
Curriculum Committee Meeting
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 8:15 AM
Central Office Conference Room, 24 School Road, Weston, CT 06883-1623

I. Call to Order

II. Presentation and discussion of HES digital 
innovation initiative

III. Follow-up discussion of WHS Honors Science 
Research course proposal for 2018-2019 school 
year

IV. Information regarding Project Challenge renewal 
in anticipation of a comprehensive update 
scheduled for the November Curriculum Committee 
meeting

V. Approval of minutes

VI. Other curricular issues





Enhance Content Area Curriculum-Pilots

ELA: Classroom renditions of 
a familiar story

Science:Properties: Regatta

Science:Living Things- 
Grassheads & Pumpkins

Math: DreamBox & Math Apps

Social Studies: Personal 
Timelines

ELA: Opinion Writing Letters & 
Reviews

Science:Force & Motion-     
Roller coasters

Math: DreamBox and Math Apps

Social Studies: Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

ELA: Book Reviews

Math: DreamBox, 
Educreations

Social Studies: Geography
- Monuments Biographies



Foster the 4Cs
CRITICAL THINKING

COLLABORATION

CREATIVITY

COMMUNICATION

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyZWRPTVFyQ0pTeWM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyT0N2Qm9MN05DMFU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jINFRpa2tuMl9jMlE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyallsX0hRNE9ReG8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jISV9oSWF6Y3djUk0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jIcFRaUUR2SFFCd3c/view


Flexible Grouping
WHOLE CLASS

SMALL GROUP

INDIVIDUAL

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyZWRPTVFyQ0pTeWM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyT0N2Qm9MN05DMFU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jINFRpa2tuMl9jMlE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyallsX0hRNE9ReG8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jISV9oSWF6Y3djUk0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jIcFRaUUR2SFFCd3c/view


What We’ve Seen/Even More Benefits
● Authentic audience

● Edit writing

● Capture thinking to share, oral rehearsal, to reference for writing

● Differentiation- mini lessons/anchor charts, dictation vs. writing, social stories

● Showcasing student learning/work

● Wrap-Up/Informal Gauging Progress

ELC                               KINDERGARTEN FIRST
SECOND

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QydGdKRTI4X3QxQWc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jIYlR6dm1IM1BGUTQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyVzlMOEtXVWdxamc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QyQkhzUnktamtkcnM/view


Pele

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwZSta-wm3QycXZBZnVOdl92SEU/view


Pele Giving Speech



Unicef



Winning World cup



There’s an app for that……….

Consumption & Creation
● Lexia
● Dreambox
● Tumblebooks
● Osmo
● ShadowPuppet
● Puppet Pals
● Tellagami
● Popplet
● Imovie
● Storycreator
● My Story
● Coding/robots
● Toontastic
● Educreations

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jIakFUbk03ZFNjSE0/view
https://www.educreations.com/lesson/view/candies/42032538/?s=mQCsTD&ref=link


Bringing It All Together

1st Grade Writing 2nd Grade Social Studies

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jIaEE3MzZwalJVbkE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25evrscD-jIR1RnTVpJelJ5ODQ/view


With More Devices…...

● Partner students on iPads to foster collaboration

● Additional curricular extensions as it would be less time intensive 

● Increase independence for students and teachers

● Shorten timeline needed to complete project 

● Use Airdrop to quickly share work from one iPad to another

● Telling/Retelling Stories

● Book Review/Book Recommendations

● Reinforcement/Differentiation

● Gauge student progress 

         (Mrs. Merrifield poetry and tales)

● Missing iPad Story























 

 

Curriculum Committee Meeting 

September 13, 2017 8:15 AM 

Central Office Conference Room 

 

 

1. Call to order   
  

Present Committee Members: 

Denise Harvey (Chairperson), Elise Major, Sara Spaulding 

Present Administration: 

William McKersie, Superintendent; Kenneth Craw, Assistant Superintendent; Lisa Deorio, 

Principal; Jamie Charles, 6-12 Science and Technology CIL 

Members of the Public: 

Ellen Uzenoff, Dan McNeill, Gina Albert, Samantha Nestor, Sandy Hart 

 

  

2. Discussion of WHS Honors Science Research new course proposal for 2018-19 school year   
  

Discussion:  

Dr. Craw opened the discussion stating that the high school is seeking to provide students an 

opportunity to pursue their own science research in a course that is set in a regular one-year high 

school schedule.  The high school already has a dedicated laboratory classroom, assuring that the 

infrastructure is already in place. Dr. Craw provided an overview of the Honors Science Research 

course proposal: 

 

 Honors Science Research is geared towards 10th to 12th grade students, but 9th grade 

students will be allowed with specials permissions.   

