

Course # SC1004 - AP Environmental Science – Honors Full Year
Grades 11 and 12
Advanced Placement Environmental Science is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory college-level
course in environmental science. The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with
the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural
world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative
risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.
Topics of study include Earth systems and resources, ecosystems and energy flow, population biology, land and
water use, energy resources and consumption, pollution, agriculture, conservation and global change.
Laboratory work, case and field studies, and field trips are an integral component of this course. Experiences
both in the laboratory and in the field provide students with
important opportunities to test concepts and principles that are introduced in the classroom and gain an
awareness of the significant and complex variables that exist in the real world. Students taking the course are
expected to take the corresponding AP exam in the spring. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Completion of Biology and Chemistry; A- or better in preceding science
course or C or better in preceding honors course.

Course #1005 - Sustainable Living Full Year
Looking to do something to actually improve our community and our world? Sustainable Living is an
interdisciplinary course designed for highly motivated and independent students who are passionate about
solving real world environmental problems. Students will identify environmental problems in our school,
district, and community and then both develop and implement real sustainable solutions to address them.
Unlike many traditional academic courses that focus on specific content, the focus of this class is to develop
genuine problem-solving skills through a project-based learning approach. Through a number of specific
projects, students will learn the major tenets of sustainability (sustainable food systems, energy
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conservation/efficiency, sustainable building techniques, waste reduction, water conservation, habitat &
biodiversity protection, etc.). Examples of some likely projects include: restoration and management of the
school gardens, improving waste management systems in the school (improve recycling, composting, etc.),
restoring wildlife habitat around campus, and providing environmental education opportunities for younger ages
in the district. While some of the problem solving will be academic (researching problems and designing
solution ideas), students are also expected to participate in what is at times demanding physical labor in order to
implement their solutions. The course is ideal for those wishing to extend their environmental education
beyond Standard or AP Environmental Science but may also serve those who thrive when tasked with solving
challenging problems.  Enrollment is limited to 20 students per year. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology and Chemistry

Course # SC4000 - Science Research - Honors Full Year
Honors Science Research is a course designed for highly motivated and independent students who are
passionate about making their own discoveries in the fields of science or engineering. The application process
takes place in the previous year and, if accepted, students develop and pursue their own line of scientific
inquiry. Whenever possible, research will be carried out in the high school laboratory. This course will provide
students with the potential to compete in science competitions at the state level with the potential to advance to
national and international levels. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Acceptance is based on application process and teacher recommendation

Course # 1549 - Animal Behavior Semester
This course is designed for students interested in an in-depth study of how and why animals do what they do.
We investigate the physical and evolutionary basis for behavior, and cover topics including predation, courtship,
social behavior, and learning.  We also investigate practical applications of understanding behavior. The final
exam includes a creative project that centers on applying concepts learned in the course. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology

Course # 1584 - Forensics Semester
This interdisciplinary course draws on concepts in physical and life science to understand how evidence can be
used to solve crimes. Students use inquiry and problem-solving skills to process crime scenes from simple theft
to arson. Students learn industry-standard techniques to collect and analyze different types of physical evidence
such as impressions, fingerprints, unknown chemicals, ballistics, DNA, hairs and fibers. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology

Course # 1589 - Human Anatomy and Physiology Semester
This course focuses on the workings of the major human body systems, with some attention devoted to disease
and genetic disorders.  Students study the human body under the conceptual framework of structure determining
function, regulation, and evolution through natural selection, as well as using lab work (including dissection) to
enhance understanding.  Students wishing to pursue a career in human or veterinary medicine should consider
this elective. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology
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SOCIAL STUDIES

The mission of the Social Studies Department is for students to learn essential concepts, content, and skills so
that they might develop a better understanding of themselves and their own culture, other individuals, other
cultures of the world, and past events and movements that illuminate and affect the present and future.

The core program has been carefully constructed to present courses that are sequential in content and skill
levels. Students in grade 9 through 12 are expected to complete a minimum of three years (six semesters) of
social studies courses for graduation. In addition, there is a rich elective program. Social Studies Course
Offering Sequence

Course # 1617 - World Studies Full Year
This 9th grade course is the first year of a two-year World Studies experience. Students will be introduced to the
world’s regions and civilizations as interconnected entities and to world history as a topic worthy of study in its
own right. Major developments in the human experience are highlighted by examining the various economic,
social, and political systems through which human beings have organized themselves and the different sets of
ideas through which they have understood themselves and their world. The underlying purpose of the course is
to deepen students’ understanding of the events and forces that have shaped world societies in the Western and
non-Western world. (HUM)

Course # 1623 - Modern World Studies Full Year
This 10th grade course is the second year of the two-year World Studies experience. This course begins with
the rise of nation-states, with an emphasis on the modern developments that shaped the contemporary world in
which we live. The course includes concepts dealing with nationalism, revolution, technology, ideologies,
genocide, and the interdependence of the world today. This course features lectures, group discussions, debates,
persuasive writing assignments, individual research projects as well as student oral presentations. (HUM)

Course # 1621 - Modern World Studies – Honors Full Year
This 10th grade course is the second year of the two-year World Studies experience. This course begins with
the rise of the nation-state in nineteenth century Europe, with an emphasis on the world conflicts that shaped the
world that we live in today. The course includes concepts dealing with nationalism, revolution, technology,
ideologies, genocide, and the interdependence of the world today. The emphasis in this course is on learning
factual information and utilizing it in order to develop an understanding of the causes and consequences of the
major events that have had a significant impact upon the development of world civilization. Continued
emphasis on inquiry-based learning is highly valued as well. Additionally, essays, debates, and discussions
require the student to evaluate many of the decisions made by governments and societies during this time
period. Sophisticated readings and background lectures will add to the course’s depth. (HUM)

Prerequisites: Completion of World Studies, Teacher recommendation; Grade of A- or better in preceding social
studies course

Course # 1638 - American Studies: American Experience Full Year
(Graduation Requirement)
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American Studies is a course that encompasses the social, political, and economic history of the United States
from the Civil War period through the early 21st century. The purpose of this course is not only to inform
students on the modern history of the US, but also to engage students in the historical inquiry process.
Throughout this course, students will analyze a variety of primary and secondary sources, including non-textual
materials, in order to develop and defend various positions. Students will participate in evidence-based
discussions on salient American historical themes, including identity, culture, conflict, and cooperation. Each
student will demonstrate their proficiency in critical thinking by developing an inquiry question, conducting
research, and writing a thesis-driven history paper. (HUM)

Course # 1639 - AP United States History – Honors Full Year
(Fulfills Graduation Requirement)
The AP US History course focuses on developing students’ understanding of American history from
approximately 1491 to the present. Students investigate the content of US history for significant events,
individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods, and develop and use the same thinking
skills and methods employed by historians when they study the past. The course also provides seven themes,
such as American and national identity, migration and settlement, and politics and power that students explore
throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and
places. (HUM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Modern World Studies or Modern World Studies Honors; Teacher
recommendation; A- or better in preceding social studies course or C or better in preceding honors course.

