
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Board of Education - Finance Committee Meeting 

District Office (Viti Building) 
445 Sheridan Rd. 

Highwood, IL 60040 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 6:30 PM 

Mission   
North Shore School District 112 is a transformative learning organization where curiosity inspires minds, 

innovation shapes the future, and students, staff, and families engage to create a kind and connected 
community that is committed to excellence. 

 
Agenda 

 

 
  
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call (6:30 p.m.) 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Discussion: Lake County School Facilities Sales Tax 
4. Public Comments 
5. Other 
6. Adjournment 



Lake County 
School Facilities 
Sales Tax
November 3, 2026 
Ballot Question



The Ballot Question

Shall a retailers' occupation tax and a service 
occupation tax (commonly referred to as a sales tax) 
be imposed in The County of Lake, Illinois, at a rate 
of 1% to be used exclusively for school facility 
purposes, school resource officers, and mental 
health professionals? 



THE BASICS: CSFT 101

What is it? 
The County School Facility Occupation 

Tax (CSFT) is a proposed 1% sales tax on 

specific retail goods sold within Lake 

County.

How it is Distributed
The funds are not based on property wealth; revenue 

follows the student. Funds are distributed monthly to 

districts based strictly on the number of resident public 

school students enrolled in Lake County.

The Revenue
If approved by voters, this "penny tax" is estimated to 

generate $121.2 million annually for Lake County public 

school districts.



MAP OF COUNTIES WITH 
CSFT REFERENDA 

(56% have this sales tax)



What is NOT SUBJECT to the 1% sales tax?

Major exemptions include:
•   Household Essentials

■ Groceries (food from the store), prescription medications, and over-the-counter drugs are 

completely exempt.

•   Major Purchases

■ Cars, trucks, boats, RVs, and mobile homes are not taxed.

•   Economic Drivers

■ Farm equipment, agricultural inputs, and professional services (like legal or accounting work) are 

excluded.



SALES TAX RATES IN 
LAKE COUNTY

Current Sales Tax Rates in Lake County
Local Government Sales Tax Rate Local Government Sales Tax Rate
Antioch 7.00% (1) Lake Villa 7.00% (1)

Barrington 8.00% Lake Zurich 8.00%
Barrington Hills 7.00% Lindenhurst 7.00%
Beach Park 7.00% Long Grove 8.00% (1)

Bannockburn 7.50% Lincolnshire 8.00%
Buffalo Grove 8.00% Mettawa 7.00%
Cuba 7.00% Mundelein 8.25%
Deerfield 8.00% North Barrington 7.00%
Deer Park 8.00% North Chicago 8.00%
Fox Lake (1)

7.00% Old Mill Creek 7.00%
Fox River Grove 7.00% Park City 8.00%
Fremont Center 7.00% Port Barrington 7.00%
Gurnee 8.00% Riverwoods 8.00%
Green Oaks 7.00% Round Lake Beach 7.50%
Grayslake 7.00% Round Lake Heights 7.00%
Hawthorn Woods 8.00% Round Lake Park 7.00%
Highland Park 8.00% Round Lake 7.00%
Highwood 9.00% Third Lake 7.00%
Hainesville 7.00% Tower Lakes 7.00%
Indian Creek 7.00% Volo 8.00%
Island Lake 7.00% Vernon Hills 7.25%
Kildeer 8.00% Wauconda 7.00%
Lake Barrington 7.50% Wadsworth 8.00%
Libertyville 8.50% Winthrop Harbor 7.00%
Lake Bluff 8.00% Wheeling 8.00%
Lake Forest 8.00% Waukegan 8.50%
Lakemoor 7.00% Zion 7.00%

Note: Antioch, Fox Lake, Lake Villa, Long 
Grove have separate business district taxes of 
8.000%, 8.000%, 8.000%, 9.000% respectively.

Above data reflects sales tax rates for general 
merchandise as reported on mytax.illinois.gov 
as of October 22, 2025. Reflects the sales tax 
rate in only the Lake County portion of the 
municipality, where applicable.



ESTIMATED REVENUES BY DISTRICT AS OF JANUARY 2026

If the 1% CSFT had been in place in Lake County from November 2024 through October 2025, estimated total sales tax 
revenue distributions to Lake County school districts would have been $121.2 million (per the Illinois Department of Revenue)



5-Year District 112 Capital Plan



Thank You
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