 The course is not intended to draw on honors science students only.  Instead, the applicants 

are expected to include a wide range of students who are curious, creative, and who are able 

to work independently, and persevere. 

 Interested students must submit an application to be reviewed and considered.  The high 

school guidance department will work with an expert-in-residence on the recruitment 

process. Applications will be submitted in the fall to provide time to review the applications 

and identify/approve students by February for enrollment the following year.  

 Staffing:  a new position will be created as a .4 to .6 FTE, depending on enrollment.  After 

school supervision will be provided as part of the course.   A stipend will be considered for 

this purpose. 

 Budget:  the district has submitted a grant proposal to the Weston Education Foundation 

(WEF) for non-recurring costs such as hiring an expert-in-residence to develop the course.  

WEF has approved Mr. Andrew Bramante as the expert.   

 Other recurring costs will include chemicals, research materials, competition entry fees, and 

equipment maintenance, which will also be included in the proposed budget. 

The Honors Science Research course proposal will be brought back to the Curriculum Committee 

at the October 2017 meeting. 

 

 



 

 

 3. Information on international field trips to Europe proposed for April and June 2018   
  

Discussion:  

Proposals on international field trips 

 Trip to France.  Ms. Del Savio has partnered with Joel Barlow High School (JBHS), who 

were in need of a partner to make up enough students in order to run the program.  Target 

population for the field trip is students currently taking French.  Preliminary conversations 

with students and families have generated significant interest.  A formal letter will go out, 

followed by an informational meeting in September.  The next step will be for parents to 

commit with a deposit.  The district will put in place fair warning of cost impacts should 

anything change with the proposed trip, advise parents of security plans, health concerns for 

travelers, and recommend travel insurance.  Cost:  in addition to the trip itself, costs cover 

an overnight stay stipend for chaperones, and coach bus transportation to and from US 

airport.  Meetings between WHS and JBHS will take place to coordinate behavioral 

expectations. 

 Social studies teacher, Mr. Passarelli, proposed an historical WWII trip to fit along with 

Modern World Studies and European history curricula.  The target population is students in 

grades 10 and 11.  The trip will take place after completion of the current school year.  The 

proposed trip encourages interest in modern European history; there is a strong learning 

thread throughout the trip.  Committee members pointed out that the proposed dates will 

bump up against the targeted end of the 2017-2108 school year and does not take snow days 

into account.  The next steps will include updating travel dates and working out a 

communication plan. 

  

 

4. Review schedule of topics for Curriculum Committee for 2017-18 school year   
  

Discussion:  

 Key topics have been outlined on the attached spreadsheet so that the committee can get a 

timeline of focus topics.  Ms. Harvey asked if the update on CIL report scheduled for 

January meeting left enough time for budget preparations.  Dr. Craw responded that if the 

report recommendations impact the budget, they will come before the December meeting.  

Ms. Harvey also asked if the Committee could have an update on WMS Project Challenge 

curriculum before November, as proposed.  Dr. Craw replied that a brief update could take 

place at the October Curriculum Committee meeting in anticipation of the full report in 

November.   

 Mrs. Spaulding inquired about the district homework practices policy. Dr. Craw replied that 

last year served to provide time to gather facts on homework practices policy and this year 

homework practice policy is at the principal level to manage the procedure and monitor 

implementation.     

 

5. Approval of June 2017 Curriculum Committee Minutes   
  

Motion Passed:  Move that the Curriculum Committee approve the minutes of the June 14, 2017 

meeting passed with a motion by Denise Harvey and a second by Elise Major.   

3 Yeas - 0 Nays.   



 

 

6. Other curricular items   
  

Discussion:  

No other items were put forth for discussion.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Chairperson 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Superintendent 
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