Course # 1648 - American Government Semester
(Graduation Requirement)
After briefly tracing the origins of political institutions, this course undertakes a thorough study of these
institutions in the context of the US’ political traditions. It critically examines the three branches of government
as set up by the Constitution, and their functions in today’s world. Critical judgments about our political
assumptions and institutions will be encouraged, and ample opportunity will be provided for students to
exercise analytical skills on both political and philosophical questions. Case studies will be used in order to
enhance this critical analysis. This course is one semester in duration and is open to all sophomores, juniors, and
seniors. Passing this course or AP American Government is required for graduation in accordance with the State
of Connecticut civics requirement. (HUM)

Prerequisite: Completion of two Social Studies courses or Curriculum Instructional Leader approval

Course # 1657 - AP US Government & Politics Full Year
(Fulfills Graduation Requirement)
AP United States Government and Politics introduces students to key political ideas, institutions, policies,
interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the political culture of the United States. The course
examines politically significant concepts and themes, through which students learn to apply disciplinary
reasoning, assess causes and consequences of political events, and interpret data to develop evidence-based
arguments. (HUM)

Prerequisites: Completion of a minimum of two social studies courses; Teacher recommendation; A- or better in
preceding social studies course or C or better in preceding honors course.
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Course # 1662 - Facing History and Ourselves Semester
(not offered in 2023-24, will be offered in 2024-25)

This elective course provides an interdisciplinary approach to citizenship education. The course connects
history to the moral questions students must confront in their own lives--particularly those related to identity,
ethics, power, responsibility and conformity. By holding up "the tarnished mirror of history," students explore
the past, and investigate the ever-present forces that threaten democracy and society. The central case study we
explore is the Holocaust; however, current events, 9/11, and the eugenics movement are also explored. The
central focus of the course is the way identity shapes the choices we make and therefore how identity shapes
history.  Class discussion and reflection papers are the primary means of assessment. (HUM)

Prerequisite: Completion of one Social Studies course

Course # 1664 - Introduction to Sociology Semester
Sociology is a semester-long elective in which students learn about the structure, function and behavior of
human society, with a special emphasis on the interaction between society and its members. Topics of study
include social institutions, trends in urbanization, marriage and the family, political affiliation, and crime and
deviance in America. Social issues and topics are explored and analyzed using census and geographic data.
Map work and discussions are exclusively done in class, and positive participation is important for a successful
student experience. (HUM)

Prerequisite: Completion of one Social Studies course

Course # 1667 - AP Human Geography – Honors Full Year
This course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human
understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis
to examine socio economic organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn about the
methods and tools geographers use in their research and applications. Throughout this yearlong course,
students will learn about patterns and processes related to: Population and Migration, Culture, Politics,
Agriculture and Rural Land-Use, Cities and Urban Land-Use, and Industrial and Economic Development.
(HUM)

Prerequisites: Completion of a minimum of two social studies courses; Teacher recommendation; A- or better in
preceding social studies course or C or better in preceding honors course.

Course # 1652 - Introduction to Psychology Semester
Introduction to Psychology is a course intended to expose students to the field of psychology. Students gain a
better understanding of why people behave the way they do. Students become acquainted with the breadth of
the field and obtain practical, useful information, as well as a wealth of knowledge that will hopefully excite
their curiosity and increase their understanding of people’s behavior. This is a semester course that exposes the
students to psychology and its methods, developmental psychology, cognitive psychology and abnormal
psychology. Activities include reading and analyzing psychological experiments and findings, learning how to
conduct psychological research, viewing films, and class discussion. (HUM, STEM)

Prerequisite: Completion of one Social Studies course

Course # 2853 - AP Psychology – Honors Full Year
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This course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental processes.
While considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, students explore and apply
psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with such topics as the biological bases of
behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and
individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. Throughout the course, students
employ psychological research methods, including ethical considerations, as they use the scientific method,
analyze bias, evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively communicate ideas. (HUM, STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of a minimum of two social studies courses; Teacher recommendation; A- or better in
preceding social studies course or C or better in preceding honors course.

Course # 1618 - Introduction to Economics Semester
This semester course provides students with a conceptual framework for understanding the principles of
economics. Students study both microeconomics and macroeconomics.  Units include supply and demand,
marginal analysis, market structures,
entrepreneurship, measurement of economic performances, national income, and economic growth and
productivity. Students also develop an understanding of how politics, international relations, and daily life are
affected by economic factors. (HUM, STEM)

Prerequisite:  Completion of one Social Studies course

Course # 1619 - AP Economics (Micro) – Honors First Semester
AP Microeconomics is a semester course designed to give students a thorough understanding of the principles
of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within
the economic system. It places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets, and includes
the study of factor markets and of the role of the government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the
economy. (HUM, STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of a minimum of two social studies courses; Teacher recommendation; A- or better in
preceding social studies course or C or better in preceding honors course.

Course #1620 - AP Economics (Macro) – Honors Second Semester
AP Macroeconomics is a semester course designed to give students a thorough understanding of the principles
of economics that apply to the behavior of the economy as a whole. It deals with booms and recessions, the
economy’s total output of goods and services and the growth of output, the rates of inflation and unemployment,
the balance of payments and exchange rates. In brief, Macroeconomics deals with the major economic
concerns, and remedies which are instituted by governments and central banks. (HUM, STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of AP Economics (Micro); Teacher recommendation.

Course #1640  - American Tapestry: Multiculturalism in the U.S. Semester
(offered in 2023-24, will not be offered in 2024-25)

This semester-long course will examine the concept of “identity,” with specific emphasis on ethnic and racial
identity in America over the last 50 years. It will focus on contemporary issues unique to African Americans,
Black Americans, Latino Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific
Islanders (AANHPI). In addition to the social, political, and economic implications of race and ethnicity, this
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course will include an examination of gender, gender identity, and sexual orientation as an influencer of identity
in modern America. Students will analyze American identities through multiple perspectives drawn from
history, geography, sociology, psychology, art, music, and literature. (HUM)

Prerequisite: Completion of one Social Studies course

Course # 4901 - African American/Black and Latino/Puerto Rican Studies Full Year
This course is an opportunity for students to explore accomplishments, struggles, intersections, perspectives,
and collaborations of African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino people in the U.S. Students will
examine how historical movements, legislation, and wars affected the citizenship rights of these groups and how
they, both separately and together, worked to build U.S. cultural and economic wealth and create more just
societies in local, national, and international contexts. Coursework will provide students with tools to identify
historic and contemporary tensions around race and difference; map economic and racial disparities over time;
strengthen their own identity development; and address bias in their communities. This course was developed by
a CT state-appointed panel and approved by the State of CT BOE in December 2020. (HUM)

Prerequisite: Open to juniors and seniors

TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING

The mission of WHS Technology & Engineering courses is to develop students’ abilities to use, manage, assess,
understand, and create technology.  Technology & Engineering education prepares students to become lifelong
contributing members of our society who comprehend the impact of technology and use it to improve the
quality of life for all people.  Courses in this area incorporate collaborative, application-oriented, activity-based
strategies used to develop students’ creative thinking skills while solving real-world problems.  Students
develop a proficiency in basic technical skills and cultivate an appreciation for the benefits and challenges of a
global technological society. Technology & Engineering Course Offering Sequence

Course # 2625 - Introduction to Engineering Design (Project Lead the Way, PLTW)
Grades 9-12 Full Year
In this course, students are immersed into the engineering design process, applying math, science, and
engineering standards to hands-on projects. They work both individually and in teams to design solutions to a
variety of problems using 3-D modeling software and use an engineering notebook to document their work.
Through both individual and collaborative team activities, projects, and problems, students apply systems
thinking and consider various aspects of engineering design including human-centered design, assemblability,
and reverse engineering. Students develop skills in technical representation and documentation.  As part of the
design process, students produce 3D-printed engineering prototypes. Students work to develop testing protocols
that will drive decision-making and iterative design improvements. The transportable skills practiced in this
course—such as communication, collaboration, and process thinking—can be applied to future courses and
even a student’s future career.

Upon completion of the course, students will take the national PLTW End of Course exam. Eligibility for
college credit (3 transcripted credits) from the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) will depend on the
student's PLTW exam score along with their year-long grade in the course. Details about earning college credit
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will be communicated to students enrolled in the course. This course is recommended for students interested in
pursuing engineering or related STEM fields at the college level. (STEM)

Course # (TBD) - Introduction to Engineering Design - Honors (Project Lead the Way)
Grades 9-12 Full Year
In this course, students apply the engineering design process, using math, science, and engineering standards to
identify and design mechanical solutions to a variety of real problems. They work to develop and document
design solutions using engineering notebooks and 3D modeling software. Through both individual and
collaborative team activities, projects, and problems, students apply systems thinking and consider various
aspects of engineering design including material selection, human-centered design, manufacturability, reverse
engineering, assemblability and sustainability. Students develop skills in technical representation and
documentation. Engineering notebooks as well as other technical documents will be regularly assessed for
organization, quality, and depth of knowledge in responses.  As part of the design process, students produce
precise 3D-printed engineering prototypes using an additive manufacturing process. Student-developed testing
protocols drive decision-making and iterative design improvements and use mathematical models to analyze
designs. The transportable skills practiced in this course—such as communication, collaboration, and process
thinking—can be applied to future courses and even a student’s future career.

Upon completion of the course, students will take the national PLTW End of Course exam.  Eligibility for
college credit from either the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) or The University of New Haven (UNH)
will depend on their PLTW exam score along with their year long grade in the course.  Details about earning
college credit will be communicated to students and parents enrolled in the course.  This course is
recommended for students interested in pursuing engineering or related STEM fields at the college level.
(STEM)

Course # 2628 - Principles of Engineering (PLTW)
Grades 10-12 Full Year
This course explores a wide variety of engineering and engineering technology disciplines. Through problems
that engage and challenge, students explore a broad range of engineering topics, including mechanisms, the
strength of materials and structures, automation, and kinematics. The course applies and concurrently develops
secondary level knowledge and skills in mathematics, science, and technology. Students continue to develop
skills in problem solving, research, and design while learning strategies for communicating their solutions to
their peers and members of the professional community. POE also allows students to develop strategies to
enable and direct their own learning.

Upon completion of the course, students will take the national PLTW End of Course exam. Eligibility for
college credit (3 transcripted credits) from the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) will depend on the
student's PLTW exam score along with their year-long grade in the course. Details about earning college credit
will be communicated to students enrolled in the course. This course is recommended for students interested in
pursuing engineering or related STEM fields at the college level. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 OR Accelerated Algebra & Geometry.

Course # TECH2631 – Principles of Engineering - Honors (PLTW)
Grades 10-12 Full Year
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This course explores a wide variety of engineering and engineering technology disciplines. Through problems
that engage and challenge, students explore a broad range of engineering topics, including mechanisms, the
strength of materials and structures, automation, and kinematics. The course applies and concurrently develops
secondary level knowledge and skills in mathematics, science, and technology. Students continue to develop
skills in problem solving, research, and design while learning strategies for communicating their solutions to
their peers and members of the professional community. POE also allows students to develop strategies to
enable and direct their own learning.

Honors level students will be expected to complete additional extension activities to demonstrate innovative
thinking. These activities may be independent or require collaboration and demonstration of resilience when
working through given problems before solutions are clearly and concisely presented.

Upon completion of the course, students will take the national PLTW End of Course exam. Eligibility for
college credit (3 transcripted credits) from the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) will depend on the
student's PLTW exam score along with their year-long grade in the course. Details about earning college credit
will be communicated to students and parents enrolled in the course. This course is recommended for students
interested in pursuing engineering or related STEM fields at the college level. (STEM)

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 OR Accelerated Algebra & Geometry.
Course # 2629 - Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW)
Grades 11-12 Full Year
Engineering and Architecture is a specialization course in the PLTW Engineering Program. Students learn the
fundamentals of building design, site design, and development. They apply math, science, and standard
engineering practices to design both residential and commercial projects and document their work using 3D
architectural design software. Students will progress from completing structured activities to solving
open-ended projects and problems that require them to develop planning, documentation, communication, and
other professional skills. Through both individual and collaborative team activities, projects, and problems,
students will solve problems as they practice common design and development protocols such as project
management and peer review. Students will develop skill in engineering calculations, technical representation
and documentation of design solutions according to accepted technical standards, and use of current 3D
architectural design and modeling software to represent and communicate solutions.

Upon completion of the course, students will take the national PLTW End of Course exam. Eligibility for
college credit (3 transcripted credits) from the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) will depend on the
student's PLTW exam score along with their year-long grade in the course. Details about earning college credit
will be communicated to students enrolled in the course. This course is recommended for students interested in
pursuing engineering or related STEM fields at the college level. (STEM, HUM, VPA)

Prerequisites: Principles of Engineering OR Teacher Recommendation.  Completion of Geometry.

Course # TECH2630 – Civil Engineering and Architecture - Honors (PLTW)
Grades 11-12 Full Year
Civil Engineering and Architecture is a specialization course in the PLTW Engineering Program. Students learn
the fundamentals of building design, site design, and development. They apply math, science, and standard
engineering practices to design both residential and commercial projects and document their work using 3D
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architectural design software. Students will progress from completing structured activities to solving open
ended projects and problems that require them to develop planning, documentation, communication, and other
professional skills. Through both individual and collaborative team activities, projects, and problems, students
will solve problems as they practice common design and development protocols such as project management
and peer review. Students will develop skill in engineering calculations, technical representation and
documentation of design solutions according to accepted technical standards, and use of current 3D
architectural design and modeling software to represent and communicate solutions.

Honors students will be expected to utilize resources and demonstrate resilience when working through given
problems, clearly and concisely presenting solutions, as well as understanding when and how to apply
computational skills. Additionally, group collaboration and individual extension activities will give honors
students the opportunity to demonstrate innovative thinking, leadership, and team working skills at a high level.

Upon completion of the course, students will take the national PLTW End of Course exam. Eligibility for
college credit (3 transcripted credits) from the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) will depend on the
student's PLTW exam score along with their year-long grade in the course. Details about earning college credit
will be communicated to students enrolled in the course. This course is recommended for students interested in
pursuing engineering or related STEM fields at the college level. (STEM, HUM, VPA)

Prerequisites: Principles of Engineering OR Teacher Recommendation, Completion of Geometry.

CODING

The four-course computer coding sequence is designed to be taken in succession; however, students who
demonstrate coding experience may have the opportunity to bypass the introductory course.

Course # 2802 - Introduction to Computer Coding Semester
This course is an introduction to computer coding using the Python language. Python is one of the most popular
programming languages worldwide. The ability to code is becoming increasingly more valuable for future job
prospects. After taking this course you will be able to write simple codes in Python including basic games. The
computing environment will be heavily interactive with a “learn as you go” methodology. (STEM)

Course # 2808 - Computer Coding 2 Semester
This course is a continuation of the Introduction to Coding using the Python language. It will build on the
concepts of coding from semester one (algorithm and program design, data structures, flow of control, working
with strings, and functions). Semester two will emphasize object oriented programming and class development,
expounding on inheritance and polymorphism. Topics will also include advanced modules, functions, exception
handling, and file I/O. A capstone programming project employing these skills will be applied in a GUI
environment. (STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Introduction to Computer Coding or departmental approval

Course # 1024 – AP Computer Science A - Honors Full Year
(not offered in 2023-24, will be offered in 2024-25)

AP Computer Science A introduces students to computer science using the Java programming language.
Fundamental topics include problem solving, design strategies and methodologies, organization of data (data
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structures), approaches to processing data (algorithms), analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and social
implications of computing. This course is compatible with a college level computer science course, and
successful completion of the AP exam could lead to college placement and credit . (STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Computer Coding 2 with a B+ or better or departmental approval; Completion of
Algebra 1 with a B+ or better

Course # MA1024 -- AP Computer Science Principles - Honors Full Year
(offered in 2023-24, will not be offered in 2024-25)

AP Computer Science Principles is designed to be equivalent to a first semester introductory college computing
course. In this course, students will develop computational thinking skills vital for success across all disciplines,
such as using computational tools to analyze and study data and working with large data to analyze, visualize
and draw conclusions from trends. The course engages students in the creative aspects of the field by allowing
them to develop computational artifacts based on their interests. Students will also develop effective
communication and collaboration skills by working individually and collaboratively to solve problems, and will
discuss and write about the impacts these solutions could have on their community, society, and the world.
(STEM)

Prerequisites: Completion of Introduction to Computer Coding with a B+ or better or departmental approval;
Completion of Algebra 1 with a B+ or better

WORLD LANGUAGE

The mission of the World Language Department is to foster communication and cultural understanding of the
products, practices, and perspectives of the target languages and cultures in order to participate successfully as
citizens in the global society. Courses are offered in the following languages:  French, Spanish, Chinese, and
Latin.  Instruction is designed to develop language proficiency in the three modes of communication:
interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational, while engaged in thematic units that promote cultural awareness.
Modern language classes are conducted primarily in the target language at all levels.  A state of the art language
laboratory offers students increased opportunities for cultural and linguistic exposure and reinforcement of
communicative skills. World Language Course Offering Sequence

Students completing a full sequence in any one language should possess the following competencies according
to National and State Foreign Language Standards:

● Communication: communicate effectively in more than one language in order to function in a variety of
situations and for multiple purposes

● Cultures: interact with cultural competence and understanding
● Connections: connect with other disciplines and acquire information and diverse perspectives in order to

use the language to function in academic and career-related situations
● Comparisons: develop insight into the nature of language and culture in order to interact with cultural

competence
● Communities: communicate and interact with cultural competence in order to participate in multilingual

communities at home and around the world.
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SEAL OF BILITERACY

Weston High School offers the CT Seal of Biliteracy, which was established by the Connecticut State
Department of Education to recognize public high school graduates who have attained a high level of
proficiency in English and one or more languages. The Seal of Biliteracy will be affixed to the school diploma
and transcript, and provides immediate recognition of a critical twenty-first century language and
communication skill. This award is given in recognition of students who have studied and attained proficiency
in English and one or more other languages by high school graduation. The Seal of Biliteracy recognizes the
value of students’ academic efforts, the tangible benefits of being bilingual and biliterate and prepares students
to be 21st century global citizens in a multicultural, multilingual world. The Seal of Biliteracy acknowledges that
mastery of two or more languages is a valuable asset for both individuals and their communities. Also, the Seal
of Biliteracy provides recognition to English learners (ELs) for the great value of developing English and
maintaining their primary language.

There are different pathways to the Seal of Biliteracy located at this link:

In order to determine eligibility for the Seal of Biliteracy, Weston High School uses the AAPPL (ACTFL
Assessment of Performance toward Proficiency in Languages) Assessment, which will be administered in Latin
3/3H, French 4/4H, and Spanish 5/5H. Students will need a minimum of I3 in all three domains of the
assessment (Interpersonal Listening and Speaking, Presentational Writing, and Interpretive Reading and
Listening) according to World Languages National and State Standards. Latin students will take the ALIRA
(ACTFL Latin Interpretive Reading Assessment) Assessment, and they will also need a minimum score of I3.

Weston High School will also accept other assessment scores as outlined in the SDE website above (e.g. AP
scores). Weston High School students who are not currently enrolled in a WL course at the school but wish to
be assessed for eligibility must contact the CIL, Ms. Fernandes.

FRENCH COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Course # 1211 - French 1 (when offered*)                                                  Full Year
In this introductory course, students learn to communicate in the new language with an emphasis on practical
situations. Using authentic resources, students develop skills in listening comprehension and speaking.
Vocabulary, conversation practice, and culture are reinforced by the use of authentic audiovisual sources.
Practice is continued at home through the use of the on-line component of the textbook and other authentic
resources. (HUM, WL)

Course # 1221 - French 2 Full Year
This course continues the development of the four skill areas: speaking, reading, writing and listening, while
expanding cultural studies to more francophone areas. Students learn to narrate stories using a variety of verb
tenses, and begin to be able to compose longer written products. Vocabulary, conversation practice, and culture
are reinforced by the use of authentic audiovisual sources. Students in this course will participate in the Grand
Concours French contest in February. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisites: Prerequisite: French 1 or 8th grade French; Grade of C in French 1 or 8th grade French is
recommended.
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Course # 1231 - French 3 Full Year
This course stresses constant communication in the target language while students engage in cultural, thematic
units. Class activities emphasize the creative use of new structures and vocabulary. Students continue to
develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing by accessing authentic sources. There is
increased emphasis on spontaneous creation of language, emphasizing use of new learning. Pre-AP strategies
are reinforced with an emphasis on cultural comparisons, interactive writing and speaking, and presentation
skills. Students will participate in the Grand Concours French contest in February. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisites: French 2; Grade of C in French 2 is recommended.

Course # 1243 - French 4 Full Year
This course provides ample opportunities for writing, speaking, and listening in French. Listening
comprehension is emphasized through authentic news and video sources that offer topics of interest for
students, as well as textbook based activities targeting new learning. Emphasis on oral communication and
vocabulary acquisition helps further develop with speaking. Grammar from previous years is reviewed in the
context of cultural conversations and thematic exploration. Students are expected to be able to express basic
classroom needs and communicate in the target language. This class is designed for students who would like to
continue their study of French but do not plan to continue to the AP level. Students in this course may
participate in the Grand Concours French contest in February. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisites: French 3; Grade of C in French 3 is recommended.
Course # 1241 - French 4 – Honors Full Year
This course provides ample opportunities for writing, speaking, and listening in French. Listening
comprehension is emphasized through authentic news and video sources that offer topics of interest for
students. Classes are conducted almost exclusively in French, and students are expected to be able to participate
in the target language and comprehend classroom instructions. Culture is taught through units based on
language capacities, incorporating review of past grammar, and instruction of new, more nuanced structures.
This course offers many pre-AP strategies, and it is expected that most students will continue the AP Level the
following year. Students who take this class should have a strong interest and foundation skills in the language.
They must also demonstrate willingness and desire to be active learners of French, both in and outside the
classroom.  Students will participate in the Grand Concours French contest in February. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisites: French 3; teacher recommendation; Grade of A- in French 3

Course # 1250 - French 5 Full Year
This course is designed for students who have chosen to continue their advanced studies in French, but do not
wish to take the AP exam. Classes are conducted almost entirely in French, and students are expected to be able
to participate in the target language and comprehend classroom instructions. The course allows students to
develop their fluency through listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. Various media are used,
including authentic French films, documentaries and news broadcasts. Students in this course may have the
option to participate in the Grand Concours French contest in February. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisites: French 4; teacher recommendation; Grade of C in French 4
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Course # 1251 - AP French 5 – Honors Full Year
This course is intended for highly motivated language students who have demonstrated a high level of
competence in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. AP level students are those who wish to reach a
higher level of fluency, and are willing to engage in high challenge activities. Classroom activities are centered
around thematic and cultural units, with an emphasis on cultural comparison and authentic self-expression. The
class is conducted almost exclusively in French; therefore, an intermediate high level of oral communication is
desired. Students are expected to take the corresponding national Advanced Placement exam given in May, as
well as the Grand Concours French contest in February. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisites: French 4; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in French 4 Honors or grade of A- in
French 4

MANDARIN COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Course # 1270 - Mandarin Chinese 1                                                                 Full Year
In this beginning course, students are introduced to Mandarin Chinese. They participate in simple
conversations, comprehend short passages, both spoken and written, and write sentences using elementary
Chinese characters based on a variety of everyday topics.  Vocabulary, conversation practice and cultural
awareness are reinforced by the use of authentic materials in a multimedia format. (HUM, WL)

Course # 1273 - Mandarin Chinese 2                                                                 Full Year
This course, a continuation of the first year study of Mandarin Chinese 1, reinforces previously learned
language skills. There is continued emphasis on oral expression and greater development of basic reading and
writing skills. Solid communication skills are stressed through dialogues and conversations in Mandarin
Chinese.  Students are expected to engage in discussion on everyday topics and write short passages using basic
Chinese grammar structures. Chinese culture and customs are incorporated throughout the course. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese 1; Grade of C in Mandarin Chinese 1 recommended

Course # 1274 - Mandarin Chinese 3                                                                 Full Year
This lower intermediate level course is designed for students who have mastered basic modern Mandarin
Chinese in reading and writing either by the use of pinyin or Chinese characters and who are able to
communicate orally on familiar daily topics. This course concentrates on consolidating grammar and expanding
vocabulary, seeking to further develop integrated skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking on a variety
of topics and in different scenarios. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese 2; Grade of C in Mandarin Chinese 2 recommended

Course # 1275 - Mandarin Chinese 3 – Honors                                                Full Year
This lower intermediate level honors course is designed for students who have mastered basic modern Mandarin
Chinese in reading and writing by using only Chinese characters and who are able to communicate orally on
familiar daily topics. This course concentrates on consolidating grammar and expanding vocabulary, seeking to
further develop integrated skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking at the intermediate level on a
variety of topics and in different scenarios. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese 2; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of A- in Mandarin Chinese 2
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Course # 1276 - Mandarin Chinese 4                                                                 Full Year
This upper level intermediate course is designed to further develop students’ integrated skills of modern
Chinese language so that they are able to communicate appropriately and accurately in authentic
scenarios. Complex conversational skills are emphasized with greater exposure to authentic Chinese spoken and
written materials. Topics include: Chinese housing, social engagement, sports, Chinese major cities and culture
highlights, traveling, and Chinese cuisine. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese 3; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Mandarin Chinese 3

Course # 1277 - Mandarin Chinese 4 – Honors                                             Full Year
This upper level intermediate honors course is designed to further develop students’ integrated skills of modern
Chinese language so that they are able to communicate appropriately and accurately in authentic
scenarios. Complex conversational skills are emphasized with greater exposure to authentic Chinese spoken and
written materials. Topics include: Chinese housing, social engagement, sports, Chinese major cities and culture
highlights, traveling, and Chinese cuisine.  Students are expected to communicate exclusively in Mandarin
Chinese and complete presentations, group work, listening and speaking activities in the target language.
(HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese 3; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Mandarin Chinese 3
Honors or grade of A- in Mandarin Chinese 3

SPANISH COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Course # 1213 - Spanish 1 Full Year
In this introductory course, students learn to communicate in the new language with an emphasis on practical
situations. Using authentic resources, students develop skills in listening comprehension and speaking.
Vocabulary, conversation practice, and culture are reinforced by the use of authentic audiovisual sources.
Practice is continued at home through the use of the online component of the textbook, as well as through the
use of authentic language activities. (HUM, WL)

Course # 1223 - Spanish 2 Full Year
This course continues the development of the four skill areas: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. There is
a continued emphasis on oral expression and greater development of reading and writing skills. Vocabulary,
conversation practice, and culture are reinforced by the use of authentic audiovisual resources. Practice is
continued at home through the use of the online component of the textbook, as well as through the use of
authentic language websites and activities online. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 1; Grade of C in Spanish 1 or 8th grade Spanish recommended

Course # 1233 - Spanish 3 Full Year
This course stresses constant communication in the target language. Learning activities emphasize the creative
use of new structure and vocabulary in meaningful contexts. Students continue to develop their skills in
listening, speaking, reading and writing while exploring their own culture and Hispanic cultures. A variety of
cultural aspects are studied through short authentic readings and narratives, as well as continued use of
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authentic websites and online activities. Practice in all of the language skills is reinforced through the use of an
online textbook and online resources. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 2; Grade of C in Spanish 2 or B in 8th grade Spanish recommended

Course # 1247 - Spanish 4 Full Year
This course concentrates on the further development of the four skill areas: listening, reading, speaking and
writing. There is a special focus on the ability to use vocabulary and idiomatic expressions in order to
communicate ideas with increasing ease and confidence. Students become more culturally aware of the
products, practices, and perspectives in Spanish speaking countries through a variety of authentic sources and
by engaging in research projects. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 3; Grade of C in Spanish 3 recommended

Course # 1249 - Spanish 4 – Honors Full Year
This course provides ample opportunities for students to work toward increased proficiency in all of the
language skills through reading and discussion of literature, films and current events. Students read and analyze
authentic Hispanic literature and nonfiction texts. Free expression is encouraged, in both oral and written
activities, and through discussions and compositions. The course includes a fast paced review of language
structures and introduction of more advanced grammar and syntax, as well as greatly expanded vocabulary.
Listening comprehension practice is continued in class and at home through the use of authentic websites,
online activities and the online textbook. Through all the learning activities students will develop a deeper
understanding of the products and practices of Hispanic countries. Students will participate in the National
Spanish Exam contest in April. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 3; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of A- in Spanish 3

Course # 1257 - Spanish 5 Full Year
This course concentrates on developing a general increased proficiency in speaking, listening, writing, and
reading. Speaking is emphasized in formal class discussions as well as informal group activities. Films are used
to enhance listening comprehension and speaking skills. Practice in all of the language skills is reinforced
through the use of an online textbook and online resources. Students will deepen their understanding of the
products, practices, and perspectives of Hispanic countries while engaged in high interest thematic units and
projects. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 4; Grade of C in Spanish 4 recommended

Course # 1253 - Spanish 5 – Honors Full Year
This course concentrates on achieving a higher proficiency level in speaking, listening, writing, and reading
while engaged in high interest thematic units of study. Speaking is emphasized in formal and informal class
discussions and lab activities in order to improve presentational and interpersonal communication skills.
Practice in all of the language skills is reinforced through the use of an online textbook and online resources.
Students will continue to read literary pieces of some of the greatest Hispanic authors. Students will also deepen
their understanding of the products, practices, and perspectives of Hispanic countries through a variety of
sources and by engaging in research projects.
Students will participate in the National Spanish Exam contest in April. (HUM, WL)

53



Prerequisite: Spanish 4; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Spanish 4 Honors or grade of A- in
Spanish 4

Course # 1262 - Spanish 6 Full Year
This course is designed for those students who would like to increase their proficiency in the Spanish language
and culture but do not wish to engage in Advanced Placement exam preparation. Students will engage in
discussions on a variety of topics organized in thematic units that will allow them to refine their skills in
reading, listening, speaking, and writing, while continuing to deepen their understanding of the products,
practices, and perspectives of Hispanic countries. Students will engage in a wide range of communicative
activities utilizing print and audio materials from a variety of authentic sources and an online textbook. (HUM,
WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 5; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Spanish 5

Course # 1269 - Spanish 6 - Honors Full Year
This course is designed for those students who would like to increase their proficiency in the Spanish language
and culture but do not wish to engage in Advanced Placement exam preparation. Students will engage in
discussions on a variety of topics organized in thematic units that will allow them to refine their skills in
reading, listening, speaking, and writing, while continuing to deepen their understanding of the products,
practices, and perspectives of Hispanic countries. In addition, students will continue to read and analyze literary
pieces of some of the greatest Hispanic authors. Students will engage in a wide range of communicative
activities utilizing print and audio materials from a variety of authentic sources and an online textbook. (HUM,
WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 5; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Spanish 5 Honors or grade of A- in
Spanish 5

Course # 1263 - AP Spanish 6 – Honors Full Year
This course is intended for motivated students who have demonstrated a high level of proficiency in listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills and wish to prepare for the Advanced Placement exam administered in
May. Classroom activities consist of oral presentations, discussions, writing assignments, reading of current
events, debates, and oral and written presentations. Students make use of the language lab on a regular basis in
order to prepare for the exam. All learning activities revolve around six major themes that aim at deepening
students’ understanding of the products, practices, and perspectives of Hispanic countries as well as global
issues. Students are expected to take the AP Spanish Language and Culture exam and will participate in the
National Spanish Exam contest in April. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Spanish 5; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Spanish 5 Honors or grade of A- in
Spanish 5

LATIN COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Course # 1215 - Latin 1 Full Year
In this introductory course students acquire a basic knowledge of pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar of
Latin. Emphasis is placed on comprehension of the written and spoken word through Latin readings and short
dialogues. Culture studies relate to the readings in the text with an emphasis on everyday life and history of
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Romans. Students are encouraged to build their English vocabularies through the study of derivatives based on
the Latin vocabularies. (HUM, WL)

Course # 1225 - Latin 2 Full Year
This course continues to develop students’ knowledge of pronunciation, vocabulary of Latin. Emphasis is
placed on the appreciation of Roman history and culture through more advanced Latin readings and dialogues.
Grammar studied includes the passive voice, participles and advanced grammatical constructions. English
vocabulary building through Latin vocabulary continues to be stressed. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Latin 1; Grade of C in Latin 1 is recommended

Course # 1235 - Latin 3 Full Year
This course is designed to teach the comprehension of the Latin language for reading purposes using literature
from the earliest drama to late Latin. Students continue their grammatical skills with the study of the
subjunctive mood. Specifically, students read works from Ovid, Catullus, Martial, Vergil, and Caesar among
others. There is an emphasis on the appreciation of literacy and technical devices of those authors as well as the
history of times in which they wrote. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Latin 2; Grade of C in Latin 2 is recommended

Course # WL353 - Latin 3 – Honors Full Year
This course is designed to teach the comprehension of the Latin language for reading purposes using literature
from the earliest drama to late Latin, in preparation for completing the sequence of the AP Latin 4 course.
Specifically, students read works from Horace, Vergil, Ovid, Catullus, Cesar, and Cicero (with emphasis placed
on Cesar and Vergil) among others. There is an emphasis on the appreciation of literacy and technical devices
of those authors as well as the history of times in which they wrote. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Latin 2; Teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of A- in Latin 2

Course # WL453 - Latin 4 Full Year
This course is designed for students to continue to develop their skills in Latin translation.  Students will
translate passages from Caesar’s De bello Gallico and Vergil’s Aeneid along with conversational passages with
an emphasis on daily life to develop an understanding of the political, historical, literary, and cultural
background of that time.  Students will be given the tools to read Latin prose and poetry aloud and with
comprehension and appreciation. (HUM, WL)

Prerequisite: Latin 3; Teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Latin 3

Course # WL463 - AP Latin 4 – Honors Full Year
This course is designed for students who have demonstrated a high level of competence in translation. Students
will translate passages from Caesar’s De bello Gallico and Vergil’s Aeneid to develop an understanding of the
political, historical, literary, and cultural background of those times. Students will be given the tools to read
Latin prose and poetry with accurate comprehension and appreciation. Students are expected to take the
corresponding national Advanced Placement exam given in May. (HUM, WL)
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Prerequisite: Latin 3; teacher recommendation; Maintain grade of C in Latin 3 Honors or grade of A- in Latin
3

SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM

The School Counseling Program at WHS is both comprehensive and developmental. Each student has an
individualized Student Success Plan which is designed to assist them in all areas necessary for post-secondary
success. The Student Success Plan is a collection of programs and services that address academic,
personal/social, and career topics for students in grades 9-12. Each grade level has been assigned an essential
question that relates to their programming. It also incorporates essential 21st Century Skills. Scheduled seminar
groups provide the means to address student and parent concerns related to orientation to the high school,
academic awareness, self-awareness, career exploration, decision making for post high school plans, and the
mechanics of college and job searches. Participation of students is required in Grade 9 Orientation, Sophomore
Exploration, and College and Future Planning Seminar. Personal interests, career awareness, and self-
awareness exploration activities are available on an individual basis beginning in sophomore year. Specific
career and/or college related planning is provided through intensive individual and family counseling
conferences. Ongoing personal guidance for students is available for students in need. The overall aim is to help
students move through high school with proper assistance and support in order to achieve greater success in the
fulfillment of their high school goals and post high school plans.

The sections below describe the Student Success Plan components by grade level.

Guaranteed experiences that incorporate 21st Century Skills into the academic (A), personal/social (P/S), and
career (C) domains.

Grade 9 - What now?

Freshman Orientation A, P/S
Positive School Climate Presentation P/S
Introduction to College & Career Center C
Individual Meetings with Counselors A, P/S, C
Course Selection/ Credit Checks/ Create Academic Plan A
Introduction to Naviance A, C
Gameplan Survey A, C
PACT A, P/S

Grade 10 - Who am I?

Resume Builder P/S, C
“Do What You Are” Interest Inventory P/S, C
Career Interest Profiler C
Career Assembly C
College and Career Center Resources C
Testing Information & Calendar A
PSAT A
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Individual Meetings with Counselors A, P/S, C
Course Selection/ Credit Checks/ Review Academic Plan A
PACT A, P/S

Optional Programs:
College Admissions Panel
Financial Aid Night Presentation

Grade 11 - How to be in the moment?

Junior Seminar A, P/S, C
Junior Questionnaire A, P/S, C
My Game Plan A, P/S, C
Resume A, C
Career Interest Profiler C
College Visits in the College and Career Center C
Individual Meetings with Counselor A, P/S, C
Post-secondary meeting in the CCC A, C
Alumni Presentation A, P/S, C
Testing Information A
PSAT A
Course Selection/ Credit Checks/ Review Academic Plan A
PACT A, P/S

Optional Programs:
Junior Parent Night Presentation
College Admissions Panel
Financial Aid Night Presentation

Grade 12 - Am I Ready?

Senior Seminar/ Application Process A, P/S, C
Individual Meetings with Counselor A, P/S, C
Testing Information A
College Visits in the College and Career Center C
College and Career Center Resources/ Scholarships A,C
Senior Survey A, P/S, C
PACT A, P/S

Optional Programs:
College Admissions Panel
Financial Aid Night Presentation
Senior Internship
Camp College

LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS
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The mission of the Weston High School Library Learning Commons is to ensure that students graduate as
competent, critical and ethical users and creators of information.

The Library Learning Commons is a physical and virtual environment that fosters innovative teaching
collaborations and supports learning in all curricular areas.  Our goal is to honor the unique potential of each
member of the school community and to cultivate "information literate" citizens. Upon graduation, students
should be able to determine their information needs, recognize relevant information, solve problems, and
effectively communicate the results of their research.

The physical Commons is open 7am until 3pm every school day and the virtual Commons is available 24/7.
The teacher-librarian and staff are available to help students with each step of the research process, recommend
good reading, or help students and staff with tech issues. The Library Learning Commons is also home to the
Writing Center, Math Lab and Testing Center and has various rooms and areas for quiet study and collaborative
work.

OUR COLLECTION:  
o Reference and non-reference books in all formats, including titles for pleasure reading, personal

interest, and academic requirements
▪ Audio Books
▪ Kindles
▪ DVDs, CDs (audio books)
▪ Gale Virtual Reference Library

o Discovery Service - one search of databases, ebook and print collections available through the
Commons

o Over 50 subscription databases (including JSTOR, Science AAAS, ABC-CLIO, Oxford,
Britannica, iCONN Ebsco suite, and selected Gale resources)

o HP laptops, ipads, ChromeBooks
o Video and digital cameras, tripods
o Magazines and newspapers
o Textbooks for use in the Commons
o WHS Class Yearbook collection
o Archives of school history
o Archives of Life Magazines 
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INDEX OF COURSES

Course # Course Name Credit   Grade    Page #
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

1112 English 9 1.0 9 21
1110 English 9 Honors 1.0 9 21
1122 English 10 1.0 10 22
1120 English 10 Honors 1.0 10 22
1133 American Literature English 11 1.0 11 22
1153 AP Language Honors 1.0 11 22
1198 English 12 0.5 12 22
1199 English 12: Criminal Minds 0.5 12 23
2000 English 12: Identity: Journey to Self-Discovery 0.5 12 23
2001 English 12: The Future is Now 0.5 12 23
1165 Honors Humanities 1.0 12 23
1151 AP Literature Honors 1.0 12 23
1149 Creative Writing 0.5 9-12 24
1167 Film Studies 0.5 9-12 24
1185 Emerging Voices 0.5 10-12 24
VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

2809 Creative Computer Applications 0.5 9-12 17
2312 Experimental Art & Design 0.5 9-12 17
2360 Drawing and Painting 1 0.5 9-12 17
2361 Drawing and Painting 2 0.5 9-12 17
2355 3D Art & Design 0.5 9-12 17
2328 Contemporary Media Design 0.5 9-12 18
2321 Photography 1 0.5 9-12 18
2339 Photography 2 0.5 9-12 18
2322 Advanced Photography 0.5 10-12 18
2362 Digital Illustration and Animation 0.5 9-12 18
VPA2347 Sports Journalism & Broadcasting 0.5 9-12 19
VPA2348 Advanced Sports Journalism & Broadcasting 1.0 10-12 19
2353 Videography I 0.5 9-12 19
2354 Videography II 0.5 9-12 19
2344 Advanced Videography 1.0 10-12 19
2348 Studio Art 1.0 11-12 19
2351 AP Studio Art – Honors 1.0 11-12 20
2401 Concert Band 1.0 9 30
2411 Symphonic Band 1.0 9-12 30
2412 Wind Ensemble - Honors 1.0 9-12 30
3415 Jazz Ensemble 0.5 9-12 30
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VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS (continued)

2413 String Orchestra 1.0 9-12 31
2414 Symphonic Orchestra - Honors 1.0 9-12 31
2427 Concert Choir 1.0 9-12 31
2447 Women’s Choir 1.0 9-12 31
2437 Chamber Singers - Honors 1.0 9-12 31
2507 Digital Musical Production 0.5 9-12 32
2508 Music Industry 0.5 9-12 32
2506 Music Theory 0.5 9-12 32
VPA2422 AP Music Theory 1.0 11-12 32
MATHEMATICS

1305 Algebra 1a 1.0 9 26
1315 Algebra 1b 1.0 10-12 26
1313 Algebra 1 1.0 9 26
MA104 Accelerated Algebra & Geometry 1.0 9 26
1323 Geometry 1.0 9-12 27
1321 Geometry – Honors 1.0 9-12 27
1333 Algebra 2 1.0 9-12 27
1331 Algebra 2 – Honors 1.0 9-12 27
1337 Pre-Calculus 1.0 10-12 28
1338 Pre-Calculus – Honors 1.0 10-12 28
MA1353 Calculus 1.0 11-12 28
1341 AP Calculus AB – Honors 1.0 11-12 29
1351 AP Calculus BC – Honors 1.0 11-12 29
2810 Statistics 1.0 11-12 29
1355 AP Statistics – Honors 1.0 11-12 29
2130 Personal Finance 0.5 10-12 29
PHYSICAL & HEALTH EDUCATION

1421 Grades 9 & 10 P.E. 0.35 9&10 33
1431 Grades 11 & 12 P.E. 0.15 11&12 33
1401 Adaptive Physical Education 0.5 9-12 34
1403 Grade 9 Health 0.35 9 34
1404 Grade 10 Health 0.35 10 35
1405 Grade 11 Health 0.15 11 35
1406 Grade 12 Health 0.15 12 35
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SCIENCE

1523 Biology 1.0 9 36
1521 Honors Biology 1.0 9 36
1550 AP Biology – Honors 1.0 11-12 37
1533 Chemistry 1.0 10-12 37
1531 Honors Chemistry 1.0 10-12 37
1558 AP Chemistry – Honors 1.0 11-12 37
1545 Physics 1.0 11-12 38
1543 Physics – Honors 1.0 11-12 38
2801 AP Physics I – Algebra Based Honors 1.0 11-12 38
1561 AP Physics C Mechanics – Honors 1.0 11-12 38
1004 Environmental Science 1.0 11-12 39
SC1004 AP Environmental Science – Honors 1.0 11-12 39
1005 Sustainable Living 1.0 11-12 39
SC4000 Science Research – Honors 1.0 9-12 40
1549 Animal Behavior 0.5 10-12 40
1584 Forensics 0.5 10-12 40
1589 Human Anatomy & Physiology 0.5 10-12 40
SOCIAL STUDIES

1617 World Studies 1.0 9 41
1623 Modern World Studies 1.0 10 41
1621 Modern World Studies – Honors 1.0 10 41
1638 American Studies:  American Experience 1.0 11 41
1639 AP United States History – Honors 1.0 11 42
1648 American Government 0.5 11-12 42
1657 AP U.S. Government & Politics 1.0 11-12 42
1662 Facing History & Ourselves 0.5 11-12 43
1664 Introduction to Sociology 0.5 10-12 43
1667 AP Human Geography-Honors 1.0 11-12 43
1652 Introduction to Psychology 0.5 10-12 43
2853 AP Psychology – Honors 1.0 11-12 44
1618 Introduction to Economics 0.5 10-12 44
1619 AP Economics (Micro)-Honors 0.5 11-12 44
1620 AP Economics (Macro)-Honors 0.5 11-12 44
1640 American Tapestry: Multiculturalism in the U.S. 0.5 10-12 44
4901 Black and Latino Studies 1.0 11-12 45
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

2625 Introduction to Engineering Design (PLTW) 1.0 9-12 46
TBD Introduction to Engineering Design-Honors

(PLTW)
1.0 9-12 46
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION (continued)

2628 Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 1.0 11-12 47
TECH2631 Principles of Engineering - Honors (PLTW) 1.0 11-12 47
2629 Civil Engineering & Architecture (PLTW) 1.0 11-12 48
TECH2630 Civil Engineering & Architecture - Honors

(PLTW)
1.0 11-12 48

2802 Introduction to Computer Coding 0.5 9-12 49
2808 Computer Coding 2 0.5 9-12 49
1024 AP Computer Science A – Honors 1.0 10-12 49
MA1024 AP Computer Science Principles – Honors 1.0 10-12 49
WORLD LANGUAGES

1211 French 1 1.0 9-12 51
1221 French 2 1.0 9-12 51
1231 French 3 1.0 10-12 51
1243 French 4 1.0 11-12 51
1241 French 4 – Honors 1.0 11-12 51
1250 French 5 1.0 11-12 52
1251 AP French 5 – Honors 1.0 12 52
1270 Mandarin Chinese 1 1.0 9-12 52
1273 Mandarin Chinese 2 1.0 10-12 52
1274 Mandarin Chinese 3 1.0 11-12 53
1275 Mandarin Chinese 3 - Honors 1.0 11-12 53
1276 Mandarin Chinese 4 1.0 11-12 53
1277 Mandarin Chinese 4 – Honors 1.0 11-12 53
1213 Spanish 1 1.0 9-12 54
1223 Spanish 2 1.0 9-12 54
1233 Spanish 3 1.0 9-12 54
1247 Spanish 4 1.0 10-12 54
1249 Spanish 4 – Honors 1.0 10-12 54
1257 Spanish 5 1.0 11-12 55
1253 Spanish 5 – Honors 1.0 11-12 55
1262 Spanish 6 1.0 12 55
1269 Spanish 6 - Honors 1.0 12 55
1263 AP Spanish 6 – Honors 1.0 12 56
1215 Latin 1 1.0 9-12 56
1225 Latin 2 1.0 10-12 56
1235 Latin 3 1.0 11-12 56
WL353 Latin 3 – Honors 1.0 11-12 57
WL453 Latin 4 1.0 11-12 57
WL463 AP Latin 4 – Honors 1.0 11-12 57
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT

GUI101 Structured Study (Semester 1) 0.5 9-12 16
GUI102 Structured Study (Semester 2) 0.5 9-12 16
1156 Composition Seminar 0.5 11-12 16

PERSONALIZED LEARNING
#### Independent Study 0.5 9-12 13
2601/2602 Work Opportunity Arr. 9-12 13
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Future Ready Schools®

Future Ready Schools® (FRS) is a bold effort to maximize 
student-centered learning opportunities and promotes 
a deeper, authentic learning experience to leverage 
technology to prepare students for success in college, 
a career, and citizenship. Beginning with a systemic 
planning process, FRS helps school districts develop 
the human and technological capacity needed to 
personalize student learning.

FRS is a project of the Alliance for Excellent Education 
(All4Ed) alongside a vast coalition of national and 
regional organizations. Since FRS’s inception in 2014, 
more than 3,200 school district superintendents have 
committed to FRS by signing the FRS District Pledge.

To help districts plan and implement personalized, 
research-based digital learning strategies,FRS created 
an interactive planning dashboard. This dynamic free 
online tool guides district leadership teams as they 
develop strategic and systemic plans that leverage 
technology to engage students, empower teachers, 
and improve learning outcomes. Through the FRS 

dashboard, district leaders assess their needs, identify 
gaps and strategies, plan, and track their progress over 
time.

Implementing meaningful, student-centered learning 
requires far more than simply purchasing devices for 
a school district. Shifting the learning experience for 
students requires thoughtful planning, preparation, and 
analysis of student outcomes, teacher development, 
culture, and leadership. The FRS dashboard builds 
capacity in these areas as it takes school district 
leaders through a systemic five-step planning process 
that culminates in a comprehensive action plan for 
implementing digital learning prior to designating funds 
to digital learning resources. This strategic planning 
process ensures a smooth implementation of districtwide 
digital initiatives.

At the heart of the dashboard is the FRS framework 
that places personalized student learning at the center, 
emphasizes collaborative leadership, and focuses on 
seven key areas known as “gears”:

1.	 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

2.	 Personalized Professional Learning

3.	 Budget and Resources 

4.	 Community Partnerships

5.	 Data and Privacy

6.	 Robust Infrastructure

7.	 Use of Space and Time

 Interactive Planning Dashboard
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https://futureready.org
https://all4ed.org/
https://futureready.org/take-the-pledge/
https://dashboard.futurereadyschools.org/
https://futureready.org/about-the-effort/framework/


The Alliance for Excellent Education (All4Ed) is a Washington, DC–based national policy, practice, and advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that all students, 
particularly those underperforming and those historically underserved, graduate from high school ready for success in college, work, and citizenship. all4ed.org

The FRS interactive planning dashboard is made possible through generous support from AT&T and McGraw-Hill Education.

Photo by Allison Shelley/The Verbatim Agency for American Education: Images of Teachers and Students in Action

© Alliance for Excellent Education, May 2018.

Using the FRS dashboard, district teams complete an 
in-depth leadership self-assessment to determine their 
overall readiness to undergo a digital transition, create 
a vision for student learning, and determine aspects 
of the system they must address to make that vision a 
reality. After completing the leadership self-assessment, 
each district team receives a customized report that 
analyzes the district’s readiness across each of the seven 
gears. To support planning and implementation, the 
report highlights gaps in district readiness and offers 
customized strategies and free resources developed by 
All4Ed, FRS, and more than sixty national and regional 
partners.

The FRS dashboard also offers highly detailed gear 
assessments for districts interested in exploring individual 
gears more deeply. Using results and strategies 
suggested from the leadership self-assessment and 
individual gear assessments, the FRS dashboard allows 
district teams to develop a fully customized plan for 
implementing digital learning to personalize instruction 
for students. The U.S. Department of Education has 

recognized the FRS dashboard and district leadership 
assessment as valuable tools to support districts during 
the Title IV application process and with continuous 
improvement planning.

The FRS dashboard saves all analysis and planning 
data in a secure password-protected format. District 
leaders then can revisit the dashboard at any time to 
review their readiness reports and action plans, update 
their goals, identify new strategies and resources, and 
retake the assessments to monitor the progress of their 
implementation plans. Individual team data remains 
confidential and All4Ed and FRS do not share, market, 
or sell any district-identifiable data without written 
consent from the district team. For more information, see 
the dashboard’s privacy policy.

To access the FRS interactive planning dashboard, visit 
dashboard.futurereadyschools.org/. To learn more 
about how FRS supports district and school leaders, visit 
futureready.org. 

facebook.com/FutureReadySchools/@FutureReady
#FutureReady

http://www.all4ed.org
http://deeperlearning4all.org/images/
https://dashboard.futurereadyschools.org/data-privacy-policy
https://dashboard.futurereadyschools.org/
https://futureready.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FutureReadySchools/
https://twitter.com/FutureReady